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A 

Administration — Pagb. 

Goat of effecting the division and re adjustment of administrative areas as 
recommended by the District— Committee. See Questions. 

Introduction of administrative and other changes on the basis of the 
recommendations of the Distriot — Committee. See Questions. 

Ali Chaudhuri— 

The Ilon’ble Nawab Saiyid Nawab— , Khan Bahadur. Soo Chaudhuri . 

Au pure — 

Posting of Muhammadan Sub-Inspectors of Police to — . Seo Questions. 

Transfer of the jurisdiction for the trial of oortain classes of money- 
suits from Sealdah to—. See Questions. 


Anwar OiiAtmiuRi — 

The Ilon’ble Maulvi Mazharul — . See Chaudhuri. 


Appointment (s) — 

Listed — permanently filled bv members of the Judicial Branch of the 
Provincial Servico. See Questions. 

Number of — as Sergeants in the Caioutta Police Force in 19 BUM. See 
Questions. 

of Muhammadan Additional Deputy Inspectors of Schools in Howrah* 
Bunkura and the proposed district of Kharagpur. See Questions. 
to posts of -Deputy Collectors. See Questions* 

Ariff, the Hon’ble Mr. G, II. C. — 

Appointed Member of Select Committee on the Bengal Smoko-nuisanoos 

(Amendment) Bill, 1915 

Asked questions regarding — 

certain statistics in regard to the Calcutta Police . . . 287 

number of appointments as Sergeants in the Calcutta Police 

Force in 1913-14 288 

posting of Muhammadan Sub-Inspectors of Police to Alipore . 287 

recruitment of Inspectors, Sergeants and Head-constables for 

ihe Calcutta Police Force 288 

Bengal Budget, 1915-16 

Arms Act — 

4 0 

Relaxation of the provisions of the See Questions. 

Asawsol— 

Supply of filtered water to the town of—. See Questions. 



juju n a* 


Asansol Local Board— 

Upkeep of roads within the jurisdiction of tho— See Quest m,t,c 
Asbam-Brwoal Railway— 

Erection of platforms on certain stations on the—. 8ee Questons. 
Assurances— 

Sub-Registrars of — . See Questions. 


Pac 
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Bakarganj— 

Alleged distress in the district of — . See Questions. 


Banekji. the Hon’blb Babu Ramtaran— 
Took oath of allegiance . 


472 


Banehjj, the Hon’blk Babu Surendua Nath — 

Appointed Momber of Select Committee on the BeDgal Decentralization 

Bill 4i6 

Asked questions regarding — 

alleged distress in the district of Baukura 477 

alleged ofliciai interference with municipal elections at Barisal . 409 

alleged prevalence of distress in the districts of Noakhali and 

Tippera 4 1*5 

cancellation of gun -licenses . . . . . . . 479 

case of Dr. Chaud i Cliaran Ghosal and others .... 409 

Chhatra-Serainpur Defeuce Party 408 

condition of the flooded districts of Tippera and Noakhali . . 479 

cost of effecting the division and re* adjustment of administrative 
aieas mb rocommer ded by the District Administration 
Committee ......... 24 

daooitie8 in the Presidency and Burdwan Divisions ... 22 

expenditure in connection with the partitioning of the district of 

Mymen singh 24 

extension of the elective system to all municipalities . . . 411 

indigenous industries 477 

internment of Bengalis 415 

introduction of administrative and other changes on the basis of 
the recommendations of the District Administration 
Committee 24 

Kabuli money-lenders in Bengal ...... 2d 

protection of riparian towns against dacoities .... 23 

Provincial Malaria Committee in Bengal . . . . 4 SO, 483 

relaxation of the provisions of the Arms Act .... 23 

reorganization of the Excise Department . . . 414 

situation in the famine-stricken tracts in Eastern Bengal , . 410 

transfer of the jurisdiction for the trial of certain classes of 

money-suits trom fSealdah to Alipore . . . . 411 

Bengal Budget, 1915-16 295, 337 

Bengal Decentralization Bill, 1915 . 423, 424 

Bengal Embankment (Sundarbans) Bill, 1915 26 

Caloutta Improvement (Amendment) Bill, 1915 . 35, 60, 70, 74, 75, 79, 81 

Calcutta Port (Amendment) Bill, 1915 34 

Moved resolutions regarding — 

appointment of a Committee for the advancement of Local Self- 

Government ........ 609, 516 

industrial development of Bengal .... 427, 485, 443 
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the Hok’blb Surendra Nath— concluded . 

Spoke^n resolutions regarding — 

death of the Lion’ble Sir Khwaja Salimuilah Bahadur of Daoca . 4 

establishment of a City Civil Court in Caloutta • . 377 , 382 

promotion of female education in Calcutta . . . . 193 

promotion of primary eduoation in Caloutta .... 188 

Bankura — 

Alleged ?li stress in the district of — . See Questions. 

Alleged famine and sooroity in the districts of — and the 24-Farganas. 

See Questions . 

Appointment of Muhammadan Additional Deputy Inspectors of Schools 
in Howrah, — and the proposed distriot of Kharagpur. See Questions. 

Barisal— 

Alleged official interference with recent municipal elections at — . See 
Questions. 


3 asu, the IIon’hle Rai Bvhadur Nalinaksha — 

Asked questions regarding— 

appointment to posts of Deputy Collectors .... 459 

upkeep of roads within the jurisdiction of the Asansol Local 

Board * 460 

supply of filtered water to the town of As&nsol . . . 459 

supply of water for tho irrigation of canals in the neighbour- 
hood of the Eden i Canal ....... 17 

Spoko on resolution regarding — 

establishment of a City Civil Court in Calcutta . . . 364 


3 AY I EY, TllF Uon’M.K Mr. G. A.-- 

Spoke on resolution regarding — 

purchase and maintenance of a seoond dredger for the Port 

of Chittagong . . • 445 

Bengal Budget, 1 9 J 5- 16 . . . 293 


Jeatson Bell, the Hon’iilk Mk. N. D. — > 

Appointed Member of Select Committee of tho Bengal Decentralization 

Bill * . 426 

Introduced certain heads of tho amended draft Financial Statement . 86, 98, 103 
Made a statement regarding distress in the Noakhftli and Tippera 

districts ........... 418 


Member of ..Select Committee on tho Bengal Smoke-nuisanoos (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1915 496 

Presented the amended draft Financial Statement ..... 86 

Presented the Revised Financial Statement for 1915-16 .... 113 


Spoke on resolutions regarding — 

Encouragement of small home industries in Bengal ... 83 

Establishment of Industrial Co-operative Societies in various 

districts 83 

Industrial development of Bengal 430, 485 

Burch RBe and maintenance of a second dredger for the Port of 

Chittagong 445 

Repairs to canal bank roads in the fringe area of the Calcutta 

Municipality* 199 

Bengal Budget, 1915-16 . . * 351 

Bengal Decentralization Bill, 1915 .... 422,423, 424, 425, 465 


Bengal Embankment (Sundarbans) Bill, 1915 . . 11, 26, 27, 31, 32, 33 

Bengal Smoke- nuisances (Amendment) Bill, ^915 406 

Bengal Steam-boilers and Prime-movers (Amendment) Bill, I£]5 . 11, 12, 26 

Caloutta Port (Amendment) Bill, 1915 33, 34 
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Asansol Local Board— 

Upkeep of roads within the jurisdiction of tho— . See Question*. < 
As8am-Bk*gal Railway— 

Erection of platforms on certain stations on the—. See Ques'ions. 
Assurances — 

Sub-Registrara of — . See Questions. 
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Bakarganj — 

Alleged distress in the district of — . See Questions. 


Banekji. the Hon’rlv Babu Ramiaran— 
Took oath of allegiance . 


472 


Banrrji, the Hon’ble Babu Surkndra Nath — 

Appointed Moraber of Select Committee on the Bengal Decentralization 

Bill 426 

Asked questions rogurding — 

alleged distress in the district of Banknra 477 

alleged official interference with municipal elections at Barisal . 409 

alleged prevalence of distre s in the districts of Noakhali and 

Tipper a 415 

cancellation of gun-licenses ....... 479 

caso of Dr. Chaudi Charan Gin sal and others .... 409 

Chhatra-Serampur Defence Party 408 

condition of the flooded distiicts of Tippera and Noakhali . . 479 

cost of effecting the division and re-adjustment of administrative 
aieas as rocommei dod by the District Administration 
Committee .......... 24 

daooities in the Presidency and Burd wan Divisions ... 22 

expenditure in connection with the partitioning of the district of 

Alymensiugh 24 

extension of the elective systom to all municipalities . . . 411 

indigenous industries 477 

internment of Bengalis 415 

introduction of administrative and other changes on the basis of 
the recommendations of the District Administration 
Committee 24 

Kabuli money-lenders in Bengal 23 

protection of riparian towns againBt daooities .... 23 

Provincial Malaria Committee in Bengal .... 480, 483 

relaxation of the provisions of the Arms Act .... 23 

reorganization of the Excise Department . . . . 414 

situation in the famine-stricken tracts in Eastern Bengal . . 410 

transfer of the jurisdiction for the trial of certain elapses of 

money-suits from fcealdah to Alipore . . . . 411 

Bengal Budget, 1916-16 295, 337 

Bengal Decentralization Bill, 1915 423, 424 

Bengal Embankment (Sundarbans) Bill, 1915 26 

Calcutta Improvement (Amendment) Bill, 1915 . 35, 60, 70, 74, 75, 79, 81 

Calcutta Port (Amendment) Bill, 1915 34 

Moved resolutions regarding — 

appointment of a Committee for the advancement of Local Self- 

Government 609, 516 

industrial development of Bengal .... 427, 435, 443 



INDJSX. 

Bahkrji, thb Hon’ble Surendra Nath— concluded. 

Spoke fin resolutions regarding — 

death of the Hon’ble Sir Khwaja Salimullah Bahadur of Dacca . 4 

establishment of a City Civil Court in Caloutta . , 377, 382 

promotion of female education in Caloutta . . . . 193 

promotion of primary education in Caloutta . . . . 188 

Baitkura — 

Alleged distress in the district of — . See Qtiestions. 

Alleged famine and scarcity in the districts of — and the 24-Parganas. 

See Questions. 

Appointment of Muhammadan Additional Deputy Inspectors of Schools 
in Howrah, — and the proposed district of Kharagpur. See Questions. 

Barisal— 

Alleged official interference with recent municipal elections at — . See 
Questions. 
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Basu, thb IIon’hlk Rai Buiapcr Naunaksha— 

Asked questions regarding— 

appointment to posts of Deputy Collectors .... 459 

upkeep of roads within the jurisdiction of the Afiansol Local 

Board - 460 

supply of filtered water to the town of Apansol . . . 459 

supply of water for the irrigation of canals in the neighbour- 
hood of the EdeuiCaual ....... 17 

Spoke on resolution regarding — 

establishment of a City Civil Court in Calcutta . . , 364 

Bayj r.T, thb IIon’hi.e Mr. G. A. — 

Spoke on reeolution regarding— 

purchase and maintenance of a sooond dredger for the Port 

of Chittagong . . • 445 

# 

Bengal Budget, 1915.16 293 


Beatson Bell, the IIok’ulk Mh. N. D. — v 

Appointed Member of Scdoct Committee of the Bengal Decentralization 

Bill ' . . . 426 

Introduced certain heads of the amended draft Financial Statement . 86, 98, 103 

Made a statement regarding distress in the Noukhali and Tippera 

districts 


Member of„ Select Committee on the Bengal Smoko-nuisunoes (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1915 

Presented the amended draft Financial Statement ..... 
Presented the Revised Financial Statement for 1915-16 .... 

Spoke on resolutions regarding — 

Encouragement of small home industries in Bengal . 

Establishment of Industrial Co-operative Societies in various 
districts 

Industrial development of Bengal 430, 435 

Purchase and maintenance of a second dredger for the Port of 
Chittagong 

Rejigirs to canal bank roads in the fringe area of the Calcutta 
Municipality * 

Bengal Budgpt, 1915-16 . 

Bengal Decentralization Bill, 1915 
Bengal Embankment (Sundarbans) Bill, 1915 
Bengal Smoke- nuisances (Amendment) Bill, ^916 . 

Bengal Steam-boilers and Prime-movers (Amendment Bill, 1915 
Caloutta Port (Amendment) Bill, 1915 ..... 


496 

86 

113 

83 

83 


445 


199 
351 

. 422, 423, 424, 425, 465 
. Jl, 26, 27, 31, 32, 33 
• . • . 466 

11, 12, 26 
. 33,34 
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Bengalis — 

Internment of—. See Questions. 


Pag k. 


Bengal Legislative Council — 

Supply of Government reports and publications to Members of the—. 
See Questions. 


Bengal Legislative Rules, 1912 — 

Amendment of the — . 8ee Rules. 


Bengal Secretariat — 

Alleged grievances of the junior assistants of the — . Rea Questions. 
Biiagirathi Rivhr— 

Dredging operations at the entrance of the—. See Questions. 


Bill — 

The Bengal Decentralization—, 1915 — 


introduced in Council 

referred to Stdect Committee 

presentation of the Report of Seleot Committee . 

Report of Solect Committee taken into consideration . 
passed in Council 

The Bengal Embankment (Sundarbans) — , 1915 — 

presentation of the Report of the Select Committee 
consideration of the Report of the Select Committee 

amendments withdrawn 

passed in Council 

J 

The Bengal Smoko-nuisances (Amendment) — , 1915 — 

introduced in Council 

referred to Select Committee 

The Bengal Steam-boilers and Prime-movers (Amendment)—, 1 0 p 5 

introduced in Council 

referred to Select Committee # 

presentation of Report of Select Committee 

passed iu Council 

The Calcutta Improvement (Amendment) — , 1915— 


422 
424, 426 
465 

465 

466 


II 

26 

26, 30, 33 
33 


466 

496 


II 

11 

26 

26 


presentation of the Report of the Select Committee . . . H 

consideration of Report of Seleot Committee «... 35 

amendments accepted . 39, 43, 47, 48, 52, 57, 58, 59, 61, 63, 73 73 go 
amendments lost , . 39, 44, 46, 47, 51, 58, 59, 61, 62, 64, 73 ^ 77 

amendments withdrawn . 43, 46, 48, 51, 56, 57, 59, 60, 62, 63 64 

73, 77, 78, 80 

passod in Council 

The Caloutta Port (Amendment)—, 1915 — 
introduced in Council 
taken into consideration 
passed in Council 


80 


33 

34 
34 


Biilbt, the Hon’blk Mr. L.— 

Appointed Member of Select Committee on the Bengal Decen- 
tralization Bill 


426 
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Birliy, thb Hon’ble Me. L. — concluded . 

Replied to questions regarding — 

acquisition oases of the Calcutta Improvement Trust ^ . 461 

alleged deaths from suicide and starvation in the district of 
- Comilla 455 

alleged distress in the district of Bakarganj .... 462 

alleged distress in the district of Bankura . . . 476, 478 

alleged distress in the district of Tippora owing to the floods 

caused by the river Gumti ...... 400 

alleged distress in the districts of Noakhali and Tippera . 408 

alleged famine and scarcity in the districts of Bankura and the 

24-rargftnas ......... 494 

alleged prevalence of distress in the districts of Noakhali and 

Tippera . . 415 

oertain statistics relating to Muhammadan Marriage Registrars 

in Bengal ......... 487 

condition of the flooded districts of Tippera and Noakhali . 479 

distribution of aman seedlings iu the areas whore orops have been 

destroyed by flood ........ 455 

estate of Jafarali Khan Fane© of Karat iy a .... 418 

filling of vacancies in the clerical establishment of the office of 

the Director of Agriculture ...... 403 

floods in Comilla and Noakhali ...... 453 

Government relief in the distressed areas ..... 464 

grant of relief by the Raja of Hill Tippera and other zamindars 466 

relief for flic poorer bhadrolvk classes in Eastern Bengal . . 456 

situation in the famine-stricken tracts in Eastorn Bengal . 410 

splitting up of the jurisdiction of the Muhammadan Marriage 

Registrar of Daoca ........ 463 

Bub-Registrars of Assurance* ....... 489 

total amounts of money given in agricultural loans and gratui- 
tous relief on the occasion of the Hoods iu Burdwan and 
Midnaporein 191, > 456 

Took rath of allegianoe ........ , 3'.)8 

Birkmyrf., tjik Hon’blb Mr. A. — 

Took oath of allegianco 398 


Boarding-houses— 

Establishment of hostels and— for students. See Qat^tions. 

Bom* as, the Uon’blk Mr. C. H. — 

The Calcutta Improvement (Amendment) Bill, 1915 . . 64,70,76,79 

Bray, the Honblb Mr. E. II. — 

Appointed Member of Select Committee on the Bengal Smoke^nuisanoes 

' (Amendment) Bill, 1915. 496 

Appointed Member of 8elect Committee on the Bengal Steam-boilers and 

• Prime-movers (Amendment) Bill, 1915 . . . 12 

Budget — 

Bengal — for 1915-16 ; 204—278 

» 

Burdwan — 

Dacoitiee in tbfe Presidency and— Divisions. See Questions. 

Filling up of the vacancies in the posts of Deputy Sanitary Commiesioners 
in the — aud Presidency Divisions. See Qtenthns, 

Total amounts of money given in agricultural loahs and gratuitous relief 
on the ocoasion of the floods in — aid Midnapore in 1913. See 
Qutittona. 
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IND VJL , 


Buhdwan, the Hon'ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of— 

Appointed Member of Select Committee on the Bengal Decentralisation 

Bill, 1915 

Spoke on resolution regarding death of the Hon’ble Nawab Sir Khwaja 

Salimullah Bahadur of Daoca 

The Calcutta Improvement (Amendment) Bill, 1915 


C 

CaI CUITA — 

Alleged lack of police supervision of traffic in the northern quarters of — . 
beo Questions. 

Hostel accommodation for Muhammadan M A and M.Sc. students in — . 
See Questions. 

Importation of salt into — . See Questions. 

Obstruction of traffic in — by firms and companies who have the power 
to lay underground pipes and cables. See Questions. 

Outbreak of small-pox in — . See Questions. 

Posts of Income-tax Assessors in — . See Questions . 

Promotion of female eduoation in — . See Resolution*. 

Promotion of primary eduoation in — . See Resolutions. 

Protection of the people of— from attaoka from armed duooifs. See 
Questions, 

Repairs to canal bank roads iu the fringe area of the —Municipality. See 
Resolutions . 

Small-pox in—. See Questions. 

The Laskarpur and other mobiles included iu the area acquired by the 
Port Commissioners of — . See Questions. 

Calcutta Improvement (Amendment) Bill, 1915. See lit l 

a 

Calcutta Improvement Trust — 

Acquisition cases of the — . See Questions. 

Employment of Indians in the—. See Questions. 

Expenditure of the — on its establishment. Soo Questions. 

Pay and allowance of the chief valuor of the—. See Que f tions. 

Pay of Chairman of tho— . See Questions. 

Calcutta Police — 

Certain statistics in regard to the—. See Quest.ons. 

Improvement of the position and prospects of subordinate Indian Polioe 
offioors in the — . See Questions. 

Number of appointments as Sergeants in the— Foroe in 1913-14. See 
Questions. , 

Recruitment of Inspectors, Sergeants and Head-oonstables for the -Force. 
See Questions. , 

Terms and eoope of Mr. Gourlay’s inquiry in connection with the — . See 
Questions. 

Calcutta Port (Amendment) Bill, 1915. See Bili. 

Calcutta Tramway Company — 

Tram-traok repairs by the—. 8ee Questions. 

Calcutta University — * 

Alteration of the dates of the— examinations. See Qu$$tion$, 
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CaM4U— ^ 

Supply of water for the irrigation of — in the neighbourhood of the Eden 
Canal. £ee Questions, 


Pack. 


Cattle— 


Alleged deterioration of-* in Bengal. See Qmsiions, 


C«f8 — # 

Amount spent on sanitation from Public Works—. See Qustious. 

Earmarking of a portion of the Public Works— for sanitary purposes. 
£ee Questions. 

Proposed amendment of the— Act. See Questions, 


ClIAKRAYAJtTI, THE HoN’bLE M». BYOyKFS— 

Spoke on resolution regarding — 

establishment of a City Civil Court in Calcutta . 883, 884, 387 

Bengal Budget, 1915-16 33G, 337 

Chandra, the Ho.n’bmc Rai Bahadur Uari Mohan — 

Appointed Member of Select Committee on the Bengal Pecentraliza.iou 

Bill 426 

Asked questions regarding — t 

communication of un favourable reports to subordinate officers . 203 

introduction of tbo elective 8) stem in tho Darjeeling 

Municipality 203 

Bengal Budget, 1910- 16 ...... ... 31 6 

Chapun, the LIun’bi b Mh. A. AY. C. — 

The Bengal Budget, 1915-10 294 

• 

Chaudhuri, the Hon’ule Maulvi Mazharul Anwar — 

Asked questions regarding — 

annual floods caused by the river Ajui ..... 404 


filling of vacancies in the clerical establishment of the office of 


tho Director of Agrioulture 40^ 

posts of Inoome-tax Assessors in Calcutta ..... 404 

Bengal Budget, 1915-16 ail 

Chaudhubi, the Hon’blb Nawab Saiyid If ossa m Haider, Khan Bahadur — 

Asked questions regarding — 

alleged closing down of the technical schools in the Presidency 407 
alleged distress in the district of Tippera owing to the floods 

oaused by the river Uumti 406 

cholera and small-pox epidemics in and about tho town of 

Comilla 4 (a 

damage to Comilla town by floods caused by tho river Gumti . 405 

extension of the powers of Local Boards .477 

facilities to Muhammadan prisoners for religious observances 476 

introduction and development, of new and existing industries 

• in the Presi den oy .476 

scarcity of food-grains in the districts ... .107 

transfer of tbe headquarters station of the Noakhali district J07 

uniformity of the rules and orders, of the Education Depart- 
ment in Eastern and Western Bengal . . . j 07 

Bengal Budget, 1915-16 290 
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Chauduri, t^p, Hon’blb Nawab 8aiy d Nawab Alt—, Khan Bahadur— 

Bengal Budget, 1915-16 824 

Calcutta Improvement (Amendment) Bill, 1915 37 

8poko on resolutions regarding— 

death of the Hon’ble Sir Khwaja Salimullah Bahadur of Dacca . 4 

establishment of a City Civil Court in Caloutta . . 361 

CiiAUimtrai, tub Hon’hlf. Raja Mahbndra Rakjan Ray — 

Asked question regarding — 

infantile mortality in Bengal 24 

Moved resolutions regarding — 


appointment of practical lecturers and financial advisers for the 

benefit of the peasant and industrial classes ... 84 

onoouragement of agricultural farming, dairy farming, fruit 

farming and fruit preserving 84 

encouragement of small home industries in Bengal ... 83 

establishment of Industrial Co-operative Societies in various * 
districts 83 


Chhatra-Serampur Defence Party. See Questions. 

Chittagong — 

Purchase and maintenance of a second dredger for the Port of — . See 

Resolutions 


Cholera — 

and small-pox epidemios in and about the town of Cotndla. See Questions. 

City Civil Court— 

Resolution regarding establishment di a— in Calcutta ... UG1 

Civil Skrviuk — 

Promotion of Sub-Registrars to the Provincial or Subordinate—. See 
Questions. 

COMILI.A — 

Alleged deaths from suicide and starvation in the district of—. See 
Questions . 

Cholera and small-pox epidemios iu and about the town of — . See 
Questions. 

Damage to— town by floods caused by the river Gumti. See Questions . 

Floods in— and Noakhali. See Questions . 

Oo-OrKRATIVF. SOOIFTIVB — 

Establishment of Industrial— ii> various districts. See Resolutions . 

Court (s)— , 

Establishment of a City Civil— in Caloutta. See City Civil Court. See 
Resolutions. 

Filling up of vacancies in the posts of ministerial officers in, the civil— at 
Noakhali. See Questions. 

Inconvenience felt by the Honorary Presidency Magistrates of the New 
Central Police— in finding their way to their court-rooms. See 

Quest i ‘tis. 

Inorease of pay of prooess-serving peons attached to civil— . See 

Quest i ns. 

Location of — of Presidency Magistrates. See Resolutions. 

Transfer of the Bite of the — for juvenile offenders. See Question^ 
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ix 


Cowley, the HojPble Me. F. A. A.— 

Appointed Member of Select Committee on the Bengal Steam-boilers and 

t Prime-movers (Amendment) Bill, 1915 

Introduced certain heads of the amended draft Financial Statement . . 


Page, 


12 

99 


Replied to questions regarding — 

annual floods caused by the river Ajai ..... 
damage to Comiila town by floods caused by the river Gumti 
^redging operations at the entrance of the Bhagirathi river 
erection of platforms on certain stations on the Assam-Bengal 

It ail way . 

supply of water for the irrigation of canals in tho neighbour- 
hood of the Eden Canal • 

Took oath of allegiance < 


404 

406 

284 

452 

18 

598 


Crops — 

Distribution of uwan seedlings in the areas where—have been destroyed by 
flooc. Hoe Questions. 


CUMMINO, THK Hon'bLE Mr. J. G. — 

Introduced certaiu heads of the amended draft Financial Statement 90, 91, 100 
Replied to questions regarding — 

abolition of tho last grade of Munsifs in Bengal ... 9 

certain statistics in regard to the Calcutta Police . . . 28* 

communication of unfavourable reports to subordinate officers . 203 

cost of effecting tho division and re-adjustment, of administrative 
areas as recommeudod by the District Administration 
Committee 24 

dacoities in tho Presidency and Burdwan Divisions ... 22 

expenditure in connection with the partitioning of tho district 

of Mycuensingh 24 

filling up of vacancies in the posts of ministerial offioerfl in tho 

civil courts at Noakhali ....... 203 

introduction of administrative and other ohaDgos on* the basis of 
the recommendations of the District Administration 

Committee 24 

Kabuli money-lenders in Bengal 23 

Laskarpur and other mosques included iu the area aoquirod by 

the Port Commissioners of Calcutta ..... 2fi 

mosques situated within tho area acquired by tho Port Com- 
missioners .......... 10 

number of appointments as Sergeants in the Calcutta Police 

Force in 1913-14 . 288 

posting of Muhammadan Sub- Inspectors of Police to Alipore . 287 

protection of riparian towns against dacoities . . . 28 

reoruitment of Inspectors, Serges nts and Head -constables for 

the Calcutta Police boree ... ... 289 

relaxation of the provisions of the Arms Act .... 23 

transfer of the headquarters station of the Noakhali district . 107 

Bengal Budget, 1915-16 298, 349 


Customs HousS, Calcutta — 

Latest hour of receipt of Government paper and .,tkor sexuritics in the — . 
See Question!, 

* 

D 

Dacca— f 

Death of the Hon’ble Nawab 8ir Kbw&ja Saliraulhih Bahadur, o c j.e., 
k.c.s.i,, of— 

Meeting of the Bengal Legislative Council at — 

Splitting up of the jurisdiction of the Muhammadan Marriage Registrar 
of — . See Questions. 


S 

398 
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Daooiti Ru- 
in the Presidency and Burdwan Divisions. 8ee Question*. 

Protection of riparian towns agaiust — . See Questions. 

Dacoits— 

Protection of the people of Calcutta from attaoks from armed—. See 
Questions . 

Darjeeling Municipality — 

c 

Introduction of the elective system in the — . 8ee Questions. 

Death — 

of the Ilon’ble Navvab Sir Knwaja Salimullah Bahadur, g.c.i b., k.c.s.l, 
of Dacca. See Resolutions . 

DfCKNT HM.IZVI ION — 

The Bengal —Bill, 1915. See Bill. 

Defence Party — 

Chhatra-Serampur -. See Questions. 

Deputy Oollkci OTIS — 

Appointment to posts of — . See Question* . 

Deputy Sanitary Commissi on ki.s — 

Filling up of the vacancies iu the posts of —in the Burdwan and Presi- 
dency Divisions. See Questions. 

Dktkhioraiion — 

Alleged — of cattle in Bengal. See Questions. 


De, tub LLox’rlk Mr. K. C. — 

A ppoinied Member of Sehot Committee m the Bengal Decentralization 

Bill, 1915 426 

Beplied to questions regarding— 

accommodation of Muhammadan studonts ... . 456 

employment of Indians in the Calcutta Improvement Trust 418 

expenditure of the Calcutta Improvement Trust on its establish- 
ment ..... .... 449 

expenditure of the Public Works cess by District Boards on 

sanitary improvement ...... 465 

extension of the powers of Local Boards 477 

filling up of vacancies in the posts of Deputy Sanitary Commis- 
sioners in the Burdwan and Presidency Divisions . . 462 

grants for primary and secondary education .... 484 

obstruction of traflio in Calcutta by firms aud companies who 

have the power to lay underground pipts and cables . 474 

Provincial Malaria Committee in Bengal .... 481, 490 

pay and allowanoe of the chief valuer of the Caloutta Improve- 
ment Trust 450 

pay of Chairman of the Calcutta Improvement Tru4 . . 450 

Kajabari monument ^ . . . 452 

supply of filtered water to the town of Asansol . . 450 

teaching of the vernaculars in European schools fo? girls . 465 

tram-track repairs by the Calcutta Tramway Company . . 475 

upkeep of roads within the jurisdiction of the Asansol Tjooal 

Board 460 

Took oath of allegianoe 446 
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Director of Agriculture— 


Fillinj 


of vacancies in the olerioai establishment of the offioe of the—. 
b Question*. 


Distress — 

Alleged deaths from suicide and starvation in the district of Comilla. 
See Questions. 

Alleged — in the district of Bakarganj. Seo Questions. 

Alleged*-in the district of Baukura. See Questions. 

Alleged — in the district of Tippera owing to the tloods caused by the 
river Gumti. See Questions. 

Government relief in the distressed areas. See Questions. 

In the Noakhali aud Tippera districts. 8ee Questions ; See Statement. 

District Administration Committee — 

Cost of effeoting the division and re-adjustment of administrative areas 
aB reoomraended by the — . See Questions, 
introduction of administrative and other ohangos on the basis of the 
recommendations of the—. See Questions. 

District Boards — 

Expenditure of the Public Works cess by— on sanitary improvement. 
See Questions. 

District Charitable Society — 

The Indian Beotion of the — . Seo Resolutions. 

Donald, the Hon’blk Mk. J. — 

Replied to questions regarding — 


alleged closing down of the technical sohools in the Presidency . 407 

ulloged grievances of the junior assistants of the Bengal 

Secretariat . . # . . . . 470 

oholera and small-pox # epidemios in and about, the town of 

Comilla 407 

decline of the city of Murshidabad . . . . 4U> 

extension of class-rooms in the Nawab Bahadur's Institution 

at Murshidabad . . . . . . , 411 

extension of the elective system to all municipalities . . . 41 fc 

indigenous industries 477 

introduction and development of new and existing industries in 

the Presidency 477 

laying out of a park iu the fringe area (Shambazar) . . . 401 

pOBts of Inoomo-tax Assessors in Calcutta 404 

reorganization of the Exoiso Department ..... 414 

supply of Government reports and publications to Mom hers of 

the Bengal Legislative Council ...... 400 

Took oath of allegiance S9H 


Dbbdgbb- 

Purchase and maintenance of a second — for the Port of Chittagong. 
Bee Resolutions. 

Dredging operations— • 

at the outran c^ of the Bhagirathi river. See Questions. 


E 


Earle scheme — 

for the opening of mianjutraiuing schools, etc. 


Bee Questions, 
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Eastern Berg a l— 

Belief for the poorer bhadralok classes in — . See Questions. 

Situation in the famine-stricken tracts in—. See Questions. 

EDUCATION — 

Grants for primary and secondary—. See Questions. 
of purdahnashin ladies in the Lalbagh subdivision of Murshidabad, See 
Questions. 

Promotion of female — in Calcutta. See Resolutions 
Promotion of primary — in Calcutta. See Resolutions. 

Uniformity of the rules and orders of the —Department in Eastern and 
Western Bengal. See Questions. 

Elective system — 

Extenson of the — to all municipalities. See Questions 
Introduction of the— in the Darjeeling Municipality. S'. j e Questions. 

EsTAhi.lSHMRNT— 

Expenditure of the Calcutta Improvement Tiust on its—. See Questions . 

Filling of vacancies in the clerical— of the office of the Direotor of 
Agriculture. See Questions. 

of hostels and boarding-houses for siudonts. See Ques'ion*. 
of Industrial Co-operative Societies in various districts. See Resolutions. 

Excibr Department— 

Reorganisation of the— . See Questions. 

Expenditure— - 

in connection with the parti’ inning of the district of Mymensingh. See 
Questions . 


Famine*— 


Alleged— and scarcity in the districts of Bankura and the 24-Parganas 
See Questions, 

Situation in the— stricken tracts in Eastern Bengal. See Questions. 


Fazl-ul-Haq, the Hon’bi.k Maui.m A. K — 

Appointed Member of Sehot Committee on the Bengal Decentralization 

Bill, 1915 

Asked questions regarding— 

^aooommodation of Muhammadan students . . . 

^ appointment of Muhammadan Additional Deputy Inspectors 
of Soboole in liowrah, Bankura and the proposed dibtriot of 
Kharagpur 

Earle 6oheme for the opening of mtafl;#- training sohools, etc. 

^ <fetabliahment of hostels and boarding-houses for students 

/ 

^ estate of Jafarali Khan Panee of Karatiya 1- . . , 

filling up of vacancies in the posts of ministerial offioars in the 
oivil courts at Noakhali 

v. hostel aooommodation for Muhammadan M.A. and M.Sc. 
students in Calcutta 

v increase of pay of process-serving peons attached to civil 
j oourts 

listed appointments permanently filled by members of the 
Judicial Branch of the Provincial Service 
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Aake4 qupitions regarding— 

^mosques situated within the area aoquired by the Port Com mi a- ^ 

/ sioners, Calcutta 

^'sulr&dizing of maktab * * 25 ^ 

Laskarpur and other mosques included in the arta acquired ' 
by th« Port Commissioners uf Calcutta . 25 

Bengal Budget, 1915*16 . 

* Calcutta^Tmprovemont (Amendment) Bill, 1915 

2 ved resolution regarding — 

location of courts of Presidency Magistrates 

opoko oq resuiution regarding — 

establishment of a City Civil Court in Calcutta 
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497, 507 
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Filtered w atkr— 

Supply of— to the town of Asansol. See Questions. 


Financial Statement — 

Presentation of the amended draft' 
Introduction of oertain heads . 


Fisheries — 

m Bengal. See Question*. 
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Fishery Department — 

Costs of the — in Bengal. See Questions. 


Flood(h) — 

Annual — caused by tlio river Ajai. See Question*. 

Damage to Comilla town by— oaused by the river liumtu See Question «. 

Distribution of atnan seedlings in the ureas where crops have been 
destroyed by—. See Questions. r 

in Oomilla and Noakhali. See Questions. 

Total amounts of money given in agricultural loans and gratuitous relief 
on the occasion of the— in Hurd wall and Miduappre in lHih 

See Question*. 


Foot>-grains — 

Soaroity of — in the districts. See Question*. 


3-hosal — 
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Case of Dr. Chandi Charau — ami others. 


See Question*. 


jri.KN, the Uon’rll Mr. Ii.— 

Spoke on resolution regarding — 

deiih of the llou’bie Sir Khwaja Ralimulluh Bohudur of 
Dacca .... 

Irkbn, the Hon’bik Mr. 11. II — 

Appointed Member of Select Committee on the Bengal Stuole-umHanoes 
(Am^ndm«*nt) Bill, 1915 ..... 

Introduced certain heads of the amended draft Financial Statement . 

Took oath of allegiance . , 

TRICE, THE Hon' BEE Mil. \V. T. — 

Appcftnted Member of Select Committee on the Bengal Steam- boiler* and 
Prime ujo verb (Amendment) Bill, 1915 
Asked quest ion, regarding — 

teaching of the vernaculars iu European schools for girls 


4 


4 % 

lo 1 
472 


12 

m 



Page. 


Eastern Brhgal— 

Belief for the poorer bhadralok classes in — . See Questions . 

Situation in the famine-stricken tracts in—* See Questions. 

Education— 

Grants for primary and secondary — . See Questions. 

of jmrdahnashin ladies in the L&lbagh subdivision of Murshidabad, 8ee 
Questions. 

Promotion of female — in Calcutta. See Resolutions 
Promotion of primary — in Calcutta. See Resolutions. 

Uniformity of the rules and orders of the —Department in Eastern and 
Western Bengal. See Questions. 

Elective system — 

Extens : on of the— to all municipalities. See Questions 
Introduction of the— in the Darjeeling Municipality. See Questions. 

Esiahi.ishmbht — 

Expenditure of the Caloutta Improvement Tiust on its—. See Questions . 

Filling of vacancies in the clerical— of the office of the Director of 
Agriculture. See Questions. 

of hostels and boarding-houses for students. See Ques'ion*. 
of Industrial Co-operative Societies in various districts. See Resolutions. 

Excisk Department— 

Reorganisation of the— . boo Questions. 

Expenditure— 

in connection with the parti* inning of the district of MymenBingh. See 
Questions. 


Famine*-- 

Alleged— and soaroity in the districts of Bankura and the 24-Parganas 
See Qmstiuns, 

Situation in the — stricken tracts in Eastern Bengal. See Questions. 


Fa/l-ul-Uaq, the Hon’hlr Maui/vi A. K — 

Appointed Member of Sehot Committee on the Bengal Decentralization 
Bill, 1916 

Asked questions regarding — 

aooommodation of Muhammadan students . . " . 

4 appointment of Muhammadan Additional Deputy Inspectors 
of Schools in Howrah, Bankura and the proposed district of 
Kharagpur 

Earle scheme for the opening of mianji* training schools, etc. 

^ sfetablishment of hostels and hoarding-houses for students 
/ ^ 
v estate of Jafarali Khan Panee of Karatiya 1- 

filling up of vaoanoies in the posts of ministerial officers in the 
civil oourts at Noakhali 


hostel aooommodation for 
students in Caloutta . 


Muhammadan M.A. and M.Sc. 

• • . • i • 

increase of pay of process-serving peons attached to civil 
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2 ved resolution regarding — 

location of courts of Presidency Magistrates 

©poke oq resolution regarding — 

establishment of a City Civil Court in CalouMa 
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Filtered wathr — 

Supply of— to tho town of Asansol. See Quest im*. 


Financial Statement — 

Presentation of tho amended draft — 
Introduction of oertuin heads . 


Fisheries — 

in Bengal. See Quest ivns. 


86 

. MO, 87, 80 , no, 91. 
92, 95. 96, 97, 
98, 99, 100, 
X0J, 103 


FlSUKRY DltPARrMF.NT — 

Coats of tlie — iu Bengal. See Quettimt. 


Flooi.(h) 


Annual — caused by the river Ajai. See Qumtiuns. 

Damage to OomilU town by— aaused by the river tiumti. See Qurslion. 

Distribution of a, nan seedlings in the ureas where crops Lave bear, 
destroyed by — . See Quest tons. * 

in Comilla and Noakhali. See Quest ions. 

Total amounts of money given in agricultural loans and gratuitous relief 
on the occasion of tho-in Burdwuu and Miduappre in ittiy 
Dee Question*. 1 u * 


Food* grains — 

Soaroity of — in the districts. See Question*. 


Ghosal — 


G 


Case of Dr. Chandi Charan — and others. 


See Question*. 


Gun, the Ho&’rm: Mu. 11.' — 

Spoke on resolution regarding — 

death of the llon’ble Sir Khwaja Saliraullah Bahadur of 
Dacca 

• 

Green, the Hon’hus Mr. II. II.— 

Appointed Member of Select Committee on the Bengal Smote., mmanoe* 
(Amendment) Bill, 1915 ' uow 

Introduced certain heads of the amended draft Financial Statement . 

Took oath of adlcgiauoo ..... 

Grice, the Hon’blk Mu. W. T. — 

Appointed Member of Seleot Committee fm the Bengal Steam-boilers and 
Prime movers (Amendment) Bill, 1913 
Asked question regarding — 

teaching of the vernaculars iu European schools for girls 
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Go AM TOWN — 

Drainage scheme for— in the Krishnagar Municipality. See Quotum*. 
Govbrnmrnt paper — 

Latest hour of receipt of— -and other seoaritiee in the Customs House r 
Calcutta. See Questions. 


Paob. 


Gumti— 

Alleged distress in the^ district of Tippera owing to the floods ocused by 
the river—. See Question s. 

Damage to Comilla town by floods caused by the river—. See Questions. 


Gun-jjcknseb — 

Cancellation of—. See Question. 


H 

Harris, thh IIon’iile Surgeon-General Q. F. A. 

lntroduood certain heads of the amended draft Financial Statement . . 95 

Hau, thk Hon’iilb Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul— 

See Iazl~ul-Uaq. 

Hilary, the Hon’blb Mr. II. J. — 

Appointed Member of Select Committee on the Bengal Smoke-nuisanoes 

(Amendment) Bill, 1915 

Hill Tippera— 

Grant of relief by the Baja of— and other zamiadars. See Questions. 

Honorary Presidency Magistrate* ~ 

Inoonvetiionre felt by the — of the New Central Police Court in finding 
their way to their court-rooma. » See Q>n ^ttvns. 

Horn km., thk Uon'hi.r Mh. W. W. — 

Bengal Budget, 1915*16 

Introduced certain heads of the nrnendod draft Financial Statement . ;jj 
S peke on resolutions regarding — 

promotion of female education in Calcutta . . . ]P2 

promotion of primary education in Calcutta . . . . 


llosm (s) — 

Accommodation for Muhammadan M.A. and M.8c. students in Calcutta. 
See Questions. 

Establishment of — and boarding-houses for studonts. See Quest ons. 


Howrah— 

Appointment of Muhammadan Additional Deputy Inspectors of Schools 
iu— , Bankura and the proposed district of Kharagpur. See Questions. 


IltniA— 

The IIonTde Nawab Sycd Shams-ul— . Sec Shams-ui-Huda. 


HtSAlN, THK Hon’bT/R MaULVT MUSHARRAF — 

Bengal Budget, 1915-16 . . . , % . 

Spoke on resolution regarding- 

death of the Hon’ble Sir Khwaja S&limuliah Bahadur of Daooa 


308 


IMPROVEMENT— 


I 


of the position and prospects of subordinate Indian Polioe officers in the 
Calcutta Police. See Questions. 
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Income-tax Assessors — 

Posts pf~in Caloutta See Quntiont. 

Indians — 

Employment of — in the Calcutta Improvement Trust. See Questions 

Industrial Co-opkrativr SOCIETIES— 

. Establishment of— in various districts. See Letoiutio'i*. 

Industrial— 

development of Bengal. See Resolutions. 

iNDUSrBIBS — 

Encouragement of small home — in Bongal. See Resolution*. 

Indigenous — . See Questions. 

Introduction and development of now uud cxistiog — in the Presidency. 
t*ee Questions. 

Infantile mortality — 

in Bengal. See Questions. 

Intbknmknt— 

of Bengalis. See Question*. 

Irbigation — 

Supply of water for the— nf canals in the neighbourhood of the Eduu 
Canal. See Quest tone. 


Ismail Khan, tub IIon’hlf, CiucmiUBi Muhammad — 

A.skod questions regarding — 

alleged ih“tre*H in the district of Bakurgauj . . i * i l 

alleged grievances of * the junior absistants of the Bengal 
Secretariat . . . . . . . - 

certain statistics relating to Muhammadan Marriage Registrars 
in Bengal . . . • • • • • 

filling up of vacancies »n the j> .bts of DepiP v Sanitary Com- 

mifltdoners in the Burdwan and Pr«Hid»uey Division* . -102 

splitting up of the jurisdiction of the MuliAmmudau Marriage 

Registrar of Dacca . . . . . B» , , ) 

Sub-Iiegittrurs of Assurances ....... dV.J 

EurVt y and aett lenient operations in the district oi Xoakhaii . 1 1 

Bongal Budget, ID 10- 1 (J ; >Jo 

Spoke on resolutions regarding — 

death of the ilon’ble Sir Khwaja Sahnjuilah liah*idur of Dacca »> 

establish oie ut of a City Civil Court in Culowtta . . 't? I 

location of court* of Pieiudeuoy Magistrate* .... rVM 


J 

Tafarali Khan Banff. — 

Estate of— of Kafatiya. ^>ee Questions. 

« 

^amalpur subdivision — 

Outrage upon women in the — of Mymenbingh. See Quest oru. 

UD1CIAL — 

Listed appointments permanently filial by members of tle—Branoh of the 
Provincial Service. See Questions, 
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Jurisdiction*— - 

Transfer of the for the trial of oertain classes of money-suit^ from 

Sealdah to Alpore. Bee Question «. 


Juvenile opfendees— 

Transfer of the site of the oourt for—. See Questions. 


Kabul] m wet-lenders— 

in Bengal Bee Questions. 


K 
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Kerr, the IIoN'm.r Mi:. J. IT. — 

Introduced oertain heeds of the — 

amended draft Financial Statement 

J Replied to questions regarding— 

alleged deterioration of cattle in Bengal 

alleged lack of police supervision of traffio in the northern 
quartor of Calcutta 

alleged official interference with municipal elections at Barisal . 

alleged outragoa on women 

appointment t,o posts of Deputy Collectors .... 

cancellation ot gun-1 menses 

case of Dr. Chamli Charan Ghosal and others .... 

Chhatra-Serampur Defence Party 

costs of the Fishery Department in Bengal .... 

dredging of the river Bhagirathi ...... 

establishment of greater confidenoe and trust botweon the police 
and the people ......... 

facilities to Muhammadan prisoners for religious observances 

fisheries in liongal . 

hostel aceomnu dation for Muhammadan M.A. and M Sc. students 

in Calcutta 

improvement of the position and prospects of subordinate Indian 
Police otlioers in the Calcutta Police .... 

inconvenience felt by the Honorary Presidency Magistrates of 
the New Central Police Court in finding thoir way to their 
court-rooms . ....... 

iucreaNO of pay of process-serving peons attached to civil courts . 
internment of Bengalis ........ 

listed appointments permanently filled by members of the Judi- 
cial Branch of the Provincial Service .... 

outrage upon women in the Jaraalpur subdivision of Mymensingh 
promotion of Sub- Registrars to the Provincial or Subordinate 

Civil Service 

pi election of the people of Calcutta from attacks from armed 
dacoits «. ....... 

recording of complaints and taking up of investigations in looal 

tit (l hat . . . . . . . * 

scarcity of food-grains in the districts 

survey and settlement operations in the district of Noakhali 

terms and scope of Mr. Gourlay's inquiry in connection with 

the Calcutta Police 

trcnder of the juris hetion for the trial of oert&in classes of 
money -Buits from Sealdati to Alipore . 

tramior of the site of the court for juvenile offenders 
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417 
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KnA' AGl 1 K - 

Appointment of Muhammadan Additional I‘eputy Inspectors of Schools 
in ilovvrah, Bunkura and the proposed district of — . See Questions. 
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Khwaja Salimullah— 

Death o! the ITon'ble Nawab Sir— Bahadur, g.c.i.k., k c.b.i., of Dacca, 
ffc© Resolutions. 


Krwwagar — 

Drainage scheme for Goaii town in the— Municipality. See Questions. 
Water-works scheme for the— Municipality. See Questions. 


La dibs — 


L 


Education of purdahna*hv , — in the Lalbagli subdivision. See Questions. 


Laha, the Hon'hle Raja Huishikesh — , 

Appointed Member of Select Committee on tbo Bengal Smoke-nuisanoea 


(Amendment) Bill, 1915 49 $ 

Bengal Budget, 19L';-16 299 

Bengal Embankment (Sundarbans) Bill, 1915 27, ,'U) 22, 33 

Calcutta Improvement (Amendment) Bill, 1915 . , 40,49,51, 07 58 

59, 03, 04, 08, 73 

Spoke on resolution regarding — 

establishment of a City Civil Court in Calcutta . . . 370 , 383 


LaLBAGH SUBDlYfelOX — 

Education of pur da hn a. shin ladies in the— of Murshidabad. Seo Questions. 


La.no, the IJon’ui e Mh. J. — 


Appointed Member of Select Committoe on the Bengal Smoke-nuisances 
(Amendment) Bill, 1915 

Took oath of ulhgiance 


496 

398 


Licenses— 

Cancellation of gun — . See Questions. 


Local Boaud is) — 

Extension of the powers of—. See Questions. 

Up-keep of roads within the jurisdiction of the Aeansol — . Sco Questions. 
LoCA L S K L F-(i O V F It N M KN I — 

Appointment of a Committee for the advancement of — . Sco Resolutions . 
Lyon, the IIon'blb Mh. I*. C. — 

Bengal Budget, 1915-1G 

Bengal legislative Rules, 1912 

Spoke to resolution regarding — 

location of courts of Presidency Magistrates .... 


348 

426 

503 


M 


Malaria — 

fever in the Nadia district. See Questions, 
Provincial — Committee in Bengal. See Questions. 

Maktabb— 

Subsidizing of—. See Questions, 


Marriage Registrar (s)— 

Certain statifetics relating to Muhammadan— in Bengal. See Questions , 
Splitting up of the jurisdiction of the Muhammadan— of Dacca. Be 
Questions. 
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Midnapore— 

Total amounts of money given in agrionltural loans and gratuitous relief 
on the oooasion of the floods in Burdwan and— in 191& See 
Questions. 

Ministerial officers— 

Filling up of vacancies in the posts of —in the civil oourts at Noakhali. 
See Questions. 

Monahan, thb Hon’ble Mr. F. J,— ' 

Appointed Member of Seleot Committee on the Bengal Decentralisation 
BUI, 1915 . ........ 

Monument (s) — 

Restoration of mosques and— in the city of Murshidabad. See Questions . 
The Rajabari — . See Questions . 

Mosques — 

Restoration of— and monuments in the city of Murshidabad. See 
Questions. 

situated within the area acquired by the Port Commissioners, Calcutta. 
See Questions. 

The Laskarpur and other — inoluded in the area acquired by the Port 
Commissioners of Calcutta. See Questions. 

Muhammadan (s) — 

Accommodation of — students. See Questions. 

Appointment of— Additional Deputy Inspectors of Sohools in Howrah, 
Bankura and the proposed district of Kharagpur. See 
Questions. 

Certain statistics reiaticg to— Marriage Registrars in Bengal. See 
Questions. 

Facilities to— prisoners for religious observances. See Questions. 

Hostel accommodation for — M.A. and M.Sc. students in Caloutta. See 
Questions. 

Posting of— Sub-Inspectors of Police to Alipore. See Questions. 

Splitting up of the jurisdiction of the— Marriage Registrar of Daoca. 
See Qussltotts. 

Mukharji, thb Hon'ble Rai Bahadur Priya Natii— 

Bengal Budget, 1915-16 

Introduced certain heads of the amended draft Financial Statement 

Municipal elections — 

Alleged oflioial interference with recent — at Bariaal. See Questions. 
Municipalities— 

Extension of the el eotive system to all — . See Questions . 

Munsifs— 

Abolition of the last grade of — in Bengal. See Questions . 

Murshidabad, the Hon’blr Nawab Bahadur of— 

Asked questions regarding — 

decline of the city of Murshidabad 

extension of class-rooms in the Nawab Bahadur's Institution at 
Murshidabad 

restoration of mosques and monuments in the oity of Murshidabad 
sinking of wells in the district of Murshidabad .... 

Bengal Budget, 1915-16 

Took oath of allegianoe 
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MuiSBIDABAD — 

Decline of the city of — . See Question. 

Education of purdahnashin ladies in the Lalbagh subdivision of—. See 
Questions. 

Extension of class- rooms in the Nawab Bahadur's Institution at—. See 
Questions, 

Restoration of mosques and monuments in the city of — . See Questions, 
Sinking of wells iu the district of—. See Questions, 


Fags. 


if YMBN8INGH — 

Expenditure in oonnection with the partitioning of the distriot of—. See 
Questions . 

Outrage upon women in the Jamalpur subdivision of — . See Questions . 


N 


Nadia— 

Malaria fever in the— distriot. See Questions . 


Nashipcr, thb Hon’blk Mahabja Ranajit Sinka op — 

Asked questions regarding — 

alleged outrages on women 

amount spent for sanitation from Public Works cess . 
dredging of the river Bhagirathi ...... 

dredging operations at the entrance of the Bhagirathi river 

oarmarkmg o£ a portion of the Public Works cess for sanitary 
purposes .......... 

expenditure on sanitary purposes in rural and urban areas # 
projects for the improvement of sanitation . 
proposed amendment of the Cess Act . . . . . 

six-monthly publication of sanitary projects . 

Bmall-pox in Calcutta ........ 

the Hare and Hindu Schools ....... 
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110 
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283 

283 
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Nawab Bahadur’s Institution — 

Extension of class- roomB in the — at Murahidabad. See Questions. 


Newbould, thk Hon’blk Mr. B. B.— 

Appointed Member of Select Committee on the Bengal Steam-boilers and 

Prime-movers (Amendment) Bill, 1915 ...... 12 

Noaxhali— 

Alleged distress in the districts of — and Tippera. See Questions. 

Alleged prevalence of distress iu the districts of — and Tippera. See 
Questions. 

Condition of the flooded districts of Tippera and — . See Questions. 

Distress in the— and Tippera districts. Sec Statement. 

Filling up ot vacancies in the posts of ministerial officers in the civil 
oourts at—. See Questions. 

Ffbods in Comilla and — . See Questions . 

8urvey and settlement operations in the district of—. See Questions . 

Transfer of the headquarters station of the— district. See Questions* 



0 
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Oath of allegiance — 

The Hou’blo Nawab Bahadur of Mursbidabad . • . . • 17 

The HonHble Colonel W. It. Edwards 361 

The Hon’ble Messrs. J. Lang, J. Donald, L, Birley, F. A. A. Cowley, 

J. C. Twidell, and A. B irk my re 398 

The Ilon’ble Mr.KO.De 448 

The Hon'ble Messrs. II. H. Green, E. B. H. Panton, and the Hon’ble 

Babu Bumtaran Banerji . . . . . . r . . 472 


P 


Pal, the Uon’bi.e Rai Bahadur Radha Charan — 

Appointed Member of Select Committee on the Bengal Smoke-nuisances 

(Amendment) Bill, 1915 49G 

Asked questions regarding — 

acquisition oa^es of the Calcutta Improvement Tiust . . 451 

alleged i amine and scarcity in the districts of Bankura and the 

24-Pargauas ......... 494 

alleged lack of police supervision of traffic in the northern 

quarter of Calcutta ........ 473 

employment of Indians in the Caloutta Improvement Trust . 448 

establishment of greater confidence and trust between the poiioe 

mid the people ......... 472 

expenditure of the Calcutta Improvement Trust on its 

O'triblishmeut ......... 449 

improvement of the position and prospects of subordinate 

1 ndmn Police officers in the Calcutta Police . . . 402 

inoomonirnen f»4t by the Honorary Presidency Magistrates of 
the New Ontial Police Court in finding their way to their 
court-rooms . . .... .401 

laying out of a park in the fringe area (Shambasar) . . 401 

obstruction of traffic in Caloutta by firms and companies who 

have the power to icy underground pipes and cables . . 471 

outrage upon women in the Jamalpur subdivision of Mymen- 

singh .......... 398 

pay and allowance of the chief valuer of the Calcutta Improve- 
ment Trust ......... 450 

pay of Chairman of the Calcutta Improvement Trust . . 450 

protection of the people of Caloutta from attacks from armed 

daeoits .......... 473 

Provincial Malaria Committee in Bengal 490 

looording of complaints and taking up of investigations in local 

t hanas .......... 402 

supply of Government reports and publications to Members of 

the Bengal Legislative Council 400 

terms and scope of Mr. G our lay’s inquiry in connection with 

the Calcutta Police 1 402 

tram-tiack repairs by the Caloutta Tramway Company . . 474 

transfer of the site of the court for juvenile offenders . . 401 

Bengal Bulget, 1915-16 . * 320 

Bengal Decentralization Bill, 1915 . . . . . 4 . . . 425 

Caloutta Improvement (Amendment) Bill, 1915 . . . 36, 37, 39, 42, 4*3, 

44, 46, 47, 48, 49, 
60, bt, 53, 55, 56, 

ro aa tii 


cm, un, uv, u«, 

63 , 67 , 71 , 73 , 74 , 
77 , 78 , 79 , 80 , 82 



mi>u. 
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Pal, ms Hon’ple Rai Bahadur Kadha Charan — concluded . 


Pa or. 


Moved resolutions regarding — 

# promotion of female education in Calcutta . 
promotion of primary education iu Calcutta 
repairs to canal bank roads in the fringe area of the 

Municipality 

the Indian section of the District Charitable Society . 


191, 191 
187, 191 
Calcutta 

198, 199 
194, 197 


Spoke on re-olutions regarding — 

Appointment of a Committee f« >r the advancement of Looal Seif- 


Govotnment ......... 609 

es f ablishment of a City Civil Court in Caloutta . . 381, 382 


Panton, the Hon’hle Mr. E. B. II — 

Appointed Member of Select Committee ou the Bengal Smoke^nuisancea 
(Amendment) Bill, 1915 

Took oath ot allegiance .......... 


49t> 

472 


24 -Pa rga nas — 

Alleged famine and scarcity in the districts of Bankura and the — . See 
Question*. 


Park — 

Laying out of a — m the fringe area (Shambazar). See Questions. 

Pasteur Instiiuik 

Establishment of a— at Uangpur. See Quettions. 

Payne, ihk Hon’rlk Mr C. F. — 

Appointed Member of Select Committee on the Bengal Smoke- nuisances 

(Amendment) Bill, 1916 ........ 4&{j 

Appointed Member of Select Committee on the Bengal Steam-boilers and 

^rime-movers (Amendment) Jiill. 1916 ..... 12 

C alcutta In^provement ( Amendment) Bill, 1916 ... 56 

Peons — 

Increase of pay of process- serving— attached to civil courts. Soo 
Question*. 


Police — 

Alleged lack of — supervision of trutlio iu the northern quarter of Calcutta, 
free Questions. 

Certain statistics in regard to the Caloutta — . He© Questions. 

Establishment of greater confidence and trust between the — and the 
people. See Questions. 

Improvement of the position and prospects of subordinate Indian— officers 
in the Calcutta — . See Questions. 

Number of appointments aa Sergeants in the Caloutta — Furoe in 1913-14. 
See Questions. 

Posting of Muhammadan Sub- Inspectors of— to Alipore. See Question*. 

Terms and scope of Mr. Gourlay’s inquiry iu oonneotion, with the 
(?aloufcta See Questions. 

Port Commissioners — 

Mosques situafed within the ttreft aoquired by the Caloutta—. See 
Questions. 

The Laskarpur and other mosques include*! in the area acquired by the— 
of Calcutta. See Questions. 

Presidency — * 

Daooitiee in the — and Burdwan Divisions. See Question*. 



Pig*, 


PRESIDENCY MAGISTRATES— 


Addressed the Council 394, 398, 469, 494 

Bengal Budget, 1915-16 . 298 

Calcutta Improvement (Amendment) Bill, 1915 . . . I 5, 36, 37, 42, 55 

Moved resolution regarding — 

the death of the Hon’ble Nawab Sir Khwuju S^aiimullah 

Bahadur, o c.i.e., k.c.s.i , of Dacoa . . . 3, 17 


Postponed certain resolutions under rule 10 of the Bengal Legislative 

(Resolution) Rules, 1912 468 

Said that in future it would be convenient to take votes by a show of 

hands .......... 84 

Spoke on resolution regarding — 


establishment of a City Civil Court m Calcutta . . . 388 

Suspended the Rules of Business in order to consider a Bill . , . 34 

Primary education — 

Promotion of — in Calcutta. See Resolutions. 

Prisoners — 

Facilities to Muharumudan — for religious observances. See Questions. 

Protection — ■ 

of riparian towns against daooities. S^e Questions. 

Provincial Malaria Committee — 
in Bengal See Questions. 

Publication (b) — 

Six-monthly — of military projects. See Questions, 

Supply of Government reports and —to Members of the Bengal Le/Plative 
Council. See Questions. 


_ Location of oourts of—. See Resolutions . 

His Excellency the— 


Public Works ckss— 

Amount spent for sanitation from — . See Questions. 

Earmarking of a portion of the— for sanitary purposes. See Qm s' ion*. 

Expenditure of the— by District Boards on sanitary improvement. See 
Questions. 

Purdah nash in ladies — 

Education of— iu the Lalbagh subdivision of Mursliidabad. See Questions. 


Q 

Questions — 

Abolition of the last grade of Munsifs in Bengal 9 

Accommodation of Muhammadan students 456 

Acquisition cases of the Calcutta Improvement Trust . . , 451 

Alleged el >6ing down of the technical sohools in the Presidency . 407 

Alleged deaths from suicide and starvation in the district of Comilla . 455 

Alleged deterioration of cattle in Bengal 21 

Alleged distress in the district of Bakarganj . . . 4 . . 462 

Alleged distress in tho district of Bankura 475, 477 

Alleged distress in the distriot of Tippera owing to the floods oaused by 

the river Gumti 406 

Alleged distress in the districts of Noakhali and Tippera . . , . . 407 

Alleged famine and scarcity in the districts of Baukura and the 24- ' 

Ptirgauas 494 



PAOt. 


lunsnoxs— continued. 

Alleged grievances of the junior assistants of the Bengal Secretariat 
Allegri lack of police supervision of traffic in the noithern quarter of 

Calcutta 

Alleged official interference with reoent municipal elections at Barisal 

Alleged outrages on women 

Alleged prevalence of distress in the districts of Noakhali and lippera 
Alteration of the dates of the Calcutta University examinations 
Amount^pent for sanitation from Publio Works cess .... 

Annual floods oaused by the river Ajai 

Appointment of Muhammadan Additional Deputy Inspectors of Schools 
in Howrah, Bankura and the pr-po-ed district of Kharagpur 
Appointment to posts of Deputy Collectors ...... 

Cancellation of gun-lioenses 

Case of Dr. Chandi Charan Ohosal and others ...... 

Certain statistics in regard to the Calcutta Police ..... 

Certaiu htatistio^. relating to Muhammadan Marriage .Registrars in Bengal 
ChWitt-Sorampur Defenco Party ........ 

Cholera and small-pox epidemics in and about the town of Comilla 
Communication of unfavourable reports to subordinate officers . 

Condition of the flooded districts of Tippera and Noakhali 
Cost of effecting the division and je-ad justxnent of administrative areas os 
recommended by the District Administration Committee . 

Costs of the Fishery Department in Bengal ...... 

Daeoities in the Presidency and Burdwan Divisions ..... 

Damage to Comilla town by floods caused by the river Guruti . 

Decline of the city of Mursliidabad ....... 

Distribution of aman seedlings in the areas where crops have been 
dos’royed by ilood .......... 

Drainage scheme for Goari town in the Krishnagar Municipality . . 

Dredging of the river Bhagirathi ........ 

Dredging operations at the entrance o? the Bhagirathi river 
Earle sohemo for tho opening of /ma/yj-training schools, oto. 

Earmarking of a portion of the Publio Works cess for sanitary purposes . 
Education of purdah nankin ladies in the Ealbagh subdivision of the 
Muishidabad district ......... 

Employment of Indians in the Calcutta Improvement Trust 

Erection of platform* on certain stations on the Assam-Bengal Railway . 

Establishment of a Pasteur Institute at Rangpur . 

Establishment of groater confidence and trust betweon the police and 
tno people ........... 

Establishment of hostels and boarding-houses for students 

Estate of Jafar Ali Khau Panee of Karat iy a ...... 

Expenditure in counectiou with the partitioning of the distriot of 
Mwneiirdngh ........... 

Expenditure of the Calcutta Improvement Trust on its establish raont 
Expenditure of tho Publio Works oess by Distriot Boards on sanitary 
improvement ........... 

Expfndifcure on sanitary purposes in lural and urban areas 

Extension of class-rooms in the Nawab Bahadur’s Institution at 

Mursbidabad 

Extension of 4he elective Bystem to all municipalities .... 

Extension of the powers of Looal Boards ...... 

Facilities to Muhammadan prisoners for roligious observances . 

Filling up of vacancies in the olerioal establishment of the office of the 
pireotor of Agriculture ........ 

Filling up of vacancies in the posts of Deputy Sanitary Commissioners in 
the Burdwan and Presidency Divisions 


475 

473 

401) 

451 

415 
20 

108 

404 

25 

459 

479 

409 
287 
487 
408 
406 
203 
479 

24 
285 

22 

405 

410 

455 

19 

416 
284 

25 
108 

18 

448 
451 

19 

472 

280 

417 

24 

449 

468 

110 

410 

411 
477 

476 

403 

462 
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Question* — continued. * 

Filling up of vacancies in the posts *of ministerial officers in the oivil 
courts at Noakbali ......... 

Fisheries in Bengal ‘ . 

Floods in Comilla and Noakhali 

Government relief in the distressed areas 

Grant of relief by the Paja of Hill Tippera and other zamindars 
Grants for primary and secondary education 

Hostel accommodation for Muhammadan M. A. and M. So. students in 

Calcutta . * . 

Importation of salt into Calcutta 

Improvement of the position and prospects of subordinate Indian Polioe 
officers m the Calcutta Police ........ 

Inconvenience felt by the Honorary Presidency Magistrates of the New 
Central Polioe Court in finding thoir way to their oourt-rooms 
Increase of pay of process-serving peons attached to civil courts 
Indigenous industries ........... 

infantile mortality in Pengal ......... 

internment of Bengalis .......... 

introduction and development of new and existing industries in the 
Presidency ........... 

Introduction of administrative and other changes on the basis of the 
recommendations of the District Administration Committoe 
Introduction of the elective system in the Darjeeling Municipality . 
Kabuli money-ltnilors in Bengal ....... 

Laskarpur and other mosques included in the area acquired by the Port 
Commissioneis of Calcutta ........ 

Latest hour of receipt of Government paper and other securities in the 
Customs House, Calcutta ........ 

Laying out of a park in the fringe area (Sham bazar) . 

Listed appointments permanently filled by members of the Judicial 
I 'ranch of the Piovmcial Servioo ... . 

Malaria fever in the Nadia district «. . 

Mosques situated within the area acquired by the i'ort. ComtiiLsiotiors 

Number cf appointments as Sergeants in the Calcutta Polioe Force in 

19 Id- 14 

Obstruction of traffic in Calcutta by firms and companies who have the 
p wei to lay underground pipes and cables .... 

Outbreak of small-pox -in Calcutta ...... 

Outrage upon women in the Jamalpur subdivision of Myrnensingh 
Pay and allowance of the ohief value of the Calcutta Improvement Trust 
Pay of Chairman of the Calcutta Improvement Tn, st . 

Posting of Muhammadan Hub-Inspectors of Police to Aiipore 

Post of Income-tax Assessors in Calcutta ...... 

Projects for the improvement of sanitation ^ 

Promotion of Sub-Rogistrars to the Provincial or Subordinate Civil 

Scrvioe 

Proposed amendment of thy Cess Act 

Protection of riparian towns against dacoities 

Protection of the people of Calcutta from attacks from armed daooitt 
Provincial Malaria Committee in Bengal .... 480, 4 

Recording of complaints and taking np of investigations by local tknnas . 

Recruitment of Inspectors, 8ergeants and Head-constables for the Calontta 

Polioe Force 1 

K ©taxation of the provisions of the Arms Act . . 

Relief for the poorer bkadraiok classes in Eastern Bengal 
Reorganization of the Excise Deparlment ...... 

Restoration of mosques and monuments in the city -of Murshidabad 
Boarcitv of food*grains in the districts ....... 
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<%OMMtlOXB— concluded. 


f inking of wells in the district of Murshidabad 

Situation in the famine- stricken tracts in Eastern Bengal . . 

8ix-mouthly publication of sauitary projects 

Small -pox in Calcutta 

Splitting up of the jurisdiction of the Muhammadan Marriage Registrar 
of Dacca * 


Sub-Registrars of Assurances 

Subsidizing of mtktals 

Supply of filtered water to the town of Asansol 

Supply of Government reports and publications 
Legislative Council . . . 

Supply of water for the irrigatipn of canals iu 
Eden Canal . 


to Members of the Bengal 
the neighbourhood of the 


Survey and settlement operations in the district of Noakhali • 

Teaching of the vernaculars in European schools for girls 
Terms and scope of Mr. Gourlay’s inquiry in connection with the Oaloutta 
Police 


The Hare and Hindu Schools . 


The Rajabari monument 

Total auioun‘8 of money given in agricultural loans and gratuitous relief 
on the occasion of the fl ods in liurdwan and Midnapore in 1913 » 


Tram-track repairs by the Calcutta Tramway Company 
Transfer of the headquarters station of the Noakhali district 
Transfer of the juris liction for the trial of oertain dosses of money-Buita 
from Soaldah to Alipore . ........ 

Transfer of the site of tho court for juvonile offenders • 

Uniformity of the rules and orders of the Education Department iu 
Eastern and Western Bengal 

Upkeep of roads within the jurisdiction of the Asansol Local Board 
Water-w’orks scheme for the Krisknapir Municipality . 


Paox. 

286 

410 

263 

284 

402 

489 

25 

459 

400 

17 

11 

464 

402 

no 

452 

456 

474 

107 

411 

401 

107 

460 
19 


H 


Railway — 

Erection of platforms on oertain stations on the Asaam-Bengal — . See 
Quod ions. 


Rangfur— 

Establishment of a Pasteur Institute at — . See Questions. 


Rat, the Hon’ble Babu Mahendka Nath — 

Bengal Budget, 1916-16 317 

Calcutta Improvement (Amendment) Bill, 1915 . . 45, 48, 49, 66, 1 9, 64 

Spoke on resolution regarding— 

establishment of a City Civil Court in Calcutta . . . . 373 


Rat, thb Hon’ble Babu Surkndra Nath— 

Asked questions regarding— 

alleged distress in the district of Baukura • . • 476 

mqjaria fever in the Nadia district 21 

expenditure of the Public Works oess by District Boards on 

• sanitary improvement ....... 463 

, grants for primary and secondary education . 483 

Bengal Budget, 1915-1C 329 

Calcutta Improvement (Amendment) Bill, 1915 . . 41, 43, 48, 57, 59, 

60, 62, 93, 64, 
69, 73, 77 
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INDEX* 


Ray, the Hon'blb Babtj Surendba Nath— concluded . 


Page. 


Moved resolution regarding — 

establishment of a City Civil Court in Caloutta . . 361, 388 

Spoke on resolution regarding— 

industrial development of Bengal . 438 

Withdrew his resolution regarding — 

formation of an Advisory Board for primary and secondary 

education in Bengal 12 


Ray, thr Hom’blr Baku Upendra Lal — 

Appointed Member of Select Committee on the Bengal Steam-boilers and 

Prime-movers (Amendment) Bill, 1916 12 

Asked questions regarding — 

costs of the Fishery Department in Bengal .... 285 

erection of platforms on certain stations on the Assam-Bengal 

Railway 451 

fisheries in Bengal 283 

importation of call into Calcutta 10 

latest hour of receipt of Government paper and other securities 

in the Customs Ilouse, Calcutta . 9 

promotion of Sub-Registrars to the Provincial or Subordinate 

Civil Service ........ 452 

the Rajabari monument ........ 452 

Bengal Budget, 1915-10 

Moved resolution regarding — 

purchase nnd maintenance of a second dredger for the Port of 

Chittagong . . , 443 

Spoke on resolutions regarding — 

death of the llon’ble Sir Khwaja Salimullah Bahadur of Dacca 8 


establishment ot a City Civil Court in Calcutta . . 375 

Kay, the Hon’hlr Raja Dinendka Narayan — 

Bengal Budget., 1915-10 328 

Calcutta Improvement (Amendment) Bill, 1915 37 ^ 41 

Spoke on resolutions regarding — 

establishment of a City Civil Court in Calcutta . . . 303 


the Indian section of the District Charitable Society . . , ]90 


Ray, the Hon’rle Raja Maiikndka Ranjan — Chaudhuri. See Chaudhuri 


Re- ADJUSTMENT — 

Cost of effecting the division 'and — of administrative areas as recommended 
by the District Administration Committee. See Questions, 

t 

Reobuitvent — 

of Inspectors, Sergeants and JLLead-constables for the Calcutta Police 
Force. See Quest torn, • 


Rfgistrars — 

Certain statistics relating to Muhammadan Marriage — in Bengal. 
See Questions. 

/ 

Relaxation — 

of the provisions of the Arms Act. S*e 



INDEX, 


♦ 
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EtKLiwr— 

for the poorer bhadralok classes in Eastern Bengal. See Questions. 

Total amounts of money given in agrioultural loans and gratuitous— on 
the occasion of the floods in Burdwan and Midnapore in 1913. 
See Questions* 


PAQft* 


[tKOaOAEIZATION — 

of the Excise Department. See Question*. 


Upairh — 

to canal bank roads in the fringe area of the Calcutta Municipality. See 
absolutions. 


\KPORT8 

Communication of unfavourable— io'subordinate officers. Soe Questions. 

Supply of Government — and publications to Members of tho Bengal 
Legislative Counoil. S«*o Questions. 


Iksolutionb — 

Appointment of a Committee for the advancement of Looal Self-Guvcrn- 

ment ............ 509 

Death of the Ilon’ble Nuwab Sir Khwaja Kalimullah Bahadur, a o.i.k., 

k.c.s i , of Dacca .......... 317 

Dissemination of agricultural and ccouomio knowlodge .... 84 

Encouragement of agricultural farming, dairy farming, fruit fanning and 

fruit pieaervmg an a profession in life ...... 84 

Encouragement of small home industries iu Bengal .... 83 

Establishment of a City Civil Court in Calcutta .... 301 

Establishment of Industrial Co-operative Sooiotiee in various districts . 83 

Industrial development of Bengal 427 

Location of courts of Presidency Magistrates ...... 497 

Postponement of certain — under rule 10 of the Bengal Legislative 

(Resolution) Rules, 1912, by His Excellency the President . . 468 

Promotion of female education i* Calcutta ..... 191 

Promotion of primary education in Calcutta 187 

Pui chase and maintenance of a second dredger for tho Port of 

Chittagong 443 

Repairs to canal bank roads in tho fringe area of tho Calcutta 

Municipality ... ...... 198 

The Indian section of the District Charitable Society . . . , 194 


ilPAUlAN TOWNS 

Protection of — against dacoitius. See Questions, 

Uvbr (s) — 

Alleged distress in the district of Tippera owing to the floods oaused by 
the— Gumti. S on Questions. 

Annual floods cause 1 by the — Ajai. Seo Questions. 

Damage to Comilla town by floods caused by tho -Gumti. Soe 
Questions. 

Dredging of the — Bhagirathi. Seo Questions. 

Dredging operations at the entrance of the — Bhagirathi. Questions. 

lOAliS % 

Repairs to canal bank— it the fringe area of the Calcutta Municipality 
See Resolutions, 

Upkeep of — within the jurisdiction of tho Asansoi Looal Board. See 
Questions. 


^ULKg — 


Amendment of the Bengal Legislative - , 1912 


426 



xxviu 


INDEX, 


Fags. 

Bulbs and ordkbs— 

Certain supplementary questions di>al lowed as being requests for action . 483 

Uniformity of the — of the Education Department in Eastern and 
Wester q Bengal. See Question «. 



Samman, the Bon’bi.e Mr. U. F.~ 

Introduced certain beads of the amended draft Finanoial Statement . 97 

Repled tu questions regarding — 

alteration of the dates of the Calcutta University examina- 
tions 20 

amount spent for sanitation from Public Works oess . . 108 

appointment of Muhammadan Additional Deputy Inspootors of 
Schools in Howrah, Bankura and the proposed district of 
Kharagpur 25 

drainage scheme for Goaii town iu the Krishnagar Municipality 19 

Earle scheme for tho opening of twenji- training schools, eto. . 25 

earmarking of a portion of tho Pul lie Works oess for sanitary 

purposes 108 

e Incation of }m'dahnushin ladies in the Lalbagh subdivision 

of Murwhidubad ........ ]8 

establishment of a Pasteur Instituto at Rangpur • . . 19 

establishment of hostels and buarding-houscs for students . 28G 

expenditure on nun it ary pm poses in rural and urb.in areas . 110 

infantile mortally in Bengal 21 

introduction of tho elective system iu the Darjeeling Munici- 
pality . 203 

malaria fever in tho Nadia district ...... 21 

outbreak of small-pox in Calcutta 20 

projects for the improvement of sanitation .... 283 

proposed amendment of the ('ess Aot . . . . 283 

restoration of mosques and monuments in the oitv of Mur- 

shidabad .......... 286 

sinking of wells in the district of Murshidabad .... 286 

six-monthly publication of sanitary projeots .... 283 

small-pox in Calcutta 285 

subsidizing of maktubs 25 

the Hare and Hindu Schools . . . . . , j 10 

water- works Bcheme for the Krishnagar Municipality . . 19 

uniformity of the rules and orders of the Eduoation Department 

in Eastern and Western Bengal 108 


Sanitation — 

Amount spent for — from Publio Works cess. See Questions. 

Expenditure of the Publio Works cess by Distriot Boards on sanitary 
improvement. See Questions. 

Expenditure on sanitary purposes in rural and urban areas. See 
Questions. f 

Projects for the improvement of — . See Questions . 

Six-monthly publication of sanitary projects. See Questions. 
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Sawmjdhikari, the Hon'ble Dr. Dfba Prasaih- 
Asked question regarding— 

abolition of the last grade of Mtm&ifs in Bengal . 9 

Bengal Budget, 1915-16 504 

Spoke on resolution regarding — 

establishment of a City Civil Court in Calcutta .... 379 

f 

Sark a*, thk Hon’blb Da. Nilratam— 

Asked questions regarding — 


alleged deaths from suioide and starvation in the diatriot of 

Comilla 456 

alleged distress in the districts of Noabali and Tippera . . 407 

distribution of aman seedlings in the areas where crops have 

been destroyed by flood 435 

floods in Comilla and Noakhali 453 

Government relief in the distressed areas 454 

grant of relief by the Raja of Hill Tippera and other samimlars 456 

relief for the poorer bha iraiok classes in Eastern Bengal . . 455 

total amounts of money given iu agricultural loans and gratui- 
tous relief on the oocaaion of the floods in Burdwan and 


Midnapore in 1913 . . . . . 456 

Bengal Budget, 1915-16 ......... 318 

Calcutta Improvement (Amendment) Bill, 1915 . . . 63, 65, 60, 74, 77 

Spoke on resolution regarding — 

industrial development of Bengal ..... 439 


Scheme— 

Drainage - for Goari town in the Krishna^ar Municipality. See Questions, 
Earle — for the opening of mtanj -training schools, etc. See Question*. 
Water-works — for the Krishuagar Municipality. 8ee Question*. 

• 

SC BOOL (s) — 9 

Alleged closing down of the technical— in the Presidency. See Questions. 

Appointment of Muhammadan Additional Deputy Inspectors of -in 
Howrah, Bankura and the proposed district of Kharagpur. See 
Questions. 

Earle scheme for the opening of wiVin/i-training — . 8ee Question*. 
Teaohing of the vernaculars in European— for girls. See Questions. 

Tho Haro and Hindu — . See Question*. 


Skaldah — 

Transfer of the jurisdiction for the trial of certain classes of money- 
suits from— to Al pore. See Questions. 

Secretariat — 

Alleged grievances of the junior assistants of the Bengal — . 8eo 
Quest ton*. 


SbLP-GuVKRNISKKT — 

Appointment of a Committee for the advancement 
Resolutions. 



See 


Settlement operations — 

* 

Survey and— iu the distriot of Noakhali. See Quest ion*. 
Shambazar — • 

Laying out of a park iu tbs fringe area, — • See Questions. 
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Shams-ul-Hvda, ti^Hon’blr Nawab 8ybx>— * 

Bengal Budget, 1915-16 345 

Bengal Steam-boilers and Prime-movers (Amendment) Bill, 1915 . , 11 


Calcutta Improvement (Amendment) Bill, 19l5 35, 36, 37, 38, 41, 44, 45, 

47, 48, 50, 52, 51, 56, 67, 58, 59, 61, 
62, 63, 64, 69, 73, 74, 75, 78, 79, 80 

Presided for the first time at a meeting ol the Bengal Legislative 

Council 85 

.Resolutions on the amended draft Financial Statement .... 104 

Spoke on resolutions regarding — f 

appointment of a Committee for the advanooment of Looal Self- 

Government 609 

death of the Hon’ble Sir Fhwaja Salimullah Bahadur of Dacca 7 

establishment of a City Civil Court iu Calcutta .... 369 

Sinha,ihe IIon'ble Maharaja Ranajit— of Nashitur — 

Asked questions regarding — 

alleged deterioration of oattle in Bengal 21 

alteration of the dates of the Calcutta University examinations . 20 

drainage scheme forGoari town in the Krishnagar Municipality 19 

oduoation of purda^nashin ladies in the Lalbagh subdivision of 

Murshidabad 18 

establishment of a Pasteur Institute at Rangpur ... 19 

outbreak of small-pox in Calcutta ...... 20 

water- works scheme for the Krishnagar Municipality . . 19 

Simiia, the IIon’buc Sir 8. P. — 

Appointed Member of Select Committee on the Bengal Decentralization 

Bill, 1915 426 

Small-pox — , 

Cholera and — epidemios in and about the town of Comilla. See Question. 

Outbreak of — in Calcutta. See Questions. 

8mOKK-NI 18ANCKB — 

The Bengal — (Amendment) Bill, 1915. See BUI. 

Societies — 

Establishment of Industrial Co-operative — in various district* — See 

Resolution*. 

Statement — 

by the Ilon’ble Mr. Beatson Bell regarding distress in the Noakhali and 

Tipper* districts 418 


Statistics — 

Certain — in regard to the Calcutta Tolioe. See Questions. , 

Cortain— relating to Muhammadan Marriage Registrars in Bengal. See 
Questions. r 


Stbam-boilkrs and Prime-movers — 

The Bengal— (Amendment) Bill, 1915. 8ee Bill. 



SrrrauaoK, the Hoh’blb Mr. H. L. — 


Page. 


Introduced certain heads of the amended draft Pioaumal Statement . . 89, 90 

Replied to questions regarding— 

importation of salt into Oaloutta 10 

latest hour of reoeipt of Government paper and others securities 

in the Customs House, Calcutta 9 

Spoke on resolution regarding— 

• the Indian section of the Distriot Charitable Sooiety . . . 198 

Siewart, the Hon’blb Mr. F. H. — 

The Calcutta Improvement (Amendment) Bill, 1915 . . . . 37 

Spoke on resolution regarding — 

establishment of a City Civil Court in Calcutta . . . 3(59 


Students — 

Establishment of hostels and boarding-houses for—. See Questions 

Sub-In spfctork or Pouch — 

Posting of Muhammadan — to Alipore. See Questions. 

Si BQKD1NA1 K OFFICERS — 

Communication of unfavourable reports to. See Question ». 
Sub-Registrars — 

Promotion of — to the Provincial or Sibordinate ClviI Service. See 

Quest lOftS. 

Sl'NDARBANS 

The Bengal Embankment — Bill, 1915. See Bill. 

Survey— • 

and settlement operations in the district of Noakhali. See Questions. 

T 

Thanas — 

Recording of complaints and taking up of investigations in local . See 

Questions. 

Tiffkka — 

Alleged distress in the district of — owing to the floods cause*! by the rivor 
Gumti. See Questions. 

Allegod distress in the distriot of Noakhali and—. See Question *. 

Alleged prevalence of distress in the districts of Noakhali and „ See 

Questions. 

Condition of the flooded districts of— and Noakhali. See Questions. 
Distress in the Noakhali and — districts. See Statement . 

rsAFFic — 

Alleged lack o£ police supervision of— in the northern quarter of Caloutta. 
tSoi Q ue stums. 

Obstruction of-rin Calcutta by firnu and companies who have the power to 
lay underground pipes and cables. See Questions. 

Training schools — 

Earle scheme for the opening of mmn/i — . See Questions . 



Pact*. 


Tramway— 

Tram-track repairs by the Calcutta — Company. See Questions, 

* 

Transfer — * « 

e! the headquarters station of the Noakhali district See Quesiu/k. 
of the juriediotion for the trial of certain classes of money-suits from 
Sealdah to Alipore. See Questions. 
of thc^fite of the oourt for juvenile offenders. See Questions. 

Twidxll, the Hon’blr Me. J 0.— # 

Took oath of allegianoe . , • 




IT 


UarvKRam examinations— 

Alteration of the dates of the Calcutta—. 


See Questions. 


V 


Vacancies— 

Filling up of— in the clerical establishment of the office of the Director of 
Agnoulture. See Questions. 

Filling up of— in the posts of ministerial offioers in the civil oourts at 
JSoakhali. See Questions. * 


Votes — 

to be taken by a show of hands ia future 


W 


W ATKR-WORK8 — 

soheme for the Krishnagar Municipality. 


See Questions. 




Welle— 

Sinking of — in the distriot of Murshidabad. See Quest hue. 

Women — 

Alleged outrages on — . See Question!, 

Out i ago upon — in the Jamalpur subdivision of M) mcnsingh. See 
Questions. 


B.fe, fttess— IS *-l»ie-W8lC— 860^B B & 



I hstract of the Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council asse,, tiled 
under the jrroristmis of the Indian t'ouncils Acts, 1AA> 1 . ISO 2 and UOJ y 
and the (ioeernnient ot India Art. 1012. 


Tin: < 'ominl nut in tin* Council CliamlxT in < I ovornmnnt lloust* on 
'uosday. tin 1 l!Mli danuarv. HMo.nt 11 a.m. 


Present : 

Urn K\o«’llcm*\ t ho Kiu’lit i 1 * *n l»lc Iiiomvn H\\ii>. Hvkon Cvkmiuiakl 
or Skii:i.in(v. u.r.i.i... K.r.M.m. ' inner nor of the Presidency oj I'ort 
William in Bein/aL ^ result ng. 

Tin* Hon !>!o Mm 1\ C. L\<>\. < IVr*’- President. 

Tin* Hon'Mo N \\nai{ i,D Sii vm"-i i. -Ill i>\. 

The Hon’Ur Mi:. N. H. Ill \T>o\ llu.i.. < .1.10. 

'Tin Hon I>1* Mm I’. A. Mo\ah w. 

Tin* lion IT Min A. < J. ( I MMtNwn mi.m 

" f 

Tii'- lion i » I . • M m,i o.n-C i- mj: \i (i. K. A. II\i:ims. i .s.i. 


1 In- Ho,, ri, Mm A. II. Ki i:m mi.rn 

rill' H-III i'll- Ml:. II . L. S*| 1 |’H1 NSIIN, ( . 1.1 . 

Tin I I on IT M m II. I*'. S \mm \n. 

Hie I Ion’Mo Mm H. II. mu r.v 
Tin* II on 'I dr M m II. 15. N i- \s hoi i.i >. 

Tim Hon i<lo M m C. II. houmm. 

Tin- ll.m |,| ( . Mi;. \\ . \\ . Ilui.si.u.. 

Til- Hun l.l- Mi:. C. F. Hum:. 

l’li- Huii'i.l- K.m I'miA Naiii Mi kiiumi I’.umih k. 
I’ll- Hun l.l- Mi:. F. A. A. Cnwi.hv. 


I’ll- Hur.’bl- Mi:. H. .1. IJii.ahy. 
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[19th Januaky 


TIig Ilon’blo I)k. Nikkatan Siucau. 

The Ilon’blo Raja Huhmiikkkii Lajia, c.i.k. 

Tho Ilon’blo Mu. R. (Ji.kn. 

Tho Hun’ bit.' Sin Rijay ('hand Maiitah, k.o.i., k. c.i.k., i.o.m., Malm 
rajadhiruju Bahadur of Kurd wan. 

Tim Ilon’blo Raja Snf)sm Kama Achauyya ( ’ll a i; dii i: i; i Raiiadci:. 

The 11 Oil ’ l 1)k. Dkua Kkakad Sakbadhikaiu. c.i.k. 

Till* IloJl’ble H A.) A DlNKNDKA NaKA^AN 1iAY. 

Till! 11 on bio Rai Radiia (.’iiauan 1’ai. Raiiaium:. 

The llon’bl, Mi:. K. II. Rk.m. 

Tho Ilon'blo Mu. F. II. Sticw \i:t, c.i.k. 

The Ilon'blo Mu. W. T. (Juki;. 

I’ll.' Ilon’blo A. W. (’. CiiAi-i.iN. * 

t 

Tho II on’hle Mi:. < Joi.AM I los<K I \ ObslM A !: 1 1 I . 

The Hon’hle Mai lvi Mishakkai Hisain. 

The 1 1 oil hie MaIIAKA.IA l(\NA,HT SlMIA nV NasHIM 
The I Ion’hle Hai Naunaksiia I > \ S l B AH ADI K. 

The 1 1 on * I ilt * Nawah Saiyii> N awah Am (’hai'dihim, Khan Bahadur. 
The II on’hle Bari Sukkndka Nath Bankk.ii. 

The Hon’hle Bam Sukkndka Nath Hay. 

< 

Tim Ilon’blo Ram Maiikndua Nath Ray. c.i.k. 

Tho II on’hle Ha i Ha in Mohan Thandka Bahadur. 

t 

The Hon’hle Chaudhurj Mi hammad Ism aii. Khan. 


r riie Hon’hle Babu Utkndka Lal Kay. 
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The President* 

Df.AIH of 

The Hon’hie NAWAH SI K KIIWA.I A SALIMPBLAH BAHADUR, 

G.C.I.K.. K.C.s. I. 

His Kxeellency the 1 *R KS 1 1 ) KNT said : — 

“ Before we proceed t o t ht* business on the paper. I desire to suspend 
the Rules of Business in order to refer to the loss we have sustained 

through the passing away of our late colleague the Nawah Bahadur of 
Dacca, and to nn»\e a resolution. Pr«>babl\ no one connected with 
Bengal, as it now is. was more widely looked up to throughout the 

Presnhmcv, certainly no one m Bengal was more widely known outside 
.,,f it. In a country where the holding of land counts for more than it 
now does in most countries and where the profession of a common religion 
is still the strongest bond to unite groups of men for common action, 
the Nawah Bahadur was one ol tin* largest landlords and was looked up to 
as their trusted lender by the members <>f the most numerous teligioits com- 
munity. You all know — belter most of\*»u than I do — t he part which he took 
in polit ical affairs. He freely gave his st mug support to constituted author- 
ity. and his influence was a great help t o ( iovernment oilicers in troublous 

times. He never jorgot tin* interest of his own class or of his own eommu- 
eit v ; but he \v,h always fairmm led and willing to look at both sideN ol any 
question. 1 often d'sctissed with him matters concerning Bengal — matters 
especially as to which < iovernment olbc«*rs and popular leaders have not 
always seen eye to ••ye. or tln»M* which religions eommii nit n*s approach from 
ent i rely d iiVeren t stand-point^, and I can say with truth that 1 have met no one 
since I came here who has pointed out to me more incisively than the Nawah 
Bahadurdid where Knropean officials may have made a mistake or may have 
bub- I toappreeiate tin* Imban point of view, nor any one who saw more clearly 
than he did wheie tiiere wih a risk of those* for whom he spoke failing 
’-.give heed enough to the cherished beliefs of others, or who waH more 
ira.lv to try m arrange that gain to his own friends should not be secured 
at a loss to those with whom he differed. His wide interests, his shrewd 
common sense and his sense of humour won lor Dim tin* confidence ol even 
those who were nn»>t nat urally opposed to him. lie never made any secret 
to nie ol his belief that tin* events which brought me to Bengal were not 
sm-ii ;r In- could welcome m his own personal interest s, but never! heless 
no one could have been more trunk than In* was m explaining to mo how 
he thought I might !»•• aide to help others, and I leel that in him I have 
lost a friend. His ill-health did not permit of Ins coming often to this 
< ’nuneil. but lie took great interest in its deliberations. He was looking 
forward to he nig here to-day and even meant to take a part in the proceed- 
ings. But In* can no longer help us — save by the help which the memory 
of a wise man wdio loved his count ry al ways allords. Perhaps that help is 
peculiarly valuable at tins moment. We till feel, I am sure, what grief t lie 
war must bring to the Muhammadan community. Wo all recognise how well 
tin* members o| that community are meeting then* present trial. We know 
how the Nawah Bahadur, by his counsel and by his example, was making 
it clear to all that tin* loyalty to our King- Krnperor which so dist lnguishes 
iiis eo-n^igionists is in no way incompatible with the fervent devotion to 
their ideals and to the teaching of their history to which they are so nobly 
-devoted. 

Gentlemen, I ask you to agree to the following resolution : — 

‘ That this Council desire to place on record t heir recognition of the 
serious lews which they and tin* whole Presidency of Bengal have 
• sustained by the death of the late Nawab Bahadur of Dacca, who, 
during a long period of years, unceasingly exerted his great 
influence and marked abilities in tho furtherance of the public 
welfare ; and to convey to the members of his family an 
expression of sincere sympathy in their great loss/ ” 
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Resolution. 


[19th January. 

* 

[ The Maha rajadlaraj'i Bahadur of Bun I wan ; Baku S. X. Banrrji ; 

Mr. (Hen : Nawab Saa/id Natmb Alt Ckaudhuri. Khan Balu^dur . J 

Tim 1 1 on* bln MAIfAKA.lAlUIinA.IA BAHADUR OF BURDWAX said 

“ My Lord. F rise not only to associate myself with what Vour 
Excellency has said regarding tin* late Nawal> Sir Khwaja Salimullah Bahadur 
of Dacca hut also to express very leeldy my regret at the death of oik* who 
in every Reuse of I h* * word hold up tin* traditions of a true nobleman. To 
me personally tin* loss is great, lor he was more than a friend — he was a 
brother ; and although we shall no longer see him in this Council Chamber* 
although the Oovernment will no longer get direct, and if 1 may venture to 
say, healthy advice from one who in more ways than one Del j ed to keep the 
Muhammadan community in Bengal together, ami although the community 
have hu He red a lo.^s which for this generation will. 1 think, he irreparable, 
yet we have got- the memory of a great man to cherish and we have got this 
consolation that for him not one but thousands an* grieving at this monit nl. 

I shall certainiv miss, if I may use a term of familiarity, my friend Salim, 
not only in this Council Chamber but everywhere, and I think that the 
Hindu Members of this Council present here to-day will agree with me that. 
Ia\ mg aside our polit iual views and ideas, the Hindu community as a whole 
feel the loss of the late Nawab Sir Khwaja Salimullah as keenly as do 
tin* Muhammadans although their hes in certain respects is keener and 
irreparable. With these lew wonK. I beg to support the resolution which 
'N on r Lxeelleijov has moved and to associate myself with everything that 
has fallen from you.” 

Tin* Hon’ble BABU SUKKNDKA NATH BAX KIM 1 said — 

” My Loial, 1 desire to accord my hearty support to the resolution which 
lias been placed be ‘fore us I o \ our Excellency and to associate myself whole- 
heartedly with the observations w hich have fallen I rom Your Kxeelleney and 
from my hon’ble inend the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur ol Burdwan. i cannot 
claim to Inna* ha<l the advantage of his close personal friendship, but w hat. lit t h* 

J knew of tin* late Nawab Bahadur tilled me with the highest admiration for hU 
many noble qualities of head and heart. M\ Lord, we did not always worship 
in tin* sanu* temple and my friend has referred t o the di\ ergence of opinion 
which took place bet ween him and ourseh es on many quest ions, but none could 
approach, none could argue, none could dmeuss any public question with him 
without feeling thut there was before him a person, honest, smci iv and 
straight forward in tin* entertainment of his opinions and t ho expression of 
those opinions. My Lord, my hon ble friend has rightly voiced the sentiments 
of the Hindu community when he says that we Hindus feel tin* loss as 
keenly as our Muhammadan fellow countrvmen do. Although perhaps 
to th ein his h>ss is irreparable, we associate ourselves whole-heartedly wuth 
them in their great sorrow and stand by them in the hour of their 
bereavement. With tliise lew words l desire to support the resolution.” 

The Hon’ble Mu. (ILEX said — 

“ My Lord. 1 desire to .associate myself with all that has fallen from 
Your Excellency. Having been connected with the district of Dacca for 
twenty-live years. I perhaj s knew more of tin* late Nawab than many Hon’ble 
Members in this Domicil, and I can testify to tin* great qualities of the late 
Nawab and his predecessors. On behalf of the commercial community of 
Eastern Bengal. I wash to express our heartfelt sympathy with the 
Muhammadan community in tin* loss they have sustained.” 

The Hon’ble NAWAB SAIYJ1) NAWAB AL1 CHAUDHUIII, KHAX 
BAHADUR, said 

“ My Lord, a great shadow has fallen over Bengal and the Indian 
Mussalmans by the sudden and unexpected death of the late -Hon’hle Nawab 
Bahadur* Sir Khwaja Salimullah, g.c.i.e., k.c.s.i., of Dacca. He had been 



Ji evolution. 
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] 

[Xt/fr.tb Siiiyi'ti Xnn % 'ih 1 // Ghawlkun % Khin M/Am/ur.] 

Liiliiig hm£ Jnmi complicated di-oases aiul his object, in. comimr { o ( 'alcunu 
waft c 1 iffly to place himself m tlm hands of expert doctors. lit' w;b routined 
p, i^d since hi- arrival and there ^is no immediate rmhu foi an\ anxiety. 
( ) u Tur-dav last . h o vv e \ i i. {i»* ha i an attack y>f fv'Vor which abated <>n Krniav 
in, «:*n iii *jf. tmt in the aitmm ‘»n towarus 1 oehithc tine ' wa- soon an w.,n 
relapse ami In* expired at t w o-t w ent \ -;i v» m t !n* m »ni injr < > Nat unlay I was 
[it his hedsido wli'-n li* ■ pa*--'- *1 away. 
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i> told ira\f up t h i - mei rantile enterprise, hetran pit irhasm^r lauded pioperlx 
and -< tiled himself al i >arra. In the time ol tin* lair Nawah Abdul < * 1 1 a r i 1 

r 1 1 . ■ family i osi I ■ i intjiirnrr and power !n 1 M >P t In ■ d i llei me* In*! w rrn l hr 

Nhias and Nunns- \\a> smoothed nvr hx in- lorr-ioTit and wisdom. Hr 

IV IJ d t ‘ 1 t 1 1 II 1 1 1 r h i 1 1 1 P l ( > ' t < » \ t ’ I II f 1 1 r II l « 1 N I 1 1 1 Lf 1 1 J r 1 ill I r ' * 1 l ll « ■ M 1 1 1 1 1 1 \ as W *‘11 
as in ih*‘ lai-ha 1 and Naim laxpedilnnis and dmitm times *>| famines uni 
tl.i.. i- Mr- if* m '! o-;t \ km W in» bound-. and -rho»U, rolle^es, hospital-, 
di-ron-ai a nio-. ]ii- lomii-. ric, ?o.*, u\.*d III" i a I donations I In wain- 

y\ . »; k - - <1 I>,ic ,i >a\.‘ ih.-ii • ' '' 1 -I 1 » l In ' ni II II i In*, nt . I on at ion ol Nil i\ h w a in 

Aodu! < « j i . i ! t II- wa- ohm d"d b\ # Sp* A ii-j mi I la !■ who was a- Id'ora! as 

}* i - iadiri and ml *od 'o. d al !ih o\\n ma idrrtrn* la^lil l In oinrhoiit ha-a-a 

la. |a! Kiiwaia N. ^ahiuollah -■ n a •<■■■- 1 . i in- lalim No A In l n n I la h 
Hr w a- o’ > a d 1 1 a i I \ Inuiou ; , -d with I In I it h - I \ a w a 1» 1 ia had it • . < .s i . k * - t 

and 1 1 < i i . in i • too-i, moil o| t h* ■ \ a 1 na i *i- -» i v n-. ■- ho t rm ir n -d 1 o < l o\ - -rn m nt , 

t i hi- coi m 1 1 \ ami to In- eon mm nit x 

1 ho \awai»- "I l>aira hn\« haiiT *••■■■ n known hu tlnii x\»allh and 
ih'imliiv] (M in } Vo n u’a 1 and r- p na!!\ in Kast.mn fl»m/al. Sn K.hwaja 

Na I ■ nio| la ! i o \ i ■( i ■( J . d in- ii nr« 'st oi - though i j • <t in w * *;i 1 1 i) ! >i 1 1 in tin* o- 1 ; ma J i m 

oj ih" hn\r!|iiiii'i!l and tin* p« oph and wa- tin Ion-most h-nd« r oi in- 

(*o>n mu n it \ . \ in* jiithionc. ho had • ■ \ • ■ » hi- r*onmnmit\ was iff oat m than 

that of hi.- a in*. - r ■ Na w;il. Salmiollah ha- had a sunos-lul ran« ' 

In iii- oarlv \oais lu^cv oi i . d to hi- anc»*staal nallniir t**mp. u a nl \ a- a 
mrirhant and was ai-o in t io\ « inin* nt oiiip|o\ |mi a hrnd jionod in t in 
Provincial (avil Norviro au<i -o had trained an insit* , li t into human nature ami 
wa-al»lr to wield i»Toaf inftuenro m\ci hi- eominunily and othor classes.. 
Hi- hliernl^ty and kind hoailedno-.^ niv too w.*ll known tono» d any eommont. 

1 ii;i \ o boon clo-oly asso(*iat**d with him from ainn/st the he^mnmo •>! his 
earoei and ran make I •< »l< i to -a\ tin- of him. I iniuin ral>le inst it nt ion-. 
Families and individual- have hr. jj hmiojit -d hy hi- tmhemsitx 

'i’hrd' atli of Un* Nawah Haliadm* o{ I);mca will iho k«-enl\ l«*jt n.>r only 
in linifral hut throughout India. Tho Miissalman- of Ih-ntral havofust m 
liini a threat leader, eounselior and friend and his- death leaver a trap hard 
to 1 m* filial. lie was the people's fnehd and uppro^rnt at i ve and was readily 
areossihie t«» all. Ih* was ever ready t » take \u& share* m an\ work entrusted 
to him either hy tin* < • overutin*iit oi hi- count rynn n. Jn spite of all t hat may 
he said, he was liked hv Indian and Kuro: ran fri»*mU he*h - man; epial.rir*s rf 
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\ Maub'i Chnudhuri Ismail Khun.'] 

head and heart. In later years the maladies he suffered from prevented him 
much fn mi participating in < ’otineil meetings and other public affairs, hilt it 
must lie said that h>s record of work in both the < 'ouncils — Imperial and 
Local — lias been exein])lary and his counsels were of great help. 

Whatever he took up in hand he did it with the earnestness ol purpose 
lor the public weal. Politics played an important part in his life* and he 
al ways distinguished himself by Ins fund of common House "and tact and 
guided the people safely through t lie course of all currents of thought. He 
was a power in Bengal and especially m Hasten] Longa I . The inception of 
the All-India Moslem League was due to him and the preliminary session of 
the League was held at Haora in l!MMi and lie was one of its Vice-Presidents. 
He was also a Vice-President of the London Branch of the League, lie was 
the Pounder and President, of the Provincial Muhammadan Association of 
Pastern Bengal and Assam, Foundci and President of the Hast. Bengal and 
new Bengal Muhammadan League. He was also the President of the 
Hastcrn Bengal Landholders’ Association fora longtime. 

'Moslem Hdueation also ongigcd his attention a great, deal. lit* was 
the pounder and President ol the Hdueational Conference in Pastern and the 
new Bengal as constituted at present. Zealous as a t rue Muhammadan In* 
evinced a warm mten st in all that concerned Islam and helped all around 
where his money and advice were needed. In religious education too. he 
evinced no less a keen desire m the scheme lor 1 he relormation o( the 
Ma lrassahs which, it is hoped. \m!I soon see the light ol day. 

An excellent represen fata \ e and an exponent ol the highest ideals and 
aspiiations of the Mussulmans, his death to them is a great blow and with 
him one of the most influential personalities which Mussulman India 
produced in recent years passes away. Indian Mussulmans ha\e lost m him 
a great and good man and the Mussulmans o| Bengal and especially <>| Pastern 
Bengal a great, patron of learning and one that was evo leady to ameliorate 
the conditions of tin* people and to dole out* charily to all indigent who came 
t o his doors. 

lie endeared himself to all classes by his kind and affable ways, and 
we shall miss his cheerful personality from tins ('hamberas well as m other 
spheres. 'The late lamented Nawab Bahadur is now dead and gone bin his 
memory wiM be preserved m the hearts of all who came m contact with 
him. To have known him is to have loved him. Personally 7 , I have lost m 
him a groat friend and counsellor and we never hesitated to consult each 
other and profit by the same. There ha\e been occasions when I differed 
from Imn m certain of his view's hit 1 wo agreed in essentials and remained 
good friends. 

To his oldest son Nawab Khwajn Habibullah and all the bereaved 
members of bis family', this (’oiineil. I am sureti joins nit' in its deep 
sympathy and condolence, and also to ( Jovernmeiit and the people of Bengal 
m general over the loss of one who was ever loyal to the backbone in thought, 
word and deed, and to the penph — a patron, friend and counsellor. In doing 
so let us pi ay that (iod’s blessings may rest on Nawab Habibullah, that He 
may’ grant him wisdom in the performance of bis duties. 


The Hon ble MATLV1 (TIArBHUB I MUlfAMM A 1) ISMAIL KHAN 
said : — 

“My* Lord. 1 wall be failigg in tuy duty if I do not associate myself with 
my lion bit* friends who so Wcungly expressed their sorrow’ at tlfle untimely 
death of Nawab Bahadur Sir khawja Salimullah. I had the privilege and 
pleasure of enjoying his friendship for more than 12 years. On many 7 an 
occasion his generosity and liberality struck me with “astonishment and 
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Resolution. 
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[A7r ua A N?/o/ Shu ms-nl-Hutlti ; Mtiulri Mushro f flusotn.] 

admiration. With all his rank, xwahhand dignity in* was always accessible 
in every om‘ whether hiirli or low. 1 In would nexm disappoint a really 
needy person and In* was always ready with a kind reply or a word of hope 
for t hose who approached him for help and *.rtndance. 1 for nnr ha\n lost in 
him a dear and a simviv InmuL His death has east a doom over this 
province and the Mussalmans ol l»mi£al consider it m tin* 1 ijurlil ol a national 
calamity. lit was to tlmm a h*adt*r m whom they placed implicit faith 
and eonfiilmme so much sot, hat tiny world havn u njLrtudirmjjrlv lollowetl him 
wdioi -ever he would likn to Inatl tlmm. Thus it m a irtvat ami nohle man in 
the prnnn « >( he lift* who has ht»nn rarrmd awa\ from anndst ih. \\ «* can 
only mourn his (os-, and pray to the Almighty that his soul may test in 

pea co. 

The Hon Me NAWAi; SYLH Si I AMS-L L-H l lh\ sa,d — 

“My Lord. I desire t o ;issor:at e mysel I with e\enihnm r that has {alien 
1 mm You r Lxeellency's lips. 1 had tin* pt i\ ile^e ol enjoying ! he friendship 
<•1 the lain Nawah Sii Salimullah and I ran sax Irom an mtimate knowledge 
of him extending oxer manx years that it w ill al xxa\ s he dilheult to find a 
man mom lovaUn \u his disposition, more emu mils towards Irimnis and more 
ho 1 • < ■ a i i i i u towards enemies. A slimwd man mad> to do the right t h i » i lT at 
tin- neht moment with an miens** |o\n ioi los eountix and his eommumtx lie 
was tin* ided h-adm of i hn Mussalmans ol this l*iesidmio\ and exercised tin* 
highest intluenee jor g«»ud oxer tin entire Moshm community « d India. 'The 
manner m which In* perlonimd his duties as a haulm at a time when 
eircii inst aimcs demanded tin* Inchest tjualit'es <>l tad and si aiesmanship is 
well known to ( i o\ <*i nnieiit and to his c. hi nt r\ nu*n. I ha\ e ,m\ cr known 
1 1 ] t e npce sin ern in his con\ ml hum and u»oi *■ anxious to piomolc tin* l*»*st 
mi, lest *»| his ci Hint r \ and his eoimtrxmmi. < >f his millnmhmg’ h >\ all \ to 
il Is so\ el I * ) LTD l! IS not lo! me to speak Yotn K\ee||ene\ has spoken ol that 
mi no uncertain hmguag**. and no*oin- wdio knows o{ the Id** ami work ol the 
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Tin* Hon hie MALLY I MLS1 


A I- HI SAIN 


“ My L> *r< 1 . 1 heg to support tin resoi ut ion moved hy \ * >u t L x * * I lmm\ in 
this LminciL Language laiL to expn^ the sorrow h It h\ all of us on 
the saif, sudden and untimely death ol our distinguished hade, ami Irimid. 
t he lale Nawah Sir Khaxvja Salimullah Ilahadnrol Hacca It m needless t o 
enumerate here Hu* services iv mlmvd l,y t lie dist mgmsirnd gent h-maii hot h 
to < iovernnirul* and tot lir people. as they arc too w, 'll known to all of tin 
present to need enumeration. His very presence had an elect nlynig clloct 
nu all those h? met. I have never so*, I, anybody ret urmrej; d tsappot nt **d 

i rom our ivvpivd friend. lie enjoyed -onli-hm I Uth < Venimnit. and 

|M .,,nle and whatever problem. political or social. was put More him for 
solution he solve, 1 it in the interest of the rulers and the ruled and as such 
ins solutions were accepted l,y all without a word of protest. We have lost, 
in hint a true leader, a sine-tv fri.-nd. a wi— statesman and an earnest 
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Resolution. 

[Mr. Lyon ; Bobu ljuoniro Lai //cy.J 


.Jam aky, 


worker j 1 1 flu- cause of humanity and tin* lasting p-*acr of tin* ,roiuiiry. 
I MiKvrdv wish that his soul mav n-st in j>euce in H**a\mi and see tin* oftm-ts 
o 1 all Id i e yom] and net ful works 1 1 • * lum huiu^furaY »*d daring his life t i n i • ■ 

With tdm-e WonU. Mv Lord. I lirO I, f tm* r< solution [11! beloiv 

tin ( ouncil foi accept a 1 me/ 


The 1 1 on ? I > I * * All* Id < >.\ said — 

“My Loid. I slniild 1 1 k* * toad<l a i t * \v moh to i ] J( • tribute whi-di ], as 
be< n paid to-da\ to tin* Into Nawah Lahadui o| Hacmi. horh a> an old 
J M ‘ 1 S O! I ;i I llimid and a.s one \\ In * turn be *n closely associated With 1 1 ; I : I , Loth 
in Ills private all. ms and in Ins public hh*. lor tin past ten years. 

M call were his fiieuds here and \\c km w his mmiality. his hospital it \ . 

his sy in fiat h \ . and that k i nd m *ss i o al I. rnti i e|y irn “'j ieet i\ ,• o| class or j 

" h I e 1 1 endeaO’d him t,oe\e|'\one lie tliet . And also We l'eeoiJfnised the , | * p 
religious c<'!i\ icI.oiih w Inch. w hiie they hound his own community to him u n !i 
bonds of steel. lit t In* same t j me e\ oked the respect and a t'|. n »n o| others 
wlie, while t h e \ miufhl lia\< similai ideals, did not -dan in his lelunoU" 
faith, 

lull he i e. in this I on 1 1 c 1 1 . it is iii;iiiiI\ as a state-man that \\e remain Ini. 
and as such he i ow as many ot her statemnmi l,a\ e i is, n n turns o| st i \\ , 
remember how at l he t line ol t In* ti rst pa rial mn of I h mm I. f h |, j MlS(1 | j , Ml ( ... 
loyally to do w hat he could lor I In* new |';o\ iim and t - - 1 . Ip it s ( io\ ei niuent 
He inclined much obloquy and iniirh opposition hem tlnse who did not n-e, * 

"dh him. He me | all this with pain nee, with strength and with d n_iuit\. 
Jind it IS not too much to s;i\ that in a \eiy short time In » aim-d the inspect 
and a II ect, ion of even t hose w ln> wen- opj osed to hum A ml, lat . i . w hen t in* 
partition ol Uen^al was revoked. when In* was present in spite of his ilMn-alf h 
at the Hellii Ihirbur, he had the Iniesijylil to see at om*e that the wool ol tin* 
Kine-Kmpm or could not be recalled, and I hat t In* deeisn »n w tucii had I mm-h coim* 
to was final, and he ranged himself once nioie on the side of law and older and 
devoted all Ills energies t o pre\ mi t Illy t hose of I, is coil i til II lilt \ wlio Wi IV d 
appointed at that decision honi irmn^r e\piessn>n (<• n m any \ ioim:t m 
disorderly mannci. A nd. dm mtr t he past lew monilis of an\n*t\. his walk 
has been worthy of him. m spite of his o*i je\ oim and inm-asimi illness. 

It is not too much to say t hat while the Muhammadans ol this eoimfrv 
owe him a irreat debt. Kendal as a whole ow.s him me that i- e\on <n- ( <a;m, 
and all tliat w e may do to honour his momoy\ will o*pa\ n in but spiall 
measu re. 


The lion dde MALI ITLXldiA LAL KA'Y sad.— 

*'M\ Lord, I rise to associate lnyseli with tin* n solution moved by Vour 
hxcellency. I he death ol the Hon hie Xawab Lahadm of I >acca litis come 
U]>on usas a surprise. As an inhabitant of Lastmai Ihma'ai I had occasion to 
know' tin 1 late Xiawnb Iiahadur in \ariotts ways His strong personality and 
liis irmual disposition mideared him to all who had occasion t o meet him. He 
was as honest m the formation of his opinion all mutters ol public 

importation us he was st raiydit forward in his expression of them. The loss r.o 
Bengal has been areal and it is not known whether it will be made up m 
the near future. The only consolation that we tan otmr his bereaved family 
is that the fJovornmeni recognised his meritorious services and that the 
country mourns his loss." 

The resolution was then carried, all present standing. 
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Questions and Answers. 

[Dr D. P.?jhrJnulhiktt>i : Mr. J. < >. Puunnin,/: Holm I'. L. h‘> »// : 
. Mr. II. L. Stej,/,enson.] 

LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 1. 


STARRED QUESTIONS. 


liv the lloliM.II* l»i:. l>i:i*,A i'KASjAh SAU BA hi 1 1 K AK I 

* ,f * 

# 1 . Will tin* < io\ ••ninini! hr j >l< a^rt 1 t « > Matt* : 

u ’ \\ 1 1 ( *1 } i r * liir :il '« 'I it it t!i of till- rx.Miiur laM ‘jrailr of Mim>ifs in 
J » * *ii i_T» i i will 1aiv“ < tit '(i li'oni t hr ntiiiiMhiiiviiihiit of I lu ciinvnt 
fi , , a , i « » : 1 1 ' ra r a.- pi«»\nlr«I f» h m tin cunvnt vrar’s hml^vt ; 

;i ifn.it. 1 1 .i'll v* 1 1 . * t tiair will tin abolition iak<» rHrct.ami what an* 
t he r* a - 'a- lot < i r 1 a y ? 


M oliliott of the 
la>t p*ntlc 
MuiiHlf* in llctigul 


Th, 1 1 1 > n 1 > 1 > ‘ Ali;. I’lMMiN 1 ' repln d • 

■/ T|,,. 1 e- in 1 1"' nee.-it 1 ' ,- 

|( ,i,,t possible 1 1 > --tilt.' from x.lnit date tin* nholit ion of tin* 

la>i crude of Muii'i :s in I ’a • 1 1 j.m i \x ill i :< e fleet 

(inycrninent reyi el t i in 1 1 i !<•> are not ) <• t-| .;n «.•<) I - make recoinnienda 
ti ( , 1 1 it- jiiV'dit tune lot - i ! if immediate i nci case < >1 expenditure w Inch the 
proposal Would 1 1 1 \ o ! \ t ■ and am ava.lin;- tin- Report of llic Royal Conirnis- 
mou on i hf hul. lie >ai v ii o- before tauiui; flirt her a> l ion in (lie matter 


i ; v i in Ho.. i,i. r. a i v r m.Ni»i;A i.ai. rav - 

» .i ,, \ , , t In ■ * ■ o\ i a ii in. i il a w a o I I i.i I i ii 1 lie 1 if I ini' I i oil hi ■ at < a lent I a, 

1 ; ,.} 1,1 |M|» 1 and olliui - I'llMli. a and cash. lot adjustment ol salt 

ao a ‘I • I'l-'d o\ if, A'-, yi ~ and < a-ii Ih-pailmeiit ad I 'J I'.M. 

a i id -- I* ", i'M. " ' | „ "i ' i l\ . oil oidmai \ la\ - and a 1 1 l ;. 1 noon and I J- 1 I'.M., 

n -j m cl i \ ' I \ . m4i v .i 1 ll ' < ia \ _ ( . 

j, |, l( I 1 Ll! ;nt-i i In ini I * m I j i « * l ion .if 1 in* -all ''ictiil s\.sl«*m ami 

!!!,,,,> t , Tn i., ■! lull ll,, 1,1110 I, , I i ■ ■ > i v my '•Uf Ii si fill ll los and cash was 
,,|| M. uii . ; Ilia ■ v dam and l:’-:!ll r M ,a >al indav - ? 

An tin I lux’, I mil, III aw. II. Iial n pi - , l,l a I n ,ns liav.- fen made to 
,j| . i v , 11 ,. ..j,, | ,,| ( u si , ,ti i - . I a I c ill I a . f\ the d-wb-f and brokers on tin 
,-ui>i»ot y 

,/ Whal lias |„„ n I he ii suit o' tin o ; feseiil at loif i 

,, |, n lae! I hat ,n all "1 in i hoe-nun, at ,-tlie s. niulildmy I lie other 
doparl III, III s , I 1 in ■ ( 'll si Oil is other, en- h a lid ' U 111 l<- a l , ' I'oe, I \ ed till • > I'.M. 
on ordinary days :m d 1 L'-.;u e.\i „„ "aliiida.f 

if An l in' < .<>y oi n until eon~i, l> i u u I In • (in lion ol ml n "lilciny the 

old sy’sl,. Ml oi leeoivuiL' • asl, and s CP an- yyfieh had 1 , 1-01 III |, ,.,-,• feloie 

i>, -] il oi n 1 ,er lUl I III I ho < a s| • nils Hulls.- at < a h-m l a f 


I.uiiht lnuir o 
m * • 1 1 it. of ( Miv^rn 
III** Ii t (MIJHT HIM 
iitll< I Hi CUI itH’H 11 

t Ii* ( lint * >li i > I loti He 
( 'dlrtlt ta. 


I h e 1 1 on hh- Mi:. > T l'.i’l i i '.NS* )N r. jd ■- d . — 

I, •• Tin- laeis state, I am correct 

(r) & (ll) Representations haye heeti made to the Colleetc.r of Customs, 
yviio received a dejfntat ion o(. dealers and hrokers on tin- subject.. 


(, ) The ansyver is in the allirmat i\e 

nit rot in 


/ / \ r y\ n > ll( . vN timin'' was mt rotlii rd i>roau.M* it was iourul that owin^r to 
the develoument of the salt credit system the Accounts Bra ml, was kept at 
work daily till a late hour in order to elo-,e the salt credits I he ehan^ has 
iriyen eonsi.lcrahle relief to the elerks and ndln ts no real liar, slop on the 
dealers and Brokers. Covenmient do not, therefore, propose to mterlere 
with the Collector's order " ,, 
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Questions and Answers. 


[IOtii January, 


[Maulvi A. K. Fqz-ul-Ilufj ; Mr. U. t'umnnuy : Babu ( . L. Hay; 
Ah. II. Ij. Stephenson.^ 

P>y the 1 1 on ’Mr MAlftVI A. K. FAZ-OI.-IIAQ 

K'H Hit ’L**. ( (( I Is it a fuel Uuit/t.lir (lours of nm> of tilt* mosques sit uatt k il 

th«' ureu vv qj )ln f} H . area jicij ii i n *( I l»v tilts Port Commissioners at Kiddcrporc have hern 

1>\ IIM 1 , * , . x . 

Uoimuis* removed 1 >v t In* I <>rt Onnimi^K)in ,p s in spite < »L protests I >y the Muhammadan 
* . oomiiiimity? 

Is n a fad that the Purr ( 'omiiussion^rs are hindering Muhammadans 
Irom visiting the mosques lor purposes of prayer and other religions observ- 
a i ires V 

The 1 1 on hie Mil. (T MMIXC replhd — 

( a \ “It is a fact. that t\\<> doors ha\e been removed from the mosque 
situated at the junction of the Soiiai Load and Sonai First Lane. Inquiries 
have been made and it has been ascertained that the floors were not removed 
l>v t hr employes of tin* Port Commissioners. It is not known by whom they 
were taken away. 

(//) The answer is in tie* negative." 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS. 

JJy the Ilon’ble liABL (TKXPPA LA L HAY:— 

.ution of I. — W ill t he t lovermneiit be pleaded to lay on the table a statement 

Calcuttu. showing the quantit v of salt imported into t'alcutla and clean'd from the 
( ! overmiK 'lit warehouses and steamers at t’alcutla during the years l!Mt). 
P)1 1. LU2. l!)i:; and P.M L respect i\ ely ? 

The following replv bv the lion hie Alia STKPI1KXSOX was laid on tin* 
table ‘ 

“A statement is laid on tin* table iurnishing the infornial ion asked 
for. The figures are for the ollieial w , ;irA 

Statement referred to in the answer lay the Hon lie Mr. Stephenson to (Question 
Ac. / ( unstarred > asked hy the linn id e Ilahu ( pendra Lai Hay at the 

( ouncil meetiny of the Vdth January. VJlo, shou'iny the yuanfity of salt 
imported into ( latent, ta and cleared Jrom the t loeern >nent wave houses and 
steamers at t aleutta (hinny the period J mm lUO'J-10 to lUJo-U. 



Year. 

Quantity im- 
ported. | 

QUANTITY 

From 

shipboard. 

ULNA KUO. 

i 

From bond. | 

'Total quantity 
cleared. 


1 i 

a 

1 

3 

4 

3 



Mils. 

Mds. 

Mds. 

, Mds. 

1909-10 

... , 

iu» 7 s,;ji f j 

2 , 073,249 

8 , 047.493 

10 , 722,744 

nuo-n 

... 

11 , 879,370 

2 , 834,330 j 

8 , 484,220 

11 . 818,770 

i 

11*11-1 2 

... 

i:W 9 i ,708 

2 , 912,264 1 

8 ,i i oi, 4 f.s 

11 , 843,742 

1912 - 1 3 

... 

13 , 078,589 

2 , 610,071 

9 , 210,197 

1 11 , 90 a , 268 

1913-14 

... 

14 , 191.068 

2 , 861,266 

9 , 428,676 

42 , 284,942 

11*1 4-1 . r > (up to 31»t De- 
cember jyii). 

8 , 237,709 

S i 

I j 

a,:t75,4f»l* 

J 

7 ,i» 7. r >,984 

9 , 931,443 
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1915.] (Juesii on and Anstrer ; The Be{t(j< i / Embankment (Sunda rba ns) 

Bill : Tht * ( 'nlcuttu Improvement { . J mendment ' />/// ; 

the B' /tf/ il Sfea m-h<n'!< s and P ri mt -movers v l/wcm/* 

///e//F V>V//. 

* 

[ (. 'haudhuri Muhammad Ism it! Khan; ./,/ a /A Ker^,; Mr, Beatsnn Bell ; 

A a //’ i !> Ss/rJ Sho ‘tts- *>/<».}# 

1 >v tin- J I < > 1 1 i ■ 1 1 1 i ’I I A 1' 1 >11 1 lil Ml' 11 AM MAW IsMAII. KHAN 

II. — Will 1 1,,' ( rnmniit !',• i -leasri 1 In stall- w hoi her t In v arc con- * s ur v « , y 

• i • i ...... ,, . H»ttioim)ju o] 

siderm s the flesiral *mty < *t pestpon me- t In* i‘;irrynm' « >nt <>1 the present survey ^ olih iat | K , Uu 
and settlement . >]». rat i< >ns in the district oi >^oakhah P> a lnur of greater of NouklmU. 
adrift dt ural pros) t r 1 1 \ ? 

Tin- follow mg i v p I a i » y Hie Hon’blv Mi:. K K 1 i U n,h laid <»n I In * table ■— 

* 1 1 1 1 > question was c< msidei «*d in connection with certain petitions 
submitted to ( im eminent in September ami \o\embcr last, and ( ioxernmeiit 
canii' to tin* conclusion that then* was nothing in tin* agricultural conditions 
of the distinct to warrant a suspension oi tin* Mir\cy and Settlement opera 
turns 'Die ivoiutv oi the cost, motvomr, will not begin until the year 
liHT 1m and anv dela\ at t S n fc present stage wotdd inevitably result in an 
increase in the total cost ot the operations 

TUP MKViAL KM MAN K M KNT SF N I >A I J MANS ; lil LL, HUM 

LIST OF BUSINESS -ITEM No. 2. 

I' h < Hon ‘lb Mi li.atson li« 11 present'd the Import ol the Select 
(An mm i , M ini the li< i ural Kmbankm« nt Stimlarbans Mill, HHd 

He said ~ 

•• M v Pool. 1 ask I or ha \ e i n present the Import o| t he Select ( 'oiuinit tee 
i>n the S 1 1 1 1 1 1 ii bails 1 i 1 1 1 In d * ') n Lt v o. I e \ p i ess i » *lTi i I that, one tl let 1 1 1 ii ’ r of the 
( * o , n , 1 1 1 1 1 e e , !m\ Inend the 1 1 oi i h|e Maul\i Fa/-ublla<j. was unabh P> attend 
a n \ i ,| , „ , , m ,vt i nrm o\\ i ng t m 1 1 1 ness A n> »t In i mat t ei «>| i ejjfret is t ha t we are 

not (piite 1 1 n a n 1 1 1 1 oi i s A niinut' < >i 'It'-"' nt has been leooided l*\ I w o lb>n ble 

A 1 « n , I h • i s. It is now place. | on 1 In ta'oh 1 am also a do d to gne notice 
I | j ;i j 1 1 , >ii ih- M .■ 1 1 d i * i s d e *' 1 1 i n e t o n i o\ » a no *im 1 inent -• lot lie Mill sloidd. under 

,| 1( , mlev. s, ||.| not ie, . d ! he -ame t o nweh t he Seen tai \ t.o tie < ’oaimil m*t 

Infer 1 ban II v. u • -n t lie 17th k ein uai \ in M . 

tii k r \ h<ftt.\ i\ii‘i;ovi;mknt amknhmknt. mill. r.nr,. 

LIST OF BUSINESS -ITEM No. 3. 

% 

'Ph,. Hon Me Nawab S\ed Shains-ii bl I mia piesented tin Import ->l 
tl,,. Select (omnutree on the t'aleinta I mju-o\ ein. nt Amendment; Mill. 

nn:>. 

He said* — 

Hord. I also am asked to </i\e notice that Hon ble Members <leor- 
infi In liiuvi- amendment"' In tin- Hill should. limbi the rules, sen. 1 noun- "I 
i ,, n-arl, Hu- S ■crci,:iry In tic- < .um-il m it. later tli;m II A. M. <>n tin 
17th February next . 

Tin-; hlscal stkam-hoii.kus anh pimmk-Movkks 
(AMKNDMKN T. HILL, 1916. 

LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEMS Nos. 4 and 5. 

The 1 1 oil ' hie Ml. Hcatson lh-ll moved lor leave to mt|t«luee a loll 
further t« amend the H.-ngal M.-am-hoilers an-1 J’m.i.-tm.vers Art. 1*79. 

i I e said : — 

" Mv Lord, this Hill deals with rather a t .-clinical. subject— steam-hoilers 
and Prime movers. According to the defimt mn in the existing Act, * holler 



12 


[10th January, 


The Bengal .''team-boilers and Prime-movers 
( Amendment ) Bill ; Involutions. 

[J//\ Beatsou Bell; Bnbu Jilurendru Xutk Nay.} r 

ineludes any cylinder or vessel f£t* generating strain under pressure, while 
“ primp-mover ’ ineludcft any sf earn-engine. fly-wheel. first driving shaft or 
pulley attached to any such engine Tln^ Act extends to the town of (’alcutta 
and Howrah audit is also w ithni the competence of ( Government to extend it to 
other places in t lie nmfassal. It lias been extended to various places in the 
coal districts and it has also been extended to 'Naraingunge atfli (Jhandpur 
and I think, to a few other ]>^ces. The main point of our Hill is that we 
I hink t liat tin* p resent Act is prtssihly rather too drastic, and we an* proposing 
I he re fore to make it more elastfb. 1 hope tliis Kill will show that (Govern- 
ment are not always actuated l>y tliat passion for regulation with xvhieh it is 
not unolten credited. 

At present, the exemptions under tin 1 Act are very few. The Aef does 
not apply to any locomotive engine used upon any railway or to any steam 
vessel j i j file I Art o| (kileutta. These arc tlie only exeni] tions. Locomotives 
are, of course, thoroughly inspected under the supervision of the Kailway 
Hoard and the steam u*sm-|s in the Port of Calcutta are coven*d by other 
legislation. Hut we think that t hesr exempt tons do not go quite far enough. 
Some pnme-mo\ ei and *\ « am-ln ulers ai e in no wax dangerous eithei to the 
public or t o those who work them and we a.sk for power to (exempt tliem 
specifically. We also ask for power to exempt any boiler or prime-mover 
which is us"d eA<*lusi\ejy I or d < >n ie v ti c purposes at atmospheric j u'csmi i*e. I 
think Idle (Tinned will agree that these are reasonable exemptions. 

1 he I fill'd exempt iot I W Inch W e SI truest lilt rodlieing into I he Act relates to 
steam-x essels m any aiea out, sale ('alcutla to wmeh the Act has been 
extended. I ‘assniger steamers m the mulassal are alivadv dealt with under 
other Acts, but there are certain otlmr steamers m the mufassal. foi '•xanijile 
steam-lamiehes belonging to mercant lie firms, both Huropean and Indian, at 
Narainganj and (diandpur. We ha\'e been advised that it is unnecessary to 
subject those \ essels to the Act. and we therefore propo.-e to exempt them, 
following I he precedent of the Hurma At t. It max l>* . In >we\ er, 1 hat this is 
going too far and we are quite prepared to leconsuler or modil\ this j»o posal 
alter We ha\e consulted those most, concerned. 

Kmally, w r e propose to provide h>r 1 1 1 payment, ol pension^. gratuites <>r 
compassionate allowances, as 1 In* cast* max be, to any Hoih r 1 nspcci or w ho is 
mjui'ed. or to tin* relative <d any Holler I lisped oi who is killed, m the 
d isch a rge of his du ties, d hm is a humane and necessary provision which 
will. I am su re, commend it.sell to the ( Tmneil. 

My Lord, t lease are tin* mam prov isions which we desire to incorporate in 
the Ad . 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon hie Mr. Kent snn-Bell moved that the said Hill be referred to a 
Select (’omimttee consisting ol the lion hie Mr. New bould. the Hon blc 
Mr. I'ayne. the Ilonble Mr. ( ’ow ley, the Honble Kaja Hrishikesh Haha. the 
lion bb* Mr. Kray, the Ilonble Mr. (Grice^ 1 1 1 e lion bit * Habu Upend ra Hal Kay 
and tin* movi'r with instructions to (‘irculate their report in time for its 
consideration in Conned at the meeting to be held in March next. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

( 

\ 


RESOLUTIONS. 

LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEMS Nos. 6, 7 and 8. 

( i 'nder the Rules for the discussion of matters of general public interest .; 

The Hon due BAKU Sid KKNHK A NATH KAY was to have moved the 
following resolution : — 

‘ This Council recommends to the (Governor in Council that an Advisory 
Board (to consist.,, of official and non -official Members) be formed for the 
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[ Babu Stirendra Nath 
Adjournment . 

purpose of advising Government in matters connected with primary and 
secondary education in this Presidency.’ 

He said : — 

“My Lord. J am sorry to find that There is some misapprehension in the 
minds of certain of the Muhammadan members of this Council as regards my 
resolution. 1 do not like at this time to move \ resolution which may have 
the effect of hampering the Government. In the circumstances, therefore, 1 
beg to withdraw the resolution with your Kxcellcncys permission. 

The resolution was then, hy leave of the President, withdrawn. 

The resolution having been withdrawn, the following two amendments 
standing in tin* names of the Hon ble Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali ( 'haudhuri, 
Khan Bahadur, and the Hon ble Chaudhuri Muhammad Ismail Khan, 
respectively, were also deemed to have been withdrawn : — 

‘ The Hun Me Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur, 
to move that lor tin* words within brackets “(to consist of 
official and nonotfieial Members f . in line 2 of tin* Hon ble lkibu 
Surendra Nath Bay s resolution, t he following be sii l»slil uted, 
namely : — 

*' (consisting of officials and non-offieinis and on which the Hindu and 
Muhammadan communities shall he equally represented) . 

‘ J'ht* I lon’ble (-haudhuri Muhammad Ismail Khan to move that for 
the w< >nls within brackets “ . to consist of official and non-official 
Members) ”, in line 2 of the Hon ble Babu Surendra Nath Bays 
resolution, t he following be substituted, namely ; — 

" ^consisting >1 officials and non-officials, ol whom the majority shall 
1m* Muhammadans,)”. , 

ADJOURNMENT. 

The Council was then adjourned to tin* 1th March, HHf>. at J 1 a.m. 

‘ A. W. WATSON, 

Senj. to the (iovl. of Benya l and 
Secy. to the Bengal Legislative Council. 

Calcutta ; 

The 22nd January , VJlS. 


B. S. Pre«K — 1 *2-191 5 — 35584 — 5<K) B. N. K. 




Abstract of She Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled 
under the provisions of the Indian i\mncih .lf/5, MV) 7, 1S92 and 1909 , 
and the Government of India Act. 1912. 


T H i : ('ounoil met in the (domicil (dianiher in (iovennnent House on 
Tuesday. 1 hr 2nd March, l!Ho. at 11 a.m. 


Present : 

1 1 N Kxcclhnev the Kierht Hon hie Thomas Davih, Mahon ( ’akm n H aki. 
or Skiki.ino. is.cj.k.. k.< mm.. Governor of the Presidency of Port 
William in Bengal, presidmq. 

The Hon hie X\WAH Syki> SilAMS-T l.-lll’KA. 

The H Oil ’hie Mli. X. I). l\r \tson I > K L I . . (. i.i:. 

The Hon’hlr SriniKoN-rir.NmiAi. F. A. Hakims, c.h.i. 

'flic Hon hlc Mu. S' tk\ knm>n-Mooi:k, r.v.n. 
ddie Hon hh Mi:. F. J. Monahan. 

The Hoil hie Mu. d. (d. ( • l M M 1 N ( « , 0.1. K. 

The Hond.le Mli. .1. IT. Kki:i:. r.i.K, 

The H on ’hie Mi:. II. L. S i kpmknson, ( .i.k. 

I lie I I oil hie Mu. II. F. S \ M MAN. 

The JTon’hlo Mr. H. H. Uiikkn. 

# 

The II of ) ’ hi e Mil. IT. P». Xr.uitorui. 

Tlit Hon hie Mi:. C. H. Bomimh. 

Tlit- Hun’hle Mu. 15. c. Mn ua. 

The Hon’I.le l^R. \V. \V. Hoknkll. 

The Hon’hle Mk. K Payne. 

The Hon ’ble Rai Pkiya Nath Mi khar.m Bahadur. 


The Hon hie Mr. F. A. A. Cowi.ky. 
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The Hon’ble Mu. H. .1. Hilary. 


[2nd March, 


Tin* Hon* Me Nawab Bahadph of Murhhidabad, K.d.s.i.. k.c.v.o., 

Amik-ul-Om hah. 

The 1 1 oil *hlr I)U. XlLKAlAN Si RCA K. 

'Till* I lon’hle Ka.ja Hkjshikemi Laiia. r.i.K. 

The Hon h]e S 1 1 : 1 j ) J A A ( HAND MaHTAB. K.C.K.I., K.C.I.E., Malia- 

rajadhiraja Bahadur ui Hurd wan. 

ITe Hon’hle Raja Siiomii Kanta Achakyya Chaudhuki Bahadur. 

The I Ion hie Raja 1)i\lm>k\ Nailuan Ray. 

The Hon’ble Rai Radjia Ch ar an J , al Bahadur. 

The Ilon’hh Mr. K. II. Hkak 

The I Inn ’hie M H. K. H. Si’LWAi:!, P.J.R. 

The I Ion hie Mu. W. T. Cricl. 

The I Ion ’hie M H. (j. A. Baylm . 

Tile Hon’hle Mu. A. \Y. ( Chaplin. 

Tho Hon I » It* Mu. (iol.AM Hos^kin Cashim AuiUe 
The Hon’hle Maplvi M r,<n ahraf Humain. 

The Hon’hle Mai lyi A. K. Faz-ul-I I \ p. 

The Hon'hle Rai Nalinaksha Base Bahadur. 

The Hon’hle Raja Mahkndra Ranjax I\ a a Chaudhuki. 

♦ 

The Hon’hle Nawab Saivid Nawab Au Chaudhuki. Khan Bahadur. 
The Hon’hle 11a up Sprkndra Nath Banerji. 

Tin' Hon’hle Ba hi Sprkndka Nath Ray. 

T!ie Hon’hle Babp Mahendua Natii Ray, c.i.e. * 

The Hon’hle Rai TIari Moiiax Chandra Bahadur. 

The Hon’hle Chapdhpki Muhammad Ismail Khan. 

The Hon’l>le Babp Upexdra Lal Ha\. 
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Questions and Answers. 

Nawab Bahadur of Marsh id a had : X. Basu. 

OATH OR AFFIRMATION OF AI.LEdlANVK. 

LIST OF BUSINESS — ITEM No. I. 

1 Hon Mo I iit isham-iiI-Miilk Kuis-tid- Haula Annr-ul-Omrah Nawab 
Sir Asif Qadr Saiyid W asil Ah Mirza Kiian Bahadur Maliabat Jailer. Nawab 
Bahadur of Murshidabad. mad*' an atlirmation of his allowance to tho (Town. 

THE LATE NAWAB OF DACCA. 

His FxrMlrnry t In* PRKSIBKNT said : — 

*’ Brforr wo J))*oi*«mm 1 furthor with tin* luisinoas that is hotorr us. I should 
hko to road to you tin* following lottor which ha^ boon rocoivod by tho 
Srcrntarv to tin* t ounnl m ivIcivikv lit tho resolution {•nrriod in this t'oiincil 
on t In* 1 iHh .1 anuary last . 

Asiimvn Manzil, H Art a , 

l he / 'If /, Feb run nj lit If), 

From Khwaija I lain hit llah. Nawab of Haora. 

Hk\i: S i i;. 

I h a \ * * tin- honour t»» ark now lodiiv tin- recoipt M you r drmi-ntlieial 
No. l!».i L.. datod tin* 4th Foiuuary ninvut. and ha\<- !<» thank you for t hr 
roj)n*s o( tin* a I >sl t art of tin* piorcrdmirs of a meeting ol tho Brniral Lrjunsla- 
tivo ( oil nrd in* Id on tho I ! U h .lanuaM la^t. 

I ho laniily an- dooply ronsrn»ifs of tin* ^ratitudo tho\ owo to tdn* 
mombors of tho Bonsai LetfiMativo Council for tho rosolution o'l sympathy m 
rotrard to tho doath of thoir brad, tin* lato Nawab Sir Salimullah Bahadur. 

I am, 

Hoar Sir, 

Yours faithfully. 

Sd. K . I J v iti in i. la II. 

Sat rah of l)acen . 

To A. \v. WATSON. Km,.. t.< s . 

See ref ar?/. Bengal Legist itioe Council, Calcutta. 


STARRED QUESTIONS. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWER8. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 2. 


By tlm Hon't.lr RAI XAMXAKMIA liASI BANAIM'R.— 

*1. (a) Art- the Government a war- tlial tin- raiyats in tlx- neirrhhoiir- 

hood of tin* Eden Cana! entered into an agreement with tho Eden Canal f 
authorities for tho supply of water lor tlx- irrigation of their land* ? " 

II 

\1>) Are the (Government also aware that the Eden Canal authorities 1 
have, in tiie last few years, failed to supply this water { 


foi MlC 

of « fUMi) h 10 the 
iiei^litton r^ootf of 
tho EtJtot CanaL 


autnoiuf ms 
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Questions and Answers. [2nd March, 

N. Bam; Mr. Cowley; Maharaja of Nashipur ; Mr. Sam man. 


Education of 
%rda>ta*hin Ladies 
the Lalbagh sub- 
vision. 


By the Hon hie RAI NALINAKSJ1A BASH BAHADUR : — concluded. 

(c) In this connection, hits it been brought to the notice of Government 
that the canal iiuthoritiew have throughout realised from the raiyats the 
entire iiinount which the latter stipulated to pav for the regular supply 
of this water ? 

id) If no. are the ( i overnment considering the desirability of making an 
inquiry into t he matter ? 


The Hon'ble Mr. COWLEY replied ; — 

1 . (a) “ Yes. 

(b) It is the case that during recent years the supply of water to the 
Eden Canal lias been precarious and during the past two years, 1913 and 1914, 
the supply has been nearly cut off by the sand ehur which has formed in front 
of t tie Jajuti Sluice. 

In 1912 there was no complaint of short supply, probably on account of 
the assistance from rain 

In 19J3 water was supplied up to a fairly late date in the season, but the 
supply was deficient in October. 

In 1914 the supply completely failed in September. 

(c) It is incorrect to say that the canal authorities have throughout 
realised from I he raiyats the entire amount which they stipulated to pay for 
tin* regular supply of* water 

It is the cast' that when crops have suflered owing to the failure of supply 
ot water, remission of water rates is allowed, provided the applications are 
received before the crops are cut 

Many such applications have been received for the year 1914 and are 
being inquired into, and remission will be given where necessary. It has 
been reported that the remission of water rates for the year 1914 may amount 
to Rs. 10,000. A new supply sluice and head works about 2 miles below the 
existing sluice are now under construction and it is hoped will be completed 
before the next irrigation season. These works will ensure the supply for 
the time being since they are more favourably situated where the river is 
close to the bank and where at present there is no likelihood of a sand chvr 
forming in front of it. 

(d) It is not considered necessary in the circumstances to make any 
further inquiry into the matter ; the supply of water is governed by certain 
rules with wdih-h the raiyats are fully conversant and remission of water rates 
can be granted bv the Divisional Canal Officer for injury to the crop on a 
leased area caused by a deficient Supply of water, provided that a written 
application for remission has been made 15 days at least lefore the crop is 
cut. ,, 


By the Hon blc MAHARAdA II AN AJ IT SINHA of Nashipur : — 

*2. (a) Will the Government be pleased to state whether any arrange- 

ments for Pardanashin Zenana education have b?en made in the Lalbagh 
subdivision ? 

(h) If so, how many lady teachers have been appointed ? 

The Hon’ble Mu. SAMMAN replied : — 

(a) “Arrangements for Pardanashin Zenana education have been 
made in the Lalbagh subdivision of the Murshidabad district. 

(b) One lady teacher has been appointed.” 
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Maharaja of Xashipur ; Mr. Sam man. 

By the Hnn’Ue MAH AKAJ A RAN A.i IT SIXHA of Nashipur 

*3. (a) Is it a fact that t In* Knshnagar Municipality has submitted a 

water-works scheme for the town and prayed for the usual (Government Riant 
of half tin* amount of the total com ? 

(A) If so, will tin* Government he pleased to state what is tin* total cost 
of the proposed water-works and whet her Government have passed any final 
orders in the matter ? 

The Hon ’hie Mi:. SAM MAN replied 

and ; h ) “A eninplete water-supply Hellene* for the Krislmngar 
Municipality was drawn up by the Sanitary Engineer at an estimated cost of 
Rs. 2, *2, 000, which was subsequently raised to Rs 2,91,000. This scheme was 
referred to the Municipal Commissioners in April, 1914, for resubmission with 
definite proposals for financing it, (Government making an offer to pav one half 
of the total cost. The Municipal (Commissioners, while accepting the offer of 
financial assistance made hv ( Government, resolved to niovr ( Government for 
further assistance towards the drainage scheme and decided to consider both 
schemes together on receipt of thereplv trom f iovernment 

The financial aspect of these two schemes presents great difficulties The 
w hole ipiest ion was thoroughly unest 1 gated and discuss'd with the Municipal 
Commissioners hv the iion'hle Member in charge of the Department during Ins 
recent visit to Krishnagar and the Sanitary Engineer is now being consulted 
on a proposal to curtail tin* drainage scheme so as to reduce its capital cost and 
to bring the recurring cha 1 ges for its upkeep within the financial resomces 
available The question of a Government contribution will he ca rid’ ally con 
sidered on receipt of the Sanitary Engineer s report,” 

By the llon’hlr MAHARAJA RANAJ IT SI Nil A of Nashi, ur 

*1. a) Is it a fact that the Krishnagar Municipality has submitted a 
drama jv seheine for Goan town / 

h JLf so. will the I Government R* pleased to state whether they have 
approved of tiie scheme and whether any contribution has been sanctioned 
by I hem for the same ? 

The Hon hle Mr. SAMMAN rr» lied 

\a j and (It) “ Tin 1 Hon ble Member is referred t-> the answer given hy 
me to Question No. 3. 

By the Hon’ble\MAHAKAJA R ANAJ IT SIN II A of Nashipm 

* 0 . [a; Are the ( iov 1 rmneiit aware that the Zammdarv Association 

of Rangpur submitted a memorial on tin* tjoth November. 191 I, through the 
( 'omniissioiier of tin* Rajsiiahi Division, praying foi tlje osta bhsliinent of a 
Pasteur Inst itute ? 

(b) Have the (Government received the said memorial and. if so, will 
they be pleased to state what orders have been passed thereon ? 

The Honbl% M 1 ;. SAMMAN replied:— 

(a) “ The answer is m the affirmative. 

(It) The memorial has been received and t fit* memorialists have been 
informed, in reply, that the decision regarding the utilization of the money 
subscrilied to the Kjng Edward Memorial Fund. Eastern Bengal and Assam, 
lay, not with the (Government but with the subscribers themselves. The sub- 
scribers decided to devote a portion of the Fund to the construction arid 
equipment ctf a Pasteur Institute at Shillong, and steps have been taken accord 
ingly. As there is to be a Pasteur Institute at Shillong, the Governor m 
Council considers it unnecessary to have another such institution so near to 
Shillong as Darjeeling.” 


Watei work* 
*olieuu* tor tlw< 
Krislnutgur Muni- 
cipality. 


I nounpc hi lifiii* 
1 ■ n < i Olll i tuU || I li 
I Ik- KriHluiM^m 

M I It I Ml |M« li t \ 


Kh! ftMiHlnio nt o\ 

u I'unVur IiiMhtut* 
at Uan^pur. 
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Questions and Answers. 
Maharaja of Nashi pur ; Mr. Samman . 


[2.vi> Makch, 


By the Hon’ble MAHARAJA RANAJIT SINHA of Nashipurc — 

*0. (a) Will the ( iovornment he pleased to state whether it is a fact 

UJ that there has hern an epidemic of small-pox recently in Calcutta ? 

(b) If so. will the (J-overmneiit bo pleased to state what steps (if any) 
have been taken or are heinir taken to chock the spread of tin; disease ? 

The Hon’ble Mia SAMMAN replied 

(a t “ The answer is in the affirmative. 

(h) To supplement the existing accommodation for small pox patients in 
the Campbell Hospital, the (huerimient have sanctioned the opening of a 
temporary small-pox hospital, which will pro\ide accommodation for 1 00 
patients The Corporation of Calcutta have acquired a site at Cobra and are 
making tin* necessary arrangements in consultation with the Superintendent 
of the ( 'a mpbell Hospital. 

Temporary vaccinators have been appointed for the vaccination of persons 
working in I he mills in or near Calcutta and of t he shipping community of the 
port of Calcutta. 

Tht* task of dealing with the present epidemic is primarily one for the 
1 [ea I th I )epa rt merit of the ( ’orporat ion of Ca lent t a, w h ieh is full v al i \ e to the 
situation. Tht* following, among other measures, ha\e already been taken by 
t he ( ’or; )orat ion — 

(i) Shortly before tht* outbreak a warning notice urging the public to 
get \accinated was published, and when small po\ was declared 
epidemic, a not i beat inn was published b\ beat of d rum, by | losters 
and in tin* pivss that all vaccination would be fr(*e of charge. 
As a result of this step the nu.nber of persons \ inn nated has 
increased enormously 

(//) The 1 1 ea 1th I )epart ment has been st rengt ln*m*d by t he employment of 
extra \ncemntors, both male and female, and a Co of Medical, 
Uls infecting and Haste* 'cleansing Inspectors 
(Hi) Sixteen Medical men of the town having \olunteered to \aeeinate 
t In* poor free of charge, arrangements lune been made to supply 
t hem with fresh lymph 

(ir) All school-boys, students, and employes known to lune been in con- 
tact with a case of small pox are quarantined 
(/•) A small hospital has been opened in Tangra for Indian patients who 
can afford to pay. 

(t i) Ambulances lune been pro\ided at each of the principal hospitals 
of the town, and arrangements lune been made for disinfecting 
tht* ahnrrirs in which persons mi fieri ng from infectious diseases 
are carried to the hospitals 

(rii) As many cases of small pox are treated at home, medicated oil has 
been distributed free for use as a disinfectant.” 

By the lion Tie MAHARAJA RANAJIT SINI1A of Nashipur 

AJiorat ion of i hr *7. An* the < iovernment roimidering the advisability, m the interests 

\ )f rl,< ‘ of tie* health ol the Minlent community, of asking tin* Senate of the ( aleutta 

K* \ a h! nr 1 1 1 on**™ ' * ' Un i versit y whet 1 ler t he dat es f< »r tin* LTiiversdy examinations could not In* 
tixed in future in mouths other than February, March and April, when 
epidemics of illness are not, infrequent in Calcutta ? 


Outbreak 

small-pox 

Calcutta. 


The Hon’ble Mu. SAMMAN replied : — 
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Maharaja of Xashipur ; Mr. Kerr . ftahu S. X . Ray: Mr. Sannnan. 


By the fWhle MAHARAJA KAN A J IT S I N 1 1 A of Nash.pur 

*8. (a) An the (hwnunment awaiv i lint cattle m Bengal have much Allogtnl tfotoi 

deteriorated m *u i years? return of cattlu 

{It Are tii*' tlovernmem eon Drill j the adv inability of establishing h 
pasture lands m even villain v 

The Hen hh; Ml:. KKKK n-j-liei . — 

a “ ( h weninieiit art not aware that there has Ket n a marked deteriora- 
tion of eauh* m Ih niral m recent vears. But it i - a laet that tlie condition 
of tlie cattle in this Presidency is not sat is laet « >> v . The teasons are 
part Iv el limit ie and part U economic The (j.iest ion of t ho remedies to In* appluul 
has Keen fre< jiient 1\ discussed 1 »» *t 1 1 m this ('mined and elsewhere 

( h ) The 1 Ion Kle Member is ret erred i n t he rei d\ u i \ en ton si mi la r quest ion 
asked by him at t he ( 'outlet 1 meet nm < >1 the 1st M*ptomhcr. HH4 The reports 
of ( ’otmuissioinu's in reply t< the »vterrmr made io then mi t ! te suhp 4 of 
^ra/me grounds m (iovcrnmcnt estates have re»entl\ Keen received. and art 4 
under the eon si derat ion of l he Boa t d of Revenue 

By lie llon-l.le BAl;r sMlKN’Dl! \ NATH K A ^ — 

*‘.h a W ill t ho < h »\ eninont !"■ |l :o<d to sa\ wlntiiei it is a laet that Muluu.. t«\o 

1 i It e ♦ n thousand p»*oph 4 . m some n 1 1 ! 1 1 1 • • < a 1 i i«»ae! i t i s_t that licnie. di»W of ll " •hwni 

1 1 1 a I a i i a I level m the Nadia district m \ . »\ * mi>. i Mil t. amf that Hie deaths 
m i hat distiiet in Hee- 1 1 1 1 •< i. 11H I. \\ ♦ ie ne.iilv I oi 1 1 1 et n thousand ' 

\l> Were any : i < I d 1 1 1 < » 1 1 ; 1 1 medical men s, m to tin- di-tiiet of \ad,a 

d hi i hit the <mi 1 I in al\ • ‘1 mal a i la I I e \ e i m N n\ e in I •« i I ! • 1 | 

r A *'e 1 lie th.\.? eiient a waie that il is eon- taut I v a smelted th.it the 

outhoakof malaiaal hvm m an «pidomie foim in the Nadia and adjoining 
distint- i - dm to t hi action ,,! tin Ka-tmn Ik ulmI Mate Kadwav in closing 
the \ 1 a I a i \ : 1 1 1 I hi nd mi l h e d i ' t rp t of M n e ! i id a I a|| f 

Will tie hn' , limn nt ii,. piifci-e* I t o - 1 a 1 ■ w hat st < , s 1 1 a n \ ' t I n \ a re 

t a h inn to ;■ i it down mal a l 'a in t i ■ o- , • o 1st tmt ^ ' 

1 he Ho,, hi, Mi:. M\ W WAN n plied 

<i “No si 1 1 ; i > at - -tatmties are kej t loi malaual hvm. Healiis | rmn 
lev er ot a 11 k i nds i n t he d jst net of Nadia iiutnhered fl.ddlm November, IhM, 
and I I,.V2<> ill December. 11H \ 

(It) T lie ansvv i*r is m the nr^at ive 

(r ; 1 *ov et 1 1 4 uent ha’ e no in f orma t ion on t h i - j «oi nt 

i d) In order to put down malaria, even emhavour u heirm made to 
popularise the use ot (j.unjue, an- 1 almanacs printed m the vernacular, mu 
tainifJL! a leaflet oti mala^m and if - remedies are vvjdelv distributed m all 
distrnts ('ertatn quantities of quinine haw heen -applied free of <-oM to 
the Mission dispe mane- at hhn.i -fa,* Ratanpi:* and Melierpur 

In aecmdame wiHj expert t.ednal omnioti tlie District Boaids and 
Mtinn ilia lit ie- 1 1 a v e heen roq nest < < I t o a rra mu* he the a d m i n i -• j a t ton of a d> ■ * 

(juate doses o[ quifilhe to all pet son- treated Oil the disease at e(i, i i i t a I )le 
dis} lelisil ries III exceptional eases, eraiits have heen jjIVrli from Rfovuta !al 
Rev en in% tr sudi Mum i [ >.a ) 1 1 ies as ate rea 1 1 \ u • • i hie to hea r the extra ef ia r< r e 

nieuri’ed on t fji.s account 

,\s a t.emporarv mea -tire A — i-taut Suil'cms hav, heen appointed to 
deliver* lectures on mnila'mn and hvciem* with nil reference to malaria, 
at all ( i nv ern mem } 1 1 y 1 1 # sD h »o| - ,t 1 1 d I et } j 1 1 n a I sej io< >j s a 1 1 < 1 at some aided 
school- 

Lincral plants have heen made <o M tin jei oa lit jes t < » assist them in earrv- 
ine* t!iroue*h water su[i|)l\ and drainage projects 

The* substantial additions made to the incomes of District Boards hv 
the surrender of the Jhiblic Works ( ess should mahle these bodies to do far 
more than huhertn to combat malaria. ’* 
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[2nd March, 


( fhieslions and Answers. 

Babu S. X. Banerji ; Ms. Cummivq. 

By the Hoi)’l)lc BABII NCBKXDliA NATII BAXK1MI 

*10. \\ ili tlx- Uovernmciit lix pleased to state — 

(<) I lie uuiiiImt of ilacnit i.-s that haw taken place tu the riparian 
towns from Baranagar to Xaihati and from Bully to Hooghlv 
within the last. I luce months ; 

Ut) the number ol d acuities that have occurred in the Presidency and 
Burd wan Divisions within the same period, district hy district ; 

{rii) the nunil.er of arrests made and the cas.-s in which such arrests 
have been made ; and 

l"’) the nunil.er ol convictions in these cases and the punishments 
iutlictod ? 

I lie Ilon’hle M it. CC.M.MIXD replied 

(i) " During the. three nionths ending on :’.ist .lanuary ]!l1"i, there 
were two eases ol dacoity in river-side villages between I ia ran agar and 
Xaihati and two others in riven-side villages between Bally and Hooghlv. 

(uj 1 he billowing table contains the information icipiired : — 


Nil me of*Dl vUion. 

Naim of distmi 

1 

! N UIiiIh-i of- 

: da> in tics M-potind 

| dm mt r !bf line* months 
ending on 

' a 1 si .lumiHiy 

llFMAIOCs 

Hurdwan 

• • 1 Ihirdwan 

| 

■1 

One of those has been found 


Ihrbhum 

Nil. 

to be a cast* of robbery. 


1 sink lira 

. 



Mi iiia|Mir 

l.i 

I w<> of lhe.se cases lia\*' hern 
declared lo ho false. 


Honi*hi\ 

10 

One of these cases has boon 




declared to he non-cogniz- 
abh*. 


Howrah 

1 



Total 

;>o 


Presidency 

. 2 1-1‘anjatias 

id 

One of these ca-Pb has been 




found to he a ease of honso- 


Nadia 

Nil. 

breaking. 


M urshidahad 

. , Nil. 



1 JoSSO**e 


Khulna 


Total ... 11* 


Idieso figures include the four daenities mentioned in the previous 
paragraph. 

(///) _ In the Hurd wan Id vision there were 73 arrests in 13 cases, and in 
the Presidency Division hi ari’ests in S eases. 

None of t ht* cases in which arresis have been made has yet been 
finally decided, while most ol the other cases are under investigation.” 


^•ooitins in tii* 
rosidoncy and 
uHwan divihinim 



If 15.] 


23 


Questions ami Anstrers. 

Bit hulS.' X. B i nrr j i : Mr. ( *u m nt* n<j. 

By the Ho* IT* BABB SPKKNMSA NATH HAN KIM 1 — 

*11. An' tli** ( i < >\ eminent consi- loving the desirability of relaxing the 
wtringenev of tlit* provision*. o| i lir Arm- Act m the direction .*1 granting 
license- for purpose- «»f soil-] a "l * ** *t n »i i V 

ThV llon'Mo Mk. (TMMINi; pin-! — 

‘The attention of 1 1 1 ♦ * 1 1 « o i Me M^ndm i- 1 1 1 \ 1 1 * *vl 1>* pa rag raj * 1 1 < M 
the fiovernment Be-olution on Police 4 Adminh-t rat ion in Bengal. dated 
Sep tern tier Mh, HM3. m w Inch ilu* follow i n u passage amirs - - 

111 t lit* f>])l II ion oi I I lv j‘i \ (V 1 I t'lH \ IN ( CIIIK ll. ,1 t I <‘Iil J»t S -TiMI hi 1 M* 111 .ill M l(> MM’lin 1 t In* 

nelhr assist. Hire nt I }»<>>♦• h\mo m rural .ii-M" l'\ St l Im-ii i ng thru li.imU :i t»«i pliuin^ 
tht <in m a ] »< >sj t mi) lo i»r a 1 >1 *' t (» w 1 1 f i si a ini t lit* a 1 1 a< ks ( 1 1 < I a t t > 1 1 > AN it 1 1 tills ol > jrr t I li 
V1C\1 , ( iu\ t* I* 1 1 II l « * 1 1 1 a I'M JM MpaOti t 1 * jj l \ r lit » ' ! I " t * s t » im*I \ to 11 < I) HIM! < il.lll ts a lol ot Ih’l S w lt<» 

iliiv,. iai^’o ini**! ost s in tin* mufoss.tl on the rnnditioii that tin*\ employ pensioned 
llff-omintl \ >t*]»o\ s who a To not only Italian! m tin* use of amis hut .ii<* also 1 1 K « » 1 \ to ohot 
fi fefcavo front to «la( oits. 

‘‘'‘Action has I >een taken toonrn out 1 1n* j »o! i • *\ suggested in t his pnragra j > h 
I >n t no iurt iu'r relaxation of the c\i-tm;j rule's under the Anns Aet is tinder the 
consideration of CoAernment *: r 

SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTION. 

'Tin* I Ion hie Itahii Si in \ i»,:a N \ i h I!\m i:.m a - ke< i i In > to| lowing stipplo- 
H)!iit;i ! \ ijiK'sl n n . — 

■‘Will llh 1 < I < » Vt Timirnl h. pirated t « » - t . 1 1 • * I i I » 1 II 1 1 III la * r of < \M Sf*s ! ll which, 

under the terms of I In* re-o!ul mn relonvd !oh\ tin- lion Me M • ■mh» i . Ifrmseh 

have horn given to pm-.-son*. a-king I" 1 uirii In fiiu'* ? 

The lion IT Mi; < I’MMINC i.-plrnd - 

■ ‘ I j < 1 ii » • in <t i c< * i s ufi \ , ■ 1 1 I "h :i 1 1 ho gl.p I I « • gi \ * * the i n I oni ia lion 

By the Hon hie BABl* >!’IH;M)1;\ NA'III BAN KIM I 

*12 A IV the tiau rm in *n l eon>id**i mu fin* ad \ isabil.ty ol pimidmg t nv 
htraui launches. one t<> patrol limn Baianagar to Bauaekpur and tin* other 
from Banaekpurto Naihaii. h>i tin* piotrofion ol the iipariaii towns ;i^;inst 

dac» »it n*s ? 

The Hmi’ble Mi:. < TIM M INC iepl. od — 

‘‘The (pie-tion of policing tin n\os ol WrU.-m B»* rural is at pro-* nt 
under the consideration ot the Inspector < icnera I of Police*’ 

By the Ho„ i)!e BA B I ' M 'K KN HB A NATH BAN KIM I - 

* 1 . \iii Has the at l on tmn ot t In* t i o\ o, n mmit been draw n t o the n*ri*ut 
Oppressive proceedings ol kahiih nioii.v|r„ihiv in Bonsai ? 

(h* Are the ( *ovm*iuin*nl considering the advisability of introducing a 
system <^f registration by vviimii ti,o movnuonts oi ti ( »N( mm ronlJ |>r 
watcdied amt protection aih>rd«*d to the people with whom tliev liav»* dealings ? 

Tiie Hon hie Mr. (T MMINH replied — 

‘a \ “ In(]uin»*s have Im-oti made and it ha- h. < ?i as< < rtriiimd tin! the 
nuTnber of eases, Mneflv of a minor nature, repru ted against Kabulis in Calcutta 
was greater in HH4 tlian m HU:f \iU€*UM*n eases o] opnx<$pion by Kabuli 
monev-lendprs were reported tn 11)14^11 Bengal outsida dafentta 

} ^ ( b ) A systeu^ of registration ii? aJr^dy in existence amj there is a special 
staff of police in ( alcutta IN'ho d^alAvith iflneraiit Kabulis. Jl'he movements 
of these men throughout the Presidency Are alstTregistered.* ' 


K'loiiti'JU < 
t he A rui* r A.c( . 


!*roio<ii<>u 
rijminifl ID* 

IW/MIMHl (J.«< ‘III l»‘H 


KmIdjIi morn 
jonft*r*» iti Bnii'i 
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(Questions and Ansvifa#. 


[2nd Marc&; 


Babu S. N. Banerji ; Mr. Camming ; Itaja 1 ^lahendr a Ranjan Say 
Chaudhurii Mr * tkimman. \ 


f By the Han’bl* BABU KURKNRRA NATH BANE&Tl 

, Expenditure ^jii , * *14. Will the Government be pleased to state wi\at additional expej&li-r 

he parfihon i n J of tl 1 ro • both ro curring and non-recurring, will be incurred in partitioning the 

the (Jihtrif't of district of Myinensingli into throe, and the district of Midnapur into two 

MyinoiiKingh districts 't 


Introduotiou <rf 
VdniiriiHtrativf and 
ithcr cliantceH on 
die haHiB of the 
frorarneiidati o n m 
> f the I )i»( rict 
Hdrninint r u t i o n 
.'ommittoc. 


Coat of* 

lie division nnd 

e-adjiiHtmi'iil of 
LdmiuiM t r a t i v# 
arena iwrwomm^n- 
ded hy I lie 1 hstiiet 
Administr a t i * 
Committee. 


The Rou ble Mu. GUMMING replied 

“ No estimates have yet boon propared. NV’it h regard to Midnapur, * 
a report has been called ior from the Public Works Department in paragraph 
10 of Resolution No. 1155 P., dated ttie 20th January, 1915, published in trie 
Cnlrutt^ UazcUe of the 27th idem/’ 

By the Hobble BABU KURKNDRA NATH BANKR.F1 :t- 

*J5. Is it in the contemplation of the Government to introduce adminis- 
trative ami other changes on the basis of the recommendations of the District 
Administration Goinmitfcee before, April, 1910? ** 

The lion’blc Mu. GUMMING replied 


“ ( Jovernment. have incited an expression of public opinion on these 
recommendations, and,^part from the cases of Midnapur and MymeUringh, 
have not so far decided what changes should he introduced. His Excellency 
in Council hopes to come to a decision without undue delay, but the introduc- 
tion of any reforms that may be consider'd desirable must always be subject 
tp i in u lie* i a Lcoftsid er a t ions." 


By the ilon’ble BABU SURUNRRA NATH BANRRJ1 

*lfi. Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a detailed 
estimate of .the cost, both recurring and non-ivcurrmg, which will bo 
incurred in effecting t.lie di vision ami iv-adju>t meet of administrative areas 
as recommended in Part II of the lienor* of tlie District Administration 
Committee ? 


The Hon’hle Mm GUMMING replied 


" No estimates have been prepared. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS. 

By the Iloii’ble KA.IA MAH KNDRA RANJAN RAY (JHAUDHU^J i-w 

Infantile uiorta- 1. Will the Government be phrased to state what measures (if any) 

lity in Bengal. have so far been fcaiven to reduce the high rate of Infantile mortality in Bengal 
generally, and in certain districts specially, to which I drew attention in a 
Resolution moved by me in March last year ? 

The following reply by tin* lion ble Mu. SAM MAN was laid on the table* 

v “In his speech on the Resolution moved in March, 1914, the Hobble 
Navvab fived Shams-ul-Huda assured the Hon ble Member that GovWtomait 
were determined to make a systematic effort to combat ignorance and tot! iff use 
knowledge of sanitation and necessary preventive measures among the ptfblle. 

The whole question of hygiene and sanitation, including the instruction 
of girls and women in domestic hygiene and in matters relating to maternity 
and the management of children, has since been c aref ullv ex am i nediy-a Com- 
mittee appointed by Government. That Committee has recently finished its, 
.disoussions but its report has not yet been received by. Government. It is 
understood that several practical suggestions have been made hy the Clom- 
inittoe; these will be carefully considered by Gdverhjneirtkon receipt of the 
report Till then it is pot possible for Government to forajulat^e any general 
. line of notion# bpt in theyneanwhilp the jSanitary Officers of Government are 
doing, all that lies in their pSwer to combat, ignorance hf these subjects.”. 
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Qiie$i<m$ and An&icers. 

JfaultH -I. A. Fa2~u/-Ilu<j ; Air. Sunu/tan. 
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By tTie liou’Mt* MATLVI.A. K. FAZ-FL-I 1 AQ :— 

,5 * <• 

11 . 1 a) Will t lit* Viovcrnmeut bo pleased to stair whether Mak4ab$ Sntmidiring of 

of ;tft classes art* sub#fdm*d by the District Boards it: accordance with *ai*a£*. 
til© provision of tin* Model Pules <»! 191 i for tin* administration of Primary 

ghu^s- which allowed the Mfidda l> a M) per cent. above ihe scale of gr;uds to 

corresponding Pa thsalus^ 

• 

(b) Will "Gov. 'riiim lit 

Ija vo been made for 
, Primary schools ? 


pleased to state whether provisions 
* u 1 ■ >i d : z i 1 1 1* Primary Maktabs sii&ftlu* *' to I pper 


The following reply hy the HorfMe Mu. SAMMAN was laid ou, the tirM<* * — 

a) “The model rule-, ot 1911 ha\e been ado; tod l . \ District Bohfviw 
but it lias been ascertained that, ovine to a misunderstanding, effect lias not, 
in all cases been given to rule 25 which pn>\ ides tor an addition of 50 to t he 
ordinary rates of subsistence and deUn red allowances in thtf»cnse of mian //\* 
of recognised MakUths. The Director of Public Instruction has invited the 
attention of Divisional Inspectors of Schools to this omission rfnd has isstu*d 
necessary instruct 10 ns. 

* answer is in the neyathe. Lnder the are expected 

to J each only up to the Lower Primary standard. The Depart incut of Educa- 
tion^ therefore, recognises no distinct ion between l pper Primary and Lower 


tiojk t 

m; 


irv Afaktabs.' 


t ho I! nibble 

III. Will 


MAFIA! A. K. FAZ-FL-H At,) 


t he t lovcrmiimt 
been given I" the Earle Scheme 
and aimointing inspecting M,*ml\is 
1 VeS|, Imev i )l \ ! slums ? 


e pleas, *d to state tynetlicr cUbet has 
l'»r t he opening <xf Mianji traiipijg schools 
m ail tin- districts oC fctlt* llunlvvnu and 


Kftj JHoIumu* for 
Hu <>|H'mc»K of 
Mutuji Training 

}fo^rtftebi, olo. 


ddie following reply hy the llon’ble Mi;. SAMMAN wag laid outlie 
table 

■‘The scheme drawn up by Sir Arelidale Larlo in LlOff contem- 
plated the opening of six mianjl training schools in the Hurd wan and presi- 
dency Divisions Of these, five have bcefl opened in the districts of Midna- 
portx Hooghly, the 24-Parganas, dcssorc and Kimlna 

Wir Ardidtrle EarJe further recommended that an inspecting Maulrl be 
appointed in every district that contained more than 90 makfahs and Koran 
schools. ^ Effect has been given to this proposal in the Bnnhvan and Presi- 
dency Divisions.” 


<teyi 


FAZ-LL-HAD 

1m* cleaned to 


By the Hoibble MADIA I A K 

ft.' Will the Government. 

•considering the question of ihe npp, unt m©nt 
!>©ptrty ^<isp(*cLorH of schools m the Districts ol 
pnjpo^ed*! Strict of Tvliaragppr ?, 


I a f ** whether limy are 
I Mnliammadan Additional 
Howrah, Bankura and the 


9 

tin*. 


Hon ide Mi:. SAMMAN 


laid on the 


Appointment of 
\ffl)MH*itnr**Wi Ad. 
-iitiiMittJ IVputy 
loMpecturM of 

SchdftlM in llotv ru i, 
ilftnkdrH *uh) Uk* 
propiMWHi (lintm-tof 
K harafqnw. 


TV lull, 1 wing reply bj 
%able : — 

‘‘ Tlw^answer is iu the negative.’ * 

By the Hon’ble MJJFEVJ A. K. FAZ-PL-HAQ * 

V* At^ Tbo D^erniueu^ considering the advisability of making a defi- ru* i*^k«rpu» 
mtc prononnermehl ftffcto the future policy whieJl the < oiverjoncnt pi ^ioser otlMsr mo^pwi* 
to a<lopt regarding the Laskarj)4r and other mopqucH includod in tli« ar^a lucl,ldfi ^ | ,n ^ “f?* 
.acquired by the Port Comiilfp* si oners of Calcutta ? •* ^ Commii- 

1 *" diuiu’iK ttf OfllcutUU 



26 The Bengal Steam-Boilers and Prime- movers [2nd March* 

, ( Amendment ) Bill. 

The Bengal Embankment ( Sun darhuns) Bill. Mr. Gumming : Mr, Beatson 
* " Bell 

i no lojiowing ivplv l»v the Hori’ble Mm (J EM MING svas laid on the 
table : — ' ‘ ^ r ' : 

m “ TJie future* of tin* Laskarpuy Mosque and other mosques in the 
Port area involves questions of legal rights between the Port Pommissione?* 
and I lie Muhammadan public. If there is an\ doubt or uncertainty as to these 
rights, the matter can he set at rest either by agreement of parties or by a 
judicial decision. ’/ . , \ ^ t . ... 

tiovernmeut have always avoided and will continue to^avolo, as far As. 
circum dances permit, taking any action likely to hurt the religions sentiments 
of any class of 1 1 is Ma jest v s snlqect^, and have no doubt that the same con- 
siderations will influence anv action which the Port Commissioners may 
propose, to take in connection w ith these mosques/' 

THE BENGAL STEAM-BOILERS AND DUI41E-MO VERS (AMEND- 
MENT) DILI,, nnr,. 

LIST OF BUSINESS — ITEMS Nos. 3 & 4. 

Tin* ! I on’hle Mr. Beatson Dell presented the Report of tin* Select * Com- 
mittee on the Bengal Steam-boilers and Prime-movers Dill, DM a, and moved 
'that the said Report, he taken into consideration. * 

He said : — 

“My Lord, 1 need not trouble the House with any speech as the 
Select Committee have been unanimous in their Report. They have made a 
Few verbal alterations in the Dill and I think the House will he of opinion 
that -those verbal alterations an* improvements. The House will remember 
that when I introduced the Dill, I mentioned Hint the. question of steam- 
vessels in the mufassaJ required further consideration.' We have so amended 
the Dill that we have laid down nothing hard and fast regarding steam- 
vessels in tlu* mufassal. Action will be taken as occasions require by statu tury 
notification. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Dou ble Mr. Dcatson Dell moved that the Dill he passed. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

THE DEN GAL EMBANKMENT (SENDARBANS) DILL, lb 15. 

LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 5- 

% 

The Double Mr. Deaf son Dell moved that the Report of the Select 
Committee on tin 1 Bengal Embankment (Suiniarhans) Dill. lblf>. be taken 
into eousiderat ion. f 

The motion was pin and agreed to. 

DISCUSSION OF AMENDMENTS/ 

Clause 2. 

List of Amtndments — Motion No. 1.— The Ilon’blc Raja HrishikeskLaha 
moved that for the first throe lines of clause of the Dill the trowing be 
substituted, namely ; — * % 

Subject to the Condition that such extension shall not affect any 
right which tin* ownefs of Jhe eirqbankmMits may, acquire 
to alluvial lands accreting to their estates, the following 
enactments are hereby extended to such embankments in 
£ho StVndarbans as abtrt ori*xtavigabio r^yrs, namely : — ” 





The Bengal Embankment {Sunlarb ms) if Hi. 
Mr Beat son Bell ; Riba S . .V. Banerji 


$S 


He saitf : — 

** My Lon!, it should 1m* observed that By section l of Hen. Aet II of 188^ 
tlwHSondarl wins was excluded fn.m tin* oj>eranon of that Act. 'Hu* exdusm n 
was not simply accident il. hut it was deliberately done with a vmw to 
encourage the reelamatton of the SundarBans. Tins part of the province, as it* 
well known, is covered with jungles and infested with wild beasts. And on 
account of the* various ranufieat ions o| ehanneis. creeks an I watereours* ^ it 
is frequently liable to he inundated with Hoods of salt water which render 
the lands untit for cult ivat ion. I lie Sundarhans therefore from ts peuliar 
condition was and ought to he differently treated fmiu other parts ,,f the 
province, not only to induct lessees upon the lands hut also to render the 
lands roperly cultural >le. I ! n less t he a mend men t he accept e« I the cl) f< >ret ment 
of the Bill, if it jiass min law as it L. will seriously atleet n t only the 
position ol the grantees hut also that of the (ioverutuent themselves. Ji will 
interfere with the terms **l t it • leas, which t he ( h>\ umment have granted . the 
hrst condition bring that oiie-hm rr li of tie- entire area leased -shall i*e h*r 
C\'er exempted f rom 'assessment as an estimated allowance for u nasscssfit »l* ■ 
area, such as that occupied by w at ereoiirses. civ-*ks, tanis, mads, tin- s, am- 
r* M i '1 1 1‘< d for tin* eonstniet on . d t e lessn* ^ I'lniuiih in- lit (i;nu> I < i w ~ .Ills 
etc., and for irreclaimable wast • lands/ 

The reason g'Ven m I fie Statement of Objects and Keamns for the 
m t rod net toil of t ! m • Bill is — * e u 1 1 1 \ a t its i 1 1 that l rac t have arrm'i n * g! \ b *• ■ n m 
Hie iiahit of electing Sttch embankments with the object of . * X « * L I d i n U tee 

f id a I spill', in areas m which i he land has not l.rcn raised, h\ i h*- nafmil 

dt i, sit ol silt, t" th<‘ m< a n level of the ii ign water of i in* sprniL'' him neap 
t;d's > an'l great d**t no! at ,r.n of I m* tidal ei ia n n - ‘Is. as well as of t • , t * i m t u i al 

d r*e na v *»1 iin* c ninti\ has resulted.' Bill as a matter of fact the homers 

<tn*l lie cult \at*n*s. a s ,i mumral oraefir-*. do not. ■•oust 'aid any inhank?n**iil 
on fluvial aeeptioim unh-v and unt'l r » j v are \\ . ! 1 formed and **h-vit'd 

• • ?i « »u <r a t ) or* \ out the nr w ) \ -eon - 1 ■ net >« | • * m ha n k in* * 1 1 1 hci 1 1 L 1 sw* } >1 away 

hy tided waves. *)the'w?s f tin t \ primes iueun* 1 l*\ tleun will b» a siiirr wasi** 

of money and the* tioiihh* umhu •jom ■ ami t ne lahoin devoted would be 

t* 'tally l**st. 

A not I »m* result of the Bill will h** that it will he detrimental to tin* 
Vested nife'*'*st « <( t lie I* ss**e. If the r m . >a n kjjien ts and liieir control go over 
to t i'*\"i*fUlllie||l till II the leaser will he depllVed of Ills or«linar\ l.ullf 'if tile 
ow ner t o a n aeeret ion when hm lands ahut on a navigable n\*r. as the i,\.*ts 
ill the Sumlarmoe oftui change their h**ds Thus h** will suffer a double 
loss namely, his ‘Tops and Ins right to accreted land. 

'idle Uon’bh* BA BT M B L N I > B A \ATU BAN KIM I said 

" My Lor* i . I should lik*- to ask a question with reference t<* snui«* of f m* 
observations whtcu have h****n mad«* hv the fl«»u hi** Baja 1 1 rishik e*.|i Bana 
Is jt a fact, and t h » * iJon hh* hhum** r in eharc'* o; tin* Bill will |» ohael\ i *< * 
able to make a Oat dm nt . tiiat, if l his Bill i>< cuiik-h tin* law <if th<- j;md it will 
inter I ore with vest'd rights, the lights wineh have Been guaranteed hy t 1 ** 
terms of the lease*** gra n 1 1 *« 1 to i h* • less, . *s hy t \ overn in* *n t I think 1 1 j legisla- 
tion vv<* must have a saere*l can* *»f all vested rights. d in* interests t i j< * 
<X»nmimiit\^niay p**rliap- mak** it necessary t*> emi*»aeji upon vesl**d lights, 
hut ! think that mu-1 i** <h>in* w ,th tie* trr<*alest caution and an ah'- 1 Jut * 1\’ 
overwhelming 1 case must h-* nnh out Before an encroachment ol th<* kind 
can ho allowed either m I ; * \ \ or justice. j sj, 0 ul«l lik<* to th<^ remarks 

of the H<nBBi** Member m elfargv with icjar i t«»that particular point. 

Tho Mi:, li HATS' >N liHl-H sr.i<l 

Ck Mv I.ord, the amendment which has just Bmm moved is in two parts. 
Tlie Hon Ue Meinl>or wants to a<fd tii (* words ‘subject to the condition f hat 
such extension shall not n fleet any rig'll! which the owners of t <,ml*auk- 
nients may acquire to alluvial Linds accreting to their estates, the following' 
enactments are hereby extended to such embankments in the SundarBaim as 
aBut on savigalSIe. rivers/ In other words, the Hort’Ble Mmnhcr wants us 

4* 
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first, to safeguard the law regarding alluvial accretions ami. secondly, to limit 
the applicate n of this Act to such rivers as are navigable. 

As regards the first proposal, 1 think J need only refer the Council to 
Regulation XI of lH2o. That Regulation says : — ‘When land may be gained 
♦by gradual accession, whether from the recess of a river or from the sea. u, 
shall be considered an increment to the tenure of tin* person to whoso land or 
estate it is thus annexed, whether such land or estate he lie+d immediately 
from Covernment by a zamindar or other superior landholder, or as a sub- 
ordinate tenure hy any description of under-tenant whatever. 1 

That is the law oi the land, and we ha\e n<> intention of making any 
alteration in that law. ] may mention that in the district of Bakarganj, 
one poitinn of the district is now umler the old Simdarhans Act, and the 
other j ortiou under the new Simdarbags Act. But the law of .dilution 
which I have just quoted applies throughout t he w hole district. This has 
never la on questioned hy au t \ one and never will bo questioned, (iovernment 
have no intention of alterin'* the law oi' alluvium We an* dealing with 
a totally diberent problem. I think that disposes of tin* first part of the 
amendment. 

1 lie second j art is a request that this new legislation shall be confined to 
such lands as abut on navigable rivers. It will amplify lijatters if I explain 
a little more clearly what is the pioblem bidmv us. Bengal, as we know, 
consists of a net w oik of rivers which flow down (mm the hills and of tracts of 
land between those rivers. Near the sea those tracts of land am generally 
veiy low. II it is lell to natum t<» work its brnrfirmt action, the river 
overflows its bank", ■> , lt is deposited on these lowlands, and they are gradually 
raised to such a height that they are suitable lor cultivation. But many 
people have been in too <jrcat a hurry and have tried to cultivate the land 
before it has reached a sale height, namely, the mean between the t >p of the 
spring-tide and the top of the neap-tide. Opinions agree that that is the 
only sale criterion. But we have Jill been in too great a hurry, with the 
result, that .before these lowlands avq ready bn* cultivation, embankments 
have often hern erected for keeping oil' t In* wat-ei . and with it the benetieent 
silt vvhieli nature is pouring down. As a result, two evils have come upon 
us. This silt, prevented I rom coming lo the lowlands, must go somewhere. 

It is deposited in the beds of rivers which are tints ''rooming' choked up and 
navigation is being blocked. That is l lie first evil. On tin* inland side ol t in? 
embankment the land is gradually becoming hover and lower compared 
with the bed ol the river, till we conn 1 to a stag 1 when it is absolutely 
impossible to secure the drainage ol the country. In other words the 
country ,s waiter- logged, anti th^ health of the population suffers. That is 
the second evil. 

This is the opinion of a large body ol engineers who have examined the 
question. rwenty-five years ago, Colonel MeNeile — some lien* may still 
remember that brilliant Kngineer — look up the question. He recorded this 
weighty memorandum : — 

4 It has for some years been realized, that in many parts of Bengal 
where embankments have been constructed along the margins of Hilt- 
hearing rivers, or tidal estuaries, an alteration has resulted in the comparative 
levels oj tin* country on different sides of tin* embankment, which is becoming 
a source of difficulty, and even of danger. 

\\ hen those embankments, in lines along one or both sides of a river, or 
forming a 44 circuit n in the fork between the branches of a river or tidal creek, 
wen* first brought to such a state of efficiency as \ ractieally to exclude the 
flood or tidal wrater, the drainage* of the “ protected ’ area wa s easily arranged 
for hy tin* sluices in the embankment at t he sites of natural minor drainage 
lines, as tin* general level of tin* land wats^ of course, tho same on both sides 
of the embankment ; hut the well-known action of silt-bearing rivers spilling 
over their hanks when in flood, and to a still greater degree of the influx and 
efflux of tidal water, heavily laden with silt, has by degrees, but steadily, 
raised the marginal lands between the embankments and" the channels, 
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as well as (within tidal influence at any rate; tin- beds of t hr channels them- 
selves. so that thr original uniformity of level has disappeared and tiir 
u protected latnls an* almost every where, though in varying degrees, lower 
than formerly, as eonipaivd with thr average Irvrl of thr land outside and i ho 
channels into which they wmr drained ; the difference of level bring now. in 
some instances, so great tliai much difficulty is e\j rnrnced in arranging lor 
their drainage at all.' 

This note of warning was sounded to us lib \rars ago. Hut 1 am 
afraid it fell on deaf ears, and wr went on niudi as lx 'fore. The question 
was again taken up m a very ;fblr noli' by Mr. Addams-\\ illianis in ! bOP. 
liefernng specially t«» the lands in thr Nindnrhans. hr wrote : — 

* 1 hr « *th'Ct of tills n-rlamat ion Is inllv Ulldeistood. The tides are 
excluded from spilling over t he land, and a large volume ol water ;s 
prevented from tlowmg no the creeks, with the result that the hack llow on 
the * hi* tide is decreased, tin- current diminishes and the silt carried up hy 
the flow-tide is de] »os| r » m| 111 the creeks themselves Uistead of oil tile land, the 
ebb tide Oemg too wvaC t<» cr» , .ite sufficient scour to wash out tin* whole of 
the silt deposited b\ eac'i flow-tnie. As the process o| reclamation contmuos 
matteis become worse and worse until the lands on both hanks ol the creeks 
*ir 0 entirely reclaimed, and tuial spill is totally st.opj c«| ; a dead mid is then 
formed at the head, and tin eir<-k entirely silts up in three or four years, the 
bed becomes jiiglier than the area feriaim-d. and drainage is impossible. t In- 
result being that d u ring tdie rams tin* water lies on tin land which heroines 
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winch he saw with his gwn oyes, .and I cannot better .-iiminaris.- the 
situation than b\ quoting a note iVt-n^drd a few da\s ago b\ the lion b|r 

Mr rowbw • — 

’ To rcidaim lowlands f>v shutting off * the tidal spill is no doubt 
beneficial to the lessee wlm looks only lor present prcuniaiy profit from Ins 
bolding or grant, but the effect of Jus pnj&Ajit action is to hand down to 
posterity a wat er-Iogged. insanitary, ill-dramed. and consequently profitless 
inherit anerA 

That is the state of affairs which has been brought to the notice of 
Government, a+id I think tin* Gouncii will agree that we would have been 
acting cnminallv if we had taken no action on the reports which are before 
Us. I thoroughly agree with the 11 rubble Hahn SurendlM Nath Bauer j: m 
thinking that even though the evil be very great, w*- must ] rave scrupulous 
respect for existing contracts. I have examined all the existing leases, 
but 1 could not find a single clause in a single lease which gave the lessees an 
unrestricted right to make embankments. Tin* Uoibble Baja Hrishikesh 
Laha has quoted one of these leases, but I think the Council will be 
unanimously of opinion that there is nothing in that lease which gives an 
unrest rieted right of making embankments. All that the lease says that, 
in consideration of embankments and other um Topped land. Governin' lit 
will givt* 2i> per c**nt. of tin* land rent free. That is very far from saying 
that the lessee has an iinrestriet<*l right of making embank merits, in fact 
that has nothing to do wdth the question. Other leases are absolutely silent, 
on the subject of embankments. while in the most recent leases — those of 
the ♦aivatwan tract's in Hakarganj — it is distinct! v assumed that Governin' nt 
will exercise full control in respect of all embankments. * 

I can therefore assure my hotbble friend that we are not violating a 
single clause of a single lease*. If wo were, I would not be here supporting 
the Bill. 

Then there is another point regarding the legal position, which 1 think 
has been overlooked. It is sometimes assumed that these* lands belong to 
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the lessees. This is very far from being the case. Throughout the 
Sundarbans Government are themselves the zamindar and are the, party 
chiefly interested in the prosperity of the tracts. So long ago as 1828, 
it was distinctly hid down as follows : — 

4 The uninhabited tract known by the name rrf the Sundarbans lias ever 
been, and is hereby declared still to be, the property of the State : the same 
not having been alienated or assigned to zamindars, or included in any way 
in the arrangements of tin* perpetual settlement, it shall therefore be 
competent to the Local Government to make, as heretofore, grants, assign* 
nientsand leases of any part of the said Sundarbans, and to take* such 
measures for the clearance and cultivation of the tract as it may deem proper 
and expedient.’ 

All that we are doing now is to take certain measures which we deem 
' propri* and expedient,’ for the cultivation of these tracts. Well, that 
is the main position regarding the legal aspect of the case and regarding the 
difliculties with which we arc* faced v and which we an* honestly trying to 
remove. 

The 1 lon’ble Raja lias asked us to coniine our operations to the banks of 
those streams which are navigable. 1 think every gentleman of the legal 
profession here will agree with me that it is extraordinary difficult to define 
the word ‘navigable.’ 1 had occasion some jwelve years ago to look into 
the (juestion judicially. Many Acts and rulings were put before me. hut they 
all seemed to come back to this : that a navigable river is a mer which is 
navigable. Perhaps the most helplul authority is npiaii, the old Homan 
jurist, who laid down that every river is | <> be considered navigable upon 
winch a raft can float. This is very much the same indication as we iind in 
the Ileiigal ( ’ana Is Act ol lStil. This Act. it m trim, refrains from laving 
down what is a navigable canal, but it defines * vessels ’ as follows : — 

the word “vessel” shall include any ship, barge, boat, rait. timber? 
bamboos or floating materials, propelled* in am manner 

In other words, our own Oanals Act practical! \ agrees with ihe dictum 
of I Ipian. Now. it is well known that rails can Moat m almost overy 
creek of the Sundarbans. If therefore we confine tins Hill to navigable 
rivers, then* is practically no restriction at all, and the Rajas aniendna nt 
will be a dead letter. Apart from this we cannot, as a niattei ol principle, 
accept the amendment. Supposing it means that Government, should restrict 
bunds on big rivers but allow them on small rivers, the result would be that 
the country instead of having one big bund would be corrugated with a 
network of small ones and the drainage would be as bad as ever. That 
being so, I must ask the (domicil not to accept the amendment which has 
been proposed bv ilie Hon ble Member.” 

The 1 1 o, Tide UAJA II It IS HI K KSH LAIIA sai \ 

"After tin* explanation given by the Hon'bie Member in charge of the 
Hill, 1 beg to withdraw the amendment.” 

Tim motion was then, bv leave of tin* President, withdrawn. 

* 

List of Amendments— Motions Nos. 2 and 3. The Ilon’blo RAJA 
HKISIIIK KSH LAIIA, with the permission of tin* President, moved the 
ioilowing two amendments together : — 

For clause l\ 2) of the Hill the following be substituted, namely : — 

” the Hengal Embankment Act, 1882, except — 

(a) sections 38. 3b and 40 aint such portions of section,, 18(A) and 

section 7 (>(i) as relate to the erection of new embankments, 
and 

( b) such portions of the Act as have been repealed.” 
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I* or elans** d 1 of t ! i * • ] Jill, tin* iolli »w m : I ** * mi bst n ut • < L namely 

“ •> / Tilt- Bmjal Lmbanknirnt A‘*t. 1H,V>. i-Mvjii .sort ions 7 and 
1-. ami in* U-tiiral Kmhankmrnt A * 1 . air beivbv 

rr f * a led. 

Ho said : — 

“The const i not k *u of rin i *a ulclm nt s by cultivator and in 1 1n* 

Sundarbaii" is an ,< "obit* hoc, ^mi\ . (»o.*d < *< i r I uni of einps depends upon 

ram water ; and it*- j r*\s. *r\ a I n *n js prces^iiT lor flu* safety ol tin* crops. If 
t hr I ill 1. as i o j >' m'I ■ ‘d I >\ t ! io S. •).*,• t i ' niim ip *■ . la* | » i>^ *d into law. I lion under 

section 7t‘> <»| t nr Art . i{ 1>^;‘ tin* on!; \Mnr «a loss, <* const met my any 

embankment. imwrvri sm.di it ma\ be. without t h* • j »n a a >u permission n|' t In* 
t’nllectoi. lor t 1 j . * sa!oj\ -»l hr nop^, \\>ufd u. h.Jdr t > pumslmu nt. \\ urn 
Iras s woi’i yrant'd ( • ' tin s mi<I la’». Is lb* Irssr w*rn J « » j In brM-\e 

by the Irrm- t. . i • i Ira" st'ial ill \ w*>;jd 'a ..I 1 1 1 »o r < \ I w do a n\ I Jimy U J mil 
t hr i r land - on* | . td my t h ■ *•■ isu- 1 i a rt mu M o . i S - a n n mu ait s, | oi tin | n « so i \ at ion 
o{ r lirir crops in 1 to! it wj- not til n n tin r »n t • nuplat >< mi of < »o\ ei n men! 1o 
intti|or»* in t r. *iis! i not n m. ami tin 1 I-'-mts w-io hd t . > < heiish tliat 

I >ri !o| 0\ t}|*’ o\j)|w> I'\' 'iM I ' • *1 tin ^ ![ 11 da t ’ i I) s 1 1 nil I I 1 1 o o -<* ra I 1 nil O I t ! ir 

Knii >a n knn nit Art >! J An\ nit rrb i • nr* m-w would h« construed as a 

violation ol oontraojiia! nyhls and cannot h* |im! li •d on an\ ‘Tom id. 11 tin- 

loss, i s or on It i ’’ ators i to v o| • 1 1 < d i ■ » t 'a t 'ol f* ct oi on o\ri\ diriMnn for 
coii^t met mu an md sink im nt . t k latt-i »‘\'\. without ;iii\ pro ri knowjodye 
o! tin- locality and I rm I iiiu • »i i I \ to IMM • i»*p.,i|s. rMiisr lln-ir applications 
alt > put l ; tiL! tin in t if ofjsidt iifldr i noon \ rn irijr. «. trmihh and r\pojsr It 

will'- ron " u j. n d . j I*! -a t l j a r I s 111 j » i iy tin *n i, a lid j t is < j in t r ronr* *i \ a i • !< that 

tins p'o\isi#n will hav- tin ollirt oj MM 1IIILI awa\ |«\ssoi*s and oiiltiv ators 
\\d i os o m*i!\ hopo of mill. ryoinir tioiihh- and expense lor I ho rtrlamatmn ol 
Ian i - 1 1"- on a y«» > I out J u i n of crops A I < u . o\ i «•. n w ou Id not I »«• possi Mr i o 

a j r o lei] t In • < 'ol it of . r<m \ “ti i( - n t ly oit In *i I w t In « i an t * *< ui h\ t In • on It i v at < ii> 

Mi "\- «\ ra-.* whrr.- mov rml'an in nt^ will ha\r to Im* rrrct'-d, and I hr will 

s ■ 1 1 r I \ art as a rloii’ t o t in miprov oiu( nt of WMhtr .and jun^lt lands and thrrrliy 
rrt a rd or st op a 1 1 pi « >u'i * - 

1 u my hr a ro'in ■ I t hat . u udr r s<‘rt ion ti of I >rn. Vrl )1 ol 1 SS^, i hr ( io\ rrn- 
nioiit ma\ l»y nottlirah ei mrludr a small portion ol the Nil nda i i-ans witdiin 
which t hr provisions of (daiisr >/> of section ~<1 shall take <-|)dct. lait thin 
not iticat ion r\rn m a r<-sirictrd wa\ will ha\r tin* ntlrct of turning a smiling 
cultivated tiart into a iun^rl without dome an\ L r ood to > na\iL r ahle rjvrrH 
which a rc i»*rt t my si I t.rd up or ha vr silt rd up. u u l» *ss t \ on chi nini t air pro pa led 
le s]»oinl a lary»* mm of money l»v dredyiuy » hem up which I do not think in 
Iras) Mr. 

A*- r»r\o‘d" m\ a in* uid niml to "iih'idaits * / of clause .'{ of the liill. 

sections 7 and I 'J o| the Jimyal Kinha nkinrnf Art of JS.*>d conln two valuahln 
nyiits. The first yixr-. lin- I^sm-, s j uwo to appoint tlr jr own ariutiatoi lor 
dctrrmmmy tin- aniounl ol com; onsat ion where the claim is admitted h\ tin* 
lo’Vnnir a ut hor-t n*^- . hut wlnu.- it is n-jrcicd In- has not hi on <!rpii\rd of Ins 
nylit to hriir' a riv d action, ddu-so nyht^- hav< not hr* n yivrii h\ lim. Art 

II of |NSl\ | J\ sir! ion I 'J th" d» trrmmatioii of tin ’ aliir of house-, huts and 

hmldnifp js # left Jo a Jury of three r-- * wot ,i l»h mhahitants who have a 
thorough knowledge of tin- |<H!alily. I hey arc also cinj nwau ed hy tin* Art to 

decide the disputed riyht w of claonaut s. Ihcm I w« . sect ions pro\ ide for t he 

ohtainmy of speedy jtisticr* wlncfi is very dcsnaM< and which is much 

apprc<*iatcd h\ the public. fTiry arc {.referable to tfjo-c sect ions of Hm. Act 
II of lSS^ whic'h n*avc the determination ol claims for coinj ensation to tin* 
("olh^etor under the Land Acquisition Act. 

The H nibble* M k. KKATSON BKLL said • 

“My Lord. I may say at once that < J ovnrmnent are n<it prepared to 
accept the t w r o amend meut s winch have been proponed. i Iicm> two amond- 
ments have very f»rr»perly been taken as on«*. Hei*<» also, as in <*ur hint 
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(I iscussion, tl civ a IV two points at issue. I lie first request of the Hon’ble 
Member is that we should no! take power in regard to new embankments. 
Well, that is the main joint at issue. Under the present law, we an' allowed 
to remove, embankments whieh are doing' harm, but wo have no power to 
come in at the initial stage and say that an embankment shall not be erected, 
and it ;s just because we have n >w no powei to interfere at the initial stage 
that w<* are introducing this Dill. It is only common sense. <*pid only fair to 
all parties concerned, that il‘ we objecl to an embankment we should do it 
be Fore it is erected and before people have gone to the trouble and expense 
of putting it uj). I can assure the Ilon’ble mover that Covernment have no 
intention to act unreasonably in this matter ; if the land is fit for cultivation, 
we shall never refuse an embankment. ; but li it is unfit for cultivation, if a 
nun desires to put m- an embankment which will lie a curse to posterity, it is 
only lair that we^dioiild have the power in the Sundarbans. as we have in the 
rest oi Dengal. t o say that this embankment shall not be erected until nature 
has done its work. Thai is why we cannot accept the pro; osal that new 
embankments should 1 m* excluded from the Dill. 

Theothei proposal that has been put forward is briefly this : that when 
we find it necessary t o remove an embank men! we should gi\ e compensation 
under the old Act oi ISoo and not under the new Act of 188«. Tin* new Act 
lay h down that the procedure shall be the ordinary procedure of the I. and 
Acquisition Act : that is 1 o say. t he ( nlleel or first makes his award showing 
how much damage has been done to the parties. II the\ are dissatisfied with 
t. lie Collector s decision, t he) have a right, of appeal !< 1 he District J lidge. and 
if they are dissal isfied with t lie di e is ion nl the I h-d riel d mine, i In y can go t o 
the High ( ’ourt. and the High ( \>uri wdl^dve wliat is almost — though not 
altogether — a final decision. I behev e that part of ihe drsiie to avoid the 
Hand Acquisition Act is based on l In 1 assumption that the band* Acquit- it ion 
Act docs not provide an appeal to the lYi\y boiined. Well, that is rather a 
difficult legal (jnest ion. An ap]eal was disallowed in a recent ease, but 
I think that all that was laid down was that then* is no appeal as of 
right. It is quite conceivable that some case may yet find its way to tin* 
Privy Council. Dm apart from that, just because of this real or supposed 
facility of getting to the Privy Connell — does the lion ble Member seriously 
desire to go back to the Act of 1855 ? I am not sure t lint lie has studied 
this Act \cr\ thoroughly before lie made his proposal. He assumes. 1 suppose, 
that most Collectors arc benevolently inclined, but that there may be a few 
who arc cxecut i vrly minded and who ma\ act in an unreasonable spirit, lb* 
is therefore anxious t hat the law* should be so worded that it. can curb tin* 
zeal of these exeeuti vely-miiuled Collectors. Put such a Collector proceed- 
ing under the Act. of 1 Son can, I am sure, take far more drastic measures 
than a Collector proceeding under tin* Act of 1SS^. As I have just si low'll, 
in every cast* under the Act of 18S:b there is an appeal to the District Judge, 
and to ihe High Court, and the Collector cannot possibly block tin* way. 
however much he may be inclined to do so. 1 nder the Act of 1855, on the 
other hand, the Collector can obstruct the -landlord at even turn. I strongly 
advise my friend not to rush light-heartedly into tin* Act of 1855.” 

Tin* II oii ’ble RAJA HRISHIKKSIl LAHA. interrupting, said — 
u Put there art* arbitrators.” 1 

The Hon’ble Mr. PKATSOX DKLL, continuing, said : — 

^ es : I am coming to that. I- nder tin- Act of 1855. when the claim 
l’or damages is put. forward before the Collector, .lie can do one of two things. 
Supposing my friend the Hon ble Raja alleges that lie has been damaged to 
the extent of a lakh of rupees and puts in a petition to the Collector. It is 
open tt» tin* Collector to reject the ] etition outrigl L and to -ay that the Raja 
has not suffered a penny of lo^s* If he does that. I quite admit that the Raja 
has a full rigid to, go to thy Civil Court and possibly up to tin* Privy Council. 
Rut our friend, the executively-minded Collector, is not going to be so simple 
as to 'do that. He has only to record a fitnbng to tin* effect that the Raja has 
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suffered a loss nut of one lakh of rupees, hut of. lot us say, a thousand rupees. 
In iliafcuase tin* Raja lias to wait until t lit' procedure hv arhitration has been 
fully worked out.. I nder that procedure, tin* i 'ollcrt or nominates one arbi- 
trator ami t ho Raja nominal os anothor. Suppose t ho Raja nominates tin' 
Hon ble Mr. R. Chakravarti ; tin* C« dice! or vor\ likely will tht*n noimnato his 
senior Heputy Collector — then* is nothing: against this in tin* Aft. The 
Hon Mr Mr. Chakravarti and tin* senior Heputy ( 'ollector llion sit together 
and try to appoint a third arbitrator, hut on oh side has lull right to object 1.1 
t he nominations of t he other sided The nominations « >t Mi. t Hiakru vart 1 will 
prohahly be rejected by the Heputy ( ’ol lector, and tin* nominations ol the 
Heputy (.'olleeioi will prohabU l m - i ejected by the lion bio Mi. < ’hak ra vart i — 
both sides act mg in perfect good laitii hi that way. a week will pass and what 
happens linn / The law lays down that d the two aroilrat«»rs neglect to 
appoint a third arbitrator within a p»*rn»d of 7 days after having been required 
to ( b * so, t lie ( 'olloet oi may himseh appoint tin* third arbitratin'. The three 
arbitrators then sit t ugct her and h\ a ma]orit> of t w o i< > one assess the dama- 
ges at t n thousand rupees, instead ol one lakh < lanned h\ the Raja. 'The 
Raja is naturalh somewhat dissatisfied with this decision and would like to 
go to tie* lli^li t’ourt and to tin* I Vi vy ( ’oiineal , but 1 am afraid lie is abso- 
lutely debarred 1 p >m dointr m* unless in- can *diow that the arbitrators were 
guilty ol coi i tipi ion or misconduct K\eu it the Raja is able toMnnv that 
t hese arbit rat ors acted m a spirit ofeorrui t nm and misconduct, lie onl\ gels 
a deeieo t<> that effect. lie g.-ts m» decision as to tin* pi opei amount of com- 
pensation. lb* has then to begin t he aid ut rat on all over attain. Iresh arbitra- 
tors b e 1 1 » i»* aj». oi nt ed in tin same manner as belore. I am sure, therefore, t hat 
the lion bfe Ra in and his li lends will 1 >e milch better ad Vised to stick to the 
oidmary Ratal Acquisition Act under which the\ ha\ea lull right of ’appeal 
on i \ er\ ocea s i on t o t f)«* I hst ru*t Judge and to the High Con rl l‘ or these 
leasons. m\ Roid. i would st nmgly advise my Irieiui, tin* Hon Me Raja 
lirishikesh Ladia. nut 1 ojmvhs tln*^.* afneiid rneiit s. 

The mnenduientys were then, b\ leave of the President, withdrawn. 

The following amendment was also, by h*a\e of the President, with- 
drawn — 

List Of Amendments— Motion No. 4. -rin Hon’ble Raja Hnslnkesh Laha 

to move-Olmt clause f of the Rill be omitted. 

LIST OF BUSINESS — ITEM No. 6. 

The Hon ble M r. !>< •at son lioll moved that the Rental Kmbankmenf 
(Sundarbans) Rill. I bio, he parsed. 

The motion was put and agreed to 

TIIK CAUTTTA PORT fAMKXHMKXTy Rf RR. P Mo. 

SUPPLEMENTARY LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEMS Nos. 6A TO 60. 

Jin* Hon ble Mr. RRAdTSON RfiTLL moved for leave to introduce a Rill 

iurther to amend the ( aleutta Port Act, ; 

He said : — * * 

My Lord, the Rill has been circulated to Hon ble Members, and I hoflfe* 
it will be quite non-eon tentioiis. It is really a formal matter. I infer section 
31 of the Calcutta Port Acf. tin* < ’ommisMoner* may determine the conditions 
under which thi*ir ‘ office rat and servants ’ shall, on retirement, lec-ivo 
pensions, gratuities or compassionate allowances, and also the amount of such 
pensions, etc. J but it has been held by our legal advisors that it is very 
doubtful ‘whether the Vice-Chairman comes under the* definition of ‘officers 
or servants.' All who know tin* working of 4he Port Act know that the 
hardest worker on the staff is th<* V ice-Chairman. He gives up the* whole of 
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his time to the work, and it has hitherto been assumed both by the Vice- 
Chairman and by the Port Commissioners themselves, that on tin* retirement 
of the Vice-Chairman they could give him a suitable retiring pension. In 
faet, the case has always been thought to be analogous to that of the Calcutta 
Corporation where the wholetime Vice-Chairman is entitled to a pension. A 
labourer is not only worthy of his hire, but he is worthy of' something to keep 
body and soul together after retirement in bis old age. It is to make this 
clear that we have introduced this Bill.” 

The mol i >? i was put and agreed to. 

The 1 bubble Mr. Beat son Bell, in moving His Excellency the President 
to suspend the Pules of Business to admit of the Bill being taken into 
consideration, su'd as follows : — 

"The I 'oil j ied will naturally want to know why it is proposed that Jiffs 
Bill, even though it 's >o simple and non-contentions, should he passed m 
,’i hurry. That is a my natural and very reasonable question. The answer 
is simply this, that \\e are all agreed that to legislate with retrospective 
e j] eel . especially' in a personal matter of this nature, is a most object mn- 
ahle procedure. Well, the ( 'oimeil will remember that Sir Frederick 
Ihimavne. who w,v a member of this Council, has gone home on leave 
pivparal >•*; to t’im m:t. Ib* wen! home with the hope and on tin 
understanding that a suitable pension would be given to him on Ins retire- 
ment. ; but. it lias < < line upon us as a bombshell t hat the Port < ’ommissioners 
cannot, as the law new stands, give him a penny’. He is about t<> retire, 
actually on the jS|h <>j jins month, and il we defei the consideration of this 
Bill and take it. no in the usual course. Sn Err leriek Humaytie will have 
ret i led and then we shall be m the very nndesiraMe position of legislating 
vvtth ref.rospeeti ve ellecl to meet his case. It. is simply in order to avoid this 
very nbjee? Iona b|e practice that 1 ask that the Bill should be taken into con- 
sideration at one . There is no real danger that th* Port (’ommissioners will 
misuse the power to be gi \ en t hem by t Ins Bill ail-' will gi\ e an mi i easona My 
large pension to any \ iee-t 'liairman ; ,but to make tins absolutely cleat we 
iiave inserted the following salutary words, namely — 

{a) k provided that tin 1 amount of such pension, gratuity or compas- 
sionate allowance shall m no ease, without the special 
sanction of the ( iovu'iiment of India, exceed what would he 
admissible in the case ol ( lovernment servants, of similar stand- 
ing and status, and 

\b) tin' conditions aforesaid shall not, without similar sanction, be 
more favourable than those for the time being prescribed for 
such (Sovcrmucnt servants.’ 

'That is to say, the pension of the Vice-Chairman will be entirely under 
the control of the Civil Service Begulations and no fancy pension can be 
given to him.” 

Tim Hon’ble BA BIT SUKENDBA NATH BAN ELM I said 

“ How did you deal with previous Vice-Chairmen 
The Hon’ble Mr. BEATSON BELL (after consulting the lion ble Mr. Steven- 
son -Moore) replied : — t 

v v ‘‘ They were all Government servants and they got their pensions from 
Government 

Ills EXCELLENCY THE PRESIDENT said .w 
I declare the rules ■suspended, as desifed.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. Beatson Bell then fflovod that the Bill be taken into 
Consideration. t v 

The motion was ] >nt. and agreed to. 

The Hon’blo Mr. Beatson # Bell also moved that the Bill be passed. 

The.jnof.ion was put and agreed to. 
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LIST OF BUSINESS -ITEMS Nos. 7 AND 8. 

Tin* H on N a \v;i 1 > S\ed Sham — til- ! 1 u< .In mo\**d that the Report ol | lit* 

Select Committee on t In ■ < ’.limit t a I mprovemeni Amendment » Bill. HU.V ho 
taken into consideration. 

IIIS EXCELLENCY THE PRESIDENT said • - 

“The m*xt motion ,N". was lo havi*hci»f) moved by tin* lion hie Maha- 
raja of Nashipur, hut as he is absent from Domicil to-day. I am 1 repared, at his 
request • , t o allow the Hon hie Maharu jadhira ja Bahadur o! ] bird wan to inn\ r 
the motion instead as a special ease/' 

Tike Ilou’hle Maharaja Ihiraja Bahadur of Bind wan t hen moved, by w;. , of 
annmdment to Motion No. 7. that the consideration of the Bill, as 
amended by the Select Committee. la* deferred till the Autumn Se^-don 
of the ( ou ncil. 

He said : — 

** My Lord, on behaP of t h < ‘ lion hie Maharaja of Nashipur. I Reg to 
move by way of amendnunt. Motion No. 7. that the consideration of tin* Bdl 
as amended by the Select Committee he deferred till the Autumn Session of 
the Council, and in doing ^o. I beg 1 o obs«*r\ e t hat I do not think that this 
postponement will in any wav hamper the hands of the I mpr »vement Trust. 

I am alwa\s, as a rule, oppose,) t o shoving down tin throats of an unwilling 
public a piece of legislation which is not be\ond the pale oj controversy ; and 
oi which there is doubt, and grave doubt, in certain quarters ;is to f jjo 
a 1 visa 1 >i! it v of certain ol its provisions , and I think that at a tune like the 
present it would lie advisable to postpone all legislation M a nature which is 
likely to give rise to heated discuss! IIS ^11 ( 'oil li Cl | 1 beg. t lie! el ore. to lie >Ve 

this amendment, and trust that Your Excellency and Your E ' e •! |« imCs 
( i overn men t will be pleased fo accede to it. 

Tim lion ble BABE SEBENDKA NATH BANER.II said — 

“ My Lord, 1 desire to associate myself with the motion which has 
Loon move I by the Hon hie Mahara jadhira ja Baliadu r of Burdwan. M\ Lord, 
we are a subordinate ( 'mined and 1 think that in matters of principle, we 
ought to follo\v tin* lead of the Imperial Eouncil. The lead which the 
Imperial Eouncil had given us m this matter, is the avoidance of all eonfio- 
versial legislation on an occasion like this. I think that we should follow’ the 
(example of the Imperial Eouncil and I may say this, as a member of that 
Eouncil, that this principle has been iiiok: scrupulously followed at < lie 
instance of His Excellency the Viceroy. As my friend has pointed .»ut, 
there is a great difference of opinion with regard to t his matter, and this 
Bill is likely to give rise to heated agitation and controversy, m»t only 
within these walls, hut outside as well. The Hill will be taken up by tin* 
press, discussions will be started, controversies will rage and passion# routed 
and excite?, and all this is most undesirable at the present moment. What 
are the arguments on the other Hide of the case i If the Bill is postponed for 
a few months, will anything serious happen ? J suppose Calcutta will g» on 
an before and the administration will move on in its accustomed course 
without any hitch ; and I do not think that any cataclysm of a fearful 
nature will take place. In view, therefore, of the precedent and the 
example set by the imperial Council, and in view of the exigencies of the 
present situation, and. I think, of the dear demand of public opinion and 
that of the opinions of ratepayers of Calcutta, I do submit that the HuiEblo 
Member in charge of the Bill should agree to the postponement of this Bill. 
Nothing will be lost by the acceptance of this amendment, but on the other 
band the passage of the Bill will he facilitated by the support of the public.” 
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Tlx* Hon’hle HA1 BAIUIA ( JIAKAN PAL BAIIADUK said:— 

My Lord. I desire to know whether I am competent to speak alter tlu 
HoiThh* Member in charge of tin* Bill lias spoken on tlje motion, and alsr 
after my friend the Hon’hle Mr. Bompas lias spoken. 1 should like to follow 
them. If not. I will speak now with 'tour Excellency's permission. 

HIS EXCELLENCY III K PUESIDENT said 

I am afraid I cannot give an assurance to tin* ellect that you may speak 
after the Hon hh* Mr. Bompas.’ 

The Ilon lde BA I KAPHA ( 'H A HAN PAL BAIIAPUK said 

“ My Loi’d. I desire to associate myself with tin* motion that lias beyn 
moved by my friend the lion ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Bun l wan. ^\ly 
Lord, though public opinion is very acute and keen, yet. having regard to the 
troublous times through which we are passing, we consider it wise to 
restrain ourselves. The public of Calcutta nut at a < inference, in the rooms 
of the British Indian Association, which was presided over by the Hon ble 
Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan. and 1 am sure the Hon’hle Maharaja- 
dhiraja Bahadur has real I v expressed the public opinion on the subject when 
be has Haiil that there is a strong public feeling against this measure. The 
previous speaker, the Hon ble Balm Surendra Nath Banerji, has laid stress on 
the (act that the Government of India, and not only the ( ioverninent of India 
but the Home Government. also, has expressed the wish that no controversial 
matters should be taken up at the present time. Pn fort unately, My Lord, 
this piece ol legislation is the subject of keen controversy between the 
Government and the public, and I am sure tin* Government would do wa*ll 
to accede to the request which the public have made through then' spokesman, 
the Hon bio Babu Surendra Nath Banerji, and especially through their 
President, the Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan. My Lord, 
the tins' will soon come wdieii the Calcuila Improvement Act wbll require 
revision, and I am sure, having regard to the aeuteness ol feeling m regard 
to the operations of I ho said Aet. t lm ( ioverninent ol Bengal, with deference 
to that public opinion, will soon take up tin* Act for revision, and it would 
be better, and more suitable, and \ ery giat i tying to t lie public at large, that 
this piece of legislation be taken up when the entire Act is taken up for 
revision. II not, at least this Bill should be postponed lor a few months m 
order that thu public may be in a position t<> acquaint Government respect- 
fully and humbly with all their view’s on the subject,. The public are not in a 
mood, my Lord, at the present time to give expression, in the emphatic manner 
which the occasion demands, to their views and opinions on tin* subject, 
and there is a general feeling not to embarrass the Government in any 
way at this supreme crisis. Therefore, w’e have felt it our duty through 
our President, tin* Dou ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan. and others, 
to approach Your Excellency with the prayer that tin* Bill might bo 
postponed lor a few* months. My Lord, if 1 may he permitted to give expres- 
sion to the popular opinion and to the keen feeling of my community, 
there is one fact which comes uppermost in their minds, and that is, the 
operation of sections 78 and 81 of the ('alcutta Improvement Act. My 
Lord, tin* operation ol section 78 of tin* Improvement Act. whereby large and 
extensive areas of land are taken within the zone of acquisition, quite outside 
the road line, has caused widespread dissatisfaction m the community, and, 
my Lord, this section 78 gives absolute power to the Board without any 
appeal to any authority as regards the mode anjl imposition of the exemption 
fee. If I may be permitted to draw Your Excellency’s attention, I would 
point, out some of the salient facts in regard to some of the improvement 
schemes.” 

r i he Hon’hle ISAW AB SYEU SH AMS-ITL-IIFDA. interrupting, feaid : — 

” My Lord, I rise to a point of ordejy I do not think my friend can 
discuss the provisions of section 78 and or her sections of the Improvement 
Act in connection with this motion for the postponement of the Bill.” 
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The CelruH'i Improvement {Amendment''* Hill. 

The I 'resident : Hai //. C. Paf Bahadur : .Y< t*rth Siiinid ^tnrah Alt 
Chaudhuri ; liaja I >/ tendril Saroyan lint/: M\ Stewart : Xittnth St/rd 
V S ha in. '-u! - Hilda : Mu harajtidhtra }a Bahadur at Burdtran. 

HIS EXCELLENCY THE I *K ESI PENT said 

“I must say 1 cannot ><*»■ any relevancx between tho working « »! t hose 
sections ami tlm motion under discussi >n. 

Tim Hon’hlr K A I KAPHA < 11AKAN PAL KAHAPCK. runt mu niir, 

sai< 1 : — 

** My Lord. I l>ow tn Your Lxeelleimv *s ruling. 1 was simph explaining 
tin* masons which have ] t *« ] nm to support tlm motion of my jrmml llm 
Hon’Mr Maharaja* 1 It i raja KahaduY o| Kurd wan. However. my Lord. f will 
not go into details. Put tin*-** details uoiiM have been von iiiirivstm^ to 
tlio Hon Ido Member m charge of tlm Kill. 1 think. my Lord, that all that 
J not'd say is that tin-' veiy modest representation of t hr community should 
moot with a suitahlo response at tin* hands oj the t iovernnmnl , and I ••ope, 
my UonL now that I am precluded from stating tlu k reasons at length, that t.ho 
Government will appreciate that thoro aiv good masons for this motion. 

Tlm ILmblo XAWAK SMYIP NAWAK A LI < IIALPII ILL KHAN 
KAHAPCK. said — 

“Mv Lord. 1 1 m*o to support tin* anmndnmnt which has been moved by 
tin* Hon Milo Maharajadlinaja Kahndui ol I »u rd v an." 

Tlm Hon’lilo lL\d A PINENPKA N AKA VAN KAY said:- 

“My Lord, I fully support the amomlmont. It will not m any way 
liampor the work o! tho offices ol tho Calcutta Improvomont Trust. lhe\ 
have" alroady got sufficient work m tlioir hands which will last lot some 
months more, and as th oiitsido ptihlm are (or lurthor oonsidorat ion nj tlm 

matloi, I l»o| lot o t ho?v cannot possibly bo any objoclion to postponing it for 

a low months moiv. 

Tho Hon bio Mi:. V. II. STKWAKT said — 

“ M\ Lord, without going mtoylin /jros and mns of tho mat tor now 
under discussion might I make a remark with reference to a suggest ion 
which has omanatod from tlm Hon bio Kabu Suioiidta Nath Kaimrji. lie 
said that it would lie a good thing to iollow tlm example ol t, i m * Imperial 
Legislative ('ouncil. I > u t it seems to mo that this would bo a very dangerous 
proposition to adopt. It must be remembered that tlm lmj>erinl Legislative 
(’ouncil has an official majority whereas in this < ’ouncil the majority is non- 
official, ami il wo were to carry the Jlon’bie Mr. Kanorji s proposal to its 

logical conclusion wo might almost as well have no ('ouncil at all. I am 

a little surprised that this proposal should have* boon made hy such a 
champion ol democratic liberty as my friend llm Hon’bh* Mr. Kanorji. 11 

The Hon ’Ido NAWAK SYEP SHAMS-LL-H ( PA said :— 

“ I am sony that I have to oppose this motion. The motion is based on 
two grounds. One is that we should Iollow the example of the Imperial 
Legislative < 'ouncil and the other is 

The Hon’hle tlm MAH A K Ad APHTHA J A KA II API 7 K OF KCKPWAN, 

interrupt ing. said : — 

“ Ma t >i 1 correct the Hon ldo Member? I d i< i not say anything about 
followi ng t he Imperial Council. M 

Tho Honldo NAWAK SYKP SIlAMS-CL-11 CPA. interrupting, said: — 

“Some of the speaker., have stated that at one of the reasons. As 
regards following tlm example of tlm Government of India. I do not think 
we need follow it and the lion Ido the mover himself repudiates it. The 
Government of India have laid down no rigid principle which wo must 
follow. I^i every case we have to consider and decide ourselves whether wo 
ought to abandon a particular measure for fear that it might create excite- 
ment and embarrass the Government,. So far as this Kill is concerned, 
it is of I ocal application. Its operation is confined within the limits of 
the Calcutta Municipality and municipalities within t\w* neighbourhood of 
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(Calcutta. It goes no further. I know some meeting were hold in which 
certain resolutions wen* passed. Beyond that we have not received any 
proof of any serious opposition to this Bill. It has been said that if time 
is given, probably tin* passage of the Bill through the Council will be 
facilitated. My Lord. 1 can say this with confidence, that in tie* Select 
Committee wo have made very large concessions with reference to this Bill. 
One vary important part of this Bill we dropped out of deference to the 
wishes of the non-official members of the Select Committee. That apparently 
has not facilitated the passage of the Bill through the Council and 1 douht 
that, if an adjournment is given, it would facilitate the passage. The Bill 
lays down no new principle, at least nothing of a very important character. 
The main principles of the Bill are to be found either in the Calcutta Improve- 
ment. Act or in the Calcutta Municipal Act — in tin* Calcutta improvement 
Art, — with reference to municipalities in the neighbourhood of Calcutta — 
and in the Calcutta Municipal Act with reference to the area within the 
municipal limits. So it is not anything new that we are bringing forward 
before this < louncil. 1 do not think, therefore, that this Bill is of such a 
character that it would be of any .advantage postponing it at the present 
moment. Sufficient time has been given for its consideration and much time 
was spent in the Select Committee in going through this Bill and many 
alterations have been math*. My hon’ble friend Bahu Surendra Xath 
Banerji said that, the postponement of the Bill will do no harm, that Calcutta 
will go on as usual in spite of the postponement. I may say, my Lord, with 
equal certainty, that if this Bill were passed. Calcutta would go on as usual 
in spilt' of the Bill. 1 feel therefore hound to oppose this motion.” 

The Ilonble THK M AH AK Ad ADII I RAJ A BA II ALT B OF BFBDWAN 

said : — 

“My Lord, 1 am afraid, I must press my motion. 'Flu* Nawab Sahib has 
said that no new argument, has been brought forward by us for postponing 
this Bill. We on this side of the House think that . ( Iovernment have also 
brought, forward no new argument. Tfie real truth is that (iovernment have 
made up their minds to proceed with the Bill before the Council and they 
have got a very strong President of the Improvement Trust >vho„ wants to 
have this Bill passed soon. All wo can do is to press our motion and thereby 
record our protest, .against, its passing at such a time. I beg to press for a 
division." 


A division was then taken with the following result 


Aye* — IS. 

'Pin llon'ble Bahu Suirndia Xath Kay. 

,, ., Pi Xilrntau Sat kar. 

, .. Km ja lliiM|iik«“'l) Lahn, r.l.E. 

% Mi. (iolmn 1 1 <>t>^eni Passim Ariff. 

,, Bahu Suiriidiu Nath Buner]i. 

Bahu Mahendra Nat h Kay, » .l.K. * 

M Kui I lari Mohan t'handru Bahadur. 

., ('hmuihuri Muhammad I^mad Khan. 

Kin Nalmaksha Ba^u Bahadur. 

Kai Kadha (’Imran Pal Bahadur. 

,. Bahu Fpendra Lai Ka\ . 

Maulvi Mil" hurra J llu«"«iiin. 

„ . Hum Shoshi Kanta Aoharyyu Chaudhuri 

Bahadur. 

., Kajn Pinondi a Naru\ an Kay. 

,, Nawuh Bahadur of Mundndabad 

Amir-ul-Onirah, K.c.&.i., K. r C.T.o. 

„ Nawab Suiyid Nawab Ah Chaudhuri, 

Khan Bahadur. 

„ Sir Bijay Chawtl Mahtab, K.C.S.I.. K.r.i.K., 
I.O.M., Maharajadhirajn Bahadur of 
Burdw an. 

Mr. G. A. Bay lev. 


Noe* — 22. 

Tin* Hon'hle Nm\ ah Sv«*d Sham^-nl- Hilda. 

Mr. X. P Boat -on Bril. <• l.R. 

Mr. J, G. Fummmjj < .i.e 

Mi. J. H. Km. (.i.e 

Mr. H L. Stephenson. r.i.E. 

,, ,, Mr. H. F. Sarnman. 

,, Mr. H. H. (ircni. 

Mr. F. A. A. Fowley. 

. Mr. B. B. Xeubould. 

Mr. J. St veiiNUii-M.Jure. < .v.o, 

Mr. B. F. Mitra. 

Mr. H. .1. Hilary. 

, Kai Priya Nath Mukherji Bahadur. 

.. # Sur-reon-General G F.A. Harris. < . 8 . 1 . 

Mr. C. F. Pfcync. 

,, ,, Mr. C. H. Bompus. 

Mr. \V. W. Horned]. 

., „ Mr. F. J. Monahan. 

„ * Mr. W. T. Grice. 

t , . Mr. A. W. C. Chaplin. 

„ ., Mr. L. H. Bray. 

„ Mr. F. H. Stewart. 
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The following lneinhers were absent : — 

Th<* Hoi»‘Me Mr. I*, I’. L\on, o i. 

Maul\ i Ma/.liarul Auw nr < 'liaiiillttin. 

Nav, al» Sni\ ul Htmlrr Clituidhiin Klnm Bahadur 

,, Mrttll\i A K Fa/ -ul Hn«|. 

Hat I’rnsaiiiia Kmnai Ku> Halmdui. 

,, .. I>r. I Mm Prasad Surlmdluknri, «* l h 

». Sir Satyendra rrn>;iium Sinlia. Kt. 

.. t. Muhunt ju .Japaiuidra Natl) Kay 

,, Mr By<Miik«‘N (')i iki a\ ar ti 
«. ,, Maharaja Hauajit Smha of N*'iu|»iu. 

,, Ml- ft- (th'li 

Th«> II mi ble Raja Malnndra Ranjan Ray t 'haudhuri abstained f rom 
voting, r, * 

Tht* Ayes being' IS and tin* N<m*s 22. tin* motion was lost. 

Pin* President then deelaivd M<»tn n N . S to br l»*st and Motn>n N.o, 7 
to be carried. 

LIST OF BUSINESS — ITEM No. 9. 

The Hon bit* Xawab S\<*d Sha m^-nl- 1 1 nda moved that tin* elans, s of 
tin* Bill be considered lor settlement in the form recommended bv the Seine! 
C< nnni't t ee. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

DISCUSSION OF AMENDMENTS. 

[At the suggestion o! the llon'ble Na wa b Syed Sha ms-u I- 1 1 nda M ot • oi, 
No. “> m tin* List of Amendments was taken up before Motion No. I.J 

( 'I (I Use »>. 

Vrojtowil neir section 5\7 (I). 

List of Amendments— Motion No. 5.— The Hon bh KAI RADHA 

( ’ll ARAN PAL RAH A 1)1 R moved that the words ‘and building line (if 
any in lines S* and It of sub-section (/,* of tin* proposed new set?!. ion ti.i 
(clause ,‘i of the Bill be omitted. 

He said : — 

‘‘Provision for a building line was not included in tin* original Rill. 
On the contrary, the original Rill pin\nled for tin* repeal of the expression 
‘ building line from tin* Act. It has. however, berm re inserted in the Rill 
by the majority ol t In* Select Oommitfee. 'Pin* real object of the Bill is to 
empower the Board to prosen I »e projected public streets with a view to prevent 
buildings being erected before the maturity of any Improvement Scheme, 
but the RiU as amended by the Select Oommittee goes \ erv much beyond the 
original object of tin* Rill. Pin* ( orporation when it was consulted on 
the subject bad before it the proposal to empower tin* Board only to 
proscribe projected puhlie st reef s within the area < »f the f'aleutta Munici- 
pality and there was no proposal to invest tin* Board with the power to 
proscribe building Jine. A projected public street may be 100 feet iu. width, 
and to call upon the owners of properties, many of whom stick to their old 
ancestral holdings with tin* fervour of religion, to further set hack any building 
in the rear.of the street alignment to a depth of as many feet 'it may be 20. ‘>0 
or even 50 feet;, as tin* Board may direct, would be inflicting the greatest 
hardship upon owners of properties especially the ownex# of small holdings. 
It. maj* he that, in not a few cases, tin* residue of thft lanif. after giving up the 
portion required for the projected puhlie street and the portion to bo left open 
between the street alignment and the main wall of a building in conformity to 
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tin* building line, will be practically useless for a suitable building. It will 
mean absolute destruction to owners of small plots who will be rend tired 
homeless. The Hoard has got the power to align streets of any width 
under the Calcutla Improvement Act. What is the necessity then ol the 
additional power to prescribe a building line? Both for purposes of better 
facilities for traffic and ventilation a street may be proscribed of as much 
width as may appear necessary. Again for purposes of ventilation the 
Corporation have the building regulations prescribing one-third or two-thirds 
open space in each holding in areas when* attached and detached buildings 
are allowed. There is therefore no necessity of prescribing building linos 
for purposes of providing open spaces. From an aesthetic point of view u is 
hardly practicable to have the main walls of all the buildings abutting on a 
street, built at an uniform distance from the street alignment. If the budding 
line is prescribed say 1 0 feet away from the street alignment, diheront owners 
might build their houses leaving different spaces bet wven their buildings 
and the streH. alignment. One may leave 10. another may leave 15, another 
may leave .‘#0 feet. Is it not therefore better and more equitable to acquire 
land outright for a projected public street, and reserve a certain portion, 
if necessary, in the rear of the actual road line for garden plots, or pleasure 
w'dks. etc., such as is provided in I'amac Street. Oircular Hoad and in 
many other st reet.s in the Kuropean quarter of the town? In Hussa Hoad 
where the Improvement Trust, have acquired land for 100 and 1 50 feet 
roadway the Hoard propose to have on two sides ol the street a garden walk 
planted by rows of trees. The ornamental ion and beautification of projected 
public streets can best be attained in this wa\ without further encroachment 
upon the holdings of land-owners, the vast majority of whom are poor middle 
class people. 

There is no provision for a building line in the Bombay I mpro\ ement Act, 
and they have not been hampered in carrying out the improvement scheme, 
and have not sought for the amendment of tin 1 Act in this respect. So iar 
as I have been able to ascertain there is no pro\isn»n for a building line m tin* 
Knglish Town Planning Act. Ila\ mfc regard to these facts and the strong 
public opposition to this proposal, and the divergence of opinion m the Select 
Lommittee. I hope the Government. will he pleased to omit tins provision, and 
to accept my amendment.’ 

The Hon hie BAJA HKISHJKKSli LAHA said:— 

u My Lord. ! beg to support tile amendment, a similar one to which also 
stands in my name. The definition ol ’ building line is not at all necessary. 
Bower should not he given to t he ( aleut ta Improvement Trust, to prescribe 
building lines in rear of st rcct alignments On principle the power to prescribe 
building lines should rest with the Oalcutta Corporation which ha-» also the 
power to control the erection of buildings. I do not know' for what purpose 
this authority should he vested in the Improvement Trust. If it were for 
pulling dow'ii unwholesome houses ami keeping the front of the buildings well 
ventilated then this power would he superfluous. Already under tin* Building 
Hegulations of tin* Calcutta Corporation the owners of houses have to leave 
o; eii one-third space and side spaces in erecting new' buildings in order to 
make them airy and sanitan. and it would he a gross injustice*. to them if 
they were again called upon to leave further open spaces in the rear of the 
st reel alignment.. 

In the discussion that followed on the Calcutta improvement Bill in 
HU1. my Hon’ble friend Mr. Bompas said. * Calcutta has to be brought up to 
date, and presumably the duty lies on the owners of the land and buildings in 
Calcutta to bring Calcutta tip to date. They have a moral duty as regards 
the disposal of their property.’ The landlords of Calcutta believed that 
their moral duty was satisfied when they were deprived of the additional 
compensation of 1£ per cent, which is usually paid to all people in Bengal 
whose lands and houses are acquired under the Land Acquisition Act. They 
* will pay about 75 lakhs, considerably more than the Government of India’s con- 
tribution of 50 lakhs, and if they were again railed upon to make a sacrifice 
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by leaving open a certain amount of ranging say from A to AO feet. the 

numerous small holding would he svv» pi away and tin- middle class people 
would be t he greatest sufferer*. The general lint* of building siiould follow 
the street alignment and )t would . »* sufheient ii the houses were hmlt in a 
row. No objection could hr taken to building lines m undeveloped areas 
where there would be no difficulty in keeping upoi spaces between the street 
alignment and f 1 1 < * building. hut this would not he feasible oi (’alcutta. As 
the provision now stands, it would operate very harshly upon small owners 
of property and its omission therefore is m every vva> desirable." 

The lion hie WWW SI IJKNIHIA N AT' I i KAY said - 

My Lord. I have only a few words to add lo w mil has aliaady 
been said by the lion hh* liai Kadiia t'haran Pal Mahaiui and the lloihhle 
liaja llnshikesli Laha- The 1 1 on hie Memh»*i in chaise of tin* Kill has 

told us just new that substantial .uiinn I meut s pn »pos< d l * \ the non-etlicial 
members have been accepted bv iuiu 111 the Select (ommittee rills is a 
fact and we are verv gratelul to Imn and to the oiler otfieiai members lor 
their bavin > accepted on r amend meut s Hut it <mr amend ment ,s have been 
accepted. I here has also been an attempt to lighten the gi ip oi the Trust 
on the question of I he buildin •' line winch was lirst pi oposed in the Select 
( 'o. nmit t ec. Mav I explain how poor lemsc-ow n »rs will be affected by 
this proposal ? Suppose a mail iias only b e<»ttalis o( land. lie can manage 
to build a house on it. Indei* I he regu lat ions ol tin* < 'alcutta Corporation 
lie has to leave about one-third ol his land before he ran build his 
house. That leaves him about I eottahs. I nder I be piovisious ol the now 
Act . be will have to leave another one-third ol his land as vacant, so it 
comes to this -ihat a man owning b eottahs of lamb lie will be allowed to 
build oiilv on two eottahs. And il he want s t< * sell Ins land he will receive 
oui \ l he value of "J eottahs of land. This places the o\v m i of small pro- 
perties in a not very enviable position. With tins,* words I suppoit 1 lie 
amendment nm\ ed by my lion hie Irieml Ibu Kadba <'harau Pal Mahadur. 

Tin* I Ion blc U Ad A IHNKNhUA NAPA VAN li\\ said — 

“My Ia>rd. I was in tin* Select t ’omiuit t.ee when the question wan 

discussed threadbare and we insisted upon deleting (be vvords ’ hltildmg 
line. It will he a ifreat ba n I slut • t o t lie small holders if thev aie com; died 
to leave more land than what they are already required to do under the 
Municipal Art." I fully agree with the previous speakers that it will cause 
real hardship, and I support tdie amendment . 

Tim Hon’ble N A \\ A I > SYKI> SI I A M S- L L- 1 1 L I >A -aid — 

“ My bold. I have i o oppose this anundment. Me fore I give m\ reasons. 
I wish to oiler an r\ plauat h*n as to why the building line wa- omitted 

from the Mill as originally drafted and bad to be inserted m the Select, 
('ommittee. I believe, if in the original Mill w< bad kept tin* budding 
line, oil! trouble- would have been much les k ' here. \\ hat huppcimd 

was this. As I said when opposing tic* motion lor adjournment, the 
provision About the building ime wit.hm tin* ('alcutta M a uc-ipal i tv exist, s 

in tin* (’alcutta Municipal A'*t and m t he neiLdibou rhood of f ho 

Calcutta Municipality in section f»H of tlie Improvement Act. It wan 

-considered when tin* Pull was originally drafted that the building line 
within the ( alcutta Munieqfcdity should be dealt with by the General f’om- 
mittee of the ( 'orporat ion. because section bob of the < alcutta Municipal Act 
lays down that the (General ( 'ommittee may from time to time prepare S' lienies 
ami plans of proposed public streets showing tin* direction of such streets, 
the street alignment and tin* building-hrm. etc. ft was, however, discovered 
that although the (ieneral ( ommittee could lay down a building line.it 
could only do so with reference to schemes framed by that committee, and 
that if the Improvement Trust projected a street, it would not be open to 
lh<* ( ieimrai (’ommittee to lay down the nuihbtig hue. It w a« also felt that 
the provision for a building line as a matt m* of fact exmt * I v.itli reference 
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to municipalities in the neighbourhood of Calcutta, in section 63 of the 
Improvement Act. ami there was no reason why it should not be extended to 
Calcutta also. These are the reasons why in tin* Hill as originally drafted 
there waH no provision about the building line and how it came to be 
inserted in the Select Committee. 

A proposal lias been made that the building line should go out altogether* 
and arguments have been put forward in support of that proposal. I do not 
think, my Lord, I need be drawn into the discussion whether it is right 
to lay down a building line or not. The building line* was deliberately 
adopted by the legislature on more than one occasion, once in framing section 
3f>6 of the Calcutta Municipal Act. and another time in section 63 of the 
Iniprox ement Act. I therefore do not desire to enter into the* justification 
for prescribing a building line at alL We are only giving the Trust the power 
that is now divided between the Trust and tin* Calcutta Municipality. I 
think the arguments against t he building line arc hardly of any great force 
and would not have been pressed at all if we had not made the mistake <>f 
dropping the building line from the original Hill. With these remarks! 
oppose the amendment.” 

The Hon blc KAI KAMI A rJIAKAN HAL HAHAHLK said:— 

“My Lord, the words ‘building line* were, as has been clearly and 
lucidly explained by the Hon ble Member in charge, omitted from tin* 
original Hill, and they were omitted with the sanction of the Covernment of 
India. My Lord. 1 am not a lawyer, neither am I conversant with the 
procedure of Covernment, but I think when a particular provision was 
omitted with the sanction of the Covernment of India, when the Covern- 
ment of India gave its permission for the introduction of tin Hill, I do not 
know whether the Select. Committee was quite competent to re-insert it. 
The Hon ble Member in charge of the Hill, my Lord, has correctly stated t hat 
he does not want, to enter into the merits of tin* question, because if I 
understood him aright in Select Committee” — 

HIS KXCKLLKNCY THK PKESIDKXT said 

“Proceedings in Select Committee are confidential and t hey should not 
be referred to in discussions in this Council.’ 

The Ilon’ble KAI K A MIA CHAKAX HAL HAJIADl/K. continuing, 

said : — 

I apologise, my Lord. The Hon ble Member has stated that in the 
municipalities in the neighbourhood of Calcutta, the original section 63 
contained the words * building line and 1 think, my Lord, this is a correct 
statement of facts, but what I want to point out is that the Covernment very 
wisely and deliberately omitted these words, because in the outlying areas of 
t he Calcutta Municipality it is quite possible for the Trust to open out roads of 
sufficient, width as will not only provide sufficient moans of t raffic and sufficient 
room lor ventilation, etc., but also suffice lit space for haviug avenues and 
gardens or something like that. What has the Improvement Trust done in 
portions of Kussa Kon I? They have taken up land, excluding surplus land 
lor the actual roadway, Jo() loot in width, and it has been proposed to set 
apart about 60 or 6f> loot for roadway and tin* remainder for footpaths and 
avenues with benches arranged for the comfort and convenience of pedestrians. 
Hut, my Lord, that is quite practicable in the outlying areas where land 
is cheap and where hardships will be much less felt than in the town proper. 
The Trust have acquired much land in this way in the southern portion of 
tin 1 Uussa Hoad scheme at a cost which is stat< d to he nil in the statement 
which has been published. Hut it is different when you come to deal with 
land in the town proper. 1 think, therefore, my Lord, having regal d to these 
facts, and also toffdie fact that it was statin! in Select Committee by some 
of tin* members on the (lovernment side, that the building line would 
not be prescribed within the town area. 1 think that t lifeduiilding line may 
be omitted from the proposed new section 63 (7).” 

'IM . - .1 l » . 
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The following motions were then, by leave ol the President, with- 
drawn : — 

( 'l it use 2. 

List of Amendments— Motion No. 1.— The llon'hle Kai Kadha n aran 

Pal Kaiiadu r t * > i 1 1 < >\ * ■ i 1 ; a t s 1 1 1 »-• • | a hm • la] at / of el a n se 2 in* omitted. 

List of Amendments— Motion No. 2.— Tho lOn'Me inja ilnshik.'si 

La ha i.. njovt* that Ml [ >-< lausc In (Mi , 1 1 1 rlailt-c 'J In- i amt t rtl. 

List of Amendments— Motion No. 3.— 1 1 1 « ' lion Mo I hi I >u Surendra 

Nath Kay toimwethat suo-elans.* \ la (<«*,' of olause "2 hr omittod. 

List of Amendments— Motion No. 4.— The Hon Mo K A 1 KAHH V 

< HAKAN PAL LAHALTK moved 

t hat m lines :i and I o{ elans** la ' aa .>1 elans,* 2 t he words “ a st nvl. 
or ho i unit ted. 

IK said — 

M\ Lord, it will t o >ct n that tho huildme lino moan*- iho i i n • up to 
wlueli tin- mam wall 1 >1 a 1 it d* i mg a t tin* i oar oi a st i , •. t ora | m • * | , •< *t e m J st rot *t 
I I >ei tovo, m\ 1.0,, I. t ho "|. ntion js j (l |>i ,‘srrilif a .lidding hm m o. .n m *et n <n 
with a | >!'t > | » *o 1 1 m ] stri-t and not on a stioo, \ m re, | as d, ‘fined in t h< 
(diloiitta M m 1 1 o • j >a i Aei inoludos hotn , uhlio and | »r* > j* ■< *t • *• J stn-ofs and tin re- 
foj , I do not t i 1 m i> th. \ ot gi v os ; » »wei to tin* |Joa i d to j m-sci 1 1 », a * . mild i ng 

Jin, on (l n\ -to- t. ! ul « *n a piop*rl«*d ^tm t ; that tin mt< upon of the 

loo i ^ I a t 1 1 1 , . Tin* vonK Mionid tin i,*h>r< ho o\o|iid<*d to pro \ < nt oonhision in 
tin I u I u ) o It m i t*‘i 1 1 h a« i t • ■ t n- ■ Ilia id assiiminy | ow . i t n pi < w* h h, • a luj i Id mg 
1 i tn in oon iiooi 1 1 'ii w.th < \istiiiL 1 1 o 1 1 d ,x * oi piixat, -tie-Us whioh it |s no\oi 
oon i < 1 1 1 . la t * d 1 aa i tin I io., i d s 1 1 oil Id do L * o|oa i all d < »n ht *. a I mi it t In * 

niattoi. | nio\ « |oi tin d I* lion o| tin-s*‘ woids 

Tin II. m hi, N A\VAJi M Ll> MiAMS-LL-HI HA said 

I a iii glad to ho a IT to aooopt this a mom I mo nt 

Tin* Hon hlo KAI K A nil A < II \ K A > LA L l> MIA I Hi,' said -- 

1 thank tin* 1 1 on i do M ,• n j I,,* t . 

1 in* motion was tin n put and agrood to. 

I in* | ol lowing mot tons w,*io. hy ioavo of tin* Pi ••-m lout., witlidrawn — 

List of Amendments— Motion No. 6.— Tin Ho,, hh Kaju Ilnshikesh 

Lahatoimwo that tho word.- “ami Pudding line if an\ , in lino- Sami h 

of stih-soolion / of tin* pi opo-od new section h’i , lauso h of th<* Kill, 

omit tod. • 

List of Amendments— Motion No. 7. — lh, H t h jiahu Sunn dm 

Natdi I lay t ( > mo\ o that t h o w or d - “and I uuh i i ng I j n ■ / : f any m 1 1 m *s Ji a m I 

h of siih-sootion l of tin* proposed m*w s«*et;on ti/J elaitse .‘i of the fhlL 
he omitted. 

List of Amendments— Motion No. 8.— Th- Hon’hh* kai KAHIIA 

( H A Li A X PAL f » A H A 1 M K moved that after th»* w <rd “ width in line ]0 
ol suh-s(*ction i l , ■ »f t ,n proposed n*w s«*ct.on ho olause \\ of tho Hill; tilM 

foil owing w'ords hp add *1. namely : — 

*’ which. in tin* ease oi streets within the Calcutta Municipality, -hail 
m no ease exceed 100 feet,. 
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Up said : — 

“ My Lord, section bb fyives |m\vcr t - > the Hoard to prescribe a projected 
public street,. and f think. my Lord, now that * building line is retained 
in the Bill, there .should ho sniuo restriction as Hoards tin* width ol the 
struct, i think t here should he somo linul. \\ Jjon we an legislating. I do 
not think that wo should have anything indotinito and unooitain. 1 have 
suggested a maximum ol ]0i; loot which. I hope. will ho admitted to ho a 
pinto adoijiiafo and rcasonahh* width. Moroover. having regard rotheiayt, 
that tin- Hoard will ha \ •• power t o prescribe a building lino on both sides of 
t h < * -’(.root beyond I Ob loot in the town proper. and a-. my Lord, n has boon 
generally loiind tiiat maxiniinii width of a roa I 1 1 a ^ boon up to date ii.xed at 
1 00 loot, j submit that my proposal is a reasonable one and ought to he 
accepted. 
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minimum, and I think in a case like tins it is much h-tt< 1 to tuist to : he 
jildtrmenl and diseret ion of tli(K(‘ who are ent i U‘.t od with the duty o| im m\. 
i n Li’ the town o 1 ( 1 a 1 e 1 1 1 1 a . There a re ot her sa 1 1 o ' i a i b - a L <» 11 ,i -ei i< ■ n h is 

I ran icd by the Trust, it conies up before t b >\ <• *n nr *nt b»i -.motion w liov 

it is e I os i ■ I \ scrutinised. besides the nioatoi tin width, lln Lioatm i- the 

post to the Trust. For those reasons. I do not thud, that anv red net ion 

Oil tll(‘ powei of the Trust, Sticll as IS now suggested by tile lion IT* Member, 
is called lor. I therefore heir to oppose the motion. 

The llon'ble KAI KADI I A MIAKAX KAL UAH A DDK maid — 

M\ Lord. I bee’ to say a few’ words in reply. It i- * i n i t < * tine that in 

the ( a h*u 1 1 a M un nipal it y tin- niinmiu in w id t i i is P I j< •• t audit is also t rue 

that 1 here is no miiemnni oi maximum in 1 he i 'a lent t a 1 mpnw . un n t A-'t. 

My Irieiid has admitted tint m most cases 100 I » *■ t would hi a \er\ /-•.ison- 

able width. 1 desire to explain, with ^ oil r lax i I ! e 1 1 < * \ s ; i rmissi. mi. what 

the leal h *• 1 1 mi’ of my e. >u nt rytiieti on •the subject. What I mean to sax 

is. that alt! i >u u* 1 i the imnimuni is }0. generally t lie width has been bo. 70 

and SO I eel , and in the town area it has been SO to 1 OO feet. Having '••Li’ard 
t o t he lai ge predominance of t In* popular element :n tin* (\ahutta < orporation 
the omnsn.*n to lay down any maximum is not • »i \< iy yivat iiiniiioi, wiier**as 
m the Hoard, tin* absence of stieh popular element make- all t lie d dim emu . 

I think that there should he some restnd’on so that tie* 1 OO |eet Mi add 
be the maximum m the town area, and that is tie* rea-on why I han* unwed 
t h is amendment 

The mot ion w as put, and lost . 

List of Amendments— Motion No. 9.— The II>n Th KAL RADIIA 
(MIAKAX KAL BAHADUR moved that at tin* end ol siib-s.*ct e*n ,/ of tin* 
proposed new section HH ^clause A of the Hill the following be added, 
nanmly * — 

Kro\ ided that no building line shall be dimvn in anv micli nlan ar a 
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Hr said :— 
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T*< Mi n r< i ^ tin* i »" ddniLf I nm I i j • ■ » « • m no minimum and ji 'maximum in t,ho 
I uij -r< »\ nm jii Ai’i -.’o it now o\jsts. Ji Ikin b»*on «•« .ii-idop d drsnabl. 1 1 1 n t Mr* 
I rust should 1 » f t niifrlli-ivd m t Ih - matt* . and -im‘dd I » • allowod to 

lay d(*wn th 1 buddiiiLf lin* t<> tin i « on i n imut jji raHt ra-o. 

It may U* rhal in tin Miburn- wiirn lain; »- * m up. i t hm-r uiH b* a 
widrr buildm;: lino than in tin town o{ < aicutba. w In m land i- vrry much 
deaivr. but 1 do not think it i> d**sirabl«> to ba\ any sirnh limit in tin; Act. 
and t Imre f<»n* opposr thr amnid nmnt . 



Tb* Calcutta / /// prove went {Amendment) Bill. [2m > Makch, 


Rai R. (J. Bui Bahadur. 

Tin- Hon’ble HA1 KADHA t II AKAN PAL BAHADTH ,aid 

"My Lord. I may explain that tiie < 'alcutta Municipal Act no doubt does 
not contain any maximum or minimum. Tin* < ’alcutta Municipal Act is a 
recent Act, and cairn' into operation only 11 years ago, and J behove j am 
correct in stating tins. Tin- Hon bin Air. Payne, who has moved closer to the 
1 I on ble Member in charge, will corivet me if 1 am wrong when I say that 
there were only two st, reels, during the Iasi 1 I years of i he existence of the 
Calcutta Municipal Aet ol 1XUU. m which building line lias been proscribed, 
and t liese t \\ o st reet s ai e harle Street, oO feet wide and 10 feet building lino, 
the other street M ariapook u i St 1 eel y is b0 (net wide, and a new road m the 
Fringe Area, which was honoured by your Fxcelieney \s presence the other 
day, is 10 feet, wide and 10 feet building line, which, 1 may say frankly, was 
prescribed at the suggestion of the Hon ble Mr. Bompas. My Lord, during 
the last 1 I years their ha\e been two building lines in the ( 'alcutta Munici- 
pality not exceeding 10 leet in width, and then fore although it is in the 
Municipal Aet. there has m »t been any real hardship, because t hat section 
lias practically remained a dead letter. But. as I have said before, the 
Calcutta Municipality is one thing, ami the Calcutta improvement Trust 
is another. I think, then (op-. that tlmre should be ^ome restriction, because 
who knows what will emerge 1 rum tin closed dour** <>l the Improvement 
'Trust and be hurled upon the heads ol the ratepayers? i. therefore, humbly 
submit t hat there should l«e some reM net ion. and. alter great deliberation 
and consultation, submitted 1>» yom hxeelhmey s < oiimul a proposal that it, 
should be Id bet. because t lie M 1 1 1 1 iripal it \ l 1 1 1 a III Mloll «> |\ prescribed 10 feet. 
I do not mean the elected ( 'omiiiissiom-rs who.se opinion- may not have so 
much weight, but the whole ( orporatjon including the Presah nt of the Trust, 
who is a member ol the Corporation, aenuie^ced m and supported i he JO-ieel 
building line. Therelore. my Lmd. I think that my humble submission that 
a In-feet building hue neght be prescribed by the Trust !,•*> ;i very reasonable 
one, and I hope that this may beaccepied by the Hon ble M< mhei in charg* *. 
who, I am sure, is not \ei\ mueli agu.nst tins proposal. 

The mot ion was put and I o-. t 

The I ol low mg n io| ; . in w I \ h -a \ e «»| | he Pre-mh lit. w it I it I ra w n * — 

List of Amendments —Motion No. Iii. — File Hon Tie hai 1 had ha ( ’Imran 

Pal Bahadur to mo\e that a' the riid o| sii I '-sect ion / < d tin* proposed new 

section ♦>.*> ( clause ol' t he Bill tin follow m. be added, namely: — 

“Provided also that no hmlding line shall be prescribed for any 
proposed , nblie street situated wubin the t alcutta M mi ici j >a lity. 

List of Amendments Motion No. 11.— The Hon IT PAI PADUA 

( ’ 1 1 A IL\ N PA L B \ H A P l 1 1 nioud I in t a t I lie end < ■ I sti b-seet ion / 1 < >1 the 
proposed new option (i:’. elan-e . >| 1 be Bill the following be added, 
namely . — 

“Provided that no building bin shall be piesrrihed lor any proposed 
pn b| ie -I rt*et s s t uat ed — 

pC wit ,m the area included m Wards I to X\ III of the 
( 'alcutta Munich ahty as d< fined m Schedule III of the 
Calcutta Municipal Act, ISP'P >r * 

V /A within stieii portions ol \\ at XIX to XX \ of the said 

Municipality \_as so defined -s the Local Covt rninent, 

in eoiisiiltal ion witii tin* Coi , -oraiion. may from time to 
t line det ermine. 

He said : — 

"My Lord, one by one all om amendments relating to the building 
line have been lost, and Hits i> the only one whnh a wails its fate. 
But I earnestly prav that it may not inert the fate of the previous ones. 
Ward No. 1 to Ward No. IX as defined in the Calcutta Municipal Act 
represents the old town of Calcutta, already improved and built over and is the 
home of tin' middle class population of the city, each family holding generally 
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but the home of their domestic deities. It is wholly unnecessary to prescribe 
both projected public street and building* line within that area. It will 
therefore be some comfort to the perturbed mind of the middle class people to 
know that the legislature, by an express provision, has excluded their area 
from the operation of the building line provision. I believe the Hoard will 
never prescribe a building line in the town proper, and. if 1 am correct in my 
belief, is it not better to reassure the public mind by explicitly providing lor 
tin* exclusion of the area from the operation of tin* building lino? Wart! No. lit 
to Ward No. ~f> is the old suburban municipality, which was amalgamated with 
the Calcutta M umcipality in lNSS 'Hart of it such as Hhawantpur, Kalighat, 
Russa Road, Hazra Road and other places have been improved, and are already 
in hand for improvement. These areas may fitly be excluded Irom the opera- 
tion of the building line, but as it is not possible to discriminate those anas 
by Wards as defined in the Municipal Ad. 1 have suggested that tin* 
Local Government, in consultation with t he Corporation, may exclude such 
portions of Ward lh to Ward l\ r > as may be necessary. I hope that this 
amendment will meet with some considerat ion.' 

The 1 lon’ble NAWAK SYKD SH A MS- C L-l 1 1 ' I >A said 

“ I ,'tm sony, My Lord, that I have to oppose this amendment also. One 
effect of this amendment, if carried, would be lo make the law rather incon- 
sistent. Within the limits of the Calcutta Municipality there is a similar 
provision in section «iob ol the Calcutta Municipal Act, so that, if this 
amendment were carried, t lie eflect would be that d t he ( veueral Committee 
of the Corporation proposed a scheme they would be at liberty to lay down 
a building line, but as soon as the Trust pro] osed t o do so. the light ol laving 
down a building line would be gone. 1 do not think that this is desirable, 
and as we have deliberately adopted the policy ol laying down the building 
line both within the Calcutta Municipality and outside it, and as this 
amendment, il accepted, would have the efleet oi ntilhlving what has already 
been done, I oppose it . 

J’lie motion was put and lost. 

List of Amendments — Motion No. 12.— The double RAI RADII A 
CHAR \ N PAL RAIIADI R moved . — 

i /) that the word ‘and ’ at the end of clause [h of sub-snetion C- of 
the proposed new section b.‘> [clause of the Hill; be omitted ; 
and 

v /V) that after clause r of the said sub-section the following be added, 
namely : — 

“ and 

d the perm I Which shall not be less than sixty days) 
within which objections to the said plan may be sub- 
mitted to tin* Hoard. 

He said : — 

u My Lord, this is a section in which it is stale l that the Hoard shall 
prepare a notice stating the fact that a plan has been made and so forth. 
What lias been suggested is just to insert specifically in the notice the period 
within which objections to the said plan may be submitted to the Hoard. 
Under the present Act. in every notice ol t lie Improvement Scheme, the period 
within which objections may be taken is specilied and I am sure there can 
be no objection to the period of limitation within which these objections may 
be fib*d being included in the present Hill. 

The Hon’blc NAWAH SYKD SH AMS-UL-IIUDA said 

“Jly Lord, my hon’blc friend, Rai Radha Lharan Pal Hahadur. appealed 
to me to show some consideration for withdrawing one of his amendments, 
and J will show him that consideration by accepting this amendment." 

The motion was put and agreed to. 



48 


The Calcutta Improvement (Amendment) Bill . [2nd March, 
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Ray. 

List of Amendments — Motion No. 15. — The Hon’ble BABU 

SURENDKA NATH RAY moved:— 

that alter clause f ' i) of suh-seotion (2) of the proposed new section 63 
(clause 3 of the Bill; tin* following 1 Ik* inserted, namely : — 

(ia} “ forward a copy of the notice hy post to each owner affected, 
and.” 


Hi* said . — 

“ I may tell your Lordship that there are very few people in Calcutta wiio 
read the Calcutta Gazette, fn fact I may say that only an infinitesimal 
portion of the population of Calcutta read the Calcutta Gazette, and the 
number of those who read newspapers is also limited. In these circum- 
stances il seems necessary that there should he personal service of notice 
upon the persons who are affected, and the cheapest mode of serving notices 
is the post office. This being a very cheap vehicle for service of notice . 1 do 
not understand why it should not he resorted to by tin* Calcutta Improve- 
ment Trust. ! propose, and it is a very reasonable proposal, as it will not 
cost the 'Trust a huge amount of money, that notices he served on owners 
of property through the medium of the post office.'' 

'The llon'hle XAWAB SYED SII AMS-TUI EDA said — 

“My Lord. 1 am prepared to accept, the pi dimple of this amemlmmit, hut 
not. the form m which it is moved. The word ‘owner’ is a very ambiguous 
one, and, following the words m section lb. I would accept tin* amendment 
in t he follow ing 1 orm : — 

(la) forward a copy of the said notice to any person whose name 
appears in the municipal assessment hook as being primarily 
liable to pay the owner s share of the consolidated rate, or the 
rate on t lit' annual value ol holdings, as the ease may he, in 
respect of any land included within ihe proposed public street, 
and. 


The Hon’ble BALL MAHENDRA NATH RAY -;iid — 

Is it not similar to amendment No. 16. which stands in my name? 
I liless there is something wrong in the form, will the llon’hle Member see 
d amendment No. 16 will do? 

The Hon hie N AW A B SYED SHAMS- LL-IIDDA said :— 

1 have some objection to the words ‘ notice to be served in No. 16, 
because 1 do not think the Trust should take the responsibility of proving 
service of not ice. We do not want to take the responsibility of serving the 
notice and therefore I cannot accept that amendment. ’ *> 

The motion was then put in the form suggested hy tfie Hon’ble Xawab 
Syed Shams-ul-Hudn and agreed to. 

Tin* following motions wen* then, hy leave of the* President, with- 
drawn : — 

List Of AmondmOfltS — Motion No. 14. — The llon’hle Rai Radha Charan 
Pal Bahadur to move that after clause \ii' of sub-section (2) of the proposed 
new* section 63 ^clause 3 of the BilD the following be added, namely : — 

“ cause copies of the said notice to be served on the owners and 
occupiers, respectively, of all buildings and land falling within 
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List of Amendments— Motion No. 15.— The HonTh* Baja Hrishikesh 

Laha to move that alter clause // of sub-sect imi \'d) of the proposed new 
seel ion (>3 (clause 3 of the BilP the following hi added. namely . — 

cause copies of tin* said notice to he served on the owners 
ami occupiers, inspect ivelv, of all buildings and land falling 
within the street alignment or building hue shown on such 
plan, and . 

List of Amendments— Motion No. 16.— The llon'hlo Bahu Mahendra 

Nath Bay to movr that alter clause Hi o| sub-section ~ ) i »l tie* proposed new 
section t J * » clause .’> of the Bdl tin following be added. namely : — 

“ and 

in cause, within thirty days hom the date o) tin* first publication 
< >1 the notice under elans'* * , a notice to I o * served on everv 
pet son wIiom' name appears m the Municipal assessment - 
hook a^ i 'eiiiL r pit man ly liable to pay the owners share ol the 
consolidat ed rat< oi the rate on the annual value o| hold i infs, 
as tin* ease may he. in respect oj an\ land shown in the said 
plan 

List of Amendments -Motion No. 17. fin Ibwhbh BA I BAPI1A 

i DAB \ N PAP BAilAMB moved fh.ilaJl' i the word "shall in line I of 

^ It I rsrel j) Hi .'> <>i tin* plopo.se. I new ^eet|o|| ♦'».*» (clause l\ oj the Bill the 
w < n d s " I iea i and I >< • i use 1 1 ed . 


•*Mv Lord. ill the pM'sent Act .1 1 I oh ] e e t | . >11 s t o a n I III p I ov 'e 1 lie ! 1 1, S C 1 1 • I ) )<* 
nrelicaid It L r l' os an Opportunity to t he oh|eeto:l If) explain Ills objections 
fully . and point, out in life plan hod on the table h« hi t lie meeting oj a 
Sit b -t 'oin mitt ee of I tie Bond : 1 1 1 \ alternative al'^iimeiii which tin* parties 
a Heeled might sliest, The Mem!" rs oj tin- < ’omini 1 1 . *e. as I know I min 
personal expein ne. . can at once understand t he alt . ruat i \ < alignment. and 
where | ea s 1 1 le. +111 \ ado; t. m net a h*w ra^eM tie .dfeinai;\e aligmm nt in 
preference to tie* original alignment. I >iscii*,sinn ''twe.-n the parties and 
the I'linin It v aP * eiiaol oitii pirtn*s t , ‘-om- to a satisfactory con- 
clusion. w ie * "• *n -• ne re eon-i it i jt e m oj apph-ntion- by lie* ('omnntlee 
as siinimai r/,> d m . > * >i } ! 1 le •- in the pt e< *j - ea im ot help tie* Boa id to come 
to a proper d, ei-.om it a iumlameutal jeaneipl -I all Bnlisii <maet m- nt s 
t hat i eoph • a r< he i 1 A ne f< »r« ! n* r nkiei-i inn* a ?*e . j • - p< >-< *• j . »f . It is nppo**« d 
In all principles "j iit-a.e. . - «jU;t \ an ! ia i plav i uat a man - p* op rty Mould 
be taknn from inm w.tijoiit 'Mine- -on an opp. >-•} tin it v oj being beard. Jt is 
of \ ital impni tanee in a mat ijp. t ins. w j •« *i -* a p ■ m < mi s pi . ,p> -rt \ n- at "lake, 
toejva .him 41 i lean uis , otli-iw;-. t w . >uld .ice *nt ua I • t le* ie.im^ oj disappoint - 
inent and dissatisfaction which l**- ereat *d m the minds oj those whose Jeuirtlis 
and homes arc liable to be taken. 

The Honblo BA. I A. II KISH 1*K KSH LAHA said 

" Mv Lord. I beg to support i he amendment . I lie amendment is necessary 
to allow owners the right of being heard a*- is done in the case of an 

Improvement Scheme under section of the < aleufta Improvement Act. 
This would be tin* more advantageous course t ( > follow as tin* party would 
then have an opportunity of suggest ing any alfernat ive scheme which might 
be beneficial to him as well as t > the Trust, or of laying his grievances Indore 
the Board which might induce them to alter thur plan, as has been done in 
the case of the China Bazar Scheme. 
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The Ilon’ble BABU SUREN DBA NATH BANKUJ1 said 

“ My Lord, I desire to associato myself with this amendment. The 
Hon’ble Member in charge ol t In- department is himself a la wyer. He will 
admit the justice of the contention which has now been put forward. You 
cannot strike a man without giving him a hearing. In cases under the Bengal 
Municipal Act. of petty encroachments which you desire to remove, you give 
the man a hearing, and the same procedure is followed in all proceedings in 
the t’alciitta Municipality. I think it is a fundamental principle of justice, 
fan* play and equity. What possible objection could then* lx* to your giving 
the party a hearing. I think ir is a plain elementary maxim of justice which, 

1 am sure, my friend will gladly accept.” 


Thu Hon bh* NAWAB SYED SH AMS-UL-II UDA said 

“ My Lord. I am sorry that I must oppose tin* amendment. The reason 
is that when a scheme matures into an improvement scheme there is already 
a hearing provided by section 17 of the Improvement Act which says : — 

1 that tin* Board shall consider any objection, representat ion and state- 
ment of dissent, and after hearing all persons making any such 


< Ejection. 

representation 

or dissent, who 

may desire t < > be 

heard 

tin* Board 

m;i) either abandon t lie scheme 

or apply to t h 

e local 

< lovernnu 

lit. Inr sanction. 

, etc., wit h Mich 

nmdificat ions as 

may lx* 

considers 

1 necessary \ 




and if has been 

thought that 

nothing would 

be gamed by 

ha \ mg 


two hearings. The scheme would have to go through section 17. and 
because there* is a provision for hearing undei seel ion 17 ol the Act which 
remains unaffected by the amendment, it is thought that the amendment only 
proposed will lead to delay and loss of time and is not necessary.” 

The lloiTble BA I KAPHA (MI A KAN 1‘AL BAHADUR said 

“ My Lord, I appreciate* the spirit in which the reply is given by tin* 
lion ble Member in charge*. I believe, my Lord, he appreciates also the 
necessity of hearing t he* < »bjeetors. but his difficulty is that whereas in the 
case' of an improvement scheme, wlmn the projected stre*et will be taken 
up as an improvement scheme, the objector will bo heard, he' does not see 
the* necessity of giving t w o hearings to an objector. My Lord, 1 think that 
that information has been gathered from the* Trust, but my Lord. 1 have been 
associated with tin* Trust very intimately for tin' last three* years. I shall 
try to explain the circumstances, but I do not know whether t hey will lx* 
convincing. 1 hope* that it will create some impression on the mind of the 
Hon’ble Member. My Lord, a projected street is framed from the corner of the 
Scotch Kirk to Sova Bazar or Beadon Stiver. The* street will not 
materialise into a street scheme lor the next 10 years. The parties 
affected may be 500. and during the* 10 years before it materialises into a 
street scheme', 250 people may be* swept away, because 1 those* who ‘do not want 
to euvet oi* lv-crect or add to a building, will come to the Boarel for 
acquisition of their property. My Lore), if exit e>f 500. 250 vanish. 250 
remain there Is it fan. 1 beg to ask. that, of the* 250 people* who have bex*n 
swe'pt away during this } orie>d, not eme* slnmld lx* allowed the opportunity of 
coming be Ion* the Chairman of the* Trust and the Boanl with an alternative* 
plan, and explaining, with the help of their expe*rt engineers, that this or that 
plan is the hotter alignment than t he alignment that was originally s|iown there. 
My own experienee, sitting in these Coninrttees, is I hat if an objector comes 
in person and explains the position from the plan, then, my Lore], we are in a 
much better position to consider whether the line should be shifted else- 
where or not. Having regard to these facts — I do not know how far I have 
made it clear to the lion ble Member-*-! hope hr will see his way to accept 
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A division was then taken with 

Ayt$ — JO. 

The Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Hay. 

„ „ Dr. Xilratan Sarkar. 

„ Raja Hnahikenh Laha, r.i.B. 

,, „ Mr. Golam Huh**? in A riff 

„ „ Maulvi A. K. Fa/-ul-llat|. 

M „ Babu Surendra Natb Bauer ji. 

,, t , Hai Ilari Mohan (’iiumira Bahadur. 
,, „ Hai Rad ha ( 'imrun Hal Bahadur. 

„ ,, Babu Upendra Lai Ray. 

„ „ Raja Ihnendra Xarayan Ray. 


the following result : — 

.Y.« 

TIk* Hon’ble Nawab Sy«sl Sham*-ut lluda 
„ Mr. N. 1>. Boat son B»*ll, i i.t. 

,, ,, Mr. J <1 rumiQin^, < ».E. 

,, Mr. J 1 1 Kerr, r.l.E 
„ Mr. 11. L. Stephenson, i-.i.i 
Mr. II. F Satuinan. 

.. Mr. !!. U. ( ir«vn 

v Mr. F A. A Cowlo) 

„ .. Mr B. B New bould 

Mi. i\ J St«*\ enaon- Moore, i ,T,V- 
Mr. B. C. Mitra. 

Mr. II. J. Hilary. 

.. ,, Rat 1‘riyu Natb Mukharji Bahadur. 

,, ,, Surgeon ’-General <« F A llama, c.a.i. 

Mr. I'. F. Hayin'. 

„ Mr t\ II. IbonpaN. 

Mr. W. W. llorm'll. 

„ Mr. F. J. Monubun. 

,, Nawab Bahadur of Mundiidahad, 

Aiuir-uI-Oiurali, K.c.8.1., k.u.v.o. 

„ Nawab *Saiyid Nawab Ab t'haudhuri, 

Klian Bahadur. 

,, Mr. W. T. Urtoe. 

,, Mr il A. Bay ley. 

Mr. A W. (’. Chaplin. 

„ Mr Bray. 

,, ,, Mr. F. II. Stow art, < .i.«. 


Tin* following Members were absent : — 

The Uon’blt* Mr H (\ Lyon < .n.i 

., Maulvi Mn/hariil Anwar ('baudbiin 
, T ,, Nawab Saiyid Honsatn Haider ('hnudhuri, Khan Bahodm 
,, Babu Mabt’iidra Natb Ru\ . < i r 

,, ( 'liaudburi Mtibainmad Nm til Klian 

.. .. Rat Hru«anna Kumar Rav Baliadur 

Rtii Nultnukhlia Basil Bahadur 
,, Dr Dfba 1‘rasad Sai badbikari. ( i F 

,, ,, Sir Satyendra HniM.mnu Sinha K r 

. Maharaja .la^uibndra Natb Ka\ 

,, Mr Bv orukoH ( Mmkrav art i 

„ Maharaja Ranajit Stnba of Nafdupur 

, t Mr R. (Hon. 

The following Members abstained from voting 

The Uon'ble Maulvi Musharraf IluHain. 

„ ^ » $»jn Sltonhi Kanta Achsrv \ a Cbaudburi Bahadur. 

„ ,, Raja Mahtudra Ranjat. Rav ( 'haudhuri 

,, „ Sir IJijay Chand Mahtab, o.s i , k.m I. i.o x. Maharajadluraja Bahadur of 

• - l5ardwun 

The aycij being 10 and the noes 25. the motion was lost. 

The following motion was. by leave of the President, withdrawn : — 

List of Amendments Motion No. 18 . — The Hon’ble Kaja Hrtshikesh 
*aha to itiniie th*t after the word “shall in line 4 of sub-section {3} of the „ 
>roposed new section 63 (clause 3 of ^the Bill) the words “ hear and 11 b£ 
nserted. 
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List of Amendments— Motion No. 19.— The Hon hie HAT RAD1L 

CHAHAN PAL BAHADUR moved that after sub-section (3) of the propose* 
Dew section 0 » (clause of the Bill) the following he added, namely : — 

“(3a' If the Board apply to the Local Government for sanction a 
provided in sub-section (3), they shall simultaneously for 
ward to the Government a full statement of all objection 
and representations made to them under the said sub 
section.” 

The ilonble NAWAB SYED SHAMS-UL-HUDA said •— 

44 I am prepared to accept this amendment with a little verbal alteration 
It should run thus : — 

'(3a) If the Board apply for sanction as provided in sub-section (3] 
they shall simultaneously forward to the Local Gove rumen 
a full statement of all objections and representations mad' 
to them under the said sub-section.* 

The Ilon ble Uni Had ha Charan Pal accepting the above alteration, tin 
motion, in its modified form, was put and agreed to. 

List of Amendments— Motion No. 20.— The Ilon ble RAI RADH^ 
(MIA RAN PAL BA II ABU R moved that after sub-section (3) of the proposed 
new section 6# (clause -> of the Mill) the following be added, namely : — 

“ (3aa) Whenever any notice of the making of any plan is publishe< 
by the Board under clause (/) of sub-section (2), if such notice 
relates to more than one plan, or if more than one such notice if 
published within the period of 60 days from the data* of tin 
publication of any previous notice, tin* Board shall, at the requesl 
of t he ( Corporation or any other local .authority ns aforesaid, allov 
tin* Corporation or such local authority, as the case may be, sued 
further time as may be reasonable to make any representation a^ 
aforesaid.” 


lie said : — 

“ My Lord, a period of 60 days is fixed in t he Bill for considerat ion of tin 
plan of a projected public street by the local authorities. Luring that period 
a local inspection may be made, a sort of informal conference is held with the 
rate-payers, the plan is considered in theGommitt.ee, which takes at least twe 
meetings, and then it comes up to t In* (Corporation, and nearly 60 days are taker 
up in the proper consideration of a single plan. For aught I know, tin* Board 
have got several ready-made plans of projected public streets which may be 
published at once or in rapid succession within the first 60 days, and the local 
authorities may find it difficult to fully consider all the plans within the short 
time at their disposal. To obviate* this difficulty I have* proposed that exten- 
sion of time should be allowed. J hope this amendment, will be accepted.” 

The I Ion* hie NAWAB SYED SI! AMS-UL-1 1UI)A said 

o 

“My Lord, I do not think that this is necessary because I think the 
Trust have power to fix the date, and it is not likely that they would rush 
the Corporation with too many projects at one time.” 

The Hon* hie RAI RAD1IA CHARAN PAL BAHADUR «aid *— 

” ' j ft* 

“What I want to explain, my Lord, is this, that it gives some statuory 
right to the Corporation or other local authority to ask for time*” 

The Hobble NAWAB SYED SHAMS-UL-IIUDA mid:— 

“My Lord, 1 do not think the Hon* bio Member can say that at any time 
4he Corporation asked for time to consider a scheme and time was not given.*’ 
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List of Arrerdmeiits— Motion No. II.— The lWble hr. N lira tan 

Sarkar moved that after the word “street M in line 8 of suh-stMt iou f/>) of the 
pro< osed new section 63 (clause 3 of the hill) the following he inserted, 
namely : — 

“ for a period of live ytiars." 

He said : — 

* My I „ord, the amendment seeks to lay down a time-limit within which 
the Hoard must make up t h«M i* mjnd deiuiiteh in regard to a proposed public 
street after it has been notified as such. As the proposed new section stands 
now, when tie* scheme has passed through the various stages, from tie* prepa- 
ration of plans down to the notification of same by the Local ( ioverninent, the 
character oi a j rejected public stre<t will attach to the area concerned until 
such time as it i^ declared to he a pul 1 e street or the notification is cancelled. 
The omission of any time-lnmt, within which ehhei of these decisions should 
be arrived at by the Hoard, will lead to serious inconvenience to the owners. 
Tin* effect. <>i the notification of any | rejected public street being that a 
status (juo will have to be maintained m regard to the affected area for 
an imh finite length of time ami <j u 1 1 e a number of disabilities will attach to 
the owner's rights of use, occupat n >ti . and disposal of the area under notice. 
The element of uncertainty and tinsctt lenient induced by l he notification 
should not be enhanced by leaving the Hoaid free t«> lengthen out the period 
of suspense indefinitely. 

It is true that a similar provision in the Municipal Act has no time-limit. 
Hut there is a great difference in the matter of new erections. The proposed 
measure will m\est the Hoard with more ample and drastic authority than 
what lias been provided for* the ('aleiitfa t’orj oration under flu* Municipal Act. 
Section :>ob read with .‘ia. in thelatf* r Act deaL with projected public streets 
and it inpose 4 ' no embargo upon the privilege of the owner t > make new 
erections, t In* opera! ion of tin* section b“ing confine 1 to t he setting back of 
any building or wall which has fallen down or been burnt down, or taken 
down so far as they stood across the street alignment or building line o! the 
projected street. In tins view of the matter new erections may he permitted 
within the area of projected \ ublie streets under the Municipal Act, while 
they will l>e prohibited by the Improvement Act. 

Five years is a reasonably long time beyond which the Hoard should not 
take to conic to a decision in this matter : at leas! the ( inveniiucut should not 
allow a longer time. 

The Hon’ble KA1 KADI1A FIJAKAN HAL HAH A 1 >F U said 

“My Lord. I support this armndimnt. It is necessary that there 
should be some time-limit within which a proposed public street 
should either he completed nr abandoned. f 1 1 the absence of any Hindi 
time-limit, and ha\iiig regai d to tin* fact that the scheme might he 
cam elled at any time by the Local < lovennm nt . tin* owners of properties 
affected by the scheme would seriously be handicapped rn dealing with such 
properties* In this connection I would quote t be following from tbe let ter of 
the Fliairman of the For} oration communicating the \iews of the Corporation 
to Government on the subject. The (‘nairman observes ; — 

4 They consider that a t inie-limit should bn prescribed for its operation. 
It was pointed (>n,t that several year* may elapse h< fore a projected public 
street materialises into a sanctioned street scheme, and in not a few cases the 
alignment will ultimately be abandoned. This being so. it would not be 
equitable to prevent landholdersrfrom developing and improving their proper- 
ties for an indefinite lime. Tha lirnii which the Committee proposes is two 
years from the date of the notification of the projected public street under 
section 63 (6). The Committee consider that this perhxl shoujd give* the 
Improvement Trust sufficient time to frame a street scheme afM*4hat~U*e 
limitation should have a wholesome effect in preventing unnecessary delay on 
the part of the Trust.’ +* 
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A public street may l>e projected to-day,* hut it may not be an accotn- 
pi is bed fact ten or twenty yea rs lienee, and in the meantime the owners ol 
properties aUected by the scheme continue to suffer indefinitely. There is z 
strong 1 public fealmg that i Iris * Rtat<* ot things should not be allowed to coinf 
into existence/* 

The Ilon’lilc NAWAB SYK1) SHAMS- UL-1IUDA said 

“ My Lord. 1 am sorry that 1 am not in a position to accept this amend- 
ment. Then* is Rome force in what my hoi/ble friend has said, but the diffi- 
culty is that, if accepted, tin* value of tin* Bill to the Trust will be greatly 
minimised. The whole idea is that plans will be made and gradually carried intc 
execution, lam informed by the (’liairman of the Calcutta Improvement 
Trust that t heir programme will t ake about 20 years to complete, and with 
that knowledge, I find it difficult to say that the Bill itself will serve much 
useful purpose if we put a limit of b years, because after 5 years all the 
notices issued and proceedings taken will be nullified and the same process will 
have to be gone over again, i herd ore, 1 cannot accept the amendment.” 

The Iloi/ble Mr. BOMPAS said 

4 ‘ My Lord. 1 am not abb* to understand how anybody who assents to 
the principle of tin' Bill can support this amendment. The Bill, with the 
concurrence of the Corporation, the Improvement Trust and this Council, 
provides for the laying down of street alignments when it is intended 

to make, a street. That is not an unprecedented provision of law. Jt 
exists in most of the countries in Kurope. Since l!M)!t it has existed in 
Kngland, and in Calcutta for a great many years, and tin* advantage of it 
is obvious. it is so obvious that practically it has been brought into force 
in every country and everybody wants to know why it was not brought 
into force before. If a city is growing it is inevitable that streets will 
have to be made and main thoroughfares opened. It is also clear that 
private individuals will build houses, manufactories and otln*r buildings. 
Idle question is, is it in the interests of tin* community, and is it in 
the interests ol private individuals to allow private individuals to build 

all these buildings on tin* roads wlini you will havr to pul] them down again ? 
Is it, not a mere matter ol eommonsmse if v r are about to make roads 
and erect buildings to exercise a little foresight and see that the build- 
ings are not placed on the lines that the streets are going to follow? 

What object will then* be in saying, you will not build houses on the 

line of future roads for the next byears. and after b years may build them and 
have them pulled down again? I would have a road alignment permanently 
fixed, as in other cities of Kurope. Paris is especially proud in having its 
streets laid down for 2b years hence. Most of the (lennan and Italian towns 
lay out their expected growths for a quarter of a century ahead, and if you are 
going to lay down any streets at all yoii f ought to maintain this principle. 

The alternative idea, the only idea that suggests itself to me as justify- 
ing an amendment like this is that the Trust has been given certain funds 
to carry out certain works, and if the Trust have done their duty they 
should carry out these works in b years. But no one has suggest.!*! that the 
Trust can spend their money in b years; it is financially impossible. With 
the capital at its disposal, the Trust has to turn it over and over again. The 
Trust acquires land, makes roads, sells the surplus land and starts with fresh 
capital. 

What is the iyantage to the private owner of this amendment ? Under 
the Bill as it stiiudfc, if a private owner has land falling within the street align- 
ment, he can call Vpon the Trust at any time to acquire it. Why compel the 
Trust to acquire it if the owner does not wish it? If it suits the private 
individual to continue to*hold his land subject to these disabilities, why not 
allow him to do so? The alternative, if he wishes to get rid of it, is open to 
him, Take the case of roads in the centre of the town : is it to the interests of 
the private individual that the Trust should be compelled to hasten its opera- 
tions ? Loojted at. from the point of view of the private owner surely the more 
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Mow and gradual the operation of tin' Trust the less hardship is it likely to 
inpoee. It may not he so inconvenient Tor hint to sell 10 years hence. 

[ cannot understand, and there is no precedent that I kno\v # of. or any 
egislation in any town in the world, lor having temporary road r alignments, 
[f 150 years ago. when ('alcutta was growing and hnildings Were being 
Meeted, they had exercised foresight ami laid down alignments for broad 
streets, all this expenditure of money would have been saved." 

The Hon'ble Mr. PAYXK said : — 

My Lord, as the Ilon'hlc Kai Kadha ( Miaran Pal Bahadur has referred to 
i letter of mine in Ins speech, I think it is only right that 1 should point out 
hat the quotation read by him docs not refer to this clause at all. It. refers 
o clause '/>/>//; of m cl ion S ol the Schedule and not to the clause under dis- 
*llssion. ,, 

The Hon’ble PAI KAPHA (Ml AKA X PAL 1LUIAPPK said 

“‘My I-nl. I have a motion on this very subject, and I would not 
here fore formally move it. It is differently worded, but may I ha\c the right 
o reply ? ” 

His Kxeelleney Hie PK IMS 1 1 >KNT said : — 

“No. I am afraid the Hon’ble Pr. Xilratan Sarkar alone has tin* right of 
eply. 

1 h e 1 1 < >i j hie Pi;. X 1 L K A 1 A X S A K K A I i said : — 

“My Lord. I moved this amendment on a question of principle as well 
L > a question ol details. First, as to t lie principle, if it, is agreed that there 
hould he a time-limit for the not ilieatmn— and all notifications have a laps* — 
he (iovernment may accept my amendment. If any difficulty should arise 
n practice, they may easily renew t lie notice. Some compromise may be 
irrived at for that purpose. In fact, it may be troublesome to go again 
hrough the details of the various processes required by this section. If 
iceessarv, the notice may be renewed without so much formality and waste 
>f time. 

As regards the details, the Hon hh* the ('hairman of tin* Trust has based 
his arguments upon convenience from tin* point ol view ol the Trust. No 
loubt bis arguments are sound from Ins point of view. Hut from tin* point of 
view* of individual owners, 1 think a t ime-limit would he much mop* eon vemeiit 
to us than to have our land and property indefinitely placed in such a disad- 
vantageous position as is contemplated in *his section. It is true that in tin* 
Municipal Act, for a similar purpose, there is no t imc-limi! . Kut there is a 
vast difference between sect ionXoti of t he Municipal Act ami this sect ion of the 
Improvement Act. Tin* Hon ’hie Mr. Kompas has also said there is nothing 
to prevent the owner from applying for his property being acquired. Kven 
this the owner cannot do unless In* submits a plan, whether bogus or genuimf 
and has it ••ejected hv tin* (’hairman. In these enrumstanecs I would press 
for the acceptance of this amendment. 

The motion was put and lost. 

r ]Mie following motion was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn : — 

List of Amendments— Mottos No. 22. — The Hon Hr. Xilratan 

Sarkar to move that after the word ** declared ” in line St of 
sub-section (6) of the proposed new section (clause 3 of 
the lblL the following be inserted, namely, “ within the said 
period. 

List Of Amendments — Motion No. 23. — The Unu’ble Kai Had ha (Jharan 
Pal Bahadur moved that after the wOrdfl “ ttm. ffitd notification has been 
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cancelled” in lint* 12 of sub-section (6} of the proponed new section 63 
(clause 3 of the Hill ; the following he added, namely : — 

u in which case the fact of such cancellation shall he announced in the 
Calcutta Gazette and in local newspapers.” 

The lion’ hie XAWAB SYKD SIIAMS-UL-HUDA said 

“ My Lord, I am anxious to consider further the principle underlying this 
amendment, hut then* is some douht about the form, and I would ask my 
hon’hlo friend to leave it over for to-day. 

The lion 'hie K A I KADUA rilAKAN PAL BAHAPLK said:-- 
Very well, my Lord.” 

Tin* discussion of the motion was tlien adjourned to the next day. 

List of Amendments— Motion No. 24.— The Hon hie Lai liadhu rharau 

Pal Buhadm moved that after sub-section '/>) of the propo.scd new section 
65 (clause 5 of the Pill; the following he added, namely : — 

" {(\a) \\ here an\ land has been acquired aft* r the issue of a notifica- 
tion under sub-section (fy sanctioning the plan oi the proposed 
public street, the mujer from whom such land lias been 
acquired, or lus successor in interest, shall, if such notification 
is sii bsequently cancelled, have the right to reclaim the land 
on payment oi a sum not exceeding t lie compensat ion paid to 
him.” 

The lion hie XAWAB SVKD SIlAMS-l’L-Il 1’1>A said — 

ll My Lord. 1 may inform my llon'hle friend that we are considering this 
amendment, and. if he agrees, it may he taken up to-nmnow. 

The llon’hle II A I 1IAD1IA t II A II AN • PAL PAIlADl II said 
u \ cry well, my Lord. 

The discussion of the motion was then adjourned to the next day. 

The following motions were then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 

List of Amendments— Motion No. 25.— The lion hie Lai Jiadha 
(Tamil Pal Bahadur to move that 1 after sub-section (0) of the 
proposed new section 63 ^clause 3 of the Bill) the following he added, 
namely : — 

{tiaa' “ Wlum any proposed public street is not declared to be 
a public street under section 65, or section 66, as the 
case may he, within five years from the date of publica- 
tion of the notification referred to in sub-section (6), 
such notification shall be deemed to be cancelled. ” 

List of Amendments— i Motion No. 24.— The Hon’ble Babu 
Mahendra Nath Kay to move that at the end of sub-section (6) of the 
proposed new section 63 (clause 3 of the Bill) the following he added, 
namely : — 

“or 

(c) the expiration of four years from the date of the said 
notification ” 
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•Clause 3. 

Proposed nctr section 03 K S). 

List of Amendments.— Motion Mo/ 27.— The Honblc Balm 

Surendra Nath Hay to move that for sub-sod ion v <*' of t !*«• proposed 
now section 63 (clause 3 of tin* Hill > tin* following be substituted, 
namely : — 

If any person desires to re-erect or a id to any wall or 

building* within the street alignment of a projected 
public street shown in any plan sanctioned by the 
Local Government under this section, he shall submit 
an application in writing to the Chairman for permis- 
sion so to do : 

“Provided that nothing in this sub-section shall relievo any person 
from the liability to obtain such sanction as it, mav l»e 
necessary to obtain under any law for the time being in force 
from any local authority. 

List of Amendments— Motion No. 28.— Tic- llon'Me Hui liadha ci.aran 
Pal Bahadur moved that the words "twelve leet in height including the 
plinth be substituted lor the words "eight feel in height m hue 2 of 
sub-sect, ion (3) of the proposed new section (id elatise d of the Bill . 

He said — 

"My Lord, a wall S fr t in height L p.-rmitfod to in* built within the 
huildiug line but it will be a very low wall and would not b< suflienuit 
proteetion for a house. Twelve feet including the plinth is a fan and 
reasonable height and I hope that tins amendment will h<* accepted. 

The ilon’ble NAWAB SYKI> SI1 A MS-1 ’ L-H V 1 >A said : — 

"My Lord, we are prepared to accept tin* next amembneiit and adopt. 
10 feet as the height if my friend will withdraw this amendment/ 

'Idle Ilon’ble iiAl H AMI A MIABAX PAL BA 1 1 A I M T 1! said.— 

I thank my hon hie friend for wliatever coneession he may he pirated 
t.o make us. 

The amendment was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 

List of Amendments— Motion No. 29.— Tie Hoi/ble Hai Ha dh a f 1 ha ran Pal 

Bahadur moved t hat the words " ten feet be mi I is t it ut ed for t he words ** eight, 
feet in line 2 ol sub-section {3 \ of tin* proposed new section 63 o*lau«e 3 
of the Bill;. 

d lie motion was put and agreed t o. 

The following motion was, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 

List Vf Amendments— Motion No. 30 ■ — The Hon Ide Hnja ffrishikosh 

Laha to move that the words “or building line” in hues d ami 4 
of sub-section (3 of the proponed new section (id - clause d of the 
Bill) I x* omitted. 

List of Amendments— Motion No. 31. — Tin* Hon’lde Hai Uadha Charan 

Pal Bahadur moved that the words 4 * or re-erect be inserted after the words 
44 to erect in line 2 of clause ii, of sub-section of the proposed now 
section 63 (clause 3 of the Bill). 

He said : — 

“My Lord, to be consistent with the opening sentence of the clause (i) 
where the words 44 erect and re-erect ” occur, it is necessary to insert the 
word 44 re-erect ” after the word “ erect ” in the latter part of the clause. 
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Tho Hon’lilo NAWAB SYED SHAM84JL-HUDA said :— 

“My Lord, I accept this amendment.” 

Tim motion was put an*d agreed to. 

List Of Amendments— Motion NO. 32.— The Hon’ble ilai Radha Cliaran 
Pal Bahadur moved that after the word 44 balcony ” in line 12 of sub-section ( 8 ) 
of the proposed new sect ion 05 'clause 3 of the Hill) the words “or verandah 
not exceeding 0 feet in width ” be -added. 

He said : — 

44 My Lord, it was intended in the Select Committee to allow a small 
verandah projecting from tin* main wall of the building over the vacant land 
within the premises in tho roar of the street alignment within the building 
line of a projected public street. A verandah not exceeding 6 feet in width 
in front of a house built on approved architectural design will not only 
add to the convenience and comfortable use of a budding but will enhance 
the beauty and ornamentation of the street frontage. I hope this addition 
will be allowed.” 

Tho Ilon’blo NAWAH SYED SHAMS-DL-II PDA said .— 

“ My Lord, I am sorry that we cannot, accept this amendment. The 
“building line” has already been adopted and we an' not prepared to modify 
it further.” 

The motion was put and lost. 

List Of AmondmOntS — Motion No. 33. — The Honble Rai Uadha Cliaran Pal 
Halmdur moved that after the words “an outhouse not exceeding 15 feet in 
height ” in lines 11 and 15 of sub-section (<S) of the proposed new section 03 
(clause 5 of the Bill) the words “excluding the plinth ” be added. 

lie said : — 

’ k My Lord, an out-oHice Infect in height inclusive of the plinth will render 
the rooms low and ill-ventilated. The higher tin* plinth the better for tin* 
house. I have* added the words “ excluding the plinth in order to encourage 
the building of good and substantial plinths." 

The Hon’ble NAWAH SYEI) SH AMK-UL-1I PDA said 

My Lord, the reasons 1 gave for opposing Amendment No. 32 apply 
equally to this amendment. 

The motion was put and lost. 

List of Amendments— Items Nos. 34 *and 35. — The Hon’ble Raja 
Hrishikesh Laha, with the permission of His Excellency the President, moved 
motions Nos. 51 and 55 together, as follows : — 

44 That the word * sixty ’ be substituted for the word ‘ thirty ’ in 
line 15 of sub-section (8a) of the proposed new section 65 (clause 5 of the 
Bill). 

That the words 4 which period may be extended on application ’ be 
added at the end of sub-section (8a) of the proposed new section 63 (clause 3 
oftheBilP.” 

lie said : — 

“ My Lord, thirty days would be too short a ]>eriod for the removal of a 
wall or a building as the owner will have to take steps for the safety of the 
remaining j>ortion of his house or for building a new wall or for pulling down 
the old wall. This will undoubtedly take time and it would be fair and 
reasonable to allow poor owners to adopt necessary measures for the protection 
of their property.” 
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The Hon ’ble NAWAB SYKI> SII AMS-LL-IIL DA said ■— 

“My Lord, I think it would he hotter if my 11 n'hle frii nd moved 
separately, as we are prepared to accept it, hut not No. ,‘>.V 

The Honhle HA.IA IIHISHIKKS1I LAI I A sail — 

“ I am quite agreeable to that.’’ 

Motion No. .*> 1 was tlien put and agreed to. 

The following motions were, by leave of the President, withdrawn : — 

List of Amendments— Motion No. 35.— The Hon 'hie Baja llrUhikesh 

Lalia to move that the words “ whieli period may he extended 
on application ’ he added at the end of sub-section p'b/ of the 
proposed new section b.‘l 'clause of the Pill . 

Clause 3. 

Proposed neir section 03 W . 

List of Amendments— Motion No. 36.— The Double Kaja Hrishikesh 
Laha to move that tin* words — 
or 

[ii) bet ween the street alignment and the huilding line” 

in lines 4. 5 and b ol sub-section {10) of the proposed new 
section (id 'clause '3 of tin* Bill) he omitted. 

List of Amendments— Motion No. 37.—' Die Hon’hle Hahn Surendra 

Nath Hay to move that the words — 
or 

(it) between the street alignment and the building line ” 

m lines 4, 5 and b of sub-sect ion (10 of tie* proposed new 
solution bo ^clause 3 of the Bill] he omitted. 

List of Amendments— Motion No. 38.— The Hon hle Babu Mahendra 
Nath Hay to move that at the end of sub-section [10) f/7) 
ol the proposed new section btt (^clause d of the Bill) the 
following 1 *e adde<l, namely — 
or 

(Hi' partly within the street alignment and partly hot ween t he 
street alignment and the budding line.” 

'List of Amendments — Motion No. 39. The Ilon’hle Haja Hn.shikesh 

Laha moved that the brackets and words “ including compensation lor 
severance)” he inserted after the word “ refusal” in clause ‘a; of suh-seetion 
(10) of the proposed new section bo [claused ol the Bill . 

He said : — 

“ My Lord, justice demands that when the Trust acquires a portion ol a 
building it ffhall not only pay the value of the land and building, bill also the 
cost of deterioration that would be caused to that building by pulling down a 
portion which would have the eibet of rendering the rest uninhabitable or 
causing groat inconvenience to the owner. In common fairness compensation 
for severance should be granted. 

The Hon’ble NAWAB SYKP SHAMS- UL-H I DA said:— 

4 * My Ijord. I oppose this motion because I think it is unnecessary. The 
acquisition would be under tin 1 Land Acquisition Act and the principle of that 
Act would apply, unless expressly abrogated. The Land Acquisition Act does 
recognise claims for compensation by reason of severance, and therefore I 
think amendment is unnecessary, and I oppose it. 

The motion was put and lost. 
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Tlio following motions won*, by leave of the President, withdrawn 

List of Amendments— Motion No. 40,— The Hon hie Babu Sm 

Natli Kay to move that the words “ or between the street, alignment, ar 
building line, as the ease may lx*” in clause (//) of sub-section (10) 
proposed new section f>3 clause 3 of the Bill) be omitted. 

List of Amendments— Motion No. 41.— Tim Hon bh Dr. Xilratan fc 

tr> mo\e tliat lor the woials, brackets and letter in case (d) y> in Imp 
sub-section (10) of tin* proposed new section 03 fclause 3 of the Bil 
following lx* substituted, namely : — 

. u in both case (a) and case f b)". 

List of Amendments— Motion No. 42.— The llon’ble Dr. Nil 

Sa rkar to • move l hat after tin* words, brackets and lette 
( .is(*^ ' h) in line iM of sub-section (10 ) of the proposed 
HO(U i on b.> (clause 3 of the Bill) the following he ins 

namely : — 

“ at their opt ion.” 

List of Amendments— Motion No. 43.— The lion hh Dr. Nil 

Saik.u to move that before the proviso to sub-section (. 

the proposed new section 03 (clause 3 of the Bill), the folh 
be inserted, namely : — 

‘‘Provided that any land so acquired shall eit her lx* fort i 
added to the street or he kept as an open space for ] 
use, and shall m no case bo disposed of according t 
provisions of section <S].” 

List of Amendments— Motion No. 44.— Tin Tim, ’Ll,, i>,. Nil 

Snrkar t.<> move that ior the proviso to sub-section 1 1 
llio proposed now section fid (clause A of the Bill t In* Toll, 
be sn list 1 1 uted , namely : — 

1 i*on ided further that, in the case oi sueli land as falls v 
the street alignment only, the Board shall not exercise 
option, unless the owner requires the Board to aequin 
same in lieu o| paying compensation therefor.” 

List of Amendments— Motion No. 45.— I lon l, l, KAI IJADIIA rilA 
TA1, I ! A 1 1 A 1 > l ' I i saiil 

My Lord. I should like to move my amendment No. IT, in two part. 

Lea vo was given and the llon’hlo Rai Radha ('liaran Pal Bahadur n 

r"! i i»-iiv < '| V,K ° *'•' s,l ' l ' s, ‘ c * 10, > (10) of the proposed now aovtion 03 (elai 
ol 1 ho Bill) ho omit tod. ‘ <* 

Ho said : — 

My Lord, in tlio proposed suction (>.'5. sub-section (10), option is t 
U> the owner ol the land, who is refused permission to erect, re -e root or 
o a lmtldm.tr or wall, to call upon the Board either to pay him compensi 
lor any damage sustained hy him or to acquire so much of his land as 

"V; « tr , wt L,,lt '*• also provided that it shall he opti 

"i i the Board to acquire the land or building as the case may be in lit 
paying compensation. The proviso nullifies the option given to the owno 
e anses (.,) & { b) of sub -section {10). and is quite inconsistent with t 
ctaus, >s. \V hat you give with one hand you take a wav with the other, 
property belongs to the owner, and it is for him to exercise the or 
either to claim compensation for any damage sustained, and to retain 
property as it stands, suffering all inconvenience and hardships on acc, 
ot its restricted use, or to call upon the Board to acquire the prop 
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in question at once. If the Hoard proceeds to execute the projected public 
street at once, they must acquire tie* property immediately, hut if there is 
delay in executing the scheme the owner has the option either to retain the 
property on payment ol compensat ion hy tin* Hoard or to sell 11 outright o> the 
Hoard. \\ hy should there be again any option in favour of the Hoard ? This 
is neithei fan not ,ptst and will create m tin* minds o( the peoj le an impres- 
sion that the so-called option to the holders of proper! ion iv; illusory. I 
would like to draw \our Kxcelh-ney s special at t ent ion tot Inks, The npi i *n is 
given t o tin* person either to sit Her all t he disaluht ies t ill t In * road is eomplet ed 
or o() years hence hy taking some compensation as damages, or to call upon 
the Hoard tnacquirethe property outright. My Lord, in the concluding portion 
ol the clause, option is given to tin* Hoard, when the amount of compensat ton 
exceed sPt. he estimated cost of acquisition, to acquire the property. I think, 
My Lord, that what is stated in the beginning is nullified hy the subsequent 
portion ol the clause, whore the option is given to t lie Hoard. 

The Hon bio NAWAK SYL!> SIIAMS-T L-H T HA said : — 

“My Lord, 1 do not think that my lion hie friend is right m saying 
that what is given in the first portion is taken away hy the proviso. Thu 
owner ot the land has got the right either t < » elai m eompensat ion or to ask for 
the acquisition of so muefj of the land as lalls within tin 1 street alignment. A 
cast" may occur in winch compensation to he awarded is so largo that it is 
much more convenient to the Hoard, instead ol paying compensation, to 
pay tin* lull value of t lie land, and t li ere fore option has been given to t he Hoard 
in cast" a man comes and claims compensation, to say, ‘No, instead oi com- 
pensation. we will acquire tin* land and pay you the full value,’ so that both 
parties art* on \ery much the same h»oiiiip. t option is given to t he owner t o 
claim either compensation or acquisition. for this reason, I oppose the 
amendment . 

The motion was put. and h»t . 

The 1 1 on hie Kai Pallia Lharan Hal Hahadui then moved that aftei sub- 
seetion ,10 ol the proposed new section f>.‘> 'elans* 1 d ol tie* loll the billowing 
be added, namely : — 

‘Provided that an appeal shall lie to the Hoard against any refusal of 
permission hy the L’liairman as aforesaid.' 

lit* said : — 

“ My Lord, following the Calcutta Municipal Act, where an appeaLJies 
against the decision of the (diairman to the tJeiieral ( ‘oinniit tet*. 1 think there 
should ht* a provision of an appeal to the Hoard against, the ( 'hainuan \s order, 
more so because t he word * (’hairnian lias been substituted in the place of 
the word * Hoard in the Hill. 1 have reasons to believe that it will bn 
accepted by the present Lhamnan of the Hoard. For it will not impair his 
powers and influence which have unrestricted scope, in the Hoard.” 

• 

The II on’ hie XAWAH SYKP SHAMS-FL-H FDA said 

4 ‘ My Lord, we are aide to accept, this amendment with a slight change in 
the wording. We will accept it if put in this form, and as a new sub- 
section {U). 

L {11 An appeal shall lie to the Hoard from any refusal hy the (’hair- 
* manjto grant an application under tin’s section.’ 

The Hon Tie RAI KAPHA (TIAKAN PAL BAHADUR said 

U I accept the Hon’hle Member’s suggestion.” 

The motion was put in the altered form and agreed to. 
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List Of Amendments — Motion No. 46. — The Hon hie Babu Surendra Nath 
Kay moved that at the end ni sub-section (10) of the proposed new section 63- 
(clause 3 of the Bill) the following 1 be added, namely : — 

u Provided further that the owner shall be entitled to damages (if any) 
sustained by him by reason of the severance of such land from his 
other land, or by reason of the acquisition injuriously affecting 
his other property (moveable or immoveable) or his means of 
livelihood.” 

lb* said : — 

“ My Lord, this proviso. I need hardly tell the (Council, is taken from 
section 23, clause ( 1 ) (iv) of tin* Land Acquisition Act. My friend, rife Ilon’ble 
Member in charge o{ tin* Bill, has just now said, in opposing tin* amendment 
ol the Ilon’ble Baja Ilrishikesh Lalia, that inasmuch as the acquisition will be 
made under the provisions of the Land Acquisition Act. the pa -ties will be 
entitled to claim damages for severance. But there may be a zealous Land 
Acquisition Collector who would say that the acquisition is made, not at the 
instance ol the 1 rust but at the instance ol tin* owner o{ tin* propertv, and 
therefore lie is not entitled to any damages for severance, he is entitled only to 
claim compensation (or what is actually acquired. Ol course, 1 can very well 
understand that il there be a good judge, he would give compensation for 
severance also, but why not reallirm the principle? I cannot use the speech 
of my hon bio friend in this Council, after the Privy Council decision and say 
that the Hon hie Member in charge of the Bill has said that, as the acquisition 
is made under the Land Acquisition Act, the claimant will be entitled to claim 
damages lor severance. In these circumstances I do not see any reason why 
the principle which has been already laid down should not 1 >e reaffirmed. 

The II on’ bio NAWAB SYKD SII AMS-PL-II PDA said 

My Lord, I do not think we ought to reaffirm a principle where it is 
unnecessary to do so. Nothing can lx* more clear than this, that the acquisi- 
tion is to be made under the Land Acquisition Act, and the words my friend 
has quoted are taken from the Land Acquisition Act. I do not think it is 
necessary to include them in the new Improvement Act. I do not think any 
Court, can possibly hold that, because the owner of a plot of land exercise's 
the right which tlx* law gives him to claim compensation. In* is therefore not 
entitled to full compensation. If he can go so far as to sa\ that nothing 
should he given lor severance. Ik* may as well say that when the owner of tlx* 
land himself came and asked for acquisition he is not entitled to any compen- 
sation at all. 1 do not think then is any doubt or any mistake that we have 
to clear up, and lor this reason I oppose the motion as being unnecessary.” 

The motion was put and lost. 

List Of Amendments— Motion NO 47.— The Ilon’ble Rai Radha Charan 
Pal Bahadur moved that at the end of sub-section (10) of the proposed section 
63 (clause 3 of t he Bill ^ the following he added, namely : — 

Provided further that if the land falling either within the street 
alignment or between the street alignment and the building-line, 
as the ease may be, is reasonably required for the full and 
unimpaired use of the premises of' which it forms a part, the 
Board shall be bound, if the owner so requires, to acquire the 
whole of the said premises.” 

He said : — 

My Lord, this is practically on the same lines as the previous motion, 
and if the Hon’ble Member is not prepared to accept it, I do not wish to 
waste the time of the Council and would withdraw it. ” 

The motion was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 
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The following motions wmv also, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 

L ,st Of AnrentfmsiTtS— Motion No. 48.— The H.m’ble Hai Radha Charan 
x al Bahadur to move that clause* () Ik* omitted. 

List of Amendments — Motion Ne» t9. — I he Hon’hle Rai Radha ('haunt 
1 al Bahadur to move that in line 11 of clause ti the wortie 
‘twelve feet ” l>e substituted for tin* words/* eight feet,” 

List of Amendments — Motion No. 50. — The Hon l>fc Rai Radha Charan 

Pal Bahadur moved that in line 11 of clause ti the words '* ten feet ” bo 
substituted for the words “ eight feet.'” 

The motion was put. and agreed 1 * 1 . 

The following motion was, by leave of t he President, wit hdrawn. 

List Of Amendment* — Motion N6. 51. — The Jlon’ble Bahu Surcndra Nath 

Ray to move that the words ‘ v or !>uilding-Hne ” in lino 1.1 of clause 6 bo 
omitted. 

List Of A m en d ments— -Motion No. 52-— The Hoiibl* Rai Radha Oharan 

Pal Bahadur moved that clause HA In* omitted. 

He said : — 

‘‘My Lord. Him* clause provides for a pHtmlty f*nr fanfare to Tiunov e a 
building or wall in respect ol which an agreement lias been made, and the 
fine may extend to one hundred rupees. Tins clause is not at all necessary, 
for t he subsequent, clause 7A gives the ( diairman t he power to remove such 
wall or building at the cost of the owner, and in many cases the cost of 
demolition and removal of rubbish is more than met by the sale (4 building 
materials. Where is the necessity, therefore, of having the unpopular 
provision of a prosecution entailing a fine of one hundred rupees, when the 
object is easily gained by tin* demoliftiou of the building by the ('hairinan ? 

1 think, my I>>rd, that this prosecution clause is unnecessary, afc the 
object is easily gained by the subsequent clause.” 

The Hon’hh* RA.IA HRISHIKKSH LAMA said ■— 

“My Lord, 1 beg to support this amendment. This clause provider 
a penalty for failing to comply with the requisition of the Trust. The 
penalty clause's are certainly superfluous, as the removal of a wall or 
building and tine recovery of expenses incurred thereby are provided 
in clause 7A. It will have the effort of harassing people, as the owner 
would he sufficiently punished when he does not get compensation 
for the building he had constructed, and over and above that, to make him 
liable to punishment would !»♦ very harsh indeed. Already the large 
acquisition of lands has made the Calcutta Improvement. Trust very unpopular, 
and this provision will make it doubly so.” 

The Hon ’hie NAWAB KYKD SHAMS-UL-HUDA said 

• 

u My Lord, I do not think that the full significance of this clause has 
been realised. The clause provides that when a person has executed an 
agreement, as provided in section til, if lie fails to remove such a wall 
or building within tin* time specified in the notice, he may come forward and 
say * I cannot do it, you had better do it yourself’, the ('hairinan will then 
do it for him. But if he neither comes and asks t he « 'hairman to do it, nor 
does it himself, he is onlv then liable to Ik* lined. } do not think in a case 
like that there is any question of hardship at all. 

The Hon ’hie RAI RADHA CHARAN PAL BAHADUR said 

“ If I may be permitted to exolain. my Lord, it is not merely a question 
of the removal of a wall, etc. When a written notice is given to the owner, 
and it is not complied with, then the Chairman may prt>ceed to remove such 
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• Nawab Syed Shams-ul-Huda. 

wall or building and recover the cost of same by the sale of materials. This 
ought to be enough. There may be cases in which poor illiterate men may 
not be able to remove the building or the wall within the given time. I have 
great respect lor Mr. Bompas, but there may be underlings in the subordinate 
ranks who might start a prosecution. We cannot expect the President of 
the Improvement Trust to watch all these minor matters. It, is sufficient 
to avoid the contingency of the Board being saddled with apy additional 
cost. It is amply provided for by tin* subsequent clause, and there is no use 
in having a prosecution section again.” 

The 1 Ion’ble NAWAB SYKI) S1I AMS-UL-HUBA said 

” May I add a few words, my Lord ? Section 174A refers to section 1T1A- 

The former says : When a written notice. is not complied with by 

the owner thereof for the time being as provided in section 171A.” It is only 
when you do nothing under section 17lAthat, 174A comes in. Therefore 
if you drop 171 A, 174 A becomes perfectly meaningless.” 

The motion was put and lost. 

, The foil owing motions were, by leave of the President, withdrawn : — 

List Of Amendments— Motion NO. 53. — The Hon’ble Raja Hrishikesh 
Lah a to move that clause f>A be omitted. 

List Of Amendments— Motion No. 54 1 The Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath 

Bay to move that clause 6A be omitted. 

Clause 7 A. 

List Of Amendments— Motion No. 55.— The Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath 
Kay to move that clause 7 A be omitted. 

Clause S. 

List Of Amendments— Motion No. 56.— The Hon’ble Babu Mahendra Nath 
Kay to move that for tin* words “ After clause (4) in ” in line 1 of clause 8 
the following be inserted, namely : — 

u All or clause (6) in sub-section (2) of 

Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned to the next day, Wednesday, the 3rd 
March, HH f». at 1 1 a.m. 

A. W. WATSON, 

Secy, to the Govt, of Bengal 
and Secy, to the Bengal Legislative Council . 

Calcutta ; 

The 27th March , 1915 . 


U 6. Prena— *7-4-1916— 4162J — 600— J. L. C. 



Abstruot of the Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled 
under the provisions of the Indian Councils Acts. JbGl, Jb9‘J and 1909. 
and the Government of India Act , 1912 . 


Thk Council met in the Council Chamber in (Soverninent House on 
Wednesday, the 3rd March, HMf>, at 11 a.m. 


Present : 

His Excellency the Flight Hon’hle Thomas I >a\ i i», Bakon ( akmk iiakl 
OF SKIKUN<i, G C.I.K , (loveiliof of l lie Presidency of 

Fort William in Bengal, presiding. 

Tim Hon’ith* Xawah Syeo Sii ams-fi.-H i da. 

The Hon’hle Mk. N. 1 ). Bkathon Bki.l. c.i.k. 

The Hon hie Sr l'(»i;ON ( i KKKKAK («. F. A. 1 1 A K K IS. (> I. 

Tlit 1 TIon’hh* Mi;. <\ , 1 . Stkv knson-M ook k. <.\.o. 
r riie Hon 'hh* Mk. F. J. Monahan. 

The Honhle Mk. J. (->. (Dimming, c.i.k. 

The Hon hie Mk. d. H. Kkkk, c.i.k. 

Tin* Ihm’IJo Mi:. H. L. Ntkpiiknhon, c.i.i 
T in* H on hie Mk. II. F. Sam man. 

The Hon ide Mk. H. H. ( » KKKN. 

The H on’hle Mk. B. B. Nkwhoi’M). 

The Ilon’hle Mk. H. Bompah. 

The IlonXI^^K, W. W. IIoKNKKK. 

The Hon hh* Mk. (\ Y. Faynk. 

Tile Hon hie ItAl Pkiya Nath Mf KHAK.r, IhloDI K. 

The IWlde Mk. F. A. A. ( Icwi.ky. 

The HorThle Xawah Bahadur ok Mi khhioahao, k.c.s.i , k.e.v.o.. Amik- 
ui.-Omuah. 
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The Hori’ble Du. ^Tlratan Sa*kiCa1:. 

The Ilon’blo Raja 1 1 icisii i k khii I, aha, cm.e. 

The Hon’bln Sir Bijay ( hi ant> Maiitab, k.c.s.i., k.c.i.e., i.o.m., Maha- 
rajadhiraja Bahadur of Hurd wan. 

The II on’lilc Raja Siiosiii Kanta Ai iiakyya CiiAnurirKi Bahadur. 

TIm* II on’Me Raja Dinkndba X mcavan Ray. 

The Horn. In K\i Radha Ciiauan Ral Baiiadd;. 
r rhe Hun’ hie Mi:. K. II. Bray. 

The Hon’Uo Mu. F. H. Stewart. c.i.k. 

The Hon’ble Mu. \V. T. (iuiru. 

The Hon’hle Mu. <». A. I > \ ^ LEY. 

The Ilon'Mn Mu. A. \Y. ( ’. (’iian.in 

The Hon’ble Mu. Hoi. AM llossKIN ( ASMM AuiKK. 

♦ 

The Hon’ble Madlyi Musharraf Hi sain. 

The Horn. In Matlyi A. K. Faz-ui. II 

The Hon’hle Raja Mahendua Ranjan Ray (’hat’DIU ui. 

The Hon’hle Nawvb Saiyii> Naivab Ali ( hat dh uhi , Khan Hahaditk. 
The Hon’ble Bam* Suhendua Nath Banekji. 

Tim Hon’ble Bart Sluendua Nath Ray. 

The Hon ’hie Rai Haui Mohan Chandra Bahadur. 

The Hou’hle Chaudhuki Muhammad Ismail Khan 
The Hon’ble Baud Uuendra Lal Ray.- 
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THE CALCUTTA IMPROVEMENT AMENDMENT' 

BILL, 1915. 

[ The discussion on the ('nlcu'ta Improvement {Amendment' It, 71 . 1U15, 
adjourned J row the 2nd instant, irits reswnrd .] 

DISCUSSION OF AM KN DM KM'S. 

Clause <V. 

List of Amendments— Motion No. 57.— Thr Ib.nhlr bai badha 
( IlAhAX PAL LA II ADL h in»>\«d that elausc S hl> In* omitted. 

Iiu ©aid : — 

“Mv Lord, the introduction of this nnvd clauso D holly opposed I * v I he 
* public. I fail to sou what is the impediment that is sought to he removed hv 
M he mtrodiKition of this elailHe. The Corporation has hoon acquiring land and 
there has boon no difficulty with them for want of a similar provision in the 
( alcutta Municipal Act. I he Land Acquisition (’olleclor or the Tribunal of 
the Improvement Trust have not found any difficulty in acquiring land. This 
provision unnecessarily introduces an element of controversy in the matter of 
valuation. A projected street is framed to-day and a line is drawn in the plan, 
and ten years after the laud is acquired and the road is made. How can the 
increase and decrease ol the value of laud alleged to he due to the projected 
street he determined ? Apiece of land 'allied at ID. 1.000 on the date o| the 
notification of the projected public street is found ten years after, when the 
land is acquired for the purpose of opening out the roid, to value ID. I ,500. 
d lie difference of ID. f>00 cannot, he solely ascribed to the projected public 
street. There is normal growth in the value of land which may he due to 
other factors, such as development of trade, shifting of some particular trade 
from one quarter to atmt her quarter of the town, the expansion of residential 
quarters in the town. etc. Is it possible to ascertain how much of that ID. 500 
is attributable to tin* projected public street, and how much to other 
causes ? Is there any expert who will be able to say that out of ID. 500 
ID. 200 is due to the projected street and ID. 300 to other causes? It is 
als o to be remembered t nat in the fhileiittft Improvement Act the schedule 
modifying the ordinary Lan I Acquisition Act provides that the market 
value of the land- at the time of the declaration for it* acquisition 
is to be taken into account. I must frankly state to Your Excellency 
that there is a great apprehension in our community thaf this clause will 
prove highly oppressive to the persons affected by tin* operations of the 
"Trust, that it will arm the Valuer of tin* Trust, however well-intentioned 
he may bu. with arbitrary powers, and that the valuation will be made on 
a mure speculation as is n >w being done in fixing exemption fees. Already 
tin* valuations of the Trust have created a widespread dissatisfaction, and the 
insertion of this provision in the Bill will deepen and accentuate that fuel in/. 
Much is made of the fact by the ( 'hairman of the Improvement Trust that t he 
(Corporation w^is consulted by the Board before they approached the (Govern- 
ment for legislation, hut no stress is laid on the fact that the (Corporation 
strongly opposed this clause. It is not fair to take advantage of the 
( orporat ion’s support of one clause and to ignore its opposition to another 
danse. Further, as I have said, the public opinion is strongly arrayed against 
it. I may be permitted to state frankly to Your Kxcdleney that the apprehen- 
sion is that, whatever the increase may be. that is to say, the whole of 
ID. 500 in my foregoing illustration, will be set down to the projected 
street, and th<* poor owner deprived of it. My Lord, the operations of the 
I m movement Trust are such that nearly the whole of tlm supposed pons I do 
increase of the value of land is realized from the owners of land and 
buildings, who are mostly poor middle-class people. In England, in the Town 
Planning Act, it is provided that where, by the making of the town-planning 
scheme, any property is increased in value, the responsible authority shall bu 
untitled to recover from any person, whose property is so increased in 
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value, one-half of the aiAouut of the increase. How differently are we treated 
here. ! Lord M or ley, with that tender and generous regard for the attachment 
of the oriental people to their hearth and home, vetoed the proposal regarding 
betterment in the original Calcutta Improvement Trust Bill, but the Act 
is so worked that his generous intention is frustrated and the middle- 
clftss people are crushed by the imposition of heavy exemption fees, and 
this clause will add to their agony. In this connection it would not In*, 
inappropriate to quote the following letter to Government from the Corporation 
of Calcutta : — 

* In recommending the omission of the proposed clause (hh) of 
article !) of the Schedule, the Committee were chiefly actuated by the con- 
sideration of the difficulties which would be likely to arise in the practical 
working of this provision. It is probable that in a considerable number of 
cases there will he an interval of several yearn between the time when a 
projected street is notified under section 63 \ 0 ) and the actual acquisition of 
the land after the approval of a street scheme. The Committee are of opinion 
that in such cases it will be almost impossible to determine what proportion 
of any increase in land value which may have accrued during the interval is 
attributable to the alignment of the projected public street through the area 
in question and in what proportion to the normal rise of land value and other 
causes. It was also contended that in order to arrive at an estimate of the 
appreciation due to the street alignment it would lx* neeessary to go back 
to the period before that alignment was laid down, and it would he difficult 
to ascertain the value of tin* land in question ami land in the vicinity at that 
time. The Committee were also of opinion that, apart from the practical 
difficulties in working, the principle of valuing property at a rate other than 
its market value at the time of the declaration under section (i of the Land 
Acquisition Act is unjustifiable. It was also pointed out that tin* main object 
of the amendment was to prevent the erection of buildings on tin* line of 
projected streets, and that, having secured this end. the Improvement Trust 
ought to take the good with the bad and pay tin* market value of the land 
which they eventually decide to acquire. The Corporation have aligned j re- 
jected streets from time to time under section 3fi6 of the Calcutta Municipal 
Act, and it has not been found in actual experience that any extensive 
increase in the value of land has resulted from such alignments. Tin* 
Committee are of opinion that the same will probably lx* tin 4 cast; with the 
projected streets laid down by the lmju*o\ ement Trust. They consider 
therefore that it is undesirable to introduce any innovation into the existing 
law relating to land acquisition in order to provide for a contingency which is 
not likely to arise* to any substantial degree in actual practice. 

My Lord, I need not now further dilate on the subject, but, after hearing 
what the llon’ble Member in charge of the Bill has to say, T shall quote to the 
Council the opinion of some of the eminent English jurists on tin* subject/’ 

The llon’ble RAJA HRISHIKESH LAHA said 

“My Lord, I beg to support this amendment. This is a novel way of 
fixing the market value of lands falling within the road alignment. There is 
no time-limit prescribed for tin* acquisition of the land, and it would be impos- 
sible for the parties affected to know their position. It gives one the idea 
that the Board will be able to acquire land without, paying proper compensa- 
tion. When there is no time-limit the acquisition may take place many years 
after tin* publication of the notification, and how the market-value can be 
ascertained after the lapse of so many years I fail to understand. If the 
observation of my Hon’ble friend Mr. Payne contained in his letter of the 
12th January last to the effect that 4 it has not been found in actual ex- 
perienco that any extensive increase in the value of land has 4 resulted from 
such alignment 1 he correct, then there is no necessity for this provision, and 
any increase in value that might take place may he divided in equal proportion 
between the Trust and the owners. The clause as it stands would not help 
in ascertaining definitely what proportion of the increase is due to street 
alignment^and" what to a normal rise in value, even if a register of the value 
of the lands affected on the date of the declaration has been prepared in the 
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presencf of tin; parties upon uniinpea<-lial.l>- - vhlenee. The elaiise is v «-rv 
peremptory in ils tone, and the etloot would lie that all the advantages would 
go to the 1 rust even if the rise in value were du - to an accession of trallie or 
to causes ot her than the stivt alignment. I would t hen-fore move for it s 
omission. 


Tin* I Ion JJ.vur SUKKNDI5A NATH KAY mu, I — 

“My Lord, even experienced judges ha ve f, mini it difficult in land acquisi- 
tion cases to find out the present market value < , f land. It would be almost 
impossible to find out what was the market \alue o| land some time, probably 
some years, bob >re tin* act ual acqu lsit ion. ( hie has t o proceed upon con },*« i u res 
and hypotheses, and not upon actual data. Land is not like I m ,d-*-i u IV sold m 
tin* ( a I cut t a M unicipa! Market or ( diet la 1 1 at , t lie price list o{ w Inch is pu bhsiied 
daily or weekly m the Calcutta lluzcttc. it m admit t,*d on all hands that 
then* is a normal rise in tin* price <*f land m < ’alcutta. It would be difficult — 
almost impossibl, — to find out what has been t in* rise on account <»f ihm normal 
rist in Mu price of land and what has l».*en < 1 u • * to tin* declaration of a street 
alignment It is the poor owner of property who will have ? « » Miller, for 
when ( me- * the aw’ard is made by tin* (’o]|e,*tor tin* w!io!»< huidcn o| pi<n*| is 
Ujtoii the claimant to show' wdiat has b*-en tin* n>-* in pric** *»n account o| 
normal rise in price m tin* locality and what on account of the declaration of 
t he st reef alignment. bln* ( !alcut t a ( ‘orporat ni mi iw letter on tin Mibyrt oj 
the < 'alcutta Improvement Amendment Hill ju**tl\ Miys — ‘The t'ommitt,*,* 
are of opinion that, in such cases it will be almost impossiMe to <hternmn* 
what j ropertion o| any mciease m land value which ma\ hav* aciiied during 
tin* interval is attributable to tin* alignment of the project, *«| public or«vt 
through the area in tjuestion and m what proportion to tin* normal use of 
land value m other cases' Moreov **r. from actual experience, tin* (’alcutta 
( '< >rj >< >rat ion is in a ] >osit ion t o st at e that noe\iensi\e increase m tin* \ aim of 
land has resulted from alignments o| pr »j» ,*t, <1 st t e»*t s under "<*<*t nui .'mb of 
the ( ’ulcut t a M unici])al Act . 

I nder 1 1n* ejrcu mst anccs I cannot understand what good vvill result by 
insert mg* a clause m the Act which may have tin* t If. *ct o| put t mg poor p, oph* 
t( unnecessary harassment and trouble." 

The I bubble N A \VA I» SYKD SHAMS-rL-lITHA -aid — 

“My Lord, I~thmk t he amend nient that lire b, < n jumpo-cd m ba^e.j on 
a misapprehension » »f what is intend* <1 l-\ tin clause S A/q. A good d, al 

has been made of the difficulty that will be f< It in finding out to what * M.*nt 
a ) articular cause has led to a rise in the value of a } ien* ol land. bait a*- a 
matter of fact there is no question of finding out anything, but it m only a 
question of disregarding certain factors. Tin* clause runs thus II tin* 

maiket value has been increased or decreased owing to the land falling with- 
in or near to the alignment of a projected public street. Mich mciease or 
decrease shall be disregarded.’ Thus all arguments which are ba-,*d on the 
difficulty for a Court to find out to what extent value has risen <>n account of 
a particular cause* are beside tin* mark. I lien it ha*- been said that where 
there has been a rise in value and the question arises several year*- aft, r. it 
would be very difficult to find out how much of the rise is dm* to other 
causes and how much to the cause referred to in tins clause. If that is a 
difficulty, the Land Acquisition Courts have worked mid, r similar difficulties 
for years. Let us examine the present section i\ of the Land Acquisition 
Act". It says ‘bin tin* Courts shall not take :nt o consideration . 
fifthly , any increase to tin* value of hand acquired likely to accrue from the 
use to wlntfli it is put.’ Does not the same difficulty arise here also? The 
Courts have to do their best, and I have not heard that these dilfieulties have 
prevented Courts from doing justica in land acquisition eases. As a matter 
of iaet.. this clause ( hh ) is only an extension of section 24 of the Land Acqui- 
sition Act. and is meant to meet the new’ elements introduced bv this Hill. 
This clause in the Hill deals with increases likely to take place by reason 
of mere publication of plans of projeeto 1 streets in the value of land winch 
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actually fall within the street alignment or which are adjacent to such 
projected streets. As regards the justice of this provision, nothing has been 
said to show t fiat it L inequitable and that we are in any way depriving the 
land-owners of anything that legitimately belongs to them. The Trust 
publish a Hcliemo and everybody knows that there is a probability within a 
certain number of years of a street passing through a particular locality. That 
causes a rise in the value of land. This clause provides that such rise shall 
be disregarded. It also says that if there has been a decrease for such a 
cause t he decrease should also be disregarded. So it is for the benefit of the 
land-owners as well of the Trust that this provision should exist. I am not 
convinced that a wrong principle has been embodied in this clause. I there- 
fore oppose the amendment.” 

The Hon’bh* Mr. BOMPAS said — 

u My Lord, may I add a few words to emphasize what the Hon bh* Member 
in charge of the Bill has said when he points out that the proposed section 
deals with decrease in the value of land as well as with increase? Of course 
it may be said that if the proposed Hcction is omitted wo can let the ordinary 
law take its course until we see that injustice is done and then amend the 
law. But if we see clearly that tin- Land Acquisition Act as it stands w r ill 
work injustice and cause hardship to private individuals, why should we not 
avoid that by amending t ho law when we have the chance ? from t die discus- 
sion which took place yesterday* on some of the proposed amendments it is 
quite clear that Members of this Loaned see that the fact that a street align- 
ment has been laid down will have a prejudicial efloct on tin* value of property 
Jailing within that alignment. Take the case of a rented house. A man 
wants to let his house ; but who will take it if he cannot make the neces- 
sary alterations to suit, the business to be carried on in that house? Then, 
again, a man want s to sell a house. Who w r ill buy it. for residential purpose?, 
if it is known that in ten years it. will be acquired and demolished by the 
Trust. Obviously there would be fewer competitors for properties falling 
within the street alignment, and if your competitors fall off it means that your 
price diminishes and t ho market value of the property is decreased. The 
Trust then comes to make its roads. The Lollector has no option. The 
(ollector, under the law as it. stands, has to acquire the property* rft the market 
value. Is it fair that the Trust should first of all by* notification diminish 
the market value of the property* falling within the street alignment and 
then aequire it at. the lower value? It seems to me most unjust and pre- 
judieial to the interests of private land-owners, and it seems to me that this 
is the most important aspect, because whether the Trust acquires any* given 
property outside a road alignment is problematical, hut what is certain is 
it lias to aequire the property* within the line. It. is uncertain to what 
extent there w*ill be land speculation, leading to inflated prices of land outside 
the alignment, but it seems to me absolutely* certain, and this view* must be 
shared by everybody, that there will be a distinct depreciation in the value of 
lanl within the street alignment.. Therefore, I would ask the mover of 
t his amendment to he very* careful how far ho presses it. So much for the 
case of decrease. As regards the increase, it seems to me that if y*ou take 
it one way* y*ou should take it the other way also.” 

The Rouble Baih 8ITREXDRA NATH BAXERJI said 

“ My* Lord, it seems to me from the observations which have fallen that 
this amendment is largely inspired by a keen regard for the interests of the 
ratepayers. 1 am very much obliged to the President of the Improvement 
Trust Tor his developing this regard, for I fear that he has ' never been 
credited witli a feeling of regard for the interests of the people. 

Be that as it may, my Lord, here stands out this fact that the represent- 
atives of the ratepayers, who might be imagined to be as keenly interested 
in their welfare as the President of the Improvement Trust, do not want 
this amendment in the interest of the ratepayers. Their representatives 
— duly elected and authorised representatives — are against an amendment 
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which the President of the Improvement Trust wants <>n then l m dial t. 
Whose authority is this Louncil to aeee| t on an occasion like this, that nf the 
Hon Tie Mr. Kompas who constitutes himself as t heir protector, or t lie t wo 
Hon hlo gentlemen "ho ha\e heen returned as their representatives? 1 think 
that there can he only one answer to ihi> question, viz.. \\<* ought to accept 
the authority of the Hoifhle Rai Kadlia Charan Pal Kahadur and the Hou’blc 
Raja Hrishikesh Laha. 


Another observation lias been made by t nr lion blc Member who has ]iist 
spoken. He thinks that the Land Acquisition Act is hound to operate 
harshly and even unjustly unless it 'is amende I u j on the line> suggested. 
I think we might as well wait till the Land Acquisition Act has heen in 
operation for some time. It represents the accumulated wisdom of a large 
number of experienced lawvers and administrators. Whv take a leap m 
the dark unless upon the basis of actual fact and actual experience? 1 
think that if it is found as a result of the operation of the Laud Acquisition 
Act. in regard to this particular class of eases, that injustice i^ done or that 
hardship is the result, this Council might be trusted to remedy the hardship 
and remove the injustice. 1 do not see why it is necessary to take a 
jump into the unknown against the protests o| the recognised represent- 
atives of the people. There is already an uncertain element in the Land 
Acquisition Act . and you int roduee allot her uncertain element . \ iz.. whether an 
increase or decrease m tin* value of the land will take place as the result of 
this alignment. In tdiis matter it sreins to me that we ought l<> wait and 
see how the Land Acquisition Act operates and then, if m cessan , the 
legislature might be mo\ed to remedy any defects or to remove an\ 
e rievances. 


The Hon bio LAI KAPHA ( II A KAN PAL KAIIAPLK said : — 

My Lord. I may l»e permitted to say a few words in repl\ . The 
Hon hie Member in charge of the Kill, if I ha\e followed him right, has 
observed that this clause is a very innocuous one; it is that the increase 
in the value of the land will be disregarded and nothing further will he .bun;. 
If I have understood him right, that was the gist of his observations. My 
Lord, from an ordinary commonseiise point, of view' I might explain the 
situation. *A projected street is prescribed to-day over a certain area ; 
20 years after certain premises a re acquired, when tin* projected street is 
taken up as a regular street scheme for the purpose of opening up the road ; 
to-day the value* of that piece of land is Ks. 1,000 per coital) ; 20 years 
after, when it is declared for acquisition, a man comes before the Land 
Acquisition ( -ollector and claims lie. 1,500 per eottali and cites the ordinary 
market value according to the records of sales in the locality and proves that 
the value is Ks. 1,500 per eottah. It will then be said that this increase 
of Ks. 500 is due t o the projected public street and must be disregarded, and 
my contention is t his. that then 1 are several factors which wull support that 
increase and not- merely t he projected public street. The Hon’blc Member ha** 
quoted clause * fifthly of section 25 of the Land Acquisition Act. My Lord, 
several lawyers and others, who are also chiefly interested ni the ( iiy of 
Calcutta anjl have large stakes in the city, have considered i his question 
within the last few* months, and have discussed the provisions of the 
Kill, and they all think that this provision is very prejudicial to the parties 
concerned. Regarding the use to which a particular property is put. I can 
quite understand that that should not he disregarded. A certain property is 
ordinarily used for a residential house, but if it is intended to be used for a 
mill or anything of the kind it will no doubt appreciate in value on account of 
that use, and that use will be disregarded. I have got a piece of land on the 
bank of the river which is a garden house. I can come up to the Land 
Acquisition Collector and say that though its value is Rs. 200 per cot-tali, I 
can get a mill-owner to buy it for Ks. 500 per eottah. That fact will, 
however, be disregarded. That is a tangible thing which, can be proved or 
disproved, but the fact whether the value of land is raised from Rs. 1,000 
to Rs. 1,500 and the increase of Rs. 500 pf?r eottah is d re to a projected street 
or is due to normal growth in the value of the land is not possible for the 
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Land Acquisition Collector to investigate and to decide in awarding com- 
pensation on that basis. Then I will quote the opinions of English autho- 
rities as expressed in the Report of the Select Committee appointed by the 
House of Lords in 180 t on tie* subject. 

In that report 1 find the following opinions recorded : — 

Rut the effect of the public works in raising the value of neighbouring 
lands is shown by experience to be uncertain. Whether in any particular 
case it is possible for a valuer To pronounce that such an effect had been 
produced by the completion of any public work, is a point upon which the 
evidence of eminent valuers differs greatly.’ 

My Lord, the actual improvement remains to bo effected ; the line is drawn 
by the Trust aud the improvement may be effected 2*) years hence. I can quite 
understand that when a road is completed and all the buildings abut on the 
road, then there may be reasonable increase m the value of the land. Rut 
here, my Lord, the line is drawn now. and it is assumed that 20 years lienee 
the value of the land will be increased. Then, my Lord, about the decrease in 
value of the land, I cordially appreciate tin* motive that has induced the 
lion ble Mr. Rompas to support this proposal. It is m fact his own proposal. 
There is n<> similar provision in the (’alcutta Municipal Act. 1 have given very 
careful attention to the observations that have fallen Ironi the Hon bit* Mr. 
Rompas, and I have discussed the matter with him and with many friends who 
have some experience. 1 will cite one hypothetical case. If I have got a 
one-storied house on a street, which falls within a projected street. 1 cannot 
make it. two-storied ; the value sterilises therefore. If I sell that one-storied 
house, I may sell it for Rs. 5,000, but if the man who buy* it is permitted to 
build a second storey without being liable to remove it he can sell it for 
Rs. 5,000 ; but as he cannot do s> the value sterilises, and so there is no 
decrease, and therefore I can see no advantage to t In* people by tin* retention 
of this clause'. On the contrary then* is risk of considerable injury to the 
owners of the property. My Lord, I may be* permitted to lay one fact before 
your Lordship, and it. is this, that it is not tin* big landlords that will 1 m* affect- 
ed by the Rill, but it is t he vast majority of poor middle-class people who are 
merely dragging on their way, trying to make both ends meet as traders or 
clerks, and sticking to their ancestral hearths and homes and living under the 
beneficent rule of the Rritisli (lovernment. These are the people who will 
be affected ; they an* not well conversant with the art of agitation which 
reverberates through the halls of 1 his ( ’ouneil. There is a genuine feeling 
of alarm and dissatisfaction in our community, aud I earnestly pray, my Lord, 
that this clause may 1m* omitted from the Rill. We have got. three years’ 
experience of the working of this Act, ami we do not think that any east* has 
been made out for the* incorporation of this clause in the Rill/’ 

A division was taken with the following result : — 

A i it' i* — 1 6 i \ot>ft — 2 1 . 


I ll*’ Hon’blo Bubu Suremira Nath Ray. 

Dr. Nilratan Sarknr. 

Raja llrishikcsh Lnhu, c.i K 
.. Mr. Golam Hussein Cassini AritT. 

Maul\i A. K Fnz ul lla«| 

Rahil Surondra Nath Banerji 
.. Rai IlariiDohau Chandra Bahadur 

• • Chaudhuri Muhammad I-mail 

Khan. 

Rai Rndha Charan Pal Bahadur 
.. Balm t’pendra Rai Ray. 

Mauhi MushurafT Husain. 

liaia Should Kanta Acharyva 
Chaudhuri Bahadur. 

.. Raja Dinondru Naraiu Ray. 

Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad, 
Andr-ul-Omrah, K.(\8.i., k.c.v.o. 

Nawab Sttjfd Nawab Ali Chau- ■ 
dhuri,*&rmn Bahadur. 

Sir Bijay Chand M ah tab. K.r.s.i., 
K.Cil.K., I.O.M., Maburajadhiraja j 

• Bahadur of Burdwan. i 


The Ilon’blo Nawab s yed Sham*,-ul~Huda. 

Mr N. D Brut '•on Boll, c.i e 
M r. J. (i. I'lirniniti};. c.i.e 
Mr J. II Korr. < l.t. 

Mr II. R. Mopheiison < .i.E. 

Mr. II. F. Sammaii. 

Mr II. H. Green. 

Mr. F A. A. Covylov. 

, , Mr. B B. Newbould. 

Mr. C. J. Stevenson-Moore. r.\ .o. 

Rai Priya Natli Mukhorji Bahadur. 
Surgeon-General G. F. A. Harris, 
c.s.i. 

.. Mr. C. F. Payne. * 

Mr. C. H. Bompa". 

Mr. W. \V. Horne! I . 

., Mr. F. J. Monahan. 

Mr. \V. T. Grice. 

Mr. G. A. Bay ley. 

Mr. A. W. C. Chaplin. 

Mr. Bray. 

Mr. F. H. Stewart, c.i.t. 



i?ai 11. C. Pal Bahadur : Natcab St/ed Shams-ul- Hilda. 
The foil owing members were absent : — 


The Hon*ble Mr. P. ('. T.von, r.s.i. 

Mr. B. C. Mitru. 

Mr. II. J. Hilary. 

,, Maulvi Ma/itarui Anwar Cliamllniri 

N(i\v:U» Suiyid llo^am Huiiitr Cl«aie 
dliun, KKan Bahadur. 

« Bahu Mtthemlru Nath Kay, < i.E. 


Tho Ilon’Ht- Kai IVa-anna Kumar Kay Uulmtiut. 

• • Kai Vjtlimuviia liii'-u Bahadur 

.. l>r lM»a Kra^ad Nirkuliukun, t .I.E. 

Nr Nity. ndiu Pm-anna Nnlta Kl 
.. Maliat ii|.i d.madindr.i Nath Kay. 

.. Mr B\«uim«».|i t huki a\ urti 

Maharaja Kanajit Siuha of NukIu|»,ii\ 
Mr K («h*n. 


The following 1 member abstained from voting : — 

The Hun lilt* liaju Mahriuira Kuujun Kay Cliatiiliuiri 

Tile ay os bring 16 and tho noos iM, the motion was lost. 

The following motions won*, by loavo of tin* President. withdrawn : — 

List of Amendments— Motion No. 58. — J I i < ' Hon bb* Kaja Ilrishikesh 

Laha to move that clause S {Id, he omitted. 

List of Amendments— Motion No. 59.—' 1 bo 1 1 * in blf l»abu Surondra 

Nath Kay to move that olauso S hi, hr omitted 

List of Amendments— Motion No. 60.— Thr II nil, KAI KAPHA 
C HA KAN PAL KAIIAPl K movrtithal in lino '1 of clause S hi thr words 
“solely by reason of br substituted for th,* words ’’owing to.” 


Hr said : — 

My Lord, now that thr previous amendment is lost, I hope tin* llon’ble 
Member will accept this amendment and clearly indicate in the clause that 
only such mereas** and ibeiv.’n. 1 ,»! valuation tin,* solely to the land falling 
within tin* street alignment shall be di^n gar, h-d. 

This is tin* intention of tin* Hon Me Member, I think, and it should be 
clearly stated so as to prr\n*t, any ambiguity. 


Tho Hon ’hie NAWAK SYKP SH AMS-LL-H I PA said:— 

“My Lord, so far as this amendment, goes, it is merely a matter of draft- 
ing. We all think that, what the clause aims at is to lay down that so much of 
any increase or decrease as is due tothe land tailing within or neru to the 
alignment of the projected public street, shail be disregarded. I am not 
personally convinced that, there is any doubt as regards the meaning of the 
clause as it stands in the Kill, but if my friend prefers, I am prepared to 
change the wording a little and put it in this way: ’If the market value has 
been increased or decreased owing to the land balling within or near flu* 
alignment of a projected public street, so much oj tic increase or decrease as 
may he due to such cause shall be disregarded. Kut it. appears to me that, such 
a change is not really necessary. 


The Ilon’ble KAI KAPHA CIIAKAN PAL KAHAPLK said 

” I thankfully accept t his “modification. It L on the same lines as my 
amendment No. 6,‘» where very similar words occur. 

The motjoii was then put in the following form and agreed to : — 

That after tie* wonis “ public street in clause K ! Lb the following words 
bo substituted for those now standing in the Hill, namely : — 

41 so much of the increase or decrease as may bo duo to such cause shall 
be disregarded.” 
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List of Amendments— Motion No. 61.— The Hon’ble RAI RADHA 
CHAR AN PAL BAHADUR moved that the words “ or near to” in line 3 of 
clause 8 ( bb ) he omitted. 

He said : — 

“ My Lord, this clause speaks not only of land falling within the align- 
ment of a projected street, hut also of land falling within or near to the align- 
ment of the projected street. I can understand the acquiring of land falling 
within the projected public street, hut I fail to see why the land near to 
it should also he taken into account. Large and extensive quantity of surplus 
land is included within the zone of acquisition and the retention of the words 
‘near to will evidently apply to the surplus land. As surplus lands are ex- 
empted at the discretion of the Board under section 78 of the Act or disposed 
of under section 81 of the Act, absolutely on the Board’s own terms, where is 
the necessity of applying this provision to the surplus land ? This provision 
is not to bo found in the Bombay Improvement Act or in the English Town 
Planning Act.” 

The llon’hle Dr. NILRATAN SARKAR said 

“My Lord, I beg to support this amendment. The expression ‘near to* 
appears to be very vague, and it should not find a place in any legislation. 
It might mean 100 or 1,000; it might mean anything. It might be near to one 
alignment or it may he near to another, for that reason the owners of a 
particular plot may he afiecled. I can well understand t he appreciation of a 
plot, of land near some alignment of some pi ejected street, hut, I fail to 
understand why there should be any depreciation at all. It appears to me 
that there is some inconsistency also in tin* framing of this amendment . On 
tin* whole I think 4 near to’ should be omitted.” 

The llon’hle NAWAB SYED SllAMS-UL-llUDA said 

“Mv Lord, I am sorry 1 have to oppose this amendment. It seems to 
mo that the principle is the same whether the land falls within a street 
alignment or is near a street alignment. Language* is always more or less 
uncertain, hut we can trust to the judgment of those who will deal with the 
matter to determine \\ hat is near and what is not near. We have, in some 
parts of the Act, referred to lands atfocted by a particular scheme. The same 
difficulty would probably arise* in determining what are the precise lands that 
have been affected by a scheme and what art* the lands that have not 
been so affected. When land falls outside a street alignment, but near 
it, then' will naturally be a great deal of increase in the value of it, and 
if the land falls within a street alignment, there may also be increase due to 
speculators coining in and trying to got. a high value from the Trust as com- 
pensation. So that under all circumstances it seems eminently desirable to 
provide' for both cases, as tin' Trust will have to acquire not only what land is 
necessary in order to make a road, but also land near it. For these reasons 
such a provision seems to he necessary and 1 do not think we can accept the 
amendment. 1 ’ 

The Hon’ble Baiut SUREN DR A NA1TI BANERJI said 

44 My Lord, I am sorry that the speech of .the Hon’ble Member in charge 
of the Bill is very unconvincing. The whole objection to that phrase ‘near 
to’ is its vagueness. My friend says that those who administer the law 
might In* trusted to specify according to their judgment what should be 
understood by that phrase in a particular ease. My Lord, we ai'e making the 
law, and there is no reason why we should not take upon ourselves the 
responsibility of specifying what we mean by that expression. I think 
it is hardly consistent with the dignity or the duty of this legislature to keep 
a vague phrase like that and thus shift the responsibility on to other shoulders. 
Its vagueness is its greatest objection, and we ought not to allow vague expres- 
sions of thcCt kind to find a place in the laws framed by this Council. We hope 
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that Your Lxcolloncy will kindly reconsider tin* position which has boon 
taken in this matter ami will not allow this matter to be left to bo dealt with 
later on h\ administrators of tin* law who may not have the saim* opportunity 
of knowing things as wo have at present/’ 

The Hon’ble MAULVI A. K. FAZ-UL-HAQ said: — 

* 

M.v Lord, if I venture to interpose in this diseiission it is not because 
1 xxisli to add to the discussions that have already clustered around this 
unfortunate clause ol the Hill, hut because I wish to make it (dear m this 
Council that the Hon’ble Member m charge of the Hill has almost, if 
i may use the expression, added to niir eon fusion. I he Hon hie Member has 
said that language and legal language must always be more or less vague.’ 

Tim Ilondde NAWAH SYKD STT A MS-U L-ll U I >A said:— 

“ I never said that.” 

The Hon ble MAULVI FAZ-UL-HAy said :— 

‘*1 understood t lie lion hie Member to say that language cannot, be 
precise ; in all cases it may be more « > r less vague. Hut so far as wo 
art' concerned he said this mu<*h. that so far as the purpose of legislation 
goes, we cannot provide lor all possible cases, and our language must neces- 
sarily be vague. 1 take exception to this statement, because if legislators 
lea\e their language more or less vague they will not only add to the 
ditlicult ics of lit igants, but to I lie task w hich ( ’oiirts have m administering t he 
law. Moreover. I do not think that the words ‘mar to’ are of smh a 
character that they can be easily appreciated even by those who will he 
responsibile for administering the law in all cases which may come before 
them. The I Jon hie Hahn Suivndra Nath Hanerji has said that language 
should he clear and precise, and he lias also e xpressed a desire t hat in passing 
this provision into law the language should be made as clear and distinct as 
possible. I think, my Loid. it is not possible even for a legislature to define 
words so vague as ‘near to/ It may mean !<) yards, 1,000 yards ; it may 
mean 10 miles. 

If this is so. I respectfully submit that an expression of such a 
character should, be omitted from any legislation that we may undertake. 
With these words, I support the amendment. 

The Hon ble NAWAH SYKD SHAMS-UL-HUDA said 

“My Lord, with reference to what has been said by the Honble 
Maul vi A. K. Faz-ul-Ihuj I may say that I could not possibly have said all 
that lias been attributed to me. I know it is impossible always to express 
with precision everything that we want to convey. If we could do that, 
probably my friend the Hon’ble Maulvi Faz-ubHinj would not have been 
when* he is now, nor I where I am. We have to take human language with 
all its imperfections. If my friends were willing to assist us, they might have 
proposed a limit, say, of 200 or 300 feet.” 

The Hon’ble Ha nr SURKNDRA NATH HANKIUI. interrupting, said * — 

“ Why should not we do it now ?” 

The Hon’ble NAWAH SIIAMS-FL-IIUDA continuing raid 

“No one has come forward with any such proposal and no amendment Ofi 
these lines can now be considered. Now. if we look to Legislative enactments 
generally, we do not always find absolute precision. For instance, in this 
very Act you have the provision that any provision of this Act may be 
extended to any municipality in the neighbourhood of the Calcutta 
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Municipality.’ Has it been defined what exactlv the word ‘neighbourhood’ 
means or what distance, eonstit iit^w neighbourhood ? I can find hundreds of 
words of the same kind. As I have said it is impossible to define everything 
with scientific precision. A good deal must, he left to the judgment and 
commonsense of the Court that will adjudicate on the value of land. We 
cannot make everything absolutely clear. ’ 

The Ilon’ble Mm BOM PAS said 

u Mv Lord, may 1 point out that although the word ‘near’ may be vague, 
there will be no vagueness when you come to deal with concrete cases. If it 
were projx>sed to pass a law t hat when land is taken up near an alignment, 
the Collector shall pay double its value or half its value, then it would have 
been necessary to define with the utmost preciseness the limits within which 
such remarkable provisions should prevail. But. as it is. in every ) articular 
ease the question will be whether the value ol particular property has been 
aileeted, that is, increased or decreased by the algntneni, and that is a 
question which can be decided m each part icula r case, because obviously the 
decrease and increase will have t,<> be marked and the person who claims it 
will have to prove the maiket value <>| that } lot o{ land and that it is not tin* 
same as the maiket value o( similar ph>1s oi land m the neighbourhood. 
Tlierehne it does not matter. \ on will not have to decide in any j articular 
case whether the land is sufficiently near or sufficiently far Imin the road 
alignment to take m or out o| this clause. All that the (\Jlector will have 
to decide IS whether it has been affected by its pioximity. 

The Ilon’ble BA I RAMIA (II A BAN PAL BA HA UP B said:— 

“My Lord, I do not wish to raise any controversy with the Hon hie 
Member in charge over the e.xpiession ‘near to.' Moie competent persons 
than myself — my llon’ble friend liabu Surendra Nath Baneiji and Maulvi 
Kaz-ul-lluq — have dealt with it. 1 do not quarrel with the I lon’ble Member 
in charge. I crave lot a sympathetic hearing at his hands. My Lord. I 
have gained some experience of the working ol the TruM m various 
('oinmittees and Sub-( Vmmittees. and 1 wish to know — and it i**« vat to be 
stated — what is the reason of having these words ‘near to ? My Lord, 
a street scheme is published ; there is the line drawn for a lUO-feet road 
and the blue verge ol acquisition goes some :.'<>(> or .“.(K) fe< t on both sides of 
the street. That is the zone ol acquisition of surplus lands. Therefore untier 
section 7S ol tht‘ Act t hese surplus lands outside the actual roadline are set 
free on payment of eeitnin exeiiqtion Ices. This is the way the Trust is 
working for t he last three years and tlieie has been no difficulty’. Sitting 
in small committees, what I have found is this: a man's property falls 
on tin' roadway m a 100-leel road ; he has got another piece of land 
which is by the side of it ; and it is said that if you give up this land 
free and pay us something in cash t h'en we will exempt tie* land which 
is outside the actual roadhne. This is tin* way in which section 7S is 
worked Jt is a technical section, and 1 do not know whether 1 have made 
myself clear, but this is the way tht* operation of the Trust is going on. 
There has been no difficulty as regards the acquisition of land falling 
within the roadline and as regards the fixing of exemption fee- — when* is 
the necessity of inserting the wotds ‘ near to ‘ again? The Hon'ble Member 
in charge has not given us any special reason or cited any concrete case 
which requires the insertion of these words. Mv. Lord, as regards ambiguity*, 

1 will say this. \\ e have todeal with a lot of ambiguities and. where s|»ec;ally\ 
as we have no appeal to the Tribunal, we have to submit to the interpretation 
of the Board. Take, for instance. Pouncil House Street : supposing it is to he 
widened 100 feet ; within sav about 60 or 70 or 100 feet there is an Insurance 
office, who have got a ] iece of land in (fid Point House Street. It may he 
$aid that the value of that land has been increased. That is the reason why 
tli ere is apprehension in public mind. In Bombay there is some limit to the 
acquisition of the surplus land. I understand it is SO feet there on both 
sides of the sttect. Having regard to these facts, I think it would be a 
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gracious concession to public opinion if these words are omitted. The Trust 
would not he a loser by a single farthing — the Hon’hle Mr. Hompas will see to 
that.” ; - 

A division was then taken with the following result. : — 

A yen — 17. — 21. 


Tlif Ilon’hk- Bahu Surendra Nath Hay. 

Tin- Hon’hle Dr Nilratan Sarhar 
Tilt- Hon'hh' Kujn Hrdiikesh Luha, < l.K 
Tin Hon'hh- Mr. (itdum Hussein i m» ArifT 
Tht* 1 lonhlc Muulxi A. K Ka/-ul Hat). 

The Hon’hh- Halm Sureudru Nath Banrni. 

The 1 1 on’hh* Hat Hart Mohan Cliumlru Bahadur. 
Tht- Hon'hh Chamlhun Muhammad I-unail 
Khan 

Tin* Hon’hh Hai Hatllta Outrun l*al Bahadur 
Tin Hon’hh Bahu Cpendru Lai Hh> 

Tin- Hon’hh MuuKi Musharraf Humuiii 
Tin Hon hi* Baja Mio-ln Kanta Achurvya 
Chamlhuri Bahadur. 

Tin- Hon’hh- ltuja Maiietidru Human Hax 
Cha’idhuri 

"i'ht Hon'hh- Uu|u Dnn-ndra Naruxan Huy. 

The Hon’hh- Nass ah Bahadur of M ursludahad, 
\ tiii r-ui - < )inrah. K t s i , K.r.x .< * . 

The Hon hh Naxvah Saixnl Nawah Alt Cliuu- 
dhurt Kiiau Bahadur. 

'Hit' Hon'hh' 'ir Bijay Chand Mahtah, K.t .h.i., 
k i i.f... I " M., Multara |ndhira ju Buliutlur 
of Burdwan 


Tht- Hon'hh- Nawah Syt-ti SlmtiiNit) Hnda. 

Tht 1 Hon'hh* Mr. N D. Benlnon Hell, t.i.R. 

The Hon’hle Mr J (1. Cumming, t l.K. 

The Hon’hle Mi. J. II. Kerr, < .l.K. 

The Hon'lde Mr. II L Mej.ht ‘TIMUl, i 1 
The Hon’hle Mr. II, K Samiuun. 

The Hon'hh' Mr. H H (iieen. 

The Hon'hh* Mr F. A. A. Cowley 
The Hon’hle Mr. B. B. NewUmhl. 

The Hon'hle Mr C -J Stt*\ eiihoii- Moore, f \ ti. 
The Hon hit Hat Friyu Nath Mnkht-rji Bahadur 
The Hon'hh- Surgeon (ieut-ral h.F \ Hums. < .■ I. 
The Hon'hle Mr C F Fax... 

The H'tn’hh Mr C II Botnj>us,. 

The Hon’hle Mr \\ \V Hoinell. 

The Hon'hle Mr. F ,1 Mttnahan 

Tilt llou'hle Mr W T (iriet 

The Hon’hle Mr. <i A. Bavlev 

Tht Hon'hle Mr. A. W C Chaplin 

The Hon’lile Mr Unix 

The Hon'hle Mr F. H St« v> art, < .1 K 


Thr following Mniibrrs wnr absent : — 
Tin I lon’hh Mr B l Lx <ui > > i 
The Hon’hle Mi B C Mitm 
The Hon hit Mr 11. . I II darx 
I’ht- Hon’hlt MauKi Ma/haiul Anwar Chau 
(lltui i 

Tht H ttn'hlt Nawah Kuiyitl H oh - 01111 Haider 
Chamihuri Khan Bahadur 

The Hon’hlt Balm Mahendra Nath Hax , t l.K 
The 1 (on 'hie Hai Pnf-uunu Kumar Hux Bahadur. 


Tin II ttn’hlt Hat Nulinak'hu Ban Baltaiior 
I’ht Htin’hlt Di I >t ha Fne-unl Narhadiiit m i, 
< .1 K. 

Tie Hon'hh s ir Salxendra I'lU'iinnu Siuha K i 
Th. H on hie Maharaja Jueudindra Nath Hay. 

Tlte Hon’hh Mr Bxontke h < liakrux art i. 

Tht lioti’hli .Maharaja Hauajit Sinha ttf Natdii 
pur 

Th. Hon’hh Mr H Glen 


rin* nvrs bring 17 and tbc nors 21, tin* motion was lost. 

Tin* following motions vvmv. by leave o{ tin* President , withdrawn : — 

List of Amendments —Motion No. 62.— Th*- Hon'lde Dr. Nilratan 

Sarkar t<» move that tin* words * 4 <>r near to ” in J 1 1 j f * 'A of 
clause N ///> be omit tod. 

List of Amendments— Motion No. 63.— If motion No. 5 7 be not 

carriod. tin* lion bln Hai Radba (’baran Pal Bahadur to move 

* that lor the words ‘ A such ineroaso or decrease shall bo dis- 
regarded in lines -I and 5 of clause H ^ />/> ' tin* following Im 
subst itutod, namely : — 

” so imirli only of tin* increase or doerease. if any. as may b<* 
duo to hu cb cauHo shall bo disregarded. 

List of Amendments— Motion No. 64. — If neither motion No. 57 nor 

motion No. t>3 bo carriod, the Hon'hh* Rai Had ha Charan Pal 

• Bahadur to move that tin* brackets and words “of any)” bo 
inserted after the word “decrease in line 4 of clause H (bb). 

t 

List of Amend meats — Motion Mo. 65 . — The Hon’hle Bahu Surendra 
Nath Ray to move that the brackets and words “ (exceeding 
eight feet in height)” in lines '•> and 6 of clause 8 (bbb) be 
omitted. 
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Clause 8. 

New Amendment 65A.— 1 Tin* Hon’ble NAWAB SYKD SHAMS-UL- 

HIJDA, with the permission of the President, moved that for the word 
''eight ” in clause 8 [bhh j the word “ten ” he substituted. 

He said : — 

•‘This hardly needs an explanation. The words in the Bill are 'exceed- 
ing eight feet in height. As a matter of fact, we have accepted, in connec- 
tion with a prior amendment, ‘ten feet ’ as the maximum height and hence 
the necessity for this am ndnmnl. which is merely consequential.” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The following motion was, by leave of the President, withdrawn : — 

List of Amendments — Motion No. 66. — The Hon hie Babu Kurendra Nath 
Kay to move that the words “at building line” in line 7 of clause 8 (bbb) be 
omitted. 


[ The discussion o) Motions X ns. and d4 ? n the List oj Amendments* 
whirl had been postponed from the meeting of the dnd March , teas then 
taken up .] 

List of Amendments— Motion No. 25. — The Hon’ble KA1 KAIHIA 
Cl 1 A KAN PAL KAllADUK said 

“My Lord, with regird to Amendment No. 23, the redraft of tin* el.iu^e, 
which has been shown tome this morning, will meet the requirements I have 
in view, namely, that when a notification is cancelled the fact will be notified 
in the < Sa/.ette.” 

The llon ble NAWAB SYKD Kll AMS-UL-H PDA said 

“My Lord, I would suggest that the following be substituted for Amend- 
ment No. 23. namely : — 

‘ That, instead of the 1 words * the said notification lias been cancelled ’ in line 
12 of sub-section ( tJ ) oi the proposed new section t>3 ^clause 3 ol the Bill), the 
following be substituted. namely : — 

‘the said notification has been cancelled by another notification ’ : 

Motion 23. in its amended form, was then put and agreed to. 

List of Amendments — Motion No. 24. — The IlonTIc KAI RAIMI A 

(MIA BAN PAL BAHAIHB mmcil that after sub-sect ion of the proposed 
new section (>3 ; clause 3 of tin* Bill ‘the following be added, namely : — 

“ (/>\M Where any land has been acquired after the issue of a notifica- 
tion under sub-section TP sanctioning the plan of the proposed 
public street, the owner from whom such land has boon 
acquired, or his suce 'ssor in interest, shall, if such notification 
is subsequently cancelled, have the right to reclaim the land on 
payment of a sum not exceeding the compensation paid to 
him.” 

He said* — 

“ Mv Lord, after a projected public street has been sanctione l by the Local 
(mw eminent, lands and buildings falling within t he' 'alignment may he acquired 
and, suppose subsequently the Local t Jovernment deem fit to cancel the notifica- 
tion about a projected public street, what is to become of the land or building 
acquired iiv*the meanwhile? Justice demands t hat the land should be return- 
ed to the owner or his successor in interest upon payment to the Board of the 
amount of eoitipensation received by such owner. In other words, it is only 
tair that the parties should be placed in the same position as they were before 
the making of the proposed scheme.” 
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The Hon’ble NAWAB SYEI) NHAMS-UL-H FHA said 

My Lord, I was prepared to consider the principle of this amendment, 
but a difficulty lias arisen. We are advised that to a e- rtain extent the 
amendment affects the principles of the Land Acquisition Act. and we are not 
authorised .to accept such an amendment without the permission of the Gov- 
ernment ol India. I am therefore very sorry t hat although I am inclined to 
sympathise wut h tin' principle 1 am not abletoaceept t In* amendment proposed 
i>y ni,\ Hon Me I nend. If is possible, indeed likely, that after some time w*> 
shall have to amend the Onlcutfa linproveiueiit Act in certain otliei purtieu- 
lars. and probably we may then take the opportunity ol appmaehmg the <io V - 
ernmeut * >f India with some such prop>sal as that contained m this amend- 
ment. \\ e will consider that matter in due course, but I cannot make any 
promise now. For tie* present, having regard to the technical difficulties 
brought to our notice, I am sorry I cannot accept this amendment." 

Tin' Hon’ble Baiu SUBENDRA NATH BANHB.II said: — 

“ My Lord, if the principle is accepted by the Government, I think this 
matter might be postponed for the sanction « if the Government of India, and 
then it might be dealt with. There is no great hurry about it • the rest of 
the Bill might be passed and this matt or he allowed t o st and over. lithe 
Land Acquisition Act is likely to be modified, this and other provisions will 
have to be considered, and it might be postponed tin f il either sand ion has 
born obtained from the Government of India or until alter the Land Acquisi- 
tion Act has been so dealt with. I think the Hon’ble Member m charge of 
the Bill may see Ins way to accede to this." 

The Hon’ble NAWAB SYEI) SHAMS-FL-HUBA said 

“ My Hon’ble friend can withdraw his proposal and rely on us to consider 
it afterwards. 'The proposal which he makes is a new one. and. so far as we 
are concerned, at the present moment we are unable to accept it ; but if 
my Hon’ble friend will withdraw his amendment, we shall consider whether 
we should not in d m* c hi rse approach t lie Government of India in connection 
with this matter.” 

The Hon’ble BA I BADHA (TIABAN PAL BA II A 1 MB said — 

“My Lord, tlie principle is seemingly admitted, which is my good 
fortune. Now. n iy Lord, it is stated that this provision cannot be accepted 
without the sanction of the Government of India when the entire Act may be 
revised. This might perhaps take some years, and in the meantime the 
people will suffer. May I not crave \ our Excellency, for the sake of the 
pet >plc unuer your Excellency’s swav. to postpone the passing of tin's Mill 
for a fortnight in order to make a reference to the Government of India, and 
then the Bill can he passed? If the principle is considered just and proper, 
should it not lx* given effect to ? I am entirely in your Excellency's hands." 

Tii,* II on ’life Mis. I5< >MTAS said 

4k My Lord, may I point out that there will not be any practical inconveni- 
ence to let the law stand as it is, as what the Hon Tie Kai Bad ha Gharan Pal 
Bahadur is asking for is Actually contained within the Act as it stand*. 
Obviously, if the Trust acquired land for a street alignment and the street 
alignment were abandoned, the Trust would proceed to dispose of the bind 
Under section 81 tie* Trust is bound to offer the land in the first (rase to the 
previous owners of the land from whom it was acquired. Nothing is said about 
tin* price, but obviously the price of the land would not have M&en affected if 
no road had been made and no improvement carried out, and assuming the 
Trust honestly tries to carry out the intentions of the Act, the price would be 
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inaffected and would be actually the price at which tiio land was acquired. 
Hut sect ion 81, which doeH that, is a complete section and provides lor the 
various interests lining represented. The HoiFble Mover of the amendment. 
<ays the owner of the land is to have the land hack at the price that he has 
,oen paid for it, hut he may have been paid a fractional part of the price. 
The Collector has compensated the lessees, etc., and the actual owner may 
nave only received part of the value* of the land. The principle of the 
intendment may he unobjectionable, hut the amendment could not possibly 
;>e acted upon in its present form.” 

Fite Hon’hlc KAI RARHA (’ll ARAN PAL RAHARUR said:— 

“My Lord, when the promise is given that the matter will be taken up 
.ate r on, we must he content. With reference to the proposal of the Hon' hie 
VI r. Rompas, I know section SI which we work froin week to week. My 
iroposal is that tin* land is to he returned at the price at which it was 
inrchased and that is not provided in section 81. The Hoard may dispose. 
*f it at any price, and that is the difficulty I wanted to overcome.” 

The motion was then, hv leave of the President, wit hdrawn. 

New Amendment No. 24A— The Ilon’hle XAWAR SYKI) KHAMS-UL- 

1L DA, with the permission of the President, moved tin* following supple- 
mentary amendment : — 

‘That., at the end of line Ilf of sub-section (6) of tin* proposed new section 
).“> •: clause 3 of the Rill ;, the following words bo added : — 

“ Provided that such cancellation shall not affect the validity ol an}’ 
iction taken by the Roard in pursuance of the said notification.” ' 

I le said : — 

“ I think, my Lord, it will bo conceded that such a provision as this is an 
ibsolutely necessary addition to sub-section (h‘), because, if a notification is 
ancellod and certain rights and interests have in the meantime accrued 
mder anything that has been done under cover of that notification in the 
•xci rise of the powers vested in the Roard by this Rill, it is necessary that 
hose rights and interests should bo safeguarded. For instance, if the Hoard 
lave dealt with land in any way while t he original notification is in foi ce, 
lien a claim may arise. Hut d the notification is cancelled everythinir that 
ias been done under that notification could he swept away as the effect of that 
uineollatioh unless } oil provide otherwise. Therefore it is necessary to have 
uioli a provision, and 1 accordingly move that it he inserted m the Hill 

The amendment was put and agreed to. 

LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 10. 

The 1 1 on ole XAWAR SYK1> SlI AMS-FL-HUDA moved that the Sec-re- 
ary he directed to renumber the clauses and sub-clauses of tile Hill in 
ionseeiitive order, and to make corresponding alterations in all cross 
references thereto. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

LIST OF BUSINESS- ITEM No. 11. 

The I Ion hie NAWAR SYK1) SHAMS-PL-HCDA moved that the Rill, as 
settled in Council, be passed. 

lit* said : — 

“My Lord, in asking that tin* Rill as settled in Council he passed L wish 
just to say a few words by way of explanation. 1 am aware that a certain 
amount, of dissatisfation lias been caused by the rejection by this Council of 
a large number of amendments moved by non-offioia,) members. Hon hie 
Members would, however, remember that in a matter of this kind Government 
have no interest except the interest which they themselves represent. The 
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Trust is not a Department of (iovernment, and Covermnent onlv exercise a 
certain amount of statutory control owr tin* Trust. Uovernmont haw no 
reason, therefore. to take a partisan attitude in this legislation. As I said m 
the very beginning when opposing the motion for adjournment that within 
the limits of the ( alcutta Municipality the powers we are now (•inferring on 
the Improvement Trust are exercisable hy the (ieneral Committee of the 
Corporation, and I wonder why what was go. » I for t lie ( ieneral Committee of 
the Corporation should not he considered equally good for t he Trust ? The 
attitude of tile lion-oflieinl Members seems to have l»een largely llltl lleneed hy 
a distrust ot the Irmly hy whom tin 1 powers given h\ the Mill would he 
exereised. I sincerely regret this leelfng. Idle 'Trust ha\e just begun their 
work, and it would he an asset of great value to them if tin >v could enlist on 
their side rhe co-operation ■ »f t he Calcutta j uhlie. That at this stage, when the 
work ol the Trust has been mainlv ol a dest ruel i\ c eliaraeter, feelings should 
he roust* | against tiieir operations is n«*t unnatural, hut 1 am cerium that 
when tin* trust have built their broad r-uds and laid down then line 

avenues the Calcutta land-owners will reads,- that the 'Trust is their Test 
friend and behelactor. 1 here seems nls'i t • e \ i .v t an appn hetision in the 
mind* ol t-he non-oHirial M emhers t hat lie Tnnt wj| take advantage o| the 
powers given to them hy this Mill to ! i u 1 1 on t he head*- of tin juUie hasty 
ami 1 1 1 ~e< >j ) s 1 1 1 e red schemes, and t hen. Ilk* 1 an oetojais. s read tin ir arms 
on all s id es , raking pos. session ol everybody s land, doing n ithmg with them 
t hetnsel ves, and allowing no one to do anvlhmg with t In in either. 'That, 
ha\ ing thus pre\ented huilding operations < ,n any large scale, t hey will 

ultimately withdraw moM ,)| their plans and make I r* • s h ones It was this 
feeling that lei to thepioposal for fixing* a time-limit alter which a ptoposed 

puhlie street should cease t o he -ueli within tin* n iea n 1 1 1 <j of tii.- law. If the 

Trust were an irrespnnHhb* and a malrvi.j.-nt body, having m* regard fertile 
interest or convenience of the iand-owmis < >f this town. I would have fell the 
strongest sympathy with this d*^ne of tin- non illinal Memheis for a time- 
limit. Mut e ve r \ < »n ' • must nalis, t hat the Trust exists h u the impi . >v enicnt 
of this town, m the piojiess and prosp, rity of wlm-ii iiou-ottieuils aie 
even more vitally mtei,M«d than the officials. and 1 ha\< m» doubt that t lie 
powers that have been placed in the hands of the Trust will be used with 
mo ierat mu and with due legard lo 1 1 1 * • interests and the susceptibilities of 
tin* puhlie at large, and that it will not take long h»i the citizens ol (‘alcutta 
and t lit * Calcutta Improvement Trust to find out lew much of the future 
well-being and prosperity of this town under the pieseiit adverse conditions 
dep *nd on their mutual goodwill I hop,* that this explanation v\ j H satisfy 
lion hie Members oT tins Council and I'-ncve any feeling of irritation that may 
exist, remembering t hat tle-re was no time more fitting than the present joi 
my countrymen to show their whole-heat t**d eo-operat ion with (invi rnni'nt. 

The Hon hie Maim- SCMKNDKA NATH MAN KIM I said — 

“My Lon I . may I he permitted to make one or two observations with 
reference to tiie remark* which have fallen from my Hon i*h friend opposite y 
My friend seems to he under tin imp' ession tliat w< on this sid*- of the House 
are inspired by some malevolent, feeling t ow ards tie* 1 rust (hi behalf of tie* 
uon-niiicial "Indian Members. I will say this that we entmtam no such h oling 
whatsoever. II any feeling of mistrust — 1 will n -t characteriz*- it as a 
feeling of irritation — has h« mi aroused m tie* minds of tie* Indian community, 

I think the Trust itself is largely icsoonsihle for the creation of that feeling, b 
think that that feeling has found expression in tie* columns of various news- 
papers and I believe also in tie* utterances of many of our public men. and we, 
who are here representing tie* views of the j uhlie and who act a* their spokes- 
men, feel it our duty to give expression to that feeling in as strong, clear and 
emphatic a'lnannrr as we can. All that we seek to do on this side of the House 
is to provide safeguards against the abuse of power. My Lord, power is a most 
dangerous thing, and the chief object of the machinery of modern adminis- 
tration is to devise* safeguards against tin* abuse of power and authority 
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wherever it is vented. Large powers are conceded to the Trust, and proper 
safeguards have to he provided in order that these powers may not uncon- 
sciously he abused. I think, we are helping your Excellency’s Government by 
proposing amendments and provisions which would have this effect, and in 
this we were performing a public duty. It is therefore very much to be 
regretted that in the discharge of those duties we should be accused of 
being inspired by any malevolent feeling. I do hope and trust, my Lord, 
that the Trust will so conduct itself that when its labours are over the 
public of Calcutta will congratulate* it on its success. It depends on the 
Trust whether that hope shall be realized or whether it shall prove futile.” 

The Hon’ble RA1 RADHA (’ll A KAN BAL BAHADUR said 

‘ k My Lord, before this motion is put to the vote, I desire most cordially 
to acknowledge the patience, courtesy and forbearance with which the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of tin* I >i 1 J conducted the deliberations of the 
Select Committee and also in this Council. Although it has not been 
our good fortune to succeed in getting many of our amendments accepted 
by this ( Council or by the Select Committee, I am grateful that some con- 
cession has been made. ho\ve\ er small it may be. I avail myself of this 
opportunity of staling one fact, and it is this, that there should be no 
impression m the mind ol anyone, whether inside or outside this Council, 
that then* ,'s any feeling of antipathy towards tin* Trust. We, Indians or 
Europeans, all welcome the improvement, of Calcutta, and I would ask the 
Hon hie Member in charge ol the Bill to examine the records of the Calcutta 
Improvement Trust. I think he will find that tin* Indian Members have 
generally supported the schemes for opening out broad roads through the 
congested parts of the city. Thanks to I he enlightenment and culture* 
which we receive under the jegis of British rule, w<* appreciate the necessity 
lor the improvement of this town. Wo know that it is for our wt*Il- 
being ; but we are not agreed as to the ways in which it might he carried out. 

1 have been urged by a large section of my countrymen, whom I have met 
during the last few months, to give expression before your Excellency’s august 
presence to the feeling of dissatisfaction which pervades this community. 
And to what is this dissatisfaction dm*? 

The wide, extensive and unlimited acquisition of surplus lands, the 
exorbitant and crushing exempt ion fees without any appeal to any constituted 
tribunal, the payment of Hi times the annual value of buildings added to 
the fact, of the deprivation of t he stat utory allowance of J f» | er cent, as 
compensation and of the right of appeal to the Ugh Court — all these have 
engendered in tin* minds of the people a grave dissatisfaction. And. my 
Lord, who art* the people affected ? They are not the so-called big lan 1 lords, 
but the poor and middle-class people. The oriental people whom you meet 
in tin* street or in office or in the market — oven tin* poorest of them — pos- 
sess a chit tack or a c *ttah of land at least for his dwelling tenement, and 
these are tin* people who will be largely affected by the operations of the 
Trust. \\ hat we feel, my Lord, is this, that while we frankly acknowledge 
the honesty of purpose*, the best of motives and the single-mindedness 
with which the Chairman of the Trust s**ts to work, we must say that 
the method of work is one which is not approved by the conimuifity at large 
which we represent. Then* must be some radical change. The sentiments 
to which I give expression to-day before Your Excellency will be laid 
some day before Your Excellency with a view to some amendment of this Act, 
so that the wide and unlimited powers which the Board now possess for the 
acquisition of surplus land may be to some extent limited, and there should be 
some tribunal to decide what should be the exemption fees. I do not 
wish, my Lord, at this hour to take up the time of this Council, but I cordially 
join the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Bill in the hope that the Act which 
is now' passed in the face of strenuous opposition will be enforced with 
moderation and utmost consideration to the feelings of the people.” 

The motion was then pur and agreed to. 
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RESOLUTION'S. 

LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEMS Nos. 12 to 14. 

(Under the Rules for the discussion ok matters ok uksekai. itiiuc 

INTEREST. ) 

12. The Hon’ble RAJA MAHENDRA RANJAN RAY CilAUDHUIU 
moved the following resolution : — 

“This Council recommends to Ihe Governor m Council that steps he 
taken lor the establishment, under the' financial aid of the State, of Industrial 
Co-operative Societies in the various districts of this Presidency. 

The Hon’ hie Mu. BEATSON BELL said 

“ Jlv Lord. 1 think it would facilitate the' course* of the debate if 1 state at 
once that Government an* prepared to aeeept this resolution if there he' a 
email amendment made* it) it. 1 beg to suggest that instead of the words 
1 financial aid of the* State',’ the* words * on a sound financial basis' bt* sub- 
stituted. The* Resolution would then ivad : — 

4 This Council re*comme*nds to the* Governor in Council that ste*ps he 
taken for the* establishment . on a sound financial basis, of industrial ( Co- 
operative Societies in the* various districts of this Presidency. 

[The Hon’blo Raja Mahemdra Ranjan Ray Chaiidhuri was understood to 
intimate that lie was prepared to accept the* modificat ion proposes!, hut he 
p roceed e< 1 to read a sp**eeh m support of Ins resolution. I he* lion I > 1 < * I>abu 
Crenel ra Nath Bane*rji thereupon rose* and suggested that the* spe*e*eh be* taken 
as read. His Excellency the* Preside»nt, however, ruled that such a pro- 
ceeding would not he in order and that it was Open to the* llon’bh* Memiher to 
proceed with his spee*eh if he* so d<*sire*d. e*ve*n though it night not seem, 
in tin* circumstance's, that theme was much debatoabh* matter to discuss. 

Se*veral Ilon’hle Me*mbe*rs : — * Acee*pt. accept. ] 

The Ilon’hle RAJA MAHENDRA RANJAN RAY CHAUPHCRI said 

“My Lord. I most gladly accept t In* modification suggested by tine Jlon’ble 
Member, The sp(*ech which I was about to make* was merely a speech of 
thanks to the Government fur the sympathetic consideration accorded to my 
resolution. I am sorry that some of my friends should seemingly desire* to 
taken exception to my making it.” 

The Resolution was them put in the' modified form an 1 agreed to. 


The Hon’bh* RAJA MAHENDRA RANJAN RAY OHAUPIIURI also 
moved the following resolution : — 

“ This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that steps Ho taken 
to provide for Government, or Government -guaranteed, industrial loanH for 
the encouragement of small home industries in this Presidency. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BEATSON BELL said 

“My Lord I may say again that if a slight amendment be made in this* 
resolution we shall be very glad to accept it. I would modify it as 
follows : — 

YTbiB CSuncirrecoinmend8 to the Governor in Council that steps be taken 
for %ke encouragement by all practical means of small home industries m this 
Presidency 
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Tho Ilon’ble RA.JA MAIIENDKA RAN.? AN RAY CHAUDHtJRI said:—' 

“ My Lord, I accept tho modification suggested fey the Hon’ble Member, *“ 
The resolution was then put in the modified form and agreed to. 

* The Hon’ble RAJA MAIIKXDRA KAXJAX RAY CHAUDHURI also 

moved tho following resolution : — 

-This Gouncil recommends to the Governor in Council that steps be taken 
for — 

(a) the establishment in this Presidency of small Agricultural and 

Hairy Farms and Fruit culture and Preserve industries 
for the training and employment of educated youths ; and 

(b) the appointment of practical lecturers and financial advisers for 

the benefit of tho peasant and industrial classes.” 

The I Ion’blo Mu. BKATSOX BKLL said 

“ My Lord, may I intimate to the Hon’hle Member that if he makes a few 
very unimportant changes in his resolution we shall be glad to accept it? My 
suggestion is that the resolution should read thus : — 

'This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that further 
steps be taken — 

(a) for encouraging the educated youths of this Presidency to take 

up agricultural farming, dairy farming, fruit fanning and fruit 
preserving as their profession in life ; and 

(b) for disseminating agricultural and economic knowledge* amnijj^ * 

the peasantry and industrial classes. * ” 

The Hon’hle RAJA MAIIKXDRA RAX.1AX RAY ( ’ll AlTDHURI said 

4 ‘ A1 y Lord, 1 beg to accept the resolution as modified by tin* Hon’bla 
Member.’* 

Tin* resolution was then put in the modified form and agreed to. 

1I1S KXOKLLKNCY Til K PRKS1DKXT said 

44 Refore adjourning the Council, there is one matter which 1 should like 
to mention to lion bio Members. Rule 17 of the Rules of Business lays 
down : — 

‘Votes shall be taken by voices, by show of hands, or I>y division,, 
and shall always I >c taken by division if any Member so 
desires.’ 

I think it might possibly meet with the wishes of some Members if on a 
future occasion the President should, in suitable circumstances, exercise* hi®*^; 
discretion of taking votes by show of hands. It would save a good deal of time^.^ 
Of course any Hon’ble Member will always have the right of insisting on my 
taking a division if he so wishes. But I think it might perhaps- frequently* 
meet the convenience of Members if I actually tried to ascertain the sene^of 
the Gounod bv (‘ailing for a show of hands, and I propose to do this mom 
frequently in future.” 

adjournment; 

i 

Tho Council was thou adjourned t<> Friday, the 5th March, lit 11 A.M. 

A. \V. WATSON, 

^Secrekaiy to the Government of B*ngaR and ^ + 
'*8ett*t{iry to the'JSengal Legislative CoU#cit- 
, Calcutta"; f 

The 17th March , 19 1&: 

J&S. Pro..— 3U.191&— 4l6Sj4a afl 3 


* 



Aisim0 of the ProcMtabgs of th^^ Ben^i Lf^idalioe Council assembled 
IjfSierthe P r <mgmjf the Ik &§mffr unoiU Acts , mi, 1892 ami 1909, 
and iKe government of India Act . 19 12. 

The Council met in the Oouneil Chamber in Gorernment House on 
Friday^the 5th March, 1915, at 11 a.m. 

Present : 

The Hon’ble Nawab Syei> Shams-cl-Hcda. Ordinary Member of the 
Council, presiding . 

The Hon’ble Mr. N. D. Beatbok Hell, c.i.k. 

The Hon’ble Surgeon-General G. F. A. Hauuih, c.h.i. 

The Hon’ble Mu. C. ,1. Stkyknron-Mooke, c.v.o. 

The Ilon’ble Mu. F. J. Monahan. 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. G. Gumming, c.i.k. 

The Hon’ble Mu. J. 11. Kerb, c.i.k. 

The Ilon’ble Mu. II. L. Stephenson, c.i.k. 

The Ilon’ble Mu. II. F. Samman. 

The Hon’ble Mu. H. H. Green. 

The Hon’ble Mu. W. W. IIornkll. 

The Hon’blo Uai Puiya Nath Mukhauji Bahadur. 

The Hon’ble Mu. F. A A. Cowley. 

The* Hon’ble Dr. Nilratan Sakkak. 

'The* Hon’ble Raja Sirosm Kanta Aciiaryya CiiAumnrur Bahadur. 

The Hon’ble Raja Dinrndra Narain Ray. 

The^Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur. 

The IJon’ble'MR. E.‘ H. Bray. 

^tHe Hoh’blcMu. F. H. Stewart, c.i.k. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. W. C. Chaplin. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Golam Hohkkin Cabhim Akikf. 

• ^ 

Hop^ble Maclvi Musharraf Husain. 

^ * 1 . -M|p* 

The Hostile ‘MaAa^ta RANAJflnp^m»A2<Mi'4iUf‘iiiPi;R. 
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The Hon ’hie Hawaii Saiyid Na’wab Ali CHACDHtri^^HAX Bahadur. 

The II on hie Baiju Suuendua Hath Banerji. 

The 11 on’ hie Bam; Mahkndra Nath Kay, c.i.k. 

The Hon ’hie IUi Haki Mohan Chandra Bahadur. 

The Hon’ hie OiiAnDin Ri Mi hammad Ismail Khan. 

The Ilon’lile Babc Uh-.ndra Lai. Kay. 

THE AMENDED DRAFT FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 

LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 1. 

The 11 on ’hie Mr. Beatuon Bell presented the amended draft Financial 
{Statement for Bengal for HH5-H). 

The 1 1 on * bit) Mr. BEATSON BELL said 

u Sir, I beg to lay on the table the Amended Draft Financial Statement,* 
and the revised estimate for the current year. The Council is already aware 
of the financial situation ol India in general and of Bengal in particular, and 1 
need not say anything in general terms to-day. The various heads will 
he explajue 1 in detail by the different, members who are immediately 
concerned. 

The broad outline of the situation is merely this : that in the coming 
year we can, for obvious reasons, expect no help in the way of doles from the 
Government of India. We at first thought that we would not be able to 
draw at all on our provincial balances, but I am glad to say that the Govern- 
ment. of India have been generous to us in this rispeet, and have allowed us 
to draw upon our provincial balances at firsl to the extent of -f» lakhs, and 
afterwards to the extent of -h lakhs. They have given us this extra four 
lakhs, as Hon'ble Members an' aware, in order t hat t he work might pnx*eed 
on the Calcutta University Institute and on the Baker Hostel which, we feared 
at one time, might have' to be postponed indefinitely. These two good works 
ani going on, thanks to the special arrangements made by the Government 
of India. Apart, however, from < lit' lakhs, we have to rely upon cur own 
resources and we must be very economical nil round. I take this op] ort unity 
of thanking the Heads of Departments and my friends, the 11011-officials 
members of this Council, for tin 1 generous way in which they have realized 
the situation and have' treated the financial Department. We would be 
only too glad to provide funds for them, but as everyone realises, it is 
impossible to do this, and I thank those who have helped us so generously ffi* 
this matter.” 

LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 2. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BEATSON BELL introduced the following heads*:— 

Revenue — 

I — Land-revenue. 

Expenditure — 

3. — Land-revenue. 

8. — Provincial Rates. 

18. — General Administration. 

• This •tatemaot wm ideutioal *fHh the Financial Statement a* prefented to the Cotmoil <wr ’’ 

the l llth March, 1915, except for one a a datHned in the manKrenftiim attached^**** 

that *tat*m«nt. ~ 



87 


Amended Draft Financial Statement. 

Mr. Beation Bell ; Mr: sfterr. 

* 

He said : — ' 

_ “Sir, I have the honour to introduce tin* budget heads relating to 
Land.revenuo, Provincial Rates and General Administration. As rei^rds 
I rovmcial Rates and General Administration, I have nothin** to add to the 
remarks in the Draft financial Statement. Under the head “ Land-revenue ”, 
it may be noted that the revised estimate of receipts for DM Dio is nearly 12 
lakhs less than the sanctioned estimate. There is a decrease of lakhs 
under ordinary revenue, due to the fact that the unsatisfactory nature ol the 
winter fice harvest in the Government estates in Uontai rendered it impossible 
to collect the greater part of tin* revenue which was suspended in the 
previous year owing to Hoods. There is a deficit of over lakhs hi the 
recoveries on account of survey and settlement charges, tint' mainly to tin* set- 
back which was given to recovery operations in the Kastern Bengal districts 
by the fall in the price of jute, which occurred after the outbreak of the war. 
The saint* reason, coupled with a comparat i vely poor winter rice harvest, 
accounts for another deficit of 6^ lakhs m the rent collections in Govern incut 
estate. For lHlo-lti, we estimate t hat tin* total receipts will 1m* 2SM lakhs, 
or about o lakhs less than the sanctiom .1 estimate for the current year. The 
uncertainty regarding the future of tie* jute market ami tie* course of trade 
generally makes it impossible to estimate with any degree of accuracy the 
amount which will be recovered on account of the cost of Survey and Settle- 
ment Operations and on account of lie* rent collect ions in Government estates. 
We have therefore thought it ad visahle to make a cautious estimate under 
these heads. The expenditure to be debited to the Land-revenue head 
shews a slight increase, as we ha\e assumed that the existing restrictions 
on tin* grant of leave will continue throughout the year and that consequently 
a larger number of officers will beat work and drawing full pay than would 
ordinarily be tin* ease. In othei respects, the estimate has been framed 
with the strictest regard to crummy, but 1 am glad to say that it has been 
possible to provide a special grant of ID. 1.20.000 for the improvement of 
Government estates. Of tliisamounl ID. 70.000 wid be devoted to the devel- 
opment ol tlie successful colonisation o >eratmns in Bakarganj which promise 
to be highly remunerative, and ID. .'>0.000 to improvements in other Govern- 
ment estates/ 


LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No. 3. 

The Hon ble All:. KKRR introduced the following heads : — 

R KVKM'K — 

IX — Forests. 

RXI'KVDITI'IIK — 

11 — Forests. 

Revenue — 

*XX I A — Agriculture. 

Expenditure — 

26 A — Agri c u 1 1 u re. 

Revenue — 

# XXIB — Scientific and Miscellaneous Departments. 
Expenditure— 

26B — Scientific an$ji Miscellaneous Departments. 
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He said : — 

“ Sir, I have the honour to introduce the budget heads relating to 
the Forest Department. Like many other items in the Provincial Budget 
thev bear traces of the dislocation of business caused by the war. Ihe fall 
in "the price of jute has seriously affected the purchasing powers of persons 
connected with the jute industry who are large customers for s/H timber, and 
concessions have had to bo made in regard to many important timber con- 
•tracts which wore entered into before the outbreak of the war. Ihe result 
is that instead of realising a revenue of 16 lakhs in the current year, we 
ex«ect that our receipts will not now rise much above IS lakhs. For next 
year we have estimated a revenue of 14* lakhs, but much will depend on 
conditions which cannot now bo foreseen. It is, however, reasonable to 
expect that there will be some recovery shortly m the demand for timber 
and Other forest produce. The estimates of expenditure have also been 
somewhat curtailed in view of the urgent need for economy, and some much- 
needed improvements in the equipment of the department will have to stand 
over until funds are available. 

I turn now to the items which were formerly dealt with under the head 
“ Scientific and other Minor Departments.” Undpr recent orders of the 
'''Government of India this head has now been divided into two, “XXI A and 
2(5— A— Agriculture ” and "XXI — B and 26— H— Scientific and Miscella- 
neous Departments.” Apart from the advantage of clearer accounting thus 
effected, this change does away with the somewhat invidious nomenclature 
under which the Agricultural and other Scientific Departments were formerly 
officially classified as minor departments. I ndor the bead XXI — A are 
shown the Agricultural receipts and the Veterinary receipts, the receipts 
from Agriculture including receipts on account of Dotauical and other public 
gardens and experimental cultivation j v\lnle undoi the . bead JO —A are 
shown expenditure relating to the Agricultural and Veterinary Departments 
and the Department which deals with Co-operative Societies. The other 
items of receipts and expenditure under the old head have now been included 
under tile new bead ‘Scientific and Miscellaneous Departments. 

The receipts of the Agricultural and Veterinary Departments are not 
important and no detailed explanation ol the variations m the budget need 
be given. The expendit lire side of the budget lias unfortunately been atleeted 
by the financial stringency. The revised estimate lor the current year 
amounts to Rs. 6,76.000 as ’compared with Us. 1 1 .86,000 in the sanctioned 
budget. The decrease is mainly due to lu| ses in the special grants. It was 
decided that in the present financial situation it would be impossible to start 
any large new projects which would involve heavy expenditure during the 
financial year 1615-16. The estimate for 1 ‘>l. r »-1 6 is Us. 11.17,000. Here 
again we have been obliged to confine ourselves to making provision 
for carrying on the current, work of the department, and it has not 
been found possible to allow for any. large expansion or the undertaking 
of new schemes. Full provision has, however, been made for the needs 
of the Co- operative Department which are rapidly growing on account 
of the very satisfactory expulsion of the Co-operative movement in this 
Province. Under the new head ‘Scientific and Miscellaneous Departments ’ 
the revised estimate of receipts for 1614-15 amounts to Rs. 4,30.000 as 
against the sanctioned estimate of Us. 1,87,000. The increase is mainly due 
to the credit of three-fifths of the sale proceeds of quinine treatments sold 
through the agency of Civil Surgeons, and to the satisfactory sale of quinine 
sulphate of which a large stcx:k was laid in during the previous year. There 
has also been a nominal increase of some Rs. 40.000 on account of fees for 
the registration of Joint Stock Companies, which have previously been 
credited under the Registration head. The estimate of roceipts c for the next 
year has been put at Rs. 3.53,000. The expenditure under this head for 
1915-16 is estimated at, Rs. 5,05,000 against the revised estimate of 
Rs. 5,28,000 .for the current year. The decrease is due mainly to economies 
which it is necessary to effect in view of tl^pAiancial situation. 
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LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 4. 

The Hon ble Mr. S1EPIIEXSON introduced tin* following heads : — 

Revenue — 

V — Excise. 


Expenditure — 

7 — Excise. 

lie said : — 

44 Sir, I have 4 tin* honour to introduce* the Excise heads. 

Turning to the Excuse estimates, at the beginning of tin* year we raised 
the duty on country spirit over a large portion of t lie Province ami then* was 
a considerable increase in the license fees realise I in the current year. We 
anticipated a decreased consumption and the revenue of I he year was esti- 
mated at 158 lakhs, being a little* over i lakhs more than tin* actuals of tin* 
last year. It might have been ant icipated t hut t he clients of t he increase ni 
duty, the abolition of a considerable number of shops and the rest ricted hou rs 
of sale over most of the Province would be felt most, m the first ijuarter of 
the current year, but during the first lour months the revenue sleeved a 
steady increase over last year ami tin* consumption of country spirit, and 
(janja showed no marked tendency to decrease. On the outbreak of war 
there was a marked decrease m consumption ami m e\ cry month since the 
figures have been consistently lower than those for last year, the decrease on 
t In* whole being greatest in tin* jute districts and (hdentta. The total 
decrease in consumption to the end of January compared with last year's 
figures is nearly 75.000 gallons in country spirit. 11,000 seers of i/unjn and 
5,000 seers of opium. It is sometimes complained that agricultural pros- 
perity or the reverse is too readily accepted as the explanation for variations 
in Excise liguies, but 1 think these facts do show conclusively t hat Excise 
consumption does in the main depend upon agricultural conditions even more 
than restrictive measures and within limits is an index of the prosperity or 
reverse of the Province. \\ Idle from a temperanc* point of \ ic\v the figures 
an* no doubt acceptable, we must la* prepared for a considerable rise m eon- 
sumption again when normal conditions are restored. We now anticipate 
that our revenue will be slightly higher that that of last year, the increase m 
the first four months being nearly wiped out by the decreases since and the 
revised is placed at, 155 lakhs. Next year we a r* raising the treasury price 
of opium to Rs. 40 per seer and tin* duty on tjanja from Rs. 15 to Rs. a 
seer. The settlements so far made show very varying results, but on the* 
whole the higher duties on yanft and opium will more than counterbalance 
the decrease in license fees. We hope that agricultural conditions will 
improve* and we place the estimate of Excise revenue at HiO lakhs, being 5 
lakliH more than the revised estimate of the* current year. 

As regards expenditure, sanction has been received in the current year 
for the reorganisation proposals and steps have been taken to put, them in 
train. The total increase of expenditure will be 2^ lakhs, but in the present 
circumstances we have only been able to repeat in the next year s budget trie 
provision of ]£ lakhs which we made in tin* current year. The reorganisa- 
tion therefore can only be partially effected. Some improvement of conditions 
has already been granted to meet the more urgent claims of the Depat tment 
and provision lias been made to place the Excis** Administration of districts 
under Superintendents of Excise from the commencement of the next year; 
but the addition to the numbers and the complete regrading of Inspectors 
and Sub- Inspectors will havo,to be postponed till we can find the money in 
the following year.” 
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The ifon’ble Mr. STEPHENSON introduced the following heads * — 

ExrKNDITIJKK — 

0 — Stamps. 

10 — Assessed Taxes. 

lie said : — 

“Turning novv to the heads of expenditure under * 6 — Stamps ’ and 
4 10 — Assessed Taxes,’ the heads are equally divided between Imperial and 
Provincial Revenues. The figures under the head ‘Stamps’ are to be found 
in page, II of the Financial Statement. It is estimated that the expenditure 
next year will bo Us. (>,05,000 against Us. 5,51,000, the revised estimate, and 
Us. 7,52,000 in t he budget for 1914-15. The decrease in the revised estimate 
is partly under discount owing to the smaller sale of stamps but chiefly under 
cost of stamp paper, as favourable terms have been obtained from the* con- 
tractors. In 1915-10 larger provision has been made for discount on the 
larger sale of stamps and for the consequent larger supply of stamp papers 
from Central Stores. 

The figures relating to expenditure under the head ‘Assessed Taxes ’ are 
concerned with the establishment for the collection of tax. There is nothing 
special in the figures to which I need draw attention.” 


LIST OF BUSINESS- ITEM No. 6. 

The llon’hle Ml:. CCMMINO introduced the following head ; — 


ExrK\j>rrn:K — 

1 9 A — ( Courts of Law. 

He said : — 

“Sir, 1 have the honour to introduce the figures relating to Courts of 
La w. 

The total budget estimate for 1914-15 which was 99 J lakhs has been 
raised to over one erore in the revises! estimate* with reference to the actuals 
of the* first nine* months of the year. The increase is chiefly under the* head 
Law Officers,’ and is due* to larger payments on account of legal fees in con- 
nection with the* several political cases. Expenditure* under the* head ’Civil 
and # Sessions < hmrts ’ and arre*ar payments on account of the revision of the 
Subordinate* Judicial Service sanctioned towards the close of 1915-14 also 
contributed towards the general increase.* 

The total estimate for tlu* year 1915-16 has be*en fixed at Rs. 1.01,24,000. 
This includes provision for the sanctioned number of High Court Judge's, the 
Inspector of Judicial offices and the Registrar of Insolvency. Larger provision 
has also boon made* fen* fees to pleaders in criminal and civil suits in the 
mufassal, and to meet, increased demands for rates and taxes and contingen- 
cies of the* Presidency Magistrates’ Courts owing to the division of the* Courts 
ami their location in throe places. 

No provision has been made for new major works under the head ‘Courts 
of Law’. Only live projects have been selected provisionally. These an* 
(1) tie* construction of double Munsifi at Bliola. (2) a Munsif’s residence at 
Sher| ur, (8) additions to theMunsif’s Court buildings at Contai. v 0 a quadruple 
Munsifi at Netrakona, and (5) a new record-room in the District Judge’s 
Court, Midnapore. They will be treated as works in progress during next 
year. A sum or Rs. 8,000 has been provided for judicial minor works in the 
Provincial Civil Works Budget for the year 1915-16.’’ 
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Mr. Cumming . 

LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 7. 

The Honble Mi:. CtJMMING introduced the following heads : — 

Rkvkni'e — 

XVII— Police. 

Exi'KM rrt'KE — 

20 — Police. 

Rev kntk — 

XVI R — Jails. 

KXI'ENDITCKE — 

1 9l> — Jails. 

He said : — 

44 Sir. 1 have the honour to introduce the heads of expenditure under 
20 — Police and 19 B Jails, and in doing so 1 desire to refer simply to the 
outstanding features of tin* Budget. 

As regards (’aleutta. rules will he issued shortly under the new Motor 
Vehicles Act. In order to provide for their eflicient administ ration and to 
cope with tin* great increase of motor tratlie in ('alcutta m recent years, the 
staff at present employed on motor* traffic duty requires to he strengthened. 
Provision has been made accordingly in t he Budget. 

The Police staff on duty in Barn Bazar has been temporarily increased 
in order to effect the more efficient patrolling of that thoroughfare. 

I now turn to the Bengal Police Budget. Provision was made in last 
year’s budget for the recurring expenditure necessary to complete the 
reorganization of the Subordinate Police and River Police in Eastern Bengal ; 
Jjut owing to difficulties in recruiting and lack of proper accommodation, 
it was not possible to give full effect to the schemes, and a provision of 
Rs. 10,000 and Rs. *10,222 respectively has accordingly been made this 
year. 

The organization of the Police in respect of numbers, equipment and 
conditions of service generally is still susceptible of much improvement. 
A lump provision of Rs. 5,51,023 has been male for 11 new projects, the 
principal items of which I shall now mention. 

As regards the reorganization of the. Subordinate Police and organization 
of the River Police in Eastern Bengal districts, an Imperial grant of j lakhs 
for non-recurring expenditure on launches and buildings has been made. 

The boat establishment in Eastern Bengal was last under revision 
between the years 18 75-95. During the last 20 years the cost of living, 
wages of labour and rates of boat-hire have risen considerably, but no 
increase has been sanctioned either in the pay of boatmen or in the Kcale of 
allowances allowed to Police Officers for the hire of boats. An increased 
number of boats is also necessary for efficient Police work in water-logged 
districts during the rains. The extra expenditure involved is Rs. 59,205 
per annum on account of permanent and Rs. J7,85b on account of. temporary 
boat establishment ; hut effect will b • given to tie* s diem- gradually as funds 
permit, andJUs. 49.000 has now been provided in the budget. 

The pressure of work at headquarters has been much augmented owing to 
the increased attention now being paid to the problems of Police Administration, 
and with the sanction of His Majesty’s Secretary of State a socon 1 Personal 
Assistant to the Inspector-General of Police has been appointed. 
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It is proposed to split up the section of the E. I. U. which formerly lay 
within the old Province of Bengal into two Superintendents’ charges, and 
the jurisdiction of each Superintendent will he fixed as far as possible 
in accordance with Provincial boundaries. This involves an increase of 
staff. 

The Inspector-General ef Police lias also represented the need of a 
permanent detachment of armed Police at Nerajganj, and an increase in the 
armed Police reserves at Bogra and Malda. 

A scheme, for the more efficient, safeguarding of Government treasuries 
has been approved, and provision has been made for an increase in the 
number of guards employed on this important duty. 

As regards the .Jails Budget, there are no items of new expenditure 
costing more t han Us. 5.000 in 1915-10. 

The current year’s total provision of Us. 2.50,000 for warder establish- 
ment has been retained in the budget. This includes part provision, as in the 
current year, for the scheme for the revision of tin 1 warder establishment, 
details of which are still under discussion with the Government of India. 

As the industry of printing, which was the mam industry in tin* Dacca 
(Central Jail, has ceased, owing to the creation of a new Press in Bihar and 
the centralization m Calcutta, a new industry had to be started : and blankest 
mafftil aeture was selected lor the Dacca .Jail. Another reason was that the* 
old blanket, manufactory at Bhagalpur had been transferred to the Bihar 
Province. The new machinery provided lor in the current year s budget is 
being received from England by instalments, and an establishment consisting 
:>f a (jiinlificd European Deputy Superintendent, and Indian Assistants has 
been appointed. Arrangements ha\e been made to start t he factory as soon 
as possible. 

The sanctioned estimate ol Us. 5,00.000 for dietary charges for 191-1-15 
has been increased, in accordance with tin* actuals for 1 91 3- PI and the first 
live months of the current year, to Us. 6,25,000 

The provision under the head ‘Superintendents and Jailors’ has been 
reduced in view ol anticipated savings m salaries owing to tin* reversion op 
officers 1 o military duty.” 

LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 8. 

The Hon bio Mu. HOliXELL introduced the following heads : — 

Uk.y km i: — 

X I X — Educat ion. 


ExPF.NniTt'KK — 

22 — Ed neat ion. 

lie said 

“Sir, I have the honour to introduce the heads of Revenue and Expen- 
dit in e in the Education Budget for 1915-15. 

2. As* regards the receipt side I shall merely mention one or two points. 
The first is an item of Us. 16.000 against ‘fees and fines’ in Eastern Bengal 
Madrasahs. Hitherto the amounts realised under this head were credited 
to the Molisin Fund. In future they are to be regarded as departmental 
receipts. A word of explanation is necessary with regard to the change of 
procedure. The*entire cost of the Dacca, Chittagong and Kajshahi Madrasahs 
has hitherto been met from the Mohsin Fund supplemented by a contribution 
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from Provincial Revenues. The income from 1 fees and fines ’ was credited to 
the Fund. It has been considered expedient to modify the arrangement so 
as to show ‘fees and fines ’ as departmental receipts and to debit the cost of 
the maintenance of the throe Madrasahs, partly to Provincial Revenues and 
partly to the Molisin Fund. The* change of procedure which has been given 
effect to from the beginning of the current financial year will not operate to 
the disadvantage of the general scope of the Molisin Fund as at present- 
defined. I may also explain that the new arrangement will facilitate the 
introduction of a rearrangement- now under consideration whereby tin* Molisin 
Fund will Ik* relieved of all responsibility in connexion with the cost of 
maintaining Government Madrasahs. Tin* result, of this arrangement i 1 1 
be that the whole of the above cost will be defrayed from public revenues, the 
money now expended for this purpose from tin* Molisin Fund being set free 
for tin* provision of scholarships for Muhammadan students, for increasing 
the allotment for free and partially free studentships for Muhammadan pupils 
and generally for improving the facilities for such pupils, which already exist 
in, or may hereafter be introduced into, ordinary colleges and schools and in 
Madrasahs which may adopt the reformed course. 

3. The only other item on tin* revenue side which 1 need mention is 
the estimate of Us. 24,000 for foe receipts against the proposed residential 
school. This school will be accommodated, to start with, at Hastings House, 
Alipore, which has been placed at the disposal of the Government of Bengal 
for this purpose for a period of five years. The details of the scheme have 
not yet been finally passed by tin* Secretary of State, but it lias been decided 
with liis consent to start the institution on a modest scab' as soon as possible. 
Sanction has been accorded to the immediate appointment of a European 
assistant master and four Indian assistant masters, pending the introduction 
of t he full scheme. We hope to be able to secure* the services of a suitable 
European officer who is now available in India, and this officer will open the 
school and conduct it with the Indian masters, until the full staff lias been 
recruited. Full particulars of the arrangements which it has been decided to 
make will be published an soon as possible, ft is a pity that the introduction 
of the full scheme has been delayed blit the war in Europe has made the 
recruitment in England of officers for educational work in India very 
difficult. 

4. In turning to the expenditure side of the budget I need not. dwell on 
the conditions which have made it necessary lor the Education Department, 
in common with "other departments, to fact; the new financial year with a 
restricted budget under certain heads. 

5. The total of the charges provided from Provincial Revenues for the 
year in prospect amounts to Rs. fin, 12.000 against a sanctioned provision of 
Rs. 61.00,0)0 for the current financial year. The reduction of Rs. 58.000 
will fortunately involve no serious complications during the current year. 
The estimates of expenditure under certain heads as, for example, stipends to 
students in Guru-training schools and the lump provision for reforming the 
system of training of primary school teachers in East Bengal, under which 
heads tin* Reduction referred to has chiefly been effected, arc based upon the 
fulfilment of certain conditions. These conditions have not proved to be capable 
of eas}' or immediate fulfilment and the result is that while we provided last 
year for the expenditure under these heads of a certain amount as a maximum 
for 1914-15. the grant was not, fully taken up and the amounts provided in the 
budget for 1915-16 are based on a calculation of the actual expenditure for 
the current financial year. Such additional expenditure as may normally be 
incurred under the above heads will be adjusted during the financial year 
1915-16 with the help of savings which will by a similar process accrue under 
the recurring Imperial assignments for primary education. This method of 
adjustment will obviously be impracticable after a time for when the sanc- 
tioned schemes are in full working the maximum expenditure under each 
head in accordance with these schemes will be incurred. While therefore no 
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difficulty need he anticipated during the coming financial year as a result of 
the reduction of Its. 58,001), I would point out that it will ultimately be 
necessary to provide for the full scale of expenditure involved .in the various 
schemes which have been sanctioned. The general result so far as the 
Provincial allotment is concerned is that we shall he next year in 
approximately the same position as we. were during the current year. 
Certain new items of expenditure have been included in the new Itudget. 
These are noticed in the financial statement and do not require explanation. 

{>. Now for tin* Imperial assignments all the recurring grants made 
by the Government of India up to date have been provided in the new 
budget. I dealt at sons* length with the distribution of these grants in 
March last and it is unnecessary for me to do more* on the present occasion 
than say that definite schemes have been drawn up for the utilization of 
these grants and have already been put into operation. I must here repeat 
what I ha\e already stated on more than one occasion, namely, that it is 
not possible t o arrange for t he full utilization of a recurring grant of this 
nature in a single operation or in a single year. All large schemes are of 
necessity progressive and in some cases the grants will not be fully taken up 
for some years. In the meantime the savings elected in any year until the 
last stage of development is reached, will be available either for ca; ital 
expenditure under appropiiatc heads or, as 1 have just explained in connexion 
with the reduction of the Provincial allotment 1>\ Ils. 58,000, for the purpose 
o! ad justing unforeseen contingencies i hat may have to he faced owing to 
vet renchments, et e. 

7. Since the submission of the last budget to domicil we have received 
an additional Imperial recurring grant of Rs. 1,50,000 a year for general 
ediieat iotinl purposes. 

This grant has been distributed as follows : — 


(1) 

European (‘ducat ion 

Jis. 
].->.< 100 

l2> 

G runts-in-aid to colleges 

mi 

<;g 

Muhammadan education 

K 1.000 

< D 

Sanskrit ediieat ion 

10.01 Kl 

(5) 

Improvement of the office establishment of the 



Divisional 1 nspeetor of Schools 

0,000 


Total 

1,50.000 


8. Tile position with regard to the Imperial grant for non-recurring 
expenditure on education requires some explanation. As will be seen from a 
reference to the table provided at page 19 of the draft financial statement a 
total sum of Us. 18,98.000 was provided in the current year s budget under 
Imperial grants for non-recurring expenditure. Of this sum it was calculated 
that, an amount of Rs. 17,10,000 would he spent during 191 1-15. After this 
estimate' was arrived at additional expenditure amounting to about six lakhs 
was subsequently sanctioned and incurred. The unexpended balance of the 
nou-reeurring Imperial grants stands to-day therefore' at Rs. 25,88,000. In 
Ordinary circumstances the whole of the unexpended balance would have 
bet'll regranted, but during the year 1915-lfi it has been found practicable to 
reallot Rs. 8.00,000 only. This sum, it will bo noticed, has beam bracketed 
against three' items in the table on page 18 of the draft financial statement, 
but it will be open to the department to utilise this provision towards meeting 
expenditure under any of the heads of capital expenditure for which allot- 
ments were originally made by the Government of India. The amount available 
falls far short of requirements. The original assignments haye all been 
earmarked for specific purposes, and the problem for the coming year will be 
how to utilise the sum of Rs. 8.00,000 to the best possible advantage. There 
are one or two large schemes which the department is pledged to see through, 
and these will receive first attention. The balance of the funds then available 
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will \bo demoted to financing projects already in progress, and such minor 
but Urgent projects as require to be taken uj> without <lelav. A considerable 
number ol schemes winch have matured during the vear and for which funds 
have been provisionally earmarked will have to be postponed for the present 
This is disappointing but the circumstances are exceptional ami we need not 
assume that the schemes will have to lie abandoned. 

i). Tit ere are likely to be savings .luring the next vear or so on the 
recurring Imperial assignments and these will, as far as practicable, be 
utilised to supplement the funds available ior capital expenditure. ’ 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 9. 

The Hon’ble Sr imj.ovt i i.nkkaj. HAKIMS introduced t he follow in*r 
heads * 

Kkvkni k — 

XX— Medical. 

Kxit.mhti kk — 

24 — Medical. 


JJliCKIPTh. 

He haul ; — 

“Sir. the estimated receipts cf the Medical Department for the current, 
year were originally pass-d for Ks. 3.97.000. but taking into consideration 
the actuals ol the past 9 months ami in view of the transfer of the credit 
of the sale proceeds of quinine ‘treatments’ sold through the agency 
<>l the t’lNlI Surgeons irolil the Medical Klldgel to the |llldge,s ol the 
dad and < ’inehona Departments, these receipts were fixed in the revised 
estimate at Ks .>.<.>.000. Alt*' i in, allowing lor the growing receipts from the 
Medleal College and from i he two Government me<lieal schools under the 
head <1 School fees, and also the lees received from paving patients at the 
large hosp.tals, the revised estimates ior P.U5-16 have been put down at 
Ks. 5,80,000. 

Idle revised estimate of expenditure for tin* current year is Ks. 25,51,000 
against the budget estimate of Ks. 25,56,228 ((excluding sanitation) and 
shows a small decrease of Ks. 2,228. The decrease is nominal and is due 
chiefly to the transfer of one lakh to the Public Works Department to meet a 
portion of the cost, of constructin'/ the School of I ropical Medicine and partly 
to tilt* fact that the allotment- ol Ks. .>0,000 for the purchase of equipment for 
the school was not utilized and partly to tin* savings in the salary of district 
medical officers and the medical officers attached to the Medical Dolloge, 
Calcutta, owing to the deputation of a large number of Indian MeiUcal Service 
officers to military duty. On the other hand, increased charges were 
incurred under Hospitals and Dispensaries specially under Supplies and 
Services, and special grants were also made — Ks. .‘>8,000 to the Albert Victor 
Hospital uml K*. 1 if. 000 t<» the Eden Sanitarium. Darjeeling. — and there were 
expenses in connection with the int.roluction of the scheme for the associa- 
tion of independent medical practitioners with f K»\ eminent hospitals. E fleet 
was given to this scheme in the Mayo and Sambhu Nath Pundit Hospitals in 
the months of June and July last respectively. It involves a recurring 
expenditure of Ks. it. 170 per annum on account of the j aid staff employed to 
assist the honorary staff and other charges, besides an initial expenditure 
of Ks. 9, KM| for laboratory equipment, instruments, etc. 

The estimate for next year amounts to Its. 23,56,0 00. It includes 
Rs. 63,000 for the School of Tropical Medicine, viz.. Ks. 13.000 which is the 
unexpended balance of the Imperial grant and Ks. 50.000 for equipment. 
When the foundation stone was laid by His Excellency Lord Carmichael last 
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year it was hoped that the school woull be opened during the current year, 
but for reasons which 1 need not enter into now, I fear that our hopes cannot 
1x3 realized. Owing to this doubt no provision has at present been made for 
the staff, etc., of this school. I may say that it has been decided that a 
Hospital for Tropical Diseases shall be constructed as an adjunct to the 
school, but as the hospital will be built and maintained out of funds raised by 
subscriptions, it has not been thought necessary to make any • provision 
for it in this budget. 

The unexpended balance* amounting to Rs. 20,000 out of the grant of one 
lakh sanctioned by the Imperial Government for medical relief has been 
provided for expenditure next year. 

This budget also includes the provision for two grants-in-aid each of 
Us. 10,000 in order to meet the initial charges of two newly-constituted bodies, 

(a) tin* State Medical Faculty and (h) the Council of Medical Registration. 

The appointment of an Indian Medical Service Personal Assistant to 
Surgeon-General having now been sanctioned by the Secretary of State, the 
provision for the pay and allowances of this officer has been repeated, but it 
is not expected that an Indian Medical Service officer will be available 
until after termination of the war. Full provision has also been made for 
the expenditure in connection with the scheme for the association of private 
medical practitioners with the Mayo and Sambhu Nath Pundit Hospitals. 

A sum of Us. 1,000 has again been provided for typewriting machines for 
a few more Givil Surgeons’ offices. Provision has been made* for the purchase 
of an Epidiascope for the Medical College at a cost of Rs. 1,500. The 
provision on account of Municipal taxes on medical buildings has been 
reduced in view of the fact that the owner’s share will now be paid by the 
Public Works Department and met from that budget. Increased grants 
have been provided on account of supplies and services of the Medical College 
Hospital and a sum of Rs. 200 on account of the revision of the establishment 
of that institution. 

To meet the growing needs of the times it has been considered advisable 
to appoint three anaesthetists to the Medical College Hospital, and provision 
for their pay at Ks. 100 each per mensem has been made. 

The budget also includes provision of Rs. 1,000 and Rs. 2,052 to meet 
the cost of the revision of the establishments of the Presidency General 
Hospital and Medical College respectively, which has already been sanctioned. 
Finally, provision has also been made (u) for the training of nurses, and 

(b) for expenditure in connection with the Serological Laboratory at the 
Medical GoIIege. A sum of Rs. 15,000 has been provided in the former case, 
and Rs. 35,000 in the case of tin* Serological Laboratory.” 

LIST OF BUSINESS — ITEM No. 10 

The Hon’ble RA1 PR1YA NATH MUKHA1UI PAHA DU R introduced 
the following heads : — 

R EVEN UK — 

N — Registration. 

Expenditure — 

1 2 — Registration . 

He said : — 

11 Sir, I have the honour to introduce the estimates of Revenue and 
Expenditure relating to the Registration Department. 
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The receipts for next year are estimated at Rs. 19,00,000 against the 
sanctioned estimate of Rs. 20,50,000 in the current year. Owing to the 
slackness in the jute trade due to war conditions, tilt* income of the 
department has declined since August last, and the revised estimate for the 
current year has been placed at Rs. 18,00,000. The estimate for next year 
allows for the normal increase of one lakh over this reduced figure. This 
is one of the earning departments of Government which has boon affected 
by the war. This is shown in paragraph 20, page 12 of the Financial 
Statement. 

On the expenditure side we have provided for Rs. 11,23,000. The 
sanctioned provision for the present year was Rs. 11,99,000. The revised 
estimate is Rs. 11,51,000. This decrease is due to several causes. The 
Registrar of Joint Stock Companies and his establishment have been transferred 
from this department on the appointment of a separate whole-time Registrar. 
Formerly, the work was done by the Registrar of Assurances, Calcutta, 
who was an officer of the department. There was also a provision for 
improving the salaries of District Sub- Registrars and of the establishment 
of district headquarters offices, which had to be kept, back owing t»> the 
outbreak of war. Wo have' had to hold up schemes for the improvement of 
the cadre of Sub- Registrars and of District Sub- Registrars and for the 
appointment of an additional fourth Inspector of Registration Offices, which 
have been generally approved, but which cannot be put in the next year’s 
budget. Proposals for the much-needed revision of establishments in district 
and inufassal offices have been worked out, but. for obvious reasons effect, cannot 
be given to them so long as tin* present conditions last, fn this respect, the 
Registration Department has been badly hit, as several very useful schemes 
which have been matured with considerable trouble and can* and which 
would have benefited the depart ment very materially, have had to hi* post- 
poned until normal conditions return. 

It will be seen that whereas the receipts are estimated at 19 lakhs the 
expenditure iH about lli lakhs which is 59 percent, of the receipts. Thin 
department, therefore, gives the State a considerable surplus/’ 


LIST OF BUSINESS — ITEM No. 10 A. 

The Dou ble Mii. S AMMAN introduced tin* following head : — 

Expenditure — 

24 — Sanitation. 


He said : — 

44 Sir, I beg leave to introduce the consideration of the figures in the 
revised Financial Statement for 1915-16 which relate to the Sanitation 
Department. 

Those figures will be found on pages 56 and 57. Under the head 
‘Sanitation and Vaccination’ the estimate for 1915-16 has been placed at 
Rs. 3,07.000. against Rs. 3.93,000. the sanctioned estimate for tin* current year, 
and Rs. 4,19,000, the revised estimate. 

The decrease is chiefly under salaries and contingencies : 

(a) Salaries . — A lump deduction of Its. 20, (MX) has been made as some of 
the Deputy Sanitary Commissioners have returned to military duty and no 
officers have yet been taken in their places. 

(b) Contingencies ( Its . 60,000 ). — In 1912 the Governing ♦Body of the 
Indian Research Fund Association made a grant of Rs. 50,000 for jungle 
clearing m Bengal as a measure against malaria. Smc^ then this amount has 
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been provided in tbe Budget every year, but not spent. The Provincia 
Malaria Committee found it impossible to formulate a definite scheme o: 
jungle-cutting on practical lines and suggested that the grant might be mon 
profitably used on subsoil drainage. Two schemes for subsoil drainage .wen 
■drawn up and the matter was referred to the Government of India, wh< 
declined to sanction the diversion of the grant to another purpose and askec 
for the return of the money. The sum of Iis. 50,000 was accordingly replace* 
at the disposal of the Indian Research Fund Association, and no such provi- 
sion has been made in the next year. 

The lump grants for recurring and non-recurring expenditure are showi 

on page 57. The total for the current year, aftei 
making a lump deduction of ten lakhs, amounts U 
Rs. 18,32,772. The whole of this will not Jm 
utilised before the 31st March. The principa 
items which have already been sanctioned or wil 
probably be sanctioned during the current yea 
from these grants are shown in paragraph 63 ni 
pagr^ 23 of the statement. As explained in para 
graph 10 on page 5 the only provision that has been made for expend ituri 
on sanitation in 1915-16 is n sum of Rs. 9.50,000 for recurring expenditure. 

If further information is desired on any point 1 shall be very happy t< 
supply it.” 


lu. 

18,82,772 for non-recurring. 
9,50,000 for recurring. 


28,32,772 

10,00,000 lump deduction 


18,32,772 


LIST OF BUSINESS — ITEM No. 11. 

The 1 1 nn I »le Mh. BKATSON BKIX introduced the following heads:— 


R event k — 

XX II I — Stationery and Printing. 

KXI'KNDITUKK — 

30 — Stationery and Printing. 


Ill* said : — 

“ Sir, I have not much to say in connection with this head. Th 
revised estimate of receipts shows an increase of Rs. 36,000 which is du 
to t he sale of waste-paper and unserviceable materials from the Paeon Ja 
Press which has been abolished. Tin* serviceable materials ha\e been sol 
to thi* Government of Bihar and Orissa for opening a Jail Press of their ow 
at Gaya which has been adjusted by minus entry on the expenditure sidt 
The receipt budget for next year is Rs. 1, 32.0(H) against Rs. 1.37.862 — th 
actuals of 1913-14—- and calls for no particular remarks. On the expenditur 
side the revised estimate shows a decrease of Rs. 88,000 which haB bee 
fully explained in paragraph 57 of the Amended Draft Financial Statemer 
and 1 have nothing further to add. The budget for next year amounts t 
Rs. 13,87,000 and provision has been made according to actual requirement) 
No provision has been made for the Dacca Jail Press while the cost of th 
Forms Department has now been amalgamated with the Presidency Ja 
Press. 

As explained before in the Council, the Secretariat Press was hopeless] 
congested, but some accommodation in the Military Accountp Departmex 
Buildings in Koilaghat Street having been available, a portion of the Pres 
has been removed thero and we have been able to give more space toth 
confidential paction, the establishment of which will now be revised. A Itttn 
provision of Rs. 6,000 has been made for this purpose.” 



The Amended Draft Financial Statement. 

Mr . Cowley. 

LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 12. 


The Hon’hie Mk. COWLEY introduced the following heads : — 
RkVKNTF; 

XVIII — Ports and Pilotage. 

K\i*HM)rni:K — 

21 — Ports and Pilotagp. 

Rkventr — 

X X IX — l rrigut ion — Major Works. 

KxrExnm in: — 

12 — Irrigat ion — Major Works — Working Expenses. 

Rf'.V kNI'K — 

XXX — Irrigation — Minor Works and Navigation. 
Exckniuitk k — 

l.*> — Irrigation — Minor Works and Navigation. 


He said : — 

“Sir. the only noticeable mutter in connection with the ligti res tinder Ports 
and Pilotage is the decrease during the 'Current year on both the receipt and 
expenditure sides of the estimates for pilotage charges. This is due to a falling- 
otT in tin* number nl vessels entering and leaving the Calcutta Port in 
consequence of the partial suspension of trade caused by the war. 

As regards the Budget for the next year, it allows for normal expendi- 
ture, and the receipts have boon framed in view of the adverse trade 
conditions. 

Coming now to the heads of the budget entitled XXIX — Receipts — 
Irrigation — Major Works and 12 — Expenditure — Irrigation — Minor Works and 
Navigation. XXX — Receipts and i'6 — Expenditure, tin* Major Works with 
which we have. to deal in this Presidency, as at present constituted, are t ho 
Midnapory and llijili Tidal Canals. The latter is for navigation only, while 
the former provides for both irrigation and navigation. There has been a 
reduction in the navigation receipts from these canals, specially in tin* latter, 
due partly to the closure of the canal for silt -clearance and partly to the 
effects of lilt* seven' Howls of the year 191<‘>. Tim navigation receipts from 
these canals have also generally sriffbred fiom railway competition. 

As tin* work of clearing silt out of the locked reaches taken up last year 
was nearly complete I in that year, there has been no increase in the expendi- 
ture of the year 1914-15 and none js anticipated during 191"#- 10. As consid- 
erable expenditure ih incurred every year on clearance ol silt Iroin portions 
of these canals, it would be more economical to carry out such work by a 
dredger instead of b\ hand-labour as at present. It is hoped that it will be 
possible to purchase a suitable dredger for this purpose when the war is 
over. 

1 now turn to the heading ’ Minor Works and Navigation, which is more 
important in its effect upon Provincial Revenues. The chief sources of 
revenue upder this head are the tolls received from navigation on the Calcutta 
Canals, the Sundarbans route and the Madaripiir Bhil route, which together 
form the navigable route for boats and inland steamers between Calcutta 
-and Eastern Bengal. The receipts from these sources are estimated at 
R«. 4,07.000 out of the total estimated receipts of Its. 5.24,000 against the 
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budget e&timate of Rs. 6, 10, (XX). The decrease is chiefly in receipts from the 
Madaripur Bhil Route and to a certain extent from the Calcutta and Eastern 
Canals. The falling-off of receipts from the Bhil Route is due to the tempo- 
rary »ilting-up of the Manikdali entrance channel and consequent loss of 
traffic. A falling-off of Rs. 10,000 is also expected in the irrigation receipts 
from the Eden Canal on account of remission of water-rates expected to that 
extent. During the coming year it is estimated that there will he an increase 
of Us. 20,000 from navigation tolls on the Magra Hat Drainage Channels, and 
as it is not likely, owing to the construction of a new supply sluice, that any 
remission of water-rates will have to he granted on the Eden Canal. The 
total estimate for receipts for 1915-16 shows an improvement of Rs. 46,000, as 
compared with the receipts for the current year. 

There has been a considerable increase in the revised estimate of 
expenditure under " Minor Works and Navigation ’ for the current year, as 
compared with the budget. This is duo to a special provision of Rs. 6,00,000 
for purchasing dredging plant for the maintenance and improvement of the 
inland waterways of the Presidency. 

The Government of India have sanctioned the purchase of the suction 
dredger Alexandra at a cost of Rs. 5,25,000 and the balance of the grant wiN 
be utilized in purchasing coaling plant for the two dredgers Foyers and 
Alexandra. A sum of Rs. 19,250 has been placed at the disposal of the 
district of Bakarganj as Government contribution for tin* re-excavation of 
the Damoda Channel by the District Board. Provision lias also been made 
for flood damage repairs, and it is expected that all works connected there- 
with, including the raising of the Damodar left embankment, where necessary, 
will be completed during the (joining year. 

The clearing of the bed of the Saras wati river in connection with the 
Rajapur drainage works, for which Rs. 60,000 was provided for expenditure 
during the current year, has not as yet been taken up, as, owing to the present 
financial contingency, funds for the completion of the work are not at present 
available. The work in connection with dredging the Angeria Creek on the 
8undarbans route is nearing completion, while that for dredging t he Puthimari 
Channel on the existing steamer route between Calcutta and Barisal has been 
postponed pending a final decision on the Grand Trunk Canal project of which 
if. will form a pari. Fair progress has been made on the construction of the 
second supply sluice and connected works, Eden Canal, for which Rs. 20,000 
has been provided in tin* coming year. The Ganges from Pigha to Rajmahal 
being now in the Province (rf Bihar and Orissa, a proportionate sum out of the 
provision of Rs. 35,000 made for the Ganges Training Works will have to be 
transferred to that Government during 1915-16. This arrangement will 
continue during the currency of the existing financial settlement. Provision 
has been made as usual for carrying out training works during 1915-16 in the 
Dhaleswari and Buriganga rivers to facilitate navigation and to improve the 
water-supply of the town of Dacca. The protective revetments on the river- 
side slope of the Hooghly left embankment at Diamond Harbour were very 
badly damaged by the storm of 24th July 1913 ; and, as advised by the 
Inspector-General of Irrigation, further protective works in the form of a con- 
crete mattress are being carried out. It is expected that the work, as taken 
up, will be completed by 31st March 1916/’ 

LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 13. 

The lion’ble Mk. GUMMING introduced the following heads : — 

Rkvknuk — 

XXXI — Civil Works in charge of Civil Officers. 

ExPENnmiKH— ; 

45 — Civil Works in charge of Civil Officers. 

# . , *■ 
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He said : — 

bir, on the receipt side, the income is Rs. 1. or, 000. ami it calls for 
no remark. 

On the expenditure Hide, the items are principally divided between 
District Boards, Municipalities ami the Calcutta Improvement Trust. Tho 
details will be found at page of the Amended Draft Financial Statement, 
and 1 need not go into further details. There is. however, one head to which 
] might draw attention and that is a recurring grant of 'one lakh which has 
been given for five years to Divisional Commissioners and anothei grant of 
Rs. 52.000 which has been given for t wo years t o Dist rict Magistrates. I 
need hardly say that these grants are mueli appreeiated and are wisely made. 

No other items call for any remark. 


LIST OF BUSINESS — ITEM No. 14. 

The Hon’ble M k. (GREEN introduced t he following heads . — 


Rkvkm-k — 


XXXI — Uivil Works in charge of the Public Works Department. 


Kxcknmtikk — 

•15 — Uml Works in charge of the Publie Works Department. 

He said : — 

“Sir. 1 have to introduce for the consideration oj the t'ouncil the Budget 
for Civil II T ork in cltii'^/r ni the Fuhlic If’ <n ks /> e/ci ef incut 

There is an increase of Rs. 85,000 in the receipt side ol the revised 
budget for tin* current year which is principally due to larger realization of 
rent on (Government buildings and larger receipts on account of the sale 
proceeds ol old (Go\ eminent buildings. 

For next year ( 1 9 1 .V] 6) receipts have been estimated at Rs 1,25,000. ne\, 
Rs. If). 000 less than the anticipated receipts for tin* eiirreiP year. This 
decrease is due to the estimated receipts on account oj sale ol < Government, 
buildings next y.»ar being less than those in the present year. 

( )n thr expmid it u re *dde. under original works, in the Revised Estimate, 
there is a decrease of Its. 3,73.000 which is principally dim j,o the expecta- 
tion that the full ran t for several works in connection with buildings and 
communications. chielJy those for road improvement m the Dear*, will not he 
fully utilized ilmaij the year. 

Under Repairs the increase ol Rs. 1,12.000 in the Revised Estimate iH 
mainly due^o extra grants, given this year, for advance collection ol metal 
for next year’s road maintenance, additional grant*- given to supplement 
insufficient budget grants for certain roads in the (’mitral (hrcle. ehieHy for 
the G rand Trunk Road, and thi- provision of extra grants for special repairs 
to the Tista Valley Road in tin* Darjeeling district. 

* he increase of Rs. 93,000 in establishment in th * revised estimate is 
partly duo to additional grants given to meet the cost of establishment under 
the Sanitary Engineer and of additional establishment required during the 
end of the year in connection with the Dacca University buildings, and partly 
owing to insufficient provision having been made in the current year’s budget 
for establishment in general. 
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The increase of Re. 19,000 in Tools and Plant is due to the purchase *of 
elephants, steam-rollers, etc., in connection with the improvement of the 
I)uars roads. i 

The anticipated expenditure of Rs. 90,000 under stock represents the 
increase in the value of stock over last year’s closing balanoe. This is 
mainly due to the manufacture of bricks for the Dacca University buildings 
and buildings in other jiartH of the Province. 

The grant for expenditure during the coining year has been fixed at 
Rs. 64,88,000 against Rs. 89.00,000, the revised estimate for the current 
year. From this we have first, to meet our recurrent expenditure on 
Establishment, Tools and Plant, and Repairs, and to make adequate provision 
for carrying on original works in progress. 

For Establishment we have provided Rs. 13,50,000 against Rs. 12,40,0(K) r 
the revised estimate for 1914-15. The increase is principally due to the fact 
that, it is estimated the Imperial contribution of 21^ per cent, on works 
to lie executed for the Oovernment of In lia, during the coming year, will be 
Iohk by Rs. 63,000 l ban in the current, year. Rupees 35,000 has also been 
provided to meet the cost of establishment required in connection with the 
Dacca University buildings for the lull year. Tin* balance of the increase has 
been set, aside to meet demands for temporary establishment which may 
arise during the year. 

For Tools and Plant only Rs. 50.000 is provided against Rs. 89,000, the 
no ised estimate lor the current year, as owing to the reduction in the prob- 
able expenditure on original works, it is estimated that the expenditure on 
Tools and Plant will also be much less. 

The amount provided for repairs is Rs. 22,00.000 against Rs. 22,95.000, 
the revised estimate for the current year. The grant of Rs. 22.00.000 has 
been fixed at the lowest sum possible in order to provide adequately for 
carrying on. during the coming year, works which are now in progiess. 

A provision of Rs. 24, <13, 900 has been made to complete the works which 
will be in progress on 31st March 1915, and on which expenditure has been 
incurred during tin* current yeai . 

This leaves a sum of only Rs. 1,21,100 available for works not yet com-* 
monced. Ol this a sum of Us. 3, 00, 000 has been set aside for Minor Works, 
('null costing Rs. 5,00o and less, and m the case of the Education Department 
Rs. 10,000 and less, and Rs. 1,21,100 as a reserve under communications, to 
meet annum other things certain liabilities incurred on works on which no 
expenditure has been incurred during t lie current year. 

This leaves nothing lor new Major Works. 

The Minor Works grant of Rs. 3,(10,000 includes Rs. 2,54,000 to be placed 
at the disposal of (Commissioners of Divisions and Heads of Departments 
thus 



Ks. 

Education Department 

... 56,000 

Medical 

Registration 

... 38,000 
... 12,000 

Police ,, (Mufassal) ... 

... 38,000 

Police (Calcutta) ... 

... 12,000 

Jails 

... 30,000 

Excise 

... 8.000 

Commissioners of Divisions ... 

... 60.000 

and Rs. 46,000 for the following purposes 


Courts of Law 

* Residences of Lpoal Government 

P. W. Reserve * * 

ten 

... 8,000 
... 20.000 

.. .x 18,000. 
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LIST OF BUSINESS — ITEM No. IB. 

The Hon ’hie Mu. BKATSON BELL introduced the following heads 

Rkvkntte — 

XTI — Interest. 


Kxi’KNIHTU -llK — 

1 — Refunds and Drawbacks. 


Revenue — 

XXII — Receipts in aid of Superannuation. 

Kxi'KMUTl kk — 

29 — Superannuation. 


Rkvkntk — 

XX V — M isrellaiUM >us. 


KxUKNOm kk — 

32 — Miscellaneous. 

He said : — 

“ Sir, I have now come to tdic last hatch of Budget heads. 

Ah explained in Council m past years the Interest budget represents foi 
the most part the loan transactions of the Local dovornuirnt. We borrow 
money from the Imperial Government at 3£ per cent, calculated on the mean 
outstanding balance and re-lend it under the Lam I Improvement and Agricul- 
turists Loans Act to Co-operative Societies, on drainage and embankment 
advances, to land-holders, etc. and to local bodies, such as Municipalities and 
District Boards (excluding Presidency Corporations). The receipts comprise 
* the interest which wo receive. The increase* under the head is due to the 
provision for larger advances to Municipalities for works of sanitary improve- 
ments. The estimates for 1915-16 ami the revised estimates are shown in 
^paragraph 21 of Die Amended Draft Financial Statement. 

Refunds and Drawbacks occur in the different depart incuts. We budget 
on the basis of the average actuals oi the past three years excluding special 
payments. The details are shown in page 3 of the Financial Statement. 

In the Superannuation budget tin* receipts represent I contributions of 
officers lent to foreign service or employed for tin* management of private 
estates and deductions for Pilotage Tension Funds. Tin- char/es are pensions 
and gratuities actually disbursed. The charges under tin's head tend to nae 
year after year owing to increase in the number of claims to pensions, 
provision of two lakhs has been made to meet charges for the commutation 
of pensions# against Us. ], 50,000 provided in the revised estimates for the 
current year. 

The Miscellaneous budget comprises several sinal I items. The detailed 
figures under receipts arc shown in pages 35-30 of the Financial Statement. 
The revised estimate of redeipts is Us. 5,89,000 against Rs. 5.92,000,- the 
budget estimate, or an increase of Rs. 97,000. The increase is chiefly under 
the head \Unelaimed Deposits, the estimate for which has been raised from 
lls. 4,80,000 to Rs. 5,55,000. The rest of the increase is under 4 Fees ’ for 
Government audits on account of realisation of arrears in Miscellaneous Fees, 
Recoveries of Law Charged and other small itei^a. The budget fqr next 
year is Rs. fifW^Ofrjjyhich includes Rs. 5,80,000 for*^n farmed deposit based 
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on the average of three yearn ending 1918-14. The other items are 
past actuals and do not call for any remarks. 

On the t xpenditure side the detailed figures are shown in pages 61-62 
of the Financial Statement. The revised estimate shows a nominal saving 
of Rs. 6, 38, 0(H) which is mainly due to the adjustment under appropriate 
heads of charges for grain compensation allowance, for which 4 lakhs was 
provided in the budget, and of grants sanctioned by His Excellency from his 
allotment of one lakh for petty grants ; also to the reappropriation of the 
reserve provision of lakhs in order to meet charges under other heads ; and 
finally to savings in the provision of Its. 50,000 for gratuitous, relief in Hooded 
districts. Against these transfers and adjustments additional charges were 
incurred on the following accounts : first, donations for charitable purposes 
under which special grants were given to the Calcutta Orphanage* for extension, 
totlie District t ’haritnMe Society for the construction of a female vagrant ward 
•within the compound of the Government Alms House and to tin* Salvation 
Army ; secondly, there were additional charges for the Port Development 
Committee and the District, Administration Committee ; thirdly, compensation 
was paid to tin* Assistants of the Eastern Bengal and Assam Secretariat for 
resumption of lands and houses taken up by Government at Dacca. 

The budget for next year is Rs. 10,16.000. This includes Rs. 1,70,(HK), 
the same as the budget, for the current year, for donations for charitable 
purposes, a lump provision of Rs. 20,000 for any unforeseen special Commis- 
sions of Inquiry, increased provision of Rs. 10.000 for guarantee for new 
telegraph lines urgently wanted for the Police* Depart ment . t lie usual allot- 
ment of one lakh for petty grants by His Kxcellency, lakhs as general 
reserve which we usually keep to meet unforeseen demands, as it is impossi- 
ble to work without such a reserve, past experience having shown that 
demands will arise which we cannot now foretell, half a lakh lor gratuitous 
relief and 1 lakhs for the grant of grain compensation allowance to the 
menials of all the departments. The question of raising the pay of menials 
both in Calcutta and in the mulassal is still under consideration, ami it is 
hoped that the scheme will be submitted to tin* Government of India before 
long.” 

The Hon’blo NAWAB SYKD SHAMS-CL-II (' DA said — 

u Gentlemen, before we adjourn I think that it is necessary to remind 
lion hie Members that resolutions on the Financial Statement must reach the 
Secretary t o t he Council not later t han 11 on Monday, tin* St h March. 

This has already been intimated to lh>n bh* Members by the Secretary in a 
circular dated tin* 11th February. 1 desire also to remind Double Member^ 
that, hist year, in response to a representation made to him. His Kxcellency 
gave I lon’hle Members an assurance that, so far as was possible, copies of 
the speeches introducing the various ‘Heads' of tin' Amended Draft 
Financial Statement would be furnished to Double Members on the date of 
delivery. Out of the 1 I speeches made to-day, 10 have already been printed' 
tip and an* now obtainable from the Secretary, to whom application for the 
^une shall he made.” 

ADJOURNMENT. 

* 

The Council was then adjourned to Saturday, the 13th March. 1915. at 
11 A.M. 



Gai.cutta ; 

The lfth March . 1916 . f . 


* A. \\\ WATSON. 

Secy, to the Govt . of Bengal and 
Secy, to the Bengal Legislative Council. 


B. lt» D. 


as 

% 



ict M* Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled 
nder the provisions of the Indian Councils 1861, 1862 and 1609. 

nd the Government of India Act , 1912 . 


The Council met in the Council Chamber in Government House on 
Saturday, the l&th March, 19 In, at 11 a.m. 


Present : 

His Excellency t ht^ High! lldn’hle Thomas Oayio. Harox Carmichael 
ok Skirling, («.('. i . k.. K.c.M.ti., Governor of th»* Pio^diney of 
Fort William in Hengal, presiding. 

The Ilon’hle Nawah Syki> Siiams-i l-Hcda. 

rhe llon’hle Mi;. N. lh Hi. vtson Bull. r.u:. 

r l n h « j Hon hie Sruouov-t « knural (*. F. A. 1 1 a i: i; i s . r.s.i. 

The 1 1 < >n hie Mi;. C. .1. S tkvunson-Moork, e.v.o. 

Tlie Hon’hle Mu. F. .1 Monahan. 

r rile I Ion hie Ml;. J. G. C| MMING. C.I.K. 

The Hon’hle Mu. .1. H. Kerr, C.I.K. 

Tim H on'lilc Mu. II. L. Stk.I’Hknkon. c.i.k. 

Tin* H on’ble Mu. H. F. Samman. 

The llon’hle Mu. 11. II. Green. 

The Hon hie Mu. B. 15. Nkwrocli). 

The Hon’hle Mr. C. IF Hompas. 

The llon’hle Mu. W. W. Hoi; null. 

The Hon’hle Mu. C. F. Payne. 

The Hon ’bit* Raj Priya* Nath Mckhah.ii Baiiahcr. 

The Hon’ble, Mr. F. A. A. Cowley. 

The H. .J. Hilakv. 
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'Hip Hon’bie Nayvah Bahadur ok Mukshidabad, k.c.s.i., k.c.v.o., Amir- 
uk-Omkah. 

The Hoii’hle Sir Satyendra Pkarakka Sinha. kt. 

Tin; Ilon’hle Dr. Nilkatan Sakkai:. 

The Hon’bie Raja Hrikiiikksh Laha. c.i.k. 

Tim Hon’bie Mi:. Hyomkkk ( ’hak ravarti. 

Tim Hon hie Si i: Buay Ciiand Maiitah, k.c.s.i., k. c.i.k., i.o.m., Maha- 
rajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan. 

I’ho II on’ble Ra.ia Shohhi Kama Acharyya OiiArnurRi Bahadur. 

Tin* Hon’ble lh:. I>kra Prahad Saruadii ikari. c.i.k. 

Tin* II on’ hit* Ra.i \ I >i nkndr a Narayan Ray. 
f rin* Ilon’hh* Rai Raihia Ohakan Bak Bahadur. 

Tim Ilon’hh* Mr. K. II. Bray. 

Tim Hon’hh* Mi:. F. II. Stkyvart, c.i.k. 

Tin* 1 Ion hie Mi:. W. T. Hrick. 

’Fin* Ilon’hh* Mk. (i. A. Baykky. 

Tim II on’hle Mai i.yi Mazhari i Anwai: Ohai ihu ri. 

Tin* Ilon’hh* Maharaja R ynajit Sinha ok Nasiiiitr. 

Tim II on’hh* Rai Xaunaksiia Baku* Bahadur. 

Tim Ilon’hh* Nayvah Saiyid Nayvah A u (Tiaudhuki, Khan Bahadur. 
him llon'hle Bahc Kurkndra Nath Bankkji. 

’Hm Hon’bie Bahu Surendka Nath Ray. , 

The Hon’bie Rai Hari Mohan Chandra Baiiadui:. 

The Hon’bie Chaudhurt Muhammad Ismail Khan. 

„ ** 

The Hon’bie, Habu Utenora Lai, Ra*. 
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Xn >r<ib Sa > i/iil If. H. Chaudhuri : Mr. (.'timming ; Mr. Kerr. 


LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No. 1. 


STARRED QUESTIONS. 

py th.- Hon IjIi ■ NAW Alt 8AIYI1) HOSSAM HA-IPKli cHAHMIUlil, 

KHAN ItAHAIM i: 

*1. Will the < lovi'nuilt'lil. lie pleased to st.ale whether they have at. TrmutVr »f 
present, under consideration the proposal to t ransfcr to another site the head- ‘i" ' lrt 
quarters station ol tlm oak lial i o 1st net owing to Hie continuous erosion by Nmiictmii <iKn 
tin* river of Xoakliali town? 

The llonble Mr. GUMMING replied 

** Government are keeping in view the possibility that, owing to the 
effects of the erosion by the river Mcglina, it may be necessary to abandon the 
existing town of Xoakliali. The effects of the erosion are being carefully 
observed and Government receive periodical reports. As a further measure 
of precaution. Government are obtaining information regarding possible 
sites fora new headquarters, in ease it should he necessary to vacate Xoakliali, 
but no definite proposal is under consideration, and Government have an open 
mind on the question.” 


Bv the! I onble X A W A B S A m D 1 1 OSS A M II A I DER ( T I A U I )JI U U I , 

KIIAX BAHADUR .- 

*'J. (a; W ill tin* Government be ph-ason to state whether it is a fact ^ unoty 
that seareitv <>l b >- id-drains iuvniilh in some <>j the districts of the I ’residency, m 

notably m the district* of Paeca and bakaiganj ? 

> ; 1 1 so. to wliat i> tills s< areitv due and what steps are the Govern- 
ment taking t<» relieve I lie consequent distress? 

The llon ble Mu KERB replied o- 

Government are not aware* that scarcity of food grains prevails 
in any of tin* districts in this Presidency. The want of rain in September and 
October seriously affected the winter riee crop in several districts, and the 
outturn for the province as a whole is estimated at 72 />rr emt . of the normal. 

The price of common rice in most districts (including Dacca and Bakarganj), 
is, however, less than it was at this period last year. The prices of wheat, 
dal , and the cheaper food grains are somewhat higher than last year, but 
have nowhere reached a pitch indicating any scarcity. The situation is Dung 
carefully watched, hut there are at present no signs of distress calling for 
interventions the part of Government.” 


Bv the Hon’ble XAWAB SAIYI 1) HOSSAM HAIDER CHA UDHURI, 
KHAN BAHADUR — 


*3. (a) Will the Government be pleased to state whether the rules and 

orders governing the Education Department are identical in both Eastern 
ami Westerit Bengal ? 

(A) If not, in vrhat do they principally differ ? 


Uniformity 

th** rulcn and c 
of the Kduc 
Department 
Eastern and > 
eru Batigal. 
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[13th March* 


Questions and Answers. 

Mr. Samnmn ; Moharaji of Nashipur. 

(c) If tbo answer to clause , of tdic question lie in the negative. Will 
the Ciovernment lie pleased to stale whether the existing difl’erenaos are to 
remain, or whether (and if so, when) the said rules and orders an* to he made 
uniform throughout the Presidency i 


The llon’ble Mr. SAMMAN replied : — 


(a) “ The rules are identical in most matters of importance, hut differ 
in many points of detail. 

(b) The chief sets of rules which contain points of difference in the two 
parts of the Province are those governing curricula, the distribution of scholar- 
ships and grants in aid, the powers of the Director of Public Instruction and 
his subordinate officers and the prescription of text-books. 

(r) It has been decided toco-ordinate t he rules (dating to most, but not all, 
of these matters, and the work of co-ordinat ion is well in hand, though it cannot 
be said exact ly when the final assimilation of the rules will be completed.’' 


By the Ilon’ble MAH AKA. IA BAN A.I IT SJNIlA >f Nashipu r : — 


, u j. *!. A rr the (lovpriunpnt rannarkmg 

tip Public Works cess to tin* District hoards 

vV ^ next v«*ai ? 
a r \ 


any proportion of (ho grant of tho 
for sanitary purposes during the 


The Double Mk. SAMMAN replied : — 


The answer is in the negative “ 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS. 

liy the Honhh* MAHAKA.IA 15 ANA-1 IT SINHA nl‘ Nashipur 


8 jh‘ i»t I. — Will the Government Ik* pleased to furnish a statement showing the 

from amount spent by eaeli District hoard for sanitation out of the assignment 
from Public Works cess ? 


Tlie following reply by the Double Mr. SAMMAN was laid 1 oil- the 
table : — 


" District Boards were not asked to keep any separate , account of 
expenditure out of the grants made to them on the surrender of the Public 
Works Cess. The total amount expended by each District Board in 1913-14 on 
account of sanitation, exclusive of vaccination charges, is shown in the state- 
ment appended. Figures for the current year are not yet available.” 



(Questions and Answers. 
}fr. Sam man. 


»W:] 


Statement referred fit in the Answer by the Hon' Id * 
Mr. Sfinunan to Quest tint Xo. 1 (unstirred } as/retf 
hfl the Hon'b/e Alaharajtt Rmajit Si, dot of 
Xashipur at the Council meeting of tin • ISlh 
March. 11*15. 


Sw ial 

No. 


\ AV fc <M 1 >1^ I KM I H.iARl’ 


NUOtUt KMi 
i liarp > un'lmlnix 

ult<l \\ ntri 
ho j»|»l \ 

» 1 '.*1.5 ! 4 i 


Ida rd n'(t n Dirision . Ks. 

1 Hurd wan ... ... ... 10,077 

2 Hirldium ... ... dtUNs 

;; Ha nk ii ru ... ... ... 

1 M :d uapoi ... ... N< Mi I*> 

;> Hooirlilv ... ... ... 1 -M«h 

i\ Howrah ... ... 7>.1<N 


Total ... 1 . 1 l.h.M 


I>! V',s‘ / i ie / i e\f /tins ion 

7 2 I- Hi i ri:a ii.i^ 

S Nadia 

p M u i ’^h ala I M(d 

|l/ Jr.sMHV 

11 Kliulna 


Tola I 

Dana Dirision . 

12 J)ar<*a 
i;; MyimMisinoji 
U Ha rid pur ... 
id Hakar^aiij 


Total 


Chttta fonff ])ivisitnt. 

HI < ’hitta^on^ 

17 Tippera 

lh X oak ha I i 

Total ... 


I 1,710 
:w.2<;.*> 

1U Id 


;; im 

:;n.(Ss 

:;2.su2 

2;n;s7 


I.lM.I.M 


s. 1 1 1 

I 2 S I I 

i 

id. 1 1 2 

is.i:;;; 


Raj sh aid Dirision. 

lit Kajsliahi 

20 Uinajpur ... 

21 Jalpai.LTun ... 

22 Kan^rpur .*.. 

2'A Ho^ra 

24 Pai)iia 

27> Ma Ida 


12.117 
h.sdo 
d..V>2 
20.710 
22 J-»2 
2.tiH i 
d.d OS 


70.7 Id 


Total 
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Questions a nd * I n steers. [1 3 th M a 

Maharaja of Xash/jmr ; Mr. Sam man. 

By the Hon'hle MAHARAJA R AAA JIT SLY HA of Nashipur 

I'litun- n JJ # — Will ili<> ( Government hr ph a.sed to furnish a detailed statement 
t ^ lt ‘ ; ononnf spent < >u Military purposes both in rural and urban arras duri 
the current financial year ? 


The following reply hv the Hon’hle Mh. SAM MAN was laid on tl 

table: — 

“ Figures lor the* current financial year are not yet available. The 
will he compiled as soon as possible after the year has closed.” 


!'iv the Hon’hle MA1IAUAJA l!AN A.) IT SIN HA of Nashipur 

111 — i a Will t In- t Government he )>leased to lay on the table a stati 
nieiit. show mg I he names of the teachers of the Hare and Hindu Schools an 
also the monthly salaries they draw ? 

(b Will the (Government he phased to state t he annual income of th 
doresaid two institutions and the expenditure incurred for their man 
‘ enance ? 


The following re Iv hv the Hon’hle Mi; S\MMAN waylaid on th 
"able : — 

I a ) Two st at.mnent s are laid on the table. 

h) The income and expendit ure ol these »rhooU since HUl-lii hav 
been as follows : — 


liner Seb uni 


Yrui 

1 lit HUH 

1 \ ml it in « 


lis. 

Us. 

lid 1-12 

... 2.VhM .. 

. 21.117 

lhHM;; 

... i!7-Ul — .. 

22,001 

i:h:j-i i 

... 2‘U0l 

. 2 : 1 . 00.1 


Hi ml a Sr hut 


mi 1-12 

... 2XXiU .. 

. -T.tMil 

lOllMT 

... .TO .I'M' 

2 1 .hod 

HUT-il 

... l\stm;i 

. 2T.004 


T ile figures for expenditure arc exclusive of pensionary charges and th 
u>st incurred on the maintenance and repair of the school buildings. 



(Questions and Ansirers. 
Mr. So in in on. 


Ill 


amt referred to m the Answer by the Fhm'ble Mr.Samman to (jaestiun No. Ill 
nstarred) ashed tty the FTon fth j Jfaharaat Itunajit Sin ha f Xash ipn r nt the 
Hindi meetiny of tin 1 13th March. Idl3. 


KM EXT SfJOWlXK THE XAME.s or THE TK\<’H!. ,, S OK TUP lll\0. Sr>; »oL \\o \oso 
THE MONTHLY sVLAKlLs HIKY !>K\\V. 


n \ M t >n on !' i a 

i ►. -i - , i id * 

<i 

d.ti K. is. iiim s Mil i a H.tn.cini 

. i i t .id \1 a** I « * 

Jdlm Tat mi Pi d^.i 1 M ukh'-i [i 

. \— IKtailt ilfd' 

M,.v| 

Ki-lt, ii Klin-an S. n 

’> — i-t ml M i I.-, 


.. Ki .liuiui Ki- i . • m MnlJn i ii 

I >i I t.i 

.1 ,1 m. It ,i \ .it *i MniJn r;i 1 

Pi 1 1 o 

Pandit li.iui.Mii. i \ i-l \ iri as a 

llrad 1 '.mill 

Uaiai 1 | m i m i - i | . 1 K.i k-li i 

\— im inf M .-t 

Kin <i.l < 'Ii. o. Mi ,i 1 I iil.ru 

1 *.i i .. 

\ mi it i 1 ..d < i U|>t .. 

1 >it(.< 

*\l |illil Is li t 1 1 MlM 1 1 . 

1 Ml t-. 

(Pi a\ in; M.is'" 

, 1 * . i r n i 1 1 1 < •<{•.({ 1 i li< < '.i i 

\ "**lfct .mi Mm 

. \ Mill. I III 1 • dl' _ 1 i 1 . . . 

Ollt i 

datmd' a Nat Ii M 1 1 u I • * rji 1 1 

Oil i o 

.lltriiY ,i N.n li M ii!vln*r n 

Out.) 

’andi I Sarat < !. unit a s d~ tn 

Plllo 
( Pandit ) 

Malm S.ixln Hliusan Mnkiimji 

\ nni si ant Mu**!* 

'audit Mdinii.n Ii.j. Vdtii linai t a< liar )i 

1 >ltt«» 

< Pandit ). 

dtduj H.iin 1 i<> f».d a id * 

\Miihiant Mdf*i< 

Niliiidtn 13 , 10 ' mi ... 

Oi t * . 

It.uii 1 >.»*- Ban* iji 

Out. 

. \ in** mli i Nat d <i V"»n 

• 

\*»Mist,iint M.int* 
( 1 >rill \l .i-f **r ) 


I’ui 

<'lt»..f. n \ ,i 

, i ...id. 

IK 

in ' 

< Id- 1\ p I. S 


•J 'ii 

ii s i; s 


] tin 

\ 

< ' i 1* * | m j .(lion I ' t la 1 

isi i nnd 'iir ( nllr^f lialai 
n nil. H \ ,i! It Kd\ 

.*!' ...H*i m . i i- \ 111 

Inn 

V 



\ i 



VI 



\ I 


(in 

\ 11 


do 

\ u: 


du 

\I1I 


dn 

\ in 


do 

( In 1 - id* lie n* ad< h 


.00 

1 ht t<> 


do 

i »< 1 1 • i 


:w 

Ma- 1 1 .. S i: S 


d<) 

, 1 

111 


’.n 

111 



1 \ 


Jo 

\ 




HdJ.it » al Hr 70 a 

in mill lor tmiclnn^ i r /If 
in tin Hindu. ll.iri* 

and S-inakrit ( adlej^ifib* 


K- in. .0 


Kali Outtu ... .Chhi-LihI Maxtor 

(Os nimistu 
M iHlfr ) 


Prawn h alary at Hn. *>0 a 
month in < JawH VI f of 
tin* 8 K. S, fur t**ar!iiu^ 
^yimninMen it. Hie 

P ri*«idf*wv Ooll«*if< awl 
tin* Hindu and Hare 
hidll/olf* 


Question is and Answers. 
Mr. Savimnn. 


[13th 1 


STATEMENT SHOWING THE NAMES oF THE TEACHERS OF THE HaRE SCHOOL AND 

the monthly salaries they draw. 


111 

1 

NiMK oi Orioci a 


Kfi 

Claims of 

Rem a a it- 

1 

Kin viliil. Dun C Hi ,* .dr a < iho-h 

Iload M .oli r ... 

W 0 

I ci«- in b i:. » 


2 

Halm Narayun C'I'-m If a Mm.-iji 

A- i • 1 atit Iliad 

Mn-tcr 

2 .An 

I > E. S 

()n Dave. Hal. 

( 'liandru (in pt a o 

A 

. Ami! ( 'h.oidi a < • opt <i 

A--i-f ant M a- t“I 

17" 

III 

( Mia lat in;: A — i-t 
Mu-toi of tl 

Iniol hill ill 

Lai Huy C 

officiat mu: 

4 

|’( > K u in n nr 

D.tto 

if" 

\ 


7 

\ ilmran Uhandi a Da- Gupta ... 

Ditto 

1. " 

V 


r, 

,, K 1 1 an Sum l >rt t i 

Dill.. 

77 

VI 


7 

, N i U • 1 1 1 jii hfl.i.r > D. 

D-tt 

<>" 

VII 


H 

. ‘-'ai at N 111 . 1 1 < < m»;nli 

Ditto 

7" 

vrn 


«) 

, loom Up VnU ulp- 

lload I’aiidit 

7" 

WLi 


1(1 

I 7 .iinat lia N at l‘ < 1 ho 'li 

A — i-tunt Ma-tor 

7" 

VIII 


1 1 

. hl|MH Rill. n i luH't ll 

Ditto 

47 

< hit-nil tin irrad. - 


12 

, anaiidan 17 nut lt\ 

I’andit 


(In 1 1 



\ -luitosh ( I It i^l i 

A--i-t ant M it-l« i 

A 7 

il 


M 

1 . .1 solicit li. Malta i.‘"\ 

1 ( lluindlmt \ 

1 it to 

.11 

II 


If* 

j , at i-li i'li a ndt i Dot t a 

Ditto 

A 2 

Ll 

( )n l. a\ i Pandit 

N 1 1 1 1 K i v y . t h\ 

ic; 

| Knn |a huh it i ( 'i.ittei ]i 

Ditto 

27 

111 

ilia olli> iat um 

17 

1 . M ii it i L Uhundt a Ka\ \ at n 1 1m ... 

1 

Ditto 
( "am lit ) 

27 

IV 


1 S 

1 . A n u L 1 1 1 1 Tamil i U ... j 

\-M-tant Ma-tei 

24 

1\ 


111 

f 

i M mi 1 \ i Kliairnl An. mi 

Ditto 

(lYr-inn toucher). 

27 

( hit-idt tin- ur.id< 


•2(1 

1 Y tit ant 

i ! 

! 

i ! 

A--i-tant Mattel 

: 



In place of halm 
K m la Lkil, 
halm Jyoti-li 

Bliattacliarji 
on K- 27-1-3C 
III of the L 

21 

i j 

j V lit ’ All t 

1 ht to 

(D i a \v i n j; 

1 Ma-tor). 



, In place of 

.Jop.fidra Nat 

deceased. 

22 

halm mlra Natl < i I k." 1 . 

A-i-tant Ma-tor 
( 1 >r 1 1 1 Mu-tor). 



Draw- Milarx at 
month for teac 
in the Hindu, 
Sanskrit Collegia 

•23 

Kali Mohan Dntta 

i 

t 

A— i-tant Ma-tor 
(Gy in n a s t i c 
Ma-tor*. 



1 Draw- salary at 
! month in class 

1 S f K. S. for 


fry in n a*, tio* in t 
dency College 
Hindu and Hare 


t 
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y Mr. Beatmn Bell. 
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THK REVISED FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 

LIST OF BUSINESS — ITEM No. 2. 

Ill*' Hon Me M h. BEA1SON BELL presented tin* Revise 1 Financial 
Statement for Bengal for 191f>-lti. 


He said : — 

My Lord. I beg t<> lay on Unstable tin* Revised Financial Statement for 
the year 1915-lti. ] have very little to say on the subject ; the memorandum 

has already been circulated to Hon Me Members, and they are all familiar 
with its contents. As regards the receipts for the current year, there is a 
slight alteration in the estimate for stamps, and the provincial share will now 
amount to Rs. 101 lakhs. The other item of interest is one with which all 
an* familiar, namely, l lie fact that His Excellency the Viceroy at the Convoca- 
tion the other day made arrant of Rs. 10 lakhs for hostels in Calcutta. 
This appears as an item of receipt in the current year, and an item of 
expenditure in the year to come. 

Th ere are no other items to which I need draw attention." 


REVISED FINANCIAL STATEMENT, BENGAL, 1915-16. 

FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT. 

FINANCE. 


Calcutta, the 12th March 1915. 

MEMORANDUM. 

In accordance with Rule 11 1) and (2) of the Bengal Legislative 
(financial Statement Rules, 1912. published with Notification 

No. 4482 F.. dated the 10th December 1912, the following memorandum 
is circulated indicating the alterations in the figures which have been 
made* since tin* circulation of the Amended Craft Financial Statement, 
Bengal, for* 1915-16. on the 1th instant. 

2. The following changes have been made under the orders of 
the < roverninent of India - - 

REVISED ESTIMATE, 1914.16. 

KlCEIJ'TS. 

IV — Stamps . — The revised estimate has been raised by two lakhs 
from Rs. 2,00,00,000 to Rs. 2,02,00,000. The Provincial share amounts 
to Rs. 1.01,00,000. 
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(Juextionn and Anxiccrx. 
Mr. Sam. mu n. 


[13th March. 


Statement showing thk nam eh of thk tkacherh of the Hare School and also 

THE MONTHLY SALARIES THEY DRAW. 


Barit! 

N o. 

NiMK oi ornc». u 

I »<sitf nation. 

JW 

Clans, of <er?i<*<' 

R EM A 11 Ks 




IN 



i 

| Km mhih Inin Cluelm (ilm-l. 

li.MIll M.ult | ... 

W 0 

n 'in., m :■ 1 

.N 

2 

Balm Narayan (')mii'Ii Mui-iji 

\s ,-1 lilt Ilf .-I 

MmP r 

2 hO 

I > K 

. S. < in leave . Balm Am! 

< ’liandra (iiipta ofti luting 

3 

\ ml 1 '(until . < i i ’ | » 1 .i 

As-M ant Miet’T 

1 ;>t 1 

111 

DHi-mting Assistant Head 
Mastei of the s am, 

'si hool. Bahu Makhan 

Lai lla\ (Jhamlhun 

officiating 

4 

Br ,e amu >\ n in n Sark hi 

1 > tto 

100 

V 


r» 

\ il hit nil Cliandi n llie < • 1 1 1 »t h ... 

D.tlu 

0 0 

V 


<i 

K n mi Sosi 1 >i 1 1 1 .i 

Ditto 

7f> 

VI 


7 

N 1 k 1 1 1) |»l IlclliM I I >< 



1)11 

\ II 


S 

, 'sin jiI Nath < i mgnli 

Ditto 

ho 

VIII 


... 

. Kami up Vnl> .ih.ini* 

Head Bandit 

ho 

Uti 


10 

1 *l it in at ha Natl < i ho Oi 

Assn t a nt Master 1 

ho 

vui 


1 

1 1 I 

lil | ». II hill . 11 1 Omit h 

Ditto 

4h 

( )iitsni( t In gr.nli - 


1 

12 i 

. s i\ aiianilan Ti 1 * it h\ 

Bandit 

1:1 

Din- II 


i :t | 

\shlltosh ( i It >s! i 

Assist Hilt M ||.|i | 

;ih 

il 


14 1 

1 

. -J \ n( i-.li n.ititli i • .ha 

( *h ami h 1 1 1 \ 

1 1 1 1 0 

1 

II 


Ih 1 

,«i 

- at i"li t 'hull'll . 1 hit t 11 

Kmija Beh n 1 1 ' 1 at t.«M ]i 

Ditto 

Ditto 

32 

II 

III 

t )n leavi Bandit M mmat t 1 

N nth K i\ > a B\ .li.aruntir 
thu oiln intnig 

"! 

. Maiuk C >i 1 11 mil 1 Ka\ \ at 11 1 ha ... 

Ditto 
( O.ltld H ) 

2h 

I\ 


IH j 

,, \mikiil t *h a mil 1 D< ... ; 

\-Msiaut Master 

24 

IV 


in , 

MauB 1 Klimt nl Anani ... 1 

I htto 

( Ber-oan teacher) 

2h 

< hit»nl« tin- L'rnd' s. 


20 : 

1 

i 

1 

1 

l 

Vacant 

i 

I 

1 

j 

Assistant Mastei 



in |>1lU e of Bahu Kmni l 
Kanta l k 1 1 . deceased 

Bahu Jxotish Chandra 
Bhattucharji officiatm;. 

on IN. 25- 1 -30 in ela** 
III of the L. S. K S 

21 1 

j 

Vacant. ... ... ... ! 

i 

Ditto 

(D 1 awing 
Ma>t.er). 

... 


In, place of BftUi 

•Jngeiidra Nath Da*" 

deceased 

22 

Balm Nag udra Karl (Jhnsh 

As.istunt Master 
( I >r il 1 Master). 

1 



Draws sularx at Us. 75 a 
month for teaching dril ! 
in the Hindu, Hare ’and 
Sanskrit Collegiate School-* 

23 ’ 

I 

1 

i 

.. Kali Mohan Dntta 

Assistant Master 
(ti\ m n a s t i 0 
Master 1 . 



• Draws salary at IN. Oh a 

1 month in class VII of tin 
■ S' E. S. for teaching 


gymnastic * hi the Bre**** 
th i icy College ami t!»* 
Hindu ami Hare Schools 
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Mr. Beaimn Bell. 

TIIK HKVJSKD FINANCIAL STATKMKNT. 

LIST OF BUSINESS — ITEM No. 2. 

1 he Hon l»K* M k. LKAlsoN LLLL presented the Revise 1 Financial 
Statement for Bengal f ( > r lUlo-Hi. 

He said : — 

“ My Lord. I beg t<> lay on tin* table tin* Ut*visi*d Financial Statement for 
the year lhlo-lli. I have very little to say on the subject ; t he memorandum 
lias already been circulated to linn ’ble Members, and they are all familiar 
with its contents. As regards the receipts for the current year, there is a 
slight alteration in the estimate for stamps, ami the provincial share will now 
amount to Rs. 101 lakhs. I he ot he’* item of interest is one with which all 
are familiar, namely, the fact that II is Fxeellency the Viceroy at the Convoca- 
tion the other day made a errant of Rs. 10 lakhs for hostels in Calcutta. 
This appears as an item of receipt m tin* current year, and an item of 
expenditure in the year to come. 

Th ere are no other items to which 1 need draw attention. ’ 


REVISED FINANCIAL STATEMENT, BENGAL, 1915-16. 


FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT. 


FINANCE. 


Calcutta , the 12th March 1915. 

M KM< IRAN HUM. 

L\ accordance with Rule II 1) and (2) of the Bengal Legislative 
(Financial Statement Rules. lh 12. published with Notification 

No. 4182 F.. dated the 10th Fecrmber HH 2, the following memorandum 
is circulated indicating the alterations in the figures which have been 
made since the circulation of the Amended Fraft Financial Statement, 
Bengal, for, HHo-16, on the 1 th instant. 

2. The following changes have been made under the orders of 
tin* (Government of India — 

REVISED ESTIMATE, 1914.15. 

Bkceipts. 

IV — Stamps . — The revised estimate has been raised by two lakhfa 
from Kb. 2,00,00,000 to its. 2,02,00,000. The Provincial share amounts 
to Ks. 1,01,00,000. 
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The Revised Financial Statement . 
Mr. Beat son Bell . 


[13th March, 


Transfers between Imperial and Provincial Revenues . — The Government 
of India have sanctioned a non-recurring assignment of ten lakhs for a 
grant to the Calcutta University for constructing hostels. This has 
raised the estimate of receipts under this major head from Ks. 58,59,000 
to Rr. .68,59,000. File estimate of total receipts now stands at 
Rh. 6,20,06,000. 


Cl! AKUKN. 

22 — Education . — Raised hy Rs. 1.50.000 with reference to later actuals 
which include payment of arrcar increase of pay to officers of the Education 
Department recently sanctioned with introspective effect. 

45 —Civil Works in charge of l'ublic. Works Department . — Raised by 
Rs. lakhs to provide for the grants sanctioned to the Public Works 
Department to meet the cost of land acquisition for the David Hare 
Training College at Ballygunge and the Bethune (Vdlege. Calcutta. 

The estimate of total expenditure has been raised from Rs. 6, 52, 36. 000 
to Rs. 6,56.86,000, and the closing balance has been raisei 1 from Rs. 2,7 4,81,000 
to Rs. 2 81,31,000. 


BUDGET, 1915-16. 

( 'll A RUHS. 


A provision of ten lakhs has been made under 22 — Education for a 
grant to the Calcutta University lor constructing hostels sanctioned bv 
the Government oF India as stated above. 

The total charges for 1915-16 will now be raised from Rs. 6.48.29,000 
to Rh. 6,58,29,000, and the closing balance will he reduced to Rs. 2, 11 ,09.000. 
thus : — 


Opening balance 
Receipts 


Kvvtw 1 fHtimtttr, 
IVH-Ii 

Rs. 

... :ux.i i.ooo 

... <i.20.t‘6.0U0 

Itmiifft, 

U»U U». 

IN. 

l.ooo 

fi.llS.07.U0U 


Total 

... 17.(Miu 

S.99,;1S,IM)(| 

Charges 

• • 

... 6.56.«s6.ooo 

100 

Closing balance 


... 2,Nl,3l,(K>0 

2.H.O!1.000 


tdopies of the revised Financial Statement are circulated herewith. 


N. I). HEATSON BELL. 
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REVISED FINANCIAL STATEMENT, BENGAL, 1915-16. 


PART I.— General Review. 


(1) ACCOUNTS FOR 1913-14. 

When tlu* revised estimate f* »r 1DI4-1 l was laid before the (doum-d on the 
26th March ID 14, tin* receipts of I lie year were estimated at Rs. 6.16.70,000 
and the charges at Ks. 6,25,70,000. while the anticipated closing halanee was 
Us. 4, 04, .SO, 000. Tin* .accounts of the year, which have now been finally closed, 
show that the actual receipts amounted to Us. 6,21,11.172 and the charges to 
Us. 6,16,60,640, while the closing balance was Us. .*» . 1 S . 1 1.1 12. The receipts 
were therefore better by Us. 1,71,-172, this improvement having oeeurred ehielly 
under Stamps t^Us. 1.55,416 >. owing to larger duty on probate and letters of 
administration and to settlement, proceedings ; Kxcise Us. 1 ,88,578 ), at tributed 
to the prosperous conditions of the year; Assessed Faxes (Us. 6H,i>5S‘, caused 
by the favourable trade* conditions of 1612-14 which swelled the profits 
of the coal and jute companies; Registration Us. 46,114a due to the 
favourable economic conditions of the year loading to a more rapid extension 
in the demand for registration ; Ports and Pilotage ^ Us. .46,604), ehielly under 
Pilotage fees, tin* revised estimate for which was under-estimated ; and 
Miscellaneous x Us. 1)0,760), partly contributed by larger lapse of unclaimed 
deposits than had been anticipated and partly b\ special recoveries on 
account of service payments of previous years. The actual charges were 
less by Us. 1), 06. 470, mainly under Kducation (Us. .*>,1)7,185) and Medical 
(Us. 10,5 11 /, chiefly owing to non-utilization of the Imperial grants for educa- 
tion and sanitation, respectively, to the extent anticipated in January ; 
Stationery and Printing Us. 54,501), due t,o smaller consumption of station- 
ery ; Miscellaneous (Us. 1, 28,582 , j, for smaller expenditure in gratuitous 
relief in flooded areas ; Civil Works in charge of Public Works department 
(Its. 1.55,615), due to savings in the grants for original works, to the reduc- 
tion of sto"k and recovery of amounts advanc 'd to contractors for manufac- 
ture of bricks ; and lastly under Civil W'orks in charge o| the ( ml department 
(Us. 2.55.747,, owing to smaller grants to municipalities for expenditure 
on sanitation. 

(2) REVISED ESTIMATE, 1914-16. 

2. The revised estimate for 11)14-15 as now passed, on the basis of the 
actuals of the first nine, and in some eases ten. months of the current year, 
is compared below with the sanctioned estimate for the year : — 


Opening balance 

Sanctioned 

estimate. 

Ks. 

8.04. 40.000 

Re vised 
estimate. 

Rs. 

4,18,1 1,000 

Bolter ( + > 
or 

worse ( - ). 

Rs. 

+ 1 3,8 1 ,000 

Revenue receipts 

.*>.7:01,000 

5.51.47,0**0 

—20,64,000 

Transfers )>e tween Im- 
perial and Provincial # 
Revenues 

+57,84,000 

+68.59,004* 

+ 10,75,000 

Total receipts 

6,29.1*5,000 

6,20,06,000 

— 9,89,000 

Grand Total 

9,34 ,25.000 

9,38,17,000 

+ 3,92,000 

Total expenditure 

7,35.93.000 

6,56,86,000 

+79,07,000 

Closing balance 

1,98,32,000 

2441,31.000 

+82,99,000 
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3. The increase under Transfers between imperial ami Provincial 
Revenues is due to liie following additional assignments irorn Imperial 
Revenues : — 


Kb. 


Assignment for provinciaiization of salaries 
of Civil Veterinary Department 

Assignment for non- realization of small 
recovery claims of freights, etc., on stores 
from England in the olliee of the Agent 
for Government Consignments 

Additional assignment for Lieutenant- 
Colonel Sutherland's deputation to sero- 
logical eiKjiii ry 

Assignment for purchase of copies of Indian 
Household Reference Chart and Indian 
Household Emergency Chart ... 

Further non-recurring grant for Dacca 

University 

Smaller assignment for cost of forms for 
Bihar and Orissa Government ( Ks. 2,15,000 
against Rs. 2.32.000) 

Smaller assignment for cost of lorms for 
Assam Administration (Rs. 94,000 against 
Rs. 1,20,000) 

No recovery from Bihar Government in 
connection with fishery experiments 
against Rs. 11.000 originally proposed 

Transfer from Provincial’ to Imperial 
Revenues for net gain for premises No. 9. 
Hare Street, made over to Provincial 
Government for management 

Assignment for grunt to the Calcutta 
University for hostels 


+ 29,000 

+ 6,< (H) 

+ 10.000 

+ 2.000 
+ 1,00.000 

— 17.000 

— 35,000 

— 11.000 

— 0.000 
+ 10,00,000 


+ 10.75.000 


l. The decrease of revenue is the net result of decreases under some 
heads and increase pnder others. I he decreases aggregate Rs. 20,66,000 
and are chielly under the following heads : — 

Lund Revenue— (R>. 6,84,000), due to smaller collections owing to the 
slackness of jute trade and non-realizut ion of the anticipated 
collections of suspensions of 1013-14. 

Stamps — (Rs. 10.50.000). caused by dislocation of business and trade 
caused by the war. 

Excise — (Rs. 3,00.MKb, attributed to the present crisis which has 
affected eonsmn pt ion. 

Forests — ( Rs. 2.00,000,. caused f by smaller sales of timber owing to 
difiieulty experienced in financing the timber trade. 

Registration — (Rs. 2.50.000). due* to the decrease in the number of 
registrations. 

Courts of Law — (Rs. 33.000). due to smaller fines in magisterial 
courts and smaller recoveries of court-fees realize#! in cash. 

Ports and Pilotagt — (Rs. 1 .9 1.000*. due to dislocation of trade caused by 
the war. 

Education — (Rs. 50.000). the budget was fixed rather high. 

Irrigation — Minor Works and Navigation in charge of the Public 
Works Department — (Rs. 43,000). due to stoppage of jute traffic- 
in the Calcutta ami Eastern Canals and to the silting up of 
the Manikdah Entrance Channel and consequent blockage 
of traffic in the Madaripur Bhil route- and to remission of 
water rates in the Eden Canal. 

The increase, on the other hand, amounts to Rs. 9,02,000, and is mainly 
under the following heads :— •* 

Assessed Taxes— (Ks. 4.00,000), attributed to the favourable trade 
conditions of 1913-14 which swelled the profits of some of 
* the coal and jute companies and many banks. 
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Scientific ami Miscellaneous Departments — i Us. 2. IH.QOOi, caused by 
larger sale of quinine and to the credit here of jjths of the 
sale- proceeds of quinine treatments. 

Stationery and Printing — Us. ,'>(>.000 due to the sale of waste-paper 
and unserviceable materials from t lie Dacca Jail Press on its 
removal to Gaya. 

Miscellaneous — Us. 1)7.000). dm* chictly to larger anticipated lapse of 
deposits. 

Civil Works in charge of the Public Works Department — Ks. 85,000',. 

due to larger collect ions of rent on Government buildiugsand 
larger proceeds from sale of Government buildings. 

o. On the expenditure side tin* revised estimate shows a total decrease 
of Ks. 07,00.000, and is chiefly under the following heads 

Stumps — ; Us. lJMMMHb, due to reduction in the price charged by con- 
tractors for the supply of stamp paper and also to smaller 
payment of discount for smaller sales. 

Excise — t Us. 1 Jtti.000), due to savings in the lump grants for reorgani- 
zation of the department and for tin* construction of steam- 
launches. 

Forests— -( Us. 15.000), due to lapse of the provision for new boilers 
for l lie steam-launches Hftu'k and Helen (irey of tin Sundar- 
bans Division, and savings in tin* grant for stores, communica- 
tions and improvements as well as under salaries. 

Regist ration — ( Us. 18.000), due to lapse of t he provision for reorganiza- 
tion of establishment of District ollicos and revision of the 
cadre of District Sub-Kegist rars. 

p 0 |j iv — i Ks. 5, 18,000), due to savings in the grant for mm-rccurring 
charges for River Police and reorganization of the Pastern 
B ngal District Police 1 . 

Ports and Pilotage — ( Us. 1 .05.000). due to sinaller payments to pilots 
owing to t In* partial suspension of trade* and to non-payment 
of Us. 7. r >,000 pro vieled provisionally for the* purchase* of a 
grab d ledger at Chittagong. 

Ivl neat i i » i i — ( Us. 00,20.000). due to savings in the Imperial grnnu for 
both reel i rri ng and non-reeu rri ng e*xp<*nel it tire. 

Medical — . Us. 1 7,5S.OOO ). d lie to si\ mg" in the* grant for sanitation and 
non-inili/.alioii o! the grant for equipment ol the School of 
Tropical M» dinm*. as well as the transfer of a port ion of the 
grant for Sanitation a ml t he* School of Tropical Medicine to 
The Public Works Department and of her heads. 

Agriculture — (Ks. 2.10.* om, due to lapse ol the* lump provision for 
extra field men-domoiistra tors and appivnl ices, savings in 
the*- grants for seriniltii ral experiments, experimental farms. 

si*ed stores, salaries of the Botanic Gardens, and in the lump 

non-reeu rri ng grant for i m prnvenieiits. 

Slationerv and Pri n t i ng— Its. KS.lMHh, elm* to adjustment by reduction 

of expand ll u n* of t he sale-proceeds of the* niaedi t lielA of I he 

l)aee*a Jail Press tak<*n e»ve*r by the* Bihar and Orissa Govern 
incut for t he* Gaya Jail. 

M iseel lane*ous ' Ks. 0.55.001 »j. due* to t lie adjust nn*li t of grants made* by 

Hi" Kxeel leiiev t o ! he a ppropriate* he*a<ls. to the* rcappropria- 
tiems of the r<*se*rve provision to im*e! e*x pi*iid i t u i e* under < > 1 1 1 < * ? 
| |r:t( j N< | U i pe | ra i."fei of charge*"- for gra in alh» wa imt In I In* 
different depart nienis by rea ppr« 'print ion liom tie* lump 
1 provision undeu- tins ln-ad and savings in the grant fur 
gra t u i i oils re * 1 it* f. 

On tin- other hand, tlniv was a total increase m < xj .. ixlit ur.- of 
Rs. lS.62.tKKt. tilt* largest iteins of "Inch arc noted l.< •! < . 

Land Kewnm — ( Rs. 42.<HMn. for larger expenditure nndet .Salaries 
owi ntr t'* i !i<- rcc;,|l ol nflicers from leave. 

< iene nil Administr.it ion — IN. tint* to several others having 

. lire n placed on speciid duty in t lie Secretariat. 

Courts of Law— tils. 3..al.<MK». due to the same reason as nndet Land 
Revenue to larger p:i vim-nts to jdeaders for fees in connection 
with political eases, a r rear pay on account of the revision of 
the Subordinate .Indicia! Service, and to the dehit of grain 
allowance charges bv transfer from 32— Miscellaneous. 
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Jui 1 h — (K s. 3,02,000;, for increased expenditure under jations and 
larger purchase of raw materials for the preparation of 
rnanu fac lures. 

Superannuations — ( Us. 53,000;. for larger grant for commutation of 
pensions. 

Irrigation — Minor Works and Navigation in charge of the Public 
Works Department — <K s for grant for the purchase 

of a dredger. 

' ' Civil Works in charge of t lie Civil Department — (Ks. 5 .02.000;, chiefly 

for larger grants to local funds for works of sanitary improve- 
ments by transfer from Medical and larger provision for 
augmentation grants. 

Civil Works in charge o! the Public Works Department — 

< Ks.*2, 11. 000). due to additional grants for land acquisition in 
connection with the David Hart* Training College at Bally- 
ganj and the Bethmie College, Calcutta. 

h. Tim net result of these change* is that t lie closing balance of 1 hi 1-1 a. 
which was estimated at Us. 1 /.IS, 32,000 m March last, is now estimated at 
Us. 2,81,31,000. r rhe increase is ehieily due to smaller expenditure under 
Police, Kdueation, Medical and Agrieulture, as mentioned above, and to tin* 
assignment of 10 lakhs for Calcutta l ni\ersity hostels. 

(3) BUDGET ESTIMATE, 1915-16. 

7. The opening balance of ID15-10 is t lie closing balance of 1D14-13, 
and is therefore Us. 2.81,31,000. 

S. The estimates for the year, as provisionally approved by the t Govern- 
ment of India, show receipts aggregating Us. 0.18.07.1)00. an expenditure of 
Kh. 0,58,211.000. and a closing balance o| Us. 2, II. 0D, 000. tint ol the special 
grant of 50 lakhs for the Calcutta I mpro\ ement Trust, which lias appeared 
in the accounts since 11)03-01, 10 lakhs have already been paid to tin Jrust. 
and tin' balance 10 lakhs will he paid in 11)13-10. the estimated closing 

balance', the following are earmarked for special rxpcnditmc • — 

JN. 

Minimum balance ... .. ... 2O.0b.rm 

Balance of discretionary grant ... • l0.IU.ooo 

Balance of the 1 mperial grant for Education ... S 7.1 1.000 

Ditto ditto police ... N.oO.OOO 

Ditto ditto Sanitation ... lO.IO.ooo 

Banehi Lunat ie Asylum ... ... ... 23.oo.ouo 

Amount earmaiked for provincial equipment" 

for tin* three years lblt>-17 to 1D1S-1D ... 21.00.1 oo 

(Grant promised to Belgatehia Hospital ... 3 OO.OUO 

Total ... 2,20.02.000 

The difference between Us. 2.1 ] .011.000 and Us. 2,20.02,000 = 20.17.000 
is the free balance a\ailable for m'W expenditure in tin* near future. 

D. r rhe total estimated charges for 11)13-10 amount to Us. 0.38. 2D. 000. 
which is in excess of the income by Us. 10,22,000. owning mainly to tin* 


following provisions : — 

,Ks. 

(Grant to the Calcutta improvement Trust ... 10,00.000 

Non-recurring expendit me of the Education De- 

purtment from Imperial grants ... ... 18,00.000 

Non-recurring expenditure of the Police Depart- 
ment from Imperial grants ... ... 4.00,0(10 

Balance of the Imperial grant for the Agricultural 

Department... ... ... ... 2o.< 00 

Balance of the Imperial grant for Mtdical relief... ; ; 0.(KM 
Equipment for the School of Tropical Medicine 7>0.UK» 
Additional grunt for the management of Govern- 
ment estates ... ... ... 50.000 

Grant for gratuitous relief ... ... ... 50.000 

Lump grant for Civil Works in charge of the 

Public Works Department ... ... 4,88,000 
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10. In I n- exceptional eircu nuance* ol xlu- present v,-ar it has i,,»n 
found impossible to provide for the reprant of all the unex,>emled 1,;^ 

t r 1 


Under the orders of l h 
on the basis that tin 
Provincial balances are 
onlv rl 


budget had been 


»o\ eminent of India, the ouuuei nao been prepared 
1 r< >viii('ial receipt s cover all I lie charpes ami that the 
n !‘ f available ior expenditure in l'.tlb-Hh Conse- 
quently only the roeurrmp prams for Kdueatio,, and Sanitation could he 
proMded, but sul)st»quently tlie Uoveruin.'ijt of India have allowed n deficit 

Of Is. dO-.OOO . ineluditip the spee,al -ivmriV Pram of, ", £kh 

to the Calcutta ( mversity for hostels recently sane, toned ami provision has 
been made for the non-reeurrmp el.arpes mentioned in the parnpmph above 
11. A schedule is attached show, up the new schemes, eostmp indivi- 
dually more than Us. in any one year, which have heeii included in the 

budpet he non-reeurrmp eliurpes o„ account of , I, esc schemes amount to 
Ks l ,.820 and the recurriiip eharpes to Ks. l'.!»!*.!*;,0. liesides these, the 
imdpet includes the b.llowmp new schemes of a more or i,.,s pet tv nature — 


(<7) NoN-UKCl'ltKINO Cl I A U< 1 KS. 


Laud tterenue — 

Purchase of a boat for tin* Collector 
of J\a jslmhi 

Opening of two bridle roads in tin* 
(Mi it t a gong Fi i 11 Tracts . . . 

Pay of a Special officer for revising 
I be Survey and Settlement Manual 
for six niuii t hs 


21.751 

IJKl'J 


Purchase of typewriter 

for 

’lie 


Ca leu t ta ofliee 



at M 1 

Purchase of typewriter 

for 

t lie 


1 >a t jeel i ng < » 11 i < *e 



i ;>< > 

Instruments for dram measures 

for 


retail muni rv spirit shops 





Forrst — 

A play gT*ou ml for the Knrseong Forest 
School 

Construction of a rest-hoiiM* at 
Raman 

Construction of a rest-house nt 
Shishom ukh in t In* ( Mi i t tag< mg Hill 
Tracts 

(renfr il A (I mini: ration — 

Temporary establishment in tin* 
penpal i Translator s olfice 

Purchase of typewrit*!* for the 
Bengal Librarian 

Purchase of typewriters for the offices 
of the Divisional Commissioners... 


1 .Ol 10 


"J.i II H I 


l\ooo 


l .2< H ) 
PM 
1.085 


Courts of Law — 

Preservation of memorial portmits. 

.High Court ... ... ... 2,000 

Temporary establishment for Public 

Prosecutor, Calcutta ... ... 1,128 « 

Purchase of tyjie writer for Presi- 
dency Magistrate's Court ... 100 


IN. 


gs.L's ; 


I ,.V>< ) 


~}J H V i 


2/; w o 


3,528 
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Jails — 


Pay of travelling auditor and his peon 
and travelling allowance 
Purchase of a typewriter for 
Inspector-GeneraTs Tour ofliee 
Purchase of blankets for undertrial 
prisoners 


Police — 

Purchase of a typewriter for the Crimi- 
nal Investigation Department 
Provision for replacing four unservice- 
able typewriters for District ollices 
Supply of Jirsi kit, etc., for the re- 
constitution of town police, Kainpur- 
Boalia 


Medical— 

Temporary establishment for the 
Cholera Ward of Campbell Hospital 
Purchase* of an epidiascope 


Political — 

Provision for settling the boundary 
along the* Mechi 


Ks. 

2,896 

400 

4.241 

36 8 

1,500 


Ks. 


7,557 


488 


2,356 


836 

1,500 


2,336 


1,000 


Agriculture — 

Temporary establishment for jute 
forecast work and their travelling 

allowances ... ... ... ... 1.300 


Scientific and Miscellaneous Departments — 

Provision for Secretariat Clerkship 

examination ... ... ... ... 

Civil Works in chanje of Civil Officers — 

Pure hast' of two new ferry boats for 
Alymensingh Sadar and one for 


.Tamalpore ... ... ... 2.001 

He pairs of ferry ghats, Ranaghat, 

Hasirhat and Baduria ... ... 1,225 

Purchase of a new iron ferry boat for 
Oauri ghat ... ... ' ... 1,800 

lxepairs of three cattle boats in 

M ulna pore ... ... ... 800 


5,829 


iff ) Recurring charges. 


Land Revenue — 

Local allowance to the establishment 

of Chittagong Hill Tracts ... 2.500 

Revision of elephant establishment 
of the Deputy Commissioner of 
Jalpaiguri ... ... 480 

I oeal allowance of the Personal Assist- 
ant to the Directoi of Land Records 1,200 


4,180 
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General Administration — 

Increase of pay of the Auditor for the 
Calcutta Improvement Trust 

Revision of establishment of Private 
Secretary to (iovernor 

Revision of establishment of Military 
Secretary to Governor 

Daily allowance of the Indian Aide-de- 
Camp 

increase of salary of the Chief 
Secretary to Government > 

Increase of establishment for tin* 
Commerce Hranch of the Secretariat 

hum}) provision for revision of the 
establishment of the Hoard of 
Revenue 

Revision of elephant establishment of 
the Commissioner of the Rajshahi 
Division 

Courts of La o ' — 

One short hand-writer for HRh Court ... 

Pay of Additional Public Prosecutor, 
Ifooohly 

Additional jjrrant for contingencies of 
.Jorabaoan and Kyd Street Police 
Courts 

Provision for rewards for Arm* Act 
cases 

Provision for rewards for arrest of 
armed and unarmed Hamits 


Ja ils — 

Pay of Deputy Superintendent. Dacca 
Cent r.d Jai I 

Pav of Mechanic Mistri. Dacca Central 
.Jail 

Pay of Fleet ric Mistri and Hlacksmith. 
I )aeea ( Vnt ra I .la 1 1 

Grant of Tern i allowance t o t Ik 4 warders 
ol the Darjeeling Hist rict 


Police— 

Allowance In ste no- typist ol the of lire 
of the ( -oin in issioner of Police, 
Calcutta 

Pay of two driver mechanics lor the 
motor prison van 

Stall for the new Police Hospital, 
Chiii'Oira 

Peed a ud keep of four buffaloes at Sard a 

Cash trunrd for Kastern Rental State 
Railway. Se.ddah 

Reconstit ution of tin* town police. 
Jiampur-Hoalia 

Staff for Sa ra-Se raj jjanj Iiailwav 

Pa;* of lascars for I* floating (juarters 
for Inspectors of River Police 

Additional arrant for Country Stationery 

Appointment of a jamadar mahout for the 
Df*puty Comm issioner of JalpaR r uri ... 

Allowance to Military Assistant Surgeon 
and Civil Assistant Sur^emi of the 
Police Training College for teaching 
Medical Jurisprudence and First Aid 


Ks. R S . 
tiOO 
K7n| 

'±'27 (l 
7 JO 

1. soo 
;;.o< mi 

2. J00 

072 

io.j 02 

l .son 
(iOO 

:;.o< mi 
o.joo 
2.<H >o 

i:P7oo 

;;.o( hi 
72o 
7 so 
I .oso 

J.Jso 


ISO 

1,120 

2,200 

iso 

d.OOP 

1.01 I 

I. 01 I 

U lo 

J. ( ;oo 

ooo 


720 
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Police — co n c 1 u d ed . 

Kent of telephone connection between 
Bar rack pore Police exchange and 
police-stations at Naihati. Jagatdal. 
etc. ... 

Subsidy to the Military Police* band 

Ports and Pilotage — 

Allowance to surveyors for carrying out 
periodical exaininat ion of Government 
vessels in Calcutta 

Allowance to surveyors for carrying out 
periodical examination of Government 
vessels at Chittagong 


Education — 

Conveyance allowance of Director of 
Public Instruction 

Appointment of Inspecting Maulvis 

Appointment of female attendants for 
Inspectresses ... 

Appointment of shorthand typist for 
\ lie Presidency College 

Larger grant for teaching music in 
Dow i 1 i 1 1 School 

Kent for •*.lims Lodge" occupied by the 
Master of Cookery Class. Dow Jlill 
School 

Cost of Cookery Class, Dow If ill School 


Medical- 


Provision for revision of establish- 
ment of General Hospital 

Appointment of an additional Resident 
Sub-Assistant Surgeon. Campbell 
Hospital 

Appointment of Pathologist, House 
Medical Ollicer and Amesthetist of 
Sambhunath Pandit Hospital 

Pathological laboratory and other ex- 
penses of Sambhunath Pandit Hos- 
pital 

liiidy Superintendent of Swarnamovee 
Hostel 

Provision for revision of establishment 
of the Medical College 1 ... 


Political — 

Additional 

Agent 


Rs. 


1,280 

2,400 


Ks. 


2.100 

720 


1,200 

1.848 

3,040 

000 

1,018 


1,200 

1.080 


1.000 

780 

3.0(H) 

1.7(H) 

1,800 

2.032 


>2,005 


2.880 


10.010 


•lerk for the Political 


10.332 


480 


Agricult are — 

Appointment of a District Agricultural 
Ollicer ... ... ... 1,200 

Appointment of additional agricultural 

supervisors ... ... ... 4,800 

Appointment of three additional 

laboratory assistants ... ... 4,500 

Appointment of live clerks for agricul- 
tural supervisors ... ... , 1,800 

Establishment for the second Deputy 

Director of Agriculture ... ... 1,284 
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Additional clerk for tlu* Run^pur Dairy 

Farm ... ... ... :wo 

Additional establishment for Seed Stores Oou 

Additional establishment for Sericul- 

tural Nurseries ... ... 1,<MM) 

Grant for Co-operative Journal ... 1.2(H) 


Station erg and Printing — 

Personal allowance of tin* Manager. 
Darjeeling Branch Press' 

M i sc el tu neon s — 

Grant to the Lady Mmto Nursing 
Associat ion. Chittapm^ ... 


128 


JN. 


19.741 


<;oo 


i .;>< m ) 


PART II.— Detailed remarks on the Budget for 1915-16. 

Ui < i iris. 

1 1 > . Jjtnd /{erratic. — l’he total collections in 191.VM amounted to 
[N. 2,80. 28. 7>;>7, and t Im est im it ■ for 1917M0 a^ provisionally passed b\ the 
Government of India is Us. 2.91.19.000 against Us. 2.8 1 .80,000. I he revised 
estimate for 191 bio. The ‘-st imate includes Us. 17.92.000 for recoveries of 
Survey and Settlement charges against Us. 1 o.oS.000. t In* re\ ised estimate 
for KMl-lm 

l.i. Tin* estimated Provincial share of Land Ueventi * is calculated as 


follows : — 



Kst i mate. 

191 MA 

Re vised 
est imate. 

191 1-17*. 

Kst i mate, 
191.VJ0. 


IN. 

IN. 

IN. 

Gross Land Revenue 

2,90.01.000 

2.S LHO.tM Mi 

2.9 1 . 19.000 

Deduct — Kst i mated collect lolls 
from Govern men t Estates 

< wholly Provi ncial ) 

1 T.imum >o 

J0.o0.0l Ml 

1 1.87.000 

Deduct — Rerovenes of cost of 
maintenance of botiudaiw 

jiillars (wholly Provincial) 

2 A M M ) 

2.000 


Deduct — Recoveries of Survey 
and Settlement charges 

( wholly 1 mperial » 

2O.LM.0tM) 

jo. NS.OOO 

I7.!t-C»0n 

Total Deduction 


7>0.]0. MM* 

G2.2DJ )00 

Net amount di visi ble bet ween 
Imperial, and Provincial 

revenues 

2.29.88,000 

2,28.70.000 

2,29,2(MMM) 

Provincial share, one-half ... 

1,1 1,09.000 

Li l:;7».ooo 

1.1 1.00 ,000 

Add — Collections from Gov- 
ernment Estates i wholly 
Provincial) 

*47,00.000 

|0.7>0.<M)0 

41,37,000 

Adit — Recoveries of cost of 
maintenance of boundary 
pillars ( wholly Provi ncial ) 

2.000 

2,000 


Total Provincial receipts 

1.GI.71.UOO 

1,54,87,000 

1 ,58,97,000 
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14. Stamps. — The revenue from Stamps for 1914-15 was estimated at 
Rs. 2,211.00,000. The actuals in 1913-14 amounted to Rs. 2, 19,10,851, and 
tlie collections in the* first ten months of 1914-15 show a decrease of 
Rs. 14,;>H,000 as compared with the actuals o{ t lie corresp >ndmg period of 
tin* preceding year. The receipts under this head show improvement up 
to the end of duly 1914. hut steadily declined from August, owing to disloca- 
tion of business and trade caused by tin* war. Some decrease is also antici- 
pated in the last two months and the revised estimate lor 1914-15 has been 
passed for Rs. 2,02,00.000. It is anticipated that the decrease will not 
continue in 1915-10, but there might he a small increase of one lakh and the 
budget, for that year lias bemi placed at IR>. 2,03,00,000. The Provincial 
share is one-half and amounts to ID. 1.01,00.000 for 1911-15 and 
Rs. 1,01.50,000 for 1915-lb. 

15. Excise. — The budget estimate ol t he total revenue under this head for 

19. 1-15 was placed by the (Government of India at Rs. 1 ,5S, 00. ()(>(). The 
actuals ol 1013-1 1 amounted to Rs. 1 .5o.K8.57N. and those of the iirst ten 
months of 191 1-15 show a -mall increase of ID 1 .82,000 onl\ over the aetuah of 
the corresponding | eriod of the preceding vear. The present, crisis lias affected 
consumpt ion in the chief jute-growing d.staicts and the revised estimate for 
1914-15 has bee n passed lor Rs. 1.55.00.000; and allowing for a progressive 
increase of 5 lakhs, the estimate for 1915-lb has been placed at Rs. 1 .90,00,000. 

The treasure price of <>| ium will he raised t<> Rs !0 per seer from 1st 

Al >ril 1915. and the duty on ganja will he raised from Rs. 15 to Rs. 20. On 

the other hand, owing to the rise in price of opium and to the war a large 

decrease in consumption is anticipated. The receipts under this head arc* 
wholly Provincial. 

lb. I'rocincial Rates. — Idle collections from the Public Works cess are 
now* being surrendered to District Hoards. ruder (General Rates for the 
management of Private Instates. the estimate of icreipts for 1915-lb is 

Rs. 1,10,000. which is thi' same as the iw ised estimate ior 101 I-I5. The 

actuals oi 1913-1 1, which included collections of arrears, were Rs. 1.31.3 10. 

17. Assessed Taxes. — 'Hie budget estimate of receipts from Income- 

tax for 1914-15 was Rs. 91,00,000. The actual collodions m 1913-11 

amounted to Rs. b9.57.919 and collections in the first eleven months ol the 
year 191 1-ln show an mereasi ol Rs. *1,21). 000 over tho.^e <4 the corresponding 
period of last year. The increase is r.tt rihuted to t he favourable t rade con- 
ditions of 19 1 5- 11. w lech swelled the profits of some of t he coal atnl jute 

companies and main of the hanks. The revised estimale for 191 1-15 has been 

pass'd ior Rs. tilt, 00, 000. Owing to the war in Kurope the conditions 
of trade are now unfavourable, and the profits of bankers and indus- 

trial concerns will be great ly aflect ed d uring 1 9 1 1- 1 5. As tm* assessment 
R-r 191 •» 19 will Re Rased on the profits of 1914-do. the estimate 
for tint \rar has been placed at a reduced sum of Rs. til. 00, 000 'Flu* 
Provincial share is one-half and amounts to Rs. 54.50.000 and Rs. 30. 50.000 
'vspeetivcly. 

18. Forests. — Tin total receipts under the head for 1914-15 were 

estimat'd at Rs. lb. 00.000 against Rs. 1 9. 1 fi. 1 1 1 . t lie actuals of 1915-14. 
The co!h Tt ions in the fiivt ten months of 1914-15 show a decrease of 
Rs. 2.10.000 as compared with those ol the corresponding period, of last voar. 
The sales i>r timl>*r have declined owing to tT* difficulty experienced in 
financing the timber trade and to a diminution of the purchasing power of 
jute cultivators who are large customers for sdt\ and the revised estimate for 
191 1-1 o has been placed at Rs. 13,10.000. Allowing for an increase of 
Rs, 1,10,000 in 1915-19. the estimate has been passed for Rs. 1 1.50,000. The 
Conservator anticipates a substantial increase in 1915-19. 

19. Registration . — The budget estimate for 1911-15 was Rs. 20.50,000 
against Rs. 20,19,144, the actuals of 1913-14. The actual collections in the 
first nine months of the year 1914-15 amounted to Rs. 12.69,000 and for the 
remaining three months of the year the receipts have been taken at 
Rs. 5,31*000 and the revised estimate has been placed at Rs. 18,00,000. The 
revenue under this head underwent considerable fluctuations up to August 
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1914, and lias since* that month declined steadily owing to the slackness of the 
jute trade. Allowing for an increase of one lakh, the estimate for 1915-16 
has been passed for Us 19,00,000. 

20. Interest . — The estimate of loans provides for a return, in the way 
of interest during 1915-16. of Us. 5.1*9.000 against Us. *1.62.000 in 1914-15 as 
shown below : — 



KVvist'd 
t'si ilium-. 
1!H t-l.V 

Kst imutc. 
1915-16. 


Ks. 

Hr. 

interest on advances to cultivators. 

etc. 

55,000 

50,000 

Interest on advances to Co-operative 

Credit Societies 

3,000 

2,000 

Interest on drainage and embank- 

men t advances 

0.000 

1 1,000 

Interest on loans to landholders 

J. '»!>.( MX) 

1 .00,000 

„ „ „ to Municipalities 

and District Boards, etc. 

2,< >9,t >00 

2.00,000 

Miscellaneous 

•j 7.< oo 

13.000 

Total 

4,t>2.000 

'>.20,000 


The decrease under Miscellaneous is due to the payment of the interest 
on arrears of the Public Works ('ess to the District Hoards. 

21. Law and Justice — (\mrts of Law. — The actuals in 1913-1 J amounted 
to Ks. 8,42,8 1 1 , while the receipts in thelirst nine months of 191 1-15 show an 
increase of Ks. 9,000 over those of the corresponding period of last year. The 
revised estimate for 1911-15 lias been placed at Its. 8,62.000, and the 
estimate for 1915-16 has been passed for Ks. 9.13,000. The increase j’h 
chiefly under fees, fines and forfeitures. 

22 Jails . — The actuals in 1913-11 amounted to Ks. 6,71,917, but the 
receipts in the first eight months of t he year 1 9 1 1-1 5 show an increase of 
Ks. 52,000 as compared wit h those of t lie corresponding period of last year, 
and the revised estimate for 191 1-1. ’> lias been placed at Ks. *,31,000, It has 
been decided that two-fifths of the receipts from the sale of quinine packets 
should 1 >e taken "under this head instead <>f one-fifth as before. The sale- 
proceeds of quinine treatment, which were credited to the head Medical, 
are also from 1914-15 credited to this head and to the Cinchona Department 
in the proportion of 2 : 3. I lie estimate for 191o-l6 has been passed for 
Hs. 7,60,000. 

23. Police. — The budget estimate for 1914-15 was Ks. 1.77,000 against 

Ks. 1.56,684, the actuals of 1913-14. The receipts in the first nine months 
of 1914-15 show an increase of Ks. 25,000 over those of the corresponding 
period of last year on account of larger receipts from the Motor^ Cycle Act, 
ami tin* revised estimate for 191 4-1 a has been placed at Ks. i .87,000. 1 he 

estimate for 11915-16 is Us. 1,86,000. 

24. Ports and Pilotage. — The actuals in 1913-14 amounted to 
Rs. 16,76,604, while the budget estimate for 1914-15 was originally passed for 
Rs. 1 7,16,000. The actual collections in the first nine months amounted to 
Rs. 11,06.857 and for the last three months of the year the receipts have been 
taken at Rs. 4.18,143, and the revised estimate has been placed at 
Rs. 15,25,000. The decrease is under Pilotage receipts and is due to the 
reduction in* the number of vessels entering and leaving the Calcutta port 
in consequence of the dislocation of trade caused by the war. 1 he estimate 
for 1915-16 has Ivon passed for Rs. 16,20,000 and provides for a receipt 
or Rs. 72,000 for the hire by the Government of India of the steamer Guide 
for station duty at Port Blair against Rs. 30.000 provided for in the revised 
estimate on the same account. 
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25. Education. — The actuals in 1913-14 amounted to Us. 8,10,953, and 
the budget estimate for J914-15 was Hs. 8,62.000. This has been reduced 
to lis. 8,12,000 in the revised estimate with reference to the actuals of the first 
nine months of the current year, winch amounted to Us. 5.68.321, against. 
Us. 5,65,585 obtained in the corresponding period of last year. The estimate 
for 1915-16 lias been passed for Us. 8,86,000, and includes Us. 24,000 from 
foes of the residential school for Indian boys at Hastings House. Calcutta, 
and Us. 16,000 on account of fees and fines from Madrassas. which were 
hitherto credited to the Mohsin Fund. 

26. Medical. — The budget estimate; for 1 91 4-1 5 was Us. 3,97.000 and 
included Us. 50,000 under Medicines sold by Civil Surgeons. This included 
the sale-proceeds of quinine treatments prepared by the Juvenile Jail and sold 
through the agency of Civil Surgeons, which an* now readjusted by credit to 
the Jails and Cinchona Departments in the proportion of 2* 3, with effect 
f]om 1 314-1 •->. Against this decrease, there was an increase under Hospital 
receipts and College fees, and tin* revised estimate has been placed at 
Us. 3,75,000. The budget, for 1915-16 lias been passed for Us. 3.80,000, and 
includes larger receipts from college and school fees. 

27. Agriculture . — Under the orders of t he ( iovernment of India the head 
Scientific and other Minor Departments has now been divided into two heads 

(}) Agriculture, w hich includes the items. Veterinary and Stallion receipts ; 
Agriculture, Uotanieal and other gardens, and receipts on account of public 
exhibitions and lairs, while tin* other items have been classified under (R) 
Scientific and Miscellaneous Departments. The budget estimate for 1 914-15 
under Agricultuie was Us. 85,000. but this lias been reduces to 
Us. 78,000 in the revised estimate, the actuals of 1913-14 having been 
Us. 78, 7o6. 'I lie estimate for 1915-ln has been passed for Us, 82.000 and 
includes larger receipts from the Veterinary De] artment. 

28. Scientific and Miscellaneous Depart merit*. — The budget estimate for 
1914-15 was Its. 1 ,87,000 against Us. 1,98,925, the actuals of 1913-14. The 
actuals in the first eight months of 1914-15 amounted to Us. -1. 10. 000 (of 
which Us. 3,73,000 represented the sale-proceeds ol cinchona and its products 
against Us. I,«i0,000, the estimate lor the whole year'. I his special increase 
is due to the et edit ol three-filths ol the sale-proceeds of quinine treatments 
sold through the agency of (div il Surgeons and to the large sale of quinine 
sulphate, of which a large stock was laid in, in 1912-13. The increase is also 
partly due to the credit of fees for registration of Joint Stock Companies, 
which were hitherto credited to the head Registration. Tin 1 revises! estimate 
for 1914-1 ;> has been placed at Us. 4.30,000, but as such large* receipts may 
not continue in 1915-16, tin* estimate* under this head has been passed for 
Us. 3,53,000, providing for Us. 3,00,000 as receipts from cinchona, against 
Us. 3,71,000 anticipated in 1914-15. 

29. Receipts in aid of Sujierannuafion. — The* budget estimate* for 
191 4-1 ;> was hs. 39,000, but in the* revised estimate this has be*en raised to 
Us. 42 t OO»> in view of the actual collections in the first nine months of the 
year, showing an increase of Us. 3,500. The estimate for 1915-16 has 
however been passed for Ks. 40.000. 

30. Stationery and Printing.— The estimate for 1914-15 was Us. 1,20,000 
against Us. 1,37.862 the actuals of 1913-14. but in the revised qstirnate this 
has been raised to Us. 1,56,000 in view’ of the actual collections in the* first 
nine months of tin* year. The increase is attributed to tin* sale of w’aste- 
paper and^ unserviceable materials from the Dacca Jail Press on its removal 
to Gaya. The estimate for 1915-16 has been placed at Us. 1.32,000. 

31. Miscellaneous. — The receipts for 1914-15 were estimated at 
Rs. 5.92,000 against Us. <,68,760. the actuals of 1913-14, which included 
Us. 6,01,162 from unclaimed deposits. Tin* budget estimate under this sub- 
head was Us. 4.80.000. but in the revised estimate it has been raised to 
Us. 5,55,000, and the total receipts to Us. 6.89,000. The estimate for 1915-16 
has been placed at Rs. 6,90.000 and includes Rs. 5,80.000 for unclaimed 
deposits. 
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32. Irrigation , Major )i <>/*&$ {Direct Receipts. — The budget intimate 
for 191-1 - 1 o was Rs. 2,67,000 against, Ks. 2.46,579, t lit* actuals of n*| 3-1 4 . The 
actual collections in tin* first ten months of 191 Mo show a decrease 
of Rs. 24.000 and the revised estimate has been placed at Rs. 2.40.000. 
The decrease is duo to restricted traffic on account of tin* silted condition (if 
the Hijili Tidal ('anal and smaller export of net* through the Midnnpore 
Canal. The revised estimate has been repen to 1 for the budget for 1915-16. 
The Provincial share is one-half and amounts to R>. 1.20,000 for hoi h the 
years. 

33. /r/fV/ it ion. Minor M or/cs mgl Navigation in charge of the I'uhlic 
Works Department. — Tin* budget estimate for 191 Mo was Rs. 6 . 10.000 against 
Rs. o.bo. 0 10 . tin* actuals of 191. >-14. I In* actual collections in tin* first nine 
months of 191 Mo show a decrease of Rs. 27,000 and the revised estimate for 
the year has been placed at Rs. o. 2 1 , 000 . The decrease is chiefly due to 
sto .page of jute traffic in the Calcutta and Pastern Canals and Madaripur 
Will route, as well as smaller receipts from tollage on steamers m the latter, 
also for smaller collections fiom water-rate in the Eden ('anal. The 
Magrn Hat, Drainage is now coni])lete and inci cased receipts are expect(*d 
from this canal, and the estimate for 1915-16 has hern placed at Rs. 5.70,000. 
The Provincial share is one-hall and amounts to Rs. 2.62,000 in 191 Mo and 
to Rs. 2.85.000 in 191 0 -I 6 . 

M. ('in/ II orks in charge oj the Public W orks Department . — The budget 
estimate for 1914-15 was Rs. 3.85,000 against Rs. 1 .5 1 .258, the actuals of 
19 CM I. The actuals of the tirst nine months of 1914-15 show an increase 
of Rs. 55.000 and the revised estimate lias been passed for Rs. 4.70,000. The 
increase is dm* to tin* growth of receipts from rent of (iovernment buildings 
and larger sale-proceeds of buildings. The estimate for 1915-16 has been 
placed at Rs. 1.25.000. 

'> 0 . Transfer hettreen Imperial ami Provincial Revenues. — This is a new 
head opened under the orders of the <Io\ eminent of India to show tin* net 
assignments to or from Provincial Revenues m place of the major head “ Land 
Revenue — Adjustments ” which was included under tin* major head of Land 
Revenue. Tin* estimate includes tin* following transfers from Imperial 
R ‘venues : — % 


Rs. 


(Jon tri but ion f'*r Famine Relief Scheme 

Grant to the Cakmttu Improvement Trust for 60 years 

Recurring assignment in connection with remission of 
appropriations from Public Works Cess 

Recurring grant for Sanitation 

Contribution to meet charges of Lieutenant-Colonel 

Sutherland's deputation for serological enquiry 

Grant of one-lialf of the salaries of Health Officers in 
municipalities 

Contribution to meet the* cost of Deputy Sanitary Commis- 
sioners 

Recurring Assignment for the* Belgarhia Veterinary College ... 

Recurring assignment for proviucialisatiou of salaries of Civil 
Veterinary Department 

Contribution from Bihar and Orissa in connection with 
Fishery Department * ... 

Recurring grunt for Dacca University ... 

Non-recurring grant for Dacca Pniversitv for five yearn from 
1914-15 . 

Recurring grant for popular education 

Recurring grant for aided English Secondary Schools 

Recurring grant to the Church Missionary Society College, 
Calcutta 


M l.i MM) 

L5(MK) 

91.93.000 

5.00. 600 

35.000 

39.000 

19.000 

30.000 

29.000 

9,(H)0 

45.000 

1 .00. 000 

9.25.000 
l,5o, 000 

6.000 
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Rs. 

Recurring grant for the extension of education among poorer 

classes of the domiciled community ... ... ... 40,000 

Recurring grant for the improvement of female education ... 30,000 

Recurring grant for the development of the work of the 

Calcutta University ... ... ... ... 65.0f)0 

Recurring grant for education ... ... ... 13,20,000 

Further recurring grant for, education ... ... ... 1,50,000 

Assignment in connection with Scientific Research of 
Dr. . I. 0. Rose ... ... ... ... ... 9,000 

Assignment for the cost of forms, etc., for the Assam 
Administration ... ... ... ... ... 1,05,000 

Assignment for grant to the Chittagong Port Fund for 5 yeais 

from 1013-14 ... ... ... ... 4 ... 75,000 

Recurring assignment for recovery claims of the office of the 

Agent, Government Consignments ... ... ... llXOc 

Contribution for recovery of cost of transmission of reeords 

by revised procedure introduced by the Court Fees Aet ... 0,000 

Recurring assignment for pensions of title-holders ... 3,000 

Recurring assignment for remission of certain recoveries from 

local bodies ... ... ... ... ... 20,000 

Recurring grant for the amalgamation of the clerical estab- 
lishment of t lie Art Section of the Indian Museum with the 
Calcutta School of Art ... ... ... ... l.(MK) 

Assignment for Traffic Registration Office. Bhairab Bazar ... 1.000 

Contribution from Bihar and Orissa Government towards 

pa> of Electrical staff ... ... ... S.000 

Total ... (0,40,000 


Flic estimate also includes the following transfers from Provincial to 
Imperial Revenues : — 

• Rs. 

Recurring fixed adjustment under tin* teims of the Settle- 


niiMit ... ... ... ... ... 7. ’iS, 000 

Recurring grant to Bihar and Orissa Gove r nment for grants 

to Colleges ... ... ... ... ... 21.000 

Recurring grant to Bihar and Orissa for law charges 

formerly paid by :his Government ... ... 15,(HM) 

Recurring adjustment for No. 9, Hare Street ... ... 9,000 


Total ... 7,73,000 


The net assignment from Imperial Revenues is Rs. 64,40,000 — 7,73,000 
= Rs. 56,67,000. 


Exckniutcke. 


36. Refunds and Drawbacks . — The total Provincial expenditure in 
1915-16 is estimated at Rs. 1.41,000, against Rs. 1,35,000. the Budget 
estimate for 1914-15, and Rs. 1.35,656, the actuals of 1913-14. The estimates 
under this head are bast'd, as usual, on the average actuals of the previous 
three years, excluding special payments. The actuals of 191 1-12 included a 
special payment uf Rs. 6,000 under Land Revenue for an erroneous credit, 
given in 1910-11 for cost of maps, and those of 1912-13 a special payment 
of Rs. 8,000 under Stamps. The revised estimate for 1914-15 has* been 
placed at Rs, 1,64,000 and Includes special payments of Rs. 12,000 for license 
fees under Excise in Darjeeling, and of Rs. 8,000 for refund of Income-tax to 
a Russian Tracing Company 
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37. Assignments awl Com/^satioas.— Tiw limipt ,-stimai,- for 1 I t i * 
"" I k. 4.1.0(10, l,„. tins l,,„ I r„l,„,,i o, |£ h" ,t t -d 

H. »r”r . " Min,.-,,,. f.„ imr-Kl 

Ks* 4^,000 w inch pi o\ ides lor actual claims. 

3^ Land ' Revenue —The total provincial - Npc-i.lil u,v for | | i<; 

« T^tww'i S I . M( i' 6 ‘ i ' U0(K aja:,,sl Ks ' the ,vviM,|. ami 

Kfc\ «LvM,000. the budget estimate lor HU Mo as shown below : 




IVl- 


IWU tf 



llUlU’lM 

H<* vtMMl, 

lliol»o>l . 



Ks 

Its. 

Ks. 

(1) 

(Targes of District Ad- 





ministration 

27.0 1 .( '(Ki 

28,60.000 

2N. IN.Onu 

(2) 

Charges on account of 





litmcl Revenue cullcc- 





t ions 

HMHHl 

17.0( HI 

2K000 

(3; 

Management of (iovern- 





menl instates 


L5N.OO0 

.V2S.<MX> 

(4) 

Survey and Sett lenient... 

2.13.1 ’(Ml 

1 ,S 1.000 

2.00.000 

(5; 

Land Records 

n.oou 

h!),( KH) 

lit,. HIM) 


Total 

hh.hh.i k mi 

.47> . 7 h .( M M i 

3(>.(i(i.(MMI 


I hr esf imat.e under 1 provides lor larger gran! under salniies of 
Magistrates. «•!(•.. as no leave will ordinarilx hr <ri\vn to the J,,dian r JV || 
Nervier Officers during tlx* war, for increased grant fur travelling allowances 
ol officers,. for dirt and travelling allowances to witnrssrs, and for 
remuneration to copyists. ddie increase in t hr ir\isrd is «lur to additional 
rxprndit liiv under Salaries xwinjr to tlx- recall of Indian <hvil Service 
Offiivrs I rum leave, ddx* decrease in the re \ i si m I estimate under :» , j s ,|tie 
t.u lapse ol provision for ini* rovenients m hu\rnnii< nt estates. 

: ’*h Sttunjts . — ddie estimate I or IIMI-Jo wav Ks. 7.52.000. hut m view 
°l the d • *ci case under receipts and consetjiient smaller pa\ nieiit.s ol diseount 
and the (avouralde terms (or the supply of stamp paper, the revised estimate 
has he n reduced to Ks. 5,51.000. ddie Controller of Mumps and Station* rv 
has reported t hat under the new ngn xiih iiI with the contra* tois h>r t he 
sup; ly of stamp j >:t] »er, the provision of some o| t lx* it ems ha \ ** I mm n i educed 
by hO per emit., and tliat tlx* cost of demy pa; er has also }m*< n mindi reduced. 
Idle hud '*er for IhLVIO has br« n passed for Ks. 6. Oh. 000 and follow * t lx 
anticipated increase under receipts, ddie ehaigxs of this department are 
divided equally between th«* Imperial and Provincial rnmins and the 
Provincial share amounts to Ks. 2,76,000 and Ks .‘5.0.4.000. respect, i\ el v. 

dO. Excise — ddx* estimate { or PHI-15 was IP. H,77,ooo. hut in tlx* 
revised et- Innate this has hern reduced to Ks. 7. I 1 ,000 as tlx -^i an f lot tlx- 
reorganization of tlx* department vs 1 1 1 not he lully utilized, and out ol the 
sum ol Ks. hO.OOO for the const ruction of launches, Ks. 2o,0oo onlv \\ j I J 
probably be spent ddie budget f o? PH5-16 is Ks. S 02.000 and mc|ixh s I k 
lakhs for thT* reorganization of tin- department. Ks. 20,000 {or the construction 
of boats and launches, and Ks. h.OOO fur tlx* construction ol (juait* rs. 

41. Provincial Hates. — Tin- cst of collection’ of the exs^-s and tix* 
valuation and revaluation cjmrgxs are debited m t|p first instance to tlx- 
bead “4 — Land Kevenin — Miarg. s<>f District Admmis, -at ion,” bntubimatelv 
recovered frofti District Hoard ^ and the recoveries. including pension con- 
tributions. are taken in reduction o( expenditure under that lx ad- 

42. Assessed Taxes. — The estimate for 1 J-Jh was Ks. 1 .51. 000. but in 
the revised estimate this lias been raised to Rs. ] ,54.000 owing t*> h : g!x*r 
grade pay of the Deputy < ’ollector and to tin* payment of leave allowances 
to Assessors iu Calcutta, ddie budget for 11)15-10 is Ks. 1.52,000. The 
Provincial share is one-half and amounts to Us. 77,000 and Rs. 76,000, 
respectively. 
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43. Forests. — The estimate for 1914-15 was Rs. 7,27,000, but in t fie 
revised estimate this has been reduced to Rs. 6,84,1)00 with reference to the 
actuals of the first nine months of the year. The decrease is due to the 
provision for new boilers of the launches Hawk and Helen Grey not having 
been utilized. The provision for the construction of certain roads also has 
not been utilized in full. The budget for 1915-16 amounts to Rs. 6,60,000 
and includes provision for the supply of new boilers referred to above and for 
the anticipated return of senior otlicers from leave. The decrease in 11)15-16 
is due to exclusion of special expenditure on roads and buildings. 

44. Registration. — The <**tnnaie for 1914-15 was Rs. 11,99,000, but in 
then-vised estimate this has been reduced to Rs. 11,51,000 owing to the 
non-utilization of the lump provision for revision of the cadre of District Sub- 
Registrars. and the establishment in District. Offices, and to the transfer of 
the provision for the new Registrar of Joint Stock Companies to “ 26P> — 
Scientific and Miscellaneous Departments.” The estimate for 1915-16 is 
Rs. 1 1,26,000, and does not provide for revision of establishment. 

45. Interest on Ordinary Debt. — This is interest payable from the Provin- 
cial revenues to the Imperial revenues on the amount advanced by the 
latter to the Local Covernment for loans to cultivators, under the Agricul- 
turists’ Loans and Land Improvements Loans Acts, for advances to 
Co-operative Societies, for advances on drainage and embankment schemes, 
for loans to notabilities and to municipalities and other public corporations 
(excluding Presidency Corporations). 

16. Genera I Ad ministration . — The estimate for 191 1-15 was Rs. 26, 56,000, 
but in the revised estimate this lias been raised to Rs. 24,08,000. The 
increase is partly under stall' and household of the tiovernor. owing to the 
increased charges on account of establishment, travelling allowances and 
contingencies, for the separation of the offices of the Private Secretary to 
(Governor and Military Secretary to ( iovernor, and partly under Civil Secre- 
tariat , chiefly for tin' charges on account of otlicers on special duty on the 
recall of Indian Civil Service Officers from leave. The estimate for 1915-16 
is Rs. 26,7 1.000 and generally follows the budget for 191*1-15 with additions 
under staff and household for the reasons given above, and under Civil 
Secretariat for increase of salary of tin- Chief Secretary and increased 
establishment sanctioned for the Kdueation and Commerce branches for 
increase of work. 

■17. /jaw and Justice — Courts of Late. — The estimate for 1911-15 was 
Rs. 99,56,000, but in the' revised estimate this has been raised to 
Rs. 1,06,0 4,000 with reference to the actuals of the first, nine months of the 
year. The increase is ehietly under Law Officers owing to larger payment of 
pleaders’ let's in connection with the se\ oral political case* and partly under 
Civil and Sessions Courts, owing to arrear payments on account of revision of 
the Subordinate Judicial Service sanctioned towards the close of 1916-1 4. and 
partlv under Criminal Courts o\v ng to recall of Indian Civil Service Officers 
from leave as explained under “6 — Lap I Revenue.” The estimate for 1915-16 
is Rs. 1,01,24,000. It includes full provision for the sanctioned number of 
High Court Judges, Inspector of Judicial Offices, Registrar of Insolvency, and 
Additional Sub-Deputy Collectors for appointment as Circle Officers, larger 
provision for fees to pleaders in criminal and civil suits in the mufassab larger 
grants for rates and taxes and contingencies of the Presidency 'Magistrates* 
Courts owing to the division of Courts in three | laces, and for the payment 
of rewards in A run Act cases, and for the arrest of both armed and 
unarmed daooits. 

48. Jails. — The estimate for 1914-15 was Rs. 20,76,000. but the actuals 
in 1916-14 amounted to Rs. 22.62,882, ami the revised estimate lor 1914-15 has 
been raised to Rs. 26,78,000 with reference to the actuals of the first eight 
months of the year. The increase is ehietly due to larger dietary -charges and 
the- purchase of raw matt-rials. ’The estimate for 1915-16 is Rs. 21.95,000. 
The decrease is due to small provision for dietary charges and purchase of 
raw materials as compared with the figures for t.Tie revised estimates, but 
larger than the budget grant for 1914-15, 
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49. Police . — The following table * 

allows tlie figure* under tliib head 

Heads. 

Act uals. 

1914-17). 

Kst imate. 


1913-11. 

Budget . 

Revised. 

i;» I7>- 1«. 


Rs. 

Ks. 

Ks. 

its. 

Presidency Police 

i is, '» 

1 7.23.000 

17.OK.000 

1 7. 17».(KK> 

-.31.000 

Superintendence 

Criminal Invest igat ion 

3.15,6b 7 

-'.(izMMMl 

■ 1 

2X>.bbb 

Department 

i.rs.L'i id 

4.97>.<HK» 1 

7i.56.000 

5.31 JKHI 

District Kxecutiw Force 

<>*.<» 1.9S6 

S0.7I.(KHI 1 

7i'.i'l.ooo 

73,87.000 

Village Police 

3 1 .< il'i i 

3(1.000 

5.(H)b 

s.i KM> 

Special 

-.ol'. 7 IS 

2.12.000 ! 

OOH 

3. 01. 000 

Railway 

3.1'(i.l'l t 

3, 1 9,( H M ) 

;u<i.(Ki() 

3.25,000 

Cattle-pounds 

i'.}<; 

250 • 

7>(K) 

25( i 

Refunds 

3.976 

2.75b 

2.500 

3,75b 

Dump ded uction . .. ( 


— 2,5b. bt hi 


Total 

94.71.OM 

1.0K.9K.000 

l.t l3.K0.000 

1 .(’5, 37), 000 


The revised estimate for P.U 1-15 has been I'ranmd with ivf.'ivmv to the 
actuals of the iirst eight months of the year. Tin* decrease is chieilv due to 
partial utilization of the lump provisions lor additional police and reorgnmza- 
tiou of the subordinate police in I lie Kastern Bengal districts and to savings 
in t lie allotment for ri \ er police. Tim estimate l’« >r I !U 5- 1 6 is Ks. 1,05.35,000 


and includes — 

Its. 

Pres i dene tj Puli re — 

Increased staff for registration of motor vehicles 8.580 

1 ncrcased staff for Bn r.iha/a r Tha n.i ... ... Jl.J^b 

District Puttee — 

Revision of boat establishment in Kastern Bengal 
districts ... ... ... ... <19,000 

Appointment of Second Personal Assistant of 

tlie I lisped or-( ie nera I of Police ... ... 2b. 000 

Reorgaui/at on of tin* Subordinate Police of 

Kastern Bengal <1 ist riots ... ... 10.000 

Keorg.i n izat ion of tie* River Police ... ... |0.: i :^ 

Non-iveumng expenditure from Imperial grants 
for- reorganization and Kivcr Police, viz., ho 
launches and buildings, etc. ... ... 1.00 000 

Crew for the new launch for the Assistant 

Superintendent of Pol ice. M u nsli iga n j ... J,(HM> 

Staff for new Police Hospital. Chmsura ... 2.26 0 

Keconst i t ut ion of Town Police, Rampii r-Bonlia ... 2.399 

Incn*ase of staff at J)hanbaid Railway Police ... J.HH 

Increased staff for division of Hast Indian 

Railway Jurisdiction ... ... ... 6.618 

Armed Police. Palma. Malda and Bogra ... 9.381 

Headquarters t reasury guards ... ... 5,692 


50. Ports and Ptl'daye . — •' The estimate for HU 1-J5 was Rs. 15,59,00 0. but 
in the revised this has been reduced to Us. 13.< 1,000, owing to smaller 
payment s to the pilots due t<> the partial suspension of trade owing to the 
war and to the lapse of the provision ol Us. 75.000 for gram to the Chittagong 
Port Fund for a grab dredger winch was not sanctioned. 1 he estimate for 
1915-16 is Rs. 14,76,000, and provision lias been made for normal expendi- 
ture of the •department with reference to requirements. Jt includes the 
Government grant of Rs, 1.50.000 to tin* Ghittagong Port Jbund. 

51. Education — The total Provincial expenditure in 1914*15 was esti- 
mated at Rs. 1,45.43,000, but in the revised estimate this has been reduced 
to Rs. 85,23,000 with reference to the actual charge^ in the fir.-d. ton 
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montliH of the year. The; decrease is chiefly due to savings in the grants 
from Imperial Revenues which wen* not fully utilised. During the year the 
Oovernment oL India sanctioned an additional non-recurring grant of one 
lakh for five years for the Dacca University and a non-recurring grant of 
10 lakhs for tin* Calcutta University for hostels, which have not been utilised. 
The budget grant for DUo-KJ is Rs. 1 ,()o.tf2,()00, and is thus compared with 
the actuals of the past three years. 


Heads. 


UrimTHity 
Piro’Mnn 
limped ion 

(lowrnmont ( luUr^cs, (jciktii) ... 
(ion rrmiH nt t'ollcguH, 1‘rwfcs- 
MUIUll 

(imerniin nt Si IuiuIk, (iciM’rul ... 

I>itO>, SjM-cml ... 

( a i mils. in. mil 

Scliolui nlii |>h 

MiHccIl.mroiiK 

Kefund* 

Lump pniviHum for inn recur - 
mi; expenditure 

Lump provision f«»i lionti Ih out ! 

Hide ( '.iL'iit t a imil 1 ... 1 

Lump ptoviKion foi liohttls in 
Ciilciittu 

Kxpondit un fiom tin non iecm 
rim* nsMprnncnt o| 7. r » 

Lump pioviMion for improving 
populiu rdiiration 
Lump provision inr le^rmil of 
suvi of HM2 13 
Lump pi.»\iKon lor H'-immlury 
cdueiil mil 

Lump pi o\ ision for fciiinlc 

rdm* it ion ( i r( in rmp ) 

Kxp nliluir of tin* leeumn^ 
^iunt 

Kurt lir i i'.mmii i mt; jl’i nut 
I >n'va l T ti i \ «‘i hi t \ mid IiomIcIh i 

( non 1 . (111 rm^;) ... 

I hura Kiiiv crnit \ and liostrL 

( l rr in rni 1 ; ) 

Onlrutln l’ni'r»Hit\ foi ho -t * Is 
( non r, rni rin^ ) ... 

Lit mp deduct on 


The budget for UU.VP 


Ai’iiai.s. 


i in i-i2. 

tiU2 13 

HU a- 14. 

I(H. 

| lih. 

i Hk. 

r»r, ojh 

' \ 15,000 

; i , . h f»(K) 

2,1 7,1 Sp 

1 l,7H,OH0 

: 1,51.032 

H 0 J,4s0 

‘ 7,82,538 

7,«3,2oh 

H, 1 7.07<*i 

H.5O.2U0 

8,55.324 

3,35,1 2H 

4,00 575 

1 

3 .07,324 

14,38,548 

io,si,325 

; 22 81.41 1 

5,75 r»2t. 

5 IIS 433 

f» 7H.S27 

14.2H.OiM 

17,2 4, 53 4 

2o 33.333 

2.1 !♦ 0-1 i» 

2.24,40 > 

2 41.038 

2,17.307 

1,20.518 

(.,42 2 00 

2,4 54 

1 .0*17 

2,512 


.2 1.H73 73,7»1,K2 , 3 si l 2 i 

includes the following 


1014-1 5 

1015-10. 

1 Budget. 

IK* vised 

Budget. 

Kh 

1,20,000 

1.07.000 

7. 83.000 

8 . 33.000 

Hh. 

1 1,20.000 

1 .02.000 
0,05,000 

0 82 000 

: Its. 

1,15.000 

].5H,000 

8,00,000 

0,12,000 

3. 72,000 

1 1.73,000 

f»,HX (KM) 

15 00,000 
2.4 4,000 
1.40 000 
2,000 : 

3,r»o,ooo 
20,50,000 
O.OO.oOO 
27.53 000 

2 40,000 
3,25,000 
?,000 

3.54,000 
i:, 07,ooo 
03)0,000 

1 5,00,000 
2 44,000 
1,44 MOO 
33)00 

5 11 000 


... 

2,17,000 



K. 70,0(10 


1 

{►S,00.(K)0 

1 

30 00,000 


1 

J 

11 72.000 

•-{ 

0,25 OOO 

1 ,2 s 0)0 


1 503100 

30 000 


30,000 

25 20,000 

1, 50.000 


1 3,20,0(10 

1, 5n, OoO 1 

3.00.000 


13)03)00 

45 000 


4 5.000 

-5,00,000 


1 o,oo,000 

: ,45.43 OoO 

S 5,2 3, 000 il 

053123)00 


items of expenditure : — 


Assistant Professor for Philosophy, Presidency 

••• ’••• ‘ ... •*. 1.KIKI 

Shod hand-typist. Presidency C-ol lent* ... ... Duo 

Higher pay for the l.ad'v Pi i neipal, Met (nine 

Ool U*^re ... ... ... 2.10(1 

l'Vmalc nt tendants fur I nspeetress and Assistant 

I nspeet rcss of Schools ... ... MOlti 

lfeimineration of authors and publishers in eon- 
neetion with the preparation of Urdu leaders 
for fjirls ... ... ... 2.(HK) 

iSon-recumng grant for Dacca University recently 

sanctioned by the G ivonmieiit of India 1.1)0.000 

Non-recurring expenditure out of the Imperial 

grants for past \ears (details not settled) ... 4,0 ‘,000 

Non-recurring expenditure out of the Imperial grants 
for past years in connection with the Calcutta 
University Institute and the Baker hostel ... 4.00, 000 
Grant to the Calcutta University for Hostels !!!l0*<KMXK> 
Cost of (Jookery ohms, Dow Hill* School ... ’ 1^680 
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Budget 

grant. 


Amount likely to he 
spent I>UKIX<; BUMa. 


rude r 
Ed ueal ion. 


I' nde r * 4a — 

C. \Y. 

iP. \Y Do" 


Total prob- 
able 

ex pend it lire. 


Non-rerurritty. Bs. 

Non-rccurri ng expendi- 
ture ... ... o,l 1.0(H) 

Hostels outside Caleutta 

and Daeea ... ... 2.17,000 

Non-reetirri ng I mperial 

assignments ... ,40.00.000 

Daeea Fni versify ... 3.00.000 

Hostels in Caleutta .. N, 70,000 


Us. 

Ks. 

K s . 

1 l.OIKI 

I.2.').(NKI 

I .:i I.U(K» 

L\S.tMK» 

kki 

M.000 

I.KUHKI 

1 .(MHI 
U.Muuu 

1(M»7.<KK* 

I0.0UU 

II. 'MU 
'J. 1 l.OOU 


R.ccumny. 


Dacca University 

I mperia 1 assignment 

!.*>.< KM* 
L'.V-'O.UOO 

1.17.000 

1 ,07>.0(H) 

.VcMKKI 

Popular education 

1 1.7-MMM* 

7,S<;.(MK> 

1 ..MM KKI 

i*.3<>.< 00 

Secondary Aided Verna- 
cular Schools 

uas.iHN* 

1.2X.IKKI 


l.^K.I l(K* 

Female education 

30.1 KKI 

1(I.(K 0 ! 


MMKKl 

Keen rring grant 

].:»(*.* km* 

C(MKK) 


OIKKMI 

Tidal 

Sil.I.'l.tKH* 

2u.;w.(mk* 

!<;.<; i.ikmi 

.'{li, llii.OIKI 


f>2. Medical . — The estimate For 10 14-1 a was Ks. 4 7, HI. 000. but this has 
been redueed to Ks. .40.2.4,000 in the revised estimate with reference to the 
actuals of the first nine months of the year. Tin decrease is chiefly due to 
savings in the grant for works of sanitary improvements and also to the 
transfer of a portion of tie 1 grant which was made to Municipalities and Dis- 
trict Boards to fly* head “ to. — Civil Works in charge of Civil officers and a 
portion to “ 4a. — Civil Works in charge of the Public Works Depart im nt. M 
The sum of Ks. aO.OOO gi\en to the Provincial Government by the Indian 
Keseareh Fund for jungle-clearing was refunded to that body in 1014-la as 
tilt' amount could not be spent m the wa\ sugge.sted. Many o| the Indian 
Medical St»r\ic(» ofiicers have re\erted to the Military Department, and this 
also caused some savings in expenditure. The budget for 1 01 a- 1 fi amount s 
to Ks. .4fi. 1.4.000 and includes the following items : — 

Its. 


Lump grant for expenditure on Works of sanitary 

improvements < Imperial recurring grant) ... .5,00,000 

Lump grant being the amount allowed in the 

Provincial settlement ... ... * • LaO.OOO 

Lump grant for Medical Belief, being the unex* 

pended Imperial grant ... ... • •• 2o,O00 

Lump grant for the School of Tropical Medicine. 

lieing the unexpended Imperial grant ... 13.000 

Lump grant for equipments of the school ... .>0.(HM) 

Lump grant for the State Medical Faculty ... 10,000 

Lump grant for the Bengal Council of Medical 

Kegistration ... ..• — lO.OoO 
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The grants for Presidency Hospitals an* shown helow : — 


* 

| Salarien. 

K*Ual»- 

liHtiment 

Allow- 

ance. 

( ’loUn„e 

aid Diet. 

. IhmJcIiii^. 

Other 

KIJ npllOH. 

Contiii- 

^eneies , 

Total. 









M.dira! U<m 

| Kh. 

IU 

Kh 

Ks 

kh 

! 

Its. j 

U*. 

pital ... 

Ot*iif*ral IIoHpitnl 
Camphcl 1 Hospital 
Albert Vi< t<>» AmxIiiiii 

j 50,910 

1 r, 7. 1)20 
14,520 

1 p,22 s i 
10,01)0 
27,528 , 

200 

i,:a;o 

1 1,000 

1)0,000 

77.000 

30.000 

1,1 1.000 
30,0()O 

1 8.0(10 

H 7,002 

4 *.02 4 
33,052 

3.59.000 

2.41.000 

1.41 .000 

foi L<*p'Ti 

5,400 

3,0 7 b 

1 H() 

17,01)0 

1,200 

7.044 

35,000 


7>3. Political. — d he estimate I or 1 1 7>-] f> is Us. 30,000 against Us. 29. 000. 
the budget. estimate fur 1911-17). Tin* increase is under M isccllancotis for 
lump provision for demarcat ion of boundaries as tin* question of t In* settlement 
ol the whojc h< hi in In ry along the Meclu is under consideration. 

:>S. \(f ricul fare . — The heads k * Seient itie and other Minor I department s ” 
has now been divided under the orders of the dovernm- nt ol India into two 
Majoi heads “ Agricu It u re ” and “ Seient ific and M iseellaneous 1 )* *] >art ments.” 
Under t In' former head Veterinary, Agricu It tire, Uotanic and other public 
gardens, I bacteriology and ( ’o-operat ive Such-tics are shown. while all the 
other minor heads aie now shown under “Scientific and Miscellaneous 
Departments.” I’he estimate under the former head for 1911-17, wa^ 
Us. 1 1 , SO, 000, but in the re\ Urd est iniate t his has been ted need to Us. i), 70.000 
with n * ft 'fen (*< * to the actuals of the first nine mont hs of the year. The 
decrease is eh telly under expert stall owing t o lapse of the pro\ jsion for extra 
lieldmen. under Sericulture owm/ to savings in 1 1 m ‘ grant for experiments and 
large savings in I lie non-recurring grant for agricultural impn>v< nient s. 
Ihe budget for 1917>-1(> is Us. 11,17.000 and includes the following items 
of expend'! lire : — 

Ks. 

Cost of printing postea rd~ forms for report i ng ea It le 


diseases ... ... ... ... l.tMKi 

(Tst ol an olliei r under training in tin* Veterinary 

College ... ... ... 0. ISO 

(hist of a Vctetinaiy Assistant to In* in charge ol 

Government elephants in Jalp.i igu ri ... . . J.I00 

('os! of temporary establishment for Jute forecast 

work ... ... ... ... | .‘{I M ) 

One District Agricultural Ollicer ... ... 1.200 

Add it ional Supervises ... ... ... I.Non 

('ost ol time Laboratory Assistants ... 4.7)00 

Clerks for Agricultural Supervisors ... ... ] .S0O 

Additional Kicldmeu Detnonsi ra i ors ... ... 0 .000 

Cost of two Inspectors for the Co-opei at i ve Dcpart- 

ment ... ... ... ... 2,400 

Lump provision for revision id establishment for tin* 

oil ice of tin* Uegi<t la r. Co-operat i ve Societ ies ... (J.47(> 


of). Scientijic and MisrcIIa neous Dcjntrtmcots. — 1 he estimate for 1014 - 17 ) 
was Us. 7). 14,000, but in the revised estimate this has be en n dueed to 
Us. 7). 28,000. The decrease is chiefly owing to smaller rxpe nditure in the* 
Factories and Fisheries Departments and sa\ ings m the* grants for Gazetteers 
as the' work of ivvision has m>t yet been com) leteel. The budget for ]9]7)-lt> 
is Us. 7), 07). (HH) and includes provision for Assistant Legist rar of Joint-Stock 
Companies. Us. 3.(9 K) ; carp culture by Fishery Department , Ks. 2,000 ; experi- 
mental culture' in Sumiarbans fisheries. Us. 2.000; and fishery yarn. Us. 2.000. 

7>(). Superannuation . — Tin* charge's unde'r this head rise* year after year 
owing to increase in the- number of claims to pension. The estimate for 
1914-17) was Hs. 32.31.000. hut in the revised this has been raised to 
Us. 32,81.000 as the allotment for the commuted value of pensions has been 
raised from Ls. 75,000 to Its. 1, 7)0,000. The estimate for 1915-16 is 
Us, 34,29,000 and includes 2 lakhs for the commutation of pensions. 
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57. Si n tinner g and 
under this head : — 

Printing . — The 

following 

(able sliows 

tle> ehargt»i 

Heads. 

Actuals. 

lludget 

Re vised 

Budget 

1913-1 U 

est inmte. 

est imate. 

e^t i mate. 



liHI-l.V 

r.'i.vu;. 

Forms Department at t he 

IN. 

IN. 

K-s. 

Us. 

Presidency 

Stationery purehased in 

:»9.7R> 

7 1 .(MM I 



i Ii is con n t ry 

, J5.965 

iN.Dt M) 

1 # 9.(M ID 

JS.tKHI 

Government Presses 
Printing at private 

, (i..’»6.ttN5 

ROPH) 

tl.tKI.tHHI 

tl,9 1 ,000 

presses 

Stat ionery su p| I ini from 

g.5t ).“> 

IM N 0 

;;.oi id 

:>,(M hi 

( Vn t ral Sion*'. 


(Ijil 1,1 H M 1 

NhO.IKNI 

h.iill.tKM 

Refunds 

iN>'h 

g.t M »( 1 

Ihot lo 

L\00l> 

dotal 

1 1 ,s;» iur, 

1 l.l I.OIKI 

i on. i 

13.S7,Ol Ml 


J I x ' < *:* 1 i ma 1 » * I * >f 1 1 U 4 - I . » I* U s. 1 1 , 1 I .( M H I, I » 1 1 1 in thr n * \ nrd «"*• 1 1 ma I r 
t-lus has been reduced to UN. 1 .>..)♦).( M H >. eh;* ll\ nuin^ t. the a< I | u st im *n | | .^ 
reduct ion of expciidit lire imd< r t In* ImaD < 1 n\ n n in. nt l'iv>,srs u| IN. 09,000, 
1 m * i n tlu* sah-pror * •• is “I maehi in i \ . el r.. Mtpplird U\ tin* i >nrrn Jail l • » t In* 
(Uivadail i'tvs.^, din* pr< >\ isn >n !<*; ■ »\ erl ,iim* all* »w aner f « » 1 1 m • rinks <>j' thr 
Foi ms Branch was nut r* < 1 1 1 1 r« •< I m J 9 1 I- 1 7>. ami lirnrr t hr decrease u ndr r 
that nmiui in-ad. That branch has m»w |i«*rn amdgannlrd with thr Jail 
Ih'rs". and t'n charges air imw mrlmh'd imd r ( « u\ *• i n mmt I'irssr.s. dim 
e^l i mat r ha* lDlo-lD is Us. I J.S i .( M l( I. N«> piovision has hrrn niadr I < »i* thr 
|)arra Jail J’ir*-.s whirii has Urrn abolish'd. whih* Us. 6, 000 has hrrn inrludrd 
fur l In i m j »r »\ r ’M -ni • >1 thi* ( ili I -nt - 1 1 S**r| mu * d’ I'm S<* *rr I a n.it Press. 

jS. l!nue us . — I In* rstiinat' lor 1!»I I - 1 5 is IN. 10,N 1.000. hut in 

thr ir \ nt I this has hrrn rrdnrrd to I N. I. IS. 000. Tin* reduction is dtu* to 
t In* ad j 1 1 s ' nmnt . nmlrr appi upnate hrads. < -I « a j »md it n r * sanction'd hy His 
K\e ih 1 1 r \ linn thr provision |or | »• 1 1 \ grants, of charges loi grain rompm- 
sation allowance and to the rmporopi lat ion "I I lie resnv* provision of 
IN. 1 ,o( ),0( )( ) j n • >rdr r t ■ i i nr. t r \ pr n d it ii n 1 1 ii < l« i* < »t I m * r 1 1 r a d s a n d t ! i r sa \ mgs 
m t.lir allot turn t of Us. 50.0. >0 loi gl'a t l| I ' i a s l-lirl in thr tjoidr.j districts. 
Ajanisl these transh rs and savings addit n»nal chnrc.r wov incuro-d undri* 
Special * ’om missions ol lampin \ on ar count of t In- Port he v<*h »]>nirnt ( ’oinniil t re 
an 1 hist i let Ad nun is. rat n »n t ’oinin it 1 rr. Sp< eial g rant s o| IN. 5.( )( >< ). U s. ;j,ot 10 
and Us. l\ 500 have i»rrn sanction'd lor tie* roust 1 net ion ol a f« inaJ» \agrant 
an a ni within t ) n* < onr « »n no » >1 t In* < J ov • i n im *nt Alins 1 1 oisr . ha tin r \ t < ns ion 
of thr i ’airlift a <lrphanag«* and t > tin- SaBation Army i < -port i \ rl\ . jin 
btidgt t I - -r 1 U 1 5- 16 :s Us. ] O. ] 6.000. and meludrs t he j < >11 -v ing it mis • * 

IN. 


Allotment fur petty grants Dv Ills K\e*-| jriiry ... 1 .00,000 

|)itto for pa vine! it of grain compensation 
allowance ... ... ... UOO.mo 

(i;;4uitous relief ... ... ... ... oO.nnn 

General leserve tor union -rrn rmpiiiemenls 1 .Jo.ooo 

Guarantee charges for telegraph lines ... ... io.ooo 


59. / r rtifd f tun Mn jar II ork^ II orktng *\rprn^r K . I In* actual *OCprndl” 

ture m 15M3-J \ amoinlt-ed fo IN. -.'TaM!) and the estimate for HU Mo was 
IN. iMMi.000. 1 ut in the revised < stimatr this has hern n dm- d to Us. 2.5S,00() 
with reference to thr actuals for the first right months of the year. The 
decrease is chiefly under “ Maintenance and Repairs of the Midnaporr ( anal. 
The estimate for 1915-16 has hern passed for IN. 7.000. Thr Provincial 
share one-half i amounts to Rs. and Rs. 1,33,0(10 rcsfiect i vely. 

60. Irrigation — Minor Works and Navigation in charge oj the Civil 
Department. — The budget for 191 1-15 was Rs. X. 000, but owing to the adjust- 
ment under Public Works Department of expenditure on bandallin? the Ganges 
near Rampore-Hoalia by transfer from this head the revised estimate has 
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l,(«on reduced to Rs. 2,000. The budget, for 191f>-16 has been placed at the 
same amount, and the Provincial share for both the years 1914-15 and 
1915-16 amounts to Rh. 1,00b. 

61. Irrigation — Minin' Works and Savig^tion in charge of the Public 
Works 1 )e part went . — 1 lie estimate for 1914-Di was Rs. --.38,000 against 
Rs. 19,21,457, the actuals of 1913-11. 1 Hiring the year additional grants 

aggregating six lakhs was sanctioned for the purchase of dredging plant 
required for the maintenance and impiovement of waterways, but Rs. 19.250 
has been placed at the disposal of the District Hoard of Iiakarganj as (iovern- 
ment contribution for re-excavation of the Damoda channel by tin 1 District 
Hoard, d in* revised estimate now stands at Rs. 27,94.000. i he estimate lor 
1915-16 is Rs. 22,92,000. and includes the following items : — 


Rs. 

( Nmst ruction of an escape in tin* tirst reach of the 

M idnaporc canal ... ... ... 1 1 .< K H > 

Acquisition of land required for working the 
d redger Foyers ... ... ... ••• oO.OOO 

Second supply sluice and other works in con- 
nection with the Ede*n (’anal ... ... 2*1,000 

Training works in the river (hinges between Digha 

and Damukdia ... ... ... ... 3a, 000 

Training works in tin* Dhuleswari and Hurigonga 

rivers... ... . ... ... 60 000 

Alai htenanee and iv pairs of the Mogra Hat drainage 40.000 
Flood damage repai rs to embankments ... ... 1 .00.000 

Works to mitigate* thccireclsof the Damodar floods 35.000 
Raising tlu 1 Damoda r left embankment ... ... 70,0ii0 

Concrete* mattress protection at Diamond Harbour TO.tMiO 


The Provincial share (one-half) amounts to Rs. 13,97.000 h.r 1914-1 n 
and Rs. 1 1,16,000 for 1915-16. 

62. (!ivil Works in charge oj the Public II orks Pejtart meat. I la* esti- 
mate' for 1911-15 was Rs. 89.59.000. but in the revised esl imate* this has 
been raised to Rs. 92,00,000 for expenditure of the* special grants for land 
acquisition in connection with tin* David Hare* Training (Allege at Rallvganj 
and the Bet hum* < Ylh'gc. Dalcut ta. The estimate for 1915-16 is Rs. 6 1 .88,000. 
which is distributed thus : — 



iluiivot . 


Itutitfl't 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Hs. 

Original works 

55.59.000 

r»i,K(i,( oo 

2S.SS.(KK) 

RYpairs 

21.X.';.( (K) 

22.07>.OOO 

22.1 10.000 

Establishment 

1 1.17.000 

12.10.000 

i:i, '•((.( oo 

'bools and plants 

70,0(1(1 

80.000 

7)0.000 

Stock and suspense 


oo.i ioo 


Total 

S9.59.000 

02.00.000 

0 1.88.000 


The* grants for repairs, establishment and tools and plants have been 
lixed at tin* lowest, sum j ossible, and large* reductions hael to be ni'ide in the* 
grant for original works. As tin* whole* ol the available money is re*quired lor 
works in progress, there* is no money to allot for in* w works. Ruj e*es 3,00.000 
has hoe*n allowed to Heads of Departments for M inor W orks grant against 
Rs. 1.25.000 for 1914-15, and the* amount is eiistributed thus : — . 



Ks. 

Education 

06.OOO 

Medical ... ... . - 

:>s.ooo 

Registration ... .. ... 

12.000 

Police 

:->*.ooo 

Calcutta Police .. 

1 2.00)0 

.Tails ... 

30.000 

Excise 

,8.000 

Courts of Law 

8.000 

Commissioners of Divisions 

60.000 

Residences of Local Government 

20.000 

Public Works Reserve 

18.000 


• » A/k AAki 
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R^V^tmo ’^’l ' eVm ' d - e8tlmate this has raiHod to 

Rs. 25,^9.00(1. paitly for larger augmentation grants to District Boards t>ut 

(jhiefly for grants for water- works and sanitation for which provision was 
made unde i Medic al. The estimate tor DU. >-10 amounts to 2° ot) 000 
an<i includes the following : — % ’ 


Grant to the Calcutta Improvement Trust 
Special grants for feeder roads ... 

Augmentation grant 

Grant for the improvement of roads in Govern- 
ment estates 

Special grants at the disposal of the Divisional 
Commissioners 

Ditto ditto District Magistrates ... 

Lump provision for pay of sub-overseers in con- 
nection with rural water-supply 


Rs. 

ll.50.noo 

10.000 

7.30.500 

<>9. ‘>59 

1 . 00.000 
5 2.00*1 

5.000 


No provision has been made under this head for grants lor works of 
sanitary improvements which are now being provided for wholly in the Medical 
budget. The following are the principal items sanctioned or' earmarked for 
the works of sanitary improvements in the year 1911-15 : — 


Rs. 

Bhadreswar drainage ... ... ... 

.lesson* Dirtt riel Board for improvement of rural 
water-supply ... ... .. ... 

X;i ra inganj wader-supply ... ... ... I.no.ooo 

Kxlension ot M unshigau j water-works ... 7,200 

Kxperiments on Calcutta sewage ... ... l7,27o 

For sanitary improvement of the town of Cliitta- 
u<»ng, and for tin* pay of the Sanitary Engineer. 
Chittagong M unieipality ... ... ... yo.ooo 

Improvement of Berhampore wa ter- works ... |o,ooo 

Ka j In ri d rai nage . .. ... ... ... 

Baruipur drainage ... ... ... 1.0. r >0 

Hooghly-Chinsu rah water-works ... ... 7>0,000 

K usht ia drainage ... ... ... ‘ktoO 

Cost of employment of Sanitary Inspectors l>v 

Municipalities ... ... ... 2,700 

Knglish Bazar water-supply ... ... ;o.000 

Bukarganj water-supply ... ... ... o.OOO 

Construction of a pared drain in North Barrack- 

pore Municipality ... ... ... |,ooo 

1 >acca Municipal! tv for conservancy ... ... 7,7>00 

Ct terparsi water-supply ... ... ... ||.8l.‘> 

To Panihati Municipality for constructing sub- 
sidiary drains in connection with the Bagjolla 
drainage scheme ... ... ... 7,20* 

To Nortli Dum-Dum Municipality for constructing 
subsidiary drains in connection with the Bag- 
jolla drainage scheme ... ... lo.l.ki 

Asan^o! water-supply ... ... ... 02,OOo 

Contribution towards the pay of th(* Special 
officer in charge* of the Conservancy Depart- 
ment. Dacca Municipality .. ... K10 

Sanitary improvement, (iaibandha ... ... 8.000 

Calcutta Corporation f»r the drainage of the f ri litre 

area ... ... ... ... .. 12,017 

Chandpur water-supply ... ... . . 00,000 

Suri drainage scheme ... ... .. 11.0<JU 

Nadia District Board for the preliminary survey 
in connection with the improvement of the 
rivers Bagerkbal and Jumurta ... tfOO 
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Ai 1 CALS. 


1914 

15. 

1 1 K< Birrs 

1 

1911-12. 

o 

1912-13. 

• 1 

1913-14. 

4 

SjUietmni'O 

estimate 

♦ - 

He \o seiJ 
•-timati 


IN 

Ks. 

IN. 

Km. 

IN 

< tpenm*: * •nl-m**** 


1 .UG.2. 3,000 

1 3 30.270 

3,0 4.30,01 >o 

■ kl8,Il,rt00 : 

Principal llemls ..«* Ueveiim — 






I — LiupI Revenue 

IV — Stumps ... ••• j 

V — Kxn'M* 

VI — Pn< v moiiil Kates 

VI 11 — Assess.**! laves 

IX — F irests 
\ — ||t ration 

1, 07,27,1 7 1 

1.00. 5t,.2HH 

1.00. 4 1 . 1 50 
:s 1 ,7 1,87*2 

20.73.534 

111^7. M.5 

17,33.094 

19*0.0 1.0*2 1 

1.03 71.927 
1.37.59,0 15 
32.02.1 2 
27.77 *30 

1 0.00.00 1 
1H,2.<.1' 1 

1 ,50,99. 1 ok 
1,1)9.55.41*1 

1 ,5.3, H* 57* 
1.31.340 

3.3.1 H. 97* 
It*. HI. 11 1 

20.10.1 1 1 

1911 ,7 l.ooo 
1.1 1.50.000 

1 .58.00 (too 

1 .] 8.000 
3o.5o.oon 

1 (1,0 1.000 
20. 5o.oih i 

l 51 *79MNt 

1 *»1 1 10,01 Kt 

i 57.ti0.000 * 
l 10(8)0 

34 50 090 I 

1 3.1(1 000 I 

1 8 < 0.000 ' 

Total 

1.47,94,1 7 1 

1,97 9»;.7.3i 

4.91,279157 

4.99,39 00' • 

4 77 57 0 1 )t • 

X 1 1 - -1 t.ipn-l 

‘>.22,21 in 

7.00,7 1 

I 29 "op 

l.*7 ok - 

1 0 1 ooo 

Kempt* Us Civil 1 Vpurt incut 


> 




XVI -lniu ..ini .IiiHtn •• 






\ l 'oui’Ih of laiss 
t » - .1 ails ... 

X \ I 1 I’.ill'V 

XVII 1*' I'orl- •mil Piloting. 

7.00,777 
s.3i 424 

1 87 075 

i ii, 95.550 

s i ; Mo ' 
7,0. ’,.3 7.1 
2.39.0*2 

17,32.1 9’ 

H 12.*’ 1 
'• 7 1 9 4 7 

1 , 7tl (1*4 

1 <1 ,n (10 j 

S 97 On,' 
7.2.1 Hi. 1 ' 

1 ,7 1 .otto 
17 HI on * 

w (.2 000 

7 ..l ooo 

1 **3f’0 
. 2.7 ooo 

\ I \ — Ivl oral mu 
\ X-— MtiIumI 

X\U \ ■: i i' nlt tire 

XM/{ Sf|i>n 1 1 i * * ami M ihclIaiicoiiH Imparl 

7.33,249 

.3912,977 

i.s.912 

i.t.h.i 1 1 

7. 77,(1 , 0 
4.2r..7.3 ; 
79 i; ! 1 

1 ,.3h 2*7 

* |0.9 73 

I J o.3o7 

1 *\750 

1 98.925 

K *) J O .. ) 

3,‘i7 ooi 

y . i mm 

].*■; n ... 

w 1 2 000 
." 7 7,01 )0 

7 8 0* tO 

:: ) o.;o 

Total 

4H.ttH.71 1 

49.31 m*»7 

4H,5ti,9H7 

5o 4*2 ooo 

5o oo (too 

Miseel lam ‘.Mis — 






XXII — llnripl*. m ani o! Superannuation ... . 
XXII 1 — Slntmm*r\ ami Printing ... 

XXV — M iso. Man. mi*. ... ••• , 

43,158 
1.30, 4 2.7 
0.35.371 

48,210 
1.20, lt»3 
7.72,339 

.38. 8 HO 

1 37.8112 
7918. 7<10 

3t».oOO 
1,209 mm 
, 7,92.000 

12,000 

1 7*1 (tint 
t .89,000 

Total ... | 

8.08.954 

9.409152 

!l.4 5,;*08 

7.5 l.ooo 

8.8798)0 

! 

Irrigation — 

XX I X — Mn u»i Work* (ili r<‘.'t receipts) ... j 

1,399*03 

» 1,3*1.959 

1 .23.290 

1.. 33.(8 HI 

1 20 000 

XXX — Minor Works ami Navigation — 






W\ 1’uUlir Wo Department 

r.N Civil Department ... j 

3.34.1 hi; 
25.013 

: 

3. *20, 105 
24,927 

2,82.720 

21.421 

3.05, otto 
25.000 

2( 2 000 
27,(88) 

Total ... i 

! 4,98,204 

+ 4 M.9H9 

4.30.231 ! 

' 4.03.00 i 

-9*7 t*0 ) 

Buil.linjus ami Ttoiuls — 



j 



XXXI-CimI Works — 






t > \ Pul.lir Works Depart men t 

Its las 1 Department 

4,02,320 

1 1 ,55,203 

3.85,03** 
1.42.. .23 

1.34.258 

1 9**1,034 

3.85,01 M* 
1,44.000 

4.70.000 

1914.000 

Total 

0. 1 7.5H3 

5.27.559 

*1.00.292 j 

5,29,000 

tl.34.OO0 

Transfer U*t \\ eeti Impel nil ami Pru- 
vineial Revamp* 

i 

4-l.4tl.73 **5 

i 

+ 57.52.800 | 

+ 57.84.0H0 

+ (18,79.(88) + 

0 Total Receipts 

5,20,49,89. 

] 7,16,53,401 

6,21.41.472 | 

[ 0,29,96,000 

0,20,06,(88) 6 

Ubasn T&tal 

• . — -Jt 


| 8,82,78,401 

! 9.34.71,742 1 

1 9,34,25,000 

9,38,17,000 ; * 


* Tl* Trtocta-1 betwtto I*p*rUl uk) Prort&cUi tor mm 


The Revised Financial Statement 
Mr. Beat sou Hell. 

Bengal Frortneial Exjunahtwr. 


m 


K\*PKNnm f HE. 

1 

r.ni i*j 

A mi w>. 

liM ‘ in 

i9i:» 14 

x. uu i u»m*d 

> s | (III to 

! 

Ht \ IsCil 
- HIIK U. 

1 917 10. 

Hud^tW 
* st unute. 

1 1 . i ni -tii t Ik* Ue\ »*li lies — 

1C 

bs 

Us 

Us 

Ifs 

Oh. 

Uefumlx and 1 )rnw but K ... 

ami Cniufn m* .? i <■. - 
Lain! Kcvetnie 

Stamps 

i »24 

37.m 47' 
3 .7.119. 2 77 
3,22 7u7 

4 7 5 7*1 

i 4 lo:i:» 

;.o 90.7 
:i 2 ;m i 2 H 
3,73.0 *.7 

1,37 b7*i 
27.179 
i 40 

;i iii ,7t’,r, 
r,.27 7 43 

1 .37.000 
4.3.000 
3.1,332 * 0 i i 

3 7(1 ooo 

x 77.000 

7.7 oOh 
7,2 7 ooo 

1 1 .99.000 

: 3l4,OOd 
32,000 
37,7,1.000 
J,7t»,t 00 

7 1 19 (to 

7 7 ooo 

• ,849)00 
; 1 .M .000 

1.41, UK) 
42,000 
dti'titi'OOO 

3 , 0 . 39)90 

X' 02 .1’ (M) 

7(>,t 00 
* 191 * 199)0 
11.23 ()00 

1'ioviticnil bales 
\ssi*ssed Taxes 
i*\»l’'Stb 

|{(^istrati')ii ... 

ml 1 - 7 
7x. i u; 
* 1 . 74.1133 

i" ( '7,4or. 

;;v 2 oi* 
7t; 4n9 
i, r,M 7 ,i • 

10 70. non 

77,2 vs 

1 1 ,2b , iH 



r.2,o‘i 7 •'o 

M4.3J 90 2 

119917 < oo 

(I7,0o.ooo 

*i».n\( (‘o 

1 iii «*n*st on < )i dmai \ 1 >< ' ; 

..in :u;;. 

1 1 2..MC, 

1. 19 X97 

4,3 4 (too 

4,40,000 * 

(, 40 OOO 

1(1 I‘7\ |X‘WH(‘s of Cl\ll 1> p.ll i MM III - -- 

(yriicral AdimiiMirai ion 
, , . . f ('..ms -f La t ... 

Law iiri-l .Jimlicc j j 

J'olirc 

J'erts ami I'jldl.i'."* 

Udm at ion 

Medical 

Lol.ima! 

V t/l ICIlli III » 

S mi i itii in 1 M .*»• * 1 1 .if#- m- i »• , .u i 

imnis 

37 . 7.7 022 
1.01.44 720 
20 ;.i 732 

87.0* J 1 ; 
13 27 :»2 7 
lil.Jl *7.! 
Jo II « 43 

- 7 1 i i 

*; 00 , 7 s i 

2.7 Hi. 712 
•.nl.39. loo 

19 «;i.s:t 2 
s ; m‘»,s, 79 
12. 1 1;,009 
72. 7*1.829 
2n 42 i:n 
.{* 97»; 

7 72 1 .57 

f* 91 sin 

2 4,29,'. -9 
1,00.37 7 17 
22,(12 K*J 
91,71. ox ! 

1 1.2 x 
x 1 , 1 2 .0 7 
2K,7o 4 7 '9 
*».' m7.» 

9 oil 77*1 

2.1 7 1 iioi. 
99.73 o(i" 
20,7(1 ooo 

1 .Ox.itx.o' H i 

1 7.39 ooo 
1.17 1.3,000 

4 7 x | o m 
2!' Ooo 

1 | Mi on ■ 

..11 odd 

2 4, (lx ooo 

1 03.0 I 91 O 0 
.’‘\7x Ooo 

1 (.3,80,0.1(1 

I v .,7 4 Ooo 
H.i.23 O' hi 
0),’3'1 Oi 0 
.C.s OOO 

'i 7n ooo 

, 2 s (ton 

23.71,000 
19(1,2 49100 

2 1 .93,n(i0 

1 ,0.7.33.0(8) 

1 4.7(1 0 (H) 

1 9»79>2,0(>0 
3(1,13 000 
.’>09 >iM 

11.1 i'9 0 () 

7.0.19,00 

i 

.{.*12.(17 

.{..74 h.7 703 

3,X0..71.;19| 

1,79.03 O' mi 

.; mi 

1 27,31,000 

M||* — 







[MT.iuirial ion ( ! . 

x| .it hum i v ami Liio.o.u 

M IMadlaneolls 

1 .1 7'. i.i >2 l 

7 i.o .*57 1 

29.2.7 i.kh 

1 i. ; 1,4 29 

1 27 01 0 

3] 00 , 2 Xh 

1 4.x , 40il 

7 x7. 4 |K 

32,31.0 io 

11.4 4 ooo 

Jo >-1 ooo 

. . x 4,000 

n’.ooo 

4 . 48,000 

34,299)00 

1 3.879). *0 
10 , K»,o ()0 

1 ‘o-al 

-Cl 2.7 021* 

40 *7.727 

71 73 112 

.77 7i( oo' 1 

A) MX, ooo 

78.32,000 

• 1 o f ami I m in am — 

!; 'luctioii oi avoidam* d 1* ’’’ 

i.o.o > i 

1.0 ooo 

mi ooo 

1.0 O Ml 

I 0 ooo 

oo9)d() 

(lieveiilic Accounts) — 







Subsidixed Companies — Land *f 1 . 



779 




’i, id 

tio.Ooo 

79 *>H 7 

do. ,77 9 

ill I IK Ml 

tllt.lK 10 

00911 3) 

Major Work* — 

Working expenses 

Intercut on l>cbt 

1.38.74 ; 
1,70 *1.7 o 

1.17 k7s 
1.77 nix 

1.4H.M97 
l.f,9 993 

1 4x 00 ' 

1 (19 Odd 

L29 O' ** 

' 7 0 Ooo 

1 . .739100 
1,709)4)0 

Minor Works and Naxi^.it'm — 

lL Public Works \b jiar . .. n: 

K\ Civil 1 >ep-r*tim-ii 

i Ot.li 

7 ,s i .191* 
i i*:.4 

7 n i . 7 
9,;. 7 

•»9i .', 22 ' 
ox • 

11.1 9,000 

43 no 

13 97 988) • 
13i<Kt 

1 1,40,000 
1 , 00 <P 

W 1 ! '.4*. 

lof , 2 79 4 

12 *2 09* 

1 4 40 too 

1 4. ,97,000 

l4.. r 8) t OoO 

and bonds — 




1 



Civil Works — 

B\ JPuhTir Wur.H 1 ) *, .u tin* nl 

Ci, »l 1 Cp.irimeul 

♦;i.7i -i**; 
HO. 27,721* 

<;;i.2l777 
20 HO .'At* 4 

7<1 . 4 4.3H.7 
27 74 2*13 

*9 .793400 
20.77 Ooo 

92, 00, Ooo 
27,79,000 

04. 8 8 , ( 8>0 
223)9 ,000 

• 1 ' e al 

li L71 ».o2o 

9 Ul2. 1 39 

l3t2.lH.b4K 

1,1 0.3f».000 

1 17,799)00 

86.97,000 

Total Cii.: _• - 

. 7 , 83 . 42.021 

7.09. H.lHl 

»*,. 1 fj.fid.CtO 

7.37.93,000 

6 . 74C 86.000 

fi. 68 . 2 #, ooo 

Closim* Balam ** 


3.13.30.27*) 

3.18,11,112 

1,98,32.000 

2,81,3198)0 

2,41,00,0(10 


f i 

8.82.7K.401 

9,34.71,742 

9,34.273MXt 

9.38,1 738)0^ 

8,99,5^000 

hciaI hut plus (+) or deficit ( — ) 

l ! 

+ 1,47,05,270 j 

+ 4,80,842 j 

— 1,06,98.000 j 

—36,00,000 I 

—40.22,000 


as * m r»*ftst 41*. 


Pfe*»«ttr«aftrfc» 



Bengal Provincial Receipts, in detail of minor heads. 
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Net amount <li\iail*Ie lietween Imperial and ! 

Provincial ... ... ... 2,27,5*3, 1«4 2.2.V*»U3# 2/2H.-I 1,f»53 2.2 * non 2.2^.70.000 2,29,20,000 
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JL VIA — Law and Justice — Courts of Law — 
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MivcNtafiwu* 



XXI A — Agriculture. 
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Presidency EeuMinhment — 

Calcutta Cnlleotorate (office) ... 41,888 4*,494 48.628 45,*** 46.5* **> 48.32‘t 

Inspect***!) and Prevention 85.5i‘9 22. 4**9 22,725 j 21,204 24,600 21.** *4 

Allowances and Oontiufsenciea ... iG,780 28.322 25.369 i 28,391 25,90) 27.241 

* tor rounding ... i — 483 » — 385 
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s 

168 The, Revised Financial Statement . [ 13 th Mar( 

Mr. Beatson Bell . 




Agricultural cJttsee* and a^ricult tim! gardvnH 2.2^0 r 3t)3 , 2,5f0 oOO 2.51M j 


The Revised Financial Statement 
Mr. Beatson Bell. 


169 


5,1 



»t{)uoui *utu uo 000 2W0 \ | UOU £2*%*8 l | VIS {l J 628 Vl £1 £IV 12*19 , *** pMOJL 

0 <X>‘ 00 *£— ! sSuiAiti afq^ojd joj itotKMipdp <»«uni 



24 — Medical — 


170 


The Revised Financial Statement. 
Mr. Beal ton Bell. 


[13th M 






1 





172 


The Revised Financial Statement, 


[13th March 


Mr. Beatson Bell. 



Agricultural Association* ... ... 4,580 9,714 7,058 9.000 7,000 9.00n 

Centra] seeds stores ... ... ; 18,787 j 10.900 7.231 15,000 lKOOO 14 000 

DUtribuiion of Agricultural Literature 1,034 500 500 
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Work i for which only Revenue J are 

kept and of which neither Capital nor 
Revenue Account* are kept. 



Total in rUngr of {Ur V.’ivd IVpartment ... 3o.27.T2? 25,80.3*4 25.74.2*3 20.77.ooo 25.79,000 22,09.000 I 



180 


The Rented Financial Statement. 
Mr. Beat mci Bell. 


[13th March 




1 915-J - f fhc Revised Financial Statement . 

** *Vr. Beatson Bell, 




5,100 



Estimate of cltimate J Estimate of Expenpiitrk 

Major findtjet head and <uih- maximum rosr. 1 is 19l£>-16. 

liead tinder which provi- ( Nature *>f «clieme. — - — — - — ; - - — REMARKS 


[ 18 th Mar 



In the Hr*t year tin* minimum pay will he drawn, and the 
charge* will l>e — 



One Superintendent of motor vehicles 
(3n0—‘25— 450) 

Hoiweront of th- k Superintendent 
1 Clerk (Hr. MO) 
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RESOLUTIONS. 


Expenditure — Head 22 — Education. 

Appendix to the List of Business— Motion No. 1.— The Hon’bh* RAI 
RADHA ( II A II A N PAL RAHADDR moved t lit» following resolution : — 

This Council recommends to the (lovernor in ('ouueil that, out of the 
lump provision of Rs. ( d, 25,000 for improving popular education, a sum of 
Us. 50,000 ho sot apart for the promotion of primary education in Calcutta. 

He said : — 

“My Lord, the subject of primary education in Calcutta has been 
engaging the attention of Your Excellency’s (rovernniont ;in well as of tin* 
Calcutta Corporation for some time pn>t. Last y»*arthe Ilmi'Mc Mr. Hornell 
read a pap(»r on the subject. Sir Charles Allen was in favour of the Corpora- 
tion taking over primary education in Calcutta, receiving in return a grant 
of revenue equivalent to the est. mated eo>t of expenditure. Sir Arclnlale 
Earle who succeeded Sir ( diaries Allen disapproved the idea as be* was 
afraid that tin* Calcutta Corporation would be swamped with the expenditure 
if the additional funds were not forthcoming. It was suggested by the 
lion bio Mr Hornell m Ins | aper that a representative committee might be 
appointed to consider the whole question, but nothing has been done in that 
direction. The Corporation have taken a keen interest m the matter, and 
tliev have been expeetmg for some years past, as was stated by the ( liainnan, 
that (iov< rnnient would consider the mattm* and would soon make a 
communication on the subject ; but nothing has yet been done. My Lord, 
tile existing paths lias in Calcutta impart primary « ducat mn to the boys 
belonging to the poor middle class people. 1 he pifhsalns are situated in 
dark, dingy and insanitary places, and the t/nru < are not the stamp of 
tend hors w 1 1 o are quahtiedto i m pa r t a sound < ‘ 1 u cat i on to the little boys w 1 1 < > 
are placed under their care. Idle (juruinahashijas are a class of ill-paid men 
who manage somehow or other to i*ke out an existence, getting Irom bs. K 
t, ( > Rs. 10 a mouth from fees realised from tie* bo\ s who attend their 
pnthmlas. The fc»» range- from annas 2 to annas S and the <juru nu hanky a a 
also manage to g-*t some ext ra subsistence by working in traders’ shops or 
in other places. In tin- wax tin* primary education oj Calcutta is carried on m 
most of the pat koalas. My Lord, l he cost of living m Calcutta is so dear that 
people cannot afford — especially the poorer class people and t hose who are 
known as the depressed classes who largely n -id»* in Calcutta— to pay for the 
education of their boys m primary schools, or rather in the classes attached 
to the high schools intended to impart prim try educat ion. bhe h“*s m t lie 
high schools are also prohibitive and therefore the poorer elah-es arc 
practically without proper facilities for imparting education to their boys. 

I find from the last census report that, of the boys who are of a school- 
going are. out of IM.'MM). about 50 p**r cent, cannot afford, or raider 
have not\hat facility for obtaining, any education at all ; ; and therefore the 
question of primary education has become very important in < ‘alcutta. V\ hat. 

I would suggest, for the consideration of Government is that there should be 
a model primary school m every ward of the town, with the exemption of the 
European section, and these -clmols should be under the control of the 
Director of Public Instruction. They should ho healed m wamtary 

buildings with small compound* attached, and not like the present pnthmlas 
which are dark, dingy huts or buddings where the little hoys are made i o 
squat on mats spread on the floor. If these schools are established m differ- 
ent parts of* Calcutta, it will h ad to the dissolution of these insanitary and 
inefficient schools, and will afford to the poorer classes some facilities for the 
proper education of their children. 1 think, my Lord, the question of fees 
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should l*e taken into consideration. The question of free primary education 
was mooted by the late lamented Mr. Gokhale in the Imperial Council, but it 
was not agreed to, and I think, that in order to extend the blessings of educa- 
tion, either free education or education on as cheap a basis as can possibly be 
devised, some such scheme should be immediately taken in hand in Calcutta. 
My Lord, in Calcutta J find that out of Ks. 1,53,217 spent last year on primary 
education, Us. 39,270 was met out of provincial revenues, and Rs. 15.000 from 
municipal funds, and Rs. 66,56-1 from fees, and about Rs. 33,000 was met from 
private sources. It will lx- seen therefore that the Government contribution 
for the promotion of primary education in Calcutta is quite inadequate, 
and it has been suggested that the whole question could be best considered 
by a representative committee. That was the suggestion of the Hon’ble Mr. 
Hornell, who stated, in the paper read by him, that at one time a scheme was 
in contemplation for the construction of some 45 model primary schools, but 
the scheme was not carried into effect, and consequently the primary schools in 
Calcutta continue to be in a deplorable state. My object in bringing up this 
motion is not so much as to ask that a sum of Rs. 50.000 be set apart for the 
promotion of primary education, because 1 am not in a position to say 
whether that sum would be sufficient to make a start, but my object is to 
bring this matter to the notice of Government and to elicit some* expression 
of opinion on the subject. [ know that 1 have the sympathy of Government 
in this matter and I am grateful. The Director of Public Instruction fully 
appreciates the fact that Calcutta is neglected in the matter of primary educa- 
tion and ho has for some* years boon taking a very keen interest in this matter, 
and 1 do earnestly hope that this matter will not be loft in its present 
state, but will be taken up by Government and especially by my friend 
the Hon’ble Mr. Hornell, the Director of Public Instruction.” 

The Hon’ble BABU SIJRENDRA NATH RANEIUI said 

“My Lord, I am in sympathy with the resolution, but without pledging 
myself to the terms in which it has been brought forward 1 think that it 
is really a part of a large question. The whole question of primary education 
is raised by the terms ol that resolution. Calcutta is nor, the only place 
whore there ought to be a stimulus given to primary education, but I think 
something should be done in respect of primary education over the whole 
province. The Government aece, ted a resolution which was moved by 
me, viz., that tin' education allotments should be laid before the Council. 

1 believe that was doin' last year at the time of the budget. Will my friend 
the Director of Public Instruction be in a position to tell us whether he has 
formulated any scheme for the expenditure of the grants on primary educa- 
tion, and tdu'ii perhaps we would be in a position to judge what allotments 
have been made for Calcutta, and what allotments for the other parts of 
the country? The question of primary education is of the utmost importance, 
and I think. Sir, as the Direct >r of Public Instruction has himself pointed 
out in the quotation which has been read to us. that model schools should 
be established, that night schools might be started. A voluntary agency 
was requisitioned some few years back for this purpose, but nothing came of 
it. I think Government ought to seriously take up the matter, and if Govern- 
ment were to start model schools in Calcutta, I am perfectly certain that 
the blessed contagion would spread far and wide, and the strong impulse 
for the spread of primary education would receive a renewed impetus. I 
do hope and trust that the Director of Public Instruction will be in a 
position to give us some assurance as to the lines upon w'hich the grant is to 
be spent, and I hope that something real, something definite and something 
substantial will be done in the course of the next few years. ” 

The Hon’ble Mr. HORNELL said 

* 4 My Lord, the resolution suggests that this Council recommends to thfe 
Governor in Council that, out of the lump provision of Rs. 9,25.000 for 
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improving popular education, a Mini of Rs. 50,000 bo sot apart for the 
promotion of primary education in (."aleutta. 

1 ho Imperial assignment to winch the Hon bh* mover of the ivsolutxm 
refers, contains a sum of 0 lakhs for tin* elementary education of Indian 
boys. The Hon’bje Habu Sunmdra Nath Itanerji has asked whether 1 
can state how it is proposed to assign tins money. W ell, this money was 
practically assigned some time ago, and in assigning it, it was generally 
agreed that in the foivlront of tin* scMieiiie of expenditure there should be 
placed some provision for the improvement of the pay of primary school 
teachers. I he scale which has been sanctioned provides for additional 
monthly payments respectively of Rs. 5 for trained primary school teachers 
and Re. 1 for untrained teachers, and tilt* cost of working out this scheme 
to its completion will b«* spread over five years, viz., from 1P15-H to 
HM7-1S. Practically the whole <>f this sum will be absorbed in tin* year 
HM7-18 by the payment of such additional sums to teachers in primary 
schools. Elaborate tables of expenditure have boon drawn tip and the 
expenditure required in lhl 7-1^ will be something as follows : — 


Rs. 

Amount required for t lit* i nc reused pay of teachers 

in primary schools in District Hoard areas ... I,75,<» M 

Amount required for the increased pay of teachers 

in primary schools in Municipal areas ... 50, SHI 

Amount required for the maintenance of Hoard 
schools in tin* Hnrdwan and Presidency 
Divisions ... ... ... ... 00.101 


Total .. 0.00,581 


I would invite the attention of the Council to the fact that a sum of 
R s . 50,810 has hem allotted for increasing tie* pay of primary school teachers 
m municipal areas. ^ t hit of t his sum Rs. 0,.mli will b<* the share of C alcutta. 

The llon’ble mover has n h rre i to a paper which I read last year on 
‘ Educational organ izat ion as a mvie problem.’ in which I dwelt \Mlli some 
vehemence on the exireme difficulty and the extreme importance of tackling 
the question of primary education in Calcutta. As a result of tins paper 
the ( 'orpornt ion of ( 'almt ta appointed a committee to consider the question 
of school arrangements for C alcutta. The committee decided that they 
could do nothing until they had ascr named what i lovcrnment proposed to 
do. I was consulted in June last, and I advised Government that they 
would not be able to move in the matter until they knew more of what the 
problem of school provision m Calcutta really is both as regards hoys and 
as regards girls. I urged that the next step should be the carrvmg out of 
an educational survey of the whole municipal area, and, as a result. Mr. K. 
C. De was placed on special duty with specific instructions for the drawing 
up of the survey. \\ hen the war broke out. Mr. He s services were 
requisitioned for other activities, but lie decided, in addition to his other 
labours, to do what he could to carry mi the survey which he had begun 
with considerable vigour, and I understand that though he has not completed 
hi* work, which he would have done if he had not been cal led upon to dc 
other work in connection with the war. he is well on with it. and that before 
very long, the survev will be submitted. 

Government are not in a position to accept the resolution in the terms 
in which it has been put, because the money is m>t available anu could not 
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ho made available without upsetting elaborately prepared schemes which 
arc already m process of introduction. J admit that these schemes will not 
go far towards the satisfaction of the numerous needs and the removal 
of the many defects, but nothing would be gained by cancelling what has 
already been arranged. Besides we do not really know what the problem in 
Calcutta is, and until we do know this, 1 do not see how we can inaugurate 
a scheme of improvement even if we had the money, which we have not ! 

The 11 on’ble I >ahu Surendra Nath Banerji has said that primary 
education in Calcutta is only a part of the general problem, and he has 
emphasized tin* extreme importance of the issues involved m the problem 
throughout the Presidency. lie has asked that lie may be given some light as 
to what it is generally intended to do. I am rather afraid that in connexion 
with the general discussion of the budget I shall not be allowed to get through 
mv cont ribution to the debate without being obliged to say something more 
about the general problem of primary education. 1 quite agree with what he 
said as to the extreme, importance of the problem, and I yield to none in my 
criticism of the many defects of the j resent system, but I do not propose to 
discuss the present system as a whole now. What, I wish to emphasize 

now is the difference between the general conditions and those which obtain 

in Calcutta and the defects which are peculiar t o Calcutta. We see in the 
first place that our primary school system, except so far as it has been 
modified by the system of Histrict Hoard lower primary schools in Kastern 
Bengal, has always been based on the assumption that the pandit will 
provide himself with a habitat. As the Hon bit* mover has reminded 
us, and as 1 pointed out before, that system will not work in Calcutta where 
rents are so high that the pandits cannot provide themselves with premises 
of even tolerable decency. Hence the unhealthy and deplorable schools to 
which reference has been made! Consequently, before we can tackle the 
problem, we have to see. exactly wdieie schools are required, and how the 

construction of these schools can be carried out. I also want to emphasize 

the great difference in point of fact between the Calcutta municipal ana 
and any area in the mufassal, whether it is under a Ihstrict Boaid or a 
municipality. The municipalities in the mufassal are practically in charge of 
primary education ; they have limited funds and find it difficult to meet 
their responsibilities, but it is possible to make the needs known to the 
municipal Commissioners For exam le, in Caeca, we have been able to 
build a few' good primary model schools for iris. In Calcutta there is 
practically no authority to whom Mich a suggestion could even be made. Jt, 
is beyond the province of this debate to discuss what sort of machinery w'e 
shall have to evolve to deal with the problem of* primary education in 
Calcutta. Whether the municipality should eventually he responsible, or 
wdiether there should 1 m* another authority — a joint committee, perhaps, of 
Municipal Commissioners and nominees of Government. — is a matter for the 
future, hut it is in my o inion absolutely essential that some sort of local autho- 
rity should be created fort aleutta. Otherwise, whenever general schemes of 
improvement are introduced, Calcutta will suffer, simply because of tin* groat 
complexity of the problem and the greater cost of doing anything. While, 
therefore, thanking tin* Hon’hle mover for introducing this topic. I desire 
to express the regret that Government cannot accept tin* actual terms of the 
resolution, but 1 can assure him that the matter will receive attention, and 
as soon as we get more facts before us, we shall proceed to deal w ith the 
matter. We shall probably refer the matter back to the Corporation, and I do 
hope that in tin* course of the next few years something will be done. ]$or 
do I think that action should be postponed because funds may not be now 
available. The question should be threshed out as soon as possible, thqn if 
and when we have funds, there is some chance of our spending them to real 
advantaged’ 
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The Hon’ble KAI KAIM1A CHAIIAX 1*AL I »A H A l >1" II said:— 

k ' My Lord, my ulijcci. as I liav,- ahvadv stated, is not to ask Uovom- 
mont to grant Us. 50.000. but to raiso a discussion oti this subject. 
Mi. Hoi noli has already explained in t hr < ouiiciI that tho question of primary 
education in Calcutta ha* been wry much neglected, and that then* is uo 
authority for carrying 0111 any scheme which might hr considers 1 desirable, 
ft has also been stated licit it is m cont rmplat ion to appoint a uoiiiiintt<M* 
to tin os h out the whole subject . and. hetore tin* connnittee is appointed, 
wu tile t ) hu\ o a |>i eluuiiiarv surv**y. 1 he matter has hern so lorn/ beloro 
tho (io\ eminent that we are entitled to approach Your Kxcelleney’s 
(lovenmicnt once more, and to ask that it might be expedited, that 
tho survey, which was undertaken b\ Mr. K. <\ |) r . might be continued by 
somebody td s« * if Mr. He is not free, and that a committee might be appointed 
after the survey is oomph ted to thresh out tin* matter fully. Alter tho 
assurance that lias been given b\ tin- Dou ble Mr. Hornell, I do mu wish to 
press the res- >lut inn.” 

The resolution was then, by |<>av of tin- President, withdrawn. 

Appendix to the List of Business— Item No. 2 — The lion ’hie HAI 
UADI I A (Ml A If AN PAL liAlIAHLK moved the foil o\\ ing resolution : — 

I his ('oiinril recommends to the <io\ernor m t 'oiineil that out or the 
lump pro\ ision o{ IN. !>,«.*>. <Kki hu impiovjug popular education, a sum of 
Hs. () be set apart for the promotion .*f female education in ('aloutta. 

He said — 

My Lord, female educat ion m ( 'alctit t a <l**ser\ <-s greater at tention from 
Your Kxcellom \ s <b»\rnimeiit as it. t s lagging greatly behind and the faeili- 
ties for fern, ah- education are very limited. The pmemitage of girls under 
instruction m pro -ort ion to girl* of sclioobgomg age was l'S'A last year. 
It appears that 10..‘»7o gnN belonging to all classes received education in 
("aloutta. out "f which S.S7- gnls ivemvi-d primary education. Lor t lie 
('hristians and t lie more advanced ohms of Hindus t In re are institutions 
which to some e\tint. though mad* <juatrly. supply the want, but for the 
orthodox class. m»th Hindus and Muhammadan*, the great, want of suitable 
institutions is keenly b it. and it m ma.nly for th.s reason that the cause of 
female ed u cat mu m ('ahuitta e *iiib*rmg so mii'-h Tim Let hum* ( ’nllege, the 
Victoria ( Lrls School, lie* Lraimio (iirl* School and a few others, though very 
(excellent no t it utions, do not mm i t h*- reijuo omen! s of the vast mass of the 
Hindu and Muhammadan ; opulaf i*>n. There were last year in all upper 
primary schools with o.zJTK pupil* and lower primary schools with 

l\.V,7 pupils, and school* again ar* not quite suitable for efficient 

education. These primary schooN are also housed in insanitary and unsatis- 
factory buildings. Again many of ill's*' schools are not conducted mi purely 
secular lines. The community would bk<* these girls' schools to he conducted 
either on a secular basis entirely or according to the tenet* of their respective 
religions, for the ort hodox community is very zealous of guarding their girls from 
the proselytizing influence of ot h* r religions. 1 he seliool fee of the Lethunc 
College is too high and prohibit ive for t he pr>or middle class people. What 
is wanted is cheap primary schools for girls in different parts of the 
to\vn. located in good airy buildings with compounds attached for the 
girls to play, and a nominal fee. T m-e-ssary, charged for education. 
‘There i it oik* institution, namely, the Mahakali Pathsala, which is the 
best model of what a girls’ school should be. but it is languishing for want, of 
funds. There is also a dearth of well-trained lady teachers, which should I* 
supplied by training competent teachers I am very glad to find that the 
number of the peripatetic zenana teacheiiiias risen from 4 to 7 and the numhot 
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of pupils under this tuition from XT to 159. yet I would respectfully urge 
the Government to employ a larger number of peripatetic zenana teachers 
and to make the fact of such employment kn >wn to the Indian community, 
for girls an* generally withdrawn from the schools between the ages of 12 
and 14, but the craving for education does not cease hero, as the community 
will welcome the zenana teachers in their homes to spread the blessings of 
education.” 

The Hon hie Mi:. IIOliXKLL said 

k My Lord, I would refer t lit* Hon’ble mover to the remarks which I 
have just made in reference to the (juestion oi the provision from which he 
asks that this si eeial assignment may be made. The lump provision of 
Us. 9,25.000 for improving popular education includes, as 1 have already 
explained, ft lakhs lor the improvement of elementary education f >r Indian 
boys, Us. 1,07,000 lor tin* improvement ol the education of Indian girls, 
and Us. 1.52 000 lor the improvement of hostels. Us. 5 1.000 for industrial and 
technical education, and Us. 52.000 fo ■ European education. Tin* Govern- 
ment of India subsequently made t wo further assignments of Us. 1.07,000 
and Us. 50,000, respectively lor the education of Indian girls, and the total 
sum therefore available by way of recurring grants from the Imperial Gov- 
emment lor the improvement, of the (‘ducat ion ol Indian girls and women 
is Us. 2,4 1.000. Out of this assignment, which is a recurring one, the 
following sums have been set aside lor (\alcutta m accordance with schemes' 
of distribution which have received tin* sanction of ( lovernment . viz. : — 

Us. 

The appointment of an Assistant Inspectress and 


her establishment ... ... ... 5, 1ST 

Additional grants-in-aid for high schools for girls in 

Calcutta ... ... ... ... 7,200 

Enhanced grants-in-aid to middle schools ... 1.000 

Proposed secondary training college for women 
teachers "... ... ... ... 40,000 

Zenana education . . ... ... ... 1,000 

Muhammadan education for girls ... ... 22,000 

Primary girls' schools in Calcutta ... ... 2,200 

Total ... 79.SS7 


It is in I act proposed to spend from the Imperial recurring assignment 
on the various things connected with the education of Indian girls in 
Calcutta a greater proportion of the available funds than that for which the 
Hon hie Member has asked, but 1 am glad that he has brought this motion 
forward, because 1 do not myself think that the above provision will really 
affect seriously the problem of Indian girls’ schools in Galeutta. As the 
Hon ’hie mover has said, there are a certain number oi missionary institutions 
which an* excellent, in their way ; there an* also certain girls’ schools, such 
as the Brahmo Girls’ School, tin* Hethune ( 'ollegc and the Victoria Institution, 
which serve a distinct and valuable purpose, but there is a lamentable lack 
of proper primary and middle schools for orthodox girls. The difficulties* 
here are milch greater than they art* in the mtifassal. because in the mufassal/ 
at headquarters at any rate, it is not difficult to bring into existence and make 
fairly efficient a model school for girls under one of the schemes which were 
evolved in Eastern Bengal by the Female Education Committee, I refer to * 
Acli schemes as those known as the Urban Girls’ School Scheme, by which 
we can make grants for the purchase of land and the construction of a 
Ifood school building. As the result* of this, a fairly efficient school does 
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exist at nearly all headquarters. Hut this is not the ease in Calcutta. whoro 
the high rents and the excessive cost of land make it almost impossible to 
start a school. Therefore. I agree with the Hon’bh* Member in thinking that 
the question of the provision of schools for the middle and lower classes of 
girls in Calcutta is one of great urgency and importance. Hut 1 think it is 
one which, at anj. rate at this stage, we cannot wholly dissociate from the 
general problem. Mr. He was asked when preparing his survey to deal with 
girls Bchools as well as boys , and I think that he I ore taking any further atop 
we should see what he says with reference to the existing condition of girls* 
schools. We want to know how far, for example, primary schools might 
serve the purpose of both boys and girls. 

\\ hen the survey is complete, further action must be taken. W hether 
"a the committee for which tin* Hon ble Member lias asked in connection with 
the problem of primary education of boys in Calcutta, and which I can assure 
him will be appointed, will be the best body to deal with the question of 
girls' schools, or whether another committee should Ik* appointed, is a matter 
for the future, but 1 can assure tin* llon’bh* Member that the matter will bo 
taken up and threshed out to some conclusion. 

I do not advocate delay, because at the present juncture it may be 
difficult to find the necessary funds. We must make up our minds as to 
what the defects are and how they ought, to he remedied, and then when 
funds art* available, there is some chance of the money being spent projxirly. 
In ibis connection, I would like to allude to the fact that Government havo 
recently appointed a committee of Hindu ladies and gentlemen to consider 
the question of education of Indian girls whose parents would desire* that 
their daughters should be well educated, but would resent any interference 
with their orthodox traditions. Of course this is a special problem, and if from 
the deliberations of this committee tin* establishment, of a school eventuates, 
this school will be a special one. Hut the problem raised by the [Ion’hle 
mover is mainly a local problem. The need is there. What we want to know 
is how wo can best meet it. In this connection, I think [ can justly remind 
the Council of the resolution under which (lovernment recently created the 
committee to which I have just, referred, not because this is really relevant 
to the question before the Council, but because in that resolution Government 
made it clear that the problem of tin* education of tin* Indian girls is 
essentially one which the Muhammadans and Hindus alone can speak. 
Practicaliv the purport of this resolution was to appoint a committee and 
to say to "it, ‘Tell us what you want, and we will then see how far we can 
provide it.’ With reference to the matter now before the Council, I also 
advocate the co-operation of those who are interested in the problem, for 
unless people will face the problem, we cannot possibly hope to make any 
progress. While, therefore, regretting that we are unable to accept thin 
resolution in the terms in which it stands, because funds are not available, 
I am grateful to the Hon’ble Member for having raised this question, and I 
can assure him that the matter will be taken up and dealt with.” 


The Hon ble Habit STKENDKA NATH HAN EH J I said 

" ’ u My Lord, it is only right and proper that we should in this Council 
record our sense of gratitude to the Government for the appointment of the 
committee to which my Hon’ble friend Mr. Horneli has just referred. The 
committee is now engaged in its very important labours, and we do not know , 
wl*af~the qptcome of these labours may be. but I do hope and trust that 
at least in respect of two matters they will formulate a clear decision. Th# 
great need for Calcutta and the province is that our girls— say from the a$e 
ef 6 to 14— should receive a finished coarse of education. I do hop6 that this, 
aotnmitlee will be able to formulate inch a of edkdatioar *Then 
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there in a large number of unemplnyc (1 widows dependent on their relatives. 
The struggle for existence is becoming keener and keener now-a-days and the 
relatives are not always in a position to maintain them. Therefore, some sort 
of livelihood should be found for them, and I should like to suggest for the 
consideration of the Hon’ble Mr. llornell whether technical schools should 
not be established for the training of widows so that they might be in 
a position to obtain an independent livelihood for themselves. I think that 
these are matters of tin* highest inportance as affecting our girlhood and 
womanhood. I trust that the labours of the committee will lead to the 
formation of definite, propositions which will solve these two great cardinal 
issues.” 


The Hon’ble KAI RADHA CHARAN PAL BAHADUR said 

“My Lord, as I have already said in connection with the previous motion, 
my sole object in bringing forward this resolution is to raise a discussion on 
the subject. If 1 may be permitted to narrate an instance, J met a lady 
friend, a relation of mine, and asked her why sin* did not send her girls 
to school. She said that her husband earned only Us. 10 or A o a month, and 
slut could not afford to pay for the education of her girls. I told her that she 
could send her girls to the Dothune College, but sin* replied that although it 
was true that t in* fee there was only Hs. o a month, yet she could not afford to 
pay oven that sum. I then suggested that she should send her girls to one of 
the missionary schools, but. she said that she was afraid that tin* education 
imparted then* was not purely on secular lines. I say this, my Lord, ns a 
humble representative of the community to winch 1 belong, and as 1 take a 
deep interest in education, that our womenfolk who arc sincerely anxious to 
educate their girls do not have those facilities which the well-to-do commu- 
nity possess. For the upper class of the Hindu society, the Bethune 
College affords ample facilities for giving education to their girls ; then there 
is another school, tin* Bralimo Girls’ School. The Indian Christian community 
have also got schools where they can educate* their girls, but for tin* vast mass 
of the pout* middle class people, including those who an* called the depressed, 
classes, there is absolutely no facility for female education in Calcutta. I 
mtist. say that during the brief si ace of time that the llon’ble Mr. Hornell 
has been the Hireetor of Public instruction, lie has been able to understand 
and appreciate our needs, and I am very grateful to him for so freely and 
frankly expressing bis opinion on the subject. I am sun* the matter will 
receive careful consideration, and some means will he devised for promoting 
female education in Calcutta. Iam also very grateful to Government for. 
appointing a committee to investigate the subject, and although there are 
very excellent men on the committee, I venture to suggest that it would be 
very helpful to the community to take, evidence and gather information from 
different communities, and thereby ascertain tin' needs — especially in connec- 
tion with female education — from some 1 of tin* representative men. With 
these observations I beg to withdraw the resolution.” 

The resolution was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 


Expenditure — Head 32 — Miscellaneous . 

Appendix to the List of Business— Item No. 3.— The Hon’ble RAI 
RADHA CHARAN PAL BAHADUR moved the following resolution : — 

f This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that, ouj^^fhe 
general reserve of one and-a-half lakhs for unforeseen charges uftder 

g isoolU^ebufc, m sum. of Rs. 50,000 be made to * 
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He said : — 

• i . Lni-d. the district < 'liaritablc Ninety was. in 1S.W. 

is doing the work whu-li is ordinarily done. I understand, in Ki, gland l, v t|„. 
local bod) es I rum tie pr« weeds of a poor-rate; hut tins Society which was 
founded by ibslioji 1 timer in IN.SO has met the wants, to some extent thoiiirh 
inadequately, of the poor, invalid and distressed classes of ( 'ah-utta The 
Society has an income of about Us. l.Oo.tiOO. as shown in t he last year’s 

report. Jt is divided into two section; one is the Kurnpoan and ( 'hristian 

section, and the other is the non-< ’hrist iau section. There are also two com- 
mittees — the first, which is the central one, looks after the needs of the 
Christian community, and the second, the Indian committee, which looks 
after the. needs of the non-Christian community. Cut of the income of 
Rs. l.Oo.GOt). the grant to the Indian committee was Its. 27. 101) hist year. Mv 
Roid, this Us. 2 1 .000 odd comprises Us. o.lOO recuved as grants from the 
Society's general fund, and Us. 22.000 from the income of trust funds. 
The 'i rust 'Funds are investments of money bequeathed to the Society, by 
philanthropic persons at the time of their death or on cereiuoi.ial occasions, 
for the b( ‘in fit ol th<‘ ( 'hristian nr non-Christian poor nr I »i It. 

In the collection to the < Jeneral l*' und, public subscript ions ( I n»li;m and 
European) amount to Us. b,300, cont nbutioiiH from the ( orporat ion and other 
public 1)0 lies to Us. 7.800. and ( iovermnent. subscriptions to Us. 17,100, 
and the Indian Committee do not get, more than Us. a. 000 out. of these 
Hunis. Excluding the public subscriptions, the Indian Committee do not get 
any portion ol the Government or tin* ( ’orporatmn contributions. 

J»y their own efforts tin* Indian Committee collected last year Us. 2,000 
for tin* benefit ol the Indian poor which is not included in the above sums. 
The population of Calcutta is roughly speaking 3b. 317 Christians and 
800,800 non-' liristians ; the ratio of Christians to non-Christians is I hen -fore 
1 * -•>. It will he seen, my Lord, that tin* needs oj the Indian po >r. having 
regard to the population, are much greater than (lie needs of the other 
section of the community, and should receive the support of the Govorn- 
ment. My Lord, in last year’s report of tin* Society, 1 find that the number 
of paupers on the roll of the Indian committee was 1.3] I, ineluding 
dependents, and the amount at the disposal ol the committee if divided 
per capita would come up to Ue. 1-3-10. It will be semi, therefore, that the 
committee have been spending their money as sparingly a* possible. Resides 
this, there are funds to help students in cdueation. Jim* again, perhaps, Mr. 
Horned might be interested to know that from the funds for the relief of poor 
students, tin* Indian Committee receive Us. 2f> a month from the general funds 
and the income of tin* Krist >das Pal Fund l Us. 10,300 . the Uaj Nashi Mulliek 
Fund (Us. 3,000 ) and tin* I>olai Chain! Mulliek Fund Us. LO'Ml;. It will he 
seen, therefore. that the Indian section of the Hist riot Charitable Society lias 
been trying in its liumbb* way to alleviate the distress of the non-Christian 
poor according to the funds at their disposal, but. my Lord, if tin* record 
rtf the committee is investigated, it will he found that there are miny appli- 
cations pending which cannot be met owing to lack of funds. Having 
, .regard to the population of the non-Christian community in the city, f 
hope that Government may he pleased to make tie* grant moved for by Jne 
to the Indian section of the Ihstrict Charitable Society. My Lord, the Indian 
committee was started in the year 1832, two years after the establish- 

fnent of the Society, and in 1HP.» its Honorary Secretary was Halm Lrasanna 
Kumar Tagore, the uncle of the late Maharaja Sir .lotindra Mohan Tagore, 
and then he was succeeded by several distinguished gentlemen, TltD 
Pfesident of the Indian Committee at present is the Hon’hle Raja I )inetidir*i£ P 
Narayati Ray, and I may add he is not only the President, but also Ut«C 
direcl^ adtperintendent and com »t roller of the business of the cQmtnittee. 
'The dflice is Itiwfad in hia, own house. The committee is p»fe d JfUu 40 

. Having rqgmnljto the&p WUfbAr 1 

t^ear^ltly Jfo of ~ qafcutta, 
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$ sum of Rs. 5,000 may ho budgetted as a grant to the Indian section of tfc 
District Charitable Society.” 

The Hon’blo RAJA DINENDRA NARAYAN RAY said — 

“ My Lord, I have very great pleasure in supporting the motion of th 
Hon’blo Uai Rad ha Charan J \'d Bahadur. 

Personally 1 have been intimately associated with the Society for a ver 
long time and 1 can assure the Hon’blo Members of the Council that the fund 
at the disposal of the Indian Committee entrusted with the relief of distree 
among the non-Christian poor of Calcutta are far too short of the demand 
made upon them. The Indian Committee relieve about 700 persons ever 
month at a cost of over Rs. 30,000 a year. But the amount of distress anion 
widows and orphans and incapacitated persons among the non-Christians i 
Calcutta is so largo that the funds at the disposal of the committee are bu 
a drop in 1 he ocean. 

The District Charitable Society used formerly to grant to the India 
Committee half of the Government grant plus Indian subscriptions, Th 
Government grant was formerly Rs. 1,200 a month. It is now Rs. 1 ,450 
month. Out of this sum, together with what the Society receives from th 
public as subscriptions, the committee receive Rs. 425 a month onl] 
The ratio of non-Christian population to the Christian in Calcutta is 23: ] 
It is quite immaterial whether a larger amount is spent for the Christians r 
for the non-( ’hristians so long as the amount is spent in charity. 

The number of non-Christians is however so large that I am strongly i 
favour of the Government sanctioning the extra grant of Rs. 5.000 a year t 
the Indian committee as proposed by my Hon’blo friend Rai Radha Cliara 
Pal Bahadur, and I earnestly hope that the Rai Bahadur’s proposal wii 
receive the favourable consideration of this Council.” 

The Hon’blo Mu. STEPHENSON said 

“ My Lord, I am afraid Government cannot accept, the resolution wliicl 
proposes to reduce our reserve by Rs. 5,000 in order to give a grant of tha 
amount to the Indian section of the District Charitable Society of Calcutta 
In the first place, we must object to the reduction of the reserve which is th 
source from which it is proposed to meet the expenditure. The Hon’bl 
Member perhaps regards the reserve as a windfall available for expenditure 
for which we have not been able to make provision in the Budget, but vver 
it so available 1 can assure the Hon’ble Member that it would have beei 
allotted long ago to the many urgent claims which we have had to exclud 
from our consideration this year. When we are dealing with the Provincia 
expenditure of oyer 6$ crores, it .will be readily appreciated that it i 
absolutely impossible to foresee every item of expenditure that circumstance 
may force upon us during the course of the year. Our estimates of expendi 
ture are merely guesses based upon experience, and although we hope that, oi 
the whole, they are reasonably exact, there are always certain heads unde 
which the exj enditure exceeds the estimate. I think it will be admitted tha 
a lakh and-a-half is a very small percentage to keep as a reserve to meet th< 
excesses, and if the Hon’ble Member knew the difficulties which meet the 
Financial Department when called upon towards the end of the year t< 
provide, for instance, for Additional Sub- Judges or Munsifs, I am sure he 
would have more consideration for us than to propose to reduce our verj 
fcmall reserve. It must be remembered that no matter how much our income 
may exceed the estimate wo are rigorously tied down in our expenditure tc 
the total amount provided in the Budget. For the last few years we have 
been able to carry on because we have been able to borrow from the amounts 
provided but unexpended out of the Imperial grant%£or Education or Sanita- 
tion, tout this is qply^a temporary resource ' sooa as tbs 
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grants an* exhausted, ami in any case it will not Ik* available in tin* coming 
year. 1 have gone into this somewhat fully, because I wish to deprecate 
strongly any attempt to regard this reserve as a menus of escaping from the 
responsibility of proposing definite reduction in expenditure. It looks so easy 
to propose a reduction under this head that I trust I have convinced llon’ble 
Members that the provision is there for a definite purpose and has only been 
scraped together by the sacrifice of many comparatively urgent proposals, 
and that a proposal to reduce it nvdly means denying ourselves at a later 
period of the year some possibly essential requirements, and I hope Hon’ble 
Members will resist tin* temptation that its appearance m the Budget oilers. 

Turning to the other part of the proposal, we must all sympathise with 
the objects of tin* District Charitable Society and wish that it hail at its 
disposal all the funds that it need*. But. in the firsl place, the Indian section 
is only a committee of tin* District Charitable Society. Any grant given 
would therefore naturally bo given to the District t ’haritablc Society and it 
would l»i* left to that Society to devote its funds to the objects which most, 
require them and m regard to which they run be most uselully employed. 
The main portion of the Hon’ble Member's speech was devoted to a criticism 
of the division of the funds at the disposal of tin* S >oietv. This is a matter 
of internal administration with which I do not think this Council is properly 
concerned. Government already give a considerable amount, of assistance to 
the Society in regard to its Alms House for which there art* special reasons, 
and gives a grant of Rs. 3,000 a year to its general fund which 1 believe was 
originally intended to help to meet the cost of establishment. The question 
of Government grants to charities is not without diilieulties. Tin* duties of 
Government and the sphere of private charity are entirely separate, though 
there may be some cases which are on the border-line between tin* two. 
Until we advance much further towards socialism than we have done at 
present, Government are not fitted to do the work of private charity and they 
have no right to use the tax-payers' money to relieve individual cases of dis- 
tress. It is better that the money should bo left as at present with the tax- 
payer so that In* may acquire for himself the merit that c *mcs from charity. 
Apart from this question, it must be obvious that if Government. om*c en- 
tered into the field of charity it would be impossible for t hem to discriminate. 
If Government are to give a grant to relieve tin* poor of Calcutta they should 
give a grant to relieve the poor of Dacca and every other place in t he province. 
As I have said. ‘Government are in the fullest sympathy with the work of this 
and many other charitable societies, and I think that it will be found that 
so far as the funds which are at our disposal allow and the objects are 
legitimate objects for rxpmi liture of the tax-payers' money, Government have 
given a not unsympathetic consideration to all appeals made to them* I \\ould 
therefore deprecate appeals being made in this Council on behalf of individual 
charities, and 1 hope that the Council will in it encourage the practice, I have 
a shrewd suspicion that the Hon ble Member s resolution is not really meant 
as a serious attempt to alter the Budget, but. i- an ingenious methol of 
advertising the merits and needs of the Charitable Soriety :.o which the 
Hon’ble M?*mber is Secretary, in the hope that tin* publicity given may result, 

ill larger subscriptions which are undoubtedly mueh wanted, and as long as 

these subscriptions come from the wealth which Government do not exact 
from the tax-payer, tin* Hon’ble Member has my hearty wishes for his 

success.” 


The Hon’ble RAI RADII A CHA It AN PAL BAHADUR Haul:— 

“ jtf v Lord, I have listened with great interest to the HjH;ech of the lion ’ble 
Member What I understand is this, that he is not in a position to make 
this grant. He is not aide to differentiate between this Society and other 
Societies, but mji>ord,> this particular case a grant has already been made 
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by Government for m>>ro than 80 yearn, and what I submit for the considera- 
tion of the ('on noil is this, that out of this grant of Rs. 17,000, nothing is paid 
to the Indian Committee. We have to meet our own establishment from the 
trust funds, and then from Rs. 17,000 which is paid as a grant to the Society, 
we unfortunately do not get anything at all. If therefore at the time 
when the grant is made. Government wen? to direct that this grant 
should be reasonably shared by both sections of the committee, it would to 
some extent meet the wishes of the Indian section of the committee. 

1 know very well, my Lord, that thellon’ble Mr. Stephenson will not part with 
a single penny out of the reserve which he has got in his own hands, and it is 
therefore useless for me to knock my head against a stone wall. Therefore, 
with the humble prayer 1 have already submitted, 1 beg to withdraw my 
application.” 

The resolution was then, by leavo of the President, withdrawn. 

Expenditure — Head 43 — Minor Works and Navigation. 

Appendix to the List of Business— item No. 4.— The Hon hle RAI 

RAPJ1A CHAKAN PAL PAHAPCR moved the following resolution : — 

This Council recommends to tho Governor in Council that, out of the 
provision of Its. 7.7# 7.1 M M I for (’alcutta and Pastern Canals (Revenue account), 
under R5 — Minor Works and Navigation, or from the general reserve of one 
and-a-half lakhs for unforeseen charges under 3 '2 — Miscellaneous, a sum of 
Rs. 10,000 be set apart for thorough repairs to canal bank roads belonging 
to Government, situated in the fringe area of the Calcutta Municipality. 

He said : — 

44 My Lord, the Canal West Road running past the canal is in an exces- 
sively bad condition, having a narrow metalled surface barely sufficient lo 
carry the heavy traffic, due to trade facilities afforded by the canal. Tho 
trade has increased of late, resulting in a consequent increase of revenue to 
the Public Works Pepartnirnt. from the tolls levied on cargo imported and 
exported by boats. 

The Government are the owners of an extensive area of klias mahal lands 
on the canal side bordering on this road, which is let out to a large number 
of tenants and which is thickly populated. This area lias been improved by 
tin* Corporation at a cost of several lakhs, and tho Government properties 
have been considerably enhanced in value. Put tin* canal hank road is not 
only neglected by Government but continues to grow worst*. Public com- 
plaints have been loud and deep and the Corporation have addressed the 
Government on the subject. A private person owning those properties would 
be hauled up before tin* Municipal Magistrate and would be dealt with 
with unfailing severity in the grinding mill of the Town Hall Court. Put 
who dares to prosecute the Government ? It would he interesting to watch 
how the Government would be dealt with by the Magistrate. I beg to 
submit that as Government this road is resorted to for bringing cargo to 
the canal, without which the canal would not have yielded any profit to 
the Government, it is meet and proper that the Government should earmark 
some money for its efficient maintenance and betterment by 'widening the 
metalled surface as would he in keeping with the traffic passing along it. 

1 have gone through all the paj>er8 in this connection. The Government have 
admitted the necessity for widening the metalled surface ; but the difficulty 
as to who will do it stands in the way. In all fairness and in view of the 
fact that the Government derive a substantial revenue out of the canal 
to which the road is a necessary adjunct, it is reasonable that the Govern- 
ment should maintain and widen it. If the Government like, it may be * 
transferred to the Corporation after the proposed widening is effected, so 
that the Corporation may maintain it, the Government contributing the 
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recurring cost of the maintenance out of revenues realised by the imposition 
p of tolls on cargo transported by boats and rents derived from kh<tH malial 
lands/' 

The Hon’ble Mu. BEATSON BELL said : — 

’* My Lord, t lit* Public Works Department agree with the Hon’ble Uai 
Eadha Charan Pal Bahadur that the roads in question which run along 
the crest of the embankments of our canals are not at present in an altogether 
satisfactory condiliou. Tie* roads ' were constructed and an* maintained 
primarily for the traffic connected with the canals, but as Calcutta has 
spread, a large amount of extraneous traffic now goes along those roads 
The Public \V orks Department maintains a im tailed st rip of If* feet in width. 
This would suffice for the traffic connected with the canal, but is insufficient 
to meet that traffic plus the large extraneous traffic. As the llon'ble Uai 
Rad ha Charan Pal Bahadur has mentioned, correspondence is now going 
on between the (Jovernment and the Corporation regarding the future 
management, and we ho, e that some solution will soon he arrived at. 
Probably tin* best solution will be that tin* Corporation should take over 
the road in view of the laet that probably more than half of tin* traffic 
has nothing to do with the canal but is ordinary municipal traffic. For the 
immediate present, no doubt, tin* Hon’hle mover wants us to do something 
and asks that out of the grant of 7 \ lakhs we should set aside Its. 10,000 
for these roads. Well, I think that, when tin* llon’ble mover drafted 
his resolution. In* had not before him a copy of the Public Works Code. 
If he had referred to volume II of that Code, page 1*17, he would have 
seen that the method of budget ting for irrigation works is to provide* a 
lump sum for works of all kinds, c.g. % for sluices, earthwork, turfing, and the 
other numerous items which go to constitute maintenance' work in canal 
operations. This lump sum of Es. 7,7*7.000 is spread over 1,1 If* miles, 
and among other items is the maintenance of these very roads to which the 
Hon’ble mover has alluded. The distribution of the lump allotment rests 
with the Superintending Engineers concerned. In tie* year 1912-ltt, the 
Superintending Engineer allotted not Us. 10,000 but. Es. 19,000 for these 
roads. In 19L‘»-1 1 he allotted Es. 21,000. In the present, year, he has 
already spent. Es. If*. 000 and will probably work up to Es. 20,000. It 
is extremely improbable that in the corning year he will allot loss than 
Es. 20,000. In the circumstances, I think that the Hon’ble Member will not. 
ask us to cut it flown to Its. 10.000.” 

The Hon’ble EAI EADHA CHARAN PAL BAHADCR said:— 

My Lord, I am much obliged to the, Ilon’ble Member for the lucid 
explanation which he has given. The Ilon’ble Member has informed the 
Council that Es. 20,000 has alrea iy been spent in improving these roads. I 
must say therefore that if in spite of this the roads are in such an 
unsatisfactory condition, I think pride of place must be given to the Calcutta 
Municipality, although it is condemned on all sides.” 

The resolution was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 


ADJOURNMENT. 

The Council was then adjourned to Saturday, the 27th March, at II a.m. 

A. W. WATSON, 

• Secretary to the Government of Bengal and 

Secretary to the Bengal Legislative Council . 

Calcutta, 

The 23rd March 1913. 

B. S. Prets— 28-4-19 1 5-^82 P 




A&sjtrafo of the Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council , assembled under 
fte provisions of the Indian Councils vie/. 1861 , 1892 and 19V9 % and the 
Government of India Act, 1912 . , 


The Council met in the Council Chamber in Government House on 
Saturday, the 27th March, 1915. at 11 a.m. 

Present : 

His Excellency the Right Hon hie Thomas David, Hak«>n Cakmiciiaki. of 
Skirling, g.c.i.e., k.c.m.g., Governor of the Presidency of Fort William in 
Bengal , presiding . 

T1 io Hon’ble Me. P. C. Lyon, c.s.i., Vice-President. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Sykd Shams-ce-Hcda. 

The Hon’ble Mk. N. D. Beatson Bei,i., c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Surgeon Geneuai. G. I*. A. IIarrik, o.s.i. 

Tlie Hon’ble Mr. C. J. Stevenson-Moore. o.v.o. 

The Hon'ble Mr. J. G. Gumming, c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. H Kerr, c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble M«. H. L. Steriiens.n, c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. F. Samman. 

The Hon’ble Mr. II. H. Green. 

The Hon'ble Mr. F. A. A. Cowley. 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. W. Hornele. 

The Hon’ble Mr. C. F. Payne. 

The Hon’ble Rai Priya Nath Mukhaiui Bahadur. 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. J. Hilary. 

The Hon’ble Raja Hbishikesh Laha. c.i.e. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. B. Chakravarti. 

The Hon’ble Jagadindra Nath Ray. 

The Hon’ble Raja Shohiii Kanta Achakyya Chaudhuri Bahadur. 

The Hon’ble Dr. Dera Prasad Sakbadiukari, c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Raja Dinendra Xarayan Ray. 

The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur. 

The Hon’ble Mr. E. H. Bray. 

The Hon’ble Mr. F. H. Stewart. 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. T. Ork e. 

The Hon’ble Mr. O. A. Bayley. 

Tin* Hon’bb* Mr. Oolam H ossein Cassim Arief. 

The Hon’ble Maulvi Musharraf Husain. 

The* Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Faz-ul-Haq. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Saiyid Hossam Haider Chaudhuri. Khan 
Bahadur. 

The Ilon’ble Rai Nalinaksha Basu Bahadur. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri. Khan Bahadur. 

The Hon’ble Babu Surf.ndra Nath Banf.rji. 

The Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray. 

The Hon’ble Rai Hari Mohan Chandra Bahadur. 

The Hon’ble Chaudhuri Mahammad Ismail Khan. 

The Hon’ble Babu Upendra Lal Ray. 
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[Bat Ban Mohan Chandra Bahadar ; Mr. Gumming: Mr. Sam man ; 
Maulvi .1. K. Faz-ul-Ilaq.] 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

LIST OF BUSINE8S— ITEM No. 1. 

STARRED QUESTIONS. 

By the HorThle KAI HAKI MOHAN CHANDRA BAHADUR: — 

1. In regard to the reply given to my innstarmU quest inn No. XXXI 
asked at the Council meeting of September 1. IP 11, will the Government 
he ph*ased to state whether any, and. if so, what decision has been arrived 
at by Government on the subject of tin* communication of unfavourable 
reports to subordinate officers ? 

The Hon’ble Mu. GUMMING replied 

“The matter still rests with the Government of India.” 

By the Hon’ble KAI IIAR1 MOHAN CHANDRA BAHADUR: — 

2. (a) With reference to the reply given to my funstarred) question 
No. XXX .asked at the Council meeting of September 1, UHL will the 
Government he pleased to state what orders (if any) -have been passe 1 on 
the memorial submitted to Government by certain rate-payers and ot hers of 
tin* Darjeeling Municipality praying for the intnxluct ion of the elective 
system in that Municipality? 

lb) If the prayers of the memorialists have been rejected, will the 
Government be pleased to state tin* grounds on which such orders haw 
been passed ? 

The Double Mi:. SAMMAN replied:— 

\a 1 it b -The memorial is still under the consideration of Govern- 
ment.” 

UNSTARRED QUESTION. 

The Dou ble MAULVI A. K. FAZ-UL-HAQ 

1. (a) An* tin* Government aware that tin* claims of Muhammadans 

are being overlooked in filling up vacancies to the posts of ministerial officers 
in the Civil Courts at Noakhali? 

(b) Is it a fact that the District Judge of Noakhali, when recently 
appointing copyists to posts in the grade of Rs. JO, overlooked the claims of 
Muhammadan paid probationers ? 

The following reply by the Hoifble Mu. GUMMING was laid on the 
table : — 

(a) “Government an* not prepared to accept the statement contained 
in the first paft of the Hon'ble Member s question. There was a vacancy 
recently in one of the ministerial posts of the Civil Courts at Noakhali and ft 
was filled up by the promotion of a Hindu clerk ; but the latter was several years 
senior to the Muhammadan candidates and better qualified for the post. 

( b ) The facts are that there were recently three vacancies which were 
filled up by the promotion of one Muhammadan and two Hindu copyists. 
These men were selected in preference to probationers because they were 8 
or more years senior to, and had better educational qualifications than any of, 
the latter. Two of them only accepted [>osts as copyists, on the assurance that 
they would not thereby forego their claim to permanent appointments, and 
the third was merely confirmed in a post in which he had alreadv acted for 
twelve months/* 
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[ Mr. Beat son Bell , ] 

LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No. 2. 


BENGAL BUDGET FOR 191516. 

The Honble Mu. Bkatson Be ll presented the Budget of the Govern- 
ment of Bengal for 1015-16. 

He said : — 

In accordance with our rules of procedure I beg to lay upon the table 
the Budget of this Government for 1015-16. 


BUDGET OF THE GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL, 1915-16. 


FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT. 


FINANCE. 


Dated Calcutta , the 26th March 1916. 


MEMORANDUM. 


In accordance with Buie 33 [D of the Bengal Legislative (Financial 
Statement) Rules, 1012, published with Notification No. 4482 F., dated 
the 10th December 1012, the Budget will 1m* presented to the Council 
oil the 27th March 1015. 

2. No change has been made in the figures as included in the 
Revised Financial Statement. An Appendix C has been added, as 
usual, to show the transactions of District Boards and the District 
Road Fund (Darjeeling), although this does not form part of the 
Provincial Budger proper. 

3. The Members in charge of the different departments would be 
much obliged if, in accordance with the practice in previous years. 
Hon bio Members will give as early intimation as possible of any 
points which they may desire to raise, in order that information may 
be collected regarding them. 


N. D. BEATSON BELL. 
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BUDGET OF THE GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL, 1915-16. 


PART I — General Review. 


(1) ACCOUNTS FOR 1913-14. 

When the revised estimate for 1613-14 was laid before the Council on the 
26th March 1U 14, the receipts of the' year were estimated at Its. 6. 16. 70,000 
and t ho charges at Rs. (5. 25,70, (MM), while tin* anticipated closing balance was 
Rs. 3,04,30,000. Tin* accounts of theyear, which have now been finally closed, 
show that the actual receipts amounted to Rs. 6,21,11.172 and the charges to 
Rs. 6,16,60,(530, while the closing balance was Rs. 3.18.11,112. The receipts 
were therefore better by Rs. 4,71,172. this improvement having « incurred ehieily 
under Stamps (Rs. 1.55,116', owing to larger duty on probate and letters of 
administration and to settlement proceedings ; Kxcise < Rs. 1,88.578 .attributed 
to the prosperous conditions of the \ ear ; Assessed Taxes (Rs 68,658', caused 
by the favourable trade* conditions of 1612-J3 which swelled tin* profits 
of tin* coal and- jute companies; Registration ( Rs. 46,114 . dm* to the 
favourable economic conditions of the year lending to a more rapid extension 
in tin* demand for registration ; Ports and Pilotage (Rs. 36,60 lb chietlv under 
Pih >tago fees, the revised estimate for which was under-estimated ; and 
Miscellaneous ( Rs. 60,760). partly cont ribut ed by larger lapse of unclaimed 
deposits than had been anticipated and partly by special recoveries on 
account of service* payments of previous years. The actual charges were 
less by Rs. 6.06.570. mainly under Kdueation (Rs. 3,67,185) and Medical 
( Rs. 16,511 ;, ehieily owing to non-utilization of the Imperial giants for educa- 
tion and sanitation, respectively, to the extent anticipated in January; 
Stationery and Printing \ Rs. 53.56 1). due to smaller consumption ol station- 
ery; Miscellaneous (Rs. 1,28,582b for smaller expenditure in gratuitous 
relief in llooded areas ; Civil Works m charge of Public Works department 
(Rs. 1,55,615), due to savings m the grants for original works, to the reduc- 
tion of stock and recovery of amounts advanced to contractors for manufac- 
ture of bricks ; and lastly under ( ’ivil Works in charge of the t'ivil department 
(Rs. 2, 55.737), owing to smaller grants to municipalities for expenditure 
on sanitation. 

(2) REVISED ESTIMATE, 1914-15. 

2. The revised estimate for 1614-15 as now passed, on tin* basis of the 
actuals of the first nine, and in some cases eleven, months of the current year, 
is compared below with tin* sanctioned estimate for the year : — 



Sanctioned 

Revised 

Better ( -f ) 


estimate. 

estimate. 

< > r 

worse ( - j. 


Jis. 

Rs. 

11k. 

Opening balance 

3.01. 30.000 

3,18.11.000 

+ 13,81,000 

Revenue receipts 
Transfers between Im- 

5.72.1 1.000 

5.51.17.000 

- 20,0-1,000 

perial and Provincial 

+57,81,000 

+ <*8.59.000 

+ 10.75,000 

Total receipts 

0,29,95.000 

0,20.00.000 

- 6,86,000 

G/a ud Total 

9,31,25.000 

9,38.17,000 

+3,92,000 

Total expenditure 

7,35.93.000 

6,56,86,000 

+79,07,000 

Closing balance 

1,98,32,000 

2,81.31,000 

+82,99,000 
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3. The increase under Transfers between Imperial and Provincial 
Revenues is due to the following additional assignments from Imperial 
Revenues : — 


Assignment for provincialization of salaries 
of Civil Veterinary Department 

Assignment for non-realization of small 
recovery claims of freights, etc., on stores 
from England in the otlice of the Agent 
for Government Consignments 

Additional assignment for Lieutenant- 
Colonel Sutherland’s deputation to sero- 
logical enquiry 

Assignment for purchase of copies of Indian 
Household Reference Chart and Indian 
Household Emergency Chart ... 

Further non-recurring grant for Dacca 
University 

Smaller assignment for cost of forms for 
Bihar and Orissa Government (Its. 2,15, MX) 
against Ks. 2,32.000) 

Smaller assignment for cost of forms for 
Assam Administration (Ks. 1)4,000 against 
its. 1,20,000) 

No recovery from Bihar Government in 
connection with fishery experiments 
against Ks. 1 1,000 originally proposed 

Transfer from Provincial to imperial 
Revenues for net gain for premises No. 9. 
Hare Street, made over to Provincial 
Government for management 

Assignment for grant to the Calcutta 
University for hostels 


Its. 

+29,000 

+6,000 

+10,000 

+2,000 
+ 1 ,00,000 

- 17,000 

- 35, (MX) 

- 11,000 


- 9,000 
+ 10,00,000 


+ 10,75.000 


I. The decrease of revenue is the net result of decreases under some 
heads and increase under others. The decreases aggregate Ks. 29,66,000 
and are chiefly under the following heads : — 

Land Revenue — ( Ks. 0,81,000), due to smaller collections owing to the 
slackness of jute trade and non-realization of the anticipated 
collect ions of suspensions uf 1913-1 L 

Stamps — (Its. 10,50,000). caused by dislocation of business and trade 
caused by tin* war. 

Excise — ( Ks. 3.00.000', attributed to the present crisis which has 
affected consumption. 

Forests — (Ks. 2,90,000;, caused by smaller sales of timber owing to 
difficulty experienced in financing the timber trade. 

Registration — (Ks. 2.50.0(H)). due to the decrease in the number of 
registrations. 

Courts of Law — (Ks. 33,000), due to smaller tines hi magisterial 
courts and smaller recoveries of court* fees realized in cash. 

Ports and Pilotage — (Ks. 1,91.000). due to dislocation of trade caused by 
the war. 

Education — ( Ks. 50.( 00), the budget was fixed rather high. 

Irrigation — Minor Works and Navigation in charge of the Public 
Works Department — (Ks. 43, 000 ). due to stoppage of jute traffic 
in the Calcutta and Eastern Canals and to the silting up of 
the Manikdah Entrance Channel and consequent blockage 
of traffic in the Madaripur Bliil route and to remission of 
water rates in the Eden Canal. 

The increase, on the other hand, amounts to Rs. 9,02,000, and is mainly 
under the following heads : — 

Assessed Taxes — (Rs* 4,00,000), attributed to the favourable trade 
conditions of 1913-14 which swelled the profits of some of 
. tlie coal and jute companies and many banks. 
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i Scientific and Miscellaneous Departments — (Rs. 2,l3,(XX)h caused by 
larger sale of quinine and to the credit here of sjths of the 
sale-proceeds of quinine treatments. 

Stationery aud Printing — tRs. 3t>,0<)0), due to the sale of waste- pa per 
and unserviceable materials from the Dacca Jail Press on its 
removal to Gaya. 

Miscellaneous — (Rs. 97,000), due chiefly to larger anticipated lapse of 

deposits. 

Civil Works in charge of the Public Works Department— Its. S5,000>, 
due to larger collections of rent on Government buildings and 
larger proceeds from sale of Government buildings. 

5. On the expenditure side the revised estimate shows a total decrease 
of Rs. 97,09,000, and is chiefly under the following heads : — 

Stamps — ; Us. 1,00,000). due to reduction in the price charged by con- 
tractors for the supply of stamp paper and also to smaller 
payment of discount for smaller sales. 

Excise — Us. 1,00.000;. due to savings in the lump grants for reorgani- 
- zntion of the department and for tin* construction of steam- 

launches. 

Forests — (Us. 15,000 >, due to lapse of the provision for new boilers 
for tin* steam-launches //(ttrk and He\ *)* (imj of tin* Sundar- 
bans Division, and savings in tin* grant for stores, communica- 
tions and improvements as well as under salaries. 

Registration — ; Us. 48.000), due to lapse of tin* provision for reorganiza- 
tion of establishment of District offices and revision of the 
cadre of District Sub-Registrars. 

Police — Rs. a.lN.IHMh, due to savings in the grant for non-recurring 
charges for Uiver Police and reorganization of t lie Eastern 
Bengal District Police. 

Ports and Pilotage — ( Us. 1 Jio.OOO >, due to smaller payments to pilots 
owing to the partial suspension of trade and to non-payment 
of Rs. 7oJKM) provided provisionally for tilt* purchase of a 
grab dredger at Chittagong. 

Education — ( Us. (i0,20.00<h, due to savings in the imperial grant* for 
hot h recti rri ng and non-recu rri ng ex pend it tire. 

Medical — i Us. 1 7,58,000), due to savings in the grant for sanitation and 
non-utilization of the grant for equipment of the School of 
Tropical Medicine, as well as the transfer of a portion of the 
grant for Sanitation and tin* School of Tropical Medicine to 
I he Public Works Department and other heads. 

Agriculture — (Its. 2.10,' 00), due to lapse of the lump provision for 
extra tieldiiirn-dcmonstrntors and apprentices, savings in 
the grants for serieultural experiments, experimental farms, 
seed stores, salaries of the Botanic Gardens, and in the lump 
non-recu rri ng grant for improvements. 

Stationery and Printing— (Us. 88.000). due to adjustment by reduction 
of expenditure of t he sale-proceeds of the machinery of the 
Dacca Jail Press taken over by the Bihar and Orissa Govern- 
ment for the Gaya Jail. 

Miscellaneous — ' Us. 6.55.000). dim to t he adjustment of grants made by 
His Excellency to the appropriate heads, to the reappropria- 
tions of the reserve provision to meet expenditure under other 
heads, to the* transfer of charges for grain allowance to the 
different departments by reappropriat ion from the lump 
provision under this head and savings in the grant for 
* gratuitous relief. 

On the* other hand, there was a total increase in expenditure of 
Rs. 18.62,000, the largest items of which are notes) be*!ow ; — 

Land Revenue— ( Us. 42.000). for larger expenditure under Salaries 
owing to the recall from leave of officers of the Indian Civil 
Service. 

General Administration— (Rs. 55.000), due to several officers having 
been placed on special duty in the Secretariat. 

Courts of Liiw— (Rs. 5,51,000). due to the same reason as under Land 
Revenue, to larger payments to pleaders for fees in connection 
with political cases, a r rear pay on account of the revision of 
the Subordinate Judicial Service, and to the debit of grain 
allowance charges by transfer from 52 — Miscellaneous. 
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Jails — <Rs. 3,< *2,000;. for increased expenditure under rations and 
larger purchase of raw materials for the preparation of 
manufactures. 

Superannuations — (Its. .53,000;, for larger grant for commutation of 
pensions. 

Irrigation — Minor Works and Navigation in charge of the Public 
Works Department — (Us. 2,73,000;, for grant for the purchase 
of a dredger. 

Civil Works in charge of the Civil Department — (Us. 5,02.000), chiefly 
for larger grants to local funds for works of sanitary improve- 
ments by transfer from Medical and larger provision for 
augmentation grants. 

Civil Works in charge of the Public Works Department — 
< Us. 2,41,000), due to additional grants for land acquisition in 
connection with the David Hare Training College at Bally- 
ganj and tin* Hethune College, Calcutta. 

6. The net result of these changes is that tin* closing balance of 1014-15, 
which was estimated at Ks. 1 ,03.32.000 in March last, is now estimated at 
Us. 2,31,31,000. The increase is chielly due to smaller expenditure under 
Police, Education, Medical and Agriculture, as mentioned above, and to the 
asHignemrnt of 10 lakhs for Calcutta l ni\ersity hostels. 

(3) BUDGET ESTIMATE, 1915-16. 

7. The opening balance of 1015-10 is t he closing balance of 1014-15, 
ami is therefore Ks. 2,81,31,000. 

8. The estimates lor the year, as approved by the (ioyernment of India, 

show receipts aggiegating Ks. 0,18,07,000, an expenditure of Ks. 0.5(3,20.000, 
and a closing balance of Ks. 2,11.00,(4)0. ( hit of the special grant of 50 laxhs 

for the Calcutta Improvement Trust, which has appeared in the accounts 
since 1003-04, 40 lakhs have already been paid to tin Trust, and the balance 
10 lakhs will he paid in 1015-10. Of the estimated closing balance, the 
following are earmarked for special cxpendituic : — 

Us. 

Minimum balance ... ... ... 20,00,(>00 

Balance of disc ret ionary grant ... .. 10,40.000 

Balance of the Imperial grant for Education ... 87,11.000 

Ditto ditto Police ... 8,50.1 KH) 

Ditto ditto Sanitation ... 40,-* 0,000 

Panchi Lunatic Asylum ... ... ... 25,00,000 

Amount earmarked for provincial equipments 

for the thn e years 1010-17 to 1018-10 ... 24,00,000 

Brant promised to Belgatchia Hospital ... 5,00,000 

Total ... 2,20,(i2,( )00 

The difference between Ks. 2,4 1 ,00,000 and Ks. 2,20,02,000=20,47,000 
is the free balance available for new expenditure in tin* near future. 

0. The total estimated charges for 1015-10 amount to Ks. 6,58,20,000, 
which is in excess of tin* income by 'Ks. 1 0, 22,0(10, owing mainly to the 


following provisions : — 

Us. 

Brant to the Calcutta Improvement Trust ... 10,00,000 

Non-recurring expenditure of the Education De- 
partment from Imperial grants ... ... 18.0U.000 

Non-recurring expenditure of the Police Depart- 
ment from Imperial grants ... ... 4,00,000 

Balance of the Imperial grant for the Agricultural 

Department ... ... ... ... 20,000 

Balance of the Imperial grant for Medical relief... 20,000 
Equipment for the School of Tropical Medicine 50,(00 
Additional grant for the management of Govern- 

ment estates ... ... ... *50,000 

Grant for gratuitous relief... ... ... 50,000 

* Lump grant for Civil Works in charge of the 

Public Works Department ... ... 4,88,000 
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10 . In the exceptional circumstances ol the present year it has been 
found impossible to provide for the regrant of all the unexpended balances of 
the Imperial grants for Education. Sanitation, Police and discretionary grants. 
Under the orders of the Government of India, the budget had been prej a red 
on the basis that the Provincial receipts cover all tin- charges and that the 
Provincial balances are not available for expenditure in 1915-16. t'onse- 
quontly, only the recurring grants for Education and Sanitation could be 
provided, but subsequently the Government of India have allowed a deficit 
of Rs. 40,22,000. including the special non-recurring grant of ten lakhs, 
to the Calcutta University for hostels recently sanctioned and provision has 
been made for the non-recurring charges mentioned in the paragraph above. 

11. A schedule is attached showing the new schemes, costing indivi- 
dually more than Rs. 5,000 in any one year, which have been included in the 
budget The non-recurring charges on account of these schemes amount to 
Rs. 17.820. and the recurring charges to 11s. 2.99.950. Besides these, the 
budget includes the following new schemes of a more or less petty nature 


(a) Non-kecukkinc. charges. 


Lrntd Revenue — 

Purchase of a 
of Hajshahi 
Opening of C 
Chittagong 


for six months 


K.rrise — 


Calcutta office 
Purchase of typewi 
Darjeeling office 


;* Collector 

Its. 

Us. 

>ads in the 

2.5(H) 


or revising 
cut Manual 

21.751 



4,032 

28.289 

for the 

r for the 

500 



450 


ensures for 

|>S 

3.0)0 

i r r. i k 


4.550 


Forest — 

A playground for the Kurseong Forest 
School 


Const met Ton <>f a 

rest-house 

Hainan 


Construction of a 

rest-house 

Shisliomukh i n t he 

■ Chittagong 

Tracts 

... 


(ret i era i Admin ist ra tion — 

TiMiijiGrurv establishment in the 
Bengali Translators office 
Purchase of typewriter for the 
Bengal Librarian -*• •• 

Purchase of typewriters for the offices 
of the Divisional Commissioners ... 


l.ooo 

2.0UU 


2.0(H) 


L2(M) 
I ()0 
1 S >85 


Courts of Law — 

Preservation of memorial portraits. 
High Court ... ••• . ■" 

Temporary establishment for i ublic 
Piosecutor, Calcutta ... 

Purchase of typewriter for I resi- 
dency Magistrate s Court 


2,000 

1.128 

400 


5,000 


2,685 


3,528 
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Jails — 


Pay of travelling auditor and his peon 
and travelling allowance 
Purchase of a typewriter for 
Inspector-GeneraTs Tour office 
Purchase of blankets for undertrial 
prisoners 


Police — 

Purchase of a typewriter for the Crimi- 
nal Investigation Department 
Provision for replacing four unservice- 
able typewriters for District Offices 
Supply of first kit, etc., for the re- 
constitution of towii police, itampur- 
Boalia 


Medical— 

Temporary establishment for the 
Cholera Ward of Campbell Hospital 
Purchase of an epidiascope 


Pfflitical — 

Provision for settling the boundary 
along the Meehi 


Agriculture — 

Temporary establishment for jute 
forecast work and their travelling 
allowances 


Rs. Rs. 

2,896 
400 
4,241 

7,53/ 


368 

1,500 

488 

2,356 


836 
1 ,500 

2,336 


1 ,000 


4,300 


Scientific and Miscellaneous Departments — 

Provision for Secretariat Clerkship 
examination ... 


800 


Civil M 'arks in charge of Civil Officers — 

Purchase of two new ferry boats for 
Memorising!] Kadar amf one for 
.Jamalpore 

Repairs of ferry ghats, Ranaghat, 

Basirlmt and Badu ria 
Purchase of a new iron ferry boat for 
Catiri ghat 

Repairs of three cattle boats in 

Midnapore 


2.001 

1,225 

1,800 

800 

5,829 


</>) Recuhrino charges. 


l^and Revenue — 

Local allowance to the establishment 
of Chittagong Hill Tracts ... 2,500 

Revision of elephant establishment 
of the Deputy Commissioner of 
Jalpaiguri ... ... ... 480 

Local allowance of the Personal Assist- 
ant to the Director of Land Records 1,200 


4,180 



1915*1 Bengal Budget for 2WSJ5, 

General Administration — 

Increase of pay of the Audi tor for the 


Calcutta Improvement Trust ... t* 0 <> 

Revision of establishment of Private 

Secretary to Governor ... ... 1.7m 

Revision of establishment of Military 

Secretary to Governor ... .T. 2.27G 

Daily allowance of the Indian Aide-de- 

Camp ... ... ... 750 

Increase of salary of the Cliief 

Secretary to Government ... f,800 

Increase of establishment for the 

Commerce Branch of the Secretariat 3.000 

Lump provision for revision of the 
establishment of the Board of 
Revenue ... ... ... 2,500 

Revision of elephant establishment of 
the Commissioner of the Rajshahi 
Division ... ... ... G72 


Courts of Law — 

One shorthand- writer for High Court ... 1,800 

Pay of Additional Public Prosecutor, 

Hooghlv ... ... ... GOO 

Additional grant for contingencies of 
Jombagan and Kyd Street Police 
Courts ... ... ... 3.000 

Provision for rewards for Arms Act 

cases ... ... ... G,3G0 

Provision for rewards for arrest of 

armed and unarmed dacoits ... 2,000 


Jails — 

Pay of Deputy Superintendent, Dacca 

Central Jail ... ... ... 3,000 

Pay of Mechanic Mistri, Dacca Central 
.Tail ... ... ... 720 

Pay of Electric Mistri and Blacksmith, 

Dacca Central Jail ... ... 780 

Grant of Terai allowance to the warders 

of the Darjeeling d ist riel ... 1,080 


Police — 

Allowance to steno-lypist of tin* office 
of I lie Commissioner of Police, 


Calcutta ... ... ... 480 

Pay of two driver mechanics for the 

motor prison van ... ... 1,420 

Staff for the new Police Hospital, 

Chinsura ... ... ... 2,2GO 

Feed and keep of four buffaloes at Sard a 480 

Cash guard for Eastern Bengal State 

Railway, Sealdah ... ... 3,000 

Reconstitution of the town police, 

Rampur-Boalia ... ... 1.911 

Staff for S.im-Serajganj Railway ... 1,01 1 

Pay of lascars for 1 floating quarters 

for Inspectors of River Police ... 1,440 

Additional grant for Country Stationery 5,000 
Appointment of a jamadar mahout for the 

Deputy Commissioner of Jalpaiguri ... GOO 

Allowance to Military Assistant Surgeon 
and Civil Assistant Surgeon of the 
Police Training College lor teaching 
Medical Jurisprudence and First Aid 720 


Rs. 


1G.302 


13,7GO 


5,580 


211 
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Police — concl uded . 

Kent of telephone connection between 
Barraokpore Police exchange and 
poiicc-Htiitions at Nailiati. Jagatdal. 
etc. ... 

Subsidy to the Military Police band 


Ports and Pilotage — 

Allowance to surveyors for carrying out 
periodical examination of Government 
vessels in Calcutta 

Allowance to surveyors for carrying out 
periodical examination of Government 
vessels at Chittagong 


Education — 

Conveyance allowance of Director of 
Public Instruction 

Appointment of J impeding Maul vis 

Appointment of female attendants for 
Inspectresses ... 

Appointment of shorthand typist for 
the Presidency College ... 

Larger giant for teaching music in 
Dow H ill School 

Kent for ".Jims lodge " occupied by the 
Master of Cookery Class, Dow i I i ] I 
School 

Cost of Cookery (’lass. Dow Hill School 
Medical — 

Provision for revision of establish- 
ment of General Hospital 

Appointment of an additional Kesident 
Sub-Assistant Surgeen. Campbell 
Hospital 

Appointment of Pathologist, House 
Medical Ollieer and Amesthetist of 
Sambhunath Pandit Hospital 

Puthologieul laboratory and other ex- 
penses of Sambhunath Pandit Hos- 
pital 

Ltdy Superintendent of Swarnamovoe 
Hostel 

Provision for revision of establishment 
of the Medical College 


Political — 

Additional clerk for the Political 
Agent 


Ks. Ks. 


1.280 

2.100 

22,005 


2 , 1 W 

720 

2 880 


1.200 

1,81S 

3,010 

000 

1,018 


1,200 

1,080 

10.010 


1.000 

780 

3,000 

1.7oo 

1,800 

2,052 

10.382 


480 


Agriculture — 

Appointment of a District Agricultural 
Officer ... ... ... 1,200 

Appointment of additional agricultural 

supervisors ... ... ... 4,800 

Appointment of three additional 

laboratory assistants ... ... 4,500 

Appointment of five clerks for agricul- 
tural supervisors ... ... 1.800 

Establishment for the second Deputy 
Director of Agriculture ... ... 1.284 
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Agriculture — concluded. 

Additional clerk for the Rungpur Dairy 
Farm 

Additional establishment for Seed Stores 
Additional establishment for Scricul- 
tural Nurseries 

Grant for Co-operative Journal 


Ks. H«. 


3ti0 

(KH> 

4.000 
l ,200 

10,741 


Station pry and Printing — 

Personal allowance of the Manager. 

Darjeeling Branch Press ... ... <>00 

Mi sc e Item eo u s — ' 

Grant to the Lady Minfo Nursing 

Assnciat inn. Chit tagotig ... ... ... 1,500 

12. Appendix ('shows tie* t ransact ions of District Hoards and District 
Road Fund, Darjeeling 1 . This statement does not form anv part of the 
Provincial Budget, which is annexed thereto for convenience of reference. 


PART II.— Detailed remarks on the Budget for 1915-16. 

IiKC FM*Ts. 

13. Loud Itccmuc . — Flic total colleetinns in 1013-1 1 amounted to 
Hs. 2,80.28,537. and the estimate lor 1015-10 ns passed hy the 
Government of India is Ks. 2.01,40,000 against Hs. 2,8 1,80,000, the revised 
estimate for 1 Si 1 4-1 5. The estimate includes Hs. 1 7,S)2,000 for recoveries of 
Survey and Settlement charges against Hs. 15,58,000, the revised estimate 
for P> 1 4-1 5. 

The estimated Pr *viucial share of Land Revenue is calculated as 
follows : — 



Estimate, 

11114-15. 

Revised 
est itnate. 

Ptl 1-15. 

Estimate, 
1015-1 (L 


Us. 

Rs. 

Us. 

Gross Land He venue 

(il.ooo 

2,8 1 ,80,000 

2,111,411,000 

Deduct — Est i mated colled ions 
from Government Estates 
( wholly Provi ncial j 


40.50J tOO 

41.37,000 

Deduct — Recoveries of cost of 
maintenance 1 - of boundary 
pillars i wholly Provi ncia 1 > 

2.0< to 

2.000 


Deduct — Recoveries of Survey 
and Settlement charges 

( wholly Imperial) 

20,2 IJKtO 

J :»/,«.( H 10 

1 7,92.000 

Total Deduction 

(>7,20,000 

5(1.10,.' >00 

<;2.29.0IXJ 

Net amount divisible between 
Imperial and Provincial 

revenues 

* 

2.2!>.HK,(X>0 

2,2X.7o,(HX) 

2,20, 20, (XX) 

Provincial share, one-half ... 


1.14,35,000 

1,1 1,00,000 

Add — Collections from Gov- 
ernment Estates < wholly 
Provincial) 


40.50,000 

44,87,000 

Add — Recoveries of cost of 
maintenance of boundary 
pillars (vjholly Provincial; 

2.000 

2, (XX) 


Total Provincial receipts 

l.f>l,71,UU0 

1/>4,H 7,000 

1,58,97,000 



14. Stamps. — The revenue from Stamps for 1914-15 was estimated at 
Rh. 2,23. 00,000. Tim actuals in 1913-14 amounted to Rs. 2,19,10,231, and 
the collections in the first eleven months of 1914-15 show a decrease of 
Its. 14,54,000 as compared with the actuals of the corresponding period of 
the preceding year. 77ie receipts under this head show improvement up 
to the end of July 1911, hilt steadily declined from August, owing to disloca- 
tion of business and trade caused by the 1 war. Some decrease is also antici- 
pated in the last month and the revised estimate for 1914-15 lias boen 
passed for Us. 2,02, 00,000. It is anticipated that the decrease will not 
continue in 1915-lb, but there might be a small increase of one lakh and the 
budget for that year has been placed at Us. 2.05,00,000. The Provincial 
share is one-half and amounts to Us. 1,01,00.000 for 1911-15 and 
Us. 1,01,50,000 for J915-lb. 

15. Excise. — The budget estimate of the total revenue under this head for 
1914-15 was placed by the ( iovernment of India at Us 1,58,00,000. The 
actuals of J915-1 I amounted to Us. 1.55.88.578. and those of the first ten 
months of 1914-15 show a small increase of Us. J ,82.000 only over the actuals, of 
the corresponding period of the preceding year. The present crisis has affected 
consumption in the chief jute-growing districts and the revised estimate for 
1914-15 lias been passed for Us. 1,55.00.000; and allowing for a progressive 
increase of 5 lakhs, the estimate for 1915-lb lias been placed at Us. 1.60,00,000. 

The treasury price of opium will be raised to Us. 40 per seer from 1st 

April 1915, and the duty on ganja will be raised from Us. 15 to Us. 20. On 
the other hand, owing to the rise in price of opium and to the war. a large 
decrease in consumption is anticipated. The receipts under this head are 
wholly Provincial. 

lb. Provincial Pates . — The collections from the Public Works ('ess are 
now being surrendered to District Hoards. Under Oeneral Rates for the 
management of Private Instates, the estimate of receipts fur 1915-Jb is 

Us. 1,10.000, which is the same as the revised estimate for 1911-15. The 

actuals of 1915-14. which included collections of arrears. were Us. 1.51.5 10. 

17. Assessed 'Taxes. — The budget estimate ol receipts from Income- 

tax for 1914-15 was Us. bl,00. 000. The actual collections in 1915-14 
amounted to Us. 66.57,916 and collections in the first. ele\en months of tin* 
year 1914-15 show an increase of Us. 4,26,000 over those of the corresponding 
period of last. year. The increase is attributed to the favourable trade con- 
ditions of 1915-14, w h > e 1 1 swelled the profits of some of tin* coal and jute 
companies and many ol the banks. 'The revised estimate for 191 1-15 has been 
passed for Us. 69,00,000. Owing to tin 1 war in Kurope tin* conditions 
of trade are now unfa\ curable, and the profits of bankers and indus- 
trial concerns will be great l\ ailed ed during 19 1 4-1 5. As the assessment 
for 1915-16 will be based on the profits <4 1914-15, the estimate 

for that year lias been placed at a reduced sum of Us. 61 .00,000. The 
Provincial share is one-half and amounts to Us. 5 1,50,000 and Us. 50,50.000 
respectively. 

18. Forests. — The total receipts under this head f r 1914-15 were 
estimated at Us. 16.00,000 against Us, 16. 1 6.1 1 1 . t lie actuals of 1915-14. 
The collections m the first eleven months of 1914-15 show a decrease of 
Us. 2.69,000 as compared with those of the corresponding period of last year. 
The sales of timber have declined owing to tie* ddlieulty experienced in 
financing the timber trade and to a diminution of tin* purchasing power of 
jute cultivators who an* large customers for sdl , and the revised estimate for 
1914-15 lias been placed at Us. 15,10.000. Allowing for an increase of 
Us. 1,40.000 in 1915-16, the estimate has been passed for Us. 14.50,000. The 
Conservator anticipates a substantial increase in 1915-16. 

19. Registration. — 'Flu* budget estimate for 1914-15 was Us. 20.50.000 
against Us. 20,16,144, the actuals of 1913-14. The actual collections in the 
first nine months of the year 1914-15 amounted to Us. 12.69, 000 and for tl»e 
remaining three months of the year the recoil is have been taken at 
Ks. 5,31,000 and the revised estimate has l>eon placed at Us. 18,00,000. The 
revenue under this head underwent considerable fluctuations up to August 
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1914, and has since that month declined steadily owing totin' slackness of the 

jute trade. Allowing for an increase of one 
has been passed for Rs 19,00,000. 

lakh, the < 

•st imate for 1915-16 

20. Interest . — The estimate of loans prov 

ides for a 

return, in the wav 

of interest during 1915-1(5. of IN. .5,29.000 against 1N. 4.6 

2.000 in 1914-15 ns 

shown below : — 



• 

IN* vised 
est imate 
1911-15. 

Estimate, 

1915 1(5. 


Us. 

Rs. 

Interest on advances lA cultivators. 



etc*. 

55.000 

50,000 

Interest on advances to (Jo-operative 



Cred it Societies ... v . .. 

Interest on drainage and embank- 

3,000 

2,000 

ment advances 

9,000 

1 1,000 

Interest on loans to landholders 

1.59.000 

1,(50.000 

to Municipalities 



and District Hoards, etc. 

2,09,000 

2.90,000 

Miscellaneous 

27,000 

13.000 

Total 

U52,0( )0 

5.29,000 


The decr< rise tinder Miscellaneous is due to the payment of the interest 
on arrears of the Public W orks ( Vss to the hist riel hoards. 

21. Late and Justice — Pnurlsgt IjUW. — The actuals in 191. 'Ml amounted 
to Rs. S.42.S 1 1 . while tin* receipts in the first nine months *f 1‘iJ M5 show an 
increase of Rs. 9.000 over those of the corresponding period of last year. The 
revised estimate for 191 1-15 has been placed at Rs. 8.(52.000, and the 
estimate for 1915-16 has been passed for Rs. 9,1. “>,000. The increase is 
chiefly under fees, lines and forfeitures. 

22. Jails. — The actuals in 191. *5-1 I amounted to Rs. <5,71,917, but. the 
receij ts in t lie first eight months oj the year 191 1-15 show an increase of 
Us. f>2, 000 aw compared with those of t lx* corresponding period of last year, 
and tin* revised estimate for 191 1-15 has been placed at Rs 7, .‘51, 000, It has 
been decided that two-fifths of the receipts from the sale of quinine packets 
should be taken under this head instead of one-fifth as before. The sale- 
proceeds of quinine treatment, which were credited to the head Medical, 
are also from 1*914-15 credited to this head and to the ( 'inehona Department 
in the proportion of 2 : 3. The estimate for 1 9 1 5- 1 (5 has been passed for 
Rs. 7,00,000. 

23. Police. — The budget estimate f <»r 191 1-1 5 was Rs. 1.77.000 tigainst 
Rs. 1.5(5.68 1. the actual* of 1913-1 1. The receipts in the first nine months 
of 191 4-1 7> show an incre ise of IN. 25,000 ov««r those of the corresponding 
period of last vear on account of larger receipts from the Motor (’vole Act. 
and the revised estimate for 191 1-15 has been placed at Rs. 1.87,000. The 
estimate for 1915-16 is IN. 1.80.000. 

24. Ports and Pilotage. — Tin* actuals in 1913-11 amounted to 
Rs. lfi, 76,(504. while tin* brnlg-t estimate for 191 1-15 uas originally passer I b>r 
Rs. 17.16,000. The actual collections in tin* first nine months amounted to 
Hs. 11.06.87)7 and for the la^t three months of the year the receipts have been 
taken at IN. 4. IS. 143, and the revised estimate has been placed at 
Rs. 15,25,04)0. The decrease is under Pilotage receipts and is due to the 
reduction in the number of vessels entering and leaving* the Calcutta port 
in consequence of the dislocation of trade caused by the war. Tin* estimate 
far 1915-16 1 has Is cn passed for Rs. 16,20.000 and provides for a receipt 
of Rs. 72,000 for the hire by the Government of India of the steamer Guide 

. for station duty at Port Rlair against Rs. 30,000 provided for in the revised 
estimate on the same account. 
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25. Education. — The actual* in ] 1)15-14 amounted to Rs. 8,1C ? 953, and 
the budget estimate for J 914-15 was Rs. 8, 62. 000. This has been reduced 
to Rs. 8.12,000 in the revised estimate with reference to the actuals of the first 
nine months of the current jmar, which amounted to Rs. 5.68,321, against 
Rs. 5,65,585 obtained in the corresponding period of last year. The estimate^ 
for 1915-16 has been passed for Its. 8.86,000, and includes Rs. 24,000 from 
foes of the residential school for Indian boys at Hastings House. Calcutta, 
and Rs. 16.000 on account of fees and fines from Madnfssas, which were 
hitherto credited to the Mohsin Fund. 

26. Medical. — The budget estimate for 1914-15 was Rs. 3,97,000 and 
included Rs. 50,000 under Medicines sold b}’ Civil Surgeons. This included 
the sale-proceeds oi quinine treatments prepared by the Juvenile flail and sold 
through the agency of Civjl Surgeons, which are now readjusted by credit to 
the .lails and Cinchona Departments in the proportion of 2 : 3, with effect 
from 1914-15. Against this decrease, there was an increase under Hospital 
receipts and College fees, and the revised estimate has been placed at 
Rs. 3.75,000. The budget for 3 915-16 has been passed for Rs. 3,80,000, and 
includes larger receipts from college and school fees. 

27. Agriculture. — Under the orders of I lie Government of India the head 
Seicntiiie and other Minor Departments has now been divided into two heads 
— (A) Agriculture, which includes the items. Veterinary and Stallion receipts ; 
Agriculture', Botanical and other gardens, and receipts on account of public 
exhibitions and lairs, while the other items have been classified under (B) 
Scientific and Miscellaneous Departments. The budget estimate for 1914-15 
under Agriculture was Rs. 85,000, but this has been reduced to 
Rs. 78,000 in the revised estimate, the actuals of 1913-14 having been 
Rs. 78.756. The estimate for 191 5-1 (> has been passed for Rs. 82,000 and 
includes larger receipts from the Veterinary Department. 

28. Scientific and Miscellaneous Departments. — The budget estimate for 
1911-15 was Rs. J ,87,000 against Rs. 1,98.925, the actuals of 1913-14. The 
actuals in the first eight months of 1914-15 amounted to Rs. 4.10,000 (of 
which Rs. 3,73,000 represented the sale-proceeds of cinchona and its produets 
against Rs. 1,50,000, the estimate for the whole year . This special increase 
is due to tin 1 * credit of three-fifths of the sale-proceeds of quinine treatments 
sold through the agency of Cavil Surgeons and to the large sale of quinine 
sulphate, of which a large stock was laid in, in 1912-13. Tim increase is also 
partly due to the credit of fees for registration of Joint Stock Companies, 
which were hitherto credited to the head Registration. The revised estimate 
for 1914-15 has been placed at Rs. 4,30,000, but as such large receipts may 
not continue in 1915-16, the estimate under this head has been passed for 
Rs. 3,53,000, providing for Rs. 3,00,000 as receipts from cinchona, against 
Rs. 3,71,000 anticipated in 1914-15. 

2!R Iieceijds in aid of SujTernnnuaiion. — The budget estimate for 
1914-15 was Rs. 39,000, but in the revised estimate* this lias been raised to 
Rs. 42,006 in view of the actual collections in the first nine months of the 
year, showing an increase of Rs. 3,500. The estimate for 1915-16 has 
however been passed for Rs. 40, 0(H). 

30. St a turnery and Printing — The estimate for 1914-15 was Rs. 1,20.000 
against Rs. 1,37,862. the actuals of 1913-14, but in the revised estimate this 
has been raised to Rs. 1,56 000 in view of the actual collection^ in the first 
nine months of the year. The increase is attributed to the sale of waste- 
paper and unserviceable materials from the Dacca Jail Press on its removal 
to Gaya. The estimate for 1915-16 has been placed at Rs. 1,32,000. 

31. Miscellaneous. — The receipts for 1914-15 were estimated at 
Us. 5.92,000 against Rs. 7,68,760, the actuals of 1913-14, which inc ! uded 
Rs. 6.01,162 from unclaimed del osits. The budget estimate underbids sub- 
head was Rs. 4.80.000. but in the revised estimate it has been raised to 
Rs. 5, 55, 0(H), and the total receipt? to Rs. 6,89,000. The estimate for 1915-16 
has been placed at Rs. 6,90,000 and includes Rs. 5.80,000 for unclaimed 
deposits. 
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32. Irrigation . Major 11 orks ^ Direct Receipts.) — The budget (estimate 
for 1914-15 was Rs. 2,67,000 against Rs. 2.46,579, the actuals of 1913-14. The 
actual collections in the first ten months of 1914-15 show a decrease 
of Rs. 24,000 and the revised estimate has been placed at Rs. 2.40.0(H). 
The decrease is due to restricted traffic on account of the silted condition of 
the Hijili Tidal Canal and smaller export of rice through the Midnapore 
Canal. The revised estimate has been repeated for tin* budget for 1915-16. 
The Provincial share is one-half and amounts to Rs. 1 ,20.000 for hot h t he 
years. 

33. Irrigation. Minor Works and Navigation in charge of the I'uhlic 
lUor/bf Department. — The budget estimate for 1914-15 was Rs. <>.10,000 against 
Rs. 5,65,040. the actuals of 1913-11. The actual collections in the first nine 
months of 1914-15 show a decrease of Rs. 27.000 and the revised estimate for 
the year lias boon placed at Rs. 5,24, 000, The decrease is ch icily duo to 
stoppage of jute traffic in the Calcutta and Kastern < 'anals and Madaripur 
Bhil route, as well as smaller receipts from tollage on steamers in the latter, 
also for smaller collections from water-rate in the Kden ('anal. The 
Magra Hat Drainage is now complete and increased receipts are expected 
from this canal, and the estimate for 1915-16 lias been placed at Rs. 5,70.000. 
The Provincial share is one-half and amounts to Rs. 2, 62,000 in 1914-15 and 
to Rs. 2.85.000 in 1915-16. 

34. Civil Works in charge oj the Public IFor/w Department. — The budget 
estimate for 1914-15 was Rs. 3,85.000 against Rs. 1 .3 1,258. the actuals of 
1913-14. The actuals of the first nine months of 1 91 4-1 5 show an increase 
of Rs. 35.000 and the revised estimate has been passed for Rs. 4.70,000. The 
increase is due to the growth of receipts from rent of Government buildings 
and larger sale-proceeds of buildings. The estimate for 110 5-16 has been 
placed at Rs. 1.25.000. 

35. Transfer between Imperial and Provincial. — This is a new head 
opened under the orders of tin* < » overnineiit of India to show the net 
assignments to or from Provincial Revenues in place of tin* major head “ Land 
Revenue — Adjustments ” which was included under the major head of Land 
Revenue. The estimate includes the following transfers from Imj erial 
Revenues : — 


Rs. 


Contribution for Famine Relief Scheme 

Grant to the Calcutta Improvement Trust for 60 years 

Recurring assignment in connection with remission of 
appropriations from Public Works Cess 

Recurring grant for Sanitation 

Contribution to meet charges of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Sutherland's deputation for serological enquiry 

Grant of one-half of the salaries of Health Officers in 
municipalities 

Contribution to meet the cost of Deputy Sanitary Commis- 
sioners 

Recurring assignment for the Belgachia Veterinary College ... 

Recurring assignment for provincialisation of salaries of Civil 
Veteriifhry Department 

Contribution from Bihar and Orissa in connection with 
Fishery Department 

Recurring grant for Dacca University ... . . 

Non-recurring grant for Dacca University for five years from 
1914-15 

Recurring grant for popular education 

Recurring grant for aided English Secondary Schools 

Recurring grant to the Church Missionary Society College, 
Calcutta 


<> 0.000 
1.50 ,(*00 

2 4.93,000 

5.00. 000 

35.000 

39.00 ! 

19.000 

30.000 

29.000 

9.000 

45.000 

1 . 00 . 000 

9.25.000 

1.50.000 

6.000 
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Rs. 

Recurring grant for the extension of education among poorer 
classes of the domiciled community ... ... ... 40,000 

Recurring grant for the improvement of female education ... 30,000 

Recurring grant for the development of the work of the 
Calcutta University ... ... ... ... 65,000 

Recurring grant for education ... ... ... 13.20.0(H) 

Further recurring grant for education ... ... .. 1.50,000 

Assignment in connection with Scientific Research of 
J)r. J. C. Rose ... ... ... ... ... 9,000 

Assignment for the cost of forms etc., for the Assam 
Administration ... ... ... ... .. 1,05,000 

Assignment for grant to the Chittagong Port Fund for 5 yeais 

from 1913-1 1 ... ... ... ... * ... 75,000 

Recurring assignment for recovery claims of the office of t lie 
Agent, Government Consignments ... ... ... 11.(00 

Contribution for recovery of cost of transmission of records 

by revised procedure introduced by the Court Fees Act ... 0.090 

Recurring assignment for pensions of title-holders ... 3.000 

Recurring assignment for remission of certain recoveries from 

local bodies ... ... ... ... ... 26.000 

Recurring grant for the amalgamation of the clerical estab- 
lishment of the Art Section of the Indian Museum with the* 

Calcutta School of Art ... ... ... ... 1,000 

Assignment for Traffic Registration Office, Bhairab Bazar ... 1,000 

Contribution from Bihar ami Orissa Government towards 

pa\ of Klectric.il stall ... .. ... .. S.OOi) 


Total . . 01.10,000 


I he estimate also includes the following transfers from Provincial to 
Imperial Revenues : — 


Recurring fixed adjustment under the* terms ot tlieSettle- 
) ,ut ‘ nt ... ... 7.2N.OOO 

Recurring grant to Bihar and Orissa Government for grants 
to Colleges ... ... ... ... ... 21.000 

Recurring grant to Bihar and Orissa for law charges 

formerly paid by this Government ... ... 15.000 

Recurring adjustment for No. 9, Hare Street ... ... 9,000 


Total ... 7.75.000 


The net assignment from Imperial Reu nites is Rs. 01.10.000 — 7.73,000 
= Rs. 50.07.0(H). 


Kxi*kni>itckk. 

30. Be funds and Drawback's . — The total Provincial expenditure in 
1915-10 is estimated at Rs. 1,11,000, against Rs. 1,35,000, the Budget 
estimate for 1914-15, and Rs. 1.35,650, the actuals of 1913-14. The estimates 
under this head are based, as usual, on the average actuals of the previous 
three years, excluding special payments. The actuals of 1911-12 included a 
special payment of Rs. 0,000 under Land Revenue for an erroneous credit 
given in 1910-11 for cost of maps, and those of 1912-13 a special payment of 
< f < s 3>00 under Stamps. The revised estimate for 1914-15 has been 
placed at Rs. 1,64,000 and includes special payments of Rs. 12,000 for license 
fees under Kxeise in Darjeeling, and of Rs. 8,(KK) for refund of Income-tax to 
a Russian Trading Company. 
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37. Assignments and Compensations. — Tm> budget estimate for 191 -1-1 5 
was Ks. 43,000, but this lias been reduced to Us. 32.000 in the revised 
estimate owing to smaller payments of Malikana. The estimate for l»ti;»-l(i is 
Rs. 42.000 which provides for actual claims. 

38. Land Revenue. — Die total provincial expenditure for Hilo-16 is 

estimated at 11s. 36.66.000. aarainst lls. 35. 73.000. the revised, and 

Rs. 35.33.000. the Budget estimate for 1914-13 as shown below 


(1) Charges of District Ad- 
ministration 

luidfM't . 

Ks. 

27.< »l. n<hi 

K« vim'iI. 

Us. 

2S.(i(l.(KHI 

U t 

Rs. 

2S. IN. 000 

>2) 

Charges on account of 
I^arnl Revenue collec- 
tions 

1(1.11(1(1 

1 7.000 

2 l.l MM 

(3) 

Management of (iovern- 
ment Instates 

.’i.tiS.INM 

b.'iK.IKKI 

5.2N.OOO 

(4) 

Survey and Settlement... 

2. 13, OKU 

l.M.IHMI 

2.(MI.(MKI 

(5) 

Land Records 

U.IKMI 

.**!►.( MK> 

(ill. (KM> 


Total 

35.33,00 i 

3,'i.7.'i.( MM 

3ti.rai.lKK) 


The estimate under 1 provides for larger grant under salaiies of 
Magistrates, etc., as no leave will ordinarily be given to the Indian Civil 
Servico Officers during 1 tlie war, for tin- continued operation of the temporary 
time-scale rate of minimum jay recently ‘'auctioned for members of ihe 
service, for increased grant for travelling allowances of < Hiccrs, for diet and 
Travelling allowances to witnesses, and for remuneration to copyists. The 
increase in the revised is due to additional expenditure under Salaries owing 
to the recall of Indian (’ivil Service Officers from leave. The decrease in the 
revised estimate under is due to laps** oj provision for im| »p*\ einent s in 
( * < wernment estates. 

oh. Stamps , — I he est iina te for PM 1-15 was Rs. 7. hi?, 000, but in view 
of tlie decrease under receipts and consequent smaller payments of discount 
and the favourable terms for ihe supply of stamp paper, tin* revised estimate 
lias been reduced t o Ks. 5.5 J .000. The ( 'ontrollcr of Stumps and Stationery 
has reported that under the new agreement with the contractors for the 
supply of stamp paper, t he provision of some of the items ha ve been reduced 
bv 50 per cent., and that the cost of demv pa) er has also been mmdi reduced. 
Idle budget for 1915-16 lias been passed for Ks. 0.05,000 am) follows the 
anticipated increase under receipts. The charges of this department are 
divided equally between the Imperial and Provincial revenues and the 
Provincial share amounts to Ks. 2, 7b, 000 and Ks. 3.03.000, respeeti\ el \\ 

10. Excise. — The estimate for 1914-15 was Kk. X, 77. 000, but in the 
revised estimate this has been reduced to Ks. 7. 1 1 .000 as the grant lor the 
reorganization of the department will not It fully utilized, and out of the 
sum of Ks. 50,000 for the construction of launches, Ks. 20.000 only will 
probably be spent. The budget for 1915-16 is Ks. X. 02.000 and includes l£ 
lakhs for the reorganization of the department. Ks. 20.000 for the construction 
of boats and launches, and Ks. a. 000 for the construction of quarters. 

41. Provincial Pates. — The cost of collections of the cesses and the 
valuation and revaluation charges are debited in tin* first instance to the 
head “3 — Land Revenue — ('barges of District Administration, but ultimately 
recovered from District Hoards and the recoveries, including jHUision con- 
tributions, arc taken in reduction of expenditure under that head. 

42. Assessed Taxes. — The estimate for 11M 4-] 5 was Ks. 1. 31. 000. but in 
the revised estimate this has been raised to Ks. l f 54.000 owing to higher 
4*rade pay of the Deputy Collector and to the payment of leave allowances 
to Assessors in Calcutta. Tlie budget f**r 1915-16 is Ks. 1.52,000. The 
Provincial share is one-half and amounts to Ks. 77,000 and Ks. 76 t OOO t 
respectively. 
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43. Forest*. — The estimate for 1914-15 was Us. 7,27,000, but in the 
revised estimate tins has been reduced to Us. 6,84,000 with reference tc the 
actuals of the first nine months of the year. The decrease is due to the 
provision for new boilers of the launches Hawk and Helen Grey not having 
been utilized. The provision for the construction of certain roads also has 
not been utilized in full. The budget for 1915-16 amounts to Rs. 6,66,000 
and includes provision for the supply of new boilers referred to above and for 
the anticipated return of senior officers from leave. The decrease in 1915-16 
is due to exclusion of special expenditure on roads and buildings. 

44. Registration. — The estimate fur 1914-15 was Us. 11,99,000, but in 
the revised estimate this has been reduced to Rs. 11 ,51,000 owing to the 
non-utilization of the lump provision for revision of the cadre of District Sub- 
Registrars. and the establishment in District Offices, and to the transfer of 
the prevision for the new Registrar of Joint Stock Companies to ‘*2611 — 
Scientific and Miscellaneous Departments.” The estimate for 1915-16 is 
Rs. 11.26,000, and does not provide for revision of establishment. 

45. Interest on Ordinary Debt. — This is interest payable from the Provin- 
cial revenues to the Imperial revenues on tin* amount advanced by the 
latter to the Local (government for loans to cultivators, under the Agricul- 
turists 1 Loans and Land Improvements Loans Acts, for advances to 
( ’inoperative Societies, for advances on drainage and embankment schemes, 
for loans to notabilities and to municipalities and other public corporations 
(excluding Presidency ( Jorporat ions). 

16. General Ad ministration. — The estimate for 1914-15 was Rs. 26,56,000, 
but in the revised estimate this has been raised to Rs. 24, 08, 000. The 
increase is partly under stall’ and household of the Governor, owing to tie 1 
increased charges on account of establishment, travelling allowances and 
contingencies, for the separation of the offices of the Private Secretary to 
( io\ ernor and Military Secretary to Governor, and partly under Givil Secre- 
tarial, chiefly for the charges on account of officers on special duty on the 
recall of Indian Givil Service Officers from leave. The estimate for 1915-16 
is Its. 26,74,000 and generally follows the budget, for 1914-15 with additions 
under staff and household for the reasons given above, and under Givil 
Secretariat for increase of salary of the Ghief Secretary and increased 
establishment sanctioned for the Education and Commerce branches for 
increase of work. 

17. Law and Justice — Courts of Law. — The estimate for 1914-15 was 
Rs. 99,56,000. hin in the revised estimate this has been raised to 
Rs. 1,06,01,000 with reference to the actuals of the first nine months of the 
year. The increase is chiefly under Law Officers owing to larger payment of 
pleaders’ fees in connection with the several political cases and partly under 
Givil and Sessions Courts, owing to arrear payments on account of revision of 
the Subordinate Judicial Service sanctioned towards the close of 1916-14. and 
partlv under Criminal Courts owing to recall of Indian Civil Service Officers 
from leave as explained under “6 — Land Revenue.” The estimate for 1915-16 
is Rs. 1.01,24,000. It includes full provision for the sanctioned number of 
Hiirh Court Judges, Inspector of Judicial Offices, Registrar of Insolvency, and 
Additional Sub-Deputy Collectors for appointment as Circle Officers, larger 
provision for fees to pleaders in criminal and civil suits in the mufassab larger 
grants for rates and taxos and contingencies of the Presidency Magistrates’ 
Courts owing to the division of Courts in three places, and for the payment 
of rewards in Arms Act cases, and for the arrest of both armed and 
unarmed dacoits. 

48. Jails. — The estimate for 1914-15 was Rs. 20,76,000, but the actuals 
in 1916-14 amounted to Rs. 22,62,882, and the revised estimate for 1914-15 has 
been raised to Us. 23,78.000 with reference to the actuals of the first eight 
months of the year. The increase is chiefly due to larger dietary charges and 
a larger outlay on the purchase of raw materials. The estimate for 1915-16 
is Rs. 21,95,000. The decrease is due to small provision for dietary charges 
and purchase of raw materials as compared with the figures for the revised 
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49. Police . — The following table shows the figures under this head : — 


Heads. 

Actuals. 

1914-15. 

Estimate, 

1913-1 1. 

Budget. | 

Revised . 

1915-16. 


Rs. 

Rs. i 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Presidency Police 

1 5 . 95 . 0 s;. 

17.23.000 

17.0K.IKKI 

1 7. 15.(KK) 

Superintendence 

Criminal Investigation 

, 3, 15,607 

2.02.000 

1 

2,85.000 

2.31,1 KM) 

Department 

4.78,21 19 

4.95.000 

5. .56 .000 

5.31. (KM 

District Executive Force 

64.64.9K6 

’ KO.74.IKHl ! 

72,21. (KI0 

73.K7.0IH) 

Village Police 

St. (CM 

3o.ooo ; 

5.000 

K.o(K) 

Special 

2.52.7 IS 

2,12.000 1 

2.56.(HM 

3.01. (KK) 

Railway 

3.26.21 1 

3.19.0(H) 

3 .I 6.000 

3.25.1 KK) 

Cattle-pounds 

236 

250 

5(KI 

250 

Refunds 

3,976 

2.750 

2.5(H) 

3.750 

Lump deduction 

1 

— 2.50.000 



Total 

91,71 .os 1 

1 .0K.9K.IKKI 

1,03.80.(H)0 

1 ,05.35.000 

The revised estimate 

for 191 1-15 

has Ihvii Irani!' 

•d with refer 

etiee to the 


actuals of the first eight, months ol the year. The decrease ih chietly due to 
partial utilization of tin* lump provisions for additional police and reorganiza- 
tion of tin* subordinate police in the Eastern Bengal districts ami to savings 
in the allotment for river police. The estimate for 1915-16 is Rs. 1 ,0i *,35, 000 


and includes — 

Rs. 

Preside / eg Pol ice — 

Increased staff for registration of motor vehicles 8,580 

increased stall’ for Bara Irnzar Thana ... ... 11,420 

District Police — 

Revision of boat .establishment in Eastern Bengal 

districts ... ... ... ... 49,000 

Appointment of Second Personal Assistant of 

t he 1 nspoctor-Heneral of Police ... ... 20,000 

Reorganization of the Subonlinatc Police of 

Eastern Bengal districts ... ... 10,000 

Reorgan izat ion of t he River Police ... ... 40,222 

Non-recurring expenditure from Imperial grants 
for reorganization and River Police, viz., for 
launches and buildings, etc. ... ... 4,00,000 

Crew for the new launch for the Assistant 

Superintendent of Police, Munshiganj ... 4.000 

Stair for new Police Hospital. Chinsura ... 2,200 

Reconstitution of Town Police. Rampu r-Bnalia ... 2,399 

Increase of stall at Dhanbaid Railway Police ... 1,4 4 H 

Increased stair for division of East Indian 

Railway .Jurisdiction ... ... ... 0.018 

Armed Police*. Pabnn. Malda and Bogra ... 9.381 

Headquarters treasury guards ... ... 3.092 


50. Ports and Pilotage . — The estimate for 1914-Jo was its. 13,39,000, but 
in the revised this lias been reduced to Rs. 13.7 1.000, owing to smaller 
payments to the pilots due to the partial suspension of trade owing to the 
war and to the lapse of the provision of Rs. 73,000 for grant to the Chittagong 
Port Fund for a grab dredger which was not sanctioned. The estimate for 
1915-16 is Us. 14,76,000, and provision has been made for normal expendi- 
ture of the department with reference to requirements. It includes the 
Government grant of Rs. 1.50.000 to the Chittagong Port Fund. 

51. Education — The total Provincial expenditure in 1914-15 was esti- 
mated at Rs. 1,45,43,000, but in the revised estimate this has been reduced 

* to Rs. 85,23,000 with reference to the actual charges in the first ten 
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months of the year. The decrease* is chiefly due to savings iu the grants 
from imperial Revenues which weie not fully utilised. During the vear the 
Government of India sanctioned an additional non-recurring grant of one 
lakh for five years for the Dacca University and a non-recurring grant oi 
10 lakhs for the Calcutta University for hostels, which have not keen utilised. 
The budget grant for lhlo-lfl is Rs. 1 ,05.02,000, and is thus compared with 
tin* actuals of the past three years. 


Headk. 


ITriivcrait) 

Direction 

I llKJHTtloll 

( 'oINj. c* (irJK fill ... 

(iov< , rni!i' , !)t ( ’ult Proft-H- 

HKMllll 

(jo\ rrilllK’lil Si lioui*. (it n»Tlll ... 

I>uo>, Spciiu) ... 

(limits in uni 
Si’iiollllhlli|lh 
M 1H< 1 1 UlM'f HI H 

l{l J f HIM is 

Lump piovimon for nt.n recur- 
ring e\ penditurc 
Lump provision for IiohIcIh out 
mde (’.dentin and 1 )i»ira 
I jiin i ) > } > i ovihi'im for liowteN in 
Culcuilll 

Kxpcndit »uv f 1 1 mi t 1 m- non leeui 
nn^ iiHHi^nini nt oi 73 lukliH... 
Lump piuUHion foi improving 
popular education 
Lump provision for te^rnnt of 
of 1 HI 2 1 3 

Lump proviHion for necondnry 

ClIllCUl IOII 

Lump proviHion for female 

education (recurring) 
Expenditure of tlie recurring 
fimnl 

Flirt lift recuirinm ntnnt 
Omen I'niMThitx and liostein i 

(non re* urriiip. ) ... 

Paeon I’nnermiN nud hostels 

(leciu rin^) 

Calcutta Lnixer-otN for hostels 
(non reclining) ... 

Lump deduction ... ... , 

Total 



A f "I UAI.S. 


j 1014 

-15. 

1015-10. 

1 1M 1-12. 

1912 13 

1013-14. 

| Budget. 

lie vised. 

Budget. 

IN. 

(if,. 028 
If, 1 7,1 Hp 
H.<u,4xu 

8,1 7.1»7f 

1 IN. 

1 5,1.0.000 
j 1.78,080 
; 7,82.008 

8 fit 1,200 

IN 

, i,;ho(K) 

, 1,01 032 

7,83,208 
8,00.024 

IN. 

1.20,000 1 
10)7,000 
7.800K10 
8,00.000 

IN. 

1,20.000 

1 02,000 
0,03,000 
0.82 000 

IN. 

1.15.000 

1.58.000 
8,00.000 
0,12,000 

3.33, i l>h 

14.38,548 
3,; o «;-jo 
14,2X.OH4 

1 1M)4 P 
2,17,307 
•2,4 r>4 

4 ,00, 070 
10,81,320 

0 08 433 
17,24,004 
' 2.24,40) 

1,20,018 
| 1.007 

3 07,324 
: 22 81,41 1 

0 78.827 
20.00,030 
, 2.410.38 

(*. 42.200 
| 2,012 

3.72,000 

1 1 .73 000 
(>.88 000 

1 3, of, ,000 
2,440)00 
1.40 000 
2,000 , 

3,('>o,(ioo 
20,50.000 
f>,00 000 
27,53 000 
2,40 000 
3,25,000 
2,000 

3.54.000 

1 1,07,000 

(1,00,000 

1 3,o»; .ooo 

2.44.000 

1.44.000 
3,000 


! 

| 

f> 11.000 

... 

... 

... 

I 

... 

2,17,000 , 

... 




i 

8,70.000 


1 

>8.00,000 

i 


| 

1 

i 

30,00.()00 


1 

J 


j ... > 

; ! 

i i 

:) 

11,72,000 

-{ 

0,23.000 

... 

1 

... , 


1,28.000 


1.30,000 

— 

... 

... 

30,000 


30,000 

1 

i 

i 


23,20,000 

l,. f >0,0n() 

. .. 

13,20,000 

1,30,000 

i 

i 


3.00.0(10 


1,00,000 

; 

| 


43,000 


4 3,000 

, 


... 

— 3,00,000 


1 o,oo,ooo 

(*1,21,873 | 

73,7f., 820 i 

81,12.010 ! 

1.43,43 000 83.23,000 ! 

l 03,02,000 


I In* budget ioi 191«)-1(> includes the following items of expenditure : 

Assistant Professor for Philosoph v, Presidency 

, College ... ... * ... 4m) 

Short hand-typist . Presidency College ... ... Jf 00 

Higher pay for the Lady Principal, Bethune 
College ... ... ... ... 2.400 

remale attendants for In spec tress and Assistant 

Inspectress of Schools ... ... ... 3.040 

Remuneration of authors and publishers in con- 
nection with the preparation of Urdu Readers 
tor >rirl» ... ... ... ... $>.000 

Non-recurring grant for Dacca University recently 
sanctioned by the Government of India* .*. 1.00.000 

Non-recurring expenditure out of the Imperial 
r grants for past years (details not settled) ... 4.00,000 

Non-recurring expenditure out of the Imperial grants 
for past years in connection with the Calcutta 
University Institute and the Baker hostel ... 4.(»0,000 
Grant to the Calcutta University for Hostels ...10,00.000 
Cost of Cookery class, Dow Hill School ... ... 1,680 
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The Imperial grants are likely to he expended in 1914-15. thus : — 
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Budget 

Amount likely to be 
SPENT DURING 1914-15. 

Total prob- 

t 

grant. 

Under 

Education. 

Under * 45 — 
V. \v. 

(p W D.U* 

able 

expenditure. 

y'on - rec u rri ng. 

Ks. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Ks. 

Non-recurring expemli- 





ture 

Hostels outside Calcutta 

5,11.000 

11.000 

1,25.000 

i.:u.o(K) 

and Dacca ... 

2.1 7.000 

2<H.(MH) 

5.'{.(HHI 

Sl.(HH) 

Non-reeurri ng Imperial 





assignments 

.‘{0.00.0(H) 

4.4(;.(KM) 

K).(;7.(H)o 

15.i:t.0(HI 

Dacca Pni vers ity 

H.Oo.ooo 

1.0(H) 

KMHHI 

H.OtHI 

Hostels in Calcutta 

M, 70.000 

1,15.000 

1 ,2(i.000 

2,1 l.(HHI 

Recurring. 





Dacca University 

15,< too 




imperial assignment 

25.20.000 

1.47.000 

1.05.0(H) 

5.52.000 

Popular (‘ducat ion 

1 1.72.000 

7.K(;,(hh) 

1.50.000 

9 ..'{({.i mo 

Secondary Aided Verna- 





cular Schools 

J.2K.000 

1.2K.000 


1 ,2K.0(H> 

Female education 

.so.ooo 

10.0(0 

i 

! O.(MH) 

Recurring grunt 

1.50.0(H) 

GO.OOfl 


(ill, (HU) 

Total 

Hi). l.'t.OOO 

2o.H2.ot hi 

l(i,(! I.(HH) 

.'{(>. 9(i.(MH) 


52. Medical . — Tim estimate for J 914-1 5 was Rs. 1 7. ft 1 .000. but this lias 
I urn reduced to Rs. 50,25,000 in 1 1 i o revised estimate with reference to tin* 
actuals of the first nine months of the year. Tin decrease is eliielly due to 
savings in the grant for works of sanitan improvements and also to the 
transfer of a portion of tin* grant which was made to Municipalities and Dis- 
triet, Hoards to the head “ 15. — (’ml Works in charge* of (’ml officers ’ and a 
portion to “ 45. — Civil Works in charge of the Public Works Department.” 
The sum of Rs 50.0 0 given to the Provincial (iovernment by f lie Indian 
Research Fund for jungle-clearing was refunded to that body in 1914-15 as 
tin* amount could not be spent in the way suggested. Many of the Indian 
Medical .Service officers have reverted to the Military department, and this 
also caused some savings in expenditure. The budget for J 9 15-1 amounts 
to Rs. 50,15,000 and includes the following items : — 


Rs. 


Lump grant for expenditure on Works of sanitary 
i mprovements ( I mperial recurri ng grant ) 

Luifjp grant being the amount allowed in the 
Provincial settlement 

Lump grant for Medical Relief, being the unex- 
pended Imperial grant 

Lump grant for the School of Tropical Medicine. 

being the unexpended Imperial grant 
Lump grant for equipments of the school 
Luyip grant for the State* Medical Faculty 
Lump grant for the lien gal Council of Medical 
Registration 


5 00,000 


1.50,000 


20,000 

15.000 

50.000 

10.000 

10.000 
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The grants for Presidency Hospitals are shown below : — 



Halarien. 

Eatab- 

Jiahment. , 

Allow. 

aucett. 

Clothing 

and Diet, 

bedding. 

j Other 

I HUDplitlM. 

i 

Conti n- | 
guticiea. j 

Total. 

Medical Collect* Hos- 

It«. 

IiH. 

! 

1 

ItH. 

' v 

K«. 

Rs. 

Uh. J 

Rs. 

pital ... 

General lioHpital 
Campbell IIoHpitiil ... ] 
AHmt t Vidor Anylum 1 

50,910 

07,920 

14,520 

19,228 

10.090 

27,528 

200 

1 ,300 
11,000 

90.000 

77.000 

30.000 

1,11.000 

36.000 

18.000 

87.602 ! 

48,024 

33,952 

3.59.00 

2.41.00 

1.41.00 

for Leper** ... ; 

5,400 

3,570 

180 

17,000 

1,200 

7,014 

35.00 


• r >3. Political . — The <>nti»iatc for 1 !)]/»-](> is Its. 30.000 against Ks. 20,00 
the budget, estimate loi lill*l-U>. 1 In* increase is under ^Miscellaneous l'i 
lump provision for demarcation of boundaries as the question of the settleinei 
of the whole boundary along the Mecdii is under consideration. 

hi- Agriculture . — The beads “ Scientific and other Minor Departments 
lias now been divided under the orders of the tiovernnr nt of India into f,\v 
.Major heads “Agriculture ” and “Scientific and Miscellaneous Departments. 
Under the former head Veterinary, Agriculture, Botanic and other publi 
gardens, Bacteriology and Co-operative Societies are shown, while all th 
other minor heads arc now shown under “Scientific and Miscellaneou 
Departments.’’ The estimate under the former head for lb] 1-1 5 wa 
Us. 1 1, Sfi.OOO, but in the revised estimate this has been reduced to l!s. 0,70.00 
■with reference to the actuals of the first nine mont hs of the year. Th 
decrease is chiefly under expert stall owing to lapse of the provision for extr 
field men. under Sericulture owing to savings in the grant for experiments am 
large savings in the non-recurring grant for agricultural improvements 
The budget for lit 1 5- 10 is Us. 11,17,000 and includes the following iteun 
of expenditure : — 

^ . . - Ks. 

Lost of printing postcard forms for reporting cattle 

diseases ... ... ... ... 1>oou 

Lost of an officer under training in the Veterinary 

College ... ... ... (J.4S0 

Lost of a Veterinary Assistant to he in charge of 

Government elephants in Jalpniguri ... ... I.iOO 

C(»st of temporary establishment for Jute forecast 

Y ork . . . ••• ... ... 1.300 

One District Agricultural Officer ... ... 1.200 

Additional Supervisors ... ... ... 4 ,H 00 

Lost of three Laboratory Assistants ... 4,o00 

Clerks for Agricultural Supervisors ... . ... 1,800 

Additional Picldinen Demonstrators ... ... (j,000 

(\>st ol two Inspectors for the Co-operative Depart- 
ment ... ... ... ... 2 , 4(H) 

Lump provision for revision of establishment for the 

office of the Registrar. Co-operative Societies ... 6,476 

of). Scientific and Miscellaneous Departments . — The estimate for 3 014-1/! 
was Ks. «>,44,0( M), hut in the revised estimate this has been red need tr 
Ks. o.28, 000. 1 lit' decrease is chiefly owing to smaller expenditure in the 

factories and fisheries Departments and savings in the grants for Gazetteers 
as the work of revision has not yet been com] leted. The budget for 1915-16 
is Ks. 5,05,000 and includes provision for Assistant Registrar of Joint-Stock 
Companies, Ks. 3.6U) ; carp culture by Fishery Department, Ks. 2,000 ; experi- 
mental culture in SumiarLmns fisheries. Ks. 2,000 ; and fishery yarn, Ks. 2,000. 

56. Superannuation . — The charges under this head rise year after year 
o%ving to increase in the number of claims to pension. The estimate for 
1^-15 was Ks. 32, 31, 0(H), but in the revised this has been raised to 
Ks. 32,84,000 as the allotment for the commuted value of pensions has been 
Taised from Rs. 75,000 to Ks. 1,50,000. The estimate for 1915-16 is 
Rs. 34,29,000 and includes 2 lakhs for the commutation of pensions. 
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57. Stationery and 1 

Minting. — The 

f< illowing 

tabh 

1 shows 

the charges 

under this head : — 





Heads. 

Actuals, 

1913-14. 

Budget 
est imate. 

Revised 

estimate. 

Budget 

estimate. 


1911-15. 

‘ 1911-15. 



Ks. 

iis. 


Rs. 

Iis, 

Forms Department at the 
Presidency 

Stationery purchased in 

59.712 

71. DUO 


62. (»oo 


this country ... j 

25,965 

25 .(t00 


29.0t » 4 1 

28.000 

Government Presses ... 
Printing at private j 

6.3<v(K r > 

6.M4KJO 


o.oo.ot io 

6.91.1 >( >0 

presses ... ... i 

Stationery supplied from j 

2.505 

2.< H.O 


;>,(m to 

5,000 

Central Stores ... j 

7,58,232 

Kt 


6.t;o.< i h t 

(t.60aHH) 

Uefumls ... ... ! 

1 

2.907 

2.1 M t( 1 


2,oo< t 

2,000 

Total ... ; 

l i.so.um; 

1 l.l 1 ,000 

1 

>6,( M ti t 

15.87,000 

The est iinate for 1 914 

-ir> if, Hs. 1 1. l-l.ooo. Imi 

in 

the revi 

sed estimale 


this has been reduced to Us. 1 3.56.000, cliietly o\v mg t« » I in* adjustment by 
reduction of expenditure under the ticad Uuvmimrtit Press< s of Us. < *!» J M M > % 
j M . j j i (jr the sale-proceeds of machinery, etc., supplied b\ the Bn era Jail to the 
( Java d ail Press. The provision for overtime allowance to the dorks of the 
Forms Uranch was not required in 1911-15, and hence t ho doorcase under 
that minor head. That, branch has now been amalgamated with the Jail 
Press, and the charges are now included under < Jovernmont Presses. Idle 
estimate* for 1915-16 is Us. 13,87.000. No provision has beam made for the 
Paeea Jail Press which has been abolished, while Us. 6,000 has been included 
for the improvement of the < lonlidentual Section of 1 he Secretariat Press. 

;,S. Miscellaneous . — The estimate for 191 1-15 is IN. 10.81,000. hut in 
the revised this has been reduced to Us. -1.18,000. The reduction is due to 
the adjustment., under appropriate heads, of expenditure sanctioned by His 
Kxeellencv from tin* provision for petty grants, o{ charges lor gram compen- 
sation allowance and to the ^-appropriation of the reser\e j»ro\ ision of 
IN. l,ot), 000 in order to inert expenditure under other heads and tin* savings 
in the allotment of IN. 7*0,000 for gratuitous relief in the Hooded districts. 
Against these transfers and savings additional charges were incurred under 
Special (Commissions of Enquiry on account of the Port Development Nommiltoe 
an 1 Hist riot Administration Committee. Special grant s of Us. .>,000, IN. 5.000 
and Us. 2,500 Ifave been sanctioned for the construction of a b male \ngrnnt 
ward within the compound of the (government Alms House, for the extension 
of the Calcutta Orphanage and to the Salvation A nny respect ivrly. The 
l uidget for 1915-16 is Us. I0.lt>, 000. and includes tie- following items ; — 


IN. 

Allotment for pet ty grants by His Excellency ... 1 .00.000 

Ditto for payment of grain compensation 
allowance ... ... ... ... FOO.mo 

G rat nitons relief ... ... ... ... JO. 000 

General reserve for unforeseen requirements ... 1.50.000 

Guarantee charges for telegraph lines ... ... 10.0O0 


59. Irrigation Major Works Working expenses — I be act ual expendi- 
ture in 1913-14 amounted to Us. 2.97.789 and the estimate for 19M-15 was 
Rs. 2.96.000. but in the revised estimate this has been reduced to Us. 2.58JKK) 
with reference to the actuals for the first eight months of the year. 1 he 
decrease is chiefly under “Maintenance and Repairs of the Midnaporv Canal.” 
The estimate for* 1915-16 has been passed for Rs. 2.67.000. The Provincial 
share (one-h^lf) amounts to Rs. 1.29.000 and Rs. 1.33.000 respectively. 

60. Irrigation — Minor Works and Navigation in charge oj the Civil 
•Department .—The budget for 1911-15 was Rs. 8.000, hut jpwimr to the adjust- 
ment under Public Works Department of exf endit ure on bandalling the (Ranges 
near Rampore-Boalia by tranah r from this head the revised estimate has 
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been reduced to 11 b. 2,000. The budget for 1915-16 has been placed at the 
same amount, and the Provincial share for both the years 1914-15 anc 
1915-16 amount* to Rs. 1,000. 

61. Irrigation — Minor Works arid Navigation in charge of the Publit 
Works Department. — The estimate for 1914-15 was Rs. 22,38,000 against 
lis. 19,24,457, the actuals of 1913-14. During the year additional grants 
aggregating six lakhs was sanctioned for the purchase of dredging plant 
required for the maintenance and improvement of waterways, but Rs. 19,251 
lias been placed at the disposal of the District Board of Bakarganj as Govern- 
ment contribution for re-excavation of the Damoda channel by the District 
Board. The revised estimate now stands at Rs. 27,94,000. The estimate for 
1915-16 is Rs. 22,92,000, and includes the following items : — 

Rs. 

Construction of an escape in the first reach of the 

Mid impure canal ... ... ... 11.000 

Acquisition of land required for working the 
( I red ge r Foyers ... ... ... ... 50,000 

Second supply sluice and other works in con- 
nection with the Eden Canal ... ... 20,000 

Training works in t he river Ganges between Digha 
and Damukdia ... ... ... ... 35,000 

Training works in the Dhaleswari and Burigonga 

rivers... • ... ... ... ... 60,000 

Maintenance and repairs of the Mogra Hat drainage 40,000 

Flood damage repairs to embankments ... ... 1,00,000 

Works to mitigate the effects of the Damodar floods 35,(K)0 
Raisi ng t lie Damodar left embankment ... ... 70.000 

Concrete mattress protection at Diamond Harbour 70,000 

The Provincial share (one-half) amounts to Rs. 13,97.000 for 1914-15 
and Rs. 1 1,16,000 for 1915-16. 

62. Civil Works in charge of the Public Works Department. — The « * t i - 
mate for 1914-15 was Rs. 89,59.000, but in the* revised estimate thi* has- 
been raised to Rs. 92,00,000 for expenditure of the special grants for land 
acquisition in connection with the David Hare Training College at Ballygan 
and the Bethune College, Calcutta. The estimate for 1915-16 is Rs. 64.8S.OOO 
which is distributed thus : — 

1914-16. 1916- If. 



iiuihrt't . 

Koviwfl 

HudKitt 


lis. 

Its. 

lis. 

Original works ... 

55 , 59.000 

54.80,000 

28,88,000 

Repairs 

21.83.1XK) 

22,95.000 

22.00.000 

Establishment 

11.47.000 

12,40.000 

13.50.1100 

Tools and plants 

70,000 

89,000 

50,000 

Stock and suspense 


90,000 


Total 

89,59.000 

92XKUHH) 

04.88,000 


The grants for repairs, establishment and tools and plants have been 
fixed at the lowest sum possible, and large reductions had to be made in the 
grant for original works. As tin* whole of the available money is required for 
works in progress, there is no money to allot for new works. Rupees 3.00,000 
has been allowed to Heads of Departments for Minor Works grant against 
Rs. 4.25,000 for 1914-15, and the amount is distributed thus : — 

Rs. 


Education ... ... ... ... 56,000 

Medical ... ... ... 38.000 

Registration ... ... ... ... 12,000 

Police ... ... ... ... 38,000 

Calcutta Police .. ... ... ... 12,000 

Jails ... ... ... ... ... 30,000 

Excise ... ... ... ... 8,000 

Courts of Law .. ... ... ... 8.000 

Commissioners of Divisions ... ... 66,000 

Residences of Local Government ... ... 20,000 

Public Woifcs Reserve ... ... ... 18,000 


Total 


3,00,00o 



1915 .] 


Bengal Budget for 1915*16. 


227 


63. Gtvil II oris in charge of the Civil Department .— The estimate for 
1914-15^wa6 Ks. 20, i 7,000, but in the revised estimate this has been raised to 
Rs. 25,79,000, partly lor larger augmentation grants to District Hoards but 
chiefly for grants for water-works and sanitation for which provision was 
made under “ Medical. The estimate for 1915-16 amounts to Us. 22,09,000 
and includes the following : — 

Us. 


Grant to the Calcutta improvement Trust 
Special grants for feeder roads 
Augmentation grant 

Grant for the improvement of roads in Govern- 
ment estates 

Special grants at the disposal of the Divisional 
Commissioners 

Ditto ditto District Magistrates ... 

Lump provision for pay of sub-overseers in con- 
nection with rural water-supply 


11,50.000 

40.000 

7,30.500 

(19,559 

1 , 00,000 
5 2. (M>0 

5. (KM) 


No provision has been made under this head f or grants lor works of 
sanitary improvements which are now being provided for wholly in the Medical 
budget.. The following are the principal items sanctioned or earmarked for 
the works of sanitary improvements in the year 1914-15 : — 


Us. 

Bhadreswar drainage ... ... ... 1,000 

.Jessore District Board for improvement of rural 

water-supply ... ... .. ... 1,115 

Narainganj water-supply ... ... ... J .00.000 

Extension of Munshiganj water-works ... 7.200 

Experiments on t ’aleut ta sewage ... ... 17.275 

For sanitary improvement of tin* town of Chitta- 
gong. and for tin' pay of the Sanitary Engineer, 
Chittagong Municipality ... ... ... 20,000 

I mprovement of Berhampore water-works ... 40,000 

Uajliari drainage ... ... ... ... 2.639 

Baruipur drainage ... ... ... 1,950 

Hooghly-Chinsurah water-works ... ... 50,000 

K ushtia drainage ... ... ... 3,150 

Cost of employment of Sanitary Inspectors bv 

Municipalities... ... ... ... 2,700 

English Ba/.ar water-supply ... ... 40,(MM> 

Bakarganj water-supply ... ... ... 5,000 

Construction of a paced drain in North Barrack- 

pore~Munieipa]ity ... ... ... 4,(M>0 

Dacca Municipality for conservancy ... ... 7,500 

Utterpara water-supply ... ... ... 41.815 

To Panihati Municipality for constructing sub- 
sidiary drains in connection with the Bagjolla 
drainage scheme ... ... ... 7,24(1 

To North Dum-Dum Municipality for constructing 
subsidiary drains in connection with the* Bag- 
jolla drainage scheme ... ... 10,133 

Asansol water-supply ... ... ... 02,000 

Contribution towards the pay of the Special 

officer in charge of tin* Conservancy Depart- 
ment. Dacca Municipality ... ... 810 

Sanitary improvement, Gaibandha ... ... 8.000 

Calcutta Corporation for the drainage of the fringe 

area ... ... ... ... ... 42,017 

Chand pur water-supply ... ... .. 60,000 

Suri drainage scheme ... ... .. 11.000 

Nadia District Board for the preliminary survey 
in connection with the improvement of the 
risers Bagerkhal and Jamuna ... ... 600 
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REi’EHTh. 


Am a i>. 


-1914-15. 

1915. 

lflM2. 

1 912-13. 

1 9 1 3- 1 4 . 

Sanctioned 

estimate. 

Revised 

estimate. 

Il tidf. 
estinii 

1 

i 


4 

r f 

1 6 

7 


\ Ks 

| 

Ks. 

Its. 

Its. 

1 

Ks. 

It! 

( tpcnmg balaut e 

i © 

1 

j 

, 1 .00.25.000 

3.1 3. 30.270 

3,04.30,000 

3,1 8,11,000 

2,81,3] 

Principal Heads of Krvenin — 

I — Lund Revenue 

1. 57. ..'7,171 

1 0o.04.o24 

1,50,99,108 

1.01,71,ooo 

1 

j 1.54, 87.000 

1,58,91 

IV StUtllpH 

i.on.5o,2S8 

1.03.71.927 

1,09.55,410 

1.1 1.50,0oo 

f l.Ol.oo.ooo 

1 .01, 5i 

V — Kxeise 

1.00.4 1,150 

1.. 37 59.045 

1,53,HS.57n 

1.58,00.000 

1.55.00,000 

l.oo.oi 

l.ii 

VI — ProvmcmJ Kales 

31,7 i.HTj 

32.02.152 

1,31 340 

1.1 N,00() 

1. 10,000 

V r III TllV h 

20, 7;;, 534 

27.75 N20 

33.1 s,95N 

3o,5o,ooO 

34.50,040 

3o.5i 

IX — Parents 

1 3.87.405 

10.ii0.001 

10.10 ui 

1 0. 00.000 

13,10.000 

14,5i 

X — KegistrutiuH 

1 7,:;:: 094 

18.23.101 

20.10.144 

20, 5o 000 

1 S.Od.Ooo 

19.(« 

Total 

4. 17. ‘.*4.1 71 

4,95.90,7:50 

4.91.25.055 

4 99,39.0oo 

4.77,57,000 

4,85,51 

XII — Interest 

5.22,2 05 

5.00.713 

4.29 99‘i 

1 87,000 

4,0 2,000 

5,25 

Receipts l»y ( *i\ il 1>i purtnicnt — 







XVI — Law and .Ju^l hi — 

A — Courts oj Law 

7.00.777 

s i : 9oi 

N.42.S1 1 

8.95,00' i 

8.02.0(H) 

9,i;: 

H — .Jails ... 

8.31,424 

7.03 353 

0,71,917 

7,23,01 »o 

7,31,000 

7.(51 

XVri— Police 

1 . 87,075 

2 39.1 is J 

1 ,50 (5s 1 

1,77,000 

1,87.000 

1,8* 

XVIII — |*ortH ami Pilniuur 

1 6,95.550 

17,52.191 

10.7*5 004 

17. 10. 000 

15 2.5 000 

1(5/8 

XIX — Kdiieuhon 

7 . 35,219 

i ,77,070 i 

8.10.953 

8.02,000 

8.12,000 

8.s*: 

XX— Medical 

3 , 02,977 

4,20.733 i 

4,20.2,07 

3,97.000 

3,75.000 

3.8(1 

XXI/1 — Agriculture 

oh. 912 

79 044 i 

78,750 

8,5.000 

78,000 ' 

8 * 

XXI B — Sfietil ilic and Miscellaneous JVpurt 
men t H 

i,i;h,i4i 

1 .38.287 

1.98,925 

1.87.000 

4,30,000 

3,53 

Total 

4N.OS.71 1 

49.31 NO 7 

4s.503,K7 

50 4 2 000 

5o. oo.ooo 

5 1 ,8u 

MimdlttlleotlH — 

XX 1 1*— Receipts m aid ol Sup ■raimuat an ... 

43.15* 

4 ".Jill 

3* s m5 

39,000 

42.0' 10 

4o 

XXIII — Stuliounv and Priutim: ... 

1.30 4 -j;» 

1,2' 1,103 

1.37X52 

1 .20.000 

1 5(5.000 

1,32 

0,90 

XXV — Miscellaneous 

0 , 35,371 

7,72.2,39 

7.08.700 

5 92.000 

(5,89.0()o 

Total 

s.(K.:» t r ,4 

9 40.(552 

9 45.5os 

7.51,000 

8.87,000 

8,02 

Irrigation — 

XXIX — Major Works (direct receipts) 


1,30.959 

1,23.290 

1.33,000 

1.20.000 

1,20 

XXX — Minor Works and Navigation — 

By Public Works I apartment 

3,34.1 ho 

3,20.105 j 

2.82.520 

3,05,000 

2.02,000 

2.85 

Py Civil I >ep:irtment ... ! 

2 o.o lb 

24,925 

24.421 

25,000 

25,000 

*6 

Total ... ; 

4.98.204 

4.81,989 

4.30,231 

4,03.005* 

4.07,000 

4,30 

Buildings and Hoads — 




4 



XXXI— Civil Works — 

Ih Public Works lVpartment 

4.0 2.320 

3,85.030 

4,3 4.2n8 

3,85,000 

4.70,000 

4.25. 

P\ Civil lVpaitment ... t 

1,55,20.3 

1.42,523 

1.00,034 

1,44.000 

1.64,1X10 

1,57. 

Total 

0,17.583 

5,27,559 j 

G. 00,292 

5.29.000 

0.34.000 

5,82, 

Transfer between 1 nipt rial H nd Pro- 
vincial ... 

0 

+ 1,40,73,885 

+ 57,52.800 1 

+ 57.K4,0fl0 

+ 68.59,000 

+56,67. 

Total 

5,20,49,891 

7,10,53.401 

0,21.41.472 j 

0,29,95,000 

6.20,06,000 j« 

6,18,07, 

GtA»t> Total ... | 

i 

8,82,78.401 

9.34.71.742 ; 

9.34,25,000 

9.38,17,000 ! 

’ 1 

8,99,38, 


• Tb* Op* aim bftiaaoe tod Traatfar* twtwwa Impart* I aod Product*' K#mM for l*w Bf nir*i caaoM b* workvd ooi. 
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AoTtALs. 


1914.15. 

1916-13. 

fixi*EHl>lTU*E. 

/ Jut* 

1911-12. 

f 

1912-13. ! 

1913.14. 

Sanctioned 
estimate. ! 

Revised 

estimate. 

Budget 

estimate* 

1 

2 

( 

3 j 

4 

5 1 

6 | 

7 

Hand on the Revenues — 

Refunds and Drawbacks ... 

Assignments and Compensations 1 

Laud Revenue 

Stamps 

Excise ... ..* 

Provincial Rales 

Assessed Taxes ... ... 

Forests 

Registration ... 

Its. 

1,55,124 

37,b47 

3d, UP, 2b 7 
3.22.507 
4.73.7P3 

50. H7 

7 m, i h; 
li. 74.U33 

1 0,(17. -i* o‘i 

Kk. 

1.41.035 

50 905 
32.36.128 
3,53.05 
5.97.657 

3 P.2 OP 
76,4 6 P 
6.60.791 
10.5o.P03 

Its. 

1,35.656 
27,159 
34,40.775 
3,6 1 ,566 
6,25.743 

77.288 
6,40,157 , 
11,26.558 | 

Its. 

1,35 000 

43.000 
35,33,000 

3.76.000 
8,77,18)0 

75.000 

7.27.000 

1 1,99,000 

Its. 

1.64.0(H) 

32.000 
35,75.000 

2.70.000 

7.41.000 

77.000 

6.84.000 
11, 51, 0(H) ! 

i 

R*. 

1.41.000 
42,000 

30.06.000 

3,0.4,000 

8.02.000 

70,600 

6,66,000 

1 1.23.000 

Total 

63,68,07-1 

(*2. op. 7 **'5 

64.34.902 

69.65 000 

67 , 00 . obo 

68,1 9,000 

Interest on O dmury Debt ... 

.MO 365 

4.42.546 ; 

4,39,897 

4,34.000 

4,40,000 | 

4,40,000 

id Expenses of Civil Department — 

General Administration ... 

_ ... f Courts of Law ... 

L«w ami Justice | J(ll|n 

Police 

Ports and Pilotage ... ••• , 

Education 

Medical ... 

Political 

Agriculture ... 

Scientific and Miscellaneous Depart- 
ments ... ... ! 

37,33,022 
1,01,44.720 
20,51.332 
87, OH, 2 1 1 

1 3,27.1*25 , 
fil.21.H73 1 
20.14. .’43 , 
22,1*22 

H, 71. 154 

r*. on 784 , 

25,46.712 1 
P6.3P, lot) 
IP. 6 1,832 
H3.PP,K5P , 
12.ln.009 
73.76 .h2P 
26,42.133 , 
38.976 
7,72,137 ' 

8.91,816 ’ 

24.29,759 
1.00.37.547 | 
22.62,882 ‘ 
94,71,081 
14.28,377 , 
81.12,515 
28.50,459 
32.975 ! 
9,06 776 

5,19,023 ; 

23.53,00(4 

99 53,000 
2o. 76.000 
1,08,98.000 

15.39.000 
1,45.43, 0(H) 

47.8j.uu') 

29.000 

11.86.000 

5,44,000 1 

j 

21,08,000 

1 .03.04.000 

23. 78.000 

1.03.80.000 
13.74.0(H) 

85.23.000 

30.23.000 
28,000 

9,76,000 

5, 28, 0<H) 

23,74*000 

1.01.24.000 

21.95.000 

1.05.35.000 

14.76.000 

1.05.62.000 

36.13.000 
„ 30,000 

11.17.000 

6,05,000 

Total 

3.02.07,386 1 

3,54.85,703 

3,80.51,394 

4,79.02,000 

3,99,22,000 

4,25,31,000* 

jot is — 

Superannuation, etc. 

Stationery and Printing ... ••• , 

Miscellaneous ••• 

27,85.637 
15,7‘i.o21 
5,60 37 1 

29,25 688 
13, ill. 429 
4,25 610 

31.00,288 j 
14 85 406 1 
5.87.4 18 

32.31.000 

14.44.000 

10.81.000 

32.84.000 

13.56.000 
4,48,000 

34.29.000 

13.87.000 
*0,10,000 

Total 

4P.25.02P 

46,85 727 

51.73.112 

57.56,000 

50,88.000 

j 58,32,000 

telief and Insurance — 

Reduction or avoidance of Debt ... 

60.0)0 ! 

60.000 

60,000 

60,000 ; 

00,000 

60,000 

(Revenue Accounts) — 

Subsidised Companies— -Land, etc. 


— 3nB 

579 J 





Total ... j 

60.000 

59.637 

60,579 | 

60,000 

i 60,000 

60,000 

.! 

Major Work*— 

Working expenses 

Interest on Debt ... ••• , 

1,38,543 
1,70,650 | 

i 

1.17,858 1 
1,75,618 

1 

i 

1,48.895 i 
1,69,993 

i 

: 

1 

j 

1.48.000 

1.69.000 

! 

: 

1,29.0(0 

1,70,000 

! 

1.33.000 

1.70.000 

Minor Works and Navigation — 

By Public Works Department ... j 

By Civil Department ... 

7,80.399 
1.954 j 

7,68,1 53 
965 

; 

i 

9,62,228 
982 j 

11,19.000 

4,000 

i 13,97,000 
1,000 

11,46,000 

1,000 

• 

Total 

, 10,91.546 < 

10,62.594 , 

12,82,098 , 

14,40 000 j 

16,97,000 

; 14,50,000 

1 if* 

i and Road* — 

Civil Works — 

By Public Works Department 
„ Civil Department ... 

’ ! 

I j 

, 61,51.896 

30,27,729 

63,21.755 
26.80,384 | 

1 

1 

76,44.385 
| 25,74.263 

89,59,000 

20.77.0(H) 

92,00,000 

25,79,000 

j 

i ’ 

] 

64.88.000 

22.09.000 

Total 

i 

1 91.79,625 

! 90.02,139 

1,02.18.648 

1,10,36.000 

1,17,79.000 

86.97,000 

Total Charges 

j 5,83,42,021 

5.69,48,131 

|- ! 

i 6,16.60.630 

7,35.93,000 

' 6.56,86,000 

6,68,29,000 

• 

Closing Balauce 

| ° 

3,13.30,270 j 

3,18,11.112 i 

1,98,32,000 | 

2,81,31,000 

| 2,41,09,000 

4 — 

3 Orakd Total 

! f), 82, 7«,401 

i 9,34,71.742 

9,34,25,000 

9,38,17,000 

j 8,99,38,000 

i ^ 

uncial tor pi us (+ ) or deficit ( — ) 

* * 



+ 1,47,06,270 

+4,80,842 


j— — 1 ,05,98, 000 

—36,80,000 

—40,22,000 

«Pto~w»mfk* •« J*sm*t|* Mi. 






Bengal Proi'incial Receipts , in detail of minor heads. 
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Tl—PmHnc ia l Rates — 


m 


Bengal Budget f of 1915*16. 


[27th | 





XVI A — Law and Justice — Courts of Law 



I 




XXf£ — A ffriculture . 


236 


Bengal Budget Jar 1915-16. 


[27th Makc 





4.4*6 6 88 313 6 77.170, .7.37.000 6., 7.-810, 6,-8.700 



X2CV* — Miscellaneous — concluded. 
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l\rX — Minor Works and Navigation 


289 



Total Irrigation 4T*i Nav^tit u Works J »> 37,<‘J9 ti.l*\ii71 >..>".727 4.67.^>'> 4.ii.VKW 



XXV- MisceWt neons — co i id ude<] . 


288 
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[27th M 



Mi(jtiap<»rt> ('nrml 



i-ia — jutnor trams ana navigation 



— Minor Works and Navigation — concluded. 



,57.000 Ffoviwl bnocd on oi^lit montlm' actimiM. 



Bengal Budget for 1915-16 


24 



AftMttntnwit for purchase of copies of Indian 
t Household Reference Chart and the Indian 
Hcwaeh' ld Emergency Chart ... 



- Transfers betiveen Imperial and Provincial— concluded. 
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[27th Mi 


* W ' 

1b 
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-m 

Bengal Budget for 1915-16. 


[27th Mi 
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1915 .] 


Bengal Budget Jor 1915-16. 




— Kxqf&e — concluded* 




2 


1915 .] 



Bengal Budget for 1915-16. 




I '*■— Ttegistra tion 
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[27th M 



iS. — Interest on Ordinary Debt 





19 A — Courts of Law — 




25 




Heads. 
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[27th Ma 
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pamnjuoo — W}lOj[—Qz 
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Bengal Budget foe 19lS-Bk 


[27th Jfc 
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22. — Education — concluded . 
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[27ra Ma 



Bengal Budget ' far 19 15-16. 



Engineering find 8nrvey Schools ... 66-474 < 63,1*23 57.11ft fiO D H) j 48.500 56.000 Decrease in the revised is due to smaller expenditure on 

, i | supplies sud services and contingencies. 

Technical and Industrial Schools ... 49.096 54.550 \ 55,662 67 50o 59.500 60,000 t Decrease due to smaller expenditure on stipends and scholar. 

! ships and smaller regrant of savings in the stationery 
I allf»tment. 
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24. — Medical- 


|"27th Mai 
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£65. Scientific and Miscellaneous Departments— concluded. 
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Bengal Budget for 1915-16. 



[27th 




/ 




43. — Minf/r Work$ and Navigation —concluded. 
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Bengal Budget for 1915-16 


[27th Mabc 




W orks far which only Revenue Accounts are 
kefl and of wAiVA neither Capital n<yr 
Revenue Accounts are kept. 


Bengal Budget jor 1915-16, 
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(0,384 | 25.74.263 20,77.01") 2 25.79,000 22,09.000 
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Bengal Budget for 1915-16. 


[27th March, 



oUl in cliartfcof Pul.lic Works I> parti 



1915.] 


Bengal Budget for 1915-16. 
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Statement of receipts and charges of District Boinls and District Itoad 

Fund in Bengal. 


Receipts. 


Heads of Revenue. 

1 Actuals 

1 1913-14. 

Revised 

estimate. 

Budget 

estimate. 

Ukmakks. 




1914 15. 

1915 it. 




Rs. 

Rs 

j Us. 



Land Revenue 

i 558 

4 59 

i 459 



Local Rates 

1 62.45,4 22 

03 45,071 

04,88.943 

, Represent collections of 


! 


1 

both Public Works 


I 



Cess and Road Cess 


Interest 

1 1H.710 

28,723 

25,512 

Revised estimate 

m 


i 



eludes into est 

Oil 





arrear collections 

of 


i 



tlie Public Works 

Law and Justice — Courts of Law ... 




Department Cosh 


j 5,088 

4 .207 

4.437 


Police 

i 3,77, 77() 

3,51,387 

3.58,235 



Education 

15,82,402 

1U.54.000 

8,23,043 



Medical ... 

70,213 

81,209 

30,147 



Minor Departments 

8.205 

8,121 

7.455 



Superannuation and Pensions 
Stationery and Printing 

| 10.389 

! 1,900 

* 900 



Miscellaneous 

i 1.44,907 

I 72,002 

82,079 

| 


Rudwavs ... 

1 1 05,008 

74,000 

03,000 

1 


Minor Works 

18,770 

17.205 

15,970 

i 


Civil Works 

12,07,942 

10.88,742 

9.95.454 



Debt. Deposits and Advances 

7.32,995 

5.51.319 

5.13,123 

1 


Total 

1 ,05, 9 -k 905 

96,79,005 

94,09,957 

I 


Opening balance ... 

1 9,78,852 

30,50,322 

12,90.014 

1 

I 


C i It ANI> ToTAI 

1.25.77,757 

1,33 35,927 

1,00.99,971 

I 



Expenditciie. 




Heads of Exi-knimtuiif. 1 

Actuals, 

1913-14. 

Revised 

estimate, 

Budget 

estimate. 

Remarks. 


i 

i 

1914-15. 1 

1915 10. 1 



l 

Rs. 

Rs. j 

id. ; 



Refunds ... ... ... j 


2.543 , 




Land Revenue 

... 

2,200 ; 

2,175 , 



Local Rates ... ... j 

2,97.895 

1,91,598 ' 

1,92,100 ; 



Interest ... ... ... ' 

13,8*7 

7.572 

7.073 | 



General Administration ... ! 

2,33,940 

2 08,985 i 

2,73,900 | 



Law and Justice — Courts of Law ... j 

2,803 

3,300 

4,1 10 



Police 

21.435 

28,302 

27,305 



PoiD and Pilotage ... ... j 

0,933 

7,100 

8.300 



Education ... 

21,58.575 

27,01.335 

21,13.148 



Medical ... ... ... | 

5,31.983 

8,02.970 

7.77,757 



Minor iVpurtments ... ... 1 

09.701 

1,01.3-2 

1.30.912 * 



Superannuation ami Pensions 

53.905 

50.00] 

59.977 



Stationery and Printing 

20.037 

33.090 

32,400 j 



Miscellaneous 

20.401 

42.558 ' 

31 900 1 



Famine Relief 

3.155 

450 

5 00 



Railways ... » 


27.400 




Minor Works 

55,358 

2,24,720 

100 



Civil Works 

47,00,197 

08.07.830 

50 05.371 



Debt. Deposits and Advances 

7.24,510 

0,10.445 

5 33. 409 



Total 

89.21.435 

1.20.45.913 

98.00.755 



Closing balance 

30,50.322 

12.90.01 4 

8.93 210 



Grand Total 

1 .25.77.757 

1.33.35.927 

1.00.99,971 









Estimate ultimate j Estim\te <->t Extexpittre 

maximtm ; in* 1915 - 16 . 
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In thf» firat year the minimum pay will he drawn, and the 
chargee will be — f 



One Superintendent of motor vehicled 

( 300 — *2 5— 450) ... ... 398 

House-rent of the Superintendent ... 100 

1 Clerk (Rs. HO) ... ... 80 




inshijrnnj Stores 





91&J 
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^$15. 3 Bengal Budget for 1915-26. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Tbe Council was then adjourned to Tuesday, the 6th April, 11*15. 


A. W. WATSON, 

Secretary to the Government of Bengal and 

Secretary to the Bengal Legislative Council. 

CaUTTTA ; 

The 30th March , 1915. 


i. a 48#8J— 600— J. L. C. & otWt, 

'A 


HfP'w'*' 




#Y*§® Legislative <?o*tidt amtnffed 

0wk% ^hepr^vimoiu of the Indian Councils Acts, 186 1 % J89S ami J9D9+* 
, W*<i$e (government qf India Act , 1912 . * * 


The Council met in the Council Chamber in Government Houae OH 
©day, the 6th April, 1915, at 11 a.m. 

Present : 

His Excellency the Right Hon’ble Thomas David, Bakun Carmichael 
of Skiklinu, o.c.i.e.. K.c.M.o., (governor of the Presidency of Fort 
William in Bengal, presiding. 


The Hon hie Mu. P. C. Lyon, c.s.l, 1 ice- President. 


The Hon hie Nawah Hvki> Shams-cl-H i da. 


The Hon’ hie Mu. N. lh Bkatson Bell, c.i.e. 


The Hon’hle Mu. C. .1. Stkvenson-Moobk, c.v.o. 


The Hon’hle Mu. F. »]. Monahan. 


The Hon’ble Mu. J. G. ( Ymmino, c.i.e. 


The Hon’ble Mu. *). H. Kkuu, cj.k. 


The Hon’hle Mu. H. L. Stephenson, c.i.e. 


The Hon’ble Mu. H. K. Samman. 


The Hoirhle Mu. H. H. G keen. 


The Hon’hle Mr. 0. H. Bompas. 


The Hon’hle Mu. W. W. Hohnell. 


The Hon’hle Mu. C. F. Payne. 


The Hon’ble Ra i Priya Nath Mi khahji Haiiadur. 


The Hon’hle Mr. F. A. A. Cowley. 

The Hon’ble Mk. H. J. Hilahy. 

i 

T^e ,, Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur of Murhhidabad, k.c.b.1.* iuc.v.o., 
* AmiR-cl-OmbaBu - * t v - 'V 



Tile Hon’ hie Dr. Ntlkatan SircaIk 
The Hon’ble Raja JluiMriKKMi Lama, c.i.k. 

Tiie Hon’ble Mi:. 1 Romki> 1 iiakravart i. 

The Hon' hie Sik Bijay ('hand M a utah. k.c.h.i., k.c.i.e., i.o.m., Mahfc 
rajadhiraja Bahadur of Bind wan. 

The Hon’ble Raja Siiomu Kama Acharyya Ohaudhuki Bahadur. 

The Hoii’ble Du. Di:ija Pka. v ai> Sakhmhiikaki, c.i.k. 

The Hon hie Raja 1)inkm»i:a X Ainu an R.u. 

The Rou ble Rai Radha Charan Par Bahadur. 

The Hon’ble Mu. W. T. Rkiuk. 

The Hoii’ble Mu. <i. A. Ibu kk\. 

The* Hon’ hie Mu. A. W. C. Hiiari.iv 

Tile Hon’ble Mil. RoI.AM Ild.^KIN Pa.nMM AKIN. 

The Hon ’Me Mau.vi Mazhaku. Amnai ; OnArmin:i. 

The Hon’ble Mai i.vi Mkmiaukai IIis,-ain. 

The Rou ble Mau.vi A. K. Fazm k-Hai V . 

The Hon’ble N aw am Sykd Rosnam Raider (’HAromui. Khan Bahadur. 
The Rouble Rai Namnakmia Bam Bah a in i;. 

The Hon ble Xauah Saiyid Xawaii Aki Chaudhuri. Khan Bahadur. 
Tin* Ron’ ble Baiiu Nurkndra Xath Bankkji. 

The Ron’ble Bam Si kendra Nath Ray. 

The Hon’blo Baiu Mahkndka Xath Ray. c.i.k. 

The Hon’ble Rai Haki Mohan Diiandka Bahadur. 

The Ron’ble Ohaudhuri Muhammad Umaii. Khan. 

^fh# Hon’ble Babu |If£BWua Lai. Ray. 



«yv.VSS»4iiJjw»‘; ,ifr. ftVifMm<iN ; /to/m / '. “JR V?.y ; “S/r. A#t*i*:*' 

,v 1 1 l , A ' 

LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No. 1. 

STARRED QUESTIONS. 

By f lic Hen'ble MAHARAJA RANAJIT SINHA <>F NASIUITK :— 

*1. Air tin 1 (!tn fniiiii'iit considering t ii. • advisability of |>ubli>diiiig Ki*a»oi 
six-monthly statement- showing the number of projects brought before the l lul ’ l ' 0 !‘ ,io " . 
Sanitary Hoard and matured and recommended by them for the consideration 
of the ( joverninent ? 


The Ilon’hle Mi:. SAM MAN roplit-.l 
" Tlir answer is in tin- negat ive.” 

HyiheHonhle MAIIAIIAJA IJ AN A.) IT SINHA OK XASHimi:— 

Will tlu* Government In* pleased In state when the proposed Pwp<w*d i 

amendment of tin* ("ess Act is to ho brought forward ? mt * «*f M 

At 0 


Tin* llon’ble Mi:. SAMMAN replied 


* “ Plie proposal to am-md the (Jess Act- is still undei e< >nsi<lerat ion 

arid at this stage it cannot he definitely stated when the Bill will he brought 
forward." 


By the Hon hie WWW 1TKNDKA LAL BAY 

* i 

\\ ill the Government he pleased to state what action has been 
taken with a view to giving oiled to the reeomniendationH ma<lo from * al * 
t i Hit* to time by the officers appointed to report on Fisheries in Bengal ? 


The llon’Ue Mi:. KKBR replied 

“The II on ’ hie Member is referred to bulletin No. a of the Depart- 
ment of Fisheries which has recently been published, and a copy of which is 
laid on the table.” 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS. 

By the IlonTle MAIIAKAdA BAX A. I IT SINHA OF XASJHITK 

I. Will the Government he pleased to lay on the iaUn a statement RinjiriW 
•allowing tin* projects for tie* improvement of sanitation which have been 
submitted to the Government by the Sanitary Board for sanction (luring the 
current financial year, and the orders passed thereon ? ? 


The fallowing reply by the Hon’ble Mk. SAMMAN was laid on tin? £a,blo :-*■« 
1 4 statement ia^aid oatbe yabla-T 




Nashipur ai the Council Meeting of the 6th April. 1915. 


List of sanitary projects submitted by the Sanitary Board 

during 1914-1915. 


PROIKTT. 


Nature of project j 

m.I, nutted. I I""*'* 1 ll .v Gnu-rmi.-nt. 


I Water-Supply. Dacca Municipality ... | Sketch project... 

i. Improvement of sanitation, Muu-diiguuj ... j Ditto 

3. Wat'T-HUpply, Riparian Mu mcipAlities j I »itt<> 

(combined M'jjefnc). ! 

4. W liter-supply . Madai ipur Municipality ... j Ditto 

b. Combined drainage and water-supply | Ditto 

improvement scheme. Mymonsingh 

Municipality 

0. Water-supply extension. N uram pan j 1 Detailed project 
Municipality. 


| Administrative approval given. 

Ditto ditto. 

Still under the consideration of 
Government. 


Ditto 

Ditto 


ditto. 

ditto. 


7. Water-supply, 1’tturpara Municipality 


8. Drainage, Kurigram 


11. Water-snpplv , Satklura Municipality 

10. Water-supply, AhiiiimoI Municipality 

11. Water-supply. Nator Municipality 

12. Drainage, (iaihandu 


Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 


Sanctioned. Government gave a 

contribution of Rh. 1,00,01)0 against 
the total estimated cost of 

Us. 1,70.000. 

| Sanctioned. Gun eminent gave a 

contribution of Us. 44,81 . r > against 
the total estimated cost of 

Us. 1,3() .04 d. 

Sanctioned. Gm ei nun lit gave a 

contribution of Ks. 2, (KM) against 
the total estimated cost of 

Its. 8.27. r >. 

Still under the consideration of 
Government. 

Ditto ditto 

Ditto ditto. 

Ditto ditto. 


By the Hon’hleMAHAKAJA RANAJIT SJXHA of Nashipur 

IJ. — (a) Will the Government be pleased to state whether the dredging 
operations at the entrance of the river Bhagirathi are to lie continued during 
the uext financial year ? 

(fc) If so, what amount is likely to be spent for the purpose ? 

The following reply by the Hon’ble Mr. COWLKY was laid on the 
table : — 

(a) “ As at present arranged, dredging operations at the entrance of 
the river Bhagirathi will be continued during the next financial year. Gov- 
ernment are, however, awaiting the receipt of a report from Major Hirst, who 
Is now investigating the condition of the river. 

' ( b ) A sum of Rs. 11,000 has been provided for the purpose/’ 

6y the Hon’ble MAHARAJA RAN>JIT SINHA of Nashipur:— 

III. — Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement 
*b*wtng the number of seizures and deaths from small-pox in Calcutta from 
Jant&ty till March, 1915, and for the corresponding period of the last thred 

.years f ? : . .. - •* * ** 



h*l 5.} Questions d ml Atmoqfijk * * 885 

Mr. Sa ni titan ; Bn bit f\ L. t}ay ; j/r. Kerr. * 

The following reply by the Hon’ble Mu. SAMMAN was laic) on the 

table : — 

A statement showing the number of deaths from small-pox iu 
Calcutta during the months in question is laid upon the table. 

Accurate statistics for the number of seizures are not available, as many 
cases which recover are not reported." 

Statement referred itt /// the unsn'i'r by the lion LI a J/r. Su m mn u to Lhiestton 
A o. HI Must arna/ ash'd \ by the Hon Ida Malntenja Hnnnjit Sinhn nt 
A a sin pur nt the ('onnal meatnuj nt the t Hh April % IMIS. 

Statkmknt miowino tiii: m mhki: ok okatiis ikom Smali.-cox in (’au i ita 
raoM Jam aky 'mil Makcii, lit la, and i*ok mil < oi:i:i->eo\niNo muon 

or TII K LAST THIiKK VLUJs. 



Months. 



1JI 1. 

pji:;. 

lOlLh 

January 




;>s 

i 

J 

February 




71 

10 

o 

Mareh 

1 . . . 

mm; 


121 

i 

i:; 


Total 

] ,s a ;i 


L\'W) 

1 :;i j 

a t 

My i lif Hum Mr MAIM' 1' 

PENhKA 

MAM MAY 



IV.- 

— Will tin* ( i < »v« 

riJlhelit be 

I 1 

(leaded to lav on t lie table a 

st at rmoiit 

s j 1 o \\ 1 ll g 

1 hr amoii nt spent \ ea r by \ « 

•;n* 

for salaries 

of oflieers and 

costs i >1 

investigation m regard 

to the I IS 

lie 

ry Hr part me 

lit in Frugal for 

the years 

M'll In 1 

!H 1 / 






The 

following reply 1 

»y the Hon 

hie 

* Mi:. K KIM! 

was laid on the 

lalJe : — 


“A statement giving the required information by financial years is 
laid on the table. Figures for the calendar years are not available. *’ 

Statement rej erred to in the nnstner by the Hon' Ida J/r. Karr to (Question A o. IV 
unstarred asked by the Hon Lie Bobu I ftendrn Lai liny nf the (Jounril 
meetiny of tha Oth Ayr// .Hit Hi. 

SiaTKMKVI >J|n\VI\<, IKK LXCKMOTIIU: < >N Anni VI o|‘ SaLAIMLS ol OlTTiTKH 
AM) IVVh 1 iOA I ION." IN I II K FmILIM I M.P A ICI \l I.N'I . 1>LNUA L. |o|.* NIK 
V KA lls 1 U 1 1 - 1 - lo 1 !>1 o- 1 I. 




Mill'- Mi. 

1HM-U 

If KM A KKK 

O llicers 

7,. r >< Hi 

m;.5‘j«i 



Establishment 

1 ,Hh!t 

i ,:m 

2JJ00 


Allowances 

,V:» 4-J 

.*».!*< >7 

8.70 1 


Total 

14JM1 

1>0.S!IS 

i.v; 


-Other ex i>ef Acs 

:uz’j 



TIh« r»*pr»-w lit* tin* wmt ©f Ju- 
OUtlpltlUfl atui OtW KUHCi-Ibl' 
1HSOU# rxpcriMt*. 

Grand Total 1.. 

; 1#,05| 

j -W! 

«1 .361 

* ft 


L\>* th nf 
FiOiory I 
i ii** nt in Hon* 



IfotablUiiinett 
aU'ln amt hodrd 

f-llOUMl** i 01 

identM. 


Sinkiii^ of \wlU 
tin* (iintru t of 


kt'f.toiratioii of 

iiwquvs and ®ume 
lent** in tin' i ifcv 
t MnmhiiiaWul. 


286 .Questions and Answers. [6th Apkil, 

Maulvi A. K. Faz-ul-Hcuj : Nairal Bahadur of Mur shidahad ; Mr. Samman . 

By tli<* Hon’ble MAtLYJ A. K. FAZ-l L-HAQ : — 

V. — Will the Government he pleased to state — 

(n) what were tin* amounts budgeted for expenditure under tin* head of 
“ Kstablishment of Hostels and Hoarding Houses for Students ” during the 
financial years 1912-Kh 1915-1 1 and 1914-15 ; 

(h) what amount has actually been expended in this behalf during that 
time ; anti 

(c) how much of this money has been spent for hostels and hoirding- 
Iiousch for the accommodation of Muhammadan students only i 

The following roply by the Jlon bl»* M K. SAMMAN was laid on the 
table : — 

mi > ” No separate budget pro\ ision was made during t h * financial 
years 1912-13. lb KM 4 and 1914 15. 

(h) The amounts actually expended in this behalf are as follows — 

Its 

Ml 12 1 3 5,47,579 

1913 14 4,66.274 

1914 15 7.M.364 

(r) Out of the total expenditure on hostels, the following amounts were 
spent for hostels and boarding houses for t lie accommodation of Muhammadan 
students only 

Hs 

1912 Id 5\497 

19 Kb 14 65,259 

1914 15 *6,3-0 

r rhese figures do not include the expenditure incurred on private hostels, 
but it was made a condition of the grant of aid to such hostels in most cases 
that 20 percent, of the accommodation should be reserved for Muhammadans.” 

Ily the llon’ble NAWAK BAIIADM! <>F M l/KSH I DAKA I > 

\l . — (a } Will t lie Gn\ eminent hr pleased in state whether any boring- 
have been t aken in I lie dist net of M urslndabad wit h a view l o sinking wells t o 
tap subterranean springs for d i m \ mg and agricultural purposes, in t lie same 
way as has been done in I lie districts of Kajshalii and Sylliel ? 

{/r If so. will I he Go\ eminent be pleased tostafe where ami how many 
such borings have been taken and with what results, and whether those 
operations are being still continued or not ? 

The following replv bv the llon hle Mi:. SAMMAN was laid on the 
table — 

[<t ) A (h ] a Tin* answer is in the negative 

By the Hon’hle NAW’AB KAHAHFK OF MFKSII IHAKAH : — 

VII. — Is it a fact that Government arc taking step- for bringing 
certain mosques and monuments in tin* city of M urslndabad under the 
operation of the Ancient Monuments Preservation Act with a view* to their 
complet v rest orat ion ? 

Tin* following reply by the Hon hie Mi:. SAMMAN was laid on the 
table : — f . 

■’Government arc taking steps to bring certain mosques and® 
|pon union ts in or near the city of Murshidabad under the operation of the 
Ancient Monuments Preservation Act with a view to their preservation.” 
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By the Hon' hie Mu. GOLAM HOSSEIN PASSIM ARIFF : — 

VIII. — Will the Government he pleased to state — 

(i) why no Muhammadan Sub-Inspector of Police has l*een pasted to 
the Alipore Reserve Force during the last 21 years ; and 

'//) why no Muhammadan Inspector * »1 Police has been ported to the 
Subdivision of Alipore since 1909 '* 


The Following rejily by the Honhle Mi:. Pl’MMlNG was laid mi the 
table : — 

(/) “No Sub-Inspector i*> sanctioned for the reserve force at 
Alipore. It is presumed that by ‘ reserve force/ the old * armed reserve/ now 
called the * fixed reserve/ is meant. 

(//) Inspectors of Police Ixdong to a provincial cadre and are posted to 
particular charges according to the convenience and exigencies of the public 
sen ice." 


By the llon’blc Mi:. GULAM IIOSSKIX PASSIM ARIFF — 

IX. — ,//’ Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement 
showing the number ol — 

{ i Inspectors. 

// Su b- 1 ns] m * ei ors. and 

/// I lead < ’onstabl- s 

in file Paleiilta Police Imee. and how mnnv o| them ait — 

; a Euro] »eans. 
h i Anglo-Indians. 
r Hindus, and 
(I M uhanimadans J . 

h Will I he (Jovernnienl be pleased to state the number ol vacancies 
under the I leads / , u } and (/// in the years 191. ‘land 1914. and ho\v these 
vacancies v\ el e filled up ? 

r W erejiny untrained m« n taken on in tlrn^e vacancies J 

d II so. how many of these wen — 

a ) Europeans. 

(ft A nglo-Indian^. 

/• 1 1 mdus. and 

// ' M u hammadans ? 

The following reply bv the lion bl e Mi:, PI MMIXG was laid on tic- 
table : — 

“ a) Tin* following statement gives (he desired information : — 

.V, « f No <1 S‘t ‘I 



i rmr**" ’ 


H«'ft ! < on* 

Europeans 

... 7 

21 

Nil 

An^le-InUiaii 4 * 

... lo 

11 

NO 

Hindus 

... 12 

4 f* 

M2 

Muhammadans ... 

2 

21 

l M 

(>t hers ( Ponicili (hn.stian ) ... 


1 

Nil 

’iota 1 

:i2 

ion 

4h»* 

Vacandh-s 



1 

Sanctioned Htreiuuh 

... .>#> 

101* 

iht 


tyttn* of 1 
liuimtifclttn S 

1 1 is | uv ton* 

I*olu‘p to Alipor 


in tii! i st;r 
h> ' in n*jjinnl 
(It- t ‘ tl> utt ;« IV 
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(h) The following table give** the information : — 


Inspector ... 1 Py promotion of a Himln Sub-Inspector. 

Sub-Inspectors ... ( J All tilled up by promotion of Sergeants and Sub-Insp *ctors, of 

whom 2 were Europeans, -1 Anglo-Indians, 2 Hindus and 
] Muhammadan. 

Head Constables ... ‘J In one vacancy a Muhammadan outsider w.ts appointed 

and the remaining eight vacancies were tilled up hy the 
promotion of 2 Muhammadan and C Hindu constables. 


Inspectors 


Sub-Inspector- 


Head ( 'onstaldes 


d Two Europeans were appointed to two posts requiring oflicers 
of that class. Promotion was given to 2 Sub-Inspectors 
(1 Hindu and 1 Anglo-Indian; and 1 specially quali- 
fied Hindu Inspect >i was obtained from IJihar to start 
the training school. 

51 Nine vacancies were filled up by the appointment of outsiders, 
of whom 1 was a European, .'I were Anglo-Indians. 2 we re 
Hindus and ,'l Muhammadan*', and 1 2 by promotion of 
t» European Sergeant.", d Anglo-Indian Sergeants and 
d deHerMng Hindu Head Constables. 

For 10 posts oflicers were obtained from the District Police, 
of whom 1 were Muhammadans and t> Hindus. 

.VI Fifty-one vacancies were filled bj the jiroiiimmii of 17 Muham- 
madan and dl Hindu constables. In three \acancies 
.M uJiamniadan outsiders were appointed direct. 


t - ie S< r 
in tin 


My the lion Mr Mi;. (i<>LAM HUSSEIN ( ASS PM A MIFF 

X. — (tr) Will tin* ( inwrnmtMji hr pleased to lay on thotalilca Mai mm ut 
showing tin* total number of appointments as Sergeants in the Palcutta Police 
Force made in tin \ears l!>ld aim Pd 1 I ? 

J>) How many of Hies** appointments were given to — 

v /) Ktiropeans. 

[it) Anglo-Indians. 

(Hi) Hindus, and 

(iv) M uhammadans ? 


Hie lollowmg reply hy the Hon hie dlw. ( PALM I Nil 


laid on the 


(a) X* K l) “ Europeans ami Anglo-Indians only an* appointed to he 
Sergeants in the Calcutta Police Force. The following table gives the 
information required : — 


Europeans 

Anglo-Indians 


\l MH>’K 
A I'hHS'l Eli IV — 


HU i I ‘. J 1 4 


. . . (>:* «(« 


livthf Hon l.l.' Mi;. UOLAM HeSSKIX CASSIM AKIKF 

K.ciiiitiJi.iit >'f XI. — Will i In' Hove nnnent lie ) 'Cased io state whether Sub-Inspectors, 
ni'tw* nn.i licld Sergeants and Head Constables. recruited for the Calcutta Police force from 
Vt V"'" f,.r t'V districts outside Calcutta, receive the necessary training before they are 
iiouttn . • Jvi'ier posted to.thanas ? 
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The following reply by the HonTIe Mk. (TMM 1ND was laid an the 

table : — 

"Sergeants art* not employed in t lianas. Sub- inspectors obtained 
from the District Police are at once posted to t lianas. Sub Inspectors and 
Head Constables recruited otherwise than from the District Police are trained 
at the Police School at DuHumh^/’ 

THE BENGAL BUDGET, 1915-16. 

The Hon hu, XAWAB BAIIABUK OF MPRSHIHaBAD said 
“Mr Loiiii. 

I shall content myself with making a lew general remarks on tin* lhidgrt. 

This year, which is signalised by the most expensive war ever waged, 
lias opened inauspiciously in this province as m other sister provinces Tin* 
outstanding feature of the Budget this year unhappily shows, therefore, 
unmistakable traces of dislocation oi all business and ennseqiieiit shrinkage 
of trade ami revenue as against the rapid expansion of public expenditure 
which had to be unduly but unavoidably restricted. And while there is not 
the slightest doubt as to the ultimate issue of the redoubtable conlhet in 
which the British Kmpire is now engaged, great efforts are being made by 
(Government and the people alike to weather out the economic disturbance 
caused by circumstances over which we have no control. 

The public have, therefore, reason to be gratified with the careful and 
satisfactory character of the financial statement, and the Finance Member 
may well congratulate himself upon the very discreet and resolute course 
adopted by him in meeting the situation created by the war. This prudential 
Budget, if I may call it so, would, therefore, disarm much o| t he ent icism 
which it would otherwise have encountered in a normal year. 

< >n reference to the revised Budget for t he current year, it will he been 
with satisfaction that the actual opening balance was found to be neaily 
9*J lakhs better than what was anticipated. The revenue receipts, however, 
show* a decrease of over 20 lakhs, which could only be made up lor by lu avy 
retrenchments in expenditure to the extent of 7!f lakhs. The contraction of 
revenue during the present year is surely not entirely due to the war. Land 
revenue, which was expected to expand considerably this year, actually 
dropped by over 11 lakhs. 

It is the jute trade that appears to have been hit the hardest by the war 
and is indirectly responsible for the decline of revenue under numerous 
heads, such as Land Revenue. Kxcise, Forest, Registration and also Irrigation 
due to stoppage of jute traffic in the canals. So have also the heads 
Stamps. Port^ and Pilotage been adversely affected owing to tile dislocation of 
trade in general caused by the war. The result has been not only a great 
diminution oi trade receipt^ hut also an almost all-round fall oj revenue. 
These exceptional circumstances have necessitated extensive curtailment h. 
No one will regret curtailments, but the curtailments of grants on Kdueatjon 
and Sanitation, the two most vital necessities for the well-being of the 
inarticulate fnasses, are extremely deplorable. The urgent need of some aid 
to primary education and the necessity of finding funds for industrial subsidy 
to indigenous enterprises at an opportune moment when the Austrof German 
trade has collapsed, can hardly he overlooked. I’nless education receives 
adequate encouragement at the hands of (Government, it may give rise to 
general dissatisfaction. 

In view of the increasing distress of tin- people, due to the ever-rising 
prices of grains in the country, there is no denying me fact that the economic 
resources of the masses have become extremely strained, the result of which 
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is pcrjetual indebtedness uf tin* people. And so I may safely say that the 
widespread distress experienced ai the present moment is no exaggeration. 
r lin* people have (or some years past been steadily hoping against all hope oi 
paying otf the money-lender and steadily getting into debt more and more. 
All hopes of a solution of the present problem cannot be realised i»v tin* 
people themselves without the no-t ( eagerly- sought -for help of tin* benign 
Government. 

J here are obvious disadvantages in postponing or retarding tin develop- 
inent o' some of the incipient measures which have already involved a certain 
amount of costs and must consequently entail, besides great inconvenience 
and equally great disappointment, some undesirable wastage owing to their 
receiving sudden temporary check at present. Ami there are questions that 
seem fated always to make their appearance only to have their settlement 
relegated to sorm more fnvourahh time that may not arrive. It is much to 
be wished unquestionably that the very welcome special Imperial gift** of the 
laM two \ ears with regard to Kducation. Sanitation and t he ] ’< dice should have 
been found possible to regrant. lhit as it is imperative that all other conse- 
crations at tin present inonieiit should be subordinated to the husbanding of 
the financial resources of Government. 1 am sure we shall loyally am) 
resignedly aeeej t them as unavoidably adverse effects of the gp-at war for 
which there is no arguing with the Almighty, and that we shall only be too 
proud to bear a lit 1 1 < share of the genera! bunh ti along wi l h t h* rest of the 
Kmpin ■. 

In conclusion, my Lord. I do not fora moment wish to 1..* umhi stood t* 
imply that t lie ( m»\ eminent of India will ev r treat y«»m Excellency's < h>v< nr 
ment unjustly when I say that the unexpended balance- of t he Imperial grant- 
rcser\ed or restricted this year should lie held t<* tie credit of y »ui 
Excellency s ( bn eminent to he draw n upon w heiie\ er a fa\ ourable at mospln re 
is n '-(established for resuming act ion more energetically than ever. And I feci 
sure that the spirit m which tin* gr«*at reforms arc being tackled by your 
Kxcellency s Government gives the best possible assurance of their hrmg 
brought to a successful conclusion within a measurable distance of time 

Tile H oil ble NAWAH SYKD HOSSAM It A 1 1 >KK (TIAUUHUPl. 
KHAN HAHADUP s:ml 

"My Loan. 

1 beg t o congrat ulate ? he Hon ble rhr f manci* Member lor thr bagacjtv 
and foresight with wdiicli the Provincial budget for the year llHn-16 ha- hem 
framed and presented before the (donned for adopt ion. 

On comparing certain items in the stateim nts. 1 regrt*t to obst*rve that an 
amount of expenditure of Ps. 1 M M > has Iren < -timaied for High English 
Schools for girls, which is a far greater amount than that budgeted for Middle 
\ernaculnr Schools lor girls, which is only LV n.000. 1 consider Middle 

\ ernaeular Schools lor girls to be fnorc necessary in the agricultural districts 
of I Bengal t ban High Knglisli Schools. I further beg to ask that the 
Government be plen-ed to consider the advisability of arranging for the 
teaching of some minor industry and meeting the cost of this undertaking by 
transferring a portion of tie* sum set apart for High English Schools for girls. 

1 beg to remark further that no provision has been made in the estimates for 
Upper Primary Schools for boys, whereas Ps. 7,000 has been , Miniated 
b>r tin* Upper Primary Schools for girls. To rib- invidious dbtii ctjnn 1 
respectfully beg to invite tin* attention of Government. 

I venture also t<> submit for the cou-ibernti »n of Your Excellency’s 
Government whether it is not justifiable to transfer a certain j ortion. out* of 
the allotment of Ps. ,‘i.oib000. estimated for flu* Presidency ^lo-pitals and 
d:speiisar.« s. towards the improvement of mufassal dispensaries, for which 
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only an amount of R*. 9L000 appear* to haw* been budgetted — a sum to my 
wind quit-o inadequate. In connection with this, I venture particularly to 
bring to the notice ol Your Excellency s t aoveninieiit the backward condition 
of the < 'oinilla Charitable Dispensary. This* dispensary is most unsatisfactory 
both as regards its equipment and accommodation. For instance, in the 
recent murder case at ('bmilla, the bullet -shot m the female patient could 
not be extracted for want of an X-ray. 

My Lord, with these few observations 1 venture to nrg< f *r the improve- 
ment of the condition of the existing dispensaries situated in i In* out lying 
districts of Bengal. > 

freneral Education . — It is superfluous for me t<» attempt to prove the 
fact that with the increase ol population, the need b»r general education has 
become greater. The well-meant endeavours "1 the Siat.»* have always been 
employed towards popularising sueh odueational schemes amongst tic people 
which have as their aim tie* earning «*| an independent 1 1 v«*l i )i < m m 1 and the 
familiarising of tin* people ot this country with all that is best ami brightest 
in English life. 

Primary Education . — I am glad to see that greater facilities have 
been given to the people m tin* matter ol lVimary Education which kindness 
and the beneiits accruing from the course of instruction in this branch of 
education the people fully realise and appreciate. But there is one scheme, 
l t liink, that remains t o be considered and that is the establishment ol go m| 
schools in backward localities. This, of course, will necessitate increased 
recurring expenditure (or the upkeep and repairing ol these new schools. 1 
would, therefore, venture to observe that a reasonable al lot meiit ol fumU for 
the upkeep of all such new I Vimary Schools to be built in Eastern Bengal, and 
of school* proposed to be built in Western Bengal, be ear-marked for future 
years. But considering the financial oiitlooK of t lie province, which appears 
to be so disquieting at present. 1 am not inclined to offer any suggestion fora 
specific amount undo! this head. As 1 have said, it will necessarily involve 
an additional outlay of expenditure, but I rest assured that th touch the 
rein wed gmepMty »>f the Supreme (iovernment it may be made possible to 
earn out such a programme m the m ar future. 

Muhammadan Education . — J here is no doubt that t he pros) icrity and 
the nn>ral and tin material progress of the Muhammadan community depend 
almost entirely on the growth ol education both in its higher and lower 
branch* s, and as the educational policy of (iovernment is always progressive, 
our community expect, by way of encouragement, some* additional grants ior 
scholarships m the different stages of Muhammadan education. Then* is 

aNo n gn at of hostels for Muhammadan boys, the liberal establishment 

of which will ensure the opening of a new chapter of progress in the interest 
and welfare of our community. 1 boo h*ave to suggest that step* be 
gradually taken lor the establishment <>f a large number of maktabs all over 
tin* province, similar to primary schools, lor improving the statu- of 
primary edueat ion among Muhammadan boys. I would further observe that 
a certain amount be specially devoted t o making provision (or the entertain- 
ment of competent additional ( rdu teachers in those maktabs where the 
number of pppils reading in tins subject is large. As there is hardly any time 
now to suggest an alteration in tin* budget. J hope that this proposal wdj not 
be lost sight of. and that ' lied will be given to the suggestion a- soon a* the 
necessary funds become available. The scheme drawn up by Nr Arehdale 
Earle for the opening of Mianji training schools and the appointment of 
inspecting maiilvis in the didrid- of Burdwan and I'r* snb ncy Divisions 
might with advantage be extended to tin* Eastern Bengal di-tncts. Sueh a 
step will. I am sun*, succeed m attracting Muhammadan parents and 
guardians and encourage tlnm t<< ***u l their children more 1 reefy i o t he*r 
institutions. I 
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Industrial education. — Another suggestion, which, I venture to think, 
will be of the greatest value and good to tie* masses is that (with a view to 
making India more self-supporting and less dependent upon the resources of 
other countries, and with a view ol the present necessity that has sprung 
up for placing the industrial efficiency of the country on a better and a more 
satisfactory footing) it seems imperative and necessary that the energies of 
the Government be concent ruled towards promoting the growth of indigenous 
industri(*s along with the development of agricultural education, and that 
with this object the Government be pleased to support the starting and 
pioneering of new industries by the establishment, of industrial and commer- 
cial. or trade, schools in all important centres of the province, for the 
practical training and education of workmen. I respectfully urge on the 
attention of the Government the absolute need there is for a full and free 
discussion of tin’s important subject, perbaj s the most important, problem 
which J British statesmen are called upon to solve. .The national regeneration 
of India cannot, be a Jait accompli unless we attempt at making our people 
potential factors in the* national life of the country. My lord, we consider 
the Hritish rule in India as a reign of good law, and that it is for the good of 
humanity and justice. And, strong in this confidence. I emphatically urge 
that systematic ami well-organised endeavours be made to bring lions* to the 
people of this vast province the different industrial possibilities open to them. 
Attempts should be made to create new fields ol livelihood for the young men 
of this province, and for the generations to come hereafter, and thus to 
render in valuable' service towards the advancement, of national industries. 
Though much has been done* m many ways in t he direction of national 
improvement, still there are many ways for further development of the* latent 
resources of tin* country. The longer the expansion of our indigenous 
industries be ei clayed, tin* greater will be our difficulties in gaining for 
on i selves a recognised posit ion among the* nations of the world. Every true 
friend of Indian Nationalism will be* bound to stimulate* the idea of promoting 
the welfare of our great and homogeneous province m the various fields of 
labour. I submit my observations on this question for the* best consideration 
of the Govt*rnment, and in the true interest of our national progress as I leel 
that the nee*d for t lie establishment of all kinds of industries in tin* land is 
growing in importance day by day. 

Rise in the price of Jnod-sluffs. — There is another important matter 
which I consider extremely grave, that is. tin* fluctuation in the price of food- 
grain and other eatables. The people experience an unpleasant surprise 
owing to tin* rise in tin* price of food materials and other necessaries of life, 
and a further rise might be followed with disastrous consequences, it is. I 
know, difficult to forecast whether the price will be higher or lower, as the 
I ii t ti re is uncertain and dependent upon circumstances beyond the* control of 
Government. Hut it is necessary that tin* Government should have a strict 
control over the local markets and impose when necessary a reasonable price 
on foul-grains, and adopt such precautionary measures as seem necessary for 
tin* prohibition of all private export of food-grams for at least some time to 
come from this part of our country. 

Sanitation . — I need not sav much on this matter as the policy of 
the Government is already laid down. 1 beg. however, to invite the attention 
oi Your Excellency's Government to the desirability of bringingtln milk-sellers 
and milk-cattle-keepers under the efficient control of the Health Department. 
They should be registered and a penalty imposed on those who are found to 
be in possession of adulterated milk. It would indeed be a strange 
n flection on our progressive administration that we should be wanting in a 
law penalising adulteration of important articles of food, such as milk, butter, , 
ghee and such others. Your Excellency’s Government would be deserving 
->f special commendation from all sections of the public, if stc*) s be taken to 
**nve the situation from becoming worse and to employ even stringent 
measures to correct tin* abuses which an* a blot <>n our administration. 
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Conclusion. — Tht* useful reforms. which have brought about a most 
noticeable improvement, in the general efficiency of the various departments, 
bear testimony to Your Excellency's far-sighted statesmanship and exceptional 
administrative ability. 

Finally, 1 congratulate Your Excellency's Oovernment for a careful 
supervision and a wise control over the affairs of the province during the 
year under review/ 

The 1 Ion hie Mi;. (>. A. BAYLEY said: — 

*• M\ Loud, 

I regret that the Budget makes no provision for t he long-expected grant 
to the port of rhittngong. and. with Your Excellency* permission, I would 
like to press the claims of this port. 

Last year I had the honour to urge t lit* linancial needs of t he port for 
funds to enable I he river approaches to be put into a condition adequate to 
give sufficient depth of water for Ocean steamers at all tunes, lour 
Excellency's Oovernment then gave hopes of early inquiry, but for one 
cause and another, and chiefly owing to the state of War, our expectations 
have not been fulfilled and no inquiry has taken place, and we are now, I 
regret to say, after the lapse of a year, no nearer a de'mite statement of the 
long- hoped-for relief ( iovernmenl is prepared to give. 

We realize the enormous difference in the conditions of finance which the 
war has caused, but we do not understand why this should prevent a full 
consideration of our position and a declaration ol the policy of the Bengal 
( Government . 

The value of tin* rhittagong port in relation to the welfare of the hinter- 
land is beyond doubt. IBs Excellency Lord Fnr/on, when Viceroy, at a visit 
to the port in 1!M)I, during his speech said : “ We think that t his expendi- 
ture is both in the interests of the port and the railway. Idle (iovernmenl 
have spent enormous sum-* noon the latter and from the strictly business 
point ol \ jew the best chance of getting a due return lor the outlay m to 
provide the proper facilities for the trade which it is in a position to create. 

I hoped that these announcements will put fresh heart into your people and 
will pave t lie way for the rise ol Chittagong to what, in my opinion, is its 
natural destiny, viz., to be tin* principal outlet of the trade of Eastern Bengal 
and Assam/’ and this opinion has been repeated by other high-placed 
officials. Therefore, it is natural for us to wish to know whether the fostering 
of this port, winch I have just mentioned as so necessary for the interests ol 
a large, densely-populated, and wealthy part, of your province, is to be under- 
taken by Your ( iovernmenl , or whether for financial causes this is impossible, 
in which case we can only look lor aid from the (Government of India. 

The Port ( 'ommissioners have lately received from their engineer a 
progressive scheme for the improvements needed, which includes training 
works, revetment, and dredging, the cost of which is placed at about 72 
lakhs of rupees ; in this scheme is included the dredger and lioj jmth to which 
1 made reference last year as being of immediate necessity. The scheme 
can be spread over a number of years, but a yearly grant will be necessary, 
and it. is the means for providing this for which we claim a hearing. 

lffinng the year there were lour recorded eases of ( lan 1 me steamers 
being compelled to sail without, full cargoes either to a void being neaped or 
because of being neaped, and it is also true that cargoe has gone past the 
port, because such could not Ik* accepted by the largest steamers of this 
steamship company for fear of navigation difficulties ; moreover, other steam- 
ships have met with similar troubles. 1 he numbers of larger draught ships 
are yearly on the increase, but since the provision of the first dredger in 
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1907, or eight years ago, no appliances for the deepening of the channel or 
for maintaining the existing depth have been provided. Further, as our one 
dredger has to proceed to Calcutta every year for overhauling and repairs, 
there is a period of some four or five months when nearly all the work of one 
year is liable to he wasted by fresh silt-forming. 

The Calcutta Dockyard authorities have also just informed us that about 
Us. 50, 000 is necessary for replacement of worn out parts of the dredger, ana 
also that tin* launch “ Gekho” will require a new hull at a cost of nearly l£ 
lakhs, which with the small grab dredger we are purchasing for Us. 7 r ».000. 
will require a sum more than our available balance. 

1 believe 1 am correct in saying that very large initial grants were 
provided b\ Government to the ports of Calcutta, Madras. Bombay. Karachi, 
and Rangoon in the early days when these ports were unable to raise loans 
to enable them to oiler tin* facilities necessary to accommodate the trade, 
which legitimately was bound to be handled at each port, but the Chittagong 
port is only partly yet so provided. I, therefore, only ask for a similar treatment, 
and, in fact, unless a grant is soon made, the Ocean trade is bound to have a 
set-back. It is a well-known fact that ports assist tin* development, of 
provinces, chiefly through the agency of railways, and as considerable sums 
have already been spent both on the port and on railway connections, is it 
not a pity to arrest such development by a failure to supply the funds which 
will eventually so amply repay the Government ? 

The representation 1 am making does not put forward any new Facts ; on 
the contrary, what l have said is well known to Your Excellency's Executive I, * * 4 
Council, and was also well known to the late Government of Eastern Bengal 
and Assam. The latter Administration naturally took a very great interest 
in the development of a port which was . so closely connected with the pro- 
gress of the province, and perhaps it is not known to Your Excellency that the 
arrangements for providing the second dredger had come to ahead just prior 
to the close of the Administration of the Eastern Bengal and Assam Gov- 
ernment, hut that, since the Chittagong port has come under the Government 
of Bengal, the r rovision of the dredger, the need of which we had thought as 
conclusively proved, has unfortunately been postponed. 

I, therefore, urge, my Lord, for an expression of opinion as to whether 
Your Government recognizes the possibilities for usefulness of this port as 
a means of development of the tract of country it should serve, as judging bv 
the want of practical assistance of late years we are almost reluctantly forced 
to fear we are considered of little importance ; further, if Your Excellency's 
Administration can undertake, in due course, the provision of the whole or a 
part of the funds requisite, nr failing the possibility of this, whether Your 
Excellency's Government will press our neeessity on the Government of 
India.” 

The Hnn’hle Mr. A. \V. (\ UIAPLIX said 
“My Lord. 

1 understand that 4J* lakhs have been allocated to the improvement of 
the Dooars Roads programme for expenditure during tin* current year, and 
1 desire, on behalf of the Dooars. to thank Government for this provision and 
for the progress made towards this important work in the past year. 1 
regret that it was not found possible to expend the full amount provided for in 
last year s Budget, but trust that this year, with the improved local organiza- 
tion that has recently been established, then' will be no difficulty in carrying 
out the full programme for which funds can be provided. 

While on the subject of communications, J trust your Excellency will 
permit me to draw the attention of Government to the inadequacy of railway 
communications in Northern and North-Eastern Bengal. iyow that the 
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Hardinge Bridge over the Ganges has been opened for traffic, what in moat 
urgently mjuired is an extension of the Eastern Bengal State Railway broad 
gauge to Siliguri. The present arrangement of transhipment of goods from 
the broad to the meter gauge at Santahar eannot adequately meet the require- 
ments of this immensely important district and the hardship involved by 
passengers, bound for 1 >arjeeling. t he Dooars and Assam, having to break 
gauge at midnight at Santahar. is so great as to merit the serious considera- 
tion of Government. The delay in the Postal Service since t lie opening of 
the Hardinge Bridge, of which no doubt Government are lully aware, is 
another reason for the extension of the broad gauge. An extension to 
Parbatipur Junction in the immediate future would greatly improve the train 
service both for goods and passengers, and I trust your Excellency's Govern- 
ment will, in tht* interests of this Province, represent t hese matters to the 
Bailway Board and to the Imperial Government. 

I would like also to draw the attention of Government to the very 
reasonable and temperate complaints made by tin* Darjeeling Planters of the 
interference with their labour caused by the recruitment of their tea-garden 
coolies lor police and other public purposes. During the A bor Expedition con- 
siderable numbers of transport coolies were, I believe, taken Irom the tea- 
gardens and much hardship to the heal tea industrv was thereby caused. 

I understand that the Bhutan Government, with the sanction of the Govern- 
ment of India, are about to lease out, laud for tea cultivation on their 
southern frontier east oftheSunkos river. II this is done, large numbers 
of Nepalese coolies from the Darjeeling and Doom's tea-gardens will 
undoubtedly be cut iced o\ er t o the newly-opened aiea. This is a question I 
submit for t he serious consideration of your Excellency's Government, as. 
unless something is done to protect their labour, recruited at great expense 
and difficulty, not only may the Darjeeling and Dooars tea industries be 
put to very great loss, but the revenue o| these districts ma\ also siilici 
by wholesale emigration of the nomad tribes who arc at present opening 
out and cultivating the land at the foot, of the hills m tin* Darjeeling and 
Jalpniguri districts. I therefore ask your Excellency s Government to 
take such steps as, may be necessary t.o protect these impirtant revenue- 
producing interests. 

Tin* Double BABE SERENDRA NATH BA NAIM 1 said 

“My Lord, tin* budget which we have to consider today is a war budget,, 
marked by contraction of revenue and curtailment of expenditure. The 
revenue was 'less by 21 lakhs of rupees than what we had anticipated, and 
the expenditure was less by He lakhs of rupees than what had been budgetted 
lor. There has been a large falling-off under some of the principal heads of 
revenue, for instance. Land Revenue. Stamps, Excise. Registration and even 
Irrigation, the last being due. as has been pointed out by the Hon hie the 
Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad. to the stoppage of traffic in jute over the 
canal area. My Lord, in consequence of the war. jute was very hard hit and 
it is the most important agricultural production of East and 1 may add <»f 
Northern Bengal, and it is not only tin* growers of jute who have had to 
suffer the most, but landlords, shop-keepers, money-lenders. I may say. all 
classes, all yanks had to participate in the pinch and the pn*ssim due to the 
war. It was much to be wi«dn*d that the authorities could see their way 
to finance the jute-growers at the tame of crisis, but that was not done. My 
Lord. I have no idea as to the forecast of the jute produce for next ve ir. but 
I am half afraid that the area of cultivation will be restricted and that rice 
will partly supplant jute. My Lord, but forth" war. the Brovineial Gontract 
would have been revised and the new contract would have come into 
operation from the 1st of April. But that has not been done and it is 
impossible to do it owing to the war. After the war the Contract will 
be revised, z^ul \ do hope and trust that it will be so settled that Bengal will 
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he a self-contained province able to stand upon her own legs, pity her own 
way, meet her growing requirements without the aid of those Imperial doles 
whieli, as Sir William Duke pointed out. is so disastrous to the stability of 
our finance. We must work up to fiscal autonomy and from that to pro- 
vincial autonomy which has been promised under the Despatch of the 25th 
August 1!U1. 

My Lord, I have already observed that there has been a decrease of 
< xpenditure in respect of certain items, mostly under education, tin* depart- 
ment in which we, the educated community, feel the deepest, interest. My 
4 Lord, tin? decrease has been Its. 85 lakhs. 1 am talking of the year 1JD4-15. 
The Education Budget provided for an expenditure 4 of Its. 1.43,15.000. but we 
were only able to spend 83 lakhs. In other words, 01 lakhs of the Budget 
provision were not spent. The whole amount of the unspent expenditure 
comes up to S3 lakhs. Thus it will be seen that nearly two-thirds of tin* 
total decrease of expenditure is under tin* head of "Education.” and one- 
third of I he money hudget.ted lor was not spent, under the same head. I 
desire t,o (rail the Ibn'bL the Din'd or of Public Instructions attention to 
some ol the items in the Education Budget. 1 invite his attention to page 
18 of the Budget. 1 find then — 

IK 

Uovernmcnt schools, goimrul revite*<| for L*14-15 ... 20,:>0,000 

budget estimate ... ... ... ... I],'. 1 >7,000 

or about, a half. 

i think that is a very big drop, and I should like to know from my 
Dou ble friend how he proposes to satisfy the n-quinments under thL head 
by a reduction so great. Then, again, umlm* grant s-in- aid — 

IK 

U»*\ isisl cst imam ... ... ... ... 

bidg i ... ... ... ... ... j.yno.ooo 

Is my Dou ble friend going to cut down the giants-m-aid to une-half t 
Lastly. 1 desiii' to trail Ins attention to the lump provision for hostels in 
Calcutta, budgeted for LD 1*15, Bs. 8.70,000. revised estimate mine. Thar 
meanstlnit nothing was spent undei that h(*ad m Dll-15. ] think lam right, 

my Lord, in that assumption. And in the budget. I find 8 lakhs of rupees. 
That means that 8 lakhs are to be spent in D1 5- Hi. Weil. I should like to 
have soiiii 1 informal ion in regard to that matter. Are the hostels, connected 
with some of the great private colleges, as they are called, jjoing to be com- 
pleted ? for instance, there is to he a hostel for tin* liipon College. one ba- 
the Metropolitan Institution and one for the City College. Tin* plans. I think, 
art' ready, tin* land has been acquired but not lung has yet been done, and 1 
am quite sure my Dou ble friend, J,he Director of Public Instruction, is at 
one with me in thinking that these hostels are a most important factor in 
the maintenance ol that discipline which we should like to see enforced 
among our hays. 

Then 1 come to the question of primary educat'd). On pa&y 53. 1 find 
that under the head of primary education — 

IK 

Upper Primary school- ... ... ... Nothing, ami 

Lower Primary schools ... ... ... 2,800 

I presume that the gram for primary schools is really indicated in the 
grant made to the District Hoards in support of local schools. I find that 
the Budget estimate for DI5-1G is fixed at Ks. l\8S.(K>0. No iv. my Lord 



191&.J The Budget. 29“ 

B<ihu S. X. Banerjt. 

from year to year, there has been a sensible increase under this important 
head. We have got the actuals of 1911-12. 1912-13, 1913-14 and 19N-lf>. 
five lakhs for 1911-12, Us. Il.b4.000 for 1912-13, Ks. 13.00,000 for 1913-14, 
and Ks. 2.H8.000 for 19 1 .V Hi. I d«» think that some sort of explanation is 
required m regard to this matter. I desire to express onre again the 
earnest hope that my Ilwn Me friend will soon he ready with his scheme 
for the spread of prouary education. The demands of the public require to 
be satisfied in regard to this important matter. In regard to education 
and sanitation, being the two considerations, in which we, the educated 
community, feel the deepest v interest, 1 have again to repent the old 
complaint that the administ rat ive machinery moves very slowly. You have 
got a Sanitary Hoard here presided over l»v the lion hie Mr. ( *. ,1. 

Stevenson-Moore. amt on which there arc some unit-official Indian members* 
but we have no knowledge of its proceedings. They are involved in 
absolute secrecy. The Sanitary H »ard is not a diplomatic body in regard 
to which secrecy is necessary. Its proceedings ought to see the light 
of publicity In their absence the general public seems to have a sort of 
notion that nothing has been done. My Lord, there is a persistent rumour 
that h scheme of water-supply is under preparation extending from Ihirnagore 
to Xaihati. W ill my Hon hle friend in charge of the department take u- 
into his confidence, open to us the gates of his prison-house, and let le 
know the secrets? I am quite sure if there is to be such a scheme that it 
will meet with the uiM luted support and co-operation of the people of the 
2 l-Parganas. who arc prepared to submit t o a little taxal ion for that purpose 
if they can got a good supply ol water. 

Passing from Kdticat ion and Sanitation. I conn* to the Police. My Lord. 

I can only reiterate the old complaint which I made hut last \ear that expen- 
diture under tins head is growing by leaps and bounds, but the improvei.ieir 
m the efficiency do'*s not correspond with the increased expenditure. And 
I find tlmi the Kuropean community shares the same feeling. The Staffsmatt. 

I take it., i., an exponent of Kuropean opinion, and in a recent article tlii^ is 
what the St 'tfesf/nr n says : — “The Kiiropcans have the same prejudice and 
never uiiploy tile police ii t lle\ can avoid the necessity ol seeking t lien* aid. 
There seems to bo a sort of general distrust, and it is a ma’ter of the first 
importance that it should bo removed. Mv I lon’hle friend, t he Maharaja of 
Ihtrdwan. who is not here to-day in his place, suggested a commission to 
inquire into the matter. I do not know whether such a commission will 
lead to any useful and practical result, hut 1 do know that wlur is wanted 
is a modicum of trust. Idle Police should trust us. and if they do so. I 
guarantee, my Lord, that we shall reciprocate t heir c uifideiieo with compound 
interest. That ts human nature. Hut if you mistrust us. if you look upon us 
ns so many suspects, we shall reciprocate the compliment jii the same 
wa\ . You will never eominun I our trust iiiib^s you trust u* — that is tie 
secret of successful and beneficent, administration. My Lord, with 
reference to tie* Police expenditure. I lin i that a sum of Hs. Ih.ooo 
has been budget! ed for the re-organisation of the River Police. I am in entire 
sympathy with that measure, and I do hope that a portion of the money 
will be spent on st eain-launele s for patrolling the river Hughli both banks 
of which have been exp >sed t > dacoitics. 

My Lord, I desire once again to repeat what was urged last Mine. viz., 
that the pay of the last grade of Munsifs should be increased. It is Rs. 200 
now. There wan a budget provision to the extent of Rs. 21.000 for raising 
their pay to Ks. 2u0, hut nothing. I submit, has been done in the course of the 
year, and the provision has not been renewed. Now. my Lord, it seeing to un- 
to be very bard that when highly-paid members of tie* Indian Oivil Service 
and of the Superior Police S -rvic.* are allowed compensation allowance 
a relief for block in promotion, that this deserving class of public servants 
9 should not gi t their just dm**. My Lord. Government stand pledged to 
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the amelioration of their position, and the pledge, should not long remain 
unredeemed. 

My Lord, there is one item in the Budget — I need not quote it — in which 
a provision has been made for the repair of a ferry ghat at Baduria. I take 
it that the proceeds are appropriated by the Provincial Exchequer. Against 
that I record my emphatic protest. From time to time — in fact, it is a 
general part of the Government’s policy — you are making advances to local 
bodies in order to enable them to carry out improvements, and now you take 
away local funds, you divert local resources from their legitimate purpose's 
and make them a part of the provincial funds. Local funds belong to local 
bodies, and 1 protest against the policy that withdraws these funds from 
the local bodies and makes them part and parcel of provincial funds. [ speak 
with some amount of warmth as I have practical experience of a thing of 
this kind in connection with tin* North Barrackpur ^Municipality. 1 am 
Chairman of the North Barrackpur Municipality, we have within its jurisdic- 
tion the Kanaidham Ferry Ghat. The ferry yields a annual revenue of 
Its. 3,600. half of which goes to the Serampur Municipality and the other 
half is appropriated by the Provincial Government. We get nothing out of 
this arrangement, although we are compelled to repair the roads and the 
approaches to the Ferry. I think this is unfair. 

Lastly, I desire to call your Lordship s attention to the attitude of the 
Indian public with regard to the publication of the report of the Administra- 
tion Committee. I think 1 voice the unanimous opinion of my countrymen 
when I say that the publication of that report has been received with a sense 
of profound disapprobation. It has revived the memories of a controversy 
which we have resolved to bury in utter oblivion ” 

The Hon’ble Mk. GUMMING, interrupting, said : — 

“ My Lord, I rise to a point of order. My Lord, is rot this point 
irrelevant to a discussion on the Budget ?” 

HIS EXCELLENCY THE PRESIDENT said 

“ 1 confess 1 do not see any relevancy. Unless the llon’ble Member 
can make his remarks relevant to some item in the Budget before us, he is 
out of order.” 

The Hon’ble BABU SURENDRA NATH BANARJI said 

4 ‘ My Lord, may I finish my remark with reference to this particular 
matter ?” 


HIS EXCELLENCY THE PRESIDENT said 

“ Yes, but you must try to make it relevant.” 

The Hon’ble BABU SURENDRA NATH BANARJI said 

'‘My Lord, I will try, and in two minutes time 1 hope l shall finish. 
The Report has condemned upon what evidence 1 know not our system of 
secondary education which despite its delects lias on the whole produced 
splendid results. It has passed unmerited reflections upon one of the 
greatest names in modern Bengal and in terms which have been resented by 
his followers, who are to be counted by thousands, and by his countrymen, by 
whom he is regarded as one of the most illustrious men of his age. 1 trust 
that when your Excellency’s Government will proceed to record a resolution 
on this Report they will consult the public bodies upon the vital issues which 
it has raised. ( 
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The Hon’ble RAJA HKISHIKE8H LAHA said 

•‘Yoitk Excellency, 

J he Budget for 15415-16 presents no remarkable feature ns the hands 
of tiie Provincial Government have been tied hy the instructions of the 
Government of India that the Provincial receipts should cover all expendi- 
tures leaving the balances intact. The closing balance for BJll-15 u 
Hs. ±81,31.000, out of which Rs. 2.20.62,000 have been earmarked for 
Education, Sanitation, etc., which unhappily cannot be used for the purpose for 
which they are intended. There is a free balance of Rs. 20, -4 7,000, which 
does not go Inr enough to meet the urgent requirements of the Province. 
There are, however, some new schemes which art* proposed to be taken in 
hand, the most important of which are the increase in the reinforcement of 
the Presidency Police and the establishment of new police-stations in the 
mufassal. In the present circumstances of tin* country, when dacoities are 
rampant everywhere and life and properly have become insecure. I should 
have been very glad if iurther provisions could have been made for increas- 
ing the present force of the Presidency Police, which falls far short of the 
requirements oi the town There appeals to be a shortage in the number of 
constables, and it is desirable that Government should consider the question 
of strengthening the present force even by increasing the pay. 

In tin* detailed remarks on the budget it will be observed that an 
estimate of Rs. 17,512.000 has been made for the recovery of Survey and 
Settlement charges, but owing to the general dislocation of trad** caused by 
lb** war and a considerable fall in the price of jute and the partial failure of 
paddy crops in many parts of Bengal the position of both the zamiiidars and 
the cultivators lias become anything but satisfactory. The former arc doing 
their best to meet all the Government demands, but they have to do so at a 
considerable sacrifice, their collections being much below the normal. In the 
circumstances it would be considered a boon both by the zaimndars and the 
cultivating classes if the Survey and Settlement operations are suspended for 
at least a year, that is. so long as the war lasts and t ilings do not return to 
their normal condition. It appears from the Resolution published in the 
Calcutta Gazette of 24th February, 15415, that over 3.500 square miles wore 
surveyed in 15413 and over 3,4)00 square miles in 15414. and if we calculate the 
expenditure at the standard rate, namely, Rs. 1,000 per square mile The 
Bengal Administration Report of 154ll-12\ then the cost ranges between 35 
and 36 lakhs of rupees a year, three-fourths of which have to he paid hy the 
zamiiidars and the tenants. Moreover, the zaimndars have to maintain a 
special staff to look alter the Survey and Settlement operations, and the raiyats 
to attend personally at the sacrifice of their own business and to incur inci- 
dental costs for travelling and other matters, which come up to a large 
round sum. Their troubles do not end here ; they have also to incur expenses 
for fighting out cases under sections 105 and 1 ( )6 of the Bengal Tenancy 
Act ^Act \ I J I ol 1885, after tin* final publication of the Reoord-ol-Rights. 
Taking all these facts into consideration, their total yearly e,\|>eiisrs would 
•come to a round sum of about 50 lakhs, which they can ill afford to pay m 
such a hard time as this. 1 believe I have mad* 1 out a good case for suspen- 
sion, and 1 do not think it will affect the Government much if tin* recoveries 
arc kept in Abeyance for a year only, or so much of tin* Survey and Settlement 
operations, which are not expected to be finished before I5»32 be suspended. 
I hope my suggestion will receive dm* consideration. 

As regards Excise. I have to offer a few remarks. It will be noticed that 
duties and license- fees on country spirit and toddy and generally on other 
excisable articles have been considerably raised since lit 1 3, no doubt with 
the laudable object, of decreasin'/ their consumption. The estimated receipts 
under this head for the current year have been placed at Rs. 1,60,00,000 as 
against th. | revised estimate of Rs. 1.55.00.000 of the last year and 
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Rs. 1,53,88,578 of 1913. The treasury price of opium would be raised to 
Uh. 40 per seer and the duty on ganja from Iis. 15 to Rs. 20. Other means 
also, as abolition of considerable number of shops and restricted hours of 
sale, have been adopted with that view. But it appears from the speech of 
my I babble friend Mr. Stephenson, while introducing the budget heads 
relating to the Excise Department, that the increase or decrease in the 
consumption of country spirit and gntja and other excisable articles depend 
more upon agricultural prosperity or otherwise than upon the restrictive 
measures adopted for temperance purposes That being so. it would be 
obviously unjust to those consumers, especially the various hill-tribes who 
from their manners, habits and customs are addicted to country spirits, 
toddy, etc., which have become as it were a part of their necessaries of life, 
to continue the enhanced duties imposed on them with a view to reduce 
their consumption, but which have manifestly failed to achieve their end. 
Moreover, these people have such hankering after these intoxicating liquors 
that they would not feel the slightest scruple to drink, however high the 
duties may he raised, though their wives and children may go without food. 
;n«e duties therefore should he so regulated, making allowance for human 
frailties, that their wiws ami children should not he deprived of their food.” 

The 1 bubble M A I LY I A K. FAZ-CL-IIAQ said 

“ My laird, we meet to-day foi our annual discussion of the Provincial 
Budget under extremely exceptional circumstances. While the crisis 
through which the Empire is passing has imposed on us a solemn duty to 
temper our remarks with prudence and moderat ion, yet I feel that tin’ voice 
of criticism cannot be wholly hushed, if we are to discharge our duties not 
only to our community but also to your Excellence 's ( loverninent. 1 therefore 
propose to oiler a lew remarks on the Budget allotment s and the < Jovenmient 
policy ‘regarding the expenditure from Provincial Funds on matters affecting 
the education of Muhammadans in this Presidency. 

My Lord, it is now two years almost to a day that I raised my voire in 
this Council as a protest against the policy of doling out fit lul allotments in 
the Budget in furtherance oi hailing and half-hearted schemes for the 
advancement of Muhammadan education in Bengal. 1 tried to impress on 
your Excellency's (Iovernment that the minds of the Muhammadans had Lmui 
seriously unsettled by the annulment ol the Part it ion. and that < iovernment 
was in honour bound to make adequate amends for the grievous wrong indicted 
by that measure on a loyal and unsuspecting community. I pointed out that 
the least that your Excellence's (Iovernment could do was to continue the 
vigilant care which the Eastern Bengal officials used to bestow on scheme- 
tending to further Muhammadan education, and to place such schemes in the 
forefront of all measures which your Excellency's (i >vrrnment thought lit to 
finance Irom Provincial Funds. As special (rases. I emphasized the urgent 
necessity for M u hammadan hoys of a well-equipped Arts College in Calcutta 
together with adequate hostel nevommodaf ion in all the education centres, 
and more particularly a hostel for college students in the vicinity of College 
Square in this city. These proposals have since then run the gauntlet of 
official criticism and public comment, and the voice of the community has 
all along been approvingly raised in their support at all the Muhammadan 
Educational Conferences in this Presidency. But. unfortunately, in spite of 
all our earnest efforts the lapse of full two years lias not brought about any 
improvement in the situation, nor afforded the Muhammadan boys the least 
relief in their struggles to avail themselves of the benefits of English 
Education. 1 have not the least doubt that the history of the previous years 
will again repeat itself, and that this year also the stringent rules of admission 
into colleges, coupled with the utter absence of suitable or adequate hostel 
accommodation will mark the close of the career of hundreds of Muhammadan 
students all over the Presidency. i 
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My Lord, it was in April lHl‘i that the Government of Fodia issued its 
well-known circular to Provincial Governments, emphasising |he importance 
and the necessity of paying particular attention to tin' various problems 
* affecting the education of the Muhammadan community. As a full and careful 
k statement ol tin* case for tin* Muhammadan community tin* document was 
admirable enough, but in its practical application it lias remained a veritable 
dead letter. I cannot fora moment conceive how, when once the neeessitv 
for a certain measure is realised, Government should feel any difficulty in 
taking suitable steps to put their resolve into action. 1 am prepared to admit 
that the wheels of the Government machine an* ponderously slow, but that is 
no reason why they should In* so slow, as for all practical purposes, not to be 
moving at all. Lot us take for instance the case of the Muhammadan Arts 
(College and the hostel for Muhammadan slutents in College Square in t his 
c'ty. It was in 1!U.'5 that a not ilication was published in the Calcutta Cazcttc 
about the acquisition ol a plot of land for the Arts College in Wellesley 
Square. Hut beyond that mere paper notification nothing has yet been 
done, and the ground is still lying in the same vacant condition with not a 
spadeful of sand having been turned during these two years. The officials 
concerned may console themselves that they have some mysteriously 
convincing explanation for all this delay, Tut tin* Muhammadan community 
feel convinced that the real cause for all this lethargy lies m the utter 
indifference with which the officials an* wont to treat the claims of the 
Muhammadan community. In tin ease of the hostel in (’ollege Square, the 
officials have gone one better, feu* not one single step has yet been taken to 
indicate that the Government have the least intention to afford the Muham- 
madan students any relief m this matter. 

My Lord, tin* eases ol the Arts ('ollege or the hostel in College Square are 
not the solitary instances in which Muhammadan claims. e\ en of a pressing 
character, have been conveniently brushed aside so as ultimately to pass out of 
consideration altogether. I can mention scores of instances to illustrate what 
1 mean, hut for paucity of time I will only quote t wo eases in point, llon ble 
Members are aware that when early in Ibl.'l the question of horU.cl accommo- 
dation for Muhammadan students was forcibly pressed on t he ( Government . 
we were assured that a sum of Rs. 01,000 had been set apart for the extension 
of the Baker and Elliott Hostels. Resolution after resolution was moved in 
this Council, and interpellation after interpellation was pul to draw' the 
pointed attention of Government to the urgency of hostel accommodation 
for Muhammadan students, and at the end of each discussion or answer. 
•Government* used to tell us that a sum of Rs. 1)1,000 had been set apart for 
the extension of the two hostels. I hope I will not cause any surprise in this 
Council were I to declare that the sum of Rs. HI, 000 still exists in its 
integrity, that not a pice out of this amount lias been thought fit to he spent 
and that not a brick lias yet been added to either of the two institutions. 
The other case that I wanted to cite comes from ’Kajshahi. Soon after I he 
partition, tin* Muhammadans of that town urged upon the Government the 
necessity for a Munamrnadan hostel and asked for an allotment from 
Provincial Revenues. After some discussion and negotiation, it was settled 
that the Muhammadan community should supply the land and a portion of 
tin* cost of tin* building, and the Government would pay the balance of 
the cost. The Eastern Bengal Government never allowed the eases of 
Muhammadan hostels to be shelved on any account, and within a short time 
of its first inception, the hostel was completed and thrown open for the 
occupation of students. Then a very strange thing happened. The hostel 
was named “The Fuller IT^tel” after Sir Bampfyldc Fuller, and as if to 
be in keeping with Sir Bampfyhle s unfinished reign, the authorities thought 
that the building should b.» left slightly incomplete. They accordingly 
allowed the floor of the dining-hall to remain kuteba. The community at 
once protested and the matter was referred to the Principal of the Kajshahi 



$02 The Budget. [6 th Avhil. 

Maulvi A. K. Faz-ul-Hnq. 

College for report. Since then, although the Muhammadan community have 
sent lip numerous representations and petitions during six full yeajwi. neither 
the Principal of the College nor the higher authorities have shown any desire 
within the last six years to do anything in the matter. I leave it to your 
Excellency's Government to consider what justification there can possibly be 
for neglecting for six years to repair the floor of a hall, only about 400 yards 
in area, especially when the matter itself is of some urgency and has been 
repeatedly brought to the notice of the authorities. Gan indifference. 1 ask, 
go further than this ? 

My Lord, there remains for me to sav a few words on the quest ion of hostel 
accommodation for Muhammadan students oj the l Diversity Law Gollege. 
There are at present about two hundred of these students, and the only 
accommodation that exists for them in Calcutta is confined to a few precarious 
seats in a stuffy house at No. 2. Mirzapore Street. When it was decided 
to build a hostel lor the Law students of the University College, the 
University contributed over 3 lakhs of rupees and t lie < fovenmieiit contributed 
an equal amount for the erection of a suitable building for the hostel. The 
result has been the five-storied building named the Hardiuge Hostel 
situated by the side of the University Law College, with accommodation, on 
even the most liberal scale, for nearly two hundred students. Kwr since t lie 
erection of the hostel, more than 10 per cent, of tin 4 seats remain unoccupied 
and yet no M uliammadan student is allowed to have a seat in tlm hostel. 
There can he no objection to have the hostel reserved for Hindu students, 
but the Muhammadan students have an equal claim on the l nix ersity and 
Provincial Funds and it would bean act. of ban* justice to them to build lor 
them, if not an equally gorgeous, at least an equally commodious hostel. 

Mv Lord, I do not wish to multiply instances. If I ha\e ventured to 
trouble this Council oner again with the very same matters which 1 had dealt 
with in the discussion of the previous Budgets. 1 have done v, , (Vom an 
overpowering sense of duty. It is always an unpleasant task to lia\r to 
perform the part of a critic, still more unpleasant to ha\e to dwell on the 
very same theme year after year. But the responsihilit irs of office must be 
faced, and the very seat I occupy in this Council can only be justified by my 
readiness to place the views of my country and community Indy and 
faithfully before your Excellency's Government. I have never hern an 
alarmist at any time of my life, and 1 represent a community whose loyalty 
has always been above comment or cavil. It should l here ! oiv be a matter 
for some consideration by your Excellency s Government that to-day. while 
approaching the close of my term in this Council. 1 feel compelled In record 
my deliberate opinion that Muhammadan interests have not been receiving 
due and adequate consideration at the hands of Government . The annulment 
of t,he Partition gave a rude shock to Moslem I relinks and tit I n I efforts were 
for some time made by officials to conciliate Muhammadan opinion. The 
result was the Caeca University — a doubtful boon, for which we are still 
making provisions in the Budget. This is neither tin* place imr the 
occasion to dwell on the various other causes which have sine ‘ convulsed 
our community, but it is enough that the accumulated result of all this 
fortuitous concourse o{ circumstances has been to leave the munis ol my 
community m a disturbed state. On the top of all this came the repeated 
disappointments of my community in securing even the scantiest recognition 
from Government in furtherance of practical schemes for the development of 
M uhainmadan education. 

My Lord. I have just been supplied with answers to ail interpellation of 
mine which shew the total expenditure on hostels for the last three years, 
with separate* figures for sums spent on Muhammadan hostels. I am told 
that hi 1912-13 the total expenditure was about five and a half lakhs, 
Muhammadan hostels accounting for Rs. f>8 thousand ; in 1913-14 the 
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total expenditure was about five lakhs, Muhammadan hostels f>5 thousand ; 
and 1914-15 the total was eight, lakhs of which only about Us. 8t> thousand 
had been spent on Muhammadan Hostels, t 'oinment on these figures seem* 
unnecessary. 1 will perhaps be told that a committee lor advising* on 
Muhammadan education has been appointed and been sitting and t government 
areawaiting their report before taking any steps in matters which may 
possibly form the subject of discussion in the committee, llut the committee 
was appointed only late last year and even Indore that ( b»\ eminent had not 
given any indications that they had been making the problms of 
Muhammadan education a matter of much concern. Besides, the case for 
a Muhammadan Arts college or a hostel in College Square has always been 
above controversy, and one at least of those schemes could have been taken 
up without prejudice to the deliberations of the committee. But t i<i\ eminent 
preferred to procrastinate e\en in matters oi such grave moment, with the 
result that the war has now broken out and is putting such a strain on the 
resources of t lie Kmpuv that \«<ur K.wlleney had to declare at the Madrassah 
; he other day t hat these schemes on whirl) we had so much set our heart 
must be indefinitely postponed. It will be alter all. as lias always been m the 
;ast. that the Muhammadan community will sutler. 

My Lord. I loci bound to tell your Kxoelleiicy s < iiov eminent that the 
popular impression is that you look upon the Muhammadan eoininuuity us a 
negligible quantity and always try to ignore it in \our administrative 
calculations. Keeeiit events 1 i;i v« • convinced me that I hr popular estimate of 
4 In real attitude of ( lovernmeiit towards our community is lai from being 
•ncorreet. 1 do not mind telling in\ official frnmds in this t'oiineil that the 
one great weakness in the British character is its readiness lo yield to those 
w iio sir Hit the loudest and to ignore those who confide in flu sense of 
aisfjee mid equity and the sturdy conscience ol the British race. Herein 
hes the real explanation of the f Jovernmciit attitude towards I lie 
Mulutiumadan community. Me are being ignored, because we have not 
yot made our existence 111. Klwe. Innv is it I ask. that oven the 
urgent needs oi our eotninunily are being subordinated to numerous other 
matters .about wind) expenditure had to be incurred in the teeth oj eoiitro- 
vrsy ? How is it t hat lakhs are being spent in such doubt ltd schemes as t he 
f ollege in Hastings House, while tin* M u hanmiadan Arts f'ollege is bring 
slowly consigned to the limbo oi oblivion. How is it- that thousands ol 
rupees are forthcoming foi t he acquisition ol Barga lands at Bajslialn in the 
teeth of the most, violent opposition by the Muhammadan community. while 
‘he repair of t,lie door of the dining hall in fuller Hostel has been hold back 
lor over six years, although tlm cost would not have been more th.au a few 
hundred rupees ? Mv Lord, t he annulment of the Partition has itsrll left a 
wound which even time may not heal, bill there havo been alter grids which 
have a Hooted us more deeply .and will perhaps leave scars which nothing can 
i tfa<v from the minds ol tin* eoimnunitv. 

My Lord, J wash it to he distinctly understood that, in all my comments on 
(Government policy, I do not wish to rdleel on the Hon Lie Mr. Hornell or his 
mellmds ol ,'ldinimst ration of tin* Lducation department. On t he contrary, 
the entire community fully appreciates the zeal and energy with which he has 
approached many a question affecting Muhammadan education, and I cannot 
personally withhold my tribute of grateful thanks to him and his worthy 
assistant Mr. Taylor, for all that they have done for the spread ol 
Muhammadan education in Bengal. If our community has any grievances 
it is certainly not owing to the Hon ’hie Mr. Hornell or to Mr. Taylor that 
tilings are unsatisfactory, and it is only due to them that 1 should publicly 
acknowledge their services on behalf of our community.” 



[6th April. 


JO I The Budget. 

Dr. Sarhadhikari . 

The Hon’ble Dr. DEBA PRASAD SARHADHIKARI said 
4 My Lord, 

A notable feature of the Bengal Budget has for some time been the 
ievelopment under the heading Education. When 1 joined the Council in 
1908.1 congratulated the Council and the Government upon the rise of our 
•ducational outlay from 26 lakhs in 1902-03 to 42^ lakhs in the revised 
■stimate for 1908. Taking local contributions into account the figure then stood 
it 61 lakhs. The Province then consisted of Bengal as it now is and Bihar 
ind Orissa. The figure stood at over 61 lakhs in 1911, leaving out of 
:;onsid(*raticn, I believe, local contributions. It rose to over 73 lakhs in 
1912, to over 81 lakhs in 1913, to over 85 lakhs in 1914, and this year 
we have the striking figure of a crore, five lakhs and 62 thousand not to 
speak of the much higher figure that was ultimately reduced as shown 
in page 18 of the Budget. This does not take into account, if I gather 
aright, local contributions and, if my belief be correct, the advance from 42 
lakhs in 1908 to this year’s figure of near upon a cron* and six lakhs 
is indeed a matter ol congratulation. I do not believe in money being 

spent, on ill-matured schemes lor the sake of spending. Fully sharing 
the 11 on hie Babu Sureiidra Nath I latter ji’s regret that all that was budgeted 
for last year could not be spent in tin* absence of matured and accepted 
working schemes, one must admit that the figure of actuals last year would 
appear to bo all the more striking when one considers that Bihar and 

Orissa, under a separate Government, arc separately provided for and tin* 

present figure is for Bengal proper alone. Bengal can therefore little 
complain that the Government have been unmindful of its educational 
requirements. Our requirements are no doubt larger and will be much 
larger iti the near future. When the clouds roll by and tin* unspent 

balance that this year cannot he touched is once more available under more 
favourable auspices, we hope to he in a better position. Tin' figures of 
this lump expenditure an* given under suitable headings at page 18 of the 
Budget, and though an appreciable amount of this sum still continues 
to be employed for purposes that an ascetic educationist will hardly admit to 
hr strictly educational. I must acknowledge t bat tin* llonble .Mr. Hornell 
has so far adhered to tin* pledge given hy his predecessor that inspection 
charges which had attained what the department considered as the 
maximum should no further be increased. For this year these charges 
are actually less than tin* figures of 1911. and tin* direction charges are 
less than tin* figures oi 1911 and 1914. It would be foolish to underestimate 
the value of direction and inspection in tin* field of education, but one 
naturally likes to see proportionally much more spent on t he inspect able com- 
modity than 'on inspection. Mon* schools and colleges, better schools and 
colleges, more and better paid teachers and professors an* a greater desiderata 
than expanded inspection and direction, and fora time admittedly then* was 
an undue tendency towards the abnormal growth of inspection and direction 
charges which a timely and strong protest in this Council helped in cur- 
tailing. 

Figures under the heading “ University ” an* less than those of 1912-13- 
14, though the requirements are considerably in advance*, and those interested 
in University (‘ducat ion under alien'd conditions must haw an anxious 
time of it till better provisions for increasing requirements can Ik* made. 
The expenditure in Government colleges again is not much in advance 
of tin* last year's figures, and there are reasons to apprehend that unless 
the current years figure ol 9 lakhs and 12 thousand can by readjustment be 
appreciably increased, it would not be possible for many of tht* Government 
colleges to have their fair share of miieli-and long-needed improvements. 

1 should like to associate myself thoroughly with Hon’ble Moulvi Faz-ul- 
Haq in his appeal for a college and a hostel for Muhammadans. I have 
consistcnly advocated generous expenditure on Muhammadan , education ever 
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*ince I have been cm the* Council ami I cannot say that nearly enough has 
been done in this direction. Regarding my friend’s complaints about Muham- 
madan law students, all that we can say is that all the law students in the 
University Law College whether Hindoos or Muhammadans can never he 
adequately provided for. The Law < Yd lege students nuinher over lUK)0 of 
whom only lot) can he lodged in the Hardinge Hostel and a few more hi 
ordinary messes. Most of them will have to he in “stuffy messes’* for a 
long time and even when hostels for all come, it is t«» ho hoped that the 
hostels will he fairly in keeping with the conditions under which our average 
Students live. I do not hoheve in “gorgeous" hostels Ami it is doubtful 
whether we can ever maintain hostels even in an unsatisfactory way lor 
all who require them. Hut 1 do recognise t he urgent .need of a Musalman 
non-collegiate hostel in the neighbourhood of College Square for students of 
various colleges about it. I hope one will soon come. I would welcome a 
Carmichael Hostel where our Muhammadan students can he located. In the 
meantime we in the University shall try to see how present arrangements cm 
he improved. 

It is keenly felt in many quarters that our colleges should have their 
clues hare of M.A. teaching, so that tin* University maybe relieved ol much 
that it has to do in this direction under existing conditions. Though public 
attention has been called pointedly to this matter several times during idle 
past few months, there seems to he little tendency on the part of the 
authorities to move in the direction indicated. Solar it is the Presidency 
College and the Dacca College among the Government colleges that take 
any share in M.A. teaching, and 1 am glad to say that during the past 
ft * w months their field of work in this direction has to a certain extent 
been enlarged. Both those colleges get all the students that they can or 
care to accommodate. The Gauhati College, thanks to Sir Archdale harle’s 
enlightened policy, has just begun taking some share, and one private 
college, the Scottish ( bundles College, also takes some share. Judged 
by results, undergraduate and graduate teaching also in the Govern- 
ment colleges require considerable general strengthening, and the pay 
and prospects of our professors in the Subordinate Ldueatioual Service 
require anxious and careful handling as early as possible. I shall not 
now refer to the various questions in this connection that 1 have 
raised in the Council from time to time, for we have been assured that they 
are tinder the consideration of your Kxeelloney’s Government and nothing can 
he done for the present. But there is one aspect ol their ease, to which I may 
he permitted to make a passing reference. Under tin* system — il it he one 
the merits <71 which I have not been able to clearly understand a Science 
professor, who is a professor in one college, hy being transferred to another, 
becomes immediately either a Lecturer or Demonstrator, as the ease may he, 
or even an assistant to other professors, and some are supposed to he glorified 
bottle-washers. A person so transferred is. however, a Lecturer ora Pro- 
fessor to all intents and purposes and in many eases as good a Lecturer or 
professor as any. But he is allowed no adequately responsible or reeogmy.nd 
place m the college staff. And this state of things leads to too much hcart- 
Imrnitig. and makes for inefficiency. Without much investment of money a 
state of jx-ace and progress may he c ns tired by reasonable readjustment ol ideas. 

The Syndicate of the University has recently appointed a College Com- 
mittee and a School Committee to consider what progress has been recently 
achieved and what remains to he done. These committees are still at work ; 
but from materials that have conn; in so far as well as from annual inspection 
reports one cannot help being struck with the improvement that has been 
achieved with the limited resources of these institutions, and tne whole question 
is one of money if further improvement is to be attained. W h i It* we are wait- 
ing for our systems and policies, and hanging up our balances till for some 
reason or another they cease to be available, the institutions concerned must 
•considerably^ suffer if not altogether starve. 
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I welcome the Hastings House School Scheme, though much has been 
said against it outside this Council and just now in the Council. It 
is neither eddying nor reassuring that Oovermnent of India grants, 
that are fairly generous should not he spent because of want of matured 
schemes. Those who know and appreciate the wants cannot take long 
to mature working schemes though possibly they may not be the last words 
on the subject. In the domains of education the last words will not long be 
said, if ever. If the Hastings House School comes early, and does its work 
well, il will enable us Inwc what a model school according to ad vanced ideas 
would be like, what it will cost and what its possibilities are and how 
far other schools can be brought into a line without like resources. The 
Hindu School and the Hare School, in which many of us used to take 
and still take much interest, are, according, to some, anything but model 
schools, for which reason, if for no other the lessons of the Hastings 
School project will be awaited with interest, nay, anxiety. The University is 
insisting on higher school ideals wherever possible, and 17 schools are already 
under notice of disaililiat ion. It must la* admitted that if the rules were 
vigorously and strictly enforced, many more would have to eotne under notice 
immediately ; but popular educational demand cannot be met in that way, and 
in some places even indifferent schools would be better than no school at all. 

( ) it r 1 >i visional and Additional Inspectors and t heir Oeput ies and Assist* 
ants, whom 1 take this opportunity of publicly thanking for the great 
service that they do to the University in this behalf, bring to light laets 
that make us extremely sad that means of improvements should Im* lark- 
ing so much. 1 am glad, as 1 am sure the lion hit- Mr. Horned will 
be, that they do not hesitate to bring to notice defects of tie* (iovernment 
schools, which, in some instances, take quite as long, if n >t longer, to rectify 
as some private' schools. 

I now turn to a more' helpful and hopeful feature* of the* Kducational 
Budget, and rt'fer with gratitude* teethe Hosted (irants of 10 lakhs of rupees that 
II is Excellency the Chancellor was pleased to announce at the* Town Hall 
Convocation of the University. I hope* now our colleges, that have* long 
l>t*e*n waiting for the ir hostels. will have* appreciable assistance*. Some 
years ago Sir Edward Baker was pleased to appoint a committee, of 
which 1 happened to be a member, to draw up a scheme for providing 
our private colleges with hostels, and the* Hon’hle Mr. Kuehler and 
myself went all over the* town, inspected bast is. framed schemes, dre*w 
up estimate's with the* Hon hie Mr. Slaeke, as our President, and wo 
ended in doing nothing. That was many years ago. Our idea was, and 
my idea still is. to take* up some of the* insanitary hack bast is . which 
wouhl be comparatively inexpensive to acquire, fairly close* to the 
colleges, and build up a system of hostels that would he the* beginning of 
real corporate University* life in Calcutta. 1 forget the* exact amount that 
was supposed t< > be' at our disposal them, and I believe it was something 
like' 5 or (> lakhs. Them came the* grants mentioned at page 8 of the 
budget. — 8 lakhs and 70 thousand as it is shown there — but which I believed 
was 10 lakhs. The City College, the* Hipon College, the Metropolitan 
College, the Bangabasi College, and I forget what other colleges, were 
invited to participate. Some moved in the matter in right earnest and 
made* an appreciable advance, even to the extent of acquiring land. The 
University was not consulted in the matter and does not know how matters 
exactly stand. But some of the colleges complain that, though their schemes 
have been ready and they could begin work at once, they could not and 
cannot do so for want of the assistance that they expected. I have tried to 
get information as to what actual sum is included in the unspent balance 
originally earmarked for hostel purposes, and whether it be 8 lakhs 70 
thousand or 10 lakhs and more, taking into account the gram made earlier, 
we take it all, this would he available for the same purposes, wlnfti the present 
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troubles pass away and when wv an- five to touch the balance. Including this 
year’s grant of 10 lakhs near upon ~5 lakhs should he to the* credit of 
Calcutta hostels. 

Connected with this aspect of student life. J would like to refer to the 
Urgent need of a student infirmary in Calcutta — a need that has been pressed 
very much upon us in connection with the recent outbreak of small-pox 
epidemic in Calcutta. 

We are thankful that substantial provision has been made lor the 
Belgachia Hospital, and means will soon be found for providing Bengal with 
a second affiliated Medical Instihition. and turning out more highly qualified 
doctors than we are able at pn sent to do. Establishment of the Stall* Faculty 
of Medicine, to which reference has been made in the Budget will help in 
bringing into existence an intermediate ('lass oi medical practitioners, who 
art* likely to be very useful to the country. This year Hon hie Members who 
did not want free advertisement lor their pel schemes o| t ho kind alluded 
to by the Uon’hle Mr. Stephenson m connection with the lion ble Bay Ba ilia 
Charan Pal Bahadur's sporting Budget resolutions studiously refrained from 
troubling the Council with needless motions, the resolution, however, of 
which notice had been given by an llon’ble Member, but which was dis- 
allowed on account of the non-compliance with the rules, touched a matter 
of vital importance to t he Provincial .1 udicial Service. It was in connection 
with the question of granting an increment of Bs. f>0 per month t.othe lowest 
grade ol Munsifs, ,‘15 in number, as has hern done in the ease ol the 
Provincial Executive Service. The total expenditure would be Bs. 1? 1,000. 
The llon'ble Sir William Puke, in the course of the Budget debate on 
the -1th April last, spoke as follow's on this subject : — 

‘‘Satisfaction has been expressed that provision has been made lor rais- 
ing the pay of the lowest grade of M mi si Is. I would ask members to adopt 
an attitude of expectation on this subject. I mysell have always contem- 
plated raising tin* pav ol tin* lowest grad** ol Munsils since the linn* when 
the ( iovernmeiit decided to do it in the ease ol the Executive Service, and 
that was earned through about three years ago. We thought that probably 
what was fair for one service would be lair to the other, and in lact, so lar as 
the Munsils are recruited rather older, they have an additional claim. 

As no died had, however, been given to tie* scheme yet, I asked a 
question on tin* subject in the (Council on the wOt.h January last. Keplying 
to this question, the Hon ’ble Mr. Gumming said : 

‘ It is not possible to state Irom what date the abolition of the last 
grade of Munsifs will take place. Government regret that they are not 
prepared to make recommendations at the present time for the immediate 
increase of expenditure which tin* proposal would involve and are awaiting 
the report of the Boyal Commission on tin* Public* Services before taking 
further action in the matter.” 

I trust that Government will soon do something to ameliorate t he 
condition of this class of well-deHorving public servants. 

In the interest of the Service the long deferred act of justice to winch I 
allude should not be further withheld. 

Those of us, who had often occasion of drawing tin* attention of the 
Council and the Government to the pit ions conditions of some parts of the 
country owing to the Pamodar Hoofs, will have the satisfaction of knowing 
that steps are to be taken for grappling with the ‘question in right earnest. 
Budget allotment for this first step is. therefore, welcome, and we thank 
Your Excellency and Your Excellency’s Government for tins earnest. 

The recent publication of the correspondence with local Governments on 
the subject of Excise Administration in India suggests many matters of 
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interest that this Council might he asked to consider. The Temperance 
Party have decided to take up the suggestion of His Excellency the Viceroy 
re-echoed hy the Secretary of State for India and seek to arouse among the 
people themselves definite movements towards the practice of total absti- 
nence from both drink and drugs. At the saint* time they look for the support 
promised by the Administration in the statement of His Excellency that the 
Administration is chiefly concerned with the reduction of actual consumption 
so minimising temptation to those who do not drink, and discouraging excess 
among those who do. 

Me should also he glad to learn whether the Government of Bengal are 
prepared to act upon any of the recommendations which the Secretary of 
State for India has urged might be introduced in the interests of Temperance 
Reform. Among these special mention should he made of an experiment in 
certain areas, (Calcutta for example, of a system of adequate fixed fees instead 
of the system of auctioning license*, which is stdl regarded by Temperance 
workers as quite as unsatisfactory in controlling consumption as was the out- 
still system so rapidly being abolished. We have powerful allies now in the 
War Offices of G real Britain. France and Russia and even in tin* British 
Enchequer. Temperance men will no long r hesitate to press for fiscal 
sacrifices in the interest of Temperance. And to crown all our generous 
King-Emperor, who is ever t o t lie fore ami the first in all good causes has 
given a noble lead to the world that will prove itself a regenerative force of 
undreamt of power. The Archbishop of Canterbury lias whole-heartedly 
taken up the cause and these notable * xertions there will find adequate 
response in India as all friends of Temperance and good Government 
fervently wish and pray. 

It would at this juncture be Useful and interesting to know if the Govern- 
ment of Bengal is prepared to act according to the suggestion of the Marquess 
of Crewe that the syllabus of lessons on Temperance which nrei\ed tin* 
Kiipi nrt of the British Medical Association and was issued by the Boaid of 
Education in UMfl) might be adapted for use of schools m India and that at 
least two or three lessons a year should be based upon it. I would request 
that, this most practical and reasonable suggestion might be forwarded to the 
department of my lion 'Me friend, the Member for Education, for sympathe- 
tic consideration and action. 

The Secretary of State for India further suggests t h at the functions of 
Advisory ('ommittees might not be limited merely to questions of the number 
or locations of shops but be enlarged “to include the consideration of the 
methods ol trading, the hours of sale, and generally as to abuses and 
irregularities.” And in connection with this I would urge Your Excellency’s 
special attention to the suggest ion o| the same high authority tliai it might 
be within the recognised sphere of Advisory ('ommittees and Licensing 
Boards “to call -attention to special cas«*s and localities in town or country 
in which it might seem desirable, and likely to be in consonance with the 
wishes of the inhabitants, that a ward or special area should be kept 
altogether immune from the sale of intoxicants. ” 

The Hon l»lc MAULVI MUSHARRAF HUSAIN said 

r 

“M* Loan, 

I beg to congratulate your Excellency’s Government on the presentation 
of a successful budget for the year li* 15-16. It is a matter of great felicita- 
tion to us to know that the war in Europe has not succeeded in influencing 
the budget, to as much extent as was apprehended before. Our heartfelt 
thanks art* specially due to all heads of departments for observing strict 
economy in their ordinary expenditure last year and raising thereby the actual 
free balance to 28^ lakhs of rupees after earmarking an additional 5 lakhs of 



1915 .] 


The Budget 

Maufaj Musharraf Hussain . 


S09 


rupees for a grant under certain conditions to the lieigachia Hospital, 
although in the beginning of the year it was estimated to be only 26 lakhs. 

Coining to the expenditure side of the Budget we are glad to find that 
the Government, even in this year of financial difficulties, have provided If 
lakhs of rupees for the reorganisation of the Kxcise Department, It is from 
excise that tin* Government receive the maximum of profit with the minimum 
of Expenditure, and none can grudge an additional expenditure under this 
head for the more efficient working of the department. 

„ Registration. 

2. Coming to t he head Registration, it is to in* noticed that in 1911-15 
Rs. 11,99,000 were provided, but in tin* revised estimate it was reduced to 
Rs. 11,51,000 and it lias further been reduced to Rs. 11, 2d, 000 in tilt* coming 
year's budget. It is a matter of regret that, although then* was a talk of revi- 
sion of establishment of this department for some years past, it lias not as yet 
been carried into effect : even this year’s budget has not provided for it. In 
my opinion some more money should have been provided under this bead for 
tin* revision of tin* establishment of this department this year, as has been 
done in the Kxcise Department. 


Jails. 

d. ( Joining to the head Jails, I notice with apprehension the provision 
of Rs. 21,95,000 in place of Rs. 2d, 7<S, 000. The decrease is attributed to 
small provision for dietary charges and purchase of raw material as compared 
with the figures of the revised estimate. Among all the expenses, dietary 
charges ol the prisoneis should be the last that should be touched when 
economy is to be effected. 1 would urge upon your Excellency's Government 
to look to this item of expenditure and increase it. if possible, in the interest 
of humanity, instead of reducing it. 

Police. 

t. It has now become a general complaint that the dist net cxertit ive 
force is not enough to cope with the increasing work of the district police. 

I would therefore humbly request your Excellency s Government to see 
if P is not practicable to increase the numliei ol the police force, at least 
temporarily, to meet the general situation of the Presidency, created by the 
disorganisation of trade and partial failure of crops last year. 

Education. 

5. From the statement of expenditure under the head Kd neat ion it 
appears that under tin* sub-head “ Kxpenditure of recurring grant.” 
Rs. 25,20,000 were provided in last year’s budget and* in the revised estimate 
the whole amount was omitted. But in the budget for the year 1915-16 
again Rs. 1 5,20.000 ha ve been provided for the expenditure. 1 do not know 
why tin* Kdueation Department could not expend a farthing even out of 
Rs. 25,20,000, in the first few months of the year, as economy lias been 
thought of practically from the middle of the year only. I would ask the 
Hon Tie Menfber in charge to take special can* of this item o| expenditure 
and to see that regular schemes come forward in proper time so that money 
may not lapse by the end of tin* year, as the country is clamouring for liberal 
expenditure for its educational progress. 

The Muhammadan public lias learnt with great regret that the 
materialisation of the scheme lor the establishment of an Arts College for 
Muhammadan boys in Calcutta in the centre of Muhammadan population will 
be delayed for want of funds. The Educational Budget for the coming year 
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provides for the expenditure of Rs. 95.62,000. of which more than 
[is. 30,00,000 are in the discretion of the Education Department. If the 
Department likes to establish the college, it can very easily do so, out 
oi these discretionary amounts without interfering in any way with their 
recurring and permanent expenditure. I hope the Department will fulfil the 
scheme this year and relieve the Muhammadan public from anxiety. 

Superannuation. 

6. The charges under this head art* rising year after year, and the esti- 
mate Jor 1 ID 5- 16 provides for an additional amount of about 2 lakhs of 
rupees under this head. Tins I understand is for commutation of pensions. 
While discussing the last year's budget I pointed out some gross injustice to 
the old Sul ►-Registrars whose pensionable services are counted from the date of 
the reorganisation oi the department a few years ago. and not from the 
date of their actual entry into t he service. In reply, the Honble Member in 
charge was pleased to say that their case is under the consideration ol the 
Royal ( ’ommissioi). Since then a year has passed and the public ha\e not 
yet been informed oi tin* decision of the Royal ( ommission. In the mean- 
time the old people an* retiring, but unfortunately iheir cases are governed by 
the existing pension rules. 1 would then-lore urge upon You r Excellency s 
(dovernmenl to see il some rebel cannot be given to those gentlemen who 
are retiring at piesent. Whatever b<* the ultimate decision ol the Koval 
('ominission. 1 beg to impress upon Your Excellency's (Government the hard- 
ships ami siltlcnugN d these old people, and to ask Yum* Excellency to be a 
little merciful towards them. !i i.x sometimes pointed out that these old Sub- 
Registrars formerly ret ired without any pensions whatsoever. Hut I beg to 
say in reply that there was previously no age-bnut lor retiring ami the old 
Sub-Kegist rn rs wen* allowed to work as many vears ns they liked even without 
any t ransfer what soever. 


I'tcd II oris nt charge <>1 Tuhlic II arks Department . 

<• I beg to thank \our Kxeelleney s ( iov eminent heartily lor expending a 
good amount for the improvement ol tin- Dooars Hoads. I have been 
impressing upon Your Excellency's (Government for the last t wo years t hat 
t he two systems of roads — one leading to Jalpaigu ri and the ot her t o All pur — 
should be linked togetlier lor the improvement ol ml er-d isl net eonimuni- 
cation. I personally explained this to the Hon ble Mi. (Green and pointed out 
to him that it. was very easy to do so by extending the Dalgaon-Lankapara 
Hoad up to the edge of the river Tursha and the Ha ja Idiat kha w a-d oygaon 
Road to the other ban!: of the river and keeping a good ferry across the 
river till the Kuhhe Works Department would think it opportune for bridging 
it. The cost in doing so will I heliev e be very small imb*ed, and I hope the 
(Government would kindlv accept this suggestion. 

The Hon ble <H.\( DlH’HDMrHAMMAD ISMAIL KHAN said 
My Loan. 

It is nuh’ed a matter lor sincere eongratul.it ion to mir ( Government t hat* 
m spite ol the serious dislocation ol business caused by the general conlla- 
gration of the war. our financial condition has not been as depressing ami 
discouraging as was apprehended. Nobody could expect this year a pros- 
perity budget. The serious drain caused by i he war has always been 
regarded as an important factor to reckon with in framing the Jiudget. The 
fall of revenue under the several heads has been sufficiently* accounted for 
by the Hon ble Members in charge ol the departments. Looking to the 
receipt side of the financial statement. 1 find one item aheetmg more parti- 
cularly the people of Eastern Hengal. that calls lor mhhc eommeiit. Evidently 
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both the Imperial ami Provincial < lovernnicnts n»e not going to sta\ their 
hands with regard to tin* recover y of Survey and Settlement charges. We 
have our ‘hat years, and we have our ‘Loan years, and the present 
unfortunately has been one of tin* leanest years lor Kastern llcngnl. The 
extraordinary drop in tin- price oi jute on account of the war, and the partial 
failure of rice crop in some of the districts have caused the direst distress 
to tin* people. The pinch is be.ng felt by all classes ol people, t In* agricu 1- 
turistn as well as tin* landliolder. 1' he demand of Sur\»y ami >ettlemeut 
charges in this year of distress is not likely to he met by the people ol these 
hapless districts without the greatest, difficult} . 1 implore you i Excellency's 

Government and t lit 1 Imperial ( Jovermnent to arrange the budget in such 
a manner that the recovery ol these charges may be suspended loi this year. 
Eighteen lakhs is really a diop in t f i « ‘ huge Indian (bean of levemies. and 
if t he fall of i evenue I rom ot lier sotirees can be tnlerated.il w on t at all he 
didicult to account lor these eighteen lakhs between yowi Excellency s 
Government and the Impeiial Government. In ease. however. your 
Excellency's Government be not prepaied to accept my suggestion in lull. I 
earnestly pray that f io\ eminent may be pleased to issue such general instruc- 
tions tothe supeiior officers charged w tii the actual realisation ol the 
Survey and Settlement charges as may enable them to eonstdei eases ol 
hardship on their own merits and order instalments inpayment ol theehaiges 
acconling lot heir iiseret ion. 

1 am glad to note heie that ImnceJorth agiiculture is to he eiileied in the 
budget as a separate head bins is as it should he. because om country is 
mainly agneiiltural and about 7t) per cent, oi t lie population depmd> lot their 
livelihood on agneiiltun and agricultural pursuits. The u oi k ol the depart- 
ment is st ill in its initial stage, hut the Held >s \ ast. and exteiisiM*. In my 
humble opinion, whenever a successful resull m obtained I rum any e\periment 
conducted at demonst rat urn farms in district headijiia rt et s. it Giould be the 

* udeavour of t lie depart men! t o popularise it amongst the actual mil i\ .iiors m 

♦ hr interior of the country because very lew ol them come to town to learn 

these things as t hey are generally pm. illiterate, ignoiaii! and urn nt et prising. 
Mv Lord. I may take the ease ol ner crop lor example It anv siieeesslul 
experiment is obtained, it should at oiiiv be tried m a Klni" Mahal in the 
south ol the Lakarganj < 1 1 s t r i < * t . so that it max be an object -lesson md an eye* 
opeiiei tothe i a ivat s 1 1 vt ng I h ere. and iiomilmm it would be le.u nt « asily by 
tiieir friends and relations who I i v < • near by the Mahal. Tins is one ol the 
ways how a successful experiment ran !*»• made popular. I uh ss tin- toner 
is taken at on re and immediately and e always kept m v r w ami ohv.ssluliy 
pu she i on gradually but persistent ly. n<< benefit e.m gam* «l lioin the 

expenditure incurred in connection with the successful e\ pei mmil s at 
demonstration farms and research nMitntfs ( hi flu* L\p*mdit in - s i l« , 
die increase under head ‘ Law ami dustier rails h ; eeilam ivmaiks. I he 
increase is said to I*,- chiefly due to largei payments of plead* i- h*es in 
et ►niieet-ioii with the several poll! leal rises Kv eryhody oi thi v ' * "Unci! n 
anxious to stamp out anarchism from the land ami hr mgmg t fie otic nth* r-« to 
speed v justice is no doubt oi i e oj the potent means for strangling ana ’■< iiisin 
t () death. Hut there is no iva-on why the Government -dioild w lavish 
m expen litaye m engaging counsel and plea hus at emumou- h - *s lor 
conducting these political cas-'s. It is said and. I hrbev* m d with great 
deal of justice and truth that even \-ry ordinarv lawyers. •nga.”*d bv 
Government., have made fabulous im-omes jh connect ion wit h t In political 
eases. Wiiyshotld tin* Government pay more than wlial stirli lawyers can 
ordinarily earn? Tile best legal help can be -.**eured at jess than hall tin* 
cost. Everybody expects that Government should take care to sjiend the 
tax-payers money with some regard to economy. Litigation is a curse to 
the f «‘op]r of this country, and tie* Government is indeed sotting a very bad 

example by si cli lavish exjwndit lire. 

• * r 
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My Lord, I would be wanting in my duty as a member of this Council 
were I to omit to convey our grateful thanks to His Excellency the Viceroy for 
his recent announcement about a grant of 10 lakhs for the erection of hostels 
for students. 1 have no doubt that this liberal grant will give a great 
impetus to the cause of education and I hope the claims of Muhammadan 
community will not be overlooked by Your Excellency’s Government. 

My Lord, 1 cannot conclude these few remarks of mine on the Budget 
without a few words on the urgent need of a hostel for Muhammadan students 
in Calcutta. I know that Government has been contemplating an extension 
of the Elliot and Baker Hostels, and this no doubt will bring the students 
some relief. But the real and crying want is a hostel in or near College 
Square which will enable our young men to live under the beneficial influences 
of all the various educational institutions in that neighbourhood. 

1 sincerely hope and trust that your Excellency’s Government will take 
steps to remove this long-felt grievance of our students and thus earn the 
lasting gratitude of the entire Muhammadan community in this Presidency.” 


The Hon’ble BABE IThXDKA LAL BAY said . 

“My Lord, 

The position of the Budget under review can be ascertained by a glance 
at page f> of the Budget. It appears that under the orders of the Govern- 
ment of India the Budget has been prepared on the basis that all the charges 
are covered by the Provincial receipts and regrant of all the unexpended 
balances of t he Imperial grants for Education, Sanitation, Police and discre- 
tionary grants have not been provided for. In view of the financial situation 
caused by the ‘outbreak of war in Europe it is satisfactory to note that no 
new’ taxation lias been imposed and none of the existing taxes lias been 
materially enhanced wit h the exception of the contemplated increase of the 
Treasury price of opium to Bs. -10 per seer and the duty on Ganja from 
Its. lo to Its. 20. This will ahnei a small minority o{ the population but the 
total revenue under these items has been estimated at a much smaller figure 
than that- of the current yeai owing to an anticipated decrease in consump- 
tion. Taking all these into consideration the Government are to be congra- 
tulated on the successful framing of the Budget. 

Sanitation . — The decision of the Government to make over the whole 
of the Public W orks cess to the District Boards has met with universal 
approval and the result has been highly satisfactory as it has enabled tin* 
District Boards to assist private parties in the re-excavation of several 
existing tanks. The villagers, hitherto partly indifferent and partly helpless 
owing to want of hinds, art' now' coming forward to avail themselves of this 
concession and it is confidently expected that in the near future a crying 
necessity and a lung- felt want will be met and removed by this means. Tin 4 
scheme which 1 suggested in my speech on tin* Budget last year will, I 
venture to hope, be given a trial and. if inaugurated, will, ] am sun*, tend 
to stimulate wealthier co-sharers of tanks to undertake their re-excavation. 
No such permanent fund as mentioned above, however, is at the disposal 
of the Municipalities and their demand for the same to meet the requirements 
of sanitation and water-supply is as urgent as it is indispensable. Schemes 
prepared take a long time to mature with the result that the amounts 
budgeted very often lapse. The provision of Ks. 60.000 for waterworks 
to the Chandpur Municipality will, it is hoped, be utilised and the works 
pushed through. 

t 
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Fisheries. — My Lord, very little is known of the progress doin' by the 
Fishery Department ; and at page 20 a sum of Ks. 2.000 has been provided 
ior each of the following subjects, viz. : — 

(1) Carp culture by the Fishery Department. 

(2) Experimental culture in Sundarbans Fisheries and 

(3) Fishery yarn. 

It is doubt i ul if this is enough for tin* requirements and also if l hose 
amounts are included in tin* sum of Ks. 57,000 mentioned at page t»0. In any 
case, more financial aid is necessary for improving and promo! ing t he growt h 
of fishes in this Presidency. 

Education. — This very important subject has. 1 am glad to observe, not 
missed tin* attention of t lie < fowrnment , but om* thing that st rikes us. and 
is a subject of common talk, is that more money is spent for insjieotion than 
is certainly necessary. The result is curtailment of expenditure on other 
more important heads, as for example, provision of teaching stall*, allilia* 
tion and opening up of new schools and colleges. In the ('hittagong Division 
only two colleges exist at present and even these two have not affiliation in 
all the important subjects. Hopes have from turn* to tame been held out 
for improvement of the status of these colleges but th »ir fulfilment is as 
indefinite as before. Technical and Industrial Education deserves more 
attention than it appears to have received. 

(\nnfs of Ltttr . — My Lord, the prospect of regrading and increasing the 
pay of the Lowest tirade of Munsifs, for which provision was made in the 
last budget, is still unrealised and is a case of hope deferred. The amounts 
sanctioned during the current year do not find their respective places in the 
budget under discussion and this will tend to depress the overworked 
members of this branch of the Judicial service who have been anxiously 
looking forward for realization of their cherished hopes. 

General Administration. — The increase in l he number of political cases 
has necessitated the provision of larger expenditure from year to year. I 
venture to make one suggestion on t his sub|ect. The several infruotuouH 
prosecutions appear to have been t he outcome of perfunctory investigations 
and misspent energy. The appointment of an independent Legal Advisory 
Hoard to consider and advise on all such prosecutions before embarking on 
the same would, I am sure, reduce the number of abortive* prosecutions 
involving colossal expenditure of public money. Experience has taught us 
even in the jonall Municipality of (’hittagong that tin* appointment of such 
Advisory Hoards has been a great success and the means of saving a good 
deal of public money and good many people from harassment. 

Com muni cat ions.— -My Lord, my resolution at the sitting of the (Council at 
Dacca about improvement of communication by the opening up of new lines 
of railway and also t he development of the Port of Vhittagoug. which \our 
Excellency's Government had the goodness to adopt., a] pears to have been lost 
sight of in the framing of the Budget and in this respect also I wish to 
remind Your Excellency that the lapse of the provision of Ks. "o.OOO fora 
Grab Dredger for the Port of (’hittagong which has riot been sanctioned has 
caused great disappointment in the minds of the Commissioners of that Port, 
who, in addition to this modest scheme, have formulated some lugger under- 
takings for the training and conservancy of the Karnafuli river as well as for 
the construction of some jetties for the coasting trade of the port. I hat the 
demands of this port should be met admits of no doubt and not only the 
Provincial but the Imperial Government also have realized its importance and 
offered assistance for the better equipment of the port. It is an accepted 
theory that in matters of this nature money ought to he spent liberally in the 
beginning before the schemes can become reproductive. 
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Jails. — I venture to remind Your Excellency’s Government of the desire 
to have separate cooking arrangements for Hindu and other convicts in all 
the jails of this Presidency. It is not known whether any provision has 
been made in the budget in this direction in view of the reply given to my 
question on this subject and 1 hope the matter will receive due consideration 
and effect will be given to the remrxlelling of the cooking sheds in the various 
jails on these lines where such separate arrangement does not exist. 

Grand Trunk (JanaL — I am glad to observe that there has been an 
important modification of the Grand Trunk Canal project. The original 
alignment of Mr. O. (J. Lees received the support of all the public bodies 
with the exception of the Bengal Mahajan Sablia which suggested a shorter, 
Iosh expensive and more convenient, alignment with the outfall at Chitpur. 
Babu Bidliu Bliusan Chatterjee. the representative of the Sablia, in giving 
evidence before the Port Facilities Inquiry Committee pointed out that in the 
event of tin* suggestion of tin* Sablia being accepted the necessity of taking 
tin? inland canal right across the Bidyadhari river would he obviated. In 
my budget speech last year J pointed out the advantages cl the new scheme 
as suggested by the Bengal Mahajan Sablia. it is gratifying to note that the 
Government have been pleased to modify the original scheme on the lines 
suggested.” 

The Hon ’hie MAULVI MAZHARUL AX WAR ( UAUDHURl 
said : — 

44 My Loud, 

J congratulate your Excellency’s Government and the Imperial Govern- 
ment on the gratifying fact that no additional tax has been imposed, although 
by the end of the financial year India will have spent about seven millions 
sterling in meeting her share of the cost of the Indian Expeditionary 
Force. People everywhere expected some sort of war tax and they have 
been ' agreeably surprised to find that their rulers have managed to rich* over 
the crisis with the ordinary moans at their disposal and they an* very grate- 
ful for it. 

Although we know that, in the time of stress that we are passing 
through, strict, economy has to he practised in every department., vet 1 cannot 
help complaining of tin* absence of one small item in the Budget under 
discussion which was provided in the Budget of 1914-15. 

My Lord, I refer to the provision of Rs. 21,000 in last year’s Budget to 
raise the pay of the last grade of munsifs from Rs. 2l'() to Rs. 250. Some 
years ago the pay of the last grade of Deputy Magistrates and Deputy 
Collectors was raised to Rs. 250, and from that time the munsifs have been 
expecting, and justly expecting, that the pay of their last grade too would, in 
no time, he similarly increased. My Lord, the members of the Provincial 
Executive Service need, only possess tin* degree of B.A. or B.Sc. and they 
are appointed before the) attain the age of 25, and by the time they are 31 or 
82 years old they generally draw at least Rs. 300 a month. But a man must r 
at least, be a B.L. to qualify himself for a post in tin* Provincial Judicial 
Service and must serve 1 an apprenticeship of at least three years in the Bar ; 
and he seldom gets an officiating appointment before lie is 2S, and he is rarely 
confirmed before he is 31. The claims of this deserving dags of public 
servants have, for years, been urged in this Council, and by none more 
forcibly, eloquently and persistently than by my hon’blc friend Dr. Delia 
Prasad Sarbadhikari, and 1 do not wjsh to take up the* time of this Council by 
enlarging on them. 

At last, your Excellency’s Government came to recognise the justice of 
their claims, and a sum of Rs. 21, 000 was provided in last year’s Budget to 
meet this just lemand. 
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After this provision in the Budget they expected that the increase would 
take effect very soon, but months of the financial year went by without their 
hopes being realised, and at last in answer to a question of their steadfast 
champion they were coolly told to wait till the report of the Public Service 
Commission was received. 

My Lord, hope deferred maketh the heart sick. It is not known when 
the Report of the Public Service (commission will be received. Kven if it is 
received during the year, it will have to be considered by the Provincial 
Governments, by the Government of India and by the Secretary of State for 
India in Council, before its recommendations can be carried out. My Lord, 
all these processes will take at 'least half a dozen years. 

Owing to the recall from leave of all officers then* is a temporary bloek 
in promotion among the members of the Civil Service and th** higher officers 
in the Police Department, and for this Government have been pleased to give 
them adequate compensation. Now to withhold indefinitely the small 
increase of pay to a very few of tin* members of the Provincial Judicial 
Service, for which provision was made in the last Budget and which they con- 
sequently expected almost every hour, seems hardly fair and just. 

My Lord, the sum of Its. 21.000 will not make a very lug hole in the free 
balance of about 21 lakhs, which is in the hands of your Lordship's Govern- 
ment for new expenditure ; and in spin* of all that has happened, we 
earnestly hope and pray that tin* well-known sense of justice and fair play of 
your Lordship’s Government will prevail over the desire to save a small 
sum ; and your Lordship s Government will grant early in the course of the 
year the definitely-promised and long-delayed slight increase of pay to a very 
few of this deserving and hardworking class of public servants. 

My Lord, the expenditure under tin* heading “ Law Officers, Mufassal 
Establishment ”, is really getting beyond control and rising by leaps and 
bounds, in 1913-14, the expenditure under this head rose to about 2 lakhs 
above the sanctioned esti matt* of Rs. 2,78,000 ; last year it exeeeded the budget 
estimate of Rs. 2,91,000 by nearly 3 lakhs ; and calculating nl this rate of 
increase we fear that in the present year the actual expenditure may exceed 
6 lakhs. It is clear that this item of expenditure needs careful looking after. 

My Lord, I now turn to a more pleasant duty. On behalf of the long- 
suffering people of about 800 villages in the districts of llooghlyand Hurd wan 
I earnestly and sincerely thank your Excellency s Government for having 
adopted the scheme of Mr. Addams- Williams for mitigating the ravages of 
the annual LUmodar Hoods ; and for having provided a sum of Rs. 3fi,()00 in 
the Budget presumably for the selection of the sitos of reservoirs and for the 
preparation of detailed estimates, etc. Mr. Terrel, who has already been 
deputed to select suitable sites for reservoirs, will, 1 hope, be soon able to 
find them. , 

Mv Lord, when such eminent and experienced engineers as the late 
Mr. Macon chy and Messrs. Horn and Addams- Williams agree in recommending 
the same scheme, there cannot lx* the least ^loubl about its feasibility and 
effectiveness, and your Lordships Government, by tin*, steps they have 
already taken, clearly show that they are of the same view. 

My Lord, I need not tell you that the people of tin* affected area are 
profoundly grateful and they firmly believe that their sufferings will soon be 
over. 1 hope that after the war, which, we all pray and believe, will end in 
a few months more, in the complete triumph of our Gracious Sovereign and 
in the utter discomfiture of Germany, your Excellency » Government will 
lose no time in going up to the Government of India for a suitable and 
adequate grant, so that the beneficent scheme may be put into execution and 
completed during the term of your Excellency's tenure of office and your 
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Lordship’s name may be, for ever, bleBsed and held in grateful remembrance 
by the people. 

On behalf of my community, I thank your Excellency’s Government for 
appointing a committee to consider and report on the best means of iiqprov^ 
ing Muhammadan education. The appointment of this committee is only one 
of several ways by which your Lordship’s Government have shown their 
solicitude for the advancement of Muhammadan education ; and my commu- 
nity is deeply grateful for it. The committee 1 will, in t lie course of two or 
three months, submit their report, and we all hope and trust that their 
recommendations will be speedily given effect to and not pigeon-holed in 
tin* archives of the Secretariat. 

My Lord, this is really a war Budget, though it does not directly 
provide for military or naval expenditure. The war lias been the cause of 
diminished expenditure in many useful directions ; of many urgent reforms 
being hold back and of many contemplated schemes being postponed. I may 
l»e permitted to mention one instance out of many of such postponement 
which greatly affect my community. The long-sanctioned scheme of a Muham- 
madan Arts college in Calcutta, which we all expected, would be taken in 
hand this year, has been held back. 

This war, my Lord, is the greatest in history and as such it has caused 
an amount of human misery which no other war ever did before- But, my 
Lord, nothing in this world is an unmixed evil, and even this war, 
calamitous as it is, has its compensations. It lias, during these few months, 
enabled the- people, the Tress, and t lie statesmen of the United Kingdom to 
know India more truly and correctly than years of peace and prosperity 
could have done. It lias changed the angle of British vision towards Indian 
problems, and India hopes, after the war, to find her proper place in the 
councils of t he British Empire. 

It has showm to a wondering and admiring world the complete 
solidarity of the Empire over which the sun never sets, and proved 
that the ties, which hind its different parts together, are simply unbreakable. 

It has also demonstrated that the resources of the Empire are vast and 
varied and almost limitless ; and that the bravery, endurance and heroism of 
its soldiers and sailors from different climes are simply w’onderftil and above 
praise; and that all these are at the service of liberty, right, justice and 
humanity. 

We are confident, my Lord, that the sun* and inevitable result of all this 
will be that the British Empire will stand higher in the estimation of the 
world after the war than it did before ; and any future enemy will ihink thrice 
before he lifts his finger against it.’ 

The Double RAI 1,1 AH 1 MOHAN UIANDRA BAHADUR said 
“My Loan, 

In the crisis we are passing through at present no better budget could 
have been presented to the Domicil, and 1 congratulate the Government on 
the same and, with \our Excellency s permission, offer a few observations. 

It is very much to be regretted that vve again find that the grant for 
works of sanitary improvements was not fully utilized. This. 1 believe, was 
owing to the District Boards and Municipalities not submitting schemes and 
drawing money. My Lord. I believe this state of things will continue unless 
and until the Sanitary Board is vested with powers to supervise effectually 
the workings of the District Boards and Municipalities in matters of sanitation 
and medical relief and to compel effectual steps to be taken to utilize the 
grant wdiich Your Excellency’s Government, make for the purpose. 
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Whili* on this subject I again submit that it is extremely desirable that 
the Sanitary Board should bo further widened and strengthened by the 
^inclusion in it of some more representative men. 

And once again I request Your Excellency s Government t.u take into 
consideration the question whether the pay of the lower grade ministerial 
officers should not be enhanced on account of the high prices of foo 1-grains 
and increased cost of living generally. The slight improvement which was 
effected in their salaries many years ago lias been more than swallowed up by 
the increased and increasing cost of the necessaries of life. I submit that a 
small committee consisting <tf an official and one or two non-official member* 
maybe appointed to consider tin* question and advise Government in the 
matter. 

The Hon’ble BABE MAHEXDRA NATH RAY said 
•• Yoi it Kxcku.knc'j , 

1 desire to be very brief; in fact. I had doubts whether | could usefully 
take up the time of this t'ouueil in ottering criticisms on the Budget 

prepared under the special circumstances of tins year. Tin* most notice- 

able feature of the Budget is, of course, the economy necessitated by tin* 
stress of the great European war which is just going on. The Provincial 
Revenue must cover the charges, as. we arc told, the IVminrial balance 
is not available for expenditure with the net result that the bulk of the 
non-recurring grants on education, sanitation and other heads could not 
be provided. We. in this country, hardly feel, except through the ‘ l>ai!y 
Press , that a great war is in progress which will have the effect of 

reorganising the whole civilised world, and which will, or is expected to, 

firing in order, justice and good-will, and no brute lorn* will any longer rule 
the nations. So far as we are concerned up to the present moment, the 
sacrifices which we have been called upon to make are very, very slight 
indeed. Some great and important measures had been held up; and !o take 
some concrete eases, affecting my own constituency, the people of Howrah, 
for instance, from which place I come, feel that their important, schemes lor 
the improvement of water-supply and sanitation have been suspended for 
the year because of t he inabilit v of Hie Government to make grants or to 
advance loans. 'Hie people ol Howrah, I may add also, feel tin* loss of their 
popular (’ivil Surgeon who has been taken a way to attend the sick soldiers. 
Experts tell us that the end of the war is in sight, and, therefore, let us hope 
that, when" in March next we meet to consider t he Budget lor the next year, 
lands will be forthcoming which will enable the Government not only to 
continue the great and important works which are now being held up hut 
also to contribute largely and substantially for the purposes of elueatiori and 
sanitation. » 

With your Excellency s permission, l shall make some brief references 
only to certain special points in connection with the Budget. Even a cursory 
study of the Budgets for the past few years will reveal the fact that very 
large savings are being annually made because of the non-utilisation of the 
Imperial grafts on education and sanitation. This, I repeat, ought not to be. 
Works ought to be pushed on. The b>cal authorities or the local bodies 
concerned ought to be roused into a state of activity, and unless that is 
done, it is not likely that sums devoted for such useful and important 
purposes as sanitation and education will be fully and properly utilised. I 
fully agree with my friend, the Hon’ble Rai Mari Mohan Chandra Bahadur, 
in his criticism of the existing constitution of the Sanitary Board and I 
believe that, until the Sanitary Board is placed upon a more representative 
basis, it will not be in a position to push on local authorities or local bodies 
in regard to the measures of sanitation to the extent I desire. 
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My Lord, I can give another instance. It is fresh in our recollection 
th^t the Government of India has made an allotment of 10 lakhs of rupees 
for hostels in connection with the Calcutta University. The information 
which has just reached the Vice-Chancellor tells us that the conditions 
upon which the grant could he utilised are rather stringent, and unless 
your Excellency’s Educational Department and the Calcutta University 
co-operate without further loss of time and with all possible expedition, 
1 am afraid, at the end' of the year we shall find that the hulk of this 
munificent grant of 10 lakhs will remain unexpended. 

The next point in regard to which I beg your Lordship’s leave to offer 
some comment is an allotment of some 4 lakhs of rupees which I find in the 
Budget under the head of ‘ Non-recurring expenditure ’ on education, the 
details of which have not been settled yet. The Calcutta University is in 
sore need of about a lakh of rupees for the completion of the Science College 
Buildings, and 1 hope your Excellency’s Government will consider in connec- 
tion with this allotment, the details of which have not yet been settled, the 
supreme need for the money from the point of view of the Calcutta University. 
I listened with very great attention nearly a month ago to the speech, which 
my Hon’ble friend, the Director of Public Instruction, delivered while 
introducing the head 4 Education and 1 was left in some doubt. 1 do not 
know exactly what the 4 lakhs of rupees, the details of which are unsettled, 
was going to be spent for. I hope, however, my Hon’ble friend, in view 
of the circumstances J have placed before tins Council, will consider the 
situation. With regard to the division which 1 represent, I am very glad 
to see that the total allotment of Its. J .25,000 has been made to chain the 
jjiver Damodar which caused so much damage only two years ago. 

I trust, lastly, my Lord, that, with regard to the allotments made 
to the Municipalities of Chinsuraii, Uttarpara and Asansol f<>r the improve- 
ment of water-supply during the course of the la^t year, there would be no 
difficulty in making a re-grant, if necessary, in tin* course of this year in order 
that the works might be completed. I cannot conclude without expressing my 
full concurrence in what my friend th(* Hon’ble Dr. Sarbadhikari said about 
the inadequate measures taken bv Government, for the teaching of M.A. and 
M.Sc. in the mufassal colleges for the management of which Government are 
responsible.” 


The Hon’ble Dm NILRATAN SIRCAR said 
“ My Loiu>, 

The people of Bengal and particularly the medical profession of this 
Province are deeply grateful to your Excellency’s Government for the 
munificent offer or the grant to the Bclgachia Hospital. We appreciate this 
help particularly as it ban been granted at a time of great, financial difficulty 
on account of the war. 

My Lord, I do not think there was any justification for refunding the 
sum of Rs. 50,000 to the Indian Research Fund but it should instead have 
been utilized in jungle-cutting, carried out as an experimental anti-malarial 
measure. It would be difficult to convince the people of this Province that no 
suitable site or opportunity could be found in Bengal for carrying out this 
experimental measure. The Malaria Committee did not act wisely by 
accepting the opinions of their experts in preference to what might have 
resulted from the experiment. Having regard to the fact that the 
Government of India had proposed the experiment and made the iiecuniajy 
offer on the initiative of some of the highest authorities in India, the public 
could never be satisfied with the decision of the Committee which actually 
suggested the diversion of the fund to another experiment, viz., under 
ground drainage in certain areas — an object quite foreign to the intentions 

f * 
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of the Board. No wonder that in these circumstances that body ask ad for a 
refund of the amount. Few ever thought that jungle-clearing would 
eradicate malaria altogether from any locality, hut tie* present experiment 
might have demonstrated flu* part played by jungle as a contributory 
factor in the causation of malaria. It is not denied that )ungle when growing 
near households does form suitable shelter for anopheline mosquitoes as 
well as conceal their breeding places. In Panama and Italy all jungle is dear 
within a radius of 100 yards from dwelling-houses. 

If jungle clearing has been disapproved, drainage has fared no better. 
The Arool Bhil Drainage Schcpie as an anti-malarial matter was rejected by 
the Committee : for are not their villages at a distance from the Bhil site 
where the spleen rate was somewhat higher than in the Bhil area itself? 
The common-sense man should have thought that though the drainage of the 
stagnant Bhil could eradicate malaria in that quarter yet one of the potent 
factors might have been removed by this means. 

We thus find all tin* anti-malarial measures undertaken in 1913 amount- 
ing to the following total only : — 

Thirteen Sub-Assistant Surgeons were engaged to distribute quinine 
amongst the people in certain districts. 

Certain medical officers in charge of travelling dispensaries distributed 
quinine and collected vital statistics in Jalpaiguri 

Besides, the ant i-malarial measures recommended in 1907 were carried on 
properly in lour towns and partially in nine towns. 

This speaks for itself. Against this we have five lakhs of deaths from 
malaria and at least ten times as many sufferers. 

The whole world outside Bengal straightforwardly adopts the following 
measures indicated by Boss for the prevention of malaria : — 

First — Destruction of the habitat of the anophelis in the larval stage 
(drainage, etc.). 

Second . — Destruction of all protection of adult anophelis (jungle-clearing). 

r hird . — Prevention of access of anophelis into d welling-houses. 

Fourth . — Controlling the germs in the infected human body by quinine. 

In Bengal the last one only has been adopted and that also on a small 
scale. As "regards the other measures we an* seriously advised by our experts 
to wait patiently in spite of an annual death-rate of five lakhs from this cause, 
until they find out the exact varieties of mosquitoes that carry malaria in 
Bengal. 

But tin* Government of India are of a different mind. In their resolution 
on sanitary administration of the 23rd May 1911 the Government of India 
indicate that, besides enroll raging the use of quinine by populations and minor 
anti-malarial measures, they' advise that, notwithstanding the initial expense, 
those anti-malarial measures should be chosen which will act automatically, be 
independent of outside help and permanent in their effects. Presumably under 
this comprehensive definition the wide employment of major and minor sani- 
tary works for the relief of surface and subsoil water is contemplated. 

My Lord. I am aware that it will require a huge effort on the part of the 
Government as well as the people, very heavy expenditure and long time 
before we can achieve success. One asset we possess in the large stock of 
surplus anarchy of the people of Bengal and 1 think that by the adoption of 
proper means Your Excellency’s Government can utilise a good portion of it 
for this purpose. As regards expenses, I trust your Lordship’s Government 
will not shirk their responsibility in the matter considering that the annual 
4 
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loss to the country in money value (taking the annual number of deaths from 
malaria to be about five lakhs and the average earning capacity of an indivi- 
dual Kb. 200, that is one-seventy-fifth only of that of an average inhabitant 
of Great Britain) is about ten crores of rupees. 

My Lord, in a provinca* when* the death-rate is nearly thirty per mill.*, 
where the death-rate from fevers is nearly twenty per niille of which presum- 
ably at least half is caused by malaria, the usefulness of the knowledge of 
sanitary science cannot be overestimated. But this most useful knowledge 
is most neglected in Bengal. Bachelors of Arts and M.A’s and M.Se s may 
take their University degree s without knowing a single word about sanitation. 
In tin* primary school curriculum the subject of sanitary science finds a 
place, but the text-hooks selected are generally below the mark. Sanitary 
science is a growing science and an author must be a thoroughly educated 
and up-to-date man and should possess a thorough practical knowledge of 
tin* science based it) on laboratory experience before bis work can be a 
medium of instruction for young minds. And I am afraid that the Text- 
books Committee, constituted as it is at present, is not competent as a 
composite body to judge the merits of a text-book on matters connected 
with such a scientific subject. It is therefore desirable that there should 
be a separate committer of scientific men lot advising the Birector of Public 
Instruction in the selection of 'text.- books on sanitary subjects. 

I would like to draw tin* attention of your Excellency to the provisional 
arrangements that have been made in the Medical College Hospital in the 
vacancies caused by the reversion to the military department of some of their 
Indian Medical Service officers. The duties of a surgeon who used to 
operate upon dozens of eases every day were foi some time being done by 
a physiologist and onh for the last lew weeks by another officer in 
addition to his own onerous duties as the head of one ol the largest medical 
instil ut ions o| tins city. The duties again of a physician are being done by 
a biologist also in addition to ins ow n duties as professor ol t w o seieiit itie 
subjects, viz.. Botany and Zoology. This sort of , arrangement unjustly 
prevents officers of the subordinate ranks, many of whom are fully qualified 
loi the sit nations now \aeant, Iroin rising to t be aspired position. ]>ul any- 
how an Indian Medical Service man must be found to officiate for the posts 
no matter whether the | articular may have more than enough to do m his 
own line. I trust that your Lordship's Government will not. he afraid of ■ 
creating ‘inconvenient precedents and doing justice to the very deserving 
ftiirgenns and physicians of the assistant surgeon class in this respect. 

The llon'hle I \ A 1 I1APIIA CH ABAS PAL BAHABCli said : - 
u M t Loan, 

bile order ol the Government of India to keep our expenditure within 
our income as estimated in the Bridget is no doubt due to t lie continuance of 
the disastrous war which has overtaken tin* Empire. Still, we are grateful 
to the Government of India for having allowed us to draw upon the 
provincial balance to the extent of nearly 30 lakhs and for a grant of a 
lump sum ol 10 lakhs to the Calcutta University for the construction of 
hostels. The opening balance of the new financial year amounts to a large 
sum of Ks. 281 lakhs and it appears that this is mainly due to the curtailment 
of expenditure during the last financial year to the extent of 83$* lakhs, the 
bulk of which comprises reduction of expenditure on education and sanitation. 
My Lord, as citizens of tin* great British Empire, we do not grudge the most 
rigid economy and curtailment of avoidable expenditure during the 
continuance of the great war which is taxing to the utmost the resources of 
the Empire. W e all hope the war will soon come to an end with undying 
glory to our gracious Sovereign. We have nor the slightest doubt that the 
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British arms aided by the loyal aiul devoted services of the Indian soldiery 
will come out victorious in the end. The Indian sepoys are lighting hand 
in hand as comrades in arms with their English bret liren and the glorv 
and success of the British arms is not only a matter of pride to our English 
fellow-subjects but to the teeming millions of His Majesty’s Indian subjects. 
We have no doubt that after the termination of war tin* U-net.eent work of 
Indian progress and reform will be carried on with greater vigour and 
energy and greater sympathy with the wants, wishes and aspirations of 
His Majesty s subjects in this vast Indian Empire whose destinies have been 
committed by an all-wise Providence to the great British nation. 

My Lord, the annual financial statement would be more clear and much 
more easily understandable d the departmental budgets were appended to it. 
The Government have granted the privilege to the non-official members of the 
relormed Gounod to examine, criticise and sugjest amendments m the Budget, 
with a view to meet the popular wishes as far as practicable and that 
generous intention can be best tullillcd by giving them proper facilities to 
examine the departmental Budget. Irom which the abstract linancial statement 
is made. This will enable the II on l*h* Members to understand the figures 
more Lilly and will enable them to render real and more useful help to 
Government. May 1 ho] e that this suggestion will be taken into the 
favourable consideration of your Excellency’s Go\crnment? AnoMier 
suggestion which 1 made last year I venture to repeat for your Excellency's 
consideration. Tin* Finance Committor which is appointed late in the 
year and meets once or twice towards the end of the year practically 
does the formal business of approving the distribution of the unallotted 
amount.. A more active participation of the non-official members can be 
secured if the Finance Committee is re-elected at the beginning of the year 
and is made a Standing Committer. All the projects intended to be included 
in the ensuing year might be laid before the Committer for consideration and 
the non-official members may be given t he liberty of bringing any proposal 
for increase or decrease of any grant or inclusion or exclusion of any new 
item before the Committee. The interchange oi views between tin* official 
and the non-official members in tie* (’ommittee and the threshing 
out of tie facts and figures in the (’ommittee cannot but have a most 
beneficial effect. In such a Standing Committee much useful and solid work 
would be done and the non-official members would |>c stimulated by a sense 
of real mutual co-operation between tin* official and the non-official members 
in the framing ol tin* Budget. 

My Lord, a presidency or house allowance is not granted to the members 
of tin* Provincial Civil Service posted in Calcutta, whereas the sanm is granted 
to the members of the Indian Civil Service and to other officers in the postal 
and financial departments. To take a concrete example, there are at present 
four permanent stipendiary Presidency Magistrates and one temporary 
Magistrate, all of whom have to do the same kind of work, keep up the same 
dignity and prestige. But, unfortunately, whereas the pay of the Chief 
Presidency Magistrate 'who is a barrister-at-law) ranges between Us. 1,500 
to Ks. 2,000 a month and the pay of the Second Magistrate, who is also a 
barrister-at-law. is Ks. 1,250 a month, the Third ami the Fourth Presidency 
Magistrate^, who have been selected for meritorious work from tin* ranks 
of experienced members of the Executive branch of tin* Provine ial Civil 
Service, get only Ks. 750 and Ks. fi50 a month, respectively. The pay is 
quite disproportionate and will compare unfavourably with those of the 
sister service, viz., the Judges of the Calcutta Small Cause Court, where 
the lowest pay of the Fifth Judge, e\ en when In* is a member of tin* Judicial 
Branch of tin* Provincial Civil Service, is Ks. 1,000 a month. To add to the 
inequalities, the Chief Presidency Magistrate and the Second Presidency 
Magistrate have been admitted to the scheme of the Presidency House 

Allowance, but the other stipendiary Magistrates, though their work is 
4 * 
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equally arduous and onerous, and though they have to maintain the same 
prestige and position as their brother Magistrates the Chief and the Second 
Presidency Magistrates, have not been admitted to the scheme of the 
Presidency House Allowance, simply because they are members of the 
Executive P>ranch of the Provincial Civil Service. It may not 
be out of place to point out that the Under-Secretary, Revenue 
Department, though the present incumbent is a member of the Executive 
Branch of the Provincial Civil Service, gets and rightly gets Presidency 
house allowance as also the Collector of Calcutta and the Registrar, 
Co-operative Credit Societies, though both the posts are held by 
members of the same service to which the Presidency Magistrate referred to 
belongs. The enrolled officers in the Financial Department and recently 
some officers in the Post and Telegraph Department have all been admitted 
to the House Allowance scheme. 1 he cost of living, including house-rent, 
has gone up by leaps and bounds in Calcutta and the officers posted in the 
Presidency Town find it very difficult to make both ends meet, with a due 
regard to their position and dignity. In the circumstances, I would 
respectfully request Your Excellency’s Government to take the case of these 
hard -worked officers and redress their just grievances hy bettering their 
emoluments and admitting them to the Presidency House Allowance scheme. 

My Lord, an additional grant, for tin* Presidency Magistrates’ Courts 
owing to the division of the Courts and their location in three places lias been 
made at a time when strict economy is bring effected in all directions. 1 do 
not demur to the small additional sum, but 1 feel bound to submit to Your 
Excellency that tin* partition of the Courts has not produced any public 
advantage. Already tin* recurring cost of establishment has been consider- 
ably increased, besides a large sum has been spent in non-recurring capital 
expenditure in making additions to and alterations in the three new Court 
buildings at Bankshall Street. Kyd Street and Jorabagan. Although the 
Government have incurred additional expenditure the partition has not in any 
way increased the efficiency of the Court There is rush of work in on!* 
Court, while in another the work is not sufficient to occupy a Magistrate* 
lull\. 1 lu* public have* I >t *e * n put to immense trouble anil inconvenience. 

1 In* he*st legal help has bee*n rendered costlier in criminal east's. Tin* lawyers 
who have established their reputation have stuck to the < Vnt ral Court and 
they now charge increased lees ior their services in the two other Courts, 
lln* travelling expenses of the parties have* more or less increased, the* Courts 
being situated at inconvenient, centres. Again, under the present arrange- 
ment, all S. ]\ 0. A. cases i e dating to cruelties to animals, all traffic and 
Port Police* cases, all motor-ear case's, occurring in any part of the town, are 
now trie*el at the* Ky i Street Court. An unfort itnate carter may he arrested 
e*ither hy a N. P. C. A. Agent at Shamhazar, or by a Traffic Police Constable 
nt Bagh Bazar, but be would be hauled up all the way to Kyel Street, to he* 
.lined possibly a rupee* or two, although he would have to pass over the 
jurisdictions of two other Courts fit Jorabagan and Bankshall Street. A 
person living in Sitaram Glioses Street near Harrison Road has to go 
to Kyel Stuvet to institute a criminal case, although the Bankshall Street 
( ourt is wry much nearer to him. What is tin* good of having a partition 
i>{ the Courts. when cases arising within tin* jurisdiction of orr* Court are 
iried in another and parties in order to seek a redress of their grievances are 
compelled to go to a distant Court ? It may give some work to a highly-paid 
Magistrate,, who would otherwise* remain idle, but it means harassment, 
worry and inconvenience to the public. 

Ihe partition has neither led to more efficient despatch of business, nor 
has it relieved the Registrar of his judicial duties so as to enable him to 
attend to his ministerial work properly, nor has it given a substantial measure 
of relief to the Chief Presidency Magistrate. 
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As economy ami efficiency are the watchwords of Yotu* Kxoolleucvs 
Government, I would respectfully suggest that ail the Police Courts mHit 
be more conveniently located in one lug building. Then, if the work is more 
evenly distributed and the ungrudging services of the Honorary Presidency 
Magistrates are judiciously and properly utilised, the Government* might 
eventually be able to dispense with the temporary Magistrate, not to speak of 
economy in the recurring cost of establishment. If thi* suggestion be 
accepted, the Government would not have to deal out these doles to the 
Police Courts, which would otherwise become a regular feature of the Budget 
for some time yet to come. 

My Lord, a sum of Rs. 50.0(10 is set apart for gratuitous relief. 

My Lord, last year a provision was made for raising tin* pay of the lowest 
grade of Munsifs. This year t he sum* has disappeared. An expectat ion was 
raised that it was about to be fulfilled and like a vision it has passed awav. 
The Munsifs arc a hard-worked body of public servants recruited from the 
best intellectual section of our community. The lowest grade Deputy Magis- 
trate gets Us. 250 but the Munsif gets Us. 200 only. The Munsifs work is 
not less onerous and if I may say so is more onerous and burdensome t han 
that of the Deputy Magistrate and yet he gets Us. 200. a very miserable 
pittance for an educated man in these hard days. A feeling of despondency 
gives rise to discontent, and 1 devontlv hope that the scab* of pay would be 
revised. 

My Lord, I am not able to know what provisions have been made for 
retiring t he Grand Trunk Uoad. I once brought to the notiee of Govern- 
ment the disgraceful condition of the road, over a portion of the road the 
llowrah-Amta line runs and the narrow portion that is left is simply impas- 
sable during the rains The road requires t borough repairs and in parts 
reconstruction. It is not to the credit of t he Public Works Department that 
it should be so long hdt in this condition. 

My Lord. the appointment of Mr. Swan raised high hopes in our 
minds that tin Government would avail themselves of the present 
situation to take some practical steps for the encouragement of swadeshi 
industries. As yet we find no tangible result. The Government, 

the other day accepted the resolution of the Hon ble Uaja ol Kakina 
to develop small industries by all practical means. I am sure it is 
a sincere intention of Government to foster our industries. The wisdom 
of the policy of State aid to industries is recognised by the Imperial 
Government and many Provincial Governments have already moved 
in the matter. We arc anxious that our Government should move in this 
di recti on. I do not mean that the Government as custodian of the public 
purse should spend money on speculative enterprise. Between embarking on 
wild speculation and the policy of luissez-fairr ^herein a via media and I 
•implore the Government to consider whet her they should not follow some 
such path. 1 here are some industries in Bengal which are in a pretty well 
developed condition. The companies are unable to develop t In in or extend 
their business to new lines owing to lack of capital and Government patron- 
age. I mention amongst them the Bengal Ghemical and Pharmaceutical Works 
and the Calcutta Pottery Works. These companies are not, new ventures. 
Ihey have demonstrated their capacities for successful and profitable manage- 
ment. I can also mention the comb industries of .Jessore and the pencil and 
match factories in Calcutta. I understand the match factory in Tnligunj 
suffers for want of match wood I learn with pleasure that the Government 
has already signified its desire to help this concern by supply of wood. The 
Government may give sufficient impetus to the growth of new industries. It 
is a Well-known fact that Bengal from time immemorial has been the home o{ 
manufactured sugar. The sugar industries of Jessoro are a well-known fact* 
in whjt a miserable plight are they now ! Apart from date-suga% iho 
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output of cane-sugar haw also considerably fallen oh. The indigenous 
sugar refineries, as was forcibly pointed out by the Hon’ble Uai Sita Nath 
Kay in the Imperial Gouncil, are well-nigh extinct. The competition 
of Java, Mauritius and Austria-Hungary have proved too much for 
them. The Government can do a great deal. They can assist in the 
improvement of gur. It is well known that the crushing of cane is 
very imperfect in our country not more than 50 per cent, of sugar is 
extracted. Improved cane-mills for crushing may be popularised amongst 
cultivators and tuccavi grants made for this purpose. Experiments are being 
nftule in Madras, Bombay and tin* United Provinces. In the latter province I 
understand that financial aid to the extent of 7 lakhs has been given to 
two large sugar factories. We are aware of one such factory in Bengal which 
stands in need of such aid. There may be some factories in Bengal which 
may require such aid and the Government may, after due inquiry, well 
follow the example of tin* ( i overument of the United Provinces. Next to sugar 
comes the industry < 1 leather-making. Bengal is a great exporting centre of 
raw skins and hides, hut there are f< w leather industries in our province and 
those that exist are not in a flourishing condition. 1 am glad to say that an 
Hon hie Member of this Gounod is the proprietor of one and he lias invested 
much capital in it. I am sure lie can say as to how the Government can help 
the industry. Madras long ago showed the way of having a Government 
Leather Factory. Thanks to the exertion of Mr. Ghatlerton, this State- 
controlled industry has, I understand, paved the way for the growth of many 
private enterprises of its kind. May our Government- begin sonio work in 
this line. The Government may dmionst rate to the people the \arious 
cottage industries which may profitably be undrrtaki n. The Hist riet Adminis- 
tration Gonimitt.ee has dwelt at length on tlio economic distress of the people, 
specially of the hhadralok classes. It is time that some practical steps were 
taken. The economic distress of the people is tin* root cause of the detestable 
crimes which have distressed tin* community so much. The Government 
may very well consider the question of appointment of a director of industries 
with an advisory board of experts to consider and devise the best means of 
promoting local industries and this is the most opportune time. I regret no 
allotment of money has been made in this year’s Budget for the promotion of 
local industries. 


The Hon’ble NAWAB SAIYIU NAWAB ALI GHAUDHUttl, K11AN 
BA11AHUK said : — 

“ My Loan, 


It is with great pleasuie that I congratulate the member in charge for 
providing us with a satisfactory budget in this time of stress and trouble 
caused by the war now raging in Europe and which has not permitted the 
usual normal allotments to he made under the different heads of expenditure. 
It is no doubt rather disappointing to us to find many desirable and pressing 
schemes of reform put off on account of the extraordinary financial situation, 
but we must be thankful for whatever we have been able to get in the shape 
of modest doles which, let us hope, will keep us going till better times come, 
as come they must to-day or to-morrow. 

« 

El STATION. 


1 am sure our sincerest thanks are also due t > our Hon’hle friend 
Mr. Hornell for the best consideration lie lias given on the adjustments of 
the budget heads with the very limited resources at his disposal. 


Madramih Reforms.— I shall be failing in my duty if I do not at the 
very outset express my high appreciation of the motive which prompted Your 
Excellency's Government to give effect to tin* long-wished-for scheme of 
Madrassah Keforms at a time when the purse of Government has boon 
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stretched to its utmost. It will open a new era to the Muhammadans who 
have for many years past lagged behind in the race of life. And the 
carrying out of this much-needed reform will fittingly lend up to the Faculty 
of Islamic Studies to he established in connection with the Dacca University. 

Mohstn Grant .— My best thanks are also due to Your Excellency's 
Government for the increased provision of stipends and part payment of fees 
of Muhammadan students out of the M chain grant set free by the provinoial- 
i sat ion of the Chittagong, Dacca. H (Highly and Kajshahi Madrassahs. By 
this act of benevolence Your Excellency will ever be remembered with 
feelings of pride and gratitude. , 

Dacca University . — Another important proposal which has been hanging 
tire for some time and with which is bound up the educational interests of a 
large section of the people oi this Presidency, is about to emerge from the 
domain of the problematic and become an accomplished fact. For I take it. my 
Lord, that an allotment ior the Dacca University even in this year of 
financial embarrassment, is a sure indication that Government an* fully alive to 
the importance of the scheme. And let hr hope that sanction will beobtainod 
for the detailed scheme without, any further loss of time, and the work of 
building up the first residential University of India expedited. 

Hostel accommodation for Moslem students . — Talking of the resident ial Uni- 
versity brings me on to a subject on which my community feels very strongly 
— 1 mean the want of adequate hostel accommodation for tin* Moslem students 
of Calcutta. And in this matter our grateful thanks are due to Your Lordship’s 
Government for the liberal grant for an extension of the Baker Hostel. 

I desire at the same time to make it clear that any extension of the linker 
Hostel, whatever its usefulness might bo in connection with the proposed 
Moslem College and other Arts Colleges, will not certainly dispense with the 
necessity of founding another suitable hostel in the vicinity of College Square 
to accommodate the Science and Law students of the Presidency College and 
of the* University. 

It is truly conceived that for t he training of the intellect and for the mould- 
ing of character the students should be brought together outside school hours 
under conditions of greater individual freedom. The* effect of corporate life 
on character is great. It promotes intellectual discipline, mutual sympathies 
and universality of t rue knowledge — an object which can be attained only 
through the personal and active co-operation of teachers and students. The 
conditions under which a considerable proportion of our Calcutta students 
live are unfavourable to the growth of that esprit dc corps which alone 
enlarges the mind, broadens sympathies and fits students for public duties. 

It is. however, a matter for groat regret that the two premier colleges in 
Calcutta, viz., the Presidency and the Law (Alleges are yet without any 
hostels for Muhammadans. The benefits of resident ial ’colleges aiv immense 
and should not be denied to a section of the community whose interests are 
bound up with the material progress of the country they live in. The 
Muhammadans have reasons to feel that in the matter of higher education 
they have not received their due share of attention from the University 
which guides tjie destinies of our schools and colleges. 

As instances of the apathy of the University authorities towards the 
interests of the Muhammadan*, I may here point out that although the 
University received a grant of 3 lakhs of rupees from the Govermiient to 
erect a college hostel, no provision was made for accommodating Muhamma- 
dans therein. Certainly, Government did not specify that tie* sum was to be 
spent for any particular community. I shall also take the liberty of giving 
another instance'. The Government grant a sum of about ten thousand rupee* 
and sometimes even more on an average, which is further supplemented by 
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University grants for the Calcutta messes. Till 191 3 only one Muhammadan 
mesa appears to have received Hs. 20 per menaein and one other perhaps a 
similar aurn. The consequence has been that Muhammadan students are 
obliged to find quarters in unhealthy centres away from all that contributes 
to healthy living. 

We certainly owe an immense debt of gratitude to the Government of 
India for the very liberal subvention of 10 lakhs to the Calcutta University 
for provision of hostels for students in Calcutta. But our gratitude would 
have been still greater if a substantial portion of this had been earmarked 
for hostels for Muhammadan students of the University. Knowing, as I do. 
of the anxious solicitude of the Government of Ind;a for all that makes lor 
the educational advancement of all classes alike. I appeal, on behalf of my 
brethren, to Your Excellency in the hope that a suitable portion of the 
Government of India’s subvention will be earmarked for hostels for Muham- 
madan students in College Square. 

Moslem Institute. — While the University Institute comes in for an allot- 
ment, it is a matter for regret that no provision has been made for the Moslem 
Institute, the needs of which have already been pressed upon Government. 

Hastings House School . — I hope Your Excellency will pardon me when 
1 raise my voice against a scheme for the foundation of a special school for 
the children of men in affluent circumstances, I mean the Hastings House 
School, as I understand from the speech of the Hon’ble Mr. Horndl when 
explaining the Education Budget. The inception of the idea conics as a 
surprise to me. I am afraid that the public was not consulted in the matter 
by Government in the same manner as in connection with a very similar 
scheme proposed by the I>ncca University Committee. In opposing the 
scheme. I do not oppose the principle of starting a model sclnnl on the lines 
of public schools in England, and I would have had nothing t o say against t hr 
Hastings House School if it were entirely endowed hv the well-to-do classes 
1 would surely advocate the necessity of a model institution staffed, equipped 
and furnished after the fashion of a best English school, provided it be 
thrown open to those who might choose to receive the best education and bear 
its expenses and be maintained by them exclusively. Such an institution 
will do a world of good to the ordinary schools in general wiio will endeavour 
to emulate the high standard of efficiency maintained by it in respect of 
education, discipline, management and organisation. My Lord, I think it, is 
only meet and proper that public revenues coming as they do from the coffers 
of the rich and poor alike should be utilised in the best, interests of tin* 
people. And to my mind there can be no justification proposing to spend a 
largo sum from general revenue for the sake of a favoured few who should he 
able to provide for the education of their children without any financial aid 
from Government.. I beg ft remind Your Excellency that all th^ arguments 
which were made use of against the proposed college for the well-to-do 
classes, which has since been knocked on tin* head, can he applied with 
greater force against the presort! proposal, for under the Dacca scheme the 
institution was not meant to be a burden on public revenues. 

Pouch. 

The Police Department has our sympathy in the very responsible and 
arduous task before them especially at this juncture. That some heinous 
crimes which are on the increase go undetected is a matter of great 
concern to all of us and may indicate tin* inefficiency of the police, and 1 
am sure that in the best interests of Government and the country, we shall 
be glad to see the police staff so strengthened numerically as weJI as in point 
of efficiency as to be able to cope with the evils now existing and which 
threaten the homes and hearths of t in* people. 
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Medical. 

Malaria . — The Malaria question seems to loom large just. now. From 
a perusal of the latest report on the sanitation of l>engni, I notice with 
grave concern the increase in the death-rate as compared with the other 
major provinces while there is a marked decrease in t he birth-rate, 72 per 
cent, ol the general death-rate is put down to facers which we may take it is 
mainly malaria. It is therefore to he regretted that the grants lor works 
of sanitary improvements ha vi* not been fully utilised and that tin 1 sum of 
Ks. 50.000 has been returned to the Indian Research Institute as t he sum 
could not he utilised in the manner suggested hy that body. 

Water- suj>}>ljf . — In this connection 1 note with regret that neither under 
Medical nor Civil Works do I find any allotment for water-supply. The 
want of pure drinking water is greatly felt in the mufassal stations, and it is 
an urgent necessity the importance of which cannot be overrated In this 
matter I may add that the district Hoards labour under a great disadvantage. 
For although there are ample funds in the hands of the Ihstnct Hoards, 
thanks to t he releast* of t he Public Works Cess, according td existing rules 
for the supply of pure drinking water t he local people have to contribute one- 
third of the cost, and this hard condition does not make it possible for 
district Hoards to undertake the work m very many instances. I hog to 
point out that this rule prejudicially atVeets those localities where the poverty 
of the people does not allow the contribution ol the requisite one-third to be 
made. Thus in practice only those who are eoinparal i vely well-off and not 
those who are really in need can. under * liese conditions, derive the benefit 
of district Hoard grants for drinking water. 

llaxing regard to these* circumstances. I think it is proper that a fair 
proportion ol the Public Works ( 'ess should be specially set apart for tin* 
supply ‘>1 pure drinking water in the mufassal. and tin* st ringency of t he 
present rule should be relaxed in favour of poorer localities. 


Kxcisi:. 

I notice that there is a slight increase in revenue under excise, though 
there is a fall under other heads notably under Stamps, and this steady 
increase year b\ year demands our serious consideration. I would take this 
opportunity of urging (io\ eminent to extend the system of local advisory 
committees in Hengal with increased power over the issue of licenses. 
In t he maMer of countcr-al I rari ions to intemperance, it would lie interest ing 
to know what tJovernmeiit intend doing In this connection, 1 may observe 
that I am not aware of any local temperance organisations engaged in useful 
work having local habitations for public meetings or reading-rooms slocked 
with temperance and purity literature. I might also here suggest t hat the 
question of the introduction of temperance teaching in schools be reconsidered 
and more lessons on the subject introduced and facilities given to colleges 
and schools to have temperance and purity lectures and Hands-of-Hope 
instituted by means of which useful work may be done systematically amiui” 
the youth of tin* country. 

The time-limit, does not permit me to say all that I wish to say. and m 
concluding! cannot but repeat my thanks, and the thanks of those whom 
1 represent, to Your Fxeelleiiey s < tovernmenf for tackling the present 
situation in a trulj statesmanlike way. We are passing through a period of 
extraordinary stress. And I am proud to point out that my community has 
been preserving a perfect equanimity m tin* midst of rather trying cir- 
cumstances. Hr lore resuming my seat I can assure Your Kxeellcnoy. ii 
any assurauce is necessary, t hat t In* Moslem community is loyal to the core 
today quite as much as it was Indore the Kuropean war broke out.” 
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The Hon’ble RAJA DINENDRA NARAYAN RAY said 
u My Lord, 

It is with very great pleasure that I congratulate the Government on the 
successful results in the Budget which provides for no new taxation in spite 
of the critical financial situation caused by the outbreak of the European 
war. 

2. We have to offer our grateful thanks to the Government of India for 
permitting us to draw on our accumulated balance to the extent of nearly 
thirty lakhs for expenditure during the ensuing year. But for this liberal 
treatment, which is highly appreciated in the present critical financial 
situation, our necessary expenditure would have had to be curtailed consider- 
ably. 

3. On the whole the Budget under all the heads has been so carefully 
prepared and so lucidly explained that not much remains to he said by way 
of suggestion. 

4. There is, however, one point in regard to the provisions under 
Education and Medical on which I desire to make some remarks. The actuals 
for 11)12-13 and 1913-1 I and the revised estimates for the current year under 
the heads compare as follows with the Budget grant for the years. 
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These figures indicate that although provision under these heads is very 
generously made in the Budget tin* actual expenditure falls far short of the 
estimate. This is apparently due to tin* fact that it takes a good long time 


to mature a new programme in the direction ol reforms. I fully realise that it 
is not in any way desirable to rusi^ through any scheme simply with the 
object of spending tin' money provided for m the Budget. It however occurs 
to me at the same time that this inevitable delay is due partly to the present 
arrangement of incurring the major portion of tin* expenditure through the 
agency of Government. 1 find from the actuals under head 22 — Education 
Uiat nearly ith ol the total expenditure is given as grants for expenditure 
by local bodies leaving fths to be spent by Government themselves. 
This ratio. I submit, may he increased considerably by giving to the 
local bodies a larger share in the expenditure. Municipalities and District 
Boards may easily be asked lo open new colleges and schools or improve 
the status of existing ones at the cost and under the direction of Govern- 
ment. Ibis is, 1 submit, more desirable than showing a large unspent 
' a lance under head * Education ' from year to year. It may also remove the 


( 



1915.] The Budget. 329 

Baja Dinendra X a rayon Bay ; Bahu Surendra Xatk Bay . 

congestion in tin* existing colleges in Calcutta of which we hear so much 
now and again. There is only one Medical College in I'alcuttn and every 
one knows that a large number of boys are refused admission into the 
college every year simply for want of accommodation. 1 am not aware 
whether there can be any serious objection in having two instead of one Gov- 
ernment Medical College, or subsidising well-managed private medical schools 
so that their status may be raised. I have the honour of being a governor of 
the Mayo Hospital which renders. I belie\ e, valuable medical aid to a very 
large number of residents of the northern part of the town and it is, 1 know, 
badly in want of additional funds though its resources an* administered very 
carefully and economically under the wise management of Colonel Maynard, 
tin* Superintendent of tin* Institution. 

fi. I may be permitted to add that the unspent portion of the Budget 
provision under the heads * Medical and ‘Sanitation may also very usefully 
he applied to sanitary reforms t hrough Municipalities and Ihstriet Boards which 
for want of funds an* quite helpless in combating with the ever existing 
havoc plaved by diseases like malaria, small-pox and cholera throughout tin* 
length and breadth of the Presidency. 

fi. Then* is no more crying want in the province than the provision of 
pure drinking water in tin* mufassal. All tin* learned researches about 
malaria will lie of no avail if the people have not got pure water to drink. 
We can do without a grant to the Calcutta Improvement I rust or additional 
expendit un* on Education, Police, Public Works and Medical relief, but. we 
cannot do wit liout pun* drinking water. I am inclined to think that every 
pice unspent under any head may be devoted to the provision ol pun* 
drinking water for the mufassaJ. B is a subject tin* importance of which no 
one in this Presidency, win Hut in or outside the Council, will deny, and 
1 do not find adequate* words to impress upon our sympathetic Government 
this prune neeessltv of tin* Presidency, a necessity beside which all otheis 
pale into insignificance. 

7. I have now onlv to express a hope that the Government will in 
future be pleased to direct their attention to tin* crying want referred to 
above instead of keeping a larg- budget provision unspent under the 
Heads of ‘ Education ’ and * Medical. 

The HON’BLK BABE SC BENI Hi A NATH KAY said 
“ My Loan, 

It is a matter of congratulation that in this year of stress ami strain, 
your Lordships government have been aide to present, d not quite a 
prosperous, at least a fairly presentable budget. But. my Lord, in prosperous 
years when there was, if not superfluity, at least l&irly large sums at the 
disposal of your Lordships Government due to large allotments made by the 
Government of India, vour Lordship's Government did not utilise the money 
and we find the Hon’ble the Diieetor of Public Instruction complaining this 
year that the amount available falls far short of requirements. 

In placing the financial statement in the Imperial Council on the 1st 
March last Sir William Meyer while dealing with provincial expenditure said: 
‘The aggregate provincial expenditure was taken in tin* budget at 84 
millions sterling. It is now estimated at l£ million sterling leHH, viz., about 
32£ millions. The principle reductions occur under education, medical and 
civil works, and are due to the Local Governments* not having spent in full 
the grants at their disposal for the development of education and sam ation 
and for other purposes. As I suggested in paragraph 28 of ray speech last year, 
I was a -little sceptical then as to their ability to spend all that they hoped ; and 
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it may be that some lapse would have occurred in any case My Lord, if 
the Finance Member of the Government of India was sceptical about tj n , 
inability of the Provincial Governments to spend the Imperial grant whether 
recurring 1 or non-recurring there were men among the non-official community, 
whether in this Council or outside , who also thought that the money thus 
granted would not be spent. From the financial statement which has been 
placed in our hands it appears that there was a total decrease in the revised 
estimate "ii tin* expenditure >ide for the year JbM-15 of Rs. id), 75, O' '0 and of 
this amount no less than Rs. 51,70.000 are due to savings m the Imperial 
grants for both recurring and non-reeurring expenditure on education. I 
think, my Lord, it was the intention of tin* Imperial Government that the 
money which is set. apart for a particular purpose* should be spent ; at least 
there ought t<> he some attempt on the part of Government, to spend it . We 
do not know what steps have been taken by Government to spend the money 
and we have not been able so far to see any indication in that direction. We 
are not in the Hecrets of Government, but we have* (‘Very reason to believe 
that if Government had the will it would have spent, if not the entire, at 
least, a good portion of tin* money allotted. GompJaints are generally made 
that improvements cannot generally be made on account of lack ol funds, 
lint seldom do we. find that ways and means cannot. 1 m* found to spend money 
in a profitable way when we have got it. 

Th e secondary education of t his count rv is almost entirely in the hands 
ol its people, llit* expenses being almost entirely borne by them. Though, 
according to the Government rules, Government contribution is not to In* more 
than one half of the income guaranteed from private sources, the actual 
contribution lias only been about I I per cent., or a little less than one->event h. 

It is with very great diHicully that the school ant horit ms can make both ends 
meet. The Indian Universities Act of BMW and the regulations framed 
thereunder have imposed additional obligations on the authorities of 
secondary schools which require additional e.\jM*ndit u re. It was expected 
that. Government would come forward to help the schools with monetary 
grants to tide over their dillirulties, but very I i r . 1 1 » * has been done in this 
direction. For the last. Hirer or four years then* have hern m» doubt 
large grunts by the Imperial Gnwriiiiiriil to this G o\ mi nimt for expenditure 
on educat ion. I hit t hese grant s have not hern d>t rihutrd to t he mst it ut ions 
they were intended to benefit. My Lord, u-* hear of complaints about the 
management of secondary schools. |»ut we should like to know w hat steps 
have been taken by G<>\ eminent to improve the financial condition of these 
schools so that they may have funds enough at their disposal to employ good 
teachers that the hoys may live m healthy surroundings. If Government had 
been in actual need of funds, that would have been quite different. I >n t when 
Government have got the money and money for the purpose of spending on 
education, one really cannot understand why the schools should starve. 

I have been informed that a large number of schools cannot comply with 
the Fmversit.y Regulations and have been threatened or may ho threatened 
ere long with disaffiliation. But compliance with University Regulations 
means additional expenditure — additional money. Government have not so 
far contributed their fair share to tin* secondary education of this province. 
The people have got a legitimate grievance on this head pvhicii needs 
redress. 

The policy of Government with regard to primary education has, 1 
venture to submit, not been altogether satisfactory. The policy pursued by 
Government with regard to the allotment of grants from Provincial revenues 
and local funds with regard to primary education has tended towards taking 
away the grants from private schools and concentrating the same on the 
development of board primary schools so that during 11*13-14, 526 primary 
schools were abolished with a diminution in the school-going boys of more 
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than 1 i i.OOO. If. with flic large sums allotted for cducat ion l*y t lit* Govern- 
ment of India. \ our Lordship s Government an* uiia i *!♦* to improve or even to 
keep alive the existing primary schools, the prosper! of the progress of educa- 
tion in this country does not appear to U* very liny hi 

W hile on tin* suhjtM t nt education I should hke tosiijjjfeM for the con- 
sideration ol your Lordships Government the Jesiral'ilr, \ oi establishing 
elementary schools lor girls throughout tin* Presidency. !| pr:mar\ education 
lor boys i^ necessary, tliat I ‘ >r girls -s equally so. lime has come when a 
beginning ought to he made m t in's direction. It :s line that Government 
should unloose their purse-sl r<ngs for fostering primary. Mvond; iv and lemale 
education ol the Presidency. (iovemuient nm\ have at heart the desire to 
improve the education oj the province, but people are anxious l o see more 
practical dcinonst rat ion »i the' same. 


* Pkovixciai. J i tnriAt. Sr.nviei;. 

In answer to a question at the meeting of this r<»uueil on the l!Uh 
January last ns to whether the abohti n of the « xisting last grade ol Munsifs 
in Bengal would ta.o* etlect from t he commencement of t he current linaneial 
year, as provided m I In* current gear’s Imdget, if not, from what date would 
tie* abolition take etlect. and what flu* reasons lor delay were, the reply was 
given that it was not possible to state from what date the abolition of tl r last 
grade of Munsifs in Bengal would take etlect. We were further told ‘Gov- 
eminent regret that tiny an* 1 1 < »t prepared to make recommcndat tons at the 
present t line for the immediate increase of expenditure which the proposal 
would involve and .are awaiting the report of the loyal ( ’oiiiiiussion on the 
Public Services heb >i e t a k mg I u j’t her art ion m tin* matter* 1 need hardly 
s;i\ that the answer is very disappointing. It was expected that the last 
grad-* of Mueslis draw. ng at present a pay ol IP. ifOO would g- t tin* pay of 
IP. -o<) from tin* begum. ng »l the last linaneial year,/./., I :H 1-1 o. In lack, 
provi don of Ps. iM.OO.i wa> made m tJje budget ol P.HI-lh for gi \ mg client to 
the present proposal, but we are now told that the last grade oj Munsifs must 
await tie 1 report of the Loyal G unniissioii for the increase in the, r pay. It 
i> mi fort mial.e t hat when t lies** hard- w orking otlieers were on tin* tij-l/>e of 
expectation of g-tting an addition to their pay. they have suddenly been told 
that they would have to wait for an indrlimt** period. The Poiirts of Sub- 
Judges and Munsds are one oi tin* principal sources oi income to t Jovern- 
meiit. Government would not have to bring money Iroin otlier heads of 
revenue l o pay t hem t his additional amount . Since the constitution of this 
Loyal Commission, the members of the Indian < ivil Service have had their 
salar.es increased twice, no doubt not twice in this Presidency. Thev were 
never told to await the report of tin* Loyal Commission. When about two 
years ago Government found that there was block in t he promot mui of I he 
members of tin* Indian Pivil Service in the Punjab and tin* Pentral Provinces 
and I think in t he Pnited Provinces as well, an increase in t heir pay or a 
separate allowance was given to tJcin. When again alter the outbreak of the 
great Kuropean war, the members of the Indian Civil Service who were on 
leave had to return to India, ad litjonal allowance was given not onl\ to those 
who had been deprived of acting or deputation allowance but to all members 
of the service. They had not to await the Leport of the Loyal < ommission. 
Nobody objects to tin* granting of these additional allowances to the members 
of the Indian Civil Service for it is necessary that the hard- working and 
devoted servants of Government upon whose shoulders fall the task of 
administering the empire should remain content if you want to get full share 
of work from them. But if the members of the Indian GiviJ Service deserve 
well of the Government, the members of the Provincial Judicial Service 
equally deserve encouragement at tin* hands of Government. They are really 
# an ill-paid lot o£ gentlemen who do hard work without complaining and m 
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pi a Oft 8 where proper accommodation being wanting they have to Jive in huts. 
Hut whether they live m huts or in brick-built houses, their administration 
of civil justice yields a large revenue to Government. It is necessary that 
every wheel in the machine should be properly greased if you want the 
machine to work properly. It is only fair that Government should treat all 
their servants in the same way, that no branch of tin* service should he dis- 
contented. In the Provincial Kxeeutive Service the minimum pay has been 
raised to Us. 250. ll is rather anomalous that the pay of the last grade 
of Munsifs should still he Us. 200. 

My Lord, the amount which will he required to raise the initial pay of 
Munsifs to Us. 250 a month is not very large. It is only Us. 21,000. I need 
hardly say that il Government have the will, they will find out the ways and 
means to give effect to this proposal. 


Malaima. 


My Lord, malaria is decimating the country. From the answer?* given to 
my questions on the 2nd March, it appears that in the district ol Nadia alone 
nearly 12,000 people die 1 in tin* month of November last and nearly the same 
number in the month of December. If proper enquiry is made it will be found 
that a large number oi these deaths is due to malaria. 

That quinine is the best remedy for the cure of malaria is admitted on all 
bands. It is, however, said by those who are in a position to sp<*ak with autho- 
rity on the subject that at least NO grains of quinine should be administered to 
a patient s title ring from malarious level- to check the disease eilert ively. Hut 
dispensaries and hospitals m the mufassal can ill afford to pay for and ad minster 
quinine according to this rule. They are financially not so solvent as to dis- 
tribute Hindi large quantities of quinine as is eonsideied to be sufficient to kill 
the malaria germ in the system and prevent the relapse of the fever. We are 
grateful to your Lordship's Government, for tin* steps which have been taken 
to improve t he sanitary condit ion of this Province. Large contributions have 
been made by Government for the supply of pure drinking water in mufassal 
towns. Hut steps should be taken to give greater medical relief to the poor. 
Certain quantities of quinine have no doubt been supplied free of cost to tin* 
mission dispensaries at Hanagli.it, Uataupur and Mehcrpur. \ our Lordship s 
Government stated the other day in reply to my questions about the insanitary 
condition and heavy mortality of tin* Nadia district that District Hoards 
and Municipalities had been requested to arrange for the administration of 
adequate doses of quinine to all persons treated for the disease* at charit- 
able dispensaries. We have also been informed that in excej tional eases 
grants had been given lr:ni Provincial Kevenues to such municipalities as 
were really unable to hear the extra charge incurred on this account. The rich 
and the pom alike have been sutfering from the effects of malaria, — its 
ravages have been far. and wide. 1 respectfully submit lor the considera- 
tion of your Lordship's G< «\ eminent that if there be a substantial contribution 
from Government for tin* free 'ami larger distribution of quinine, if as a 
beginning at least 250 dispensaries be supplied with sufficient quantity of 
quinine, thousands of i>oor people will lie saved from the jaws of death. 
Magistrates and Givil Surgeons in charge of malarious districts might very 
well be entrusted with the disbursement of the amount under this head. 
It. is time that the Public Works cess which has been set free should be 
properly spent in sanitary improvement, of districts and he not amalgamated 
with the income from other sources of District Hoards. 


,1 1' SGLF.-CCTTING. 

We find from the Financial Statement that your Lordship’s Government 
have returne 1 to the Government of India the sum of Kb. 50,000 which 
they had paid for jungle-cutting. The first thought that struck us on 
this refund was that there was no more any jungle in the 
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Province*, otherwise* why should your Lordship's < iovernmeut lake this unusual 
step of refunding this amount? The second thought was t hat < iovernmeut of 
India must have made a mistake in connecting malaria with jungles in this 
Province. We have, however, not been informed as to what lev! to the refund 
of this money.” 

The Double Mu. GOLAM HOSSKIN t'ASSIM All IFF said — 

“ My Loki>. 

1 shall with yotir K.wllency 's permission make a few observations on 
some outstanding questions oHhe day. 

Naturally, the subject of education claims an important place m our 
atientiom As belonging to tue eomniercial Muhammadan community, my 
views and those of the t iovcrmncui . as embodied in I h* ■ expenditure' side oi 
the budget, do not eomcide. There is much to recommend m the old saying 
’Learning for* learnings sak« : it icpresents the high-water mark of 
scholastic altruism; but men can’t :n»w and races cannot live on mere 
learning. My Lord, I am not concerned with polities in (‘duration, ami 
I venture to urge that in order to free our schools Ir un the suspicion or 
the taint of political bias, the best wa\ to approach I lie question <>{ education 
is . s one of education and not of politics. And d we approach the question as 
I subnet it should be approached, what have we done t o equip the people lor 
the struggle for existence, what have We done to bring hope into the homes 
of the thousands of our poorer middle classes, lor whom t lie uncertainties “1 
to-morrow are even more learlul than t In sii lb ‘rings of to-day? We talk 
glibly of agriculture and of lelurn to I he land ; but apart from the difficulty 
of finding suitable lauds, could tin* middle classes here or any w In re else in 
the world compete wit h t he manual labour <>! actual cultivators, with their 
special inheritance <*! centuries o! work in t in ‘fields, or w onld l hey be ahlc 
to compete with artisans whore families, imm, women and children are 
engaged in their handiwork? My L >rd. Germany was an agricultural nation 
until recently and so was Japan. We must st udy the methods which these 
countries na\e pursued to int reduce and develop the spirit of industrialism in 
their peoples and adapt them to Indian conditions and, in invoking light , wc 
must go to oilier prophets than those bre 1 on the sod ol India. What wc 
want is not more directors and inspectors for the supervision or suppression 
ol existing institutions, but schools which will leach our boys industries 
suit(‘d to India and bow to develop them, not as if we had the wealth and 
organisation of the West, but according to our humble resources and 
materials. We want our boys to be earner- of bread and not I o be mere 
on-lookers on -t ■ -re- wine', they may not touch. Apart from politics, just as 
you cannot stop a starving man from breaking into a provision shop, 
religion or law not withstanding. y<»u cannot Mop mental ferment when there 
is something radically wrong in a system which mily leaches our young men 
to read and write and nothing more. I see no indication in our budget of 
any real move in this direct ion. A committee of experts composed partly oi 
those who hav< the knowledge as to how these problems have been solved 
outside India would be of great value to the people. Whatever may be tin* 
character of the controversy over the question oi Secondary Kdiication. then* 
is no questibn about Primary Lducation and tin* disappearance of nearly 
500 primary schools and 50.000 pupils is a matter for serious consideration ; 
esjs-cially, as it is in these -chools that tin* number of Muhammadan boys 
has any real relation to tin* numerical position which th y hold in tin* general 
population. Various causes Lave hern assigned b>r tins decrease in primary 
schools, none ol wdneh is saliGaet >ry. I believe it is tin ins. sterna* on a 
more extensive type of primary schools that has led to this icsult. We must 
bear in mind that these seh >ols an meant essentially for tin* very poor, and if 
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we cannot find means to support t hese schools, can we not atiord to avoid 
improving them out of existence? 

From Education to Jail is not, a violent transition, if all that the 
Administrative Committee has reported is accepted. I understand that, at 
present, juvenile offenders are taken to the new juvenile ward direct from 
Alipore and Sealdah. 1 hope this arrangement may he extended to Calcutta. 
It is a matter of sincere gratification that juvenile offenders are taught 
useful handiwork in the juvenile jail at Alipore; hut there is no provision 
under which the careers of these offenders subsequent to their release are 
watched or guided. Once in jail, it is difficult to find agreeable employment 
outside it, and this question of providing work for released convicts, who are 
trained inside the jail is one which demands serious attention. In my mills 
I have had from time to time taken about 500 boys from the Alipore 
Reformatory School ; but my expectations wore not realized. These boys left 
the mills as soon as their term expired ; and though I built separate special 
quarters for them to make them as comfortable as possible they never put in 
aj pea ranee again. 

I would call special attention to the high death-rates in some of the 
jails, viz., 517 per mille in Hurd wan, 51P!> per mille in Larisa], <S8*(> per mille 
in Howrah ; and \v h i I < * dealing with this subject. 1 would call earnest atten- 
tion to the want of arrangements for segregation and separate treatment of 
consumptives. It is a pity that this want should continue. 

My Lord, it is not an easy matter to speak of the Police. That thev 
are doing their duties under circumstances of exceptional difficulties, only 
a heartless man will deny. The training schools have given us a better 
type of men ; but there cannot be an efficient police, unless there is frank 
co-operation between the public and the police, and this cannot be secured 
until tin* latter realize that they are the servants of tin* public and not their 
masters, that their general behaviour towards the public should be marked 
bv courtesy ami consnlerat ion and not by bullying and int imidat ion. What- 
ever the training schools may teach, nothing is more essential to a jioliee 
officer than good manners, and good breeding, willingness to help and 
abstention from needless interference. 

My Lord, there is a marked increase of expenditure in the < 'riminal 
Investigation Hepartment. I know that under the peculiar circumstances of 
the times this cannot be helped, and s<» long as assassinations and dacoities 
are resorted to by youths who should know better, the expenditure on 
this head cannot he justly curtailed. It is said that amongst these criminals 
are young men of good hirth ami social position. Put do t hev realize t lie 
essential cowardice invohed m killing an unsuspecting man even if he were 
an enemy, and that it is opposed to all religion and every dictate of morality 
and humanity ? Has ever any nation risen on the soiled and slippery steps 
ol crime? This is what I so earnestly wish they could realize in tin* verv 
interests of the motherland. 

My Lord, the community to which I have the honour to belong, is 
unfortunately a poor community and for want of educational facilities is neces- 
sarily lagging behind. We are grateful t o (Government lor the encourage- 
ment it is giving to Muhammadan education ; but it will not be rjght to solve 
the problem in the way in which it has been solved for the other 
communities in India. For the great masses of our people, agriculturists or 
working men. we do not want any elaborate system of literary education. 
Wo want schools where particular classes of our ]>eople may be trained in 
arts and crafts for which they may have already shown some aptitude. Our 
weavers, our porters, our other craftsmen will be all the better, if they are 
taught the elementary principles of the work in which they are employed, if 
for them it could be raised from men* manual handling to a conscious process 
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of tin* brain. It requires pi vat forethought ana i-aiv. for \\v must preserve 
tilt* inborn artistic sense ami not petriiy it into wtNHien moulds. There is 
good material at our disposal, li only we could utilise it. 'Tin* M uhanimadaus 
of tin* maritime parts of Hengal have proved tin ir capability as reliable and 
intrepid sailors. Must they lor e\ er remain the ignorant serangsthat their 
forefathers wen 1 * A school in ('hittagong for t caching t hem t he clement h of 
the art of navigation will not be a list less investment, when the ( iovernmeiit 
of India will haw* a navy of its own. Muhammadan yuths have been goinl 
mechanics. good joiners, abstemious ami sober, and if their ditViculi ies, princi- 
pally of means, could be o\ercnmc by giving them special laeihties for 
technical training, the community. ;h a wliole. would greatly profit. This 
aspect, of Muhammadan educat ion. 1 hope, will not be overlooked. 

Then, my Lord, my community is not adequately represented m the 
public services of tin* lYoxmee. I am not one of those who would tram our 
youths simply for (io\ eminent service; but circumstanced as we are in 
Hengal. I confess it gives our youths an honourable career, it makes our 
further ad\ance socially and politically more possible and supplies the 
elements of self-respect, and self-dependence. The future of this province, 
where the Hindus and Muhammadans are nearly equal in number, \erv 
much depends on their mutual co-operation and good understanding, and that 
can only be possible when tin* t wo great communities stand on an equal level. 
To this end. I hope both Hindus and Muhammadans w ill cheerfully work. 
And, my Lord, while* I am on this subject and before I conclude, it. is well to 
point out that the time has come when the position of the Muhammadan 
community on the Jhstrict Hoards and Municipalities should be considered 
arid defined. Tin* municipal elections, lately held in ('nlcutta, have resulted 
in the return of not a single Muhammadan candidate 1 . It may have been our 
fault ; but surely our Hindu fellow ell i/ens could very well have exercised 
some self-restraint to allow some of the Muhammadan candidates to be* 
returned for wards largely composed of Muhammadan residents. My Lord, 
it is not now tic* time for me to say anyt lung about special **lert orates. 

My Lord, mere is one other question to which I should like* to briefly 
refer. Indian manufacturers are siitb-ring from want of materials and 
ingredients. I cannot ask the < ■ overmnenl to come tot heir help. b»r I know 
the Government ane powerless m this matter. Hut, my Lord, without entering 
into trade or business, the ( lovernment can help them m many other ways, 
if they have a real (-omnc-reial Hureau, where people desirous of starting 
industries for which there may be a reasonable opening, can get all t,h» • mlor- 
mation t hey want. It ih not possible for t ioverimr*nt to be in a position to 
give information on every <^>ne**i\ able subject, but it may. however, take up 
the question of som** in lustnes which they think may b<* profitably started in 
India and plac** information regarding them before the public. Such 
information may fall on deaf ears for some time • but if the wav could bo 
shown to.vaids starting industries on a commercial basis, capital will not 
be lacking in Heimal. 

My Lord, the year w*> hav.* entered upon will necessarily be a strenuous 
nne. Hut I ije special expert wf It to which I Wish |o mvit-e I 1 1 * * attention 
of Your Kxeellency s ( i . »\ cm incut is the awkward situation of my community 
in India, ip the present war. I l‘*e! we are Imp* to help l h * • Government . 

not to deceive it. Therefor*'. I have not tin* least, hesitation in assuring the 

Government that no Muhammadan can contemplate without emotion t he break- 
ing np of the Ottoman Kmpire. Its great train ions and past achievement h 

are a heritage of which tin* Muhammadans are proud. I think ! need not way 

that such members of the Muhammadan community, who advertised that they 
had no sympathy with Turkey m tic* present crisis, vainly tiled to deceive, the 
Government and* underrated their intelligence and judgment. Hut I cam with 
equal force, assure the Government, that all Indian Muhammadans most deeply 
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< Icplore tin* rupt lire of tin* old. >id friendship between Turkey and Great 
Britain. I am here intent tonally avoiding the question of tin* loyalty of the 
Muhammadans of India to the 1 i ri 1 1 sli 'Flu-one; for the simple reason that it 
must not and cannot he questioned. However, our only hope is that the 
Muhammadans of India, who form no inconsiderable part of tin* Muhammadan 
population ol the world, will he enabled to rekindle the light which the 
Muhammadan universities of old had lighted. In that we ask the help of 
our (Jo\ eminent and their support, and 1 am sure we will not be disappointed.’’ 

The Hon’hle Mi:. CIIAKIhWAim said 


4 ‘ M v Loan, 

I shall confine myself to two or throe topics for purposes of my 
criticism. I have held and 1 still hold that, as long as there is this struggle 
going on with the external enemy, it does not serve any useful purpose to 
criticise the internal administration, except \\ here t he questions are of such 
paiamoiinl importance that they require immediate attention on the part of 
your K\eellenc\ s internment. I here is line matter to which allusion has 
been made by several Hon ble Members, and to which 1 desire to draw your 
Excellency ’a attention specially. I am told that during the last two months 
of last year, that is November ami December 101 1. in 1 he district of Nadia, 
the number o| deaths from malarial lev er amounted t o t he appalling figure of 
I'd. 000. \\ hatever mav be the theory m regard to the causation of malarial 

lever — as to whether it is to he attributed to anophclis nr any other kind o[ 
animal or stagnation of water in the sub-soil. I do not pretend to have anv 
sclent ific knowledge of | lie sll bjeet sn as 1" be able to oiler any Useful sug- 
gestions as to the method to be employed. I take the laet as it i w ^ that m 
one district. Nadia, during the months of November and Heeember last the 
number of deaths iroin malarial lever amounted to gd.OOO. Hui then is one 
thing which was noticed by the man in the street in Nadia, and it was this 
that people who had a short, distance to go lor their drinking water from the 
•lellingi suflered far less from malarial fever than those people who were a wav 
Irom t he .lellingi and who had to depend upon water drawn from tanks, wells, 
etc. It. seems to tile that it may, allot all, be a ques! ion o| the supply of good 
drinking water; but, however that may be, I find no solution at all. except 
that I may congratulate my friend the llon’ble Nawab Shamsiil Hilda with 
regard to 1 lie possession of a sanitary otfieer loi the town oj Krishnagar. This 
gentelman has found Ins ollice regarding sanitary duties a sinecure because 
he tells me that he has no funds with which to help t he people at all. There 
is a little small-pox in the town — imported cases from ('alcutta — he say.-, he 
can do nothing, he is absolutely helpless. < >n the other hand. 1 found him 
rather social and agreeable when I met him at a garden party on Saturday 
evening, and he was particularly conspicuous as a social human being, but so 
far as any useful work in the Uepartment in which In* has been employed 
is concerned, the ambic.ous programme which my friend outlined while 
intriHlticmg tin* Hill has not been given effect to. We have t In* Sanitary 
officer, hut he apparently has plenty of t ime to at tend garden parties and lie 
has not been able to prevent -d.000 people dying in the course of two 
mont hs. 

Then, as regards the question of economic distress. I entirely agree 
with my Irend the Hon hie |»abu Snrendra Nath Hanerji that thW-c art* two 
classes who have been \rry hard hit, but at the same time I congratulate the 
F manre Member of your Kxeellency s Government that tin* financi*s taken 
as a whole undei the conditions of this year an* remarkably goi*| for- 
th e province. One would have thought that, regard being had t<> tin* condi- 
tions under which we an* living t his year. t!n*n would have been a larger 
di slocation of business and greatei financial distn*ss in the province, 
hut your Excellency’s Government and the Finance Member have to he 
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congratulated that the dislocation in the financial affairs of the province ha 
been very limited. 

Ihe two classes of people, viz., the landlord and raivat, have been ver 
hard bit. Whether rightly or wrongly, during the last ten vears or so, th 
staple crop in the country was jute, ami the raivat, either because lit' i 
more greedy than other human beings, or just because he is as greedy, tool 
to translation of paddy lands into jute lands ; lit* had bumper crops whicl 
[etched very high prices from Us. 7 to Us. 14 and lie thought t hat he hn< 
only to shake the jute plant, and gold would fall. He did get gold for some tim 
and he fattened on that, bu^ the experience of this year has taught him ; 
lesson which I hope lie will take to heart, and lie would not in future be s 
sanguine and will keep a medium between paddy lands and jute land.- 
Rrobably there will be a contraction in the area of jute cultivation this yeai 
hut I do not at. all look upon that with any degree of apprehension. On th 
>ther hand. I look at 11 with a certain degree o| approbat ion and eongratula 
ion that the raivat may be led to divert a certain portion of Ins jute int 
paddy lands.” 

The Hon bh* BAHT ST BEX BRA NATH BAN KIM I interrupting said 

" * ( J ,( 1 not express any regret at all ; in fact, my sympathies are just the ot In 

way/’ 

lln i Hon bh‘ Mr. CHAKBAV ARTI continuing said : 4 ‘ I am very glad t 

licar that, because in point of fact we have to sell jute for export, praeticall 
he whole of it, retaining a very smali percentage for the supply of the jut 
mils locally. \\ hen there is distress you cannot eat jute ; on the other ham 
rice is certainly a commodity which will sustain human beings. 1 ai 
eery glad to find that I was mistaken with regard to the remarks made b 
lit* Hon ’bio Mr. Bauer ji. 

What lias been the result, of all this? The tenant has not been able t 
>a\ the landlord his rent, but the landlord has to pay the ( Jn\ eminent revenu 
iml other public demands. I do not. think that anybody knows the dilheult 
-vhich the landlord had on the last date of payment, /./*., the i'IM h <»| Marc 
his year, with regard to the payment of <»overnment revenue and other publi 
lemands. I venture to think that, almost all had the same difficulty. 1 d 
lot know whether my friend the Hon’ble Baja Hrishikesh Balia has had th 
*ume experience, but I am speaking from knowledge in connection with th 
issociation to which I belong, that almost all landlords had to supplement th 
ocal collections with money drawn either from banks or from money-lenders, f< 
he purpose of paying road cess and public works cess on the h ol Mare} 
A hat the position will be in future I do not know, because t here is aunt he 
:ist in dune, and one knows from experience that, at this time of the y. ai 
here is hardly any crop on which people can make collections and the positm 
>f the landlords will be very much worse, and the position of tin* raiyat i 
ikely to be very distressful at the time he approaches tin* early paddy croy 
vhich h(* would not get before July or August next. That *s one of th< 
lungs which (Government will have to attend to later on. 

There is a remark which has been made by tin* Hon’ble Baja llnshikesl 
-*aha with which I am m complete accord, and if I may be permitted to mak< 
t suggestion, with regard to tin survey and settlement operations, that, ii it i 
jobs i Lie — I do not wish in any way to interfere with the regular arrangement! 
>f the survey — to stay the hands of the (fovcnimmit this \ear. at all event: 
ill the financial prospects of t he tenants and landlords are brighter. I hav< 
10 doubt that fi overmnent will consider the desirability of doing so. 

1 now pass from the comments which have been made in connectioi 
vith the amounts which have been held over simplv for tin*- reason, that 
>wing to the war we have to postpone everything and after the war i 
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successfully over, we may quarrel an much an we like. At the end of the 
war we will quarrel an much as we like and nobody will ever give me the 
credit, nobody ham ever given me the credit, that i am not a pugnacious 
creature, ruder these ci re urn stances when the time comes we 'will light, 
but at the present moment let us bury tin* hatchet and let us think of the 
immediate surroundings of our life. 

There is one matter and 1 press Your Excellency’s Government regarding 
it. It is a small matter, only a question of Ks. 21,000 in connection with the 
sanctioned increase in the pay of the Munsifs. A number of speakers have 
alluded to this subject, and 1 can assure Your Excellency’s Government that 
it is a very hard thing for the officers getting only a pay of Jis. 200 — that on 
account of the rise in the price of commodities and various other necessaries 
it is very, very hard indeed for them to make both ends meet If it be 
possible for Government to give effect, to this ineasure.it would be a great 
benefit indeed to this deserving class. 

I pass on to a remark which has been made by the Hon’ble Kai Had ha 
Gharan Pal Kahadur with regard to the employment of Mr. Swan. 1 have 
nothing but to congratulate the Government upon the employment of that 
officer because from the nature of things it is absolutely impossible that in a 
very short time you will he able either to start new industries or to revive 
dead ones — it is not in ihe nature of things that, you can do so — but I have 
not the slightest doubt that Mr. Swan will be able to collect, \ cry useful 
information which will he not, only of importance to Government later on. but. 
when published, will be of great assistance to practical industrial people, to 
commercial people and to t be general community. As regards t lie quest inn 
of Government subsidising or helping or pat ronizing pri\ ate indust ries, it may 
be that my education in political economy has somewhat disqualified me to 
express my opinion. I ha\r alwaxs been against the diversion ol taxes 
raised from t lie general public for tin* purpose of devoting to. and fostering o|. 
industries. It is possible on account of the difficulties m which w ♦ are 
placed that some ol t he indust ries may be fostered by Government grants. 

I am assuied by a very high authority that an experiment was made m 
connection wit h the ahi minium industry in Madras and with great success. 
Government started the industry, made it successful and then passed it on to 
a body of private individuals. In the same way it is possible t hat Govern- 
ment may he aide to do something m connection with the growth of 
industries of this kind. Wit.h these lew remarks I resume my seat. 


The 1 Ion ble Mi:. IK > KNELL said 
“ M , > Lord, 

Education has, as usual, proved to be the popular item of the pro- 
gramme, hut I doubt whether I should l»e popular, if at this hour ol the 
afternoon I took up I he time of t he ( ’ouneil by saying all that I should like 
to say with reference to various educational problems or even all which 
has been suggested by the remarks which have been made at this meeting. 

The great criticism which has been levelled against t he efficiency of the 
Education 1 department is that we are always crying out for more money and 
that when we get it we cannot spend it. A dreadful picture has been drawn 
of tin* Department gazing impotent ly on the piles of money, which it is too 
feeble to spend, while all around the need is clamant. Well. I want 
first of all to remind our critics that the Imperial grants which have been 
made to us art' of two kinds — capital and recurring. Last year 1 mentioned 
some of the difficulties in tin* way of the rapid spending of capital grants. 
The amounts available are not adequate to the demands. Consequently, we 
have had first of all to select projects ; then -Ue> ha i to i>e .selected and 
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plans and estimates drawn up and approved. \\ liat a business all rhis is, any 
one who could see some ol the files in my office would realist*. As regards 
construction works, which have to be earrio 1 out through the agency ol 
the Public Works Department, we have to remember that the Kdueation 
Department is not tin* only Department whose demands the Public Works 
Department, etc., have to try to satisfy. During the last lew years every 
Department, has been putting forward large building programmes and the 
Public Works Department cannot. 1 understand, work miracles. 

As regards recurring grant s, when they were sanctioned first, it was not 
possible to spend them in lull, because we had to work out. schemes and gel 
them sanctioned ; but as regards these grants, there will be no difficulty in 
spending the money in future, for schemes have now been formulated and 
we can assign any anticipated sa\ ings to capital projects. 

At this stage I am afraid I miN go into some detail, for there has been 
a certain amount ol misapprehension owing to the figures m the budget not 
having been understood. 

The II on Me Mr. Surendra Nath Hanerji referred to page 53 ol 
the budget. Under the head “ Uudget estimate for 19I5-lb there appear* 
on that page a sum oj Us. J,X(Ml for lower primary schools for boys 
Mr. Hanerji said that he presumed that this amount was so small, becaust 
the mam channel for the .support of primary schools was the District Hoards 
but then he went on to iv|ei to the figure shown on page o I umlerthe head 
“Hudget estimate fin* 191.5-lb against the side heading “ Payments in support 
of local schools under District Hoards" and asked why. when the reviser 
estimate lor 1911-15 was Ks. 10.7b. 0(10. the provision for 1 1*1 5- 1 b should 1 m 
U s. J.XX.9bO only. Mr. Hanerji is right in assuming that the main eluinne 
for the support <>f primary schools is the District Hoards, but the discrepancy 
bet w ecu the figure- of 191 1-15 and I9l.5-lb to winch lie reb*rs js dm* to tin 
fact that, whereas the revised est.imat** for 1911-15 include-* tin* Imperial 
grants, the budget provision of Us. J>. c .9b0 lor tin* year 1915-lb does not 
melud** t hem. K lie d. sires t o compare t lie figure shown under the budget 
estimates lor 1915-lb with tin* corresponding figure lor 1911-15. lie should 
have e » m pa red the figure i\KS.9b0 with the figure J.XH.5b(>. In other words, 
the position i^< this • I’ln* amount Irom provincial revenue*- available fo»' 
primary schools during the year 1915-Jb is Us. 100 in advance ol the amount 
availabb during 191 1-15. All the Imperial recurring grants have been rnadt 
available. ( 'onseqin ntly. t In* amount available lor primary schools for 1915- 
lb will be i*ert amly not less, and probably a little more, than the amount 
available du ring 191 1-1 5. 

The Hon hie Habu Surendra Nath Hav refers p* savings to i lie extent oj 

Us. ‘9it.75.000 on the expend it ii re side of tlie Iuidget for 1 ‘9 ) 1-15. ol which in 

less than Us. bl. 70.000 are according to him dm* ip savings on education. 
The Dou ble Mr. Surendra Nath Hanerji has said something to the same 
e fleet . The Double Maul\i Musharraf Hussain n bored to the expendi- 
ture of the Imperial recurring grant ol IN. J7>, JO, 000. the omission of 

which from tin* head ** Uevised estimate (or 191 1-1./ led the Don bb 

gentleman to assume that no money was spent during that year under that 
head. I admit that the position i- a little complicated. lie* sum of 
Us. J7i.li0.000 to winch the Don bb* Memiier refers is made up of tfje original 
Imperial recurring assignment of IN. 1 ‘b JO. 000 plus IN. I J. on 000 realiotted 
as tin* unspent balance of the same recurring grant assigned for the previous 
year, the reallotted portion benj available lor expenses on capital projects 
only. It was of fours** vet*\ » ego-t table that more ol rlns particular 
Imperial recurring grant could n-9 U s,»ent during tie- financial year 
1&13-1-4. but selieines had to i.e worked out and sanctioned before the 
grant could be utilized. As regard- I 1m pjovr- on ol Us. J5.J0.000 made 
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in the budget for last year, I am glad to be able inform the Hon’bl 
Member that we spent out of this sum not less than Rs. 10.48, 016, am 
a scrutiny of the figures which 1 shall be very happy to show to m; 
Hon’ble friend will indicate that the chief reason why we did noi suceeo< 
in spending considerably more was that the provision includes th 
annual grant of Us. 5,00.000 to the Dacca University, a scheme which ha 
not yet been found possible to inaugurate. The amount of Rs. 13,20,00' 
provided in the budget for the current year represents of course the recur 
ring grant, assigned to 1915-16, the unspent balances of previous years nc 
having been made available. 1 can assure the Hon’ble Member that we shal 
have no difficulty in spending the greater portion of this amount durin 
the current financial year. Schemes of recurring expenditure ai e now i 
process of adoption and anticipated savings can be spent on capital projects. 

Before leaving the criticisms of my Hon hie friend the Maulvi on th 
financial administration of the Kducation Department. I must allude briefly t 
his statement that the Kducation budget for the year provides for a toti 
expenditure of ID. 1)5.67,000, with thirty lakhs of which In* seems to thin 
the Kducation Department can do anything they like. I wDh we could, 
am not quite sure how the Dou ble Member arrived at the thirty lakhs figuri 
He seems to have taken t. lit* provision o! ID. 30.00.000 provided in tin* hudgt 
for 1914-15 as the portion made available for the year from t lie I mperu 
( Capital assignment of Us. 75.00,000 and Supposes that the whole ol this 3 
lakhs is still available and can be spent on anything we like even though tli 
amount has not been regranted in the current year’s Kducation budgel. 
wish the Dou ble Member s view was correct. A certain portion ol last year 
provision of ID. 30,00.000 was spent and what remains is unfortunately n< 
within the discretion ol the Kducation Department t<> do what it likes will 
The whole amount has been assigned to various purposes and is required ft 
t hem. 

It is not, I regret to say. possible to find the money Dr tin Muhammad;: 
Arts ( ’ollege from this Imperial assignment. I shaie the Dou ble Member 
regret at the postponement ol the scheme lor the Muhammadan Arts I ollei 
in ( ’alcut tn, but 1 think that lie can rest assured that s<> long as the presei 
Hon’ble Member is in charge of Muhammadan education an opportunity f 
materialising t lie project will not be missed. 

1 turn to the Double Balm Nurendra Nath Bays criticism. In the fir 
place, the figure of Us. 61,17,000 which he quol.es is a little misleading. T1 
provision made lor expenses on education m DU4-D> was ID. 1. In. 15, 00 
When the draft financial sUitement for that year was being prepared, it w; 
calculated on the basis of expenditure actually inclined during the first nil 
months of the year that Us. 85. 75,000 would be spent. This estimate w; 
subsequently increased by the financial Department to ID. 85.23,000. FI 
Dou ble Member lias taken the dil.erence between Us. 1.15.45.7)00 at 
Us. 83.73.000 as t he savings. , As a fact we actually spent in the course 
the financial year DU B 1 5 a considerable portion of the amounts provided und 
the head “ Imperial grants both recurring and non-recurring.” This expem 
titre does not appear in the budget against the various heads of Imperi 
grants. The total amount spent from the Imperial grants, both recurring ai 
non-recurring. 1 calculate to have been about 37 lakhs. Of this amount a su 
of Rs. 20.32,000 is included in the figure shown in the revised column of tl 
budget for DU4-15. To this sum must be added a sum of Rs. 16,6 1.0( 
which was spent during DU 1-15 on educational buildings through the ageir 
of the Public Works Department. This brings the total expenditure durit 
1914-15 to Rs. 1 .01.87.00(1 and reduces the savings t*> ID. 43 56,000. Tli 
last figure includes the sum of Rs. 23.00,000 provided for the Dac 
University ; so that the amount which we have not been able to spend out 
the allotments from public revenues assigned to educational projects oth 
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than the Dacca University scheme does not in fact 
Ks. 20,00,000 or £1.37,000. Not a ve rv large 
considering’ the vastness of oar undertakings ! 


amount to more thau al 
balance to have in h 


I should like to say here for the information especially of the Hon 
Nawab >Syed Nawab Alt Chauillmry that w, ar, doinff our host, tu inautru, 
the Dacca university scheme. It is proving a tough job. hut it is 
being neglected. 


Oi course it is very regret table that when our needs are so great wesho 
not be able to spend more expeditiously tin* money placed at our disposal 
the Imperial Government. So far as the Kd neat ion Department is rcspoiisil 
I accept t he responsibility and deplore the dela\. and this brings me to eert 
remarks which have been made with reference to the directing and inspect 
agencies of the Education Department. One Hon ble Member has said tl 
there is too much inspection. Another Hon ble Member who 
said that though he recognised the value and even the 


is more po| 

. . necessit V of inspect] 

and direction he cannot but feel i hat it would be better, if we had more insti 

we an* very badly m need oi money m sp 
I have just alluded, and it is very desirable a 
u«*t over-increase out establishment, but I 
to remind the House that officers ol tin* inspecting agetiev 
more to do than to inspect ed ueational institutions and that tin* 
of tin* directing agency have unfortunately 
than merely to pass orders on such 


turns to inspect. Of course 
of the balances to which 
necessarv that we should 


vent i 

have a great d* 
>flic< 

a great deal more to 

pass orders on such inspection reports. The inspect i 
and directing officers of the Education Department carry on, with t 
assistance of the officers of tin* executive and others, tin* administration 
education, so far as that depends on depart mental agencies. The system 
centralised. \\ hetln r the system can be improved or not is a matter whi 
is entirely beyond the scope of this speech, but what I desire t o impress 
Hon hie Members is. that unless we have an adequate and efficient direrti 
and inspecting staff, the delay in maturing the schemes and gettingthe wo 
carrie I out will he greater than ever. I he officers of mv Department are 
hard worked as any in India. They do their best ;tln*y cannot perfoi 
impossibilities. 


I gather liom what is sometimes said and written on the subject 
primary education that then* is a feeling that we spend a great deal too mm 
on inspectors and lar fo> little on schools. A picture is painted of a nuinh 
of well-paid and underworked inspecting officers wandering luxuriously roui 
an inadequate number of half-starved schools. I think that if those who wri 
and say these things would accompany some of my inspecting officers on the 
tours, they might perhaps be willing to revise their estimate of the gener 
position. After all. to concentrate for a moment on primary educate) 
what is a primary school in Bengal ? Jt is not. I am sorry to say, usual 
an institution accommodated in a suitable building and staffed I 
effective teachers. Such an institution would at Heasl go on without tl 
inspecting ministrations of sub-inspectors. A primary school in Bengal 
as a rule a teacher who collects a few pupils round him and every or 
who knows anything about it at all knows perfectly well that tl 
progress ol primary rdm-ation in a district depends almost entirely < 
the inspecting and administrative officers ol that district. If tin* Deput 
Inspector is a keen man, il In* takes the trouble to find out pa rui it 
to encourage them to teach, to see that the stipends are easily mad 
available for them and are regularly paid, then the number of childre 
under primary instruction increases. Without such an officer it invariabl 
goes back. 


As regards primary education as a whole. I desire to say that I ai 
profoundly dissatisfied with the present state of affairs. From what I hav 
myself seen in the course of my visits to primary schools, and from statistic] 



34 2 


The Budget 

Mr. llornell. 


[6th April, 


I am exceedingly doubtful whether t 1 j » primary school system in Hengal is 
performing the function that it should he performing. I am exceedingly 
anxious that the whole system should he overhauled, and by way of insti- 
tuting an oLective enquiry I have | >ut on two of my best officers to study the 
conditions in certain areas. W hat they have been told is to survey the 
problem of that area and to put forward practical proposals. These proposals 
will probably goat a later stage before a largo committee which 1 shall ask 
(Government to appoint to consider the whole question. 

1 admit that things are not right and I appeal to the representative 
members of the llengah community to help (Government to put. them right. 
No good will come of repenting criticisms which are based on falsehoods. 
It, is always being represented that the Education I>< part incut lias closed 
primary schools by raising the standard in a quite unreasonable wav. 
What, it h as been asked, is the use of spending money on establishing 
Hoard lower primary schools when the establishment of one such 
means the closing of a number of private schools? It, is true that, we have 
spent some of the Imperial money on Hoard primary schools. I can say from 
my personal observation that these schools have been a great success. Tiny 
have been a great success because they ha\e lormed. as it were, permanent 
centres of primary instruction, ol a standard of general < fficiency which is 
comparatively speaking high. These schools are attended b\ a considerable 
number ol children. 1 he result is that the jutndhs and nniulvi ,s who teach 
in them get a reasonably adequate remuneration for their work, partly Py 
stipends and partly by lees. ( onseqiiently, they take some prid* 1 in their 
work and try and doit, well. What is t In* eondit ion of primary edm alien in 
t hose parts ol the Presidency m which there are still ] u act ical l\ m» Hoard 
lower primary schools, lor example, t he Hurd w an I l i\ i- ion ? Tin re primary 
education is imparled by a number <>| ^audits w hose i oral i ecn ; >K I n»m all 
sources do not exceed on an a\ gage more than b’s. a or Us. 6 a m*»nth. (hi 
such a basis Imw can von expect your primary instruction to be anything but 
uncertain and transitory? The work of Mich men is bound to be vry 
largely worthless. W e have not refused to grant them stipends. W e <jiiite 
realise that something is better than nothing, but it is beyond the power 
of anyone to retain the permanent services of a set of teachers who tarn far 
less t han an ordinary rooty. 

I do not think that the Hon ble Halm Surendra Nath Kay was lair 
when lie said that (bweinment was doing nothing for private secondary 
schools. We have two Imperial recurring grants, utie of Hs. 1 ,?>(),< 00 and the 
other of Its. ihihhOOO. The whole of the grant ol Un. I.o0,()00 is bein '’ spent 
and a good part ol tbe grant ol Its. -.iMbOOO will be spent, on giving addit lonal 
grnnts-ima id to secondary schools. Some schools have not recent d the 
additional grants which were available' for them, because we have in every 
case made the payment of the additional grant conditional on the t in { loynient 
of a more efficient and better rcmuncrat ed stall o| teaclicrs. 1 repeat what 
I said last year that these grants are merely a drop in the ocean of secondary 
schools in < his Presidency. As long ago as 1H0S it, was estimated that it would 
cost from In to 16 lakhs to put secondary schools in the then province of 
Hengal on anything approaching a satisfactory basis. W e have now less than 
three lakhs and a half ; the number of schools has considerably increased. And 
yet people are surprised because every school docs not get what it wants ! 

1 now' desire to say something about the Hastings House School As 
was natural then' has been a good deal of misunderstanding about this 
project. The scheme has been a great deal criticised. Most of the criticisms 
were based on ideas which were evolved from tin* consciousness of those 
witty persons who write in newspapers. The facts are perfectly simple and 
straight forward. It is years since the (Government ol Hengal was first asked 
to establish a residential school for those who desire for their sons an 
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education on somewhat different lines from those on whit-1, the education in 
the onl.nary h.gh school ,« conducted, Various proposals were put forwnr 
and discussed at great. length. Some t hough, that . he school should he at 
Ranchi, others that n should m the Himalayas. Last year two or three 

praettcal Bengal. gentlemen ol <h,vern,nen. and said This 

discussion is all very well hu, our hoys are growing up. Whv should m i 
t.overnment start a school on a temporary and provisional basis''' I, seemed 
tome both a sensible and a reasonable proposal. So with the consent of 

(.overnment 1 and .woof these trcntlemen set out morning a motor- 

car l<> hi*r whctlit r wv roiiM find MiiiaMc piviniMts in whirl) i hr school r,m] t j 
s ^ artrti * . i \ Ior V ° r ,,,Ss h’ arn.icnt nn o passed HaMin^ Units,.. ,,n |, f4 

gentlemen said. ‘ I. ,s just , he place.- I agreed approach the (iovernment of 
renfral who subsequently asked t he ( i , ,v,T„n.e,,t of India to lend us I last inn's 

louse for t lie purpose of the I. The < bo ermnoil Of India consented. 

llie Hon IT Mr. I-a/.-ubllaq has rehrred m the lakhs of rupees winch 
.over, intent has poured into this venture. As a lac we have ,|,e use of 
Hastings House for not lung and t lie w hole capital expenditure which has been 

incurred has been confined tot!,- him allot of a modern sanitary svst, m and 

to tlm furnishing and equipment of the build. up-. Tim scheme ,'s admittedly 
a temporary ami provisional one. If it succeeds, it will doubtless lead in the 
esiab ishment m buildings of ,is ewn of a permanent school m which the 
wealthy nini nf Bengal will contribute liberally. In the meanwhile all that 
J.ov. ninient has undertaken to do ,s to finance the school a temporary 
basis within the limits ,,f a financial "uaranlee from certain gentlemen 
mteiesled III the scheme. School Ices Will be charged at the ra'e of b's. |IHI 
l»r boarders and lis. i'.', for dav scholars. The greater part of t |,e reciirrm - 
co-t O t ile school Will be covered by the fee receipts. The school ,s no, merely 

intended for the wealthy. It is mtemle.l to mec line, Is o| t |,os. who wan't 

lor their boys a training which 'd nary high school does ,,,.| in their 

"l’" 11 "" provide, and who cannot obtain what they want without t lie co-opera- 
ti'»n ami assist met* ••] < »ov, , rinn, , nt 

Hr. Nilratan Saikar litis sanitary education. We had a capital 

pant Iron, tlm (Jovernment o| India lor this and a committee has been sitting 
I m ir report is its way to fimvninicnl. This report deals with text-books 
and the question how much can be done m schools in the matter of instruc- 
l ion in saint, at mu. 

It irmrnim to sav a low wonls al»oin that v# • x « 1 <|Uosiion ‘I lie cflurat i«»n 
oi Moslems.’ My friend the Hon’ble Mr. Haqtfor he really is my I r, end in 
spite 1 d the fearful things lie says about the Kducation I lepart meiif ; he 
tint ays greets* nm with a smile; I supeose that lie is flunking ol the mxt 
l>"dpet debate i has drawn a harrowing picture of a neglected community 
-tillering m silence. However. I do not think that things are quite as bad as 
U takes out. He has represented himself a- repeating hopelessly year 
liter year the same list of grievances and needs Well. 1 do not suppose that 
lexl year’s list will be any shorter, bu, I hope that lie will be able to intro- 
luce a little variety into it. For example, there is the question of the oMe„- 
uon of the Baker Madrassah Hostel. The Hon’ble Mr. Fa/l-iil-lfaq says. ‘Why 
is f* 1 ,000 was se, aside for this project years ape. tlm amount is still nvaib 
1,1(4 ,nlt n f, t hintr is <loim.‘ I am plad to be able to inform him not only that 
he sum of Ms. !» 1 .00f, is available bu, that two lakhs of rupees are available. 

I lie fact that this assipnment has been made is solely due to the personal 
'jbirts made by the Hon’ble Member in charge of Muhammadan Kducation. 

I here has been delay in connexion with this scheme As a rule no one 
iliafes more, han I do at delay. This particular delay 1 do not regret in the 
cast,. '1’he original scheme has beer, very greatly improved and we shall now 
’cable f° take up a great deal more lain! and make a very much better job 
it. The project Jias been administratively ap; roved at an estimated cost of 
uore than the double amount originally allotted. As I have said already, two 
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lakhs are immediately available. The work will be taken up an soon as 
possible. 1 am sure that when the Hon’ble Member sees the new scheme 
realised he will admit that in this matter we have not done so badly. 

Then there is the old grievance about the hostel in College Square. I 
dealt with this matter in the meeting of the Council which was held at 
Dacca. I then said that I could not recommend that Government should 
start a Muhammadan College on a temporary basis and in hired premises, but 
that if the chief difficulty of Moslem students was alack of hostel accommoda- 
tion, 1 did not see why a hostel in the neighbourhood of College Square 
should not be started. Here, again, we have been told that nothing whatever 
has been done 4 . As a fact 1 instructed Mr. Taylor some months ago to try 
and find a suitable house, and lie told me this morning that lie had found one. 
I propose* with the permission of Government to take this house and 1 hope 
before the beginning of the next session this hostel will be opened. 

Then we have boon taken to task about the Muhammadan Arts College 
in Calcutta. Here, again, though a man of great humility, J am not altogether 
prepared to say that 1 have sinned, in that I have done nothing. When 1 
looked into this matter some IS months ago 1 found that not only had nothing 
been worked out but also that a considerable number of influential persons 
were opposed to the scheme. I was not opposed to the scheme. So 1 set 
myself to work out a plan for carrying if into effect. The scheme has now 
been worked out and submitted to Government. It is an expensive* one, but 
this unfortunately cannot be avoided. The money not being immediately 
available it lias been found impossible to take up the whole scheme at once. 
The scheme involves the removal of the Anglo-lVrsian School from its present 
locution in the Madrassah buildings. 1 need scarcely remind the Domicil 
that suitable sites for schools in the neighbourhood of Wellesley Square 
an* not very easy to obtain. There happened to be a piece of vacant land in 
Wellesley Street which was obviously well suited for a new Anglo-JVrsian 
School. Having then some funds at our disposal we acquired this land and 
now we are blamed for not having carried out excavations on it. This, 1 
venture to think, is a little hard. Surely it is something to have acquired the 
land on which t.o locate a new school when funds for building it are available. 
Personally, I should prefer a piece of land and no building to no land and no 
building. If we had not taken up this land we might subsequently have 
found ourselves in the position of having the liionev for carrying out the 
scheme, but not being able to proceed with it, simply because there was 
no place to which tin* Anglo-lVrsian School could be moved. 

One word in conclusion with reference to that most troublesome topic — 
1 refer to the construction of certain college hostels in Calcutta. I cannot 
take up the time of the Council by going into detail with reference to this 
scheme. Originally, my predecessor advised Government, to build certain 
hostels for certain colleges on condition that those colleges provided the sites. 
The colleges were unable to find sites, and after an immense amount of delay 
some of tin* institutions concerned came forward and asked us to find the 
sites and build the buildings and in fact to do every thing for them. 

The City College undertook to find a site and to build a hostel with the 
help of the Government grant. They have obtained a permanent lease of a 
Hitt*, but now tin* Government. Solicitor refuses to recognise this as providing 
a good security for the grant. Some of the schemes are now fairly well 
advanced, but the money to carry them on will not be available this year. 
The eight lakhs Imperial capital grant to which the Hon’ble Mr. S. N. Banarji 
referred has to cover the whole of the capital expenditure which we incur 
from the Imperial grants during the current year. I understand, however, 
that the Government of India has granted an additional ten lakhs to the 
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University of Calcutta for the purpose of hostels. The fact that these 
schemes have been hanging on so long is a source of perpetual annoyance to 
me. The Hon’ble Babu Mahcndra Nath Ray expressed the hope that 1 would 
be willing to co-operate with the University in working out a satisfactory 
hostel scheme to Calcutta. 1 assure him that I shall only be glad to do so, 
and I feel that, if the University and the Education Uepnrtineni can work 
together in this matter, we may in the course of the current year, effect 
something. 

The Hon’ble the Vice-Chancellor said something about the desirability of 
increasing the number of M.A. v and M.Se. classes attached to (iovernment 
colleges in the mufassal. A good many schemes of University Education are 
now on the anvil and 1 should have thought that this was scarcely the time 
for increasing the number of post-graduate classes. Some specific proposals 
in this connexion are now under consideration, and I hope that the discussion 
of these proposals will ultimately help us to contribute towards the satis- 
factory solution of the problem of the reorganisation of University education 
throughout this Presidency. 

The Hon’ble NAWAB SYKD SHAMS-UL-HUDA said — 

My Loud, ihe llon’ble Mr. llornell has relieved me of tin* necessity of 
saying much under the head of Muhammadan Education, f can only assure 
my Hon bh* friends who have spoken on t lit* subject that it is not. for lack of 
any sympathy that the various schemes referred to by them have not 
progressed as well as they might have done. As has been pointed out by the 
11 on’ hie Mi*. llornell, the question of the Muhammadan Arts College is one 
which involves large expenditure, and I cannot say that there is any hope of 
having that college established at vely early date, until at least our financial 
difficulties have disappeared. But I think there is no difference of opinion 
on the necessity of such an institution and I hope that when the money jh 
forthcoming, the Muhammadans will have the satisfaction of having in 
Ualcutta a well equipped college of their own. 

As regards the Baker Hostel, the llon’ble Mr. llornell has explained the 
circumstances, and I may only add that if it were a question of Rs. hi, 0(H) 
•only probably then* would have been no difficulty, in starting the work 
earlier but the estimates rose from Rs. h 1,000 to Rs. 16,000 or something 
like that, ami we are f hankful t o the Government of India that they have 
removed the embargo on the grants to tbe University Institute and the 
Baker Hostel. 

The Hon’ble Xawab Xawab Ali ( Miaudhuri has made a reference to the 
money that was promised to the Moslem Institute. As regards that, what 
lias happened is this : the Moslem Institute was going to be part, and 
parcel of the scheme for the Arts College and that scheme is now postponed. 
This scheme had to he postponed also on that account. But wc have not lost 
the money in this sense t hat a part of tin* money allotted to the Baker Hostel 
has been the amount of Rs. 15.000 that was earmarked for the Moslem 
Institute. I hope that when the Muhammadans have got tlmir Arts t’ollngc 
they will have tin* institute as a part of that college. 

As regards the question of hostels for Muhammadan Law students, 

I am glad that the Hon’ble tin* Vice-Chancellor of tin- University has been 
Able to hold out hopes of a solution, and 1 trust that this grievance will in 
course* of time disappear. For the present, Mr. llornell has informed the 
Council that a house has been rented for opening a hostel, and I think 
this will meet present difficulties. 

My Hon’ble friends will also remember that when grants were made 
to private colleges, for instance, the City College, the Ripon College and 
Ihe Scottish Ghurehes College for hostel accommodation, it was expressly 

I 
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stipulated that a part of the hostels will be reserved for Muhammadan 
students. 

Leaving aside the question of tin* accommodation for Muhammadan 
students, as to which tin* Hon’ble Mr. Hornell has said all that was necessary, 

1 come now to the question of sanitation. A great deal of criticism has been 
levelled at the department under that head and a good deal has been said 
as regards tin* non-utilisation of the sanitary grant. I may say that a pari of 
the complaint is based on a misapprehension. What happened is tins : When 
grants made to local bodies were transferred to the head 45 — Civil Works, 
the actuals under the head of sanitation are reduced to that extent. The 
amount of the decrease of the actuals due to tlx* transfer was in 1 ( dl 2-13, 
approximately ij lakhs ; in PD3-14. 1 lakh ; 11)11-15. 3£ lakhs non-recurring 
and 1 lakh recurring ; in ID13-I I also an amount of 5^ lakhs was distributed 
among local bodies I nmi the Civil Works budget. It cannot therefore be 
said that Governmmt have not L eu fully helping local bodies. I confess 
we might have done a good deal more, but as a rule when making grouts out 
of sanitation funds, we insist on local bodies bearing a portion of the cost. 
Previously the practice was to ask local bodies to contribute two-thirds 
— Government contributing I lie remaining one-third. We have found from 
experience that local bodies are not able always to find the two-thirds, and 
in many instances recently .ve have raised the proportion from one-third to 
half, and even in some cases to more. But we have not and 1 am 
afraid we cannot — make contributions to lo *al bodies who are not abb* to 
contribute a part of the cost. In some cases it has so happened that the 
finances of local bodies have not hern found sufficient, to enable them to 
maintain the waterworks. It has not therefore been lor want of funds in 
recent years, but rather for want of matured schemes and Financial 
difficult, ies ol local bodies that money has been left unutilised under the head 
of san i tat ion. 

The Hon’hle Nawab Ali ('haudlnm lias referred to the fact that 
local bodies such as district hoaids and others insist on the people finding 
one-third lor the excavation of tanks and other purposes before any contribu- 
tion is made. There is some little misapprehension on that point which 1 
desire to explain. When Government promised to give aid to local bodies 
to tumble them to improve water-supply in rural ureas, they insisted on 
a certain proportion being borne by tbe people themselves, but now' that the 
whole of the Public Works Cess has been transferred to local bodies there 
are no hard-and-fast rules existing; as a matter of fact, even wdien Government 
contributed, there was no hard-and-fast rule, although it was generally under- 
stood that the contribution of one-third was asked for from local bodies. 
Now District Boards are perfectly free to spend anything they can afford 
towards lilt' improvement ol water-supply in rural areas, and if they fail to do 
s<» it is not the fault *<4 Government. As a maftet of fact. District Boards 
have large surpluses and attention has been drawn in our recent resolution 
to tins fact, and 1 hope local bodies wolf now take care to spend larger sums 
for the improvement of sanitation in the country. 

A groat deal ol criticism has been levelled at the malaria committee 
Members ol this t ' umcil who probably do not know much about this 
committee will he surprised to hear that i f s greatest critic in this Gouncd is a 
member of that committee — I refer to my Dou ble friend Dr. Xilratan Sarkar. 
The malaria committee is an advisory hoard, and 1 do not think my Hon’ble 
friend can complain that Government have not shown sufficient consideration 
or respect to any recommendations made by that committee, ft has 
been said by several Hon hie members t hat it was very wrong of Govern- 
ment to have refunded the fifty thousand rupees which the Government 
of India gave in order to carry out experiments in jungle cutting. My 
Hon’ble friend Dr. Sarkar is himself an expert and we are all /it the mercy* 
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of experts. The malaria committee advised us that they could not usefully 
spend the money, and we had to accept that advice. But if that advice 
was wrong I>r. Sarkar could have influenced his colleagues to give us the 
right advice upon which to act. 

As regards the Sanitary Board, suggestions have Been made for its 
improvement. It lias been suggested that- the number of non-otticial 
representatives on the Board should be increased, that its functions should 
be enlarged, and that its deliberations should he made public. As regards 
these suggestions it is enough to say that tin* Sanitary Board was only 
recently reconstituted, and that we have not seen enough of its work to 
justify us to make a change, but the suggestions made by my Dou ble lriend, 
Mr. Surendra Nath Banerjee, as regards making its deliberations public, will 
receive consideration. 1 may point out that tin* Sanitary Board is an 
Advisory Board and not liing t urns upon what it says, until Government has 
accepted its advice. Incidentally the Ilon’bh* Mr. Banarji referred to tin* 
scheme for water-supply, of Riparian municipalities, near Calcutta and he 
said that the municipalities concerned knotf' nothing of what is going on 
r may assure my Hon ’hie friend that nothing will he done without consulting 
the municipalities which are concerned in tin' scheme. 

Fault has been found with Government for not doing all that could 
be, done, in order to eradicate malaria from the country. My friend the 
Hon’hle Dr. Nilrat.an Sarkar has given us certain instances of (iovern- 
ment efforts, and suggested that this was all that the (iovernment 
had done. 1 do not think it is quit** correct. it, is not correct that 
vo* have been satisfied with merely supplying quinine to municipalities, 

but the whole of our sanitary grant for the improvement of water-supply 
and drainage is intended to improve tin* sanitation of the country, and 
they ought all to be considered as anti-malarial measures of groat importance. 
So far as the supply of quinine goes, not only do ( iovernment sell quinine 
at cheap rates, hut, whenever a municipality has been unable to supply 
sufficient quinine to hospitals, and have applied to ( iovernment lor help, we 
have seldom refused such help. In every case where wo have found muni- 
cipalities are not in a position to pay, we have helped thorn. I think the 
("iovernment have done a great deal more than my Hon’hle friends are 
prepared to give us credit lor. 

The H 011 ’ble Mr. Banarji complained that the ferry fund has boon 
diverted from its legitimate purpose. This is a misapprehension. The 

ferry fund was always considered as a provincial asset, and as a matter of 
fact, about 20 years ago. the (iovernment of India said ol this fund as 
follows: ‘Tile ferry receipts in Bengal have up to I lie present time gone 
into the common account of the province ; they are part of the general 

revenue assigned To the province hy tin*, (iovernment ol India in the 

provincial contract, and there is not the slightest, reason for regarding them 
in any way (‘specially claimable hy the District Boards from the Ihovineial 
Government’. So that even if (iovernment took every pice of the ferry 
receipts, it could not be said that the funds had been divertel from their 
proper use. but, as a matter of fact, a certain portion of the receipts from 
some ferries, though not all, have been made over to the district boards as 
part of the. compensation given for the expenditure on education and medical. 

The Hon’ble Xawab Bahadur of Murshidabad expressed a hope in his 
speech that the money which has been withdrawn from the sanitary grant 
should not lapse. He suggested that the unexpended balance of the 
Imperial grant, reserved or restricted this year, should be held to the 
credit of this (iovernment to b»* drawn upon whenever a favourable 
atmosphere was re-established. My Hon’ble friend will be glad to know 
that the unexf tended balances of the Imperial grant will not lapse, they 
are only suspended, and will be available lor their general purposes, as soon 
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as the return to normal conditions allow us to draw again upon our provincial 
balances. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Ariff ha6 referred to the municipal elections, and to the 
fact that very few Muhammadans have been returned from Calcutta — as a 
matter of fact no one was returned at the last election. This is a question 
which is not new. It has been carefully considered in connection with the 
amendment of the Calcutta Municipal Act and all public bodies, including the 
municipalities, have been allowed an opportunity of giving an opinion on 
that subject. I hope that a solution of it will be found when we introduce 
our new Municipal Bill. I do not think there is anything else to which I 
need refer this afternoon.” 


The Hon ’hie Mi;. LYON said 
u jMr Lord, 

1 will only detain the Council for a very few minutes with some remarks 
regarding hostels for colleges in Calcutta. It is a subject in which, in spite 
of the accusations to tin* contrary which have been levelled against us. we take 
a very practical ami real interest. I desire to give some figures to show how 
extremely difficult it has been to come* to a final decision with regard to 
certain particular hostels. When the committee, to which the Hon’ble Dr. 
Sarbadhikari referred, sat some 4 or 5 years ago, to decide the question of the 
expenditure of the grant of 5 lakhs for hostels, a certain portion of that 
grant was allotted, and was spent almost at once. The 1 sum of Rs. 2,86,000 
was, however, reserved for the hostels attached to the Ripon College, the 
Bangahasi College and the Metropolitan Institution, and this sum was divided 
into Rs. 90,000 allotted for sites, and the rest for buildings. When the 
acquisition of land was earned out, the sum of Rs. 90.000 rose to Rs. 1,74.000, 
and this increase, with the estimates which were made for the buildings, 
raised the total from Rs. 2,86,000 to Rs. 4.21,000. Wo realised the desir- 
ability[of building these hostels and made arrangements to provide Rs. 1,21.000. 
When the matter was, however, gone into still further, the estimate of 
Rs. 4,21,000 rose to very nearly 6 lakhs. We cannot secure funds for this 
expenditure immediately, but as soon as we can draw upon our balances we 
hope to provide this sum of 6 lakhs and we shall then be able to provide 
this hostel accommodation. In the meantime, we may make a beginning 
with some of these buildings. 

The City College scheme, in the same way, is one for which we are prepared 
to provide lakhs as subsidy. But then* has been endless trouble between 
the City College authorities and the owners of the site which they wish to 
occupy, and it was only during the latter half of March that we were 
presented with a schenfe, which had been prepared with great difficulty, 
and on the basis of which we were asked to pay out the lj lakhs. An 
examination of that scheme, however, showed that it rested on an unsound 
financial basis and that the lease 1 which had been entered into was not one of 
which the Government Solicitor could approve. It was therefore impossible 
to advance the grant immediately on the basis of that lease. This, however, 
is a matter of time. The money is there and it will ultimately be handed over. 
On the general question I may inform the Council that, out of the total sum of 
16 lakhs for hostels, we have actually spent 7 lakhs already, and for the rest 
wo have full and complete schemes. 

Lastly, ns regards the Muhammadan hostel, we hope to erect one in the 
neighbourhood of College Square. In common with the Muhammadan 
members of this Council, I listened with the greatest interest and apprecia- 
tion to the endorsement of their claim made by the Hon’ble Dr. Sarbadhikari, 
Vice-Chancellor of the University. We feel quite confident that that 
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sympathy will be translated into action when the Hon'ble Member, as V 
Chancellor, comes to deal with the 10 lakhs recently made over t.> 
University for hostels. 

The Hou’ble RAI l’UIVA NA I’ll M l' K.11K R.l I HA 11 A l >1* K said ; — 
“My Lokd, 

I have only to answer two point?, m the speech of the HonTle Ma 
Musharraf Husain as regards the Registration 1 >epart merit. 

The first point referred to is the revision oi pay . ,{ the miniM* 
establishment in the registration ot’ticys. No one i egrets theddav more t 
1 do. and ever smee ] took charge oi t lie depart men! , I have been stca 
endeavouring to bring ahout this much-needed improvement in the pax 
prospects of the clerks and nmhamrs of the Registration I >epa*t meiit , 1 
are paid miserable salaries. Their lot is indeed hard, and needs anieliorat 
specially as all I he other branches m t he dist net offices have l.een reorgan i 
(Hi tile recommendation of tin* Salaries Reconstitution Committee m Hast 
\\ cst Bengal. Last year we sent* up a scheme costing Rs. IhJilO to 
(iovernment ^1 India for the t eorganizal ion of the head(|uarters o| 
establishment. but t hey deferred passing orders on it until they received 
proposals also for the revision <>! t In* mufassal establishments and t hey ; 
asked us to consider the principles of tin* Ihhar and Orissa selienie, xvl 
they had just sanctioned. We haxe sjkv piepatvd a c unplete scheme 
reorganization for headqua rt ers and mufassal establishments combined \\ I 
has been fully examined by tin* Financial Depat t men! of t his ( iovern metif 
will soon be submitted to tin* ( i i >vt ru men! of India for approval. The < 
would be Rs. 1 ,AS.f>70 ]>er nil ii 1 1 tn. As lion l>b* Members are aware, aln 

every scheme involving recurring expendi; urc has had to be kept hack u\\ 
to the present conditions. But we shall ha ve f ho scheme approx cd hv 

0 overnment of India and ready for intro I net imi as soon as normal eomliti 
return. But lor the war I am sim* that some money would have been lot 
for introdnein ** at least a portion of tin* revision this year. 

As regards tin* second ] m >i nt. viz., pensions t o Sub-Kegist rars who xx 
paid by commission before the service \\a^ reorganized and they were broil 
on t In* pensionable establishment , 1 beg to refer the iloii’ble Member to 
observuit ions of tin* Double Nawab Syed Shums-ul - 1 1 uda made in 1 

1 oitncil last year Ihe matter is still be I ore the Royal Commission 
1 *u I » I ic; Services in India, whose pronouncement on the (juestion has not 
been made, but one of the conditions under which the service was reorgan i 
on a pensionable hTisis was that Su h-Regjst rars who chose to conn* under 
n e xv scheme would not have their services under the commission syst 
count toxvards pension. If they objected and their age was above 
they had tin* option of remaining on the e- mmission system. Tin* Secret 
of State sanctioned the scheme on these terms and although there is no do 
that some hardship is inflicted. \\e try to mitigate it as far as possible 
granting them extensions, so as to enable them to complete the trrm 
minimum pension. As regards Sub-Registrars still working on the eoinn 
kioti system, who are not entitled to pension on retirement, they are allowed 
work up to tin* age of (10 ami even longer if they remain efficient. In so 
cases they have been allowed to work up to years of age 

The Hon’hle Mr. CUMMINS said — 

‘*My Lord. 

I desire to make a few remarks on the subjects which appertain to 
Jails and Judicial Departments ; for I think in regard to these subjects th 
must be some misapprehension. 
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Under the head of Jails, the Hon* hie Maulvi Musharraf Husain is con- 
cerned because in his belief the amount which has been put aside for the 
dietary of prisoners lias been reduced ; and he says, and I think very properly, 
that this is not a matter in which Government should economise. In fact, 
however, there has been no economy in the rates of the dietary of prisoners, 
because there is no officer in the service of Government who is more humane 
and more considerate to those under his care than the distinguished and 
senior officer of the Indian Medical Service who is in charge* of that Depart- 
ment. What has happened is solely due to the number of prisoners who come 
under his charge ami the price of the commodities. During tin* last three 
years, part ly on account of tin* rise in prices and partly on account of tin* varia- 
tion in the number of prisoners, the total sum allotted to this head has varied 
from under 4 lakhs in 1911-12 to nearly 7 lakhs in 191J-14. The amount 
which is allotted for the current year is hj lakhs against 5 lakhs allotted last 
year. I can therefore assure the Honble Member that he need have no 
apprehension on this score. 

Under the same head of Jails, the Hon’ble Babu Upendra Lai Ray had 
remarked that he would like to see separate cooking arrangements for Hindus 
and for others. I would refer the Hon ble Member to tin* reply given in this 
(Council on the 1 Ith December 1911. when it was said that Government 
recognised the desirability of having separate arrangements in jails and that 
provision would be made when kitchens were reconstructed. I need only say 
that this policy is being followed. 

One other remark under this head of Jails, and that is with reference* to 
what Mr. Aril! said, t hat t here should be some expenditure of Government 
funds on prisoners who are released from jail. J desire to point out that in 
the West this is a duty which has almost universally been assigned to private 
philanthropy. There is already an institution on a small scale in Calcutta which 
was inaugurated through the exertions and humanity of a High Court Judge ; 
and another Hon’ble Judge is now in charge of it. It is a> vet on a very small 
scab* ; but (Jovernment have confidence in it and have afforded to it no small 
measure of assistance in tin* purchase of land. 

I now turn to the department called the Judicial Department ; and under 
this heat! 1 desire to answer tin* criticism that has been made by no fewer 
than five Hon’ble Members of this Council regarding the grading of Mtinsils. 
They all urge t hat it is very hard lines that last year a sum of Rs. I? 1 .000 was 
put in tht' budget which has now been excluded, and that their hopes that 
the l\s. 1*09 grade would be abolished have been dashed to the ground. It is 
true that this subject, has been before Government during t he last four years ; 
it is also t rue that this Government have made certain recommendations on tin* 
subject to the Public Services Commission ; and it is also, true that Govern- 
ment through the mouth of Sir William Duke said last year that In* fully sym- 
pathised with the proposed change, amt that effect would he given to it. But 
it has fallen to my lot to inform Hon hie Members of t his ( 'ouncil that Govern- 
ment. must at present, await the final proposals of the Public Services (Join- 
mission. That is also tin* view of the Province to which we were so lately 
attaching namely, the Province of Bihar and Orissa. There appears to be 
some misunderstanding as regards the expenditure required ; it is alleged 
that the amount is so small that Government should not grudge to pay it. 
The answer to that is this, that the matter will not be settled simply by 
excising one grade from the cadre. Two grades will have to he amalgamated, 
the 4th and nth. It is considered that if this change is contemplated, there 
must be a reorganisation of all the grades ; and this will cost not Rs. 21, (MX) 
but more than three quarters of a lakh. I would ask therefore the members 
of the service, for whom 1 have the greatest sympathy, and who are rather 
jealous of what they think is the good fortune of the executive service, to wait 
a little longer and to remember that even now the average pay of a member of 
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judicial service is Rs. 378 ami the average pay of a provincial executive 
officer 18 Ks. 3*t> ; so that even umler the present circumstances they have the 
advantage lliey also have the mi vantage that a new R s . ;><M) grade has been 
constituted throughout the whole ol Bengal. 

I Ins now leads me to say something .in reply to tin* criticism which was 
made undei the last head. 1 he question is — Why has t »overnment given allow- 
ance to the 1 olice and Civil Services? I'he facts are quite different from 
what has Iihmi supposed. it is alleged that all the meinhers of the Indian 
Tivil Services have received extra allowances ; this is far from l.emg t he case. 
A tune-scale has been lixed by the Secretary of State for officers bet ween t hree 
years’ and twenty-one years* service. There art* however only 'J\ officers who 
have deri ved any benefit out of a cadre of 1 S3 officers. It has affected onlv 
oHicei s of between two ami eleven years service and only lor limited periods. 
In the case of the Police Service no member so lar has i een aide to benefit 
from the time-scale approved for that service by the Secretary of Suite.'* 

The 1 1 on 1 hie Mu. BKATSUX BKLL said 
“My Loan. 

J think the House will be glad to set* me rising, as this means tin* 
end oi our long debate on this Budget. I desire to make* m\ remarks as brief 
as possible. In the first place, as regards general questions, I notice that 
many members still gaze with hungrv eyes upon the unspent balances of 
non-recurring Imperial grants, and some of them ask that if we cannot spend 
them at least they should remain at our disposal. The fact is that these 
balances cannot at present be touched bv Ms. They form a part of the 
general reserve fund of the < lovernnient of India, and at present we can touch 
them n<> more than we can at present touch the n*ser\e funds of Kaiser 
W ilhelm, however much we may hope to do so in future ! All we can 
do now is to hope that when brighter times come, these sums will again 
be placed at our disposal. As regards another general question, several 
gentlemen have asked that the Bepartmental Budgets should be printed and 
circulated along with the Provincial Budget. I am not sure those who make 
this request have seen the Bepartmental Budgets and realise their enormous 
bulk. It would hardly be worth the trouble to print all these papers and 
circulate them to member*. Moreover, the Hon Tie Mr. Stephenson and 
the heads of departments are always glad to provide (bubble Members at 
any time of tin* year with any details they require as regards the depart- 
mental Budgets. Besides, then* is the practical difficulty that, until the 
Provincial Budget is passed, the Departmental Budgets are not finally passed 
and so all we could circulate to dou ble gentlemen while the Budget 
discussion is going on would be a set of level estimates. In tin* circum- 
stances. the present system seems to be the most convenient. 

Then I turn to the different departments which are under my charge* 
These departments are many. viz.. Land Revenue. Public Works, Medical, 
Kxcise. Kinigration and f'omtnerre. The criticisms which have been made 
upon t hese departments are numerous. I hope therefore Hon ble Members 
Will pardon me if I do not deal ni detail with every one of thes«* numerous 
criticisms. ' I can only say that we have noted the criticisms with care, and 
when bettor times come we shall see what vve can do to meet t ie* wishes of 
the Hon ble Members, f will therefore confine myself to the imM important 
points which have been brought forward in the discussions on the Budget. 

4 / 

As regards Land Revenue, the first criticism is made by the Hon’ble 
the Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad. He points out that there has been a 
drop of 11 lakhs of rupees in the income of last year compared with what 
we had expected. I gather that he has drawn our attention to this drop 
of 11 lakhs in a spirit of mild criticism, but as far as 1 can see the 
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11 lakhs to which lu* refers are 4 ^ lakhs which arc due to the leniency of 
Government in collecting the dues from raiyats in klias mahals and lakhs 
which are due to similar leniency on the part of Government in collecting 
from landlords and tenants the costs for surveys and settlements. I hardly 
expected that we should he criticised for this leniency. In fact, while the 
Herd hie Xawah Bahadur has criticised us for not collecting these lakhs 
other 1 lon’hle gentlemen have earnestly asked us to postpone the survey 
and settlement operations and to refrain in a very great measure from 
collecting the charges which are still outstanding. At first sight this is a 
very reasonable proposal, hut I am sure if Hon’ble gentlemen had as much 
practical experience of survey and settlement work as the Hon’ hie Mr. Lyon, 
ihe lion hie Mr. Kerr and myself they would realise that to stop a survey ami 
settlement which is in actual progress is almost always a great mistake. It 
has been tried on more t han one occasion and it has turned out to he a very 
had iinne. In the first |>lace.it is an extremely hard thing that we should 
suddenly dismiss a large body ol hard-working .and low-paid officials. The 
settlement stall is not numbered in units of tens or hundreds, it is 
numbered in thousands — thousands oi low-paid atnins and clerks. These 
deserving men pick up a precarious livelihood in every settlement, ami I am 
sure Government should think twice or three times before it turned them 
out without a penny until the end of the war. Not oulv so. hut if we 
turned out these men we would he turnin'/ out a highly-trained staff which 
would he extremely difficult to collect again. Any business employer knows 
that when he has spent years m t raining and collect ing a special staff it is 
the very worst economy to let the stall go ami try years afterwards to (oiled 
them. Kven if we took this course and dismissed several thousand men, it 
would he impossible to dismiss every one. It would he absolutely necessary 
to retain a nucleus in thediet.net and the expense would thereby mount up. 
The house-rent, that we pay would also have to go on. The steamers would 
have to he retained and paid for. The tents would have to he stored and 
they would certainly rot and deteriorate. In short, when we stop a settle- 
ment and try to pick up the threads in a later year wo invariably liml that 
the ultimate cost ol that settlement is very much greater than if we had not 
stopped, and that when we come to collect t he cost from the landlords and 
tenants wo have to collect a very much larger sum t han would otherwise 
be tlu' ease. Not only so, but the results are very much worse. W hen an 
operation is suspended the draft record becomes stale. Non may suspend an 
operation for a year or t wo years, hut you cannot stop people being horn and 
people dying ; you cannot stop transfers and you cannot stop alluvion and 
dilution. A very large percentage of t he entries become incorrect and we 
have to struggle against time to bring them up to date and to rectify all the 
errors that have crept in. fry a* we like, t he u It i mate record is sure to 
contain errors. Perhaps worst of all we stir up disputes and leave them 
undecided for several years with the result that riots ami bloodshed occur. 
Prom bit ter experience we have found out that it is had policy, it. is not real 
kindness to the landlords and it is not real kindness to the tenants to stop 
a settlement which has once begun. , 

Then 1 Ion ’hie Members may say, if you cannot stop the work, at least 
you can stop collecting the cost. I do not know if the House generally 
realise what a small sum it is that we collect from the raiyats. I cannot 
at this moment quote the figures for every district, hut I can give you the 
tigures for tlie district of Bakarganj where I was Settlement Officer. In 
that district the charge made against the raiyats was only one anna on the 
rupee on their rent. A raiyat, whose rent was Us. f>. paid f> annas and a 
raiyat, whose rent was Its. 10. paid 10 annas, and so on. 1 am afraid that 
many zamindars realise larger sums every year in the shape of ahwahs or 
taknvi. Wo have never had any settlement in any part of Bengal and Bihar 
in which the raiyats have not simply tumbled over one another to pay their 
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settlement dues. Something bet ween i>5 and 5W per cent. has always been 
paid on the first opportunity without the slightest eouipulsioii ; "and no 
wonder ; for the raiyats, when they pay these few annas, get what is to them 
a regular charter of their rights. 1 liev gel a clear statement of every fiehi in 
their holding, a clear statement of their status and legal rights, and a clear 
statement ol tin* rent which can be demanded and which cannot he enhanced 
save by the processor the Tenancy Act. Finally, each raiyat gets, without 
additional charge, a good printed map showing every field in the village. 
The Settlement Officer of Mymensingh. who is now collecting his dues from 
the raivats, writes and assures me that lie has not had to issue a single 
certificate and yet tin' raiyats almost to a man have conn* lor ward and put 
down their few annas in order to got these papers which they value so much. 

^Turning from the raiyats to the zamindars. it is perhaps in these days 
a little harder for them to pay t he out ire demand at once. We recognize 
this and we have issued instructions to the settlement officers that they 
an* to treat their landlords with the greatest possible consideration. 
Whenever they find that a landlord is unable to pay in a lump sum lie is to 
get a kistihundi ” in such terms as are reasonable, and wo have asked that 
certificates and coercive processes should he used in a most sparing manner. 

I am sure the Hon bio Members will see that wo have taken all stops that 
are reasonably necessary. As 1 have said before, it is extremely difficult to 
stop a settlement once it has begun, but it is not so difficult to stop it when 
only till' traverse survey has been done and t lit * cadastral survey and draft 
record-writing have still to l>o undertaken. We have therefore given 
instructions that the settlement operations m the district of Rank lira shall 
be kept in abeyance for a year; but in ot her districts after Inosf candid 
consideration we have conn* to tin* conclusion that it is much better for 
all concerned that tin* operations should proceed and we have lull confidence 
that the kindly feelings with which every Settlement Officer is inspired will 
ensure that no hardship results either to the landlords or to tin* tenants. 

Turning to agricult ure, tin* I lon’ble ( 'haudhuri Muhammad Ismail Khan 
has drawn attention to tin* value ol demonstrations ol agricultural improve- 
ments. We are fully alive to the value of such demonstrations and we are now 
engaged in increasing the staff* of demount rations. The Hon hie Member would 
like to see more demonstrations in tin* khas mahals of Bakarganj, and I think 
he may rest assured that 1 for one am not likely to overlook tin* claims of that 
district. As regards fisherit s to which another Member has referred, I would 
recommend him to read Mr. Southwells very valuable Bulletin (Bulletin 
No. 5) in which the whole history of our fishery operations is given in detail. 
Then I was asked by the Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur what is the 
sum of Rs. 50,000 which was been put down for gratuitous relief. Air 
exactly similar sum was put down in the year which has just closed. We 
thought it was wise to make that provision in view of the distress which 
might still be prevalent in the Burdwan Division. I am glad to say that we 
had only to s|>end Rs. ±000 of that amount. But. although last year we spent 
only Rs. 2,000, we considered it wise in the present year to repeat the full 
allotment of Rs. 50.000. We do not know when or whore it will Ik* required. 
We trust it will not he required at all. hut all will agree, that it is a prudent 
and considerate provision, 

Turning to Public Works, the Hon’hle Rai Radha Gharan Pal Bahadur 
has asked for some particulars about the Grand Trunk Road. The road, he 
will remember, is partly under Government and partly under local bodies. 
We admit that this is not altogether a satisfactory arrangement and we have 
been considering whether the whole length of the road from the capital until 
it leaves this Provinee could not be brought under one management. In the 
meantime, for the stretches which are under Government management I can 
tell the lion'ble Member that Rs 1.88.1KK) have been set down for repairs and 
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Ks. 15.000 for improving and widening the road at one place. While I am o 
the subject of roads in that neighbourhood 1 may allude to what the sam 
Hon’ble gentleman said about the Howrah-Amta Road. That road i 
under the District Hoard, and any representation about that road should b 
made to that local body. 

Thu Hon’ble Maulvi Musharraf Husain and the Hon’ble Mr. Chaplii 
have referred to the Denars roads. We are going on with our programme fo 
the improvement of roads in that district and have allotted four aud-a-hal 
lakhs for the coming year. As the Hon’ble Maulvi Sahib has pointed ou 
there are two systems, the Eastern system and the Western system, and h 
is very anxious that we should connect, the two. Sooner or later we must con 
neet them. In the first instance, however, we will confine our attention ti 
improving the two systems, and when they are in a proper state of efficiency 
we will consider what is the best way to connect them. 

Turning to of her branches of the Public Works Department sevora 
gentlemen have alluded to the measures which we are taking to obviate i 
recurrence of the Hurd wan floods and mention has been made of tin 
admit able tcpoit of Mr. Addams-W illtams. It is the intention of Governmeni 
to carry out ns far as possible the recommendations in that report. In tin 
present year we have allotted a small sum of Its. .'in. IKK) which will be spenl 
lor survey, etc., in connection with these projects. I assure the House that 
we are not likely to forget the Hunlwan floods and that we shall do all in out 
power to prevent their recurrence. 

Turning to the question of the ( ’hittagong Port, the Hon’ble Mr. Haylej 
lias asked us to make a pronouncement of our policy. I am afraid I can mak< 
no pronouncement beyond referring him to the resolution which was moved 
b\ file 1 1 on Me I tabu Upend ra Eal Kay and accepted by (iovernmeiit af tin 
meeting of the Council a« Dacca last autumn. We accepted that resolution 
then and we still accept it. As regards the finance of the Port. I find that 
<lu ring the last, two years Government have given ifi lakhs to this port in addi- 
tion tea recurring grant of one and a half lakhs which runs for five years and 
is borne half by the Imperial Government and half by the Provincial. These 
sums that we have made over to the Port Commissioners of Chittagong have 
not, we find, been entirely spent. In fact, the other day when they came up 
and asked us either to give them or lend them Ks. 75,000 in order to buy a 
dredger we looked into the state of their finances and found that, they had 
been banking some of the money which we bail given them. At that time they 
had a comfortable banking balanc- of two lakhs of rupees. In the circum- 
stances we Were hardly inclined to give them another Ks. 75.000 either as a 
loan or as a gift and we suggested that the Port Commissioners should use 
part of the sum which they had banked to buy this dredger. I do not think 
tli* 1 House will^ say that this was an unreasonable thing on the part of 
I'O'ei nmcnt. I lie 11 on* Me Mr. Hay ley litis put in a modest request for 7 2 
lakhs of rupees. Well, I can only say that it is a difficult thing to take the 
" creeks from a Highlander ” and 'it is an equally difficult thing to take 72 
lakhs of rupees either from this Government or from the Government of India 
within the mensurable future. Hut although we cannot give any promise for 
such a large sum this Government always have had and always will continue 
to have a very kindly eye on the port of (’hittagong. I must apologise to the 
Hon ble Mr. Kayley and to Ins colleagues for having repeatedly promised to go 
down to (’hittagong and examine these questions on the spot, and having 
repeatedly found at the last moment that I could not do so, but 1 am really 
going down in the last week of this month. The Hon’ble Mr. Gowley will 
accompany me and we shall examine every question in connection with the 
port of Chittagong and see what we can possibly do to improve the circum- 
stances of the port. 
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Turning to the medical budget, the Honble the Nawab from Coiuilla 
ha« drawn the attention of Government to the needs of nmfassal hospitals. I 
would be the last person to neglect the mufassal at the expense of other 
places, but at the same time it must be recognised that the duty of providing 
hospital accommodation in the mufassul rests primarilv not with Government 
but with the local bodies. 1 find it is estimated the District Boards and 
municipalities will allot m the coming year Us. 8,»MUXK> towards the upkeep 
of hospitals and dispensaries. 'Government look to i hem to do the major part 
ol this work but tit the same time 1 find that Government tlc-niselves propose 
to spend on mufassal hospitals and medical attendance in the mufassal no less 
a sum than Its. ()()(). Considering t hat we have laid down that this is pri- 
marily not our business but the business of the local bodies, we are not doing 
badly when we are giving six lakhs odd in addition to t lie eight lakhs o ld 
offered by tin* l(K*al Unlit'*. 

turning to the question ol Helgachia Medical College, to which several 
II on’ hie gentlemen have referred, the Set? notary of State lias sanctioned 
an initial grant of f> lakhs and half a lakh recurring for t he improvement of 
this college, hut it must he remembered that this was not an unconditional 
grant. I lit 1 Secretary ol State has sanctioned it on the distinct understanding 
that the collet* authorities will provide lakhs as initial expenditure, 
also that the municipalities will provide Rs. .*10,000 and the University 
Rs. 10.000 as recurring expendit lire. 1 sincerely trust that tin* college authori- 
ties, tin' 1 niversity and the municipalities will he able t o provide their share 
because it would he a thousand pities if the generous grant, that the Secretary 
of State has sanctioned were allowed to la, >se. 

Turning to the question of excise, it is refreshing to hear the two sides 
of the question put before us. the whole-hearted temperance advocaey of the 
\ ice-' 'hancellor and the brave defence ol tin* consumers of intoxicants by the 
Honble Raja Hrishikesh Lnlia. Government as usual are trying to steer a 
middle course bet ween t In* Seylla of t he Vh*e-< 'haneelbir aim the (’harybdis 
of the Raja. We want to sen the m iiimum of the drinking and the maximum 
of revenue, and we steadily pursue that policy. 

bn behalf of the ( l overn ment, 1 temlt‘rour thanks to tin* Advisory Hoards 
in the mufassal and the Licensing Hoard of Calcutta. This is a subject to which 
several gentlemen have alluded. The Advisory Hoards, as the House is aware,, 
have no statutory functions; they coniine themselves to helping the local 
officers. Those committees exist. I am glad to say, m every municipality and 
in every area which Inn a local hoard t hroughout 1 h« province, and they are 
doing excellent, work. In Calcutta, tin* Licensing Hoard has very large statu- 
tory functions in deciding where there should bo excise shops and where there 
should lie none. Hon hh* gentlemen would perhaps like us to have hoards with 
statutory functions throughout the province ; possibly we may have this in 
time, possibly we may noi. I think it will be wise to confine ourselves in the 
first instance to tin* experiment of < 'alcutta. After all, it is not a small 
experiment. ( )ne-tliird of the whole excise revenue of t he province comes 
from Calcutta. Therefore, in an area winch is responsible lor one-third of our 
excise revenue wr have set up an mdejiendent Licensing Hoard with very large 
statutory powers. This is an experiment which. I am sure, the House will 
watch with tin* greatest interest and until we sec* what happen** in Calcutta it 
would be unwise to rush in and institute similar boards in the mufassal. 

Turning to the question of emigration, the Hon hie Mr. Chaplin has 
alluded to the question of coolies in the district of Darjeeling. He said that 
during tin' Abor Expedition considerable numbers of transport coolies wore, he 
believed, taken from the tea-gardens and he has also voiced other grievances 
which the tea-planters feel with regard to the recruitment of coolies. These 
coolies were recruited not for this Government, but for the Assam Govern- 
ment. They were recruited, in the first instance, for a military expedition and 
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afterwards they were recruited in connection with political raids on the 
frontier. I think there has been some misapprehension regarding this. It has 
been alleged that these coolies who were recruited in the hill have suffered in 
health by being sent to work in the plains. This is very far from being the 
fact. A gallant officer who is now fighting in Flanders at the head of Indian 
troops informed me that he himself worked with these coolies at a height of 
10,000 feet in the Mishmi Hills in tin* year after the above expedition. For such 
work none but hill men could be employed, and the coolies recruited in 
Darjeeling did, as might be expected, admirable work for the State. Then, 
as regards Mr. Chaplin s allegation that coolies were taken from tea-gardens, 
1 find that he is again under a misapprehension. The Tea Association has 
specifically disclaimed this allegation. It has confined itself to saying that 
coolies were taken in large numbers from the bazars and bustees and that to 
fill the vacancies so caused coolies are attracted away from the tea-gardens. 
That is quite a different matter. We. like anybody else, can go to the bazar 
and see what labour we can get from it. but we do not go round and snatch 
Coolies from the gardens of planters. That is a thing which we have never 
done and which we never shall countenance. In order that tin* House may 
understand the real issue between the Government and the tea planters of 
Darjeeling, it will he convenient, if I read what we wrote a few months 
ago to the Tea Association on this subject : — 

“Your letter under reply raises two questions: firstly, the recruitment for 
Government purposes in t Jit* Darjeeling district, and, secondly, the abolition 
of the t liana parade of military recruits at Darjeeling. The first question has 
been dismissed on many occasions, and it is unnecessary to examine it at 
length in the present letter. But ] am to point out that the coolies recruited 
by Government have been recruited for semi-military purposes and for 
employment mainly in hilly districts, and that the facts and figures on winch 
your Association base the assertion that those coolies have been employed to 
the detriment of their health have not been furnished to Government. The 
attitude consistently adopted by Government in this matter is that it is 
impossible to admit the claim of the tea planters in Darjeeling to a monopoly 
of Gurkha labour. Owing to their proximity to Nepal they are already 
favourably situated with regard to this labour, and there is no desire to 
deprive them of this advantage. But it is impossible for Government to limit 
the field for the employment of Gurkha labour, and the tea industry in 
Darjeeling must compete for this labour in the local market, the labour being 
allowed to seek the employment which it considers to he most to its advant- 
age. At the same tilin'. His Excellency in Domicil is prepared to direct tho 
local authorities that, while giving reasonable facilities to recruiting parties 
for Government purposes from other Provinces, they shall do nothing to 
dissuade any man from entering the labour force of a tea garden, if the man 
himself desires to enter it. 

“ As regards t he thami parades, it was represented to this Government that the 
orders requiring that every recruit should be paraded for two Saturdays at the 
thana were very inconvenient to the military authorities and led, in 
some cases, to recruits being detained for an undesirably long time through 
missing one detachment and having to wait for the next. It was further 
reported that during the last ten years there had been no instance of recruits 
being claimed at the thana parade. It is still open to managers to claim 
recruits from the dejiAt, but Uie recruits concerned belong to the fighting 
castes, and as it is the accepted policy of Government to discourage in every 
way the recruitment of Gurkhas of the lighting castes for civil employment, 
the danger of the military recruitment interfering with the labour on the 
gardens will in the future cease to exist; and the opportunities given of 
claiming at the depflt any Gurkhas who were employed in the garden before 
the issue of the orders against the recruitment of military castes would fteem 
to be a sufficient safeguard for present requirements.” 

That is a plain statement of the ease, and I think the Council will agrpe 
that the altitude of the Government has been reasonable and fair throughput. 

1 would only intuition one other subject, and it is a very entrancing 
subject, which has been alluded to by many Hon hie Members. I refer to the 
industrial expansion of the Province. In this matter, the Local Government 



The Budget 357 

Mr. Belt 

ure, as you undei stand, Lit some disad vantange. \\ e art* not like a ministry 
in the British Parliament who an* more or less homogeneous in their eeono- 
mic views. The members of a Local ( Jove rumen t . on the otln*r hand, an* 
brought together in a more or less fortuitous manner and I think it is 
probable that our personal opinions ol the M « mbers. Seeiotaries and Heads of 
Departments represent e\ery shade nj economic t bought --I rom the stern 
rectitude of John Stuart Mill on the one hand to the whole-hearted heresy ol 
Joseph < Miamherlain on the oilier. When then-lore we are asked to make a 
K collective pronouncement on an economic proidem w** an* placed in some 
difficulty. We feel very much like the cow boy who purchased a printed 
fSrayer and framed it ami pointed to it e\ er\ night saying ‘tlmms niv 
sentiments. So it, is with a Local ( iovernnient . We can only take tin* 
dispatches of the Secretary of State and the speeches ol the Member-iiif- 
< liarge of (’ominerci and Industry, and point, to them saying t hem s my 
sentiments.’ i Hit within the limits laid down for us we are willing and 
anxious to do whatever is humanly possible for tin* industrial development, 
of this province and as a beginning: we are asking the (iovernment ol India to 
obtain for us an expert Director of Industries, and tie* larger the powers that 
;ire given to our Director ol Industries the better pleased the Loc.'il t«o\ern- 
t will be. \\ it h t hese few words. I close my observations and thank 
Hon’ble Members once more for the kmdlv and considerate \vu t \ m which 
they have received the Budget o| 1 ( JL>-D> 
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ibswoet of the Proceeatngs of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled 
Wider the provisions of the Indian Councils Acts , 1861 , 1892 , and 1909, 
and the Government of India 1912. 

The Council met. in the Council Chamber in Government House on 
Wednesday, the 7th April, ll>15, at 11 a.m. 

Present : 

His Excellency the Right Hon’ble Thomas David, Baron Carmichael 
of Skirling, u. c.i.e., k.c.m.g.. Governor of the Presidency of Fort 
William in Bengal , presiding . 

The Ilon’ble Mr. I\ C. Lyon, c.s.l, Vice-President. 

The Ilon’ble Nawab Syed Shams-cl-Hcda. 

The Hon’ble Mr. N. D. Beatbon Bell, c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Col. W. R. Edwards, c.b., c.m.g. 

The Hon’ble Mr. C. •!. Stkvenson-Moork, e.v.o. 

Tht* Hon’bh* Mr. F. .1. Monahan. 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. (1. Ccmm ing, (m.k. 

The Hon’ble Mr. .J . II. Kerr, c.i.e. 

The Ilon’ble Mr. H L. Stephenson, c.i.e. 

The Ilon’bh* Mr. II. F. Samman. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. II. Green. 

The Ilon’ble Mr. W. \V. Hornell. 

The Hon’ble Mu. C. F. Payne 

The Hon’ble Hai Priya Nath Mckharji Bahadek. 

The Hon’ble Mil F. A. A. Cowley. 

.The Hon’ble Mil H. J. Hilary. 

The Hon’ble Dr. Nilkatan Sircar. 

The Hdn’ble Raja Hbihhikehh Laha, c.i.e. 


The Hou’ble Me. ByomKes Chakravarti. 



360 


[7th April 

The Hon’ble Sib Bijay Chand Mahtab, k.c.b.i., k.c.i.e., i.o.m. 
Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan. 

The Hon’ble Raja Shohhi Kanta Acharyya Chaudhuri Bahadur. 

The Hon’ble Dk. 1)kha Phahad Sarbadiiikabi, c.i.e. 

The Ilon’blo Raja Dikexdua Xarayan Ray. 

The Hon’ble Rai Radiia Chakak Pal Bahadur. 

The Hon’ble Mu. E. H. Bray. 

The Hon’ble Mu. F. H. Stewart, c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Mu. W. T. Ghice. 

The Hon’ble Mu. G. A. Bayley. 

The Hon’ble Mu. A. W. C. Chaplin. 

* 

$ 

The Hon’ble Mr. Golam II ossein Cassim Ariff. 

The Hon’ble Maulvi Musharraf Husain. 

The Rou ble Maulvi A. K. FAZ-rL-lIry. 

The Hou’ble Nawah Saiyiu Hossam Haidki: 1 haudh uki, Kha> 
Bahadur. 

The Rou ble Uai Nalinaksiia Basu Bahadur. 

The Hon’ble Nawah Sahid Nawah Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur. 
The II on’ble Bari Surkndka Natii Banfkji. 

The Hon’ble Baru Surkndra Nath Bay. 

The Hon’ble Babu Mahendua Nath Kay, c.i.e. 

The Hou’ble Rai Hari Mohan Chandra Bahadur. 

The Hon’ble Chaudhuri Muhammad Ismail Khan. 


The Hon’ble Babu Upendra Lal Ray. 
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The Hon’bla Colonel \V. R. Edwards, c.h., c.m.g., made the prescribed 
0a th of fus Allegiance to the Crown. 

CITY CIVIL COURT RESOLUTION. 

[The (locution on the Hou’ble Bh1*u Suremira Natli ICa\ V rt'Holuliun. TVtranliri^ the i*st uWlishiiuMit of 
A City Civil Court m Calcutta. whicn hud Uvn jmtitjKitici) from the iiuvlm^ of the 14th lK*eeml»er 1914, 
was resumed. The Keaolution was us fid lows — 

Thi« Councd recommend** to the Governor mi Council that a City Civil Court, separate from the 
Calcutta High Court „ H be estahlulied m Calcutta for the trial of suit* valued at rupees ten 
thousand or under, or of such valuation hn the (ioverninent tmn think projs*i. which may 
he instituted within the original civil jurisdiction of the said Ili^lt Court, ami that Government 
Ik* pleased to take the necessary st^ep > for the earlv estahlishment of sucli a Cit\ Court.] 

Tlu> Hon ’ble NAWAB SAIY1D NAWAB A LI CHAUDHURI. KHAN 
BAHADUR said : — 

" Mv Lord, wlion learned counsel ami lt*ann*tl vakil disagree, it becomes 
difficult lor lay people, innocent of legal wisdom. Id make up their mind and 
vote with either. But J venture to think they are all the same entitled to 
entertain, and whan necessary, to express, their own views on a matter such 
as the one now before the Council. For is it not this same body of men 
which is the litigant public as well, and which pays the piper V 

Mv Lord, as a man from the ulufasial. owning neither blue nor Kuif ns 
the colour of my conviction. 1 can claim to have viewed t he subject from the 
standpoint of an impartial observer, who, perchance, might he credited with 
seeing more of the game than those engaged in it. A mufassalite having to 
spend quite a large part ot the year in this city. 1 have had in a manner 
special facilities for noting and comparing things for myself, and I can at once 
sav that 1 shall lie sorry if the resolution now before ns does not receive the 
whole-hearted assent of this Council. 

My hon’ble friend the mover has dealt with his subject with a mastery 
of details which a man of his professional experience alone can command. 
After having listened to him it ought not to lie difficult for any one of us 
to fall in with his view-.. The facts and figures with which the Hon’ble 
Mr. Ua.v has embellished his arguments are in themselves very instructive 
and sometimes amazing to a degree. 1 1 t lie Original Side of the High Court 
has been known tons for anything more than for any other, it lias been for 
certain, rather original, metlio Is in which people can relieve themselves of 
their superfluous cash with its aid. Wo of the mufassal fight shy of the 
ordinary original civil jurisdiction of the Calcutta High Court, because 
to have property or any business concern within the magic girdle of the 
Circular Road* stands for a series of interminable troubles, directly one 
has to cultivate acquaintance with a particular neighbourhood not far 
from this Council chamber. While life in these circumstances proves a 
burden, death, which ought to close one’s days of misery, oftentimes opens a 
chapter of misfortunes for the dear ones left behind.* hor, it is no exagger- 
ation when I say that it is at best a legacy of troubles which people often 
bequeath to their children in this Presidency town, thanks to the costly and 
cumbrous procedure obtaining on the Original Side. 

Since the introduction of the resolution last December, a mass of 
literature bearing on the subject has been placed before us. And from all 
that I have been able to gather. 1 am firmly convinced that there is absolutely 
nothing to be said against the proposal. The main question on which the 
whole thing turns is as to whether the Original Side practice and procedure 
keep out a class of people who have to put up with wrongs rather than seek 
redress in the High Court. The answer to this has been furnished, in the 
only possible way in which it could bo furnished, by an emphatic yes. by 
our worthy Municipal Corporation as also by the British Indian Association 
quarters to which alone one would look for an unbiassed and authoritative 
expression of opinion on the point at issue. . , , 

. There is one common sense point of view from which I would ass 
hon’ble members to approach a discussion of the question beforef us# Lnder 
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present conditions, each party to a suit on the Original Side has to choose a 
particular class of legal practitioners through the agency of another branch 
of the legal profession, the minimum requisite being one lawyer of each of 
these two classes. It seems to me almost an interference with the rights of 
parties thus to bind them down under hard-and-fast rules in the choice of 
their legal advisers. The choice as well as the number of lawyers to be 
engaged in a particular case must depend on various factors, and very parti- 
cularly on the length of the purse of the party concerned. Outside the 
jurisdiction of the Original Side the parties have a perfect liberty of choice in 
the matter of their legal advisers whose number need not be more than one 
on each side, and even when these mufassal cases come up to the High Court, 
on appeal, their freedom of choice is not taken away. I do not see any reason 
why on the Original Side alone there should be any artificial restrictions in the 
matter of their choice of lawyers. If a vakil can be good enough for my 
purpose in one room of the High Court. I fail to see why J should lie obliged 
to engage at a greater cost perhaps indifferent counsel along with the neces- 
sary adjunct, a solicitor, in order to represent me in an adjoining chamber of 
the very same Court. This is, of course, how the incongruity and injustice of 
the whole thing strike a mere outsider belonging to the mufassal. 

As my hon’ble friend lias said, the proposal he has brought lor ward is 
not a new one. Much controversy raged round the subject more than 
ten years back, after the proposal was started by Lord Curzon ; and an old 
resident of Calcutta — a respected member of my community and the first 
Moslem graduate in Bengal — threw himself into it with a view to help the 
inauguration of a District Civil Court in Calcutta which would bring justice 
to the doors of t hose of humbler means. In ibe course of an article on the 
subject, this old gentleman wrote thus * — * I am an Indian and may be sup- 
posed to posHOHK some knowledge of the Indian people. I am an old resident 
of Calcutta, and my experience maj not Ik* entirely worthless. 1 know of 
cases when* people dispossessed of rights have not been able to sue because 
of exorbitant costs ; I know of cases where part, owners have been continually 
cheated and have eventually had to accept a settlement and give up a portion 
of their just claims ; I know of cases where people have had to surrender 
a right of drainage on account of the heavy costs of seeking aid of the High 
Court.’ 

My Lord, who can road these lines but as an indictment of tin* cumbrous 
and costly judicial procedure at present in vogue in Calcutta? If we are 
not to be told that men o{ moderate or humble means an* so many intruders 
in t his city, whoso presence within the city limits of Calcutta is not desirable 
and is not desired, if we are not to be told that the Original Side exists for 
tin* perpetuation of an institution which stands self-condemned in the eve of 
the people, and for the benefit of the few whose powerful voice drowns the 
moan of the weak and the poor, then certainly a measure on the lines 
suggested by my hon ble friend should Ik* taken immediately in hand by 
your Lordship’s (iovernment. If Your Excellency can carry out this much 
needed reform, your Lordship’s name will he handed down to posterity as a 
benefactor of tin* poorer classes, who are the hardest hit by the present 
Original Side procedure. 

My Lord, I have heard it said that cheap justice is not quite the 'thing 
one should grow a liking for. Hut can there be no contrivance by which 
cheapness can be combined with efficiency ? It is a matter of common 
knowledge that our subordinate Indian judiciary dispenses justice of a 
marvellous quality considering the expenditure involved. But, I take it, t f;hafc 
what my friend the hon hle mover has before his mind’s eye is not a mere 
replica of a mufassal Civil Court, but a court presided over by a professional 
man almost of the same calibre and experience as the average Original Side 
Judge — one who should he able to satisfy the most fastidious of our city 
friends. It will, moreover, 1 trust, combine in itself the best features of the 
Original Side as also of the Mufassal courts, and thus set at r^st the opposi-* 

firm which ti, nrnnnftnl hn.ft ranked. 
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There is a section of the public which views the proposal embodied in 
the present resolution as one to shear the High C ourt of its crown and glory. 
I trust the High Court has not yet to depend upon its ordinary civil jurisdic- 
tion as the sole generating source of the halo that has been surrounding it so 
long.' 

I beg to remind my friends that the Original Side affects people who, I 
concede, may be the cream of our society, but who certainly form nothing 
more than an insignificant minority, c ■nsnlering the vast millions inhabiting 
the three provinces over which the High Court of Calcutta exercises jurisdic- 
tion at present. The only character m which t he High Court presents itself 
to the view of the people in the mufassal. is that ol the Supreme Court of 
Appeal which corrects evils and sets its erring subordinates right. And it is 
more in this character that the High Court of Calcutta has justly earned its 
noble appellations of the great palladium ol justice and t he bul wark of the 
people’s rights and liberties. So long, therefore, as the appellate jurisdiction 
retains its vitality and continues as a relentless mentor of people and otlieial 
alike, so long. I say, will it c mtinue to hold its unrivalled sway over the 
hearts of the people. 

My hon’ble friend tin* mover has, with becoming modesty, refrained 
from approaching the subject from tin* point of view of the profession which 
he represents. To one uninitiated into the mysteries of the legal castes, 
tht^ distinction made in our country between the members of the hnglish liar 
and lawyers of In ban t raining appears meaningless and unjust. 1 lie arbi- 
trary exclusion ol the latter class from work of a particular character and 
ca'rs of a particular locality is irksome not only to themselves but to the 
public at large. It really passes my comprehension. My Lord, how those 
gentlemen who are loudest in holding forth on the excellence of indigenous 
talents, when the question of simultaneous examinations or recruit ment for 
higher othe rs eome up, ean with any show of reason and decency deny the 
Indian-trained lawyers an equality with the gentlemen of the long rol»« — 
mostly Indians as they are now in Calcutta — an equal it y which 1 hey ha vc 
more than earned by sheer merit and proved on occasions innumerable. In 
this view of the matter, if tdie present proposal i* not camel ml" < fleet bv 
Government., the alternative suggestion put forward by the Corporation of 
Calcutta will 1 m* equally welcome. For. if the vakiU and solicitors are 
permitted to act and plead on the < >riginal Side on a plane of equality with 
barristers, this galling cast.** system in the ranks of tie* legal profession will 
he greatly mitigated while the cause of our present complaint, will also be 
very largely removed. 

With these few words. My Lord. I have great pleasure in supporting the 
resolution which has been so ably moved by my bon bio friend. 

The Hon’ble RAJA DINKNDRA SARA IN RAY said 

“My Lord, the cont roversy which is the subject matter of tin* present 
discussion is m or* • than a general am < ii<] . j In • cost s < *f 1 1 tigat ion on the Ongj nal 
Side, where a litigant must engage an attorney as well as a barrister are so 
ruinous a scale that it has become a public grievance m Calcutta. \\ here 
claims are small and contested, not exceeding 1C. •> OOO the successful litigant 
scarce! v recovers anything worth having. It has b****n urged m favour of tdie 
present system, — 

1st. — That the litigant has not to pay any initial court-fee. 

2nd . — That the cases lining in the hands of barristers arc better 
conducted than tin* mufassal cases. 

3rd. — That the superiority of the Judges on tin* Original Side is beyond 
dispute. 

Sometimes the cases are so intricate that they cannot be 
satisfactorily decided by provincial Judges. 
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I do not know nor can I conceive of any other point in favour of the 
present system and I may say at once that the 2nd and the 4th points have 
no substance in them. The class of barristers who are generally engaged to 
conduct a case valued at anything not exceeding Rs. 5,000 is superior to 
the class of vakils or pleaders who would generally be engaged to conduct 
such cases if a City Civil Court were established. I cannot admit that 
such a contention is worth serious consideration. Again it would be idle now 
to contend that the Calcutta cases are generally of a more intricate nature 
than mufassal cases and as such the provincial judiciary are not fit to try 
them. As regards the 3rd point, although the superiority of the High Court 
Judge is beyond question, the point loses its importance the moment it is 
admitted, as it is generally admitted, that the cases may also he satisfactorily 
disposed of by the provincial Judges. The only point, which really is in 
favour of the Original Side is that no initial court-fee need be paid. Rut here 
again costs are to be calculated not upon one particular item, but as a whole, 
and there can be no doubt that litigation on the Original Side is more costly. 
Kven as regards the initial court-fee, it must be borne in mind that the costs 
on this particular head go to the benefit of the public revenues, whereas 
from a litigation on the Original Side the public revenues are scarcely 
benefited. And there is no reason why, from the necessary evil of litigation, 
the public revenues should not be benefited, even if by the establishment 
of City Court the total costs are minimised. The whole thing really turns 
upon thin — whether it is an admitted fact that litigation is much more costly 
on the Original Side, and once this is admitted it would make a very strong 
case for the establishment of a City Civil Court. 

Any device which would lessen the costs of litigation on the Original 
Side would be a blessing and if by the establishment of a City ( 'ivil Court 
this desirable consummation is effected the proposal cannot but receive 
general sympathy and support. 

With these few words 1 beg to sup] ort the resolution.” 

The llon’ble KA1 NALINAKSHA RASH RAI1ARUR said 

u I beg to support the resolution so ably moved by my hon’ble friend 
Rnbu Suremlra Nath Kay. The establishment of such a Court in Calcutta as 
is mentioned in the resolution is, in my opinion, an indispensable necessity 
and the want of it has been causing great inconvenience, trouble and a good 
ileal of unnecessary expense h> litigants having suits in tin* Original Side of 
tilt* High Court. In the mufassal, suits valued at amounts exceeding one 
thousand rupees are, as a rule, instituted in the Court of a Sub-Judge and 
are tried by him. This state of things has been continuing from a long time 
and I am in a position to state without fear of contradict ion that I have never 
heard of any coni] lain! or of any agitation that tlm suits there have* not been 
efficiently or properly trod. On the other hand. I miow from personal 
experience that eases which could be instituted either in Calcutta or in the 
mufassal had been instituted in jhe latter place on tin* ground that the 
litigants expected that they would be more speedily disposed of and that they 
would entail far less costs and trouble there. It is a matter of public 
notoriety that the costs incurred by the parties to a litigation carried on in 
tin' metropolis are far greater than what is incurred in the mufassal and 
people generally believe, and tin y do not hesitate to express their belief t hat in 
the majority of cases even a successful litigant finds after the contest is over 
that the expenditure incurred by him has not only swallowed up the value of 
the property in litigation but that a larue amount in excess of that has gone 
out of his pocket. The reason for the above state of things is not far to 
seek. In respect to suits instituted in the Original Side of the High Court 
parties cannot instruct their Counsel ( who really conduct their cases' without 
the intervention of a very powerful and expensive body of gentlemen known 
as attorneys and therefore as a rule they have to pay a double set of lawyers 
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tu have their eases conducted there. In the mufassal, the scale of pleaders' 
fees has been fixed b\ Circular Orders of the High Court and although the 
pleaders do not strictly adhere to that scale in exceptional cases, but in 
charging their feus they keep the scale always in view and in short a 
inufassal pleader's fee in conducting a case is far less than what is paid to 
an attorney who never forgets to charge nis client even for a minute spent on 
his work. In addition to what is paid to an attorney, the Calcutta litigant 
has to pay a very heavy amount as an honorarium to Counsel lot* conducting 
his cases. 

As regards the average duration of a case in tin* mufassal and in Calcutta 
respectively, 1 am sorry I am unable to quote chapter and verse but from 
what I know personally and from vvliat 1 have heard from persons having a 
first hand knowledge I can say with confidence that a longer period of time 
is occupied in the Original Side of the High <\»urt than what is occupied in 
the mulassal lor the disposal of a ease, and it can In* taken as a settled fact 
that the expenditure incurred in litigation is proportionate to a certain extent 
to the time occupied by it and thereJore a mulassal litigant enjoys hotter 
facil.ties in having his case tried more quickly and at a far less cost. 

II my hon’ble friend s resolution be accepted and a City Civil Court be 
established in the metropolis, vakils and pleaders will resort to it and 
conduct the cast's instituted therein and it is expected that tin* Calcutta 
litigant will enjrj’ the samt* facilities and privileges as are enjoyed by a party 
to a suit in the mufassal. An argument has been advanced that the Calcutta 
litigants are likely to suffer inasmuch as their oases will now be conducted 
by less able men. Even if it be conceded that vakils and pleaders are 
inferior in knowledge and ability to counsel and attorneys, which they are 
not, but that fact, in my humble opinion, dot's not affect the question at issue 
inasmuch as the test is whether the suits, if managed by vakils and pleaders, 
are efficiently conducted and if that is done, then whether the eases are 
conducted by men of great ability or of mediocre competency docs not 
affect the matter. Moreover the parties will not lose their privilege of 
engaging counsel and attorneys if they like to do so. 

As far as J remember, tie* question now under discussion was before 
th»* public on more than om* occasion and if my memory serves me right, 
the opinion of ( lovernnu nt authorities and of some of the ablest Judges of 
tlio Ilon'ble High Court was not unfavourable to the establishment, of such 
a court. Hut on the st rong opposition of t in* attorneys and tie* Calcutta 
English liar, tin* proposal has U*"ti kept m abeyance so long a time. It, is an 
open secret t hat t he people of ( ’aleutta very much depend on their attorneys 
and in a matter like t his t hey an* undoubtedly greatly influenced by them 
and th oivfon* strong opposition has been made to the proposal. The prac- 
tice of receiving a bred and getting instructions by counsel in connection 
with a case m the Original Side of the High Court through attorneys is a 
long established on**, an 1 neiiher the attorneys nor members, of the 
English Ear are wiling t o depart from if and therefore the\ have joined 
the opposition, and the Government, with a vi**w t > consider the matter in 
its various aspects, have invited the several Associations m CaletiRa tt> 
express their opinion on the subject, but the matter sought to }..* introduced is 
so simple, clear and necessary that Your Excellency's Go\ eminent will 
have no hesitation to allow the resolution to be accepted. 

My hon’ble friend s motion is very moleratejy worded. He has prop >sed 
that tin* ( -ity Civil Court to be e^tablishe J in Calcutta will have jurisdiction 
only over cases the valuation of whi'di will be up to rupee-, ten thousand and 
that cases of higher value will continue to bo tried by the Ilon’ble High 
Court. J n the circunistan *es. ] hope that th** Hon ble Members will 
agree to the passing of this resolution. 

My Lord, now 1 beg to refer lu some of the arguments advanced by the 
opponents of this measure. It lias been said that the administration of justice 
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mast fulfil certain requisites. It must be efficient, it must be expeditious 
and it must be as far as possible economical, and if the administration of 
justice in the Original Side fails in any of the particulars, undoubtedly it has 
failed as a system of administration of justice, bur it has not failed inasmuch 
as the Bengal Chamber of Commerce has not complained against it nor 
has the landed interest found fault with it, nor has the Press raised its 
voice to protest against it and therefore it can be taken for granted that 
it has done its duty satisfactorily. Now let us see, My Lord, whether the 
above contention is sound. In ('numerating the essential requisites of the 
administration of justice, the opponents have forgotten to mention the most 
important fact that it is absolutely necessary in a well governed state that 
justice should Ik* accessible to all and that the method of administering it 
should be so simple as to Ik* within t lie reach of every one. It should be 
borne in mind that it is a blot on an administration if owing to a complicated 
system of procedure a man is unable to get redress for a wrong committed 
on him. 

As to why the Bengal Chamber of Commerce have not raised their 
voice against the complicated and costly procedure obtaining in the Original 
Side of the High Court. I beg to state that the constituents of the Chamber 
arc all rich European merchants quite competent to pay tin* exorbitant bills 
of their solicitors and have been accustomed to the procedure which have 
been borrowed from England. In their eyes there is nothing new and there- 
fore they have taken no exception to the procedure. As far as I am aware 
they have had no occasion to consider whether the complex system prevail- 
ing in a rich country like England is suitable to the poor people of this 
country. Moreover it is a well-known fact that in England as well as in this 
country each European lirm has its constituted attorneys who are their 
principal advisors and by whom they are led. Consequently they are averse 
to do or say anything which is likely to go against them. 

Then as to tin* remarks that landed interests and the Press have not 
moved in the matter under consideration. I have simply to say that they 
did move previously and are moving now. 

Then as regards the remarks that justice should be cheap, bur may not 
be too cheap 1 have to sa\ that I am unable to understand what is meant by 
it. In tin* first part of my speech 1 have said that in the mufassal all suits 
valued at amounts exceeding I\s. 1.000 are as a rule instituted in the Court 
of a Subordinate Judge and tried bv him and conducted by vakils and 
pleaders and this state of things has been existing for a long time and 1 am 
in *a position to say that 1 never heard of any complaint <>r any agitation that 
they have not been efficiently or properly tried. Ho the opponents of tin* 
measure mean to say that because the cases in the mufassal are conducted 
more cheaply therefore they have not been tried efficiently, and it should be 
borne in mind in this connection that even Sir Satyendra Prosanna Sinlia 
had to admit that they* are efficiently tried then*. 

It has been further contended ‘it is feared that not only that the new 
Court will not be as efficient as tin* High Court, but also that tin* transfer of 
a considerable portion of the work of the Original Side will weaken the author- 
ity, independence and prestige of tie* High Court ; suits up to the value of 
Ivs. 10,000 form a large percentage of the cast's in that Court and the 
pro; used Court will take away from it the bulk of its work. There are 
therefore grounds for the apj rehension that the proposed measure might 
ultimately result in tin* practical abolition of the original jurisdiction of the 
High Court.' The above arguments in my humble opinion have rio force. 
The people of the mufassal have a very high regard for. the High Court which 
they consider as the bulwark of their liberty and they are therefore most 
unwilling to do or say anything which is calculated in any way to weaken 
the authority, impair tlm independence and lower the prestige of the Hon’ble 
High Court, hut they fail to understand how the transfer of cases of small 
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value from the Original Side of that High I’ourt To another (\»urt can in any 
way affect the independence ami prestige of tliat ('ourt. The Original 
Sid» of the High I’ourt lias ordinarily no jurisdiction over tin* niufassal. ('an 
it therefore be said that the High Court s prestige and authority over the 
inufassal is nil ? Certainly not. Any reasonable man will no doubt come to 
the conclusion that the High Court's authority over the nmfassal is as 
paramount as it is in Calcutta and it is not affected in any way by tin* fact that 
the uinfassal is not within the ordinary jurisdict ion of its Original Side. 
Then as regards the apprehension that the transfer of eases mentioned above 
is likely to abolish the Original Side* of the High Court is not m my humble 
opinion well founded. Besides trvhig civil eases the Original Side has to 
dispose of various other matters connected with matrimonial, probate, 
admiralty ami diverse other jurisdictions in addit ion t o holding sessions and 
it will no doubt continue trying suits valued at amouirts exceeding Ks. 1(0 >00. 
Supposing that tin* Original Side is relieved to a great extent by the transfer 
of eases mentioned above, that fact, will no doubt be beneficial to the litigants 
without being in any way detrimental to their interests, inasmuch as the 
Ilon'ble Judges of the High Court who sit in its Original Side will have spare 
time to clear the c ingested file of the Appellate Side. 

Then it lias also been suggested by tin* opponents of the resolution that 
the niufassal procedure affords great facilities to have rs-purU ‘decrees and 
sales set aside and to cause much delay in the ultimate determination of 
a litigation. This argument has not at all been substantiated nor can it be 
substantiated. The Bengal Administration Import for IhlrMd shows that 
the percentage of application for re-hearing was only -I’!* and of these only 
{ succeeded. In the previous year such applications were only II percent. 
o{ which 1 succeeded. The above facts go to refute the charge made above. 
The percentage of successful rehearing applical ions would have been still I ess 
if properties in the niufassal could be so easily identified as they are m 
Calcutta, and if peons were paid their travelling allowance to serve the 

processes. 

Then it i s said there arc frequent postponements in the niufassal l>y 
vNhieli the parties are harassed to a great extent ami therefore on the whole* 
litigation in the Original Side is less costly. I his proposition also in my 
humble* opinion is far from correct. A comparison of the disposal <■! cases m 
the Original Side* with those* of the* niufassal will no doubt throw a flood of 
light on the subject and absolve* the niufassal courts Iroin the charge* of 
dilatoriness imputed to them. It will appear that in the* year H»ll each 
Judge ol the* High Court has de cided SI contested stills and IS] unconirsted 
suits, whereas in the* niufassal in that year each Judicial officer has deciejcd 
333 contested suits and 1.3K9 uncontented suits In t he* following year each 
Judge of the* High ('ourt has disposed of 130 contested suits ami 'JW 
uncontented suits against 303 contested suits and 1,370 uncontented suit; 
by each Judge in the mufaHsal. It is quite apparent t lyre fore that a niufassal 
Judicial officer had disposed of a larger number of original suits than those* 
decided in the High Court. When the difference in tin* efficiency of the 
Judges* in those two classes of tribunals is taken into consideration as also the 
facilities in the one and difficulties in the other regarding ministerial officer# 
and the record of evidence* are taken into account the difference becomes all 
the more clear in favour of rnufassal Judges. This favourable result can 
therefore* be ascribed onlv to the simpler procedure prevailing in the niufassal. 
The Bengal Administration Report of 1913 will further show that in the 
mufassal 79 per cent, of the eases were disposed of whereas m the High 
Court only 467 per cent, were disposed of in the year. Then there is another 
fact which is to be taken into consideration in connection with this point. 
In 1911 only 253 contested suits were decided in the Original Side of the 
High Court hut the total number of interlocutory applications came upto 
5.231. In 1912 although onlv 39' * contested cases were disposed of the total 
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number of interlocutory applications came up to 8,811. The large number of 
such applications as against such a small number of contested suits would 
clearly go to show how expensive is the Original Side litigation. 

If the expenses for each application be estimated at the moderate figure o{ 
Rs. 150 the total amount spent on interlocutary applications alone as against 
the small number of contested suits amount to Rs. 7,83,750 in 1911. and 
Rs. 13.21,650 in 1912. Before going to another point I propose to deal with 
the question as to what are payable to Government and what an* payable as 
lawyer’s charges by litigating parties. I take the figures from the report of the 
Secretary of the Vakils’ Association. In 1912-13 the total number of suits 
decided in the Original Side of the High Court was only 1,284 of which 335 were 
dismissed fordefault. 35 withdrawn, 23 compromised, 134 decreed on confession. 
324 decreed ex-pa rtc, 21 dismissed ex-parft\ 22 referred to arbitration. 274 
decreed after contest and 116 dismissed after contest. So the total number 
of contested suits which were decided was only 390. It appears also that 
receipts of Government from the Original Side amounted to Rs. 9,09,597- 
4-2. Therefore the average amount realised by Government amounted to 
Its. 2,332 and odd per case, if 31K) contested suits be taken to be the basis 
of calculation and little over IB. 708 per case if the total disposal of 1,284 
cases (including the large number (, f uncontested cases) be taken to be basis 
of calculation. But in the mufassal 624,647 suits were decided and 
Government received by the sale of court-fee Rs. 1,32,27,346 so for each 
case Government received Rs. 117. if the total number of contested suits 
viz., 112,879 be taken to be the basis of calculation and Rs. 21 and odd 
per case if the total disposal of 621,647 suits 'including uncontested suits 
be taken to be the basis of calculation It is therefore proved to demons- 
tration that the argument based about, heavy Government cost on account 
of a system of payment by court-fee stamps is fallacioiin and incorrect 
and that as a matter of fact the costs under this head amount to about 
Rs. 1 : 20 and 1 :34, respectively, in the mufassal as compared with t lie ( >ngmal 
Side of the High Court. Then as to costs payable as lawyer s charges, it is 
quite clear that tin* employment of one set of lawyers will cost less than 
two. If however we go to items of exjxmditure wo find that according to 
the scab 1 laid down by the circular orders of the High Gnurf , a successful 
litigant would be entitled to get Rs. 450 only as pleaders foes for a suit valued 
at Rs. 10,000 and to Rs. 250 in a suit valued at Rs. 5,000. The average court- 
let* payable for a suit valued at Rs. 10,000 is Rs. 475 and lor a suit valued at 
Rs. 5,000 is only Rs. 275 and allowing Rs. 25 for process fee and incidental 
cli a rges the average total cost in the mufassal for a suit valued Rs. 10.000 
would be Rs. 950 and for a suit valued Rs. 5.000, Rs. 550. 

It has been further contended that the establishment of a City Civil 
Court will introduce a dangerous innovation into litigation affecting tin* 
Calcutta public and further by allowing all classes of lawyers to act and 
plead before the proposed Court, a system will he introduced which is condem- 
ned by great English lawyers. My answer to the argument is that I fail to see 
why it should be condemned by great lawyers. Jf wo look to the judicial 
system in England we find t hat the County Courts then* and the ’City oj 
London Court has by statute been converted into a County Court' have juris- 
diction to try' suits up to a value of £500. equivalent to Rs. 7,500. in certain 
specified matters among which foreclosure or redemption, specific performance, 
dissolution of partnership, relief against fraud, etc., find a place. We alsofind 
that the County Courts have jurisdiction to deal with cases where the 
value of lauds, tenements and heriditaments of the rent payable in respect 
thereof does not exceed £100. It may he stated here that the market value 
of a property getting an annual income of £100 is Rs. 30.000. If in 
London itself a County Court has jurisdiction to try suits of the above 
descriptions and value I am unable to conceive how the proposed establish- 
ment. of a City Civil Court in Calcutta can reasonably he eondemed. 
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Much has been said about the defects of tin* mufassal pnvedure but those 
wlio have attacked the procedure there forget that the mufassal procedure is 
based upon the Civil Procedure Code, the provisions of which apply almost in 
its entirety to the Original Side of the High Court, as well, and it may be 
stated without fear of contradiction that if tin* procedure of one Court differs 
from the other in certain matters it will be seen very easily that the 
procedure prevailing in the mufassal is simpler in respect to that matter. 

In tin* circumstances I hope that the Council will pass the resolution and 
the Government will be pleased to have a City Civil Court established as 
mentioned bv mv hon’ble friend. ’ 

The Hon’ble MR. STEWART said 

“My Lord, I think it will probably be remembered that m EMC. wlnh the 
proposal for the establishment of a City Civil Court was considered, it was verv 
strongly opposed by the Bengal Chamber of Commerce. That was a number of 
years ago and we have therefore thought it well to consult all our members to 
ascertain if their views in the matter have undergone any change. We find 
that they have not and we have therefore to oppose the resolution. At the 
same time, 1 trust that the various suggestions which have been made 
for t he revision of a part of the procedure of the Original Side of tin High 
Court and for the reform of the Small Cause Court will engage the serious 
attention of the authorities. Beyond this, I would say for myself that while 
1 have a sincere desire lor the well being of all classes of the inhabitants of 
Bengal ami while I am open to conviction — it will take a good deal in convince 
mt» that their happiness and prosperity would 1 m* increased by t he provision 
of any such opportunity as the proposed Civil f’oiirt for the furt her multiplica- 
tion of litigation in this Presidency. ” 


The Hon hie NAWAB SYED SIIAMS-C L-IICDA said — 

My Lord. I think it, desirable at this stage to indicate the attitude of 
Government with n ference to tdiis resolution. 

The proposal lor the establishment of a City Civil Court is not a new 
one. Hon’ble Members are probably aware that in 190:* the Secretary of 
State in a despatch suggested the establishment, on the lines of the Madras 
City Civil Court, of a City Civil Court in Calcutta. The Government of India 
consulted the High Court on the proposal and also the Government of Bengal. 
The Government, of India were of opinion that such a tribunal in Calcutta 
would relieve the High Court of a great deal of petty work and would enable 
a certain number of people to obtain justice who were debarred from bringing 
their cases in the High Court by the expense and delay involved. They pro- 
posed to limit the jurisdiction of such a Court to Rs. o.ooo both as regards 
commercial cases as well as those relating to immovable property. 'Die Gov- 
ernment of Bengal were asked to consult, various public bodies interested m 
the matter and as a result of such consultation it appeared that the feeling of 
the merchants and tradesmen of Calcutta was in favour of having their cases 
tried by the High Court with the assistance of solicitors and barristers rather 
than by such a tribunal as the proposed City Civil Court. Tie* Government 
of Bengal in their letter dated the 29th December 1903. while strongly sup- 
porting the proposal on the merits, expressed the opinion that it was inex- 
pedient, having regard to the opposit ion both of t he High Goiirt and the 
public bodies consulted (the British Indian Association was the only body 
that had favoured the proposal), to establish such a court then and asked to 
he allowed to post pom* the consideration of the matter for some time to come, 
and the Government of India, in view of the objection taken, decided to sus- 
pend further consideration till a more opportune time. 
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On the 14th of December when this resolution was first moved in Council 
Your Excellency on the suggestion of the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur 
of Hurd wan postponed tin* consideration of it till the conclusion of the budget 
debate in order to ascertain the opinion of public bodies interested in the 
question. These opinions have* now been received and disclose considerable 
divergence of views. The same difference of opinion seems to fire vail among 
the nonofficial members ol the Council. Government are not therefore in a 
position either to accept or to oppose the resolution. We have decided to 
leave the resolution to be debated by the non-official members among them- 
selves, official members will take no part either in the discussion or in the 
voting. Government an* however prepared in the light of the discussion in 
Council and the opinions received to re-examine the question and will do 
so with a perfectly open mind.” 

The Hon’ble RAJA HRISHIKESH LAHA said 

‘ My Lord, 1 beg to support the resolution moved by my lion Me friend 
subject to certain modifications which 1 shall state hereafter It is admitted 
on all hands that in considering any reform regarding the administration of 
justice, three things should be borne in mind, namely. (1) efficiency. (2) expe- 
ditiousness, (8) cheapness, and t hese dements are not to be lost sight of in 
dealing with the administration of justice in a city like Calcutta. There is no 
doubt that the Judges of the High Court are Hie best and the most efficient and 
it therefore logically follows that the High Court should continue to exercise 
jurisdiction over the town of Calcutta ns at present, bur the rules of procedure 
and the right of audience should be modified having due regard to the 
interests of the litigant public. The restriction as regards right of audience 
on the Original Side which is now confined to only one branch d the legal 
profession, should be removed and the litigants should be allowed a fret* 
choice as regards their legal advisers ; that is. the suitors having regard to 
to their means, may have the liberty to engage either a barrister, a solicitor 
or a vakil to appear and conduct their eases. This will be considered a real 
boon by the litigant public. 

The apprehension, that the junior members of tin* Bar will be deprived of 
the means of proper training such as at present to make i hem fit to conduct 
bigger cases as seniors, is. on the face of it. groundless. It is not proposed 
t o curtail any of their rights and they will have their training if people find 
them to Ih* competent and not at tin* same time very expensive. It is 
suggested that tin* reform indicated above will benefit one branch of tin* 
profession at tin* expense of tin* others, but where the removal of a restrictive 
monopoly is the question at issue, this argument does not carry much weight 
as the balance of advantages is on tin* side of the public. It has also been 
stated by the Incorporated Law Society that 'the destruction of a profession 
could only bo justified by the securing of clear and considerable advantage 
to tin* public.’ ft, is beyond question that the public will be greatly benefit- 
ed. but the so-called destruction #is not borne out when we consider the 
statement made by the Bar : — ' As a matter of fact attending to suits in 

which he is engaged bv his client is the least remunerative part of a soli- 
citor's work. He makes money in a variety of non-court-work. c.g.. drawing 

conveyances, leases, etc.’ It will therefore appear that if tin* right of 

audience be granted to solicitors, their income instead of being affected will 
be increased inasmuch as they will have an additional source of earning 
opened to them. 

Then it haR been said that the administration of justice on the Original 
Side is more expeditions than in the muffasal Courts and various instances 
have been cited in this behalf. But the facts disprove this contention. 
That the muffasal courts are more expeditious is proved by the number of 
cases disposed of in any one year as stated in the Administration Reports of 
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Bengal of 1911-12. 1912-13, and 1913-14 as may in* seen from the papers cir- 
culated tous. It has further been overlooked that if the t'ltv Givi! Gourt 
be established there will he but one appeal to the Hit'll * \>urt as at present 
allowed from the derision of the Judge on the Original >idr and there will he 
no opening lor interminable regular appeals, seeon 1 appeals, third appeals etc.’ 

It has also hern urged that muffasal procedure affords facilities to 
litigants to have ex-^nirte decrees and sales set aside, thereby prolonging 
litigation, hut we muo not forget that this is due only to t he difficulties of 
identifying persons and property in each district comprising a \ ast area and 
affording very little lab ility for communication. In Calcutta t he narrowest 
lane is named and the smallest plot of land is numbered, ami people hen* 
have their fixed place of abode which can be easily found out. If tin* 
muffasal procedure is applied here, there will be no fear of irregular service 
of notices and summonses as also of rx-juirtc decrees and sales being set 
aside for non-service. 

As to cost, there is not the least doubt that the dual system of a barrister 
and a solicitor in any suit of however small a value L much more exjH*nsive 
than the system prevailing in the mufassal. The instmtion fee on tin* 
Original Side appears at first sight to be very small, but il we take into 
account tin* other items of expenses for interlocutory appheat ions and other 
incidental matters, the total expendit ure comes to a very large amount. On 
this point, I cannot resist the temptation of quoting from tin letter from fin* 
Vakils' Association which gives a comparative statement of costs incurred : 

It appears also that tin* receipls of Government from the Original Side 
amounted to Us. 9,09.597-1--. Therefore the average amount realised by 
Government, amounted to IN 2.332 and odd per ease. It further points out 
that ‘the average realisation hy Government in mufassal amounted tolls. 117 
and old per east*.’ In other paragraphs we find such statements as the 
f< blowing : — 

‘ Tin* average total costs in the niuffassal for a suit valued at IN. 10,000 
would be Us. 97>0 and for a suit valued at Us. 5,000, Us. 550 and ‘ if 
inquiries an* made about the costs of litigation on tin* Original Side, such 
costs for suits of similar value would by far exceed tin* aforesaid figures of 
Us. 950 and Us. 550.’ 

Taking all these facts into consideration, it appears to me that justice 
would be better administered if barristers, solicitors and vakils be allowed 
to practise on the Original Side of tin* High Court and tin* public be given 
lib< rty to choose their own legal advisers without the intervention of any one, 
thereby enabling them to make their own terms according to their means. 
Failing reform of tin* Original Side on tin* lines indicated above. I would 
support tin* establishment of a OityGivil ( ‘oiirt in Galcutta. 

The Hon’ble ( HAFIHir UJ MF II AMMAN ISMAIL KHAN said 

“ My Lord, to us the non-lawyer section of this house. the heated contro- 
versy. which the present motion has given rise to between two branches of a 
learned profession which has not unoften been known to fatten on the 
quarrels oi others, is invested with an interest all its own. One used to 
think that — 

‘ Lawyers are too wise a nation 
T ’ expose t heir t rade to disputat ion 
Or make the busy rabble judges 
Of all their secret piques and grudges. 


1 do nor, however, mean to suggest that there N the hand of 
it all or that the discussion has heen the outcome of selfish 


Nemesis in 
professional 
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considerations. Indeed, the names of the gentlemen of the legal profession 
who have contributed to our deliberations hen 1 on this matter are in them- 
selves sufficient proof that whatever lias been said or written has been done 
so with the best of motives. 

The one thing that boldly emerges into view and arrests our attention 
from out of the varied mass of materials which has been thrown up by the 
troubled sea of eonroversy is a picture drawn by the Lion of the Original 
Side of his own leonine majesty. It is, as all such likenesses must he, a little 
idealised, a little overdrawn and bears loud testimony to the fact that rather 
thick lines have been added here and there to conceal the repellant look of 
certain ungainly features. The Calcutta Ear Association worthily instructed 
as they are by the Incorporated Law Society have inveigled themselves into 
the belief that their body i.*% the constituted custodian of the rights and 
liberties of the ]n*op|e. the mainstay <>| justice and Judges as also of the blue 
gowned vakil who shines only by reflected glory and that it is the English 
liar to boot. My Lord, one is struck by certain | oints of resemblance 
between this self-drawn picture and the portrait of the famous knight of 
La Mancha, the place of his equally famed shield bearer being also fittingly 
supplied. It is argued t hat the Calcutta branch of the ‘dear English J>ar’ 
must have the Original Side as a close preserve for themselves in order to Ik* 
able to discharge its benevolent duties towards humanity and to ‘keep the 
juniors above want ' which is no doubt an equally laudable object. Hut do 
these learned gent lemon seriously expect us to think that the question now 
before us should Ik* approached only from the standpoint of tin* best interests 
of any particular profession? After all. the clever arguments which have 
been put forward to make it appear as if the interests of the public coincide 
with or rather depend upon the interests of the English Ear. we remain un- 
convinced that the public exist lor the professions and not t he professions 
for the public I make bold to think that in all such questions the point of 
view of t he public is the only thing that has got to be considered and not 
how the lawyers, barristers, vakils or solicitors may be affected. 

The barristers nevertheless have plumped fora perpetuation of the present 
system of monopoly because otherwise the world will come to a speedy end. 
The Incorporated Law Society have gone one better and have petulantly 
asked for damages if a City Civil Court is established or any other decision is 
come to by ( iovernment which may have the effect of reducing the depth of 
the solicitor's pocket. There seems to be some curious dilference of opinion 
as to how the Solicitors will be affected by tin* proposed measure. Wo have 
the Ear Association solemnly assuring us that * A solicitor s business will go on 
just the same whether a City Civil Court comes into existence or not ’ That 
ought to settle t lit' question so far as the solicitors are concerned and to my 
mind then* is no justification for them to put on an air of injured innocence. 

After a great deal of futile labour to prove that the Original Side is the 
epitome of all virtues — »known and unknown — the Ear Association unconsci- 
ously admit. though not in so many words, the grievance which people have in 
regard t.o tin* ruinous cost of litigation in ('alcutta. For we find at the con- 
clusion tin* Association putting forward two suggestions as to how relief 
might be given to petty litigants. My Lord, 1 cannot resist the temptation 
of quoting the first of these two suggestions which runs thus : — 

4 The (iovernment may give some relief to really hard eases of petty 
litigants out of the profits made by them year after year from the Original 
Side.’ This idea of running Courts of Law on a co-operative basis is nothing 
if not original, and beats all known principles of socialism. Your Lordship 
will note that the parties to this profit-sharing arrangement will be Your 
Lordship s Government on the one hand, and the litigant public on the other. 
The contribution made by the Ear to the poor box is the suggestion itself 
which is invaluable and for which I sincerely hope the English Bar of Calcutta 
do not propose to charge Your Excellency’s Government, hereafter. 
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To he serious, 1 do not think tin* Bar Association ami tin* Incorporated 
Law Society have Boon successful in their attempt to exculpate the t Butrina! 
Side of the charges that have been levelle 1 against it. As matter** stand 
people have to keep clear of tin* Original Side because tin* remedies which 
they can expect then* often times prove very much worse than the disease. 
A clear case having been made »>ut against the Or dinal Side oi the High Court 
it becomes a matter of secondary importance to the outside public as to the 
precise lines on which the reform should proceed. As much «>f the present 
grievance against the Orcjmal Side is due m tin* system of compulsory enter- 
tainment of a double-barrelled legal agency by every suitor and the practical 
monopoly enjoyed b\ a class of lawyers, it is therd’ore necessary to see that 
in anv scheme of reform these i wu features are done away with So Jar as 
the proposal now before the Council is concerned it satisfies this condition 
and is m everv respect an eminently reasonable one. and I think it deserves 
the most careful eonsiderat ion at ^ our Excellency s hand. \\ it h these lew 
remarks I support the resolution of ni\ lion hie friend Babu Sutvudra Nath 
1 1 a y . 

The 1 1 < >n 1 >le BABL .M A HEN BRA NATH BAY said 

*' Mv Lord, it has been suggested at a nmeimgol ilns Conned that tin* 
resolution which has been placed before its is tin offspring ol some petty 
(juarrel between two branches of the legal profession. I d*» not speak 
without record, for in the report ol the proeee lings o| this Council which 
was held on tin* llth Hecembcr last, it was suggested by ;i gentleman 
occupying a very high position, that tin* picadors of tin* High ( ourt wanted 
to have a peep into the Original Side ol that Court, and having faded in a 
direct attack, they have through their representat i \ e, the .Mover of this 
resolution, conn* forward to make a lateral attack on the sacred precincts ol 
the Original Side. 1 am \ ery sorry that an attempt has been made t o |<»w er 
the dignity of tin* debate ol lln*- < 'ouncil by pursuing such methods and to 
induce the Members ol this ( ’ouncil to b.ok at a t hing from an entirely wrong 
point of view. If it was really t he off-spring of a tight between two branches 
oi t lie legal profession. I think Your Excellency would not allow t In* 1 1 me of t he 
Council to be wasted bv a debate on tin* resolution before us. Sir Satyendra 
Prasanna Sinha. who. lam very sorry to say. is responsible for t his suggest ion. 
lias held eminent posts un h*r t In* ( 'rown. and is himself a gentleman ol 
sweet ness and light. I miss him very much at this meeting, hut that In* 
should have iu tin* least contributed to lowei tin* dignity of a debate in this 
Council, is a matter which has deeply grn vcd me. After all. the leading 
members of tin* branch of tin* profession to which I have the honour to 
belong, or tin* branch of tin* profession to which Sir Satyendra 1 rasanna 
Sinha belongs, would not be affected in tin least whether a City Civil Court in 
established in Calcutta or not. Looking at tin* other <y«d of the scale, I have 
no doubt, however regrettable this expression of opinion may he. that there 
art* as manv cheap barristers as cheap \akils, and neithei of • liese t w o 
bodies will be abb* to shut tin* other out even when a < ity < ivil < ourt is 
established in Calcutta. Tin- « j ucst ion ought to be looked at from tin* oni.\ 
point of view from which it ought to be looked at. viz., the point of view of 
the interests of the litigant i ublic. From that point of \n*w. \ mir Excel- 
lency's Oovernmrnt was ph ased mask t In* opinions of pubfie 'bodies interested 
in this question, and this ha- been done, and as tin* Hon hie Nawab S\ed 
Shams-nl-Huda was gocnl enough to point out. there is an acute divergence 
of opinion on this point. We have on the one hand the Bengal Chamber of 
Commerce, the European Association, the Calcutta Trades Association and 
the Marwari Association objecting to this proposal. We have on the other 
hand, the British Indian Association, the Moslem League and the Bengal 
National Chamber of Commerce approving of it. Vt e have the Corporation 
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taking a Rome what intermediate view, but substantially approving of the pro- 
posal. The question. My Lord. 1 confess, is not free from difficulties, but it 
ought not to be looked at from the point of view of either of the two classes 
of lawyers who are said to be deeply interested in this question. The argu- 
ments for and against tin* proposal have to be carefully weighed before 
arriving at a conclusion. So far as the arguments against the proposal made 
by my friend the Hon’ble liabu Smvndra Nath Hay an* concerned, I find that 
two are certainly worthy of serious consideration. First, that the proposal 
is of more extensive and of more elastic a character than the scope of the 
court established at Madras which is intended to be taken as a mode). The 
Madras City ( ’ourt has jurisdiction, as has been rightly pointed out, over 
cases not exceeding Hs. IhoOO, ami also the Act creating the Court, Act VII of 
18!*2, excluded from the jurisdiction of that 1 ourt . suits of certain descrip- 
tions. Comparing this with the proposal before this Council, one must say that 
the jurisdiction so far as the proposed Calcutta City Civil Court is concerned 
would be more extensive certainly iron) a pecuniary point of view, and it has 
been pointed out by interested people that, upon data which perhaps cannot 
he challenged, t he effect o| establishing a City Civil (’ourt in Calcutta with 
a pecuniary jurisdiction up to Hs. 1 0.000 in value, and excluding only cases of 
admiralty, matrimonial an i insolvency jurisdiction, would be to take away 
from the Original Side of t ho High Court nearly four-fifths of the suits now 
tried there. This no doubt is a matter deserving of careful consideration. 
The other question, the other point winch has been raised, a point winch is also 
worthy of serious consideration — is whether by the institution of a City Civil 
Court in Calcutta, the scope of tin* Original Side of the High (’ourt would not 
be. so seriously affected as to require tis to pause and consider t lie matter 
carefully. These are arguments no doubt which have to he weighed, hut on 
the other hand, the principal question which it seems to me ought to be con- 
sidered is. from the point of view of the litigant public, especially of the 
poorer classes of the litigant public, whether the continuance of present 
system is desirable or not. The opinion oi the Kuropean mercantile com- 
munity of Calcutta is entitled to great weight. but from the point of vit w 
which 1 am now placing before the Council for consideration, the more 
relevant thing would be the opinion of the poorer litigants of Calcutta. 
Now we have the o| iir.on of the Hntish Indian Association of Calcutta 
which has been circulated, and to which I beg to refer m this connection. 

Referring to the European mercantile and t ra ling cla^se^. the Hritish 
Indian Association says : — 

‘As they are m >1 in touch wit h small landed proprietors in Calcutta, 
they are hardly in a position to appreciate the real difficulties and dis- 
advantages of the situation, while their grievances^ not finding their way 
into tin* law Courts, seldom, if ever, come to the surface. 

This Association in t heir letter puts before us a somewhat graphic east* 
of this kind : — 

It must be within «the know bulge of most of tin* inhabitants of Calcutta 
that a poor man, who has his drain stopped or a lew feet of his land 
encroached upon or his window built against by a wealthy neighbour or lias 
a noxious trade set up beside bis house. is generally obliged to put up with 
the wrong, or at* host to submit to a disadvantageous compromise. ’ 

It seems to me therefore that the opinion of the bulk of the Indian 
residents of Calcutta, especially those who have got to deal with the Original 
Side' of the High Court and even the opinions of the petty landlords are 
entitled to consideration, because after all it is they who are seriously affected 
by tin' continuance of the present system. The reason why the poor litigants 
of Calcutta find it difficult to resort to tin* Original Side of tin* High Court 
for the removal of their grievances is that there is the dual system — the 
offspring of the Knglish system — prevailing .n the Original Side of employing 
a solicitor and a barrister, a system which is necessarily costly. There is 
no use denying, you cannot quote facts and figures against a very patent 



^15.] City CivU Court Resolution. S75 

[Babu Ujtfndra Lai Roy.] 

thing, that this dual svateiu is «>x|xMisivtj and costly and makes it difficult 
for pi> >r litigants to remedy their grievances, and on that there cannot 
possibly be two opinions. As to the Knglish system, even in Kngland we 
find that there has been estahl shed a County Court in London which lias 
now the power to try suits of various descriptions up to a limit of £ 5(H). 

I" pon a careful weighing therefore of the points of view both in favour 
of and against the present motion. I am prepared to support it. hut I 
must ask Honble Members to dissociate themselves from the idea that 
the motion is the offspring of the quarrel between two britches of the 
legal profession or that there is any other point of view than the one which 
is the legitimate point of view. ' What is to be taken into eonsiderat ion in 
this case is the point of view and the interest of the litigant public, especially 
of tin* poorer classes.’ 

The Honble HAUL ITKNDUA LAL KAY said 

,k My Lord, since the int rodurtion of this resolution m tins ( 'ouneil a few 
months hack the various public bodies likely to he allerted by this resolution 
availed themselves of the time and opportunity to form and express their 
opinions on it. Now that the budget discussion is finished, this is the iiksI 
suitable occasion to consider the resolution As the suhjoci is highly contro- 
versial it is no wonder that opinion on it should he divided s »eeiaUy because 
there are difletvnt branches of the legal profession whose iiiI.i rests would, one 
way or the other, be a fleet, ml if the resolution is carried ami given e fleet to. The 
object of the Hon ble Movt»r is to minimise the expenses that are now incurred 
on the Original Side of the High Court hy tin* establishment of a City < -ivil 
(’ourt. Several instances have been cited in support of the contentions of each 
party, bu* it is admitted by many that the dual system of lawyers. 1 mean the 
solicitor and flic barrister, on the Original Side of the High Court is a source 
of unnecessary additional expenditure on the part, of litigants. I cannot imagine 
whv barristers should not prepare their own briefs for conducting eases. In 
verv many important cases they are consulted by attorneys and they settle the 
plaints an I written statement'- drawn up by the latter and sometimes draw up 
the plaints and written statements t hemsel ves. Why t hen should they not 
act alone without the help of solicitors in the conduct of these eases? On the 
other hand, are the solicitors who place everything in a cut and dried form 
before the barristers less competent to examine witnesses and argue the 
eases? I do not understand why within the limits of the Town of Calcutta 
a barrister only should enjoy the privileges of executing commissions and 
examining witnesses, which are denied to his brethern of the other branches 
of the legal profession ? Can it he conceived that mi attorney, vakil or a 
pleader who % quite competent to conduct a case in any of the miifassal 
Courts loses his talents no sooner he enters the sacred precincts of the 
Original Side of the High Court? Why then should tlp*re he anv distinction ? 
Tin* throat contained in the opinion of the Bar. that * if the ( ity ( ml ( <»urt 
comes into existence the Bar may be compelled to relax its rules of etiquette 
and allow its junior members to act as well as to plead, without tin* interven- 
tion of a solicitor, vakil or pleader and to deal directly with clients and 
witnesses’, would b< welcome to the litigious public even if t In* Cit v Civil 

Court is not established. , . 

My Lord, I do not probes to he an expert, on the«e questions : but 
though a mufassilite, 1, as one having some mercantile and landed interests 
both in Calcutta and in the miifassal. have* some experience of the respective 

costs one has to incur no sooner he chooses or is compelled to have recourse 

to the Original Side of the High Court as well as to the mufassal Courts for 
any relief. Before settling down in Chittagong about 1 l> years ago. I served 
for a full period of 5 years, under articles of clerkship, under a well-known 
attorney of Calcutta and th» v enabled me to get into eh wc touch wit h the 
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affairs on tin* Original Side of the High Court. The principal objection is to 
the compulsory appointment of both counsel and attorney on the Original Side. 

* The question we have to discuss is whether in practice a suit on the 
Original Side of the High Court is more or less expensive than one m a 
mufassal Court. The arguments put forward in favour of the High Court 
have all been based on tin* efficiency and expeditiousness for which that Court 
lias an established reputation. No one denies it ; but it is a matter of common 
knowledge that the expenses of litigation on the Original Side are much 
larger than those in a mufussal Court. It is often said that the troubles of 
the decree-holder in a mufussal Court really begin after tin* decree has I wen 
•obtained. There is some truth in this; but that is due perhaps to certain 
•defects in the procedure. I give one instance. A mortgagee obtains an ex - 
parte decree against his debtor. The usual period of grace for repayment 
elapses. The decree is made absolute and the judgment-debtor’s right of 
redemption is foreclosed. The properties are put up to auction after all the 
preliminary formalities have been observed, viz., notices served and advertise- 
ments published in the local newspapers. On the day of auction the judgment- 
debtor appears in Court, and tiles a petition saying that no summons or notice 
had been served on him and the decree had been fraudulently obtained, that 
he accidentally came to Court on other business that day and became aware 
of it. The Court at once takes action, postpones the sale and draws up a 
proceeding and even takes evidence* beginning with the service of summons. 
The peon who had served the summons about two years back is cross- 
examined at great length and his discrepancy about the position or size of 
the house in which the dependant lives leads the Court to set aside tin* 
decree and a fresh suit is ordered. 1 admit. My Lord, that this sort of 
practice calls for a remedy. If compulsory publication in the local newspap* rs 
is enforced at the expense of the decree-holder why is not a copy of such 
newspaper sent by registered post to tin* judgment, debtor and such ] osting 
taken as amounting to service to prevent him from raising any objection in 
future? This is one instance, but then* an* various causes which necessitate 
loss of time and money in the mufassal Courts. Their jurisdiction spreads 
over a much larger area than that of Calcutta, and the Courts have to dispose 
of various miscellaneous proceedings m addition to the hearing of eases. 
Defective means of communication, want of efficiency of the ministerial staff 
and other factors also combine to make litigation in the mufassal more 
dilatory and expensive than they would otherwise be. 

Turning to the procedure in the High Court, every critic will admit that 
the costs of administration suits, partition suits and account suits are ruinous 
to the parlies. Some such instances have already been cited by the Dou ble 
Mover of the resolution. Some critics have gone to tin* extent of saying that 
the prestige of the High Court will be lowered if the proposed City Civil Court 
is established. The High Court lias its best t raditions about efficiency, but 
those are based on its administration of justice not so much in the ordinary 
original civil jurisdiction as in its appellate jurisdiction in civil and criminal 
cast's and also in its original criminal jurisdiction which deals with the rights 
and liberties of the people. These will remain unaffected by fhe establish- 
ment of the City Civil Court. Cheapness does not imply want of efficiency. 
Dn the Original Side the poor litigam has to pay for innumerable fanciful 
items comprising fees for interviews, attendances, letters, consultations, 
settlement of the phlint and the written statement, perusal of the brief and 
various other details which are unknown in the mufassal. Is it not possible 
to limit the costs of attorneys in such eases whatever may he flu* number of 
letters and attendances just in the same way as costs in the mufassal courts 
are fixed ? That will enable the litigant to prejudge the expenditure he will 
have to incur. That the existing state of things demands an inquiry and 
remedy will be admitted by the severest critic ; taking into consideration the 
Advantages and disadvantages of the proposal and the fact that the intro- 
duction of the system at Madras has proved a success I have great pleasure 
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to support the resolution. It is not true that tin* Hon’hle Mover who is a 
vakil will be satisfied, as some have suggested, if he is allowed to practise 
\n the Original Side of the High Court. He is working for a public cause 
and there is nothing personal in it. 

My Lord, the result of the expensive nature of litigation in the Original 
Side of the High Court is that many jrersons have to sutler wrongs at the 
hands of a powerful neighbour within the town of Calcutta because they 
have not the capacity to meet the expenses incident to tin* redress of such 
wrongs. Laws, My* Lord, are no laws unless they can be brought within 
the reach of all by the establishment of cheap modes o( obtaining relief. 
Those anxious to indulge in the luxuries of expensive litigation have ample 
opportunities to do so but the ordinary citizen should he allowed the facilities 
of safeguarding Ins properties at a reasonable expense. It is ti%e that the 
costs of institution of a suit in the Original Side ol the High Court are nomi- 
nal. It is equally true that the subsequent costs at eaeli stage of the suit are 
prohibitive and compare unfavourably with those in a mulassal Court.. Ibis 
recalls to my mind the Bengali maxim that lever it sell does not kill ; it is 
the shivering that kills. 

The Hon’ble BABC SCKKNDKA NATH HAN KIM I said:— 

“ My Lord, in this matter unfortunately I find myself in disagreement 
with my* honoured friends and trusted colleagues wit h w In mi him accustomed 
to act inside this Chamber and outside it, but a public man is not worth ins 
name if he is not able to act up to his convictions and at times to cut asunder 
the bonds of friendship on the altar of public duty. My Lord, reference 
has been made by my hon’ble friend on my loft* to the controversy between 
the branch <d the profession to which lie belongs and the other brunch 
of the profession represented by the Hon’ble Mr. Chakravarti. My Lord, 

I do hope and trust that in this Council Chamber we shall be in a position 
to approach the consideration ol this case in tin* colourless. utmospheie of 
pure reason u ntranndled by the passions and prejudices which a somewhat 
heated controversy is apt to engender. No matter what our particular 
avocations may be or the passions incidental to those avocations, vve aio 
here as tin* representatives of tin* people bound by our oaths and by the 
sanctity of t lie obligations which we owe to the public to promote the public 
weal according t <> tin* light that is in us. M,v Lord, I confess to a sense of 
embarrassment in having to deal wotui this quest ion. In pursuance oT the sugges- 
tion which was put forward by the Ilon'ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of 
] bird wan andjwhich w as accepted by t his Council, opinions have been collected 
from the different associations and have* been placed before us. What do 
we find ? Here we have statements and counterstatements, allegations made 
bv one Association traversed by another. Instead of light and guidance 
we find ourselves smothered by the dust, of a heated controversy and wo 
have to grope our way amid a Babel of conflicting, tongues and divergent 
views. Obviously what lias to be done is t » appoint aeommitt.ee to go into 
tin* whole matter, to examine the question thoroughly and call for fresh 
evidence, and then. <»n the basis of their report, this Council and the Goverri- 
ment. could deal with the proposition with some measure of assurance. 

My Lord. I recently submitted a resolution in connection with the topic 
before us to the Secretary of the Legislative Council, but that resolution waH 
not allowed. I presume tin* prestige of the ( » oveniment requires that a 
resolution suggested by a private member should not la* accepted. My 
hon’ble friend Nawab Shams-ul-Huda says Government keep an open mind. 
Government want to go thoroughly into tin* question. W hat better method 
could there be for the Government than to appoint a committee to go into the 
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whole question, to ‘'thresh out the evidence and then come forward with 
their report, and t hat report supported by the authority of the Government 
would command tlm confidence of the entire community. T am surprised, My 
Loid, that that course ot action has not hecn followed and what is the result"*^ 
The materials before us are very meagre and are my hon’hle friends in a 
position upon the basis of those materials to come to a clear and satisfactory 
conclusion? Public bodies have been consulted, but not all, for instance 
the Indian Association has not been consulted. My hon’hle friend on 
the left has cited the. opinion of the British Indian Association as represent- 
ing the middle classes. With all the respect that I feel for the British 
Indian Assertion and for its ilhutrious President who is worthy of the 
traditions of the princely family to which he belongs. 1 say that it has never 
been the representative of the middle class people. The Indian Association 
represents the voice, the vote and the judgment of the middle classes. But 
you have not consulted the people, and what right have you to speak on behalf 
of the middle class when the accepted organs of the middle class have not 
been consulted. Again the. High ( lourt has not been consulted. Next to the 
public, the High Court is the body which is the most deeply affected. Four- 
filths of the cases ol the High Court will be withdrawn from it, its jurisdic- 
tion will lie curtailed, and it will be emasculated. Now I ask, is it not right 
and proper to consult the High Court in order to ascertain what the High 
Court has to say before you proceed to deal with it in t his fashion ? Let 
tne remind Hon’ble Members of a little fact which perhaps they have 
forgotten. When Lord Curzon in his zeal for the partition of Bengal declined 
to consult the High Court, what did we do? We in the Press protested, and 
it was taken up by the public, and now you are going to follow a procedure 
which ten years ago you condemned. My Lord, let us look at the matter 

from another point of view. Is it. that a responsible Government 

will take any action without, consulting the High Court ? And if so. is 
it not wise, L it not expedient that we should consult the High Court 
and fortify ourselves with the views ol the High Court d we are in 
the right and correct ourselves if we are in the wrong? My Lord, (he 
papers circulated disclose a strong division ol opinion. To that division 
reference has been made by ot her speakers and I will not, repeat it. hut the 
Corporation of Calcutta seems to take tt|> an attitude which must commend 
itself to all. It. says try to reorganise the High Court, reform the High 
Court. (I believe that was the note that was struck by my lion hie friend 
the Member for the Bengal Chamber of Commerce), then if you fail, 
hax e a t.itj Court. My Lord, those who advocate this resolution must 
not only prove that the High Court is expensive and dilatory in regard to a 
certain class of cases, but that no reform of the High Court is possible bo as 
to make the proceedings less expensive and more expeditious. My Lord, 
reform first, revolution afterwards. If reform is not possible, then revolution 
follows, but you have not tried the, experiment of reform in the bosom 
of the High Court, how can you have recourse to the drastic remedy of a 
revolutionary change ? In the words of the greatest, of political thinkers revolu- 
tion is the last resource of the thinking and the good. My Lord, in the form 
in which the resolution stands I am not able to accept it. Without the fullest 
evidence I am not. prepared to acquiesce in any proposition which will emas- 
culate the High Court.. The High Court has been the palladium of our rights, 
our bulwark against the eccentricities of men in power. Fifteen years ago 
b>ir Francis Maclean referring to this particular pro; oral sounded a note of 
warning, viz., if the original civil jurisdiction of the High Court is curtailed 
its. criminal jurisdiction will necessarily be emasculated. My Lord, the 
numerical strength of the High Court is necessary to its position, its prestige 
and Its dignity. A High Court will soon be established in Bihar and there 
wij| hij « redtiction of seven Judges and if this proposition is accepted there 
will oe a furthei reduction. I contemplate the acceptance of this measure 
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with js sense of alarm and anxiety. I bolievo it would bo disastrous to the 
best interests of justice, and justice is the bulwark of British rule. My 
Lord, mv hon ble friend in the course of Ins speech said that we have to 
look at the question from the point of view of litigants. Not only so, but we 
have to look at the question from a higher stand point — from the point of view 
of the present and the future political progress of the Indian people. My 
friend will remember the important part which the gnat Tribunals of Justice 
have played in the achievement of British constitutional freedom. I have 
before my mind s eye a great case and a great verdict. If we aspire to that 
standard of freedom we must see to it that we do not impair any of those 
safeguards which are essentially necessary for its attainment. My Lord, 
there is another fact which my hon’hle friends must bear in mind. We are 
in critical times, the official atmosj here is surcharged with the spirit of 
repression, and it is most inopportune, it is unpatriotic, at a time like this to 
do aught which is calculated to impair the dignity, the prestige and the 
efficiency of the great Tribunal which has been in the past, and which will if 
maintained in tact, continue to be in the future, the bulwark of freedom and 
of constitutional rights. 

I therefore cannot persuade myself to accept the resolution, and I do trust 
that Government, will appoint a committee to thoroughly go into tho matter 
and submit their report to Government, to form the basis of its action. 

The Hon ’ble DR. DEBA PRASAD SARBADHIKARI said 

My Lord, alter the* statement made by tin* Hon ble Nawab Syed Siiains- 
ul-Huda, one cannot usefully take up the time of I he Council except to accen- 
tuate the differences of opinion that have been referred to. And I personally 
feel a greater difficulty than many in taking part in this debate. 1 am 
afraid I shall not lx* taken seriously if I tell the Council that I approach the 
question with an absolutely impersonal state of mind, unmindful of what may 
happen to the motion. As the H nibble Raja Hrishikesh Laha haH ungrudjp* 
mgly reminded me and tins members of one of the professions to which I 
belong we shall have henceforth two strings instead of one to our how; 

I may claim that 1 shall have three in the Original and the Appellate Sides of 
the High Court as well in the City Civil Court if it comes. My Opposition to 
the present proposal can therefore not be based on personal grounds which 
have been unpleasantly in evidence in connection with the question. What- 
ever the personal aspects of the question may be they should be given the go- 
by in this Council and one should approach it from other aspects. The 
opinions that have been collected are absolutely at variance with one another 
^and we do not know where we stand. But one thing has been very promi- 
nently brought out and that is that all the systems spoken of require thorough 
overhauling, whether it be the mufassal system or tlm system ohtainingiu 
Calcutta. From that point of view one cannot say that the time of the 
Council has not been wholly wasted. We bad important facts brought out 
in the various representations that have readied the Government from public 
bodies that have been consulted, and those that may be consulted hereafter 
will no doubt help u> witli further facts. 

1 am not prepared to say that all that is done in the Original Side of tho 
High Court is absolutely perfect, absolutely above reproach and absolutely 
incapable of improvement. Reference has been made to what might be done 
by tho High Court itself in relieving what are admitted grievances, and*i 
those who know anything of the history of the Original Side of tho High 
Court during the past five years know how whole-heartedly the pfcoeil 
Chief Justice, Sir Lawrence Jenkins, has thrown himself into the wprk* 
and what measure of success lias been achieved. Small measures fchkt 
attract little public attention have been initiated, measures like the originat- 
ing summons which have curtailed the procedure and expenditure to an 
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extent not yet realised by the outside public, not even by the Hon ble Mover 
of the resolution, who has given this Council instances of old cases, the like 
of which are not happening now, and which are incapable of happening. 
A time ^ was, when I jonie 1 the profession long ago. when to have an 
attorney’s bill taxed and reduced to Rs. 80,000 was not rare. Those times 
have gone by, and i know of cases in which mortgage decrees have been 
obtained for Us. 30,000 in which not more than Rs. 300 had been spent. 
1 know of cas^s in which big realizations have been possible by the expendi- 
ture of a couple of 100 rupees. \\ e have on the other band cases where 
Home ol the costs must appear to be indefensible. Therefore, it is no doubt 
a case for investigation and reform, and that has begun. We have no right 
hero to condemn the present machinery of the Original Side of the High 
Court without asking the .Judges and the Chief Justice as to what has been 
done, and what possibilities for reforms then 4 are. 

The. interests of the litigants and the public demand that the vested 
interests of the profession, no matter what branch, should be put aside. 
But whatever is done, we should be guided by facts, and facts alone and they 
ought, to be carefully collected and analysed from all points of view. Tf the 
Original Side picture he as lurid as it has been painted there is a case for its 
total abolition and not for a City Court with a small jurisdiction. This 
Government may not be com >eient to institute such an inquiry but some 
Government should be competent and a thorough investigation would he 
needed. But no such cast' has been made out. 

My Lord, the representation of a body to which I owe allegiance has 
been referred to by the Hon’ble Babu Mahendra Nath Ray. We both owe 
allegiance to that body and we art* given f.'icts which are somewhat, 
appalling, as to what the Government makes out of Original Side litigation. 
A seemingly strong cast' has been made out in the statement contained in the 
representation ol the \ akils’ Associat ion if the facts are wholly correct. We 
aie .told there that nearly 9 lakhs ol rupees come to Government in the shape 
of court-fees, and by working out figures in which my hon’ble friend Mr. Ray 
is an absolute and undoubted past master, we h iv<* an interesting statement 
that whereas Original Side cases give in the way of Government court-fees 
seven to eight hundred rupees per suit, in the mufassal it is the delightfully 
low figure of Rs. 21. But this is wrong. 

^ In tin* first place, tht* nine lakhs of rupees represent, the following items : — 
Commission of the Accountant-General, commission on sales bv the 
Registrar. Receiver's commission, and last, though not least. Probate and 
Ad mm ist t ation dut.\ amounting to over live lakhs, out of a total of nine 
lakhs. Comparison has been made between mufassal suits and Original Side 
suits, forgetting tliar we have no Original Sale suits valued at less than 
Rs. 2,000. In the mufassal figures, the suits above the value of Rs. 1,000 is 
less than one per cent, and the whole of the 99 per cent,, is limited to 
suits below Ivs. 1.000. and if you goto suits of Rs. 2.000, they are less than 
i per cent, of t he total number of suits. Therefore that comparison is of no 
use to us. 

Kefeionce has also been made in the British Indian Association represent, a- # 
tiontothe landlords of Calcutta ns being the best able to judge as to what 
should be done with regard to a matter like this, and on the strength of that 

among other reasons, the Vakils’ Vssociation has asked for a referendum 

a thing which even Great. Britain did not. attempt with regard to larger issues. 
If \ our kxeellency lx* inclined to start a referendum. I do not know what 
tin 4 result, will be. but tried by the logic of facts one must be somewhat, 
surprised that out of 1.171 cases in the Original Side in 1912 only 70 related 
to land. Not only Calcutta land-holders but mufassal gentlemen like my friend, 
the Hon’ble Babu 1 pendrri Lai Ray. who on the strength of some property he 
has in Calcutta, have taken upon themselves to assert facts that do not bear 
the test of examination. Therefore, My Lord, facts and figures unless they 
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are fully collected and sifted will be of no use tout*. We must have a thorough 
gifting enquiry into the whole question, whether t lie grievance appertains to 
the High Court, or to the mufassal courts or to any other court. Without 
that, we cannot come to any i roper conclusion, and if, as a result of that 
inquiry, it he found in the end that the system requires a change or reorgani- 
sation. I undertake to support any proper measure that may he brought 
forward. Personal interests and personal considerations should not stand in 
the way of doing what is right. The (iovernment of India after very mature 
deliberations, and for various special reasons, thought of a t'ity Civil Court in 
Madras ; hut there are various safeguards there, including tin* safeguard of a 
much lower jurisdiction than is Suggested hen*. When that matter was on 
the legislative anvil, the gentleman who made himself responsible for that 
measure, repeatedly and deliberately said that a measure like that was not 
to be thought of in connection with Calcutta. Sir Crifiith Evans, who knew 
Calcutta on the Original Side and the mufassal courts as well as anyone 
who has ever practised in our courts, was strongly and deliberately of that 
opinion. What lias happened since then to make us change .our minds? 
Sir Francis Maclean, who knew the High Court much later, was equally 
strong in his opposition and since his time. Sir Lawrence Jenkins has intro- 
duced important measures for the relief of suitors on the Original Side, for the 
result of which it is our duty to wait. A via media has been suggested by the 
Calcutta Corporation and also by the National Chamber of Commerce, although 
the Hon’ble Mr. Mahendra Nath Ray has. with his usual suavity, appropria- 
ted that public body among his supporters. Their suggestion deserves consi- 
deration and for that purpose also special inquiry is necessary. 

The Ilon bh* RAI RADHA CHARAN PAL RAHADER said:— 

“My Lord, 1 am neither a barrister nor a vakil but a member of the 
lay public, always at tin* tender mercies of my friends — barristers and 
vakils of the High Court. The question raised bv my hon’ble friend, Rabu 
Surendra Nath Ray, is one which should 1 m* looked at from the point of view 
of the public at largo and 1 am thankful that In* has raised this question. 
Looking at it from that point of view, I must confess that the opinion which 
prevails in my community is for reform of tin 1 Original Side of the High Court 
first, and if that fails then tin* question of the establishment of a City Civil 
Court may be taken into consideration. That is. My Lord, honestly and 
correctly speaking, so far as! have been abb* to ascertain, the opinion of 
the community to which I belong and that is, I believe, the opinion of the 
dispassionate public who have nothing to do with the so-called fight 
between the barristers on the one side and tin* vakils on the other. 

My Lord, considerable stress has been laid by some Hon’ble Members 
on the opinion of the Corporation of Calcutta. The < ’orporat.on appointed 
a mixed Committee composed of Europeans and Indians, lawyers and non- 
law vers, ami they all went, into the question very fully. Ilnur 
opinion has been summarized in the report and I may read an extract from 
it : — 

‘The majority of the f’ommittee art*, however, of opinion that while every effort 
should he made to remove Mich evils as may h<* recognized, nothin? should he done which 
would tend to destroy or weaken a great and valued mstiun on. After weighing the 
advantages and drawbacks of each of the proposals a majority of the Committee are on 
the whole inclined to favour th- view that a reform of the procedure at present 
obtaining in the Original Sid** of the High Court so as to make it less complicated and 
less costly might meet the requirement** of the situation and they prefer that this 
expedient shonld be tried before the introduction of such an innovation as the establish- 
ment of a separate and inferior tribunal.' 

My Lord, the Corporation, if I may he permitted to say so, is the 
representative of all interests in the town of Calcutta and its report represents 
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le collective wisdom of Calcutta and I do not thin*, My Lord, that anyone 
E^re, whether belonging to the barrister community or to the vakil com* 
lunity, would dispute the opinion which has been dispassionately arrived at 
y the committee after full inquiry, as far as it lay within their powers. My 
ord, although 1 lay considerable stress on the report of the Corporation, at 
le same time I fully endorse what has fallen from the Hon’ble Babu 
urendra Nath Banerji and the Hon’ble Dr. Sarbadhikari as to the necessity 
>r the appointment of a commission to consider this vital and important 
uestion. My Lord, I may submit that the opinion which the Corporation of 
alcutta and other public bodies may collect is confined only to a com* 
arativoly small body and in their case the views of one section might dominate 
ror the views of the other section. But, My Lord, a commission or a 
wnraittee appointed by Government will take such evidence and will 
rnbrace the public at large and the committee will be able to ascertain very 
illy and very correctly the views of the public at large. Therefore I think 
bat that is the correct course which should be followed on the present 
ccasion. 

My Lord, 1 am surprised to hear that while some public bodies have been 
onsulted, the Indian Association, of which my hon’ble friend Hon’ble Babn 
urendra Nath Banerji is a member, has not been consulted. Perhaps it 
as been an accidental omission ; but at the same time 1 do not agree with 
im, and 1 must Ray that I controvert his statement that the British Indian 
Lssociation never represents the popular view of the middle class community, 
^here was the Indian Association which came into existence in the 
liddle of the seventies and which was ushered into existence by the help 
f the leading spirits of the British Indian Association and who belonged to 
ie middle class, when on that celebrated night at. the Albert Hall, the 
[on’ble Mr. Banerji delivered his impassioned eloquence. My Lord, it is not 
>rrect to say that the British Indian Association does not represent the 
opular views or the opinions of the middle class community. 1, therefore, 
rnphatically resent the insinuation made by the Hon ble Member.” 

The Hon’ble BABU SURENDRA NATH BANERJI, interrupting, 
lid : — 

“ May 1 rise to remove a misapprehension ? I said that the Indian 
.ssoeiation is more, in an nnpathic sense, representative of the middle class 
immunity than the British Indian Association which is an association of 
.milords. I stick to that position. I do not desire to go back on it or modify 

The Ilon’ble RAI RADHA CHARAN PAL BAHADUR, continuing, 
aid : — 

“My Lord, this is, not the place nor the time to quarrel about this 
lestion. The British Indian Association does not merely represent the 
.milords, but is an association representative of all classes of the community. 

the rolls of the Association lie examined, and 1 sneak from j>er80nal 
now lodge having boon closely associated with it for two generations, at 
lost from its foundation, it will be found that the middle class community 
din which my friend has sprung, has been its prop since days gone by, 
ut what 1 think in this connection necessary to point out is this. There 
a widespread feeling, a feeling universally shared, that the cost of 
tigation in the High Court is prohibitive to the poor man, and Government 
* the protector of the rich and poor alike, ought to take up this question, 
id it can best be threshed out by a committee. No resolution passed in this 
ouncil even by a majority of the non-official members would be acceptable 
) the community as would the decision of a committee such as I have 
ictured, who will examine all the facts and figures and evidence of the pnblic. 
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In that view of the matter, I am unable to vote lor tin* motion. Dm I am 
not opposed to it entirely. With the object of the motion. 1 am in sympathy, 
but I think. My Lord, that the suggestions made by the Corporation 
should be examined by the Government first and I do not know why that 
suggestion cannot be acted upon, because it is in the power of Government to 
so modify the rules on the Hrigmal Side of the High ( ’ourt ami so reduce 
the costs as to maKe it quite possible for the poor man to obtain justice there. 
With these observations 1 beg to resume my seat. 

The Hon hie MR. CHAKRA YARTI. said 

” My Lord. 1 regret that, from a practical point of view, my learned and 
lion ble friend. Dahu Surendra Nath Ray. did not see his way to withdraw 
his resolution, and that for three reasons. 1 am m the habit of speaking 
every day. It is a part of my life, hut on a day like this I ean assure Your 
Excellency that it is not a pleasure. We might have been spared all 1 his 
talking. All this talking cannot lead to any useful result m the near 
future especially as long as there is this war in Europe going on. We 
have to get, the sanction <>f the higher authorities if tdiC innovation 

is to be introduced into Calcutta. I am sure \\r cannot get the higher 

authorities to listen to us now. That is the first thing to bear in mind. 
Flic m xt thing is what my friend Mr. Ray has forgotten. In Madras, they 
could not pass the Act in the local iegishtture. but they had to go to 
tlie Imperial Council. Even tin re a dilliculty aro^e in e mneetion with the 
jurisdiction of the Indian legislature (the Supreme Council 1 to d<*nl with 
T he jurisdiction of the High Court, and they had to resort to a parti- 
cular method, avoiding tie* jurisdiction of the High Court and making 
it concurrent with that of the City Civil Court in Madras. They said some- 
thing like this we shall penalise the man who goes to the High Court 

with a suit below Rs. zi.nOO by awarding against him certain costs'. 

So that if anyone desires to have this City Civil Court with a jurisdiction to 
tht* extent of Rs. 10.000 -nil with plenary powers with regard t«i all cases, 
it will reduce lie* jurisdiction of the High Court.; he would not get it and lie 
cannot gel it in tins country. He will have to ap »ly to t lie Secretary of 
State, but this is not all. as there must be some discussion m Parliament, 
before it could be done. Therefore it is hardly pract icahlc, and it is more 
academic in its nature, to discuss a thing solemnly which cannot lead to any 
useful result m the near future. Further, there is another dillicultv in my 
friend's way an 1 that is that when every one of us is now suffering from the 
effect s ol the war. we cannot persuade t he ( rover uncut to launch into an i n nova- 
t ion which must entail an expenditure of a large sum of money, and also a 
certain amount of recurring expen lit mv t > maintain it. Where is all this 
money to come from? It is better to wait, and there is no hurry about it. 1 
am absolutely at one with my lion ble friend Rabu Mahendra Nath Ray. when 
lie says that we must approach this question from tin- point of view of the 
public ami the public alone. Therefore, so far as voting is concerned. I would 
eliminate tin* barristers, pleaders, solicitors and tin* vakils, and see the result 
after eliminating these people, who are sure to be interested one way or the 
other. For example, my friend, the Hon’ble Raja Hrishikesh Laha. in his 
treble capacity is the Secretary of tin* British Indian AsHociatinn. the 
President of the Bengal National Chamber of Commerce, and a member of 
the Calcutta Corporation. I believe in his legal capacty lie is three different 
individuals — it is therefore very difficult for him to decide in accordance 
with his conscience. 

The Hon'ble RAJA HRISHIKESH LAHA interrupting, said : — 

“ It was decided by the Committee.” 
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The Hou’ble MR. CHAKRAVARTI continuing, said : — 

“ Therefore I would not attach the slightest importance to the opinion 
which has been received from these various bodies, the Vakils’ Association, 
the Bar and the Incorporated Law Society. I put them aside. I would rather 
take the opinion which has been expressed by my hon’ble friends on the 
right. * They are practical business men, they have a great stake in Calcutta, 
th ey have made Calcutta what it is by their trade and commerce. They 
certainly ought to be heard. They have come from another part of the world 
and they have been used to an institution in which there is an intermediary 
called tin* solicitor or attorney, and it has been suggested that because of 
their love for that old association, that they are prepared to maintain this 
costly establishment, the bifurcation of the two branches into solicitors 
and barristers. These level headed practical business men are not 
prepared to make a six-pence go as far as it can ? J do not think that out 
of love for any association they would spend six-pence more than is necessary. 
It has been suggested that they are not in touch with tin* residents of 
Calcutta. I think that they are more in touch with the residents of Calcutta 
in their everyday avocation than the vakils or the solicitors or the 
barristers. They have to deal with people of every class, every complexion. 
(*very condition. Now, therefore, with regard to those three bodies, the 
Bengal Chamber of Commerce, tin* Trades Association, the Marwari Associa- 
tion. these are people whose opinions ought to be considered as of very great 
importance and ought to be taken into account in dealing with this matter 
As against that, we have the opinion of tin* British Indian Association. I 
will not enler into the controversy which has taken place between the Uon’ble 
Rai Radha t’haran Pal Bahadur and t lie Hon’ble Balm Surendra Nat-h Banorji 
regarding what tin* British Indian Association does represent. We ha\e 
here I ho august head of that Association, but so far as stature and weight 
are concerned, he dors certainly carry the greatest weight. Solar a*- that 
Association is concerned, it has been in favour of tln^ pr* »j osal, I do not know 
for what reason, it may be for traditional reasons. They lirst, moved m 1 MS 4 . 
then again they fluttered in 18b:?. again in lbO^-o, and for some reason m 
other they are opposed to mv friend, the Ilon’hle the Vice-< 'hancelh ir 1 
cannot help it. 1 believe it is in their traditions. 

As regards the Corporation, and the Bengal National Chamber of 
Uommeree, I think that their position is also tin* same. I am quoting the 
words of my hon’ble Iriend. Raja Hrishikcsh Laha. and not expressing tin 
personal opinion, but following t lie example of the Hon’ble Mr. Beat son Bell 
with regard to what In* said about t lit' sentiments of tin* cow-boy. 

This is what the Hon’ble Raja said in his note on tin* proposal win n H 
was discussed in the Committee of the ( -orporation. 

* To an outsider w ho like myself possesses hut a portion of the data requisite for an 
adequate judgment on the question, it appears as if most of the difficulties indicated aho\e 
may he removed hy a fe\\ simple measures. I would recommend a reformation of the 
working of the High Court in its Original Side in the tirst instance, and would exhaust the 
resources of internal reform before introducing such an innovation as the establishment of 
a new Court.’ 

As t he President of tin* Bengal National Chamber of Commerce he has 
expressed the same opinion, and if I understood him rightly, he has not 
changed his opinion. J may therefore claim his support to my opposition. 

Now, My Lord, with regard to my benevolent friends, the Hon’ble Nawab 
Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri and the Hon’ble Babu Upendra Lai Ray who 
are outsiders, and whose arguments seem to be this : — ‘ If a thing is suitable 
for us, why should it uot suit you. If we are su tiering from ills in the 
mufassal, why not join us in tin* same kind of disease.’ I may remind my 
friend the Hon’ble Balm Upendra Lai Ray thal lie suffered very badly in con- 
nection with a port extension land acquisition case in Chittagong. 


• The Member* (or the Chamber of Commerce 
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My Lord, there are throe requisites to he considered in connection with 
this proposal, viz., cheapness, efficiency and expedition. As regards the last 
requisite, not very much lias been said, and I venture to think that from what 
the Raja has said with regard to litigation in the High (\mrt ii is in the long 
run far more expeditious to have a east* tried there from start to finish than 
to go through the annoying process of appeal and revision. With regard to 
cheapness, it has been assumed that if we employ two persons, our method is 
sure to he expensive. 

Idle argument as regards costliness is also based upon the same misappre- 
hension. It is illusory. What you have to do is to take eases, not extraordinary 
hut ordinary cases, take the average. imt cases of Ks. 20 or Us. JO to be com- 
pared with Us. 2,000. hut take cases over Us. 2.000 from start to finish, from 
the tune a litigant romes to court to the time that he realises the money and 
puts it into his pocket and lot us examine tin* same number of eases as regards 
the mufassal and let us see which is more expensive, more annoying. My Lord. 
I have very nearly done, and 1 have to he within the time. My lion hie friend 
thinks if he can succeed in getting the resolution through the millenium will 
come, he thinks the laws delays will be gom*. the laws trouble and the laws 
expanses will be things of the past — a vain hope not likely to be realized.’ 

/ The Hon hie MATLVI A. K. FAZ-TL-II AQ said — 

*' Mv Lord, when I asked Your Excellency to permit me to lake part late 
in this debate, my object was to have an opportunity of listening to tin* 
Hon'hle I >al >u Surendra Nath Banerji I knew he was opposed to this reso- 
lution. and I knew that his fiery eloquence would bo levelled against tin* 
resolution which i> now belore this ('ouneil. Mi. lianerji has said that his 
vision has become slightly blinded by the dust ol a heated controversy. I 
do not know if I am quoting Ins words rightly but that is the sum and 
substance of what he said. Well, if that is so. and ii Mr. Ruuerji will 
condescend to take a suggestion from a junior colleague. 1 would advise him. 
when wo come to a division, to withhold Ins vote, lie could not help speak- 
ing against the resolution but at least let him not \ote against it. As 
regards the suggestion for the appointment of a committee I mil have some- 
thing to sav later on. 

My Lord, if e \ or the support oi a colleague can be s;iie«*re and cordial, 
I give it with my whole heart to the resolution which has just been Inoved by 
tlie 1 1 on bl e Babu Surendra Nath Kay. 1 confess that when 1 came into the 
Council ( ’hamber this morning 1 came prepared to support the resolution, but 
1 bad nevertheless the fullest desire to listen to the arguments on the other 
side. I have now listened very carefully to the debate and 1 mean no dis- 
respect to the leaders of the opposition when 1 say that neither the skilful 
advocacy of the Hon’hle Mr. ( 'hakravarty, nor the erudite logic of the 
Hon’hle Hr. Sarbadhiknri or the Hon’hle Uai Uadha < liaran Hal. nor even the 
pursuasive eloquence of tin* Hon’hle Mr. Surendra Nath Banerji has shaken 
my belief that the resolution advocates a measure of very necessary reform 
in the system ol the administration of f’ivil Justice m this <‘ity 

My Lord, on the las: occasion when the resolut'on was first pbc <■ I before 
tips (’ouneil. tlie Hon ble Sir S. I\ Sinha delivered a ino-t violent attack not 
merely against the resolution itself, but also against the mufassa] judiciary 
and als > that branch of the legal profession to which I have tlie honour to 
belong. To oppose the resolution he was certainly entitled, but lie had no 
justification to shower abuses on those with whom tlie resolution had no 
concern. It is a sure indication of the unsoundnes* of your defence when 
you begin bv abusing the opponents’ attorney, and 1 will presently show that 
the speech of the Hon'bh- Sir Sinha was not. only no answer to the ease put 
forward by the resolution, but wa- simply a wild and ineffectual attempt to 
justify his attitude of uncompromising op; ositjon. I regret that I feel 
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compelled to say that the speech of Sir Sinha was unworthy of the eminence 
which he occupies as a lawyer, for it is full of irrelevant arguments which 
;lo not at all touch the real points at issue and under consideration by this 
Council. 

My Lord, the Hon’ble Sir Sinha has laid down three canons of criticism 
for testing the quality of justice administered in a particular tribunal. The 
first of these is ” uffeciency.” It is argued that the justice administered in 
the Original Side is extremely efficient because you have here a High Court 
Judge to try your cases. It is next urged that the justice you will get in the 
new City Civil Court will be less efficient because the presiding Judge will 
be a lesser judicial officer tdian a High Court Judge. This is also the 
argument of those public bodies who have supported the view taken by Sir 
Sinha in opposition to the resolution, and it is therefore necessary to examine 
this argument closely. 

My Lord, I hope that Hon’ble Members will excuse me if I draw their 
attention for a moment to the constitution of the Courts on the Original Side 
of the High Court. They are invariably presided over by Hamster Judges, 
be.. Judges who have* been recruited from the Har. It is well known that a 
successful practitioner will seldom he induced to accept, a High Court Judge- 
ship. 1 regret Sir S. P. Sinha is absent to-day, but had he been present he 
would have borne me out when 1 say that, once a barrister attains success in 
his profession, he will resent any limits being put on his income and that lie 
will refuse even so highly paid a post as that of a Member of the Viceroy's 
Executive Council. It follows that if even a post like this is not sufficiently 
attractive, a High < ’ourt Judgeship must be even less so. For the purpose of 
recruitment tothe Hench, you are therefore left with an inferior class of people 
— the class of practitioners from t he tolerably good to those sorry specimens of 
legal humanity at the lowest rung of the ladder, from the half-a-crown 
counsel to the two-penny barrister, men who eke out a precarious living by a 
system of legalised robbery. Suppose one of these two-penny barristers was 
by some lucky chance appointed to a seat on the High Court Hench. 
Would any one seriously argue that the justice administered by such 
a Judge would deserve to be (tailed efficient, merely because the judicial 
luminary happened to be a Judge of a High Court ? It i> well known that 
t hen* are numerous Judges of High Courts at the present- moment whose 
seats on the Hench are merely due either to accident or to the accumulated 
result of a fortuitous concourse of circumstances. As a matter of fact, 
there are hundreds in the mufassal judiciary in India who in natural ability, 
legal learning, soundness of judgment and capacity for work an* far superior 
to many a High Court Judge. It is a matter of common knowledge that in 
numerous cases t hi* decisions of Subordinate Judges have on appeal to the 
Privy Council been upheld and the decision of the High Court reversed. Hoes 
this show that the decision of a Subordinate Judge is had and that of two 
Judges of the High Court efficient V 1 have been a pleader myself for six 
years in the mufassal arid 1 have had personal experience of the quality of \vork 
done by mufassal Judges. 1 do not, for a moment hesitate to say that there 
are at the present moment many a High Court Judge* who in the discharge 
of their duties give far less satisfaction to litigants than Munsiffs and Sub- 
ordinate Judges in the mufassal. The days when the High Court Hench con- 
tained none but the very deserving have long since passed away. As matters 
now stand, you may have almost any one as a High Court Judge. Sir S. P. 
Sinha was shocked to think that there could even he a suggestion that High 
i ourt Judges are not more* efficient than mufassal J udges. Well. I do not mind 
telling my hon’ble friend that though I may not go so far as he apprehends. 
I certainly suggest that a Judge of the High Court is not necessarily a more 
efficient judicial officer than the Judges in the mufassal. My Lord, the 
Hon’ hit* Sir 8. P. Sinha has said that the whole reason of the existence 
of the High Court Judges as Judges of the Supreme Court in this country is 
their greater efficiency. Absolutely nothing of the kind. In most cases, they 
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jisfc as Judges merely by accident, and it is often the turn up of a die, in 
be gambling freaks of fortune, whether a briefless barrister will figure in an 
nsolvency Court or adorn a seat on a High Court 1 tench. 

t My Lord, I have agent some time in discussing the question of efficiency, 
coause people have a mistaken idea of the quality of judicial work in the 
ligh Court, I notice that the question of efficiency of the justice adminis- 
ered in the Original Side is the main prop in the arguments of those in 
pposition to the resolution and 1 thought it my duty to try to remove a 
iopular fallacy. I rej>eat that it is a very big assumption to make to argue that 
because a Judge happens to be a Judge of a High Court, the justice lie will 
administer will be more efficient thah that administered by Judges outside 
he Mahrafcta Ditch. 

My Lord, the Honble Mr. Surendra Nath Manor ji has referred to the 
ligh Cpurt as the palladium of justice and the bulwark of our liberties! 
These are no doubt very fine phrases but as is usual with rhetorical 
latitudes, they are full of fallacy and fiction. 1 do not wish to discuss 
whether the High Court is the same palladium, which it had been in days of 
fore, but the question of its being the bulwark of our liberties depends very 
uuch on tilt* personal equation of the Judge who decides a particular ease, 
[f it is a convicting Judge, off go your liberties like chaff before the whirl- 
wind. 

Mv friend was referring to a certain recent case which he has not men- 
tioned. My Lord, that case was decided not on the Original Side of the. High 
Court but by the Special Tribunal, and my friend can comfort himself with 
that ” 


The Hon’ hie MR. K. K. CIIAKRAVARTI, interrupting, Haid 

“ 1 must correct that error. The Special Bench which is constituted by 
the Act is a part of the High Court. 


The Hon ble MAULVI A. K. FAZ-UL-HAQ said 

*• My Lord, the vakils have no part in the Court. Whether it is a part of 
the High Court or not t lit' Special Tribunal will not bo touched by the estab- 
lishment of a City Civil Court. 

The fact of the matter is that the real bulwark of our liberties lies not 
so much in the strong walls of the judicial conscience of a High Court Judge, 
but in the justness of the laws which the Judges are called upon to 
administer. If the laws are defective, not even the sturdiest Judge can 
protect us from petty oppression and tyranny at the hands of a strong and 
irresponsible Kxocutive (Joveriuuent. Fortunately, however, we an* not 
called upon to discuss whether the High Court is or is liot what the fondest 
fancier of the Hon ble Mr. Banerji can conceive it to be. The question is 
, absolutely irrelevant to tie* matter under discussion. The proposed City Civil 
Court is meant to be a very unostentatious tribunal and cannot by any 
stretch of imagination touch either the palladium of justice or the bulwark of 
the liberties of the Indian people. 

My Lord, I now pass to the consideration of the* question of expediti- 
ousness in the disposal of cases. 

I do not think it will cause any surprise in this Council when I say that 
dilatoriness is not the monopoly of mufassal courts ; we have had instances 
enough even in the High Court where the laws delays have been generally a 
matter of public comment and much adverse criticism. Indeed trials by 
Mumifs are sometimes defective because they have to deal with more cases 
than they can humanly cope with. Then, My Lord, I come to the question of 
costs and here I dare say I stand on much firmer ground. 1 he Hon ble Sir 
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S. P. Sinha haH himself admitted that that is the only argument that rm 
learned friend hat* got in support of his resolution. That is a very large 
admission, if it is admitted that the cost of litigation on the Original Si»'e is 
not merely great, hut absolutely prohibitive and ruinous to the litigant then 
of course the Hon’ hie Mover has got the sure help of this Council. 

With these remarks. My Lord, I strongly support the resolution. 


HIS EXCELLENCY THE PRESIDENT said:— 

u Before callng on the Mover of the Resolution for a reply I should lik<* 
to say a few words with reference to what has been said by the Hon'bh- 
Mr. Surendra Nath Banerji. The Hon’ble Mr. Banerji has complained of 
the conduct of either the Government. or the Secretary to the Council 
in not putting on tin* Agenda paper a resolution which ho wishod to move 
dealing with the topic now before us. 1 kimw that my hon’ble friend is a 
very busy man an I 1 therefore suppose that he had not read very carefully 
the letter sent to him by Mr. Watson, the Secretary lo the House. 
If the Hon’ble Mr. Banerji had read it carefully, he would have found that 
1 regretted very much that I was unable to accept, his resolution for very 

definite reasons. There were t wo things in my mind when I found myself 

unable to accept that resolution. One was the honour and reputation of this 
House not only in the minds of the people of Bengal hut outside Bengal, The 
other was a somewhat more selfish view, as 1 did not wish to be deprived of 
hearing the eloquent speech of my hon’hle friend 'Mr. Banerji'. At tin 
meeting of the Nth December last. I myself ruled that ihe Hon’ble Mr. 
Surendra Nath Ray s resolution was to be brought ’ up again and discussed 
at the end of this session. It would have been impossible for me to set 
that ruling aside without holding up this Council to some ridicule. That was 

one reason why I had to refuse the Hon’ble Mr. Banerji s resolution. The 

other reason was that if it had appeared m the Agenda paper and the Hon’ble 
Balm Surendra Nath Bay had withdrawal his resolution, rule iW of our 
Resolutions Unit's would have come m a bar: for it is nut y i urn* year 
since Mr. Ray's resolution was first discussed m t his Council, and t herefore 
any resolution raising substant ially t he same topic cannot in the interim be 
discussed. Thus 1 should have had to rule nut the Hon hie Members resolu- 
tion in any case ami 1 would not have had the opportunity of hearing tin 
eloquent speech that I have heard from him to-day. In view of tin' remarks 
that have fallen from the Hon bh* Member. I think it right to say that these 
are the reasons why Goverment. or rather 1 myself, could not accept the 
Hon’ble Mr. Banerji's resolution.’’ 


The Hon hie BABU SERENDBA NATH RAY said 

My Lord, the time allowed to me to reply is only 15 minutes. I am 
sorry that, I shall not be able within this limited time to give reply to all t he* 
points raised over this question of the establishment of a City Civil Court for 
Calcutta. 1 shall try to touch only a few r salient points. 

My hon’ble friend Sir Satyendra Sinha in opposing my resolution said 
that it remained for me, a representative of the mufassal municipalities, to 
take up the cause in which the poor litigants of Calcutta are interested and 
that the Calcutta public had not so far expressed their opinion. My Lord. I 
took up the subject because I thought that justice was -m my side. Thanks, 
however, to the intervention of our esteemed and hen' hi-* friend the Maharaja- 
dhiraj Bahadur of Burdwan wdio suggested that public opinion should be 
invited by your Lordship’s Government on the subject the Calcutta Corpora- 
tion, that body representing the Calcutta public, consisting of Hindus, Muham- 
madans, Parsees. Jew's. Armenians, Europeans and Anglo-Indians, all residents 
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of Calcutta also the representatives of the Mental Chamber of Commerce and 
Trades' Association in that body, m fact representing all interests in Calcutta, 
have unrnistakeably and m no uncertain terms given exression to their views. 
That body endorses my views and complains of the expensive costs and 
dilatoriness of the proceedings of the Original Sale of the High Court. A 
perusal of the proceedings of the Calcutta Corporation shews that the 
leading Commissioners have unanimously complained that justice was denied 
to the poor people, that there was a crying demand for a separate tribunal 
where poor people and persons of Imute 1 means might obtain justice at a 
moderate cost. The Hon ’hie Raja llnshikesh Laha, one of the richest and 
most influential landlords of BeMgal, himself a resident of Calcutta, owning 
large properties both in Calcutta and the mufassal and having experience of 
litigation both injdie Original Side of the High Court and the muiassal C ourts, 
in his able note before tlie Select ( ommittee of tin* Calcutta Corporation has 
practically supported my proposal and has clearly shewn that the Original 
Side of the High Court is neither cheap nor expeditious and that the Mufussal 
Courts are not inefficient. If the resolution of the Calcutta Corporation with 
reference to my proposal be properly interpret '), it moan* that tin* proposed 
City Court should have a High Court Judge to presale over it. failing which 
inv recommendation is to be accepted in t.oto. 1 humbly submit that it goes 
further than inv resolution. Your Lordship has also heard what my lion hie 
friend llaja Ihnendra Jsarayan Ray. the representative of tin' Calcutta Corpora- 
tion in your Lordship's Council, has stated to-day in this Council wit h relerenee 
to my resolution an I in what, terms he has support it. The Bengal National 
Chamber of Comm *rcv which represents t he Indian mercantile community of 
Calcutta has also to a large extent endorsed the opinion of the Calcutta 
Corporation and has advocated radical reform in the Original Side of the High 
Court. The British Indian Association represent ing the landlords ol Bengal — 
the association of tho^e who are in a position to speak with authority on my 
proposal — in their letter to Your Lordship's Covernment state * my Committee 
tin •refore welcome ilm proposal put forward bv the Hon'hie Babu Sunmdra 
Nath Ray a much needed reform which this Association has consistently 
advocated during the past Jo y»*ar>. Tin* Moslem League as representing 
the views of the Muhammadan Community has supported me. My lion bio 
f r j t *nd Nnwab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhtiri. Khan Bahadur, has by lus able 
speech given unqualified support to inv proposal. 

Sir Satyendra l’rasanna Sinha in opposing my resolution said that the 
administration of justice must fulfil certain requisit ies. that it must he efficient, 
it must be expeditious and it must, so far as is possible, be economical, and 
if the administration of justice on tie* Original Side of tin* High Court fails 
in any one of these particulars it has failed as a system of administration 
of justice. 1 have never questioned the efficiency of the High Court. But 
what I sav is that the mufassal Courts are not inefficient and are cheap and 
also expeditious. . . 

The opinions of public bodies and public mmi, as well as tin* opinion of 
those dispensing justice on the Original Side of the High Court and figures 
given in the Administration Reports of Government showing the disposal 
of contested suits both in the Original Side of the High Court and the 
mufassal Courts, show that the High Court is neither economical nor ex- 
peditious, and that it is not the poor man s Court. 

Within the last few months two applications wen* made on the Original 
Side of the High Court before Mr. •Justice Ohaudhury i 1 for the transfer of 
an ejectment case from the f alciitta Small Cause ( ourt to the High Court in 
its Original Side and the other from the Court at Arrali. known as the Domraon 
Raj case to the same Court. Petitions for transfer in both the cases were 
rejected on the ground of heaviness of cost and dilatoriness of proceedings. 
In the former case, Mr. Justice Chaudhurv said : * I am free to confess that 
the atmosphere of this Court has often the knack of converting a simple 
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estion into one of considerable magnitude involving much discussion and 
xious consideration, but I am not prepared in l his instance to give the 
plicant the chance of engaging our attention ’ In the Dorriraon Raj case 
e same learned Judge said, 4 the costs of a litigation of this character in 
is Court are likely to be very heavy. The costs of translation alone would 
lount to a fairly large sum and so far as I know, the inspection of docile 
mts in the mufassal do not cost anything like what they cost in this Court, 
may be said that the inspection of documents are more effective in this 
>urt than in the mufassal. At any rate let us hope so. But it is a some- 
liat expensive matter and J am not certain that by t ransfering the oase to 
is Court the costs of the parties would not be largely added.’ 

It has been said that if there had been any thingto complain of regarding 
e Original Side of the High Court, the Bengal Chamber of Commerce would 
tve been the first to raise its voice. But 1 ask in all seriousness, to the mem- 
irs of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce whose President and Vice-President 
e on this Council, if the Original Side of the High Court was cheap and 
peditious, and efficient what made them constitute an Arbitration Tribunal 
their own for the disposal of their own cases. To them, as lias been justly 
id. in the question of the establishment of a City Civil Court for Calcutta is 
academic interest. The poor suitors of Calcutta want to have a cheap 
ibunal of their own for the redress of their wrongs. W hy grudge them 
is boon? The European mercantile community and the trading bodies of 
iloutta can hardly be said to be in touch with the owners of small landed 
operties in Calcutta who would be benefited materially by the proposed 
)urt. 

It has been said that the Press of Calcutta has never raised itn voioe 
gainst the heavy cost and dilatoriness of the Original Side of the High Court, 
ir has it advocated the establishment of a City Court for Calcutta, 
inoe the subject has been before this Council, various articles have 
ipeared in some of the leading newspapers of this Presidency both Indian 
id Anglo-Indian, generally in support of "my proposal. The Bangabasi 
a series of articles supported my proposal. The Cavital and the 
nglisfonan have been advocating the establishment of a City Court for 
alcutta at least since the year 1012. The Indian Mirror the 
hisalman. tin* Nay ale the Hitabndi and other vernacular papers have 
,lso supported inj proposal. 

It has been urged in opposition to my resolution for the establishment 
a cheap machinery for poor suitors where the dual system of solicitors 
[id counsel should la* done away with, and where barristers, vakils and 
ilieitors will have the equal- right of audience, that in mufassal Courts 
tnior pleaders are engaged to assist senior pleaders. That may be so, but 
hat of those who cannot afford to pay for both a senior and a junior 
leader, who can only afford to have their work done by a junior # pleader. A 
real deal has been said by my friends, tin* members of the Bar, how the dual 
fstem of having both a counsel and a solicitor in a cast* is necessary, that it 
the basis of the English judicial system which is the best in the world. I 
link the members of the Bar are aware of the fact that the jurisdiction of 
le County Courts in England has been gradually extended, that these courts 
m try suits up to Rs. 7,500 of the following nat ure, viz., (a) account or admi- 
istration, (b) trusts, [c) foreclosure or redemption, (d) specific performance, 
d Under the Trustees Relief Acts and other cognate Acts, (/) to maintenance 
id advancement of infants, (g) dissolution or winding up of partnership 
id (A) relief against fraud or mistake. The County Courts have also juris- 
iotion to deal with cases where the value of lands, tenements or the rent 
iyable in respect thereof does not exceed £100 per annum, t.a., property 
orth Rs. 30,000 taking the value at 20 times the annual rental. The dual 
fstem of having both a counsel and a solicitor is not compulsory in a case 
ied in a County Court — a solicitor can act and plead. And there is now a 
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Comity Court for the City of London. How, after this, my friend* can o pose 
the establishment of a County Court nr a City Civil Court or whatever name 
you may choose to give it for Calcutta and quote Lord HaLhury and others 
to prove the necessity ior tin* appointment in all cases of ln»th a solicitor anti 
a counsel for the perpetuat up ol the dual system, I for mv part fail to see. 
There is nothing within the charmed circle of the Mahratta ‘ 1 >it eh which justi- 
fies; tlie opposition to the establishment of a City Court for Calcutta. Why 
should not there be a gradation of Courts in Calcutta when there are such 
courts throughout India and also m England. My Lord, time dors not permit, 
me to reply seriatim to the arguments advanced l.y the Bar Association 
against my proposal. It is, howe\er. curious that two sej>aratc and indepen- 
dent replies should have been given by the members of tin* Bar. 1 think the 
Vakils' Association in rlmir letter to Your Lordship’* Government have tried 
to meet some ol the arguments, and it *s lor ^ out* Lordship s Government- 
to compare the facts and figure* given by each of them, to *ee for yourself if 
the muf tssal ( ourts are not really cheaper and more expeditious than the 
Original Side of the High Court. 

The Bar Association ha\ e made much of tin* traditions of the English 
Bar. but I am sorry opinions diHer so widely in this respect. Lord Macaulay, 
himself a member of the Lnglish Bar. said, * No Mahratta invasion had ever 
spread through the Province such dismay as this inroad of Lnglish Lawyers ; 
all tht* injustice of former oppressors. Asiatic and Luropean appeared as a 
blessing compared with the justice of the Supreme Court.* This was said by 
Macaulay more than three quarters of a eeiHtiry ago. I must however say that 
1 do not wholly share these extreme views of Lnr.i M aeaulay. but the public 
opinion gathered after three quarters of a century seems to justify to a great 
extent- his remarks. 

In their reply, the Bar Association quotes the following passage from the 
speech of Sir Griffith Evans in the Supreme Council at the passing of tin* 
Madras City Civil Court. ’ The necessity for this legislation if’ it is neces- 
sary 1 must drp* ml on tin* peculiar circumstances of Madras as such a measure 
would in my opinion be wholly out of question for Calcutta.’ It was t^e 
question ol tin* establishment of a City Court for Madras which was then 
on the anvil of the Supreme Conn nl — not tin* establishment of a City Court 
for Calcutta. What prompted him to speak then about the establishment of 
a City C uirt for Calcutta is perhaps not far to see. My friends the mem* 
bers of the Calcutta Bar were vigilant about their own interests from that 
time and Sir Griffith Evans was only their spokesman. He was not aud was 
never recognized as a person represent mg popular views or even t he views 
of the public of Calcutta. 

My Lord, there is a reference m the reply of tin* Bar Association showing 
the dilat oriuess of execution proceedings in mufassal Courts in which I 
myself was a party. I think it only fair to explain the facts an I circums- 
tances. It is no doubt a faet that I had a decree tor about two lakhs of 
rupees against a gentleman who is a near relation of mine. Two Lieutenant- 
Governors. suer *s*iv** members of the Board of Revenue, Commissioners of 
the Burdwan lb vision and Collectors of the District of Hooghly tried to 
save tiie judgment-debtor — t he scion of a most respected zarnindar family 
of Bengal who had given all he had to save people from ruin. Courts of 
•Justice naturally gave time whenever applications were made on his behalf 
either by himself or by the Goiirt of Wards which had charge of his estate 
to see if the estate could he saved. I never executed my decree against, him 
and he never opposed the execution either of my decree or the decree of any 
other decree-holder. It was absolutely impossible for m** to execute my 
decree against my relation and cause hi.* proper! ie* to be sold and honce f 
had to sell it at a loss* of R*. 37.000. 

I have not had time to test all the details of the statements given bv 
The various associations in their replies, but I am sorry to see that having 
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got all the papers of the case before them, the Incorporated Law Society 
should have made such inaccurate and incorrect statements with regard to 
the case of Lolit Mohan Ghose and others verms Promotha Nath Pey and 
others cited by me in moving’ my resolution. This is the only case about 
which I have been able to make proper inquiries. I stated that the 
costs of the plaintiff was about Us. 890. It now appears that the costs 
amounted to Us. 1,980 — the charges of solicitors alone being Us. 1,083-10, in 
fact the costs in the Original Side amounted to more than double of what I had 
stated. The statement of liabu Lalit Mohan Ghose, one of the plaintiffs, shews 
the real state of things, the out-of-pocket costs alone amounted to nearly 
Us. 860. 

My Lord, it has been insinuated that I have brought forward this 
resolution in the interests of the vakils of the High Court to whose rank 
I have the honour to belong. Your Lordship must have by this time been 
able to gauge the real feeling of the representatives of the different constitu- 
encies in Your Lordship's Council, of the Indian Public of Calcutta, to 
ascertain if the opinion is not in favour of a City Court for Calcutta, whether 
at least a radical reform in the Original Side of the High Court is not 
necessary. The simple fact that the establishment of a City Court for 
Calcutta may be of some advantage to the vakils while it may confer great 
benefit to the poor suitors of Calcutta has not deterred me from bringing 
forward my resolution before ^ our Lordships Council. 

1 am really very sorry at the attitude of some of mv friends in this 
Council who have opposed my resolution. Some of them have always been 
the chosen champions of the popular cause, of po; ular rights and privileges ; 
they have always raised their powerful voire against the oppressors wrong, 
the poor man’s sufferings. They have always advocated for just ice to the 
poor but now when a proposition is brought forward to bring justice t<> the 
door and within the means ol the poor they are against the poor. But My 
Lord, even Homer nods. 

Tin' argument generally put forward against ihr establishment of the 
City Court for Calcutta is that tin* High Court will be weakened. I think the 
a^ument, is fallacious. The Calcutta High Court is a chartered High Court. 
Its power of wu|>crinlr!idenee over the proposed City Court which will 
he a Court subordinate to it will be the same as it has over district 
courts. The power of the High Court given to it under the charter 
remains in tact. Sir Philip Hutchins anticipated this argument when 
introducing his Bill for a City Civil Court for Madras in the Supreme Council 
and he said, 1 How the dignity or the independence of the Judges can be 
impaired by simply furnishing an auxiliary tribunal to relieve them of such 
eases as t hey do not t hink it desirable to call up for trial before themselves, 
has not been explained, and is, as I frequently submittel. incapable of 
explanation.’ 

There is another fact which I ought to mention. Have not there been 
established in Calcutta Courts such as the Land Acquisition Court and tin* 
improvement Trusr Tribunal for the trial of cases valued not only below 
Ks. 10.000 but even lakhs and lakhs of rupees? Is it not a fact that we owe it 
to our hon’ble friend Sir Satyendra Sinha as Law Member of the Governor- 
General’s Council the insertion of the clause in the Calcutta Improvement 
Trust Act that a vakil should also be allowed to be the President of the 
Trust Tribunal ? My Lord, no cry was then raised against curtailing the 
dignity of the High Court and plundering the ancient traditions of the dear 
Bar of England. 

It has been suggested hv some of the public bodies that we must first 
attempt a radical reformation of the Original Side of the High Court. But 
that Court is not subordinate to and is not to he dictated to by Your Lord- 
ship’s Government. The only alternative left for Your Lordship’s Govern- 
ment is to establish a separate and independent Tribunal.” 


i 
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A division was then iak<oi with the following result : — 


Ayes — 13 

The Hon’ble Balm Surendru Xath Ka\ 

M „ Kaja Hn^hikeoli Luha. • i.l 

M Na.wab Saiyid Hos^nni Haider 

Chuudhuri. Khan Bahadur 
.. „ Maul vi A. K. r«7-wJ-Hatj 

,, ,, Babu Mulie. »dra Xath Ba\ . • . 1.1 

„ Bai Han Mohan Chandra Bahadur. 

,. „ Chaudlmn Muhammad I-muuiI 

Khan 

,. ,♦ Bai Xalmak^ha B.i-u Bahadur ' 

n „ Balm Cpendra Lai Bn\ 

„ „ Maul vi Musharraf Hu^um 

,, Baja Ihncndru Naruyan Bu\ 

Xuwah Saiyid Nawal* Alt Chau 
diiun Khan Bahadur 

.. S.r Bijay Chand Mahtah, h < a i . 

K.r i.e., l ‘>.m . Mahurajadhiraj.i 
Bahadur of Burduan 


Noes — lit 

Tin Hon’blt Mr H. J Hilar\ 

Dr Xdratan Nirkar 
§ Mr Indam lIosM*»n Cuwsuu Ariff 
.. Babu Suivndra Xath Banerji 

IV iNdia I’ra*ad Sarhadhikan, r.i.K. 
Bam Siitx^hi Kauta Aeharyva Chau. 

dhuri Bahadur 
Mr vV T. Hriet 
Mr K. H Bray 

.. .. Mr L II Slew art, < .i.k 

Mr Byoinkt - Chakravarti 


The following Mend >«*?*> were absent : — 

The Hnn'hle Mr. J. C. TwidelJ. 

.. Mr. 15. C. Mitra. 

,, .. < '< »1 . \\\ K. Fd wards. 

M r. C. II. I '(uii)iaK. 

Maulvi Mazhnrul Anwar < ’hamlhuri. 
Bai Prasanna Kumar Pay Bahadur. 

Sir Satyendra Prasanna Sinha. Kt. 
Maharaja dagadindra Nath Kay. 

Kaja Mahendra Kanjan Kay < haudhun 
Nawab Bahadur of Murshidahad. 

Amir-uMhnrah. K.r.s.i.. k.c.v.o. 
Maharaja Kanajit Sinha of Nashipur. 
Mr. K. Glen 


l iie following’ Meini»er" abstained from voting : — 

The Hon hie Mr. P. < . Lyon, r.s.i. 

,, Nawal* Syed Shnms-ul-II u< la. 

,, Mr. N. 1 L Beat son Bell, c .i.k 
M r. d . ( i . ( dimming, c. i.l. 

M !'. d . H. Kerr. ( .I.L. 

Mr. Ji. L. St eplienson. c.i.L. 

,, Mr. II F. Samman. 

Mr. II. II. Give n. 

.Mr. Id A. A. Cowley. 

Mr. C. .1. Stevenson-Moore. c.v.o. 
Bai Priya Nath Mukherji Bahadur. 
Mr. C. F. Pavne. 

Mr. W. W. Hornell 
Mr. F. d. Monahan. 

. Kai Kadha C ha ran Pal Bahadur. 

Mr. G. A. Bay ley. 

,. Mr. A. \V. C. Chaplin. 


The result of the division being Ayes 1#. Noes 10, the motion was 
carried. 



394 


City Civil Court Resolution . 
[President' 8 Address .] 


[7t a April, 


The President’s Address. 

HIS EXCELLENCY THE PRESIDENT said 

“ The time has once qgain come round when not only custom hut my 
own wish leads me to thank you for the help you have given me, and to 
congratulate you — not so much on what you have done in the way of legislation 
as on the manner in which you have done it. It was not a large pro- 
gramme which Government put before you — we have only passed four Acts. 
Each of these Acts is, I believe, for the good of Bengal. If I did not 
believe that, they would licit have been introduced. But what, more than 
anything else, makes me sanguine of their usefulness is that I know that 
these* Acts, while taking their present shape, were all subject to your 
criticism. No one who compares the text of the Bills which we intro- 
duced in this House with the text of the Acts which go out from it. can 
doubt tin* reality of the share which the Additional Members of my Council 
have in making the laws which we pass. It is, 1 think, only by making such 
a comparison that we can arrive at a true appreciation of the extent of that 
share. Wo often argue in this Chamber among ourselves. We often vote. 
Government sometimes refuses amendments. Government sometimes accepts 
them as they stand, or incorporates their spirit though in a different form. 

All H'is gives to any one who noticed it. some idea of the help which those, 
who are, I think, rather too apt t » speak of tie mselvos as the Opposition, 
give to the Executive Government. But it is only those who make the 
comparison which 1 have suggested who fully realise the nature of that help, 
for it is only they who can appreciate how much help is given in committee. 
Help in committee is too often forgotten. 1 think that if any one who makes 
that comparison will go on to make a similar coup arisen of tin* text of the 
Bills introduced, and with that of the Acts passed by Government in Legis- 
lative bohes in other countries. In* will be surprised to find bow much 
assistance 1 the Governor of Bengal receives from the non-otlicial Additional 
Members of his Council. The comparison certainly makes me hopeful in view 
of what 1 believe will inevitably be the tendency uf political growth. But it 
is that comparison which makes me think you do not speak accurately when 
you refer to yourselves as an Opposition. It is difficult to compare things so 
different, as the forms of Government here and in England, but I am inclined 
to think that the nearest, indeed the only approach to an Opposition in the 
English sense to be found in the Government of an Indian Presidency, is 
sometimes the Governor himself. 

I would like to refer briefly to one incident which has not called forth 
much attention. Not long ago my friend and colleague, the Ilon ble Nawab 
Kyed Shams-ul-Iluda, presided throughout a sitting of this Council. That was, • 

I believe, the first occasion on which an Indian gentleman has occupied the 
President's chair in any Indian Legislative Council. 1 am glad that Bengal 
has again set an example. , 

N ov, gentlemen, I want to thank you for t lie work you have done out- . 
side the Council Chamber. 1 know how much Hon’ble Members have striven 
during the anxious months since last August to render the task of Govern- 
ment easier. We have hail our trials — not so acute certainly, as in some 
parts of the Empire. Still we have had trials. There has been dislocation 
of trade, there has been suffering caused by tin* difficulty of obtaining some 
much needed commodities, and by the absence of demand for other commo- 
dities on the sale of which men depend for livelihood. There have been 
rumours full of terrors to men of limited experience ; there has been the pain 
which comes to those who find their most sacred ideas assailed from the out- 
side. These things might easily have led to movements which w6uld have 
been regrettable and difficult to quell. I know how, in your different ways. 

you tried to keep public opinion steady, how you contradicted foolish rumours, 

# 

i 
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gapped alarm, and sympathetically guided the thought* of your co-religionists. 

• VOU ^° r ^ mo,v i I confidently ask you logo on helping 

fipvern merit as each of you tinds lie conscientiously can. In no country at 
nd time can we expect everybody to lx* on the side of* law and order. There 
will always he some people who, whatever he their mot ive, are anxious to 
upset the state of affairs which we believe is for the true good of India. It 
will he st rhnge it such persons do not seize any opportunity which war may 
givo them to make their presence felt. Many sorts of crime' — not un- 
natu tally have shown a marked increase lately, and this is true m an 
especial degiee of that kind of crime which as we all most smeerclv deplore, 
i swiften associated, however unfairly, with the name of Bengal in the minds 
of people in many parts of t he world. That kind of crime w Inch is spoken 
ci£t— to an undue extent | think and not always aceiirately — as political crime ; 
crime which is committed by persons of a class which one would expect to he 
actuated by some higher motive than the mere vulgar desire for plunder. 
Many of you have been reluctant — I myself am very reluctant — to believe 
t hat such crime can be widespread, but it iias been lately made very clear 
that it- does exist. It is the duty of ( i overnnieiit to repress that form of 
crime, and it. is the duty of ( iovernmont. to try to remove any cause which 
they may think brings it about. That is the duty of (iovernmont now, and 
may continue to he the duty of ( iovcnimonl . jnrhaps, for a longtime, for 
it is not. a duty which can be completely performed in a day. Blit at 
present it is especially and immediately the duty of ( iovernment. to take 
precautions against any danger which may affect the essential adminis- 
tration or safely of the country. Honble Members. I am sure, carefully 
weighed the remarks made in another (-ouncil lately by those responsible for 
the (iovernment of the whole of India; and I am sure lion hie Members felt 
that the Government of India, believing what it tells 11 s it. does believe, only 
did its duty when it carried through a measure which it expects will deal 
efficiently with a real danger. 

I have heard or read the views Hon hie Members of this house have 
publicly expressed, so I know h«»\v strongly you desire to grapple with the 
danger. We know the nature of the measure which the ( Invermnent. of 
India has thought right to pa^s. We know the rules, though some of us 
may not. as yet. have mastered them, under which the Act is to he earned out, 
and we know that it will In* with the Local (iovernment to administer the 
Act. We read what Sir Reginald ( 'rad lock definitely said about Bengal. 
Hon ble Members must recognise that if 1 and my colleagues share in Sir 
Reginald s belief, it will be our duty without loss of time to consider how 
the provisions of this Act are to be enforced in Bengal. Gentlemen, my 
colleagues and I do believe that Sir Reginald (haddock had good grounds for 
what he said. My colleagues and I have t he honour of Bengal at heart, and 

we shall nut shrink from administering tin Act wherever vve think fit and I 

hope, gentlemen, you have enough confidence m us to believe that, in doing ho, 
W6 shall steadily keep the cause of justice before us. # 

Gentlemen, you have, I am glad to say, shown your interest in many 
tilings. No Hon ble Member can, J think, complain that in the Budget dis- 
cussion, he had not. full scope to refer to all he wished to refer to. Two 

points were raised yesterday to which I would like briefly to refer. My 
hon bffc friend, the lion ’hie Bahu Suivndra Nath Banerji, complained of the 
publication of the Report of the Administration Committee. The publication 
of that report was large ly due to myself. So if my hon hie friend wants to 
blame any one lie must blame me. I could easily ha\ •* delayed, I might 
perhaps have forbidden the publication : instead I urged that the report 
^liouid he [siblished. And, gentlemen, I am unrepentant. I knew |ierfcctly 
well that some of my friends in Bengal would have as little pleasure in read- 
ing that report eh some other of my friends have in reading the articles 
which appear from day to day in certain journals in which also reference is 
Occasionally made to controversies which belong to the past I may have 
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nade a mistake, and I shall not complain if any oiif^ tells me that, he thiidfe 
have made a mistake. As a Governor with no previous experience of rn<jaa 
may perhaps make mistakes more easily than any member of my Courtflll 
vould. But I would like to say in rny defence that I have only two years Vrf 
ffice left, little enough time in which to do anything — in any case, too little 
o do more than a very small portion of what 1 should like to do. When 1 
Ldvocated the publishing of that report 1 hoped to save time. 1 wanted to 
at the people concerned know exactly what advice was given to me, so that 
hey might, if they chose, tell me in what way the advice Boomed to them 
vrnng. There are many people in Bengal who have not as many ppportu- 
lities of personally enlightening me as tin* Hon’hlc Member lias, and 1 assitre 
lim that the publication of this report did give to some of these )>coplo the 
:hance, which I am sure lie does not grudge to them, and of which they have 
reely availed themselves, of putting their views dearly before me. 

The other point to which 1 wish to refer is the police — to that also my 
lon’ble friend particularly drew our attention. My colleagues and I are 
-horougly alive to the criticisms to which the Hon ble Member referred. To 
iovernment more than to any one it is of advantage that there should be 
confidence between the police and the public. I know that the present state 
if a Hairs satisfies no one. 1 know that the police themselves’ are not content 
with it. I know that there are Kuropeans, and that there are Indians, who 
dike arc indignant with 'the police on grounds which, il they an 1 true, amply 
warrant indignation. But I know that many men with ampler experience 
than I have, say that tilings are improving. Some of you said so yourselves 
yesterday — I know how easy it is to exaggerate. I know that grave charges 
have been repeated to me which 1 found on investigation were only based on 
rumours and could not be substantiated. I know, too, that then* an* Kuro- 
peans and that there are Indians who by no means think the police perfect, 
but who recognise the bravery and the devotion which lias boon shown by 
individual Indian police officers. I feel proud myself — 1 think no one who 
Mires for Bengal can help being proud — of the way in which some of our 
police officers have knowingly taken their lives in their hands, and have done 
their duty without shrinking from consequence's which they felt were almost 
sertain to be fatal. Those men have given the lie in no uncertain way to the 
iccusation that the Bengali is a (toward. 

For the honour of Bengal it is most desirable that better relations be- 
tween the police and the public should prevail, and that the police* should 
tome to be looked on as a real force on the side of justice. But all I want to 
»ay just now is that I intend, and my colleagues intend, to do our best- to 
jpeod up such improvement as is taking place, and to bring about any 
changes which seem likely to do good. We have already taken one step 
which we believe will help us in dealing rightly with this difficult question, 
md whieh will. 1 hoj>e, when it comes to be known, be looked on as an earnest 
>f our genuine determination to try to iind a right solution. 

• 

% 

Adjournment. . 

Now gentlemen, 1 must ask you to forgive me for having kept you so 
ong, and I declare the Council adjourned sine die." 


* Calcutta. 
r Tie 2&th April, 19 IS. 


A. W. WATSON, 

Secy, to the Government of Bengal 
and Secy, to the Bengal Legislative ^Vouneilt 
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Abstract of the Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled 
under the provisions of the Indian Councils Acts , 1861 % 1892 f and 1909 , 
anrf GWem/neirt /wrfta Act* 1912 . 


The Council met in the Durbar Hall in new Government House at 
Dacca ou Monday, the 26th duly, HU5, at 11 a.m. 

Present : 

His Excellency the Right Hon’ble Thomas 1>avii>, Bakun Carmichael 
of Skirling, (i.c.i.K., k.c.m.u., (governor of the Presidency of Fort 
William in Bengal , presiding. 

The Hon’hle Mr. P. 0. Lyon, c.s.l, Vice-President. 

The Hon’hle Nawab Sykd Shams-dl-Hida. 

The Hon’hle Mu. N. IX Beathon Bell, c.s.l, c.i.e. 

The Hon’hle Col. W. R. Edwards, c.b., c.m.o. 

The Hon’ble Mk. F. d. Monahan. 

The Hon’hlo Mk, d. II. Kkku, c.i.e. 

The Hon’hle Mk. d. Lang. 

'The Hon’hle Mk. J. Donald. 

The Hon’ble Mk. L. Bikley. 

The Hon’ble Mk. F. A. A. Cowley. 

The Hon’hle Mk. C. 1L Bombas. 

The Hon’hle Mil W. W. Hounell. 

The llon’hle l)u. Nilkatan Sirc au. 

The Hon’hle Uai Radha Chaican Pal Bahadur. 

The Hon’hle Mk. E. H. Bray. 

The Hon’hle Mk. A. Birkmyre. 

The Hon’hle Mk. W. T. Grice. 

The Hon’hle Mk. G. A. Baylky. 

The Hon’ble Maclvi Mazhakul Anwar Chaudhuki. 

The Hon’hle Nawab Saiyid Hoksam IIaiher Chaudhuki, Khan 
Bahadur. 

The Hon’blc Maharaja Ranajit Sikba or Nahiiifub. 
yim Hon’ble Babu Scbrkora Nath Banerjl 
Hon’ble Babu Surendka Nath Ray. 

¥he Hon’ble CaffriMi •ri Muhammad Ihmaii. Khan. 

The Hon’ble Babu Ui*p.m>ra Lal RAy. * '* 
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i Questions and Answers. 

LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No. 1. 

OATII OR AFFIRMATION OF ALLEGIANCE. 

Thk Hon’ble Mr. Lang, the Hon’ble Mr. Donald, the Hon’ble Mr. Birley, 
tlie Hon’hle Mr. Cowley, the Hon’ble Mr. Twidell and the Hon’ble 
Mr. Birkmyre made an oath or affirmation of their allegiance to the Crown. 


The PRESIDENT said 
Gentlemen, 

lie fore we begin our business, I should like to say that l am glad to 
preside, and to see so many of you here to-day. You all know the 
different views held about sittings of Council in Dacca, anil you know t he 
conditions which led me to call a meeting here last year, i was very sorry 
when I could not preside over that meeting — owing to those sad and unfore- 
seen ei rcumstances which altered so many of our plans. But I believe tin* 
meeting served a useful purpose. I have, therefore, again summoned you 
to Dacca in the full belief that you will again do good work. 1 thank you, 
both officials and non-officials, for having come in such numbers. 1 know it 
was not convenient to all of you; but you have come of your own free will, 
and because you want to show your friend I i ness to your follow members 
who an* anxious to hold meetings hero from time to time. I am glad of this 
renewed evidence of t lie unity of t he Presidency of Bengal, and 1 feel sure 
you will none of you regret having eome to learn for youiselves a little 

about Dacca and tin* great part it hopes to play in the development of 

Bengal. 

We will proceed now to our business. With regard to questions, i shall, 
in virtue of my power under rule of the Question Rules and in order to 
meet what is I believe t la* convenience of members, ask my hon'ble colleague, 
Mr. Beatson Bell, to make a formal statement after questions arc over about, 
a matter on which several questions have been put. J tell you this now in 

order that any of you may lx* reassured who has doubts as to its being in 

order when he hears a member of Government refer to *a statement*, though 
none of the Council rules provides for tin* making of ‘statements'. 

It may be convenient also for me to tell you now that at the end of 
business to-day 1 may quite possibly adjourn the house not to a particular 
day as is customary, but sine dir. If so. it will only lx* in the hope of 
meeting t he convenience of members. There will be a meeting in Calcutta 
early in September. A day was fixed by me for this — the (>th — in conformity 
with which niv own engagements have* been made. But I learned a day 
or two ago that this dale does not suit all of you. and a suggestion lias been 
made tome to change it. I do noi yet know whether a change is possible 
which would not be e\vn more inconvenient; but 1 shall do niv best, and, 
as soon as lean, will let 1 Ion blc .Members know how it seems to me best 
to decide.' 


LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No. 2. 

STARRED QUESTIONS. 

By the Hon’ble RAI RADIIA CHARAN PAL BAHADUR:— 

# 1. (a) Has the attention of the Government been dravtn to the 

reported cases of outrage upon women in the Jamalpur subdivision of the 
Mymensingh district ? 

t 

(b) Wifi the Government be pleased to state wh&t action tohey have taken 
or are taking to prevent the recurrence of such outrages ? 

' ’? 
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The Hon’ble Mk. KERR replied :— 

u (a) Yes. 

(&) A full and careful inquiry has been held by the District Magistrate. 
Si* cases have been brought to light. Particulars are pi ven in the memo- 
randum which is laid on the table. The local officers are fully alive to the 
necessity of taking prompt and vigorous action lor the Mipprcssion of crime 
of this nature.” 


MEMORANDUM REFERRED TO IN THE ABOVE REPLY. 

“ 1. One Mohim Chandra Uhanda, a resident of village Kursha, lodged a 
complaint before the Subdi visional Officer, dainalpur, on the 22ud April. 1915. 
that his sister and another girl who was living with him ha 1 been abducted 
by some Muhammadans. It was stated that on the 12th April a* burglary 
was committed in the complainant s house and that on the following day the 
two girls Were found to be missing. On the 25i h April two Mu aummadans 
came to the complainant and promised to produce the girls on payment of 
Rh. 25. The complainant agreed and paid l!s. 5 in advance. 'Pin* girls were 
then produced and the complainant paid lis. 10 more, j mmising to pa\ the 
balance later, but as In was going oil* with the two girls, In* was attacked by 
seven or eigli! persons a ml the two girls wore taken asva\ horn him. 

The Subdi visional Officer issued warrants for the arrest of the accused 
and for the production of the girls. Tim warrants could not. however, be 
executed, and proclamation and attachment Were ordered. Every effort of 
the police to produce the girls was unsuccessful. Subsequently on the 
information furnished by the mukhtar of the complainant, mir girl was 
discovered on the 21th May and tin* other on the 1st June. The statements 
of the girts show that on tlm day of occurrence, while watching a lire that had 
broken out in the neighbourhood, they were earned of! by force hv seven or 
euht, Muhammadans, who ravished them at intervals and removed them from 
house to house to prevent their discovery by the police. Otters ol mk<i 
marriage were made to them bv the accused, which they declined. Six of the 
accused named have been arrested, and three absconders have been proclaimed 
and their property attached. Warrants were also issued for tie* arrest of a 
panchayat and another person in whose house the gni> Were a leged to have 
been secreted at different times. 

Two cases ar»* now under trial — one against the six persons arrested out 
of those named! by tin* complainant, and the other against the panchayat and 
the iiiniiT of a house in which the girls are said to ha \ e be* n del aim- 1. 

Then* are a large number of witnesses, but b i> expected that tin* 
proceedings before the Magistrate will be eonehi let before tin* <-n I ol lids 
mont h. 

2. One Bhagan Muchi. a resident of Sherpur, complaim* 1 against two 
other muchis and three Muhammadans, charging them with having nbductrd 
his wife. All the accused with t lm exception of Hachmania Slndkij, who is 
still abscon ling, were arrested and committed to the Sessions lor trial on the 
8th May, 1915. The two Muhammadans accused m firs case were also 
committed to the Sessions ui a separata* case on tiie charge of abducting the 
wile of Hachmania Sheikh, the absconding accused in the first case. In 
both of these ca^es the accused have been acquitted by the Court of 
Sessions. 

3. One Kunja Dassi lodged a complaint in court on tin* 2Jst April, 
1915, to the effect that, oa> the 19th April, while she was sleeping with one 
Jadu Nath Patni whose mistress she is, several Muhammadans broke into 
fhe house* assaulted her and Jadu Nath severely, dragged hdr away, and 
took her to the houses of certain Muhammadans. She managed to escape 
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•orn them and was rescued by the village dafsgtofc? It is recorded, however, 
t the Jamalpur thana that Jadu Nath lodged!* "different complaint there on 
ie 20th April. He stated that Kunja Dassi was seduced by him about 
j rue years ago and that since then she had been living with him as his 
ife. He suspected her of having illicit connection with a neighbour named 
ogesh. On the night of the* 19th April he woke up from his sleep?* and 
mnd i hat she was not in bed with him. Suspecting that she was with J ogesh 
e went to t he latter's house to demand her. A quarrel ensued between 
im and J ogesh in which the latter hit him with a lathi. The villagers 
earing the noise came and separated them. On his way to the thana lie 
card that Kunja Dassi had been traced in village Konabari, which is the 
illage of the Muhammadan accused named by Kunja Dassi. 


Tiie accused were committed to the Sessions and have been convicted 
id sentenced to six years’ rigorous imprisonment each. The Judge and the 
ury were of opinion that the head-constable made a false entry regarding 
ie information lodged at the police-station by Jadu Nath Patni. 


Proceedings against the head-constable have been instituted. 

4. Another case has been instituted by one Muhammadan against 
not her Muhammadan. The allegation in this case is that the wife was 
bducted by her own brothers and other relatives. 

This case has since been settled amicably between the parties, and tin* 
ccused have I men discharged. 

fi. A case was instituted in June by Sukni Peshakar against live 
Iuhammadans charging them with the abduction of her daughter Jnnaki. 
bn* of the accused alleges that the daughter is married to him and that sin* 
ran enticed away from him and induced to adopt 1 he profession of her 
iot her. lie says that In* instituted proceedings under section 498, Criminal 
Procedure Code, and recovered his wife and that Sukni’s case lias been 
rouglit against him and four other men with the object of bringing him to 
erms. Jnnaki herself denies that she was abducted and supports her 
ushnnd’s version of the facts. The cast* is still under inquiry. 

b. The latest case was instituted in June by a Muhammadan against 
hree Hindus complaining that when his wife was staying with his b rot her- 
n-law she was carried off by the three accused and ravished and kept for 
wo days after which she managed to escape. The three accused were 
rrested by the 8th of July and, as the woman has fallen ill. no evidence has 
r et been recorded. This case is distinguished from others by the fact that it 
,lleges the abduction of a Muhammadan woman hy Hindus.’ 


v the Rouble It A I KAPHA CHARAN PAL BAHADUR:— 

*2. Will the Government be pleased to state whether they are con- 
udering the desirability of supplying the members of the Bengal Legislative 
Council with copies of Government Reports and other similar Government 
mblications issued by them from time to time? 


Hie Hou’ble Mr. DONALD replied : — 

“ Besides Acts, Bills and papers relating thereto and Proceedings of 
lie Bengal Legislative Council, copies of the Calcutta Gazette , Bengal Civil 
l^ist anfl Bengal Administration Report are regiilarly supj^ied to all Members, 
iovernment are considering the question of supplying copies of other Govern- 
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dhkAtion* and .1 mwers. 

* 

By the Hoh'ble Rll RA&)% CHARAX PAL BA1IA1H' R 

3. (a) Havi* Hie Government received a communication from the 

Calcutta Improvement Trust regarding tin* laying out of a Park in the Fringe 
Are# (Shambazar) for use as a playground and also as a recreation ground ? 

( b ) If so, will tin* Government be pleased to state what orders have been 
passed on the said communication ? 


The Hon’ble Mu. DONALD replied 

(a) “Government have received a communication from the Calcutta 
Improvement Trust regarding the laying out of a Park in the Fringe Area 
(Shambazar). 

(b) The matter is still under the consideration of Government." 


By the 1 lonble KAI HADHA ( TIAHAN PAL BAHAPCK 

•■I. Will the ( • overnmeiit he pleased tostate whet her t hey are consider- 
ing the <h‘sirabil»ty of transferring the Court for Juvenile Offenders from its 
present site in Lower Circular Load to a position nearer t he cent re of the 
town i 


Tin- Hon'I.lr Mi:. K KR R r.-j.lir.l : — 

“I util thin question was received no suggestion had been made to 

Government that the Court should lx* removed and consequently t lit* question 
has not been considered : and in any ease Go\ernment would not he in a posi- 
tion to consider the removal until near the year Ibl*, when the lease* of tin* 
present building expires.” 


By the Hon’ble KA1 KAPHA C1JAKAX PAL BAHAPCK:— 

*o. (a) Are the Government aware of the inconvenience felt by the 

Honorary Presidency Magistrates of the new Central, Police Court . Calcutta, 
in having to find their way to the Court rooms by tin* same staircase as that 
used by the general public ? 

\b) Is it not the case that formerly in the Lai Bazar Police Court a 
separate private staircase was provided for the Stijwndiary and Honorary 
Presidency Magistrates ? 

(c) Are the Government aware that in tin* New Central Police Court. 
Calcutta, the Honorary Presidency Magistrates Hitting on I in* first floor have 
invariably to elbow their way to the Court room through the crowd ? 

{(/) Is it not a fact that this was brought to the notice of the Chief 
Presidency Magistrate ? 

[e) Are ike Government taking any steps to remove l lie iilconvenience 
complained of ? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. KERR replied : — 

“ Government, are aware that on the opening of the Central Police 
Court, some inconvenience was felt by both Honorary and Stipendiary Magis- 
trates in the matter of access to their Court rooms. The inconvenience nas 
lately been removed partly by structural alterations and partly by a rearrange- 
ment of rooms. The Honorary Magistrates have now been given a room which 
is accessible by the Magistrates’ private entrance.” 


By the Ilou’ble RAI RADIIA CI1ARAX PAL BAHADUR:— 

*6. (a) Will tlit* Government, he pleased to state in full the terms and 

scope of the inquiry entrusted to Mr. Holiday in connection with the Calcutta 
Police ? 

(b) Is any public evidence proposed to be taken in the said inquiry ? 


The Double Mr. KERR replied: — 

u Mr. Gourlay has been deputed to compile a history of the Bengal and 
of the Calcutta Police forces ami their relations to one another. He has also 
l>een asked to examine the recommendations of the Police Commission of 1903 
so far as they affect Bengal and to report how far the recommendations con- 
cerning the 'personnel, training and pay of the Police force have been carried 
out successfully or tried and found by experience to have failed. He will 
also consider the main proposals of Government made since the Commission 
and report the extent to which they have been put in force, found successful 
or unsuccessful, and what remains to be done. Mr. Gourlay will not take 
formal evidence, but has discussed questions connected with his inquiry with 
many persons, both officials and non-officials.” 


By tlm Hon’blo RAI RADIIA CIIARAN PAL BAHADUR:- 

*7. (a) Are the Government, aware that the people of Calcutta fre- 

quently find it difficult to get the local tinnas to record their complaints in 
their diaries or to take up investigations, and that in view of such difficulty 
the people invariably avoid resorting to tin* police and rather put up with 
offences like theft, robbery and depredations o( hud mashes ? 

lb) If so, what action are Governm-uit taking to remedy this grievance? 


Tin* Hon’hle Mr. KERR replied 

“ Government have received no complaints of this nature and only one 
instance has been brought to the notice of the Commissioner of Police within 
the last eighteen months. In that instance, which occurred in April last, the 
Sub-Inspector who refused to record a complaint was degraded to the rank of 
Head Constable. 

Government would welcome the co-operation of the public in bringing to 
the notice of the Commissioner of Police, without delay, any instances of a 
similar nature.” 

By the Hon’ble RAI RADIIA CHARAN PAL BAHADUR:— 

# 8. Will the Government be pleased to state what steps, if any, they 
have taken to improve the position and prospects of subordinate Indian police 
officers in tie* Calcutta Police from the rank of constables upwards? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. KERR replied : — 


“ The following comparat i ve 

st at mneni 

tin* improvements 

effected after 1905 : — 



before \ 

.M t t r.M.v 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Pay of Inspectors 

100—250 

200—300* 

„ Sub-Inspectors 

80—90 

125 — 175* 

,, Head Constables 

** 

14 — 20 

171—25 

„ Constables 

8—10 

10—13 

c I'lun coin 

. «‘\ lllllV (till w ut»o 



In 1914 the pay of all grades of Const a Ides and Head Constables was 
raised by Re. 1. Six new appointments of a rank corresponding to that of 
Deputy Superintendent in the Provincial Police have recently been sanctioned. 
The posts carry a salary of Rs. 400, Rs. 4f>0 and Its. 500 with free quarters and 
a conveyance allowance of Rs. 50 per month.” 


By the Hon’hle MACLV1 M A XU ARC L ANWAR Cll AUDHCRI : — 

*9. (a) Will the (lovennnent be pleased to st ;it » » how many vacancies 

there have been in the clerical establishment (including’ the newly-created 
seed-store clerkships, in the ollice of the Director of Agriculture in Calcutta, 
during the last twelve months, and how many Muhammadans and how many 
Hindus were appointed to fill those vacancies? 

(/>' Was one of those vacancies caused by the transfer of a Muhammadan 
clerk to some mufassal station, and was this vacancy tilled up by a Muham- 
madan or was a Hindu appointed? 

(c) Is it a fact that so long (is the po-u of Librarian in the ollice of the 
department was temporary n was held by a Muhammadan, but. that as soon 
as the post was made permanent it was given to a Hindu ? 

v//) How many vacancies have there been in the posts of clerks during 
the last twelve months in the office of the Deputy Director of Agriculture 
• at Dacca, and how many Muhammadans and how many Hindus were appoint- 
ed to fill th ose vacanch > ? 


The Hon’ble Mi:. RIRLKY replied 

(a) “There have been six vacancies during tin* last 12 months, and 
they have been filled by five Hindus and one Muhammadan. 

(b) One vacancy was caused by the transfer of a Muhammadan and it was 
filled by the appointment of a Hindu. 

(c) The post of Librarian w T as never a temporary jiost. It was tempor- 
arily filled by a Muhammadan, who took leave on account of ill-health. The 
post is now' held by a Hindu who has not been confirmed in the appointment. 

(d) There have been two vacancies in the posts of clerks in the office of the 
•Deputy Director of Agriculture at Dacca during the last 12 iponths : they 
have been filled by Hindus/’ 
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By the Hon ’hie MAULVI MAZHARUL ANWAR CHAUDHURI 


*10. (a) Will the Government he pleased to state whether their attention 

has been drawn to the serious damage to crops and house property in parts of 
the districts of Burdwan and Birhhuin by the annual Hoods caused by the 
river Ajai ? 

( ft ) Is it a fact that tin* intensity of these Hoods has been considerably 
increased since t He construction of the Barharwa-Bandel Railway line? 

(c) Are the Government contemplating any measures with a view to 
prevent or mitigate the ravages of these annual Hoods ? 


The 1 1 on’ bio Mk. COWLEY replied 

(a) “ The damage done by annual floods in the Ajai river has been 
under the consideration of Government from as far back as 1836. 

(ft) We have nothing to show that the intensity of the floods in the Ajai 
river has been increased by the construction of the Barharwa-Bandel Railway 
line. On the contrary, gauge-readings at Satkahonia show that the highest 
recorded flood in the Ajai river occurred on the 15th July, 1 *99. It may be 
noted that the East Indian Railway line have added no less than 684 run- 
ning feet of waterway under the railway embankment, between the Ajai and 
the Kandoor rivers to the north, subsequent to the construction of the 
Barharwa-Bandel line. 

(c) The information before Government is to the effect that any attempt 
to embank the Ajai ri\er with a view to protect the adjoining country from 
submersion would be a mistake and would considerably obstruct the natural 
drainage of the country. This question was fully discussed in 1*60 and 
orders were then issued for the entire abandonment of the Ajai embank- 
ments with the exception of the 4 1) Schedule embankments 27, 28, 20 and 
30.” 


By the Ilon ble MAULVI M AZHARCL ANWAR CHAUDHCRI 

*11. (a) Will t he Government be pleased to state how many Income-tax 

Assessors then' are in Calcutta, and how many of them are Hindus and how 
many of them are Muhammadans? 

(ft) When filling the post of an Income-tax Assessor in Calcutta, which 
fell vacant in 1013, were then* not qualified Muhammadan candidates from 
whom selection could have been made ? 

(c) Did this post fall vacant again in the beginning of 1015 ? 

(rf) If so, was the vacancy advertised ? 

(e) Has the vacancy been filled up by a Hindu or by a Muhammadan ? 


The Hon ble Mr. DONALD replied 

“ («) There are nine Income-tax Assessors in Calcutta, of whom 
five are Hindus, three Anglo-Indians and one Muhammadan. 

(ft) When the post of an Income-tax Assessor fell vacant in 1913, there 
were two Muhammadan candidates. One of them was not qualified. The 
application from the other candidate was considered in filling the vacancy. 
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( c )i (d) and (e) A vacancy occurred in February, 19] 5. This vacancy 
was not advertised. It was filled by the promotion of a Hindu gentleman 
from among the District Assessors. 


It may be mentioned for the information of the Hon hie MemUo that 
-vacancies in the Calcutta Assessorships are not advertised The usual method 
of appointment is bv promotion from among the District Assessors. The 
interests ol all communities are considered in making appointments. Out of 
21,094 assessees paying a total tax of over Rs. 4:1.00.000 less than 1,000 are 
Muhammadan assessees, and they contribute only Hi per cent of the total tax 
paid.” 


By the Hon hle NAWAB SAIYID HOSSAM HAIDKlt ( ' H A l M > i 1 1 • K I 
KHAN BAHADUR:— 

# 12. in) Has the attention of the (Government been drawn to the recent 
breaches made by Hoods in several places in the banks nf the river (iumti, 
whereby considerable damage has been eaust*d in the neighbourhood of the 
town of Comilla ? 

(/>) Is it not a laet that, before the adjustment of the two provinces, tin 
attention of the late Hasten) Bengal and Assam (Government was drawn, m 
its Legislative ( ouilCih to the likelihood oj these floods occurring? 

(r) M ill the Government he pleased to state tin* reason lor the apparent 
delay in coming to a decision in regard to the (iumti Embankment question 
.and, m any case, state what measures they have taken or are taking to 
prevent the recurrence of the floods? 


The Hon hle Mu. COWLEY icpln-d 

(</ ) “ Yes. 

(b) Yes. 

(/*) The question ret erred to in (h) was asked by tin* Honhle Member 
m the Council meeting held on the iMh March, 1912. lie was then mfonned 
that during life past 40 years several inquiries had been held under the orders 
of (Government with regard to the (iumti embankment and that the question 
of permanently controlling the floods by regulating and diverting them down 
streams on either bank, before the* river leaves the hills, was then under 
investigation by the Tippera Iiaj The invest igat ion made in 1912 iindm* 
the Tippera Raj vielded no result, consequently an Assistant Engineer of 
the Public Works Department was deputed in the cold weather of 1912 Id to 
investigate this question in more detail. The report was received bv this 
(Government in April 191d and was not considered conclusive It was subse- 
quently decided by the Chief Engineer, Lieutenant Colonel dolv do Lot hi mere, 
that it was desirable to ascertain if it was possible to control the Hoods of the 
(Gumti river by the construction of storage reservoirs in tic* hilN from which 
it takes its rise, and it was the intention of this (Government to depute an 
Assistant Engineer to make inquiries into this subject in ihe cold weather 
of 1914 la Unfortunately, it has not yet f>een possible to depute an officer 
to this special duty, blit in May 191. > the Hon ble Member in charge inspected 
the embankments along with the Chief Engineer, the Superintending 
Engineer and the Manager of the Tippera Ra j. The embankments are the 
property of the Tippera Raj and the repairs are carried out bv the Raj under 
<ui agreement between the Raja of Hill Tippera and the (Government of 
Bengal. At the time of this inspection the embankments appeared generally 
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to be in a fair state of preservation, and the Chief Engineer gave such instruc 
tions as appeared to he necessary. Within about a month, however, ai 
unusually early and unusually severe flood occurred, and in spite of th< 
strenuous efforts of the local officers the breaches in question took place 
At the time ol the recent visit of the Hon’ble Member in charge most of tin 
breaches with one important exception had been repaired ; it has since beer 
reported that all breaches have been completely repaired with the result t hat 
the state ol tint surrounding country is now normal. It should be 
explained that the breaches took place on the right hank, not on the left hank, 
The town of Uomilla was therefore unaffected, the area damaged being tli* 
fields of the tenants ol the Raj. The following figures, supplied by the 
Manager ol the Raj estate, show the expenditure incurred by tin* Raja within 
recent years upon the repairs of the embankments : — 


Yrar 

1910- 11 

1911- 12 

1912- 10 

1910-14 
HU 4-15 


IU 

10 . 25:1 

15,424 

19,575 

15,900 

12,098 


This answer deals only with the portion of the embankments which lies 
in the Raj estate and not with the portion, some miles lower down, which lies 
in I he fianga Mandal estate ” 


My the Hon’ble NA WAR KAIYID IlOSSAM HAIDER CHAUDHURI, 
KHAN BAHADUR:— 

*E‘h {a) Are the (Government aware of the present distress under which 
the people of the district of Tippera are suffering owing to the floods caused 
by the overflowing of the (Gumti river ? 

(I> ) Will the ( Government be pleased to state whether they art* consider- 
ing the advisability of prohibiting all private exports of food-gram from the 
district of Tippera. unt il t be people of that district recover from the present 
crisis and the prices of food -grain again become normal ? 


The Hon’ble Mu. RIRLEY replied : — 

“ (<n (Government are aware of the existence of distress m Tippera 
district. A general statement on the subject will he made by the Double 
Mr. Beatson Bell. 

[It) To prohibit the export of foul-grain from Tippera district would be 
contrary to the policy pf the ( Government of India, and the proposal cannot be 
entertained. Moreover Burma rice is plentiful at moderate price and aus is 
now coming into the market.’' 

By the Hon’ble NAWAB SAIYID HOSSAM HAIDER CHAUDHURI, 
KHAN BAHADUR 

* 14. (pi) Are the Government aware of the fact that cholera and small- 
pox broke out lately in a virulent form in and about the town of Comilla ? 

(6) What was the cause of these epidemics ? 

\c) Will the Govennntmt he phrased to state what steps (if any) they are 
taking to check the periodical return of these epidemics ? 

(</) Are the Government considering the desirability of introducing tfye 
u Drainage Scheme ” in the Uomilla Municipality ? * 
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The Hon’ble Mr. DONALD replied : — 

(a) 1 here have boon limitod outbreaks both of small-pox ami cholera iu 
and arouud Comilla this year. Reports have boon roooived of the following 
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(6) Cholera is endemic in Eastern Bengal. Cholera outbreaks in the 
town of Comilla will not hr checked until a proper water-supply is introduced. 

Small-pox was imported from Calcutta. 

(r) The Tippera District Hoard entertains four Medical Officers for the 
purpose of checking outbreaks of cholera. T1 e Municipal Commissioners of 
Comilla are considering a water-supply project. 

Fourteen vaccinators were appointed hy the Municipality after the out- 
break of small-pox, with the* result that the epidemic was speedily reduced. 

{(/ ) The Municipal Commissioners are considering tin* desirability of 
introducing a drainage scheme in the Comilla Municipality. The scheme 
has not yet hr*n submitted to ( iovermnent 

By the Double NAWAH SA I VI D IIOSSAM HAIDKK CHAUDHUHI, 
KHAN BAHADUR 

* 15. (a; Are the Government aware that some of tin* technical schools 

in the Presidency an* being closed down for lack of students? 

{fa) If .so, an the ( iovermnent considering the ad visahility of attracting 
hoys by some method to join these institutions in larger numbers ? 

The Hon’ble Mi;. DONALD replied 

[tt ) “ ( lovernnient are aware that there has been a decrease in the 
number of applicants for admission to the stih-o\erseer classes attached to 
various tec hnical schools. Tin* sub-ov erseer classes attached to the Barisal and 
Rangpur Schools have been closed and the Midnapur Technical School has )»een 
abolished. 

(b) The sub-overseer classes are only concerned with the training of an 
inferior grade of Civil Engineers, and from recent investigations it appears 
that then* is even now an overproduction of Civil Engineers generally and of 
this grade of Civil Engineers in particular. The problem is to devise a system 
of technical and industrial schools which will help the. industrial development 
of the Presidency, and this is impossible unless each school is in vital touch 
with existing loeal industries. The problem is engaging the attention of 
Government.*’ 

By the Ilonbh’ Di;. NILIiAlAN SAUK AH : — 

*Ui. [a, Will the Government be pleased to lay on tie* table a state- 
ment on tie* following matters, namely : — 

(7; the t'i'o*onf extent and intensity of distress that prevails ill the 
districts of Noakhali and Tipjwra ; 
the places in those districts particularly affected and the number 
of persons in need of. and those actually obtaining, relief; 

[iii the prohjM‘cts of the (tus and jut** crops in Noakhali and Tippcra 
, and in other districts of Eastern lien gal ; # 

(jv)> theYxtent of injury done to crops and d welling-houscs by floods ? 
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( b ) Is it a fact that besides the agricultural and labouring population tl 
me in hers of the poor bh'adralog class in those districts are also gre 
sufferers? 

f'c) ‘What steps have been taken by Government to reach this class 
'pefsons? 

(r/j Ih it a fact that deaths lroiu starvation have taken place in ti 
district of Tippera? 

(e) Is it a fact that a large number of people are without any employinei 
in the affected areas? 

(/) Will the Government be pleased *0 «tato measures they ai 

taking in this connection ? 

( g) Is it a fact that the price of rice is on the increase in Eastern llcnga 
particularly in the districts of Noakhali and I ippera ? 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking any speeu 
measures to increase the supply of rice? 


The llon’ble Mu. J»I IILKY replied 

“The answers to the several qur-tions are contained in the genera 
statement on the situation in Noakhali and Tippera districts which will b 
made by the Ilon’ble Mr. Bcatsori 1 *< Tl . 

By the lloii’ble 1 > A BU SITIENM5A NATH PANE1MI 

*17. \a) Has the attention of <lo\ eminent been drawn to the recen 

house-searches by the Police at Scran i] >u r ? 

[b) ]s it the case that ihe houses of several members of t lie ( That ra 
Sorampur IVIenee Party were searched by the Police ? 

(r) Is it the case that n<> incriminating articles wore found in any ‘*1 tli 
searches and that the information ti) on which the searches weio made wa 
false ? 

(d) Is it the ease t hat the Stibdi visional Officer of Serampur congratu 
lated the Defence Parly on their )»u bli<- spirit in Ik lping t o protect ]»er»j>l< 
against wrong-doers ? 

(e) Is it true that since the hou-e--earehes the Defence Party liav* 
stopped t heir work ? 

(/’) Will the Government Im* cleaned to -tale w hat acnon Hi an\ Geo 
are taking in t lie mat tan* ? 


The lloibble Mk. K K If 1\ rt plied 

“ [ (( ) and \b). The answer i- Mi the affirmative. 

i ( .) |t is the ease that no incriminating articles were found in any of tin 
houses searched. Oovernment are unable to -ay whether t he iniormat ioi; 
upon which the searches were made was true or laKe. 

{tl) The Subdivisional Officer expressed his appreciation of the public 
spirit of the members ol the Defence Party. 

f Phe answer is in the atfirmame. 

( f ; A lull inquiry has been made into the facts of the ease. It has brer 
ascertained that there was nothing illegal m t lie procedure adopted by tin 
Police, but Government are of opinion that the action taken was precipitate 
and that further inqtrries -hotild have been made before the warrant* were 
applied for 4i ml issued, llns view has been (sanimunieateijj^ "Co t h0 officeis 
concerned. M 
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By the Hon’ble BABU 8 U KENDRA NATH BAXEK.il 

(a) Has the attention of the Government been drawn to ft case in otig of D 
which an Honorary Magistrate, I>r. Chandi Charan Ghosal. and two otJiors Chiwjjf Chari 
were convicted by the Subdivisional Magistrate of Serainpur* the former 
under section 114 of the Indian Penal Code, rend with sections 22 5 and 
of the said Code, and the latter under the said sections '2 '2b and Hf>.S ? 


(6) Is it not t he east* that the Sessions Judge ol Ilooghly in quashing t lie 
convictions and setting aside the sentences passed a censure on the Konnagar 
Police and especially on the head-const able who lodged the first information ? 

(c) Will tin* Government be pleased to state what action they have taken 
or are taking in connection with the % conduct of the head-constable referred 
to in the judgment of the Sessions Judge ? 


The Hotfble Mu. KKKK replied : — 

[a) “ Yes. 

(b) Yes; the Judge wrote ; * 1 w ould go further ami say that the circum- 
stances under which l)r. (ihosal was prosecuted retied discredit upon the 
Konnagar Police and particularly upon the head constable who lodged the 
first information making allegations now found to be false.' 

(r) An inquiry has been held into the ease by the Commissioner ami the 
Inspector-General of Police. It appears that the mam facts of the ease are 
as follows * — 

On the 22nd February constable Chakori Singh arrested an orange seller 
in the Konnagar bazaar for obstructing the traffic. Some opposition was 
raised both by the orange seller and by the people in the bazaar. At this stage. 

Dr. Chandi Charan (ihosal drove up, and after an inquiry into the cause of 
t he disturba nee, told t he people to take both the constable and the orange seller 
to the Subdivisional Magistrate It is admitted that the constable was then 
assaulted by the crowd. Tin* orange seller was convicted on the same dav on 
Ins own admission under section J4 (;) of Act V of 1*0! In the meantime 
one of the residents of Konnagar went to the town outpost and informed the 
head-constable on duty that the police had lieen assaulted in the bazaar. The 
head constable recorded the statement as a first information and forwarded 
it to the thana police. The head-constable is not an imestigat ing officer and 
took no further part in the case. He was not therefore responsible for insti- 
tuting tin 1 prosecution against Dr Chandi Charan Ghosal, and the remarks in 
the judgment of Jhe Sessions .Judge on this point seem to have been made under 
some misapprehension. Proceedings against Dr. Chandi Charan Ghosal 
were instituted under the orders of the Assistant Superintendent of Police, 

JSerampur, under whose supervision the investigation was conducted. In 
deciding to send up the ease for trial, the Assistant Superintendent appears 
to have been influenced by the fact that the constable was undoubtedly 
assaulted by the crow d and that the orange seller w ho was arrested for nbstruct- 
. ing the traffic had been found guiltv and fined. After a careful perusal of 
the records of the case, Government are not prepared to hold that the Assistant 
Superintendent was w rong in letting the east* go before a Magistrate for trial, 
and they do not propose to take any further action in the matter. " 

By the Hon’ble HABIT SCKKNDKA NATII HAN KIM I ; — 

% 

# I9. [a) Will the Government h»* pleased to stale whether it is a fact Alle^4 afllcli 

that in tin* recent Municipal elections at Harisal the Magistrate interfere] icli^ 

with a view to influence the decision against Halm Kailas Ghamlra »Sen ? «fect!oi>« B atSmI 

(■ b ) Is it not the case that the policy of Government is that there should 
I>e no' official interference with popular elections, municipal or otherwise ? 

i lkt h 

• (c) mil the Government JUi pleased to state what action (if an*) -they are 

-akin# in tbtfioatW ? 
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Xfre Hon’ble Mk. KERR replied 

* 41 (a) Mr. Strong, Magistrate of Bakarganj, wrote a private letter to the 
Manager of the Bauphal estate, expressing his opinion on the merits of Babu 
Kailash Chandra Sen as a Municipal Commissioner and suggesting that some 
other candidate should be put forward in his place. 

(b) It is the policy of Government that there should be no official 
interference with popular elections.' municipal or otherwise, though no orders 
upon the subject have been issued at any time. 

( c ) Government have recently issued a circular inviting the attention of 
Government officers, Executive and Judicial, to the fact that the policy of 
Government is as has been stated in the reply to the second part of the 
Hon’ble Member’s questions, and in these circumstances they do not propose 
to take any further action in this matter.” 

By the Hon’ble BABE SURENDRA NATH BANEIUI 

*20. (a) Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a state- 

ment as to the situation in the famine-stricken tracts in Eastern Bengal ? 

(b) In view of the statement made by the Hon’ble Mr. Beatson Bell that 
the Bengal Government, has only Rs. 10.000 in hand for loans, are they con- 
sidering the desirability of moving the Government, of India for a further 
grant for the relief of famine m Eastern Bengal ? 

The Hon’ble Mu. BIRLEV replied — 

u The Hon’ble Member is referred to the statement which will be male 
by the Hon’ble Mr. Beatson Bell. ’ 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS. 

By the Hon’ble NAWAB BAH AIM’ K OF M U Its II 1 1> A BA 1) 

I. (a) Is it a fact that tin- city of Murshidabad is rapidly declining m 
population ami also in importance as an industrial centre ? 

(b) If so, to what are these causes due ? 

(c) If the answer to clause in) he in tin* affirmative, will the Government 
be pleased to state what action i x i I any) they are taking to save the city iroin 
further decay and impoverishment ? 

The following reply by tin* Hon hie Mu. DONALD \va> laid on the table : — 

(a) “The answer is in lie* affirmative. 

(b) The decline in the population of Murshidabad is due probably to the 
decline in its importance as an industrial centre, w hich began since the removal 
of the seat of Government to Calcutta. The diversion of the traffic from the 
Bhagirathi river to the Railway a;id the decay of the silk industry are under- 
stood to he the principal causes of the diminution of the importance of the 
place. 

(r) No practicable proposal has been submitted by the Municipality or 
any other responsible authority for the improvement of public health in 
Murshidabad. If any such proposals are made they will receive the careful 
consideration of Government.” 

By the Hon’ble NAWAB BAHADUR OF MURSHIDABAD 

II. (a) Has the attention of the Government been drawn to the unexpend- 
ed balance, or surplus, of the funds provided for the management of the 
Nawab Bahadur’s Institution at Murshidabad? 

(b) JR so, have Government considered the desirability of utilising thifc 
sum for the extension of class-rooms in the said institution*? 1 
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The following reply by the Hon'ble Mk. DON^lLD was laid orf ihp taMp^- ' 


“ (a) & (h) So far an Government are aware there has been no 
unexpended balance, or surplus, of the funds provided for the management 
of the Nawab Bahadur s Institution at Murshidabad. The expenditure 
over 28 years has exceeded the provision which Government undertook to 

make/' 


By the Hon’ble BABC SITItKXDKA NATH BAXKKJI 

III. (a) Is it tin* case that all suits of a Small Cause ('ourt, nature above Tr#n«fer of 

the value of Rs. 1(H) and up to the value of Ks. 500, which used to be tried 

as money suits by the Munsifs at Sealdah. have been ordered to be instituted of moi 

at Alipore to be tried bv a' Sub-Judge under the Small Cause ('ourt Miiu from Neili 

procedure ? * to Alipon*. 

(£ N Are the Government aware that this order of transfer has caused 
hardship to the litigant puhbr and has also deprived I hem of the right, of 
appeal ? 

(c) Will the Government, be pleased to state whether there has been a 
falling-off in the number of such suits after the order <>f transfer as compared 
with the statistics of previous years ? 

(d) Are the Government considering tin* desirability of ordering such 
suits to be instituted before the Subordinate Judge of Sealdah instead of at 
Alipore ? 


The following reply by the Honble Mi:. KKKK was laid on the table : — 

(a) “Tin* change in jurisdiction was effected by Notification 
No. 1724 J., dated the 17th April, 1914, which was issued at the instance of 
the Honble Judges of the High Court. The change affected only that portion 
of the Sealdah Munsifi, winch lies outside the jurisdiction of the Small Cause 
('ourt at Sealdah. 

(b) The Governor General in ( 'ouncil agrees with the Hon ble Judges that* 
the gain to the public by speedier disposal of eases and reduction of appeals 
will more than counterbalance any disadvantage arising from the change. 

(c) The answer is in the affirmative. 

(d) There is no ('ourt of a Subordinate Judge proper at Sealdah. It is 
presumed that the Hon ble Member refers to the Court of tin* Small ('ause 
Court Judge whose jurisdiction is, as already pointed out, entirely separate 
from that in which the cases referred to fall. Inquiries which have Ikkui made 
show that the amount of work already performed by the Small Cause ('ourt 
at Sealdah renders it impracticable to extend its jurisdiction as suggested. 

As the High Court do not favour a change in the existing arrangements. 
Government are not disposed to move in the matter/’ • 


By the HoiTble BABC SUKKNDRA NATH BAXKIMF 

IV. (a) Will the Government he pleased to lay on the table a statement Kuamrionol 
, • emotive nyftftu 

showing tt jj municiptliti 

(/) the municipalities in Bengal in which tin* elective system is in 
force, and 

(ii) the municipalities the members of which arc wholly nominated by 
the Government ? 


( b ) With reference to the recent Resolution of the Government of India on 
Local Self-Government, will the Government be pleased to state whether 
|bey are considering the desirability of extending the electivp system to 
municipalities svhich do not now possess it. and if so, will they be pleased to 
mention the names of such municipalities ? 
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Th«&l|owfn###ply by the I$Ade Me. DOKALD was laid on the table 

m IV .A *? laW f he ta$k It will appear that out. of 

111 Municipalities in Bengal there are only 15, the members of which are 
wholly nominated by Government. 

(5) The recommendations of the Royal Commission upon Decentralization 
regarding the extension of the elective principle have always been kept in 
view The elective system will lx- extended to those Municipalities which do 
not at present enjoy the pnvi lege as soon as this can l>e done without detriment 
to public interest. The matter is occupying the attention of Government.'’ 


I. 

Statement referred to the answer hi, the Hnn'ble Mr. Donald to question 
Xn. IV ( unstarred, ns/red bi, the Hon'ble Baba S. X. Banerji at the 
Council meet in,, of the 2611, Jut,,. 1615. showing the Municipalities in 
Henna! tn which the electin' system is in force. 


Naim* of DiHtrin 

Hckdwan Division. 


Namo of Mim lcijwin v 


Hurd wan 


Hi rblium 
Hank uni 


Midnapore 


Monthly 


Howrah 


f Hurdw an. 
| Kalna. 

{ Katwa. 

| Dainhal. 

{ Kan i gun j. 
Suri. 


( Bank ura. 

- Vislinupur. 
1 Sonaiiiuklii. 


r 

i 

•••-I 

i 

1 

...I 


M id n a pore, 
dam 1 uk. 

(iliatal. 

Chand ra kona. 
Ham jiha npu r. 

K liirpai. 

K liarar. 

lloogh !v-Chimsu 
Sc ram port*. 

I Itarpam. 

Baidvabati. 

Bliadrcswar. 

Kotrung. 

Bansboria. 

Arambagh. 

Howrah. 

Bally. 


ra. 


~ 4 -Parganas 


Pkesidkncy Division. 

f Cossipore-Chitpur. 

1 Mauiktala. 
Baranagar. 
Kamariiati. 

South Suburban. 
Tolly gan j. 
i Ha j par. 

” | Baruipur. 

Jainagar. 

South Dum-Dum. 
North Dum-Dum. 
South Barrack pore. 
Paniliati. • 
North Rarni^lrnnitt 
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Ifame of District. 


.-A 


24-Parganas 


Nadia 


Mimkidabad 


Jessore 


Khulna 


Nam* of 

Presi denc B jiyisrox — c ^ 4 *** 

Bant sat. 

Naihuti. 

Halisaimr. 
Gobardanga. * 
Basirhat. 

Baduria. 
k Taki. 

f Krislumgar. 

Sant i pur. 
lumaghat. 

Nadia. 

Kuslitia. 

K u markhali. 
Mchorpur. 

Hi rnagar. 
k Chakdah. 

B<*i hamporc. 
Murshidabad. 

A /imgan j. 

Jangi pur. 

Kand i . 

mil pur. 
ipur. 

{ K hulua. 

* Satkhira. 

( Dcbhatta. 


V. 

( Jcssoiv. 
... ^ Kotchau 
( Maheshl 


Dacca 


Mymensingh 


Farid pur 
Bakarganj 

Chittagong 

Tippeni 

Noakhali 

Rajshahi 

Di najpur 

Jalpaiguri 

Rangpur 

Bogra 

Pabna 

Malda 

t 

Darjeeling 


Dacca Division. 



< 


Dacca. 

Naravanganj. 
Mymcn.si ngh. 
M uktagacha. 
Jamal pur. 
Shcrpur. 
Kishorganj. 
Buz it pur 
Tangail. 


( Fa rid pur. 

] Madaripur. 


... Barisal. 


Ciiittagono Division. 

••• Chittagong. 

( Conn J la. 

... -! Brahmarjbaria. 

( Chandpur. 

... Noakhali. 

Rajshaiii Division. 

f Uainpur-Boalia. 
I Nator. 

Di najpur. 

... Jalpaignri. 
Kangpiir. 

/ Bogra. 

I Shorpur. 

f Pabna. 

I Sorajganj. 

/ Kugiish Baiair. 
— I Old Malda. 

... Knrseobg. 



414 


[26th*Joi 


Reorganisation of 
the Exoiito Depart' 
meat. 


4 


Question* and Answers. 

: «• 

Statement showing the Municipalities , the members of which are whol 
nominated by the Government . 


Name of DiHtrict. 

Bukdwan Division. 


Name of Municipality. 


Burdwan 


Asa n sol. 


Presidency Division. 


24-Pa rganas 

Murshiduluid 

Mymensingh 

Bukarganj 

Chittagong 

Maida 

Darjeeling 


f Garden Reach, 
j Titagar. 

...<[ Garulia. 

I B hat para. 

[ Budge-Budge. 

... Dhulian. 

Dacca Division. 

... Netrakona. 

( NaJchiti. 
Jhalakati. 
Pirojpur. 
Patuakliaii. 

Chittagong Division. 

... Cox's Bazar. 
Rajsiiaui Division. 


Nawabganj. 

Darjeeling. 


By the H( 


BAKU 8URENDRA NATH BANERJI 


V. W i 1 1 tin* Government bo ploased to state the details of the roorganiz 
tion of the Excise Department and the methods of recruitment for the variot 
offices ? 


The following answer by the Hon’ble Mr. DONALD was laid on the table 
“The main features of the Reorganization Scheme are — 

( 1 ) The formation of a close Excise and Salt service for the Presidenc; 

and the dissociation, as far as possible, from excise work < 
officers entrusted with revenue and judicial functions. 

( 2 ) The creation of two appointments of Deputy Commissioner, c 

Rs. 850 — 50 — 1,000 per mensem, to replace the existing Inspect* 
of Excise and the Assistant Commissioner of Salt in charge ( 
the districts of the 24-Parganas and Khulna. The duties ( 
these officers will consist mainly in inspection and advisory worl 
the supervision of the preventive staff and the co-ordination c 
the preventive operations. 

(3) The creation of a staff of 26 Excise Superintendents, on pay rangin 

from Rs. 250 to Rs. 700 per mensem, with an additional probi 
* tionary Superintendent on Rs. 150 per mensem. The scHfem 
provide* for the appointment in each district of a special Excia 
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officer who will hold entire charge of district Excise administra- 
tion in subordination to the Collector, with regard to whom he 
will occupy a position similar to that of the Superintendent of 
Police in police matters. Superintendents will l>e appointed to 
all districts, except Howrah, Bogra and Noakhali, in which it is 
proposed for the present to put an Inspector in charge. The 
Chief Preventive Officer in Calcutta and the Personal Assistant 
to the Commissioner of Excise, hitherto recruited from other 
services, are included in the number of Superintendents. 

(4) The improvement of the pay and grading and the strengthening of 

the numbers of existing distillery, warehouse and preventive 
staff, so as to ensure greater efficiency in preventive work and in 
supervision over distilleries and warehouses. Fifty-five Inspec- 
tors will be appointed on pay ranging from Rs. 100 to Rs. 250 to 
replace the old Deputy Inspector class. The number of Sub- 
Inspectors has been raised from 109 to 237 and their pay from 
Rs. 30 rising to Rs. HO, to Rs. 50 rising to Rs. 100. 

(5) A similar revision of the staff of petty officers, peons and clerks and 

the amalgamation of the district clerical Excise establishments 
with the Collectors’ establishments. 

Superintendents, Inspectors and Sub- Inspectors of Excise and Salt will 
be recruited in accordance with the rules made on the subject and published 
under the Financial Department Notification No. 501 S.R., dated the 15th 
March, 1915, on pages 447 — 450 of Part I of the Calcutta Gazette of the 17th 
idem. The appointments of Deputy Commissioner will be prize appoint- 
ments, to be filled up by selection from Superintendents.” 

By the Hon’ble BABfJ SUREN DBA NATH BA NEB. M 

VI. (a) Will the Government be pleased to make a statement with 
regard to the prevalence of distress in the districts of Noakhali and Tippora, 
and the measures which the Government have adopted, or are adopting, in 
this connection ? 

b) Has any other district been similarly affected ? 

(c) Is it a fact that Hoods have caused serious damage to the standing 
crops of rice and jute in Eastern Bengal ? 

(f/) Will the Government be pleased to state the extent of the damage so 
caused ? 


The following answer by the Hon’ble Mu. BIKLEY was laid on the 
table : — 

“ The information asked for regarding the prevalence of distress and 
damage to crops by flood in Eastern Bengal is contained in the statement 
W'hich will be made by the Hon’ble Mr. Beat son Bell.” 


By the Hon’ble BABU 8URKNPRA NATH BANKR.JJ 
VI A. Will the Government be pleased to stat< — 

(i) the number of Bengalis interned sine*? the beginning of the war, 
(«) their names and position in life, 

(lit) the places where they are interned, and 

(tv) wdiether Government arc considering the desirability of paying the 
cost of their maintenance during the period of internment and 
such charges as may he incurred for conveying them to the 
places where they are to be interned ? fc 


All^gwJ prt 
Innoo of distresi 
district* 
Noakhali i 
Tippora. 


Internment 

Bengali*. 
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The following answer by the Hon’ble Mr. KERR was laid on the table: — 

“ It is understood that the Hon’ble Member refers to the orders which 
have been issued under rub 1 3 of the Defence of . India Rules, 1915, 
restraining the movements of certain persons. Such orders have been served 
on fourteen persons, of whom twelve are now residing at the places assigned 
in the orders. The order against one person has been held in abeyance 
pending inquiries which are being made regarding his state of health, while 
one person has been removed to jail by order of the High Court since the 
order was served on him. Government do not consider it consistent 
with public interests to publish in the proceedings of this Council the names 
and position in life of the persons on whom orders have been served or to 
give public information as to the places where they have been ordered to 
reside, but Government will have no objection to my giving the Hon’ble 
Member or any other Ilon’ble Member confidential information on these 
points. Nine persons have been given an allowance of Rs. 30 a month each, 
one person has been given an allowance of Rs. 22 a month, and another 
an allowance of Rs. 20. An allowance of Rs. 30 a month was sanctioned for 
the man who has since been removed to jail. No allowance is being paid to 
the person in respect of whom the order has been held in abeyance, while 
. one* of the men in respect of whom the order has been passed and is in force 
has been allowed to continue to work at his trade and is given no allowance. 
The travelling expenses of eight persons to tin* places at which they were 
ordered to reside were* paid by Government, and the person in whose case 
the order was held in abeyance was given Rs. 20 to cover the cost of his 
return journey from Chittagong to Calcutta. Two persons are residing at the 
places at which the order was served on them. House accommo lat ion is 
provided by the Government in all cases except where tin* persons are 
allowed to live in their own houses or in those of their relatives.” 

By the Hon’ble MAHARAJA RAN A JIT SINHA OF NASHIPUR 

lodging of the VII. With reference to the reply given by tin* Hon’ble Mr. Cowley to 
ar Bhugirathi. my question at the Council meeting of the 6th April. 1915, with regard to the 
dredging of the river Bhagirathi. will the Government be pleased to state 
whether they have received the report from Major Hirst and, if so. what 
orders have been passed thereon ? 

The following answer by tic* Hon’ hie. Mr. COWLEY was laid on the table : — 

“Owing to Major Hirsts indisposition the report which was 
expected at the end of May has not yet been received in complete form, but he 
reports that it will be submitted shortly. Government will then appoint a 
small Committee to consider Major Hirst’s report and to recommend what 
action should be taken. " 

By the Hon’ble MAHARAJA RASA.) IT SINIIA OF NASHIPUR:— 

# 

Porting of » VIII. With reference to tin* reply given by the Hon’ble Mr. Gumming 
j^Jadge at t0 mv question at tile Council mooting of the 2nd duly. 1914, with regard 
to the posting of a Sub-dudge at Malda. will the Government be pleased to 
state whether a final decision has been arrived at in the matter? 

Tlie following answer by the Hon’lde Mk. KERR was laid on the table : — 

‘‘ The matter has been further considered by Government in 
consultation with the High Court, who recently advised that the statistics of 
judicial work in the Rajshahi-Malda district did not justify any permanent 
addition to the staff employed in that district. The High Court recognised, 
however, that there were strong administrative grounds for meeting the wishes 
of the inhabitants of Malda, and suggested that a Subordinate Judge might be 
posted to tyalda temporarily as an experiment, if an officer could be provided 
without prejudice to the requirements in the matter of additional Subordinate 
Judges elsewhere. Odtipg to lack of funds and the more urgent requirements 
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of other districts, it will not be possible to give effect to the High Court’s 
suggestion this year, but the matter will be further considered when staff 
anjronds become available. ” 

By the Hon’ble MAULVI A. K. FAZL-UL-HAQ 


IX. (a) Is it a fact that there is no provision for hostel accommnda- Ho*tAt ««oo 
tion for Muhammadan M.A. and M.Sc. students in Calcutta ? modation i 

Muiuuumadio M 

(6) If so, wijl the Government be* pleased to state how the Muhammadan M.Sc. • 

M.A. and MJSc. students have hitherto been accommodated ? m Calcutta 


The following answer by the Hon’ble Mk. DONALD was laid on the 
table : — 


(a) M.A. and M.Sc. students in Calcutta are either in the Fniversity 
classes or students of the Presidency or Scottish Churches College. There 
is not at present any provision for accommodating Indian M.A. and M.Sc. 
students in Government Hostels, but it is understood that the Scottish 
Churches College dot's not exclude such students from its hostels. 


(/>) Muhammadan M.A. and M.Sc. students make t heir own arrange- 
ments for accommodation. They are occasionally admitted into the University 
Law^tWTlege Mess.” 


By the Hon’ble MAULVI A. K. FAZL-UL-HAQ 


X. Will the Government he pleased to state whether any steps 
being taken to increase the pay of process-serving peons attached to 
Civil Courts ? 


arc lnerottitt of | 
tin' proc»*iw»“iM*rv! 
|M>onn attftd 
lo Civil CourU 


The following answer by the Hon’ble Mk. KERR was laid on the table : — 

“ A scheme for improving the pay of process-serving peons attached 
to^Cyvil Courts has been formulated and is now under consideration ” 

By the Hon’ble MAULVI A. K. FAZL-UL-HAQ:— 

XL (a) Will the Government be pleased to state tin* date on which the 
Court of Wards took over charge of the estate of Jafarali Khan Pane#* of 
Karat iy a ? 

(&) Is it a fact that then* is a Privy Council decree foi costs in favour 
of the (*state of Jafarali Khan and others, passed some years ago? 

(c) Is it also a lact that there is a decree of the Original Side of the 
High Court for an amount exceeding a lakh of rupees against one Debendru 

•Lai Mullick and others, of Calcutta, in favour of .Jalarali Khan and others, 
passed several years ago? 

[d) If so, will the Government Is* pleased to state why these decrees 
have not been executed and the amount on realization utilized in paying 
off the debts of the said Jalarali Khan? 

(i e) Is it a fact that properties belonging to the estate an* at present 
being sold to pay off debts ? 

(f) Is it true that Jafarali Khan brought to t he notiee of the Court of 
Wards the fact that he has been dispobsesse 1 of a certain share of his 
ancestral property? 

(g) Are the Government taking any steps, through tin* Court of Wards, 
with the object of instituting suits to enforce these claims ? 

' /r (h) Is it a fact that the total debts of Jafarali Khan do not exceed 
Rs. 5,000 and that the annual income of Jafarali Khan exceeds Rs. 25,000 ? 

(a) Will t))e 1 Government kindly state why these debts have not yet 
been liquidated ? ~ 
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( j ) le it a fact that several claims in favour of the estate of Jafarali 
Khan have become barred by limitation ? 

(k) If so, will the Government kindly state the circumstances which 
made such a state of affairs possible ? 

(l) Is it a fact that Jafarali Khan has made repeated endeavours to get 
his estate released from the Court of Wards? 

{m) Is it also a fact that he has offered to pay off the debt on his estate 
from his own pocket ? 

(n) Will the Government kindly state* the circumstances under which 
the Court of Wards still retains control of' the estate? 

The following answer by the Ilon’ble Mr. BIRLEY was laid on the 
table 

“The statutory power of releasing estates from the Court of Wards is 
vested in the Board of Revenue bv virtue of section 9(c) of Bengal Act IX of 
1879. A petition for the release of the estate of Jafarali Khan has been 
presented to tin* Board of Revenue and they are now engaged in inquiring 
into that petition. Tin* Governor in Council has no doubt that the Board of 
Revenue will give due consideration to all the facts, or alleged facts, 
embodied in the question of the Hon’hle Member. If Jafarali Khan is 
dissatisfied with the orders ultimately passed by the Board of Revenue, it Sr 
open to him to move the Local Government for a revision of these orders. 
At present the Governor in Council has no detailed information regarding 
most of the matters mentioned in this question.” 

LIST OF BUSIN ESS— ITEM No. 2A. 

Statement by the Hon’ble Mr. BEATSON BELL, regarding distress in 
the Noakhali and Tippera districts. 

“My Lord, 

As several questions have been asked regarding dist ress in the districts 
of Tippera anfl Noakhali, it will be convenient if I make a general statement 
on this subject. 1 have recently toured in the five subdivisions oi these 
districts. 1 have made* a point of visiting the tracts where the situation was 
said to be worst. Everywhere 1 have gone into the villages and conversed 
with the people in their homes. 

Tippera has an area of 2.624 square miles and a population of 2.4 JO, 1. *18 
persons. Noakhali has an area of 1,641 square miles and a population 
of 1.802.090 persons. 'Faking the two districts together, the area under 
jute in 1914 was 865.862 acres and the outturn a. 962, 950 maunds. 
Owing to the war the cultivators lost, at a moderate estimate, four rupees on^ 
every maund of jute. In other words, the cash which came to these two 
districts was less than what the cultivators expected by Rs. 2. J8.50.800. 
This is tin* root cause of the distress, and it is common to all the ju re- 
producing districts. Three special causes have, however, been in operation 
in Tippera and Noakhali which have rendered their condition worse than 
those of the surrounding districts. In t lit* first place, the winter rice crop of 
1914-15 suffered much — particularly in Ghandpur subdivision and in Noakhali 
Sadar — from the disease known as utra . Jn the second place, the districts of 
Tippera and Noakhali contain an unusually large number of landless 
labourers : in ordinary years these men earn good wages by working in the 
jute and rice fields of raiyats. sometimes in their own districts and 
sometimes elsewhere. This year owing to the general shortage of cash and 
to the restriction in t lie area under jute the demand for labour has been 
greatly reduced and many of the landless labourers of Noakhali and 
Tippera have been thrown out of work. In the third place, there have been 
serious Hoods in portions of these two districts. 

In considering the intensity of distress in any tract the first question 
which naturally arise^is the price of foodstuffs. It is satisfactory to note 
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m this respect. the suituation has not been serious. The following 
figures show the price per maund of eounnon riot* local moan) during April, 
May and June of the last- three years : — 


April. May. June. Average. 




Rs. 

A. 

Rs. 

A. 

Rs. 

A. 

Ks. 

A. 


(■•11*13 

. .*> 

0 

4 

11 

4 

i:t 

4 

lit 

Tippera (Coiuilla) 

• 11*14 

1 11*1". 

:> 

7 

.» 

10 

11 

0 

0 

0 , 

0 


11 

10 


(11*1.5 

4 

0 

4 

12 

i 

•1 

4 

7 

Noakhali 

. 11*14 

a 



< 


s i 

;» 

»; 


( 11*1.". 

. ,*> 

s 

*» 

i:i 


10 1 

e 

10 


It should also he noted that then* have been plentiful imports of Burma 
rice which has been selling in the bazars throughout the distriets at about 
Rs. 4-8, or even less, pm* maund. New aus rice is now in tin* market at about 
Rs. o-2 per maund. It has been suggested m one question that tin* poorer 
classes of bluulralok , presumably those with small fixed incomes, have 
suffered specially and therefore require special measures of relief. From the 
figures just given it seems that this apprehension is not serious. Apart from 
sugar and salt (which owing to the war have risen in price throughout the 
province) there has been no material rise in the cost of living in Noakhali and 
Tipper a : on the contrary, t In* fall in wages consequent on the reduced demand 
ior labour has tended to reduce the cost of living in the (rase of those* with 
small fixed incomes. The condition of the poorer bltadralolc has not been 
overlooked either by ( iovernment or by non-official workers, but undoubtedly 
the duel sufferers have been tin* cultivators, the labouring classes and (in 
consexjuencc ) the* aged and crippled beggars. 

Th e second point to which attention is naturally drawn is the death- 
rate. Many sensational accounts of death from starvation have appeared in 
the press. \\ < * can only say that we have investigated every case carefully 
and m no ease an* we satisfied that death has been dm* to this cause. It iH 
indeed most unlikely, in view of the systematic efforts of official and non- 
official workers in all parts of tin* districts, that any one should die of hunger. 
The actual deaths from all causes in the two distriets have been — 


First half i/rar. 

v.n:, i**n n*i/> 

Tippera ... ... 22,.“>7 S 20, 072 27,620 

Noakhali ... ... 17,712 10,242 10..V27 

Another point which deserves notice is the state of credit, the borrow- 
ing power, of the two districts. It is usual for jute cultivators to live on 
borrowed money while t In* crop is growing. This ye*u*. owing to the shortage 
of cash already ment ioned. t hemoney-lenders have undoubtedly restricted their 
business to a great extent. Statements have been made to the etfeet that 
money-lenders have entirely closed their business, but this is hardly borne, out 
by facts. An examination of the figures in the Registration Offices of Tippera 
shows that, apart from mortgages on land, 282 money bonds were registered 
during the first half of 1 21 o. as against 1,40] money bonds in the same period 
of 1914. I policed somewhat similar figures in tin* Registration Offices of 
Noakhali. The rate of interest in recent bonds lias averaged about Rs. 4-7 
per cent, per month. 

Finally, as regards rhe physical state of the country and the stand- 
ing crops, it may Is* said at once* that throughout the greater part of 
the two districts the state of the standing crops — aus. jute and a man — loaves 
nothing to be desired. Jus and jute an* now being harvested. Aus . as already 
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noticed, in selling at Rs. 5-2. At a mufassal market, which I personally 
visited in th<- middle of duly I fount* the price of new jute to varv from 
Rs. 6-12 to Rh. 8 per maund according 1 to t he* quality. While this satisfactory 
state of affairs exists throughout tin* greater part of the area there are 
certain tracts where things arc very different. The year has been marked 
by early and violent Hoods. The river Gumti burst its right embankment 
at several places. This was on 0th June, and it was not until more than a 
month that the landlords who own the embankment completed the repairs* 
Meanwhile the water poured upon the fields of their raiyats. There were 
similar floods on the banks of the Buri river in Tippera and the Muhari river 
in the Feni subdivision of Noakhali. Lowlands in the area where Noakhali 
subdivision adjoins (Jhandpur subdivision, and also lowlands in the 
northern part of Bralimunbai ia subdivision suffered seriously from tin* floods 
ol Jum*. The last-named area also suffered from a recrudescence in July of 
floods in Sylhot and t’achar. I have visited a great many of the flooded 
villages in Tippera and Noakhali, and 1 can vouch for the fact that in 
considerable areas the broad-cast a w an crop — which is tin* crop on which 
these villages mainly rely — has been destroyed beyond redemption. The 
estimated area oi serious Ho*) ling is Sot) square miles in Tippera and 80- 
square miles in Noakhali. 

I now turn to the remedial measures which have been and which 
are being taken. As the conditions are totally different from those contem- 
plated by the Famine (’ode, and as. in the greater part of tin* districts, the 
distress is purely temporary and will disappear when the standing autumn 
crops are reaped, we decided that we would not be justified in making any 
formal declaration ol ‘famine and in adopting tin* elaborate procedure of 
the Famine (lode. Tin* measures which we adopted were threefold and the 
code which we advised the workers, official and non-official, to follow was 
the code of common sense. In the first place. District Boards have under- 
taken special works without tin* intervention nf e- m‘ raeto«*s. These are not 
relief works or famine works in tin* technical sense. The works, have 
generally consisted in removing jungle from tanks and roads and in one cast* 

(a work which His Excellency personally inspected about 500 people have 
been employed in metalling an important road. In Noakhali, about 1,000 
tanks have been cleaned ol weeds, the cost being debited to the monev which 
tin* District Board hud wisely set aside* for the ‘Improvement of Water- 
supply. The workers on these special works are usually paid four annas 
per day, boys getting half rates. Fp to date Tippera has employed 84,240 
workers at an expenditure of Rs. 12.500 and Noakhali 64,787 workers at an 
expenditure oi Rs. 12,188. The second remedial measure has been the 
distribution of gratuitous relief, generally in the form of doles of rice, to 
those who are short ol lood, but physically unable to work on the special 
works of tin* District Board. The House will remember that, when the • 
current budget was under discussion, the Hon’ble Kni Radha Charan Pal 
Bahadur asked me to explain why we had made an entry of Rs. 50.000 for 
gratuitous relief, and the House wijl remember that I replied as follows ; — 

‘ An exactly similar sum was put down in the year which has just • 
closed. \\ e thought it wise to make the provision in view of the distress 
which might still be prevalent in the Hurd wan Division. I am glad to say 
that we had only to spend Rs. 2,000 of that amount. But although last year 
we spent only Rs. 2,000, we considered it wise in the present year to repeat 
the full allotment of Rs, 50,000. \\ e do not know when or where it will be 

required. W e trust it will not be required at all. but all will agree that it 
is a prudent and considerate provision/ 

\\ hen the present trouble arose I was truly thankful that we had this 
grant at out disposal, and were "able not only to meet to the full the demands 
of the local officers, blit even to give them rather more than they asked for. 

Up to date, we have actually allotted Rs. 80.000 for gratuitous relief in 
lippera ai\d Noakhali. There have also been considerable donations from 
private sources. In many cases the contributions from Government and 
the contributions *lrom private sources have been mingled in a epmmon fund,. 
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administered by private workers. The latest figures for gratuitous relief 

sh©w — 

Tippera Rs. 6, (KM) distributed to 1 1,000 persons. 

Noakhali Rs. 18,492 distributed to 56.129 persons. 

In this, of course, is not included all tiie quiet charity which is not 
brought to the notice oi any recognised committee, official or non-official-— 
the charity where tdie giver’s left hand knows not what his right hand is 
doing. I take this opportunity of thanking the honorary workers for all they 
have done. It is with special satisfaction that I thank the presidents of 
panchayats for their loyal co-operation with the ( ’irele ollieers. The zeal 
and local knowledge ol the presidents have been an asset of the Jirst value. 
The last and largest oi* the remedial measures which we have a (opted has 
Keen the distribution of agricult ural loans. One of tin* questions which has 
been asked is based on a stattimnt i which 1 did ml make) to the effect 
that on 7th duly our available balanee for agricultural loans was onlv 
Rs. 10,010. I must have been misunderstood, for, as a matter o{ fact, our 
available balance on that day was IL. .‘>0,0)0. What, however, was the exact 
balance on that day is no longer of much practical importance. Thr 
essential facts an* I hese — that in tin* budget as passed tin- allotment, for 
agricultural loans for tin* whole province was only Rs. 2,50.000 mo one. as far 
as I remefhbcr, criticised this as being too small); t hat. t lie di\ isious ot her t hnn 
Chittagong have been allotted lis. 2.20.000. every rupee of which they will 
requin*; ami that, the sum originally available for < diitt.agong Division was 
therefore only Rs. 50.000. This would have been serious, but the House 
will be glad to learn that by means of gradual ^appropriations from other 
allotments we have* been able to place a total sum of three* lakhs of rupees 
at the disposal of the Commissioner of Chittagong for the purpose of agri- 
cultural loans, and that we have* still some money in hand in case* further 
loans are required either in Chittagong Division or elsewhere. S<> far. we 
have not found it necessary to apply to the (lovernment of India for an 
additional allotment of loans. According to the* latest reports the* sum 
actually distributed as loans in Tippera and Noakhali has been Rs. 1,11,595. 
The loans are being given out on joint bonds. The money is being distributed 
in tin* villages according to the simplest, possible procedure*, and those' who 
have* land are* being e*ncou raged to take* into tlmir joint bonds a few who 
have no land. 

As regards the* length of time during which t he se remedial measures 
will be* continued, it is hoped that, so far as the unflooded are*a is concerned, 
the special works of the District Hoards, ami the distribution of gratuitous 
rice*, will no longer be necessary and may safely be discontinued after the 
first week of August. In neither case, in the opinion of this (lovcrnmnnt. 
should tin* cessation be made too suddenly. The mat ter will be left to the 
tliscretion of the local authorities and the case of the flooded tracts is being 
brought specially to their notice. The distribution of the remaining money 
for agricultural loans will be spread over different periods in different local- 
ities, according to circumstances. In the areas which have not been flooded 
• few flirt her loans, if any. will now la* required. Loans will continue to be 
distributed to persons in the flooded area, and also to persons whose 
houses have been diluviated mar the town of Noakhali. In the former 
case the loans will be, given at the season when they will be of most 
real use to the cultivators to enable them to prepare their next crqp 
and to carry on until that crop is reaped. In the case of persons 
whose houses have been diluwated the loans will naturally be given 
at the time they desire* to reconstruct their houses. It is not proposed to 
issue hard-and-fast rules to the Collectors regarding the time o f distributing 
the remaining loans, but it is probable that the bulk of the money will bo 
distributed between now and December, 1915. Discndtion is also being left 
to the Collectors as to ti e dates on which the instalments of the kfeths 
wjjl be repaid. It is thought that the raiynts will generally proffer 
to repay the loan either in one instalment at th# harvest of the nAt crop; or 
in two instalments spread over the next two harvests. Lastly, the Collec- 
tors are being asked to see that when the time comes the^hdftey is collected 
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as far as possible in the villages with a minimum use of the certificate 
| rocedure. 

1 have only to add that when we issued a communique on 22nd June 
we were able to announce a grant of one lakh lor loans and Rs. 10,000 
for gratuitous relief. From the statement which I have made to-day the 
House will see that as the situation has developed and as funds have become 
available we have been able to increase each of these grants to three times 
their original amount. ” 


LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS. 

THE BENGAL DECENTRALIZATION BILL, 1915. 

LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEMS NOS. 3 AND 4. 

3. The Hon’ble Mr. Beat son Bell moved for leave to introduce a Bill 
to facilitate the administration of certain enactments in force in Bengal. 

He said : — 

* 4 My Lord. 1 move for leave to introduce a Bill to decentralize and 
otherwise to facilitate the administration of certain enactments in force in 
Bengal. 

The Bill has already been published and circulated, and I have 
little to add to what has been set forth in the Statement of Objects and 
Reasons. The Bill is the outcome of tlx* recommendations of the Royal Com- 
mission on Decentralization. A general delegation Bill was first proposed and 
introduced into tin* Supreme Council. This Bill gave no details: it simply 
authorized Government to delegate powers by executive order from a 
superior to an inferior authority. The Bill was criticised on the ground that 
ii was a ’blank cheque’, a ‘pig in a poke’, and so on. The Bill was 
ultimately withdrawn and detailed legislation was undertaken. The 
Supreme Council has already passed a detailed Act dealing with Imperial 
laws, ;unl we have now to consider similar legislation dealing with our 
provincial laws. ‘ Decentralization’ is a popular cry with all sections of 
the community. If any one proposes ‘decentralization’, there is at once a 
chorus of approval from officials and non-officials, Indians and Europeans. 
‘Yes. let us have decentralization. Down with Red Tape! Down with 
the Circumlocution Office !’ But as soon as we descend to details, differences 
of opinion are apt to arise. In fact-, every one believes in ‘decentralization’, 
but every one puts a different, meaning to the word. For instance, there are 
many officials, European and Indian, who would reply, if asked to define 
decentralization, * Decentralization is an ideal system under which I am 
given full power to interfere with all the actions of my subordinates, while* 
at the sana 1 time my superiors are restrained in every possible way from 
interfering with my actions.’ Others, especially members of the legal 
profession, would define decentralization 4 as a system under which the 
original order is passed by the lowest possible authority, coupled with an • 
ample series of appeals up to the highest possible authority.’ We recognize 
that we cannot | lease every one, so we have tried in the Bill before the House 
to adopt a reasonable and moderate course. We have based our proposals 
upon practical experience. We have examined our provincial Acts in great 
detail. Where we have found that in actual practice the order has always 
been passed by a lower authority and that the confirmation of the superior 
authority has become a mere formality, we propose to amend the law so as to 
place the legal responsibility in the proper place — that is to say, in the 
authority which exercises the power de facto. 1 take a few cases at random 
from the schedules of our Bill. Section 64 of the Land Registration Act 
lays down a table cf fees to be paid on the registration of transfers. It also 
empowers the Board of Revenue to remit these fees in special cases. It fips 
been founcf by actual practice that when the Commissioner recommends the 
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remission of a fee the Biiard invariably ratifies his proposal. We therefore 
ask that the power of remitting 1 these fees should he definitely vested in the 
Commissioner. Again, in section HU of the Cess Act it is laid down that the 
sanction of the Commissioner is necessary More the Collector can depute 
one of his Deputy Collectors to do the ordinary Work of ‘Cess Deputy 
Collector. In actual practice tin 1 Commissioner always allows the Collector 
to select such Deputy Collector as he sees tit. W e propose to amend the 
law so that these routine relerences to the Commissioner are no longer 
necessary. Similarly, in the Munieipal Aet we propose to transfer to the 
Commissioner certain powers of control which are nominally exercised hy the 
Local Government, hut are exercise I in actual practice hy the Commissioner, 
the Local Government formally confirming his suggest ions. In this Aet, 
however, we propose in most ease's to make tin* orders of the ( 'ommissioner 
subject, to the a Iministrative control of the Local Government. At this 
stage I need not weary the House by further details. Each proposal 
will be examine 1 on its merits in Select Committee and again in full Council. 

1 may a id that since the Bill was published a few more proposals, relating 
mainly to the Cess Act, have been put forward. These also will he examined 
in Select Committee. Finally, as explained in t In* Statement of Objects and 
Bensons, we have refrained from dealing with any Act which has not been in 
force for at least five years. This is a necessary consequence of our 
decision to act throughout upon the basis of practical experience.” 

The Ilon’ble BABU SITRKNDRA NATH BAN KIM 1 said 

“My Lord, there is just one matter in rejjard to which I should like to 
have a word of explanation from the llon'ble Member. Decentralization is a 
captivating word. The Ilon’ble Mr. Beatsou Bell, when moving for leave to 
introduce tin* Bill, expressed a hope that it would In* acceptable to this side 
of tin* House as it was acceptable to officials as well as non-officials, to 
Europeans as well as Indians. We are all for decentralization. But, my 
Lord, it is necessary that there should he reserved some measure of control to 
higher authorities in respect of certain matters. One of the matters which I 
think the Hon’hle Member has just mentioned is this : That in respect 
of nominations made by the ( ’ommissioner ol the Division — which nominations 
are now confirmed hy the Government — the final authority will be the 
Commissioners of Divisions. My Lord, J have been connected with a 
municipality for the last .‘50 years, and I have found that the higher we 
mount the purer becomes the atmosphere, and that the nominations made by 
the Magistrates and confirmed by tie* Gommisstoners of Divisions have not 
been nominations which ought to have been accepted. The power as 
reserved by Government, has exercised a beneficent influence upon tin* 
discretion of the Commissioner. 11 tin* object of the Bill is to tak*» away this 
power from tic Government, then 1 for one would deem it my duty to oppose 
* this Bill in the interest of’ Local Self-Government, that is. if the power he 
withdrawn from tin* Government and vested in subordinate authorities. 

lam afraid subordinate authorities are subject 'to local influences and 
they may not exercise that power in a manner acceptable to the higher 
authorities. That is tin* view which I hold, and if I am wrong. I hope the 
Hon bio Member will correct me. But if I am right, 1 shall deem it my duty 
to oppose this Bill.” 

The Hon’hle Mu. BE ATS ON BELL said 

u That is one of the matters which I have all eady explained* The 
Commissioner will exercise his powers subject to f he administrative coutrol 
of the Local Government.” 

The Hon’hle BAMF SCRENDRA NATH BANKRJI said 

44 I just want to know this. All these nominations are now made by 
the Local Government on the recommendations made h> the Commissioners* 
Are we to understand that, after this Bill is passed, the orders *>f the Com- 
missioners will final and that the matters *will not be laid before the Local. 
Govermrient ? ” * 
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The Hon’ble Mk. BEATSON BELL said 

“As I have said, the orders of the Commissioners will be subject to the 
control of the Local Government.” 

The Hon’ble BABU SURENDRA NATH BANERJI said 

“The present practice is that these nominations are not gazetted until 
they are confirmed by the Local Government.” 

The Hon’ble Mk. BEATSON BELL said 

“ I think that, under the Bill as it now stands, the Commissioner will 
gazette his nominations, and if any one is dissatisfied with them ho can move 
the Local Government.” 

The 11 on’ l ile BABU 8URENDRA NATH BANERJI said 

“My Lord, we have a number of Municipal Commissioners on this Council. 
My friend the Uon’ble Balm Surendra Nath Ray is the chairman of a 
suburban municipality, and my friend the Hon’ble Maharaja lianajit Sinha of 
Nashipur is also the chairman of a mufassal municipality. We have got quite 
a good volume of experienced opinion with regard to this mutter. 1 hope that 
my friend the Hon’ file Mr. Beatson Bell will defer to that opinion so far as 
this particular amendment is concerned.” 

The Hon’ble Mk. BEATSON BELL said 

“ My Lord, I rise* to a point of order. This seems to be a question for the 
Select Committee.” 

[The Jlon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Banerji was called to order.] 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Beatson Bell moved that the said Bill be referred to a 
Select Committee consisting of the llon’ble Mr. Monahan, the Hon’ble Mr. Be, 
the llon’ble Mr. Birley, the Hon ’hie Sir S. 1\ Sinha, the Hon’ble Sir Bijay 
(/hand Mahtah, k.c.k.i.. k.c.i.k., i.o.m., Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burd wan, 
the Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq, the Hon’ble Rai Iiari Mohan 
Chandra Bahadur and the mover, with instructions to circulate their report 
in time for its consideration at the meeting of the Council to be held in 
September next. 

The Hon’ble BABU SURENDRA NATH BANERJI said 

“My Lord, I think 1 am now in order. I have already submitted for your 
Excellency’s consideration the objection which we on this side of the House 
feel with regard to this Bill. 

It is really a very disagreeable thing to speak anything about the personnel 
of the Select Committee, but 1 am sorry to say that there is not a single 
gentleman on the Committee who has good municipal experience — r- ” 

The Hon’ble Mr. BEATSON BELL, interrupting, said : — 

“ 1 think the Hon’ble Rai Hari Mohan Chandra Bahadur is a Municipal 
Commissioner.” 

The Hon’ble BABU SURENDRA NATH BANERJI said 
“ He is a nominated Commissioner of a municipality.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. BEATSON BELL said ^ 

‘ 4 But he was elected to the Council by tlm Municipalities of the Rajshahi 
Division.” 

The Hon’r>lo HABU SURfKDRA NATH b/nKRJI said:— 

V 4 My Lbrd, what we feel is this : Your Excellency has proposed a Select 
Committee for the purpose of ionsidering, among Jbther things, municipal 
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matters, but I am surry to say that it dot's not consist of any gentlemen 
possessing considerable municipal experienSt'. 1 think, my Lord, that there 
ought to be at least some additions to that Committee. With your 
Excellency’s permission. 1 would move that either my friend the llon ble 
Habu Surondra Nath llay or the llon ble Maharaja Kanajii Sinha of Nashipur 
l>e added to the Select Committee.’ 

The Hon’ hie Mu. BEATSOX HELL said 

My Lord, I have no objection to either of these gentlemen being 
appointed to the Select Committee, hut we must then have anot her ollicial 
member added to tin* ( ’ommittee.” 

[It was eventually decided to 'add the names of the Hou’hle Mr. Lang 
and the llonble Bahu S. N. Banerji to the Select Committee.] 

The HonT.le KAl KAPHA CH A HAN PAL BAH ABLE said 

My Lord, 1 tint l that this Bill contains certain amendments of t In* ( 'aleutta 
Port Act. As my friend tin* llonble Balm Smvtnlra Nath Banerji has said, 
‘decentralization ' is a very captivating word. Although \\e are all at Locales 
of self-government, and we are all anxious to have as much power < nt rusted 
to local bodies as possible, it is my duty t.» point- out that this amendment 
of section ol of the Calcutta Port Act is one which should not be introduced 
into tli is Bill. 

My Lord, at present, under the powers 'vested in the Calcutta Port 
Commissioners, they can sanction estimates not exceeding IPs. h(),(KK> and 
estimates above that anfount aie subject to the sanction of the Local 
Government . What is m»w proposed — and this is a very important 
principle — is that they should he empowered 1<> sanction climates up 
to two lakhs of rupees without t he sanct ion of the Local Government. I 
have the honour to belong t o sonic local bodies in Calcutta and none would 
rejoice a> much as 1 would to see more power given to local bodies. But 
1 have also great fait 1 1 in the Government, established as it- now is — a 
Governor in Council. I sn hunt , my Lord, that all estimates and contracts 
above IPs nO.OOd or a certain sum of money laid down in this Act should be 
subject lot lie scrutiny and sanction of the Local Government. There is often 
a divergence of opinion between the executive and a certain section of the 
members of local bodies, and it is not ini rocjueiit ly tin* case that the executive 
carries with the help of the majority certain estimates which might otherwise 
have been scrutinized by the Government, and the objections taken by the 
minority might be based on good grounds. The amendment which is now 
sought to be introduced will apply also to other Ads. namely, the Calcutta 
Municipal Act and the ( ’alcutta Improvement Act, and t he power now 
exercised by these local bodies will !>*• increased to the extent of two lakhs of 
rupees without reference to the Local Government. Although, as 1 have 
said. 1 belong to two of these local bodies, I would strongly oppose any 
increase of financial power given to them or to any other body without the 
supervision, scrutiny and control of the Local Government. There is a great 
•safeguard in the Local Government criticising carefully every proposal that 
comes up to them ; for instance, if the Corporation of Calcutta or the (’alcutta 
Improvement Trust or the Calcutta Port Trust sanction an estimate which 
involves an expenditure of two lakhs of rupees, but a minority of the members 
consider that such a large sum need not be spent, there would be absolutely 
no remedy, because the chairman and his majority will always carry the 
day. Having regard to this danger, it is necessary that the law as it now 
stands should continue. Speaking on behalf of the community I represent 
in this Council, I may say that We shall he glad if this power be retained in 
the hands of Government.” * 

The Hon’ble Mr. BEATSOX BELL said 

• “My Lord, at this f-tagt* we are only concerned with general principles. 
Surely the Hon’Me Rai Kadha Charm Pal Bahadur does not oppose the whole 
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principle of the Bill because we have proposed to raise the power of the 
Calcutta Port Trust to sanetio# estimates from half a lakh to two lakhs of 
rupees. I take it that lie t hunts that t.w’ft lakhs is rather too high. If that 
is so, it is really a matter for the Select Committee. If he is in favour 
of the general principle of decentralization, we shall be quite willing to 
consider this question fully in the Select Committee.” 

The motion was then put in the following form and agreed to: — 

That the said Bill he referred to a Select Committee consisting of the 
Hon’ble Mr. Beatson Bell, the Hon’ble Mr. Monahan, the Hon’blq Mr. Lang, 
the Hon’ble Mr. I)e, the llon’ble Mr. Birley. the Hon’ble Sir S. P. Sinha. the 
Hon’ble Sir Bijay ("hand Malitab. K.c.s.i., k.c.i.k., i.o.m., Maharajadhiraja 
Bahadur of Burdwan,the Hon’ble Maul vi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq. th(* Hon’ble Babu 
Surendra Nath Banerji and the Hon’blo liai Hari Mohan Ohandra Bahadur 
with instructions to circulate their report in time for its consideration at the 
meeting of the Council in September next. 


THK BENGAL LEGISLATIN' E BULKS, 1912. 


LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No. 5. 

5. The llon’ble Mr. Lyon moved that for rule 29 of the Bengal Legis- 
lative Rules, 1912. the following be substituted, namely : — 


24 & 25 Viet 
67. 


24 & 25 Viet. 
67. 


55 4 56 Viet.. 
14. 


“ 29. (1) Any Member desiring to move for leave to introduce a Bill 

Ii.triHJm'tiou of itilid acconlanct; witji I,Ir< provi- 

sions ol section 37 or section 38 
of tin* Indian Councils Act, 1S6L shall give the Secretary 
at least two months’ previous notice of his intention and 
shall, together with the notice, send a copy of the Bill 
and a full Statement of Objects and Reasons. 

[2) If, after the expiration of the said period, such motion be carried 
in Council, the Secretary shall cause the Bill, together 
with the Statement of Objects and Reasons, to he 
printed (if not already in print), and shall send a copy 
to each Member, and the Bill shall thereupon be deemed 
to have been introduced in Council : 

Provided that the President shall not permit tin* intro- 
duetion of any Bill which requires the previous 
sanction of — 

(u) tlit* Governor, under section 38 of the Indian 
Councils Act, J8t>l. or r 

• (IA the (iovernor General, under — 

* (i) section 43 of the said Act, or 

(fV) section ft of tin* Indian Councils Act,* 
1S92, 

as the case may be, unless and until such sanction has 
been duly accorded thereto. 


He said : — 

41 My Lord, I heed not detain the Council for any length of time, as this 
proposal has already been discussed with several non-official members of 
Council and has received their approval, and lias also been circulated to 
all members without our receiving any notice of amendment to it. 

The object of the amendment is to prolong the period of notice to be 
given by«the author of a private Bill before he asks for permission to intror 
duce it into this Council. It is, I may venture to say, a simple amendment 
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which will obviously facilitate the running 6f the legislative machine and 
„ will secure the proper consideration of Bills presented to Council at the 
earliest stage, thus saving possible waste of time and friction later on. 

Bills passe 1 by this Council must receive the assent of the Governor 
General before they can become law, and may be eventually disallowed by 
His Majesty the King-Emperor at a later stage. It is accordingly desirable 
that an opportunity should be given to the Governor ( Jeneral and the 
Secretary of State to intimate any ra lical objections which may in their 
opinion exist to the provisions of any Bill which it is proposed to introduce 
into this Council before its introduction is debated. 

A reference to the proviso to the new rule will also shew that tin* law 
prohibits the introduction of certain Bills into the Provincial Council without 
the previous sanction of the Governor of Bengal or t he Governor General 
of India. Such Bills arc (1) measures which aliect the public revenues 
of the Piesideney or by which any charge is to he imposed on such revenues, 
(2) Bills which fall into any of the eight categories mentioned in section 13 
of the Indian Councils Act of 18151, and ^3) Bills which propose the repeal 
or amendment, of any laws or regulat ions passed by legislatures other than 
t li its Council. While it will he at once obvious in most eases whether a 
Bill does or does not come within these sections of tin* law, there may be 
some cases in which it is diilicult. to determine the point, and it is desirable 
in the interests of this Council, in order to avoid our entering upon barren 
proceedings, t hat t hese Bills slmuhbhe t horoughly examine I with reference 
to these provisions of the law before they are intro lueed int<» this Council. 

For these reasons, I believe that the amendment of our Rules which 
I have the honour to propose will meet with t lie approval of I lon ble Members 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

LIST OF BUSINESS— JTEMS Nos. 6 & 7. 

The Hon ble Babu Surendra Nath Banerji moved the following resolu- 
tion : — 

This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that the necessary 
measures he taken, as soon as it. may be convenient, to give effect to the 
recommendations made by Mr, Swan in his Report on the Industrial Develop- 
ment of Bengal. 

He said : — 

“ My Lord, I hope and t rust- that your Excellence's Government will sro 
their way to accept this Resolution. 1 am ♦■nrouraged in this hope by the 
attitude of your Excellency’s Government in regard I q t he question of the 
development of our industries, an attitude which is in entire conformity with 
tin* policy of the Government of India. My Lor 1. t he appointment of Mr. Swan 
as a special officer to enquire into ami report upon our industries would lx* a 
meaningless proceeding unless it implied that it was the firm resolve of your 
Excellency’s Government to pursue a definite and decisive policy for the 
promotion of our industries. As this is the first opportunity we have of 
discussing Mr. Swan’s Report. I will say this — that his anointment gave 
great public satisfaction. His report, remarkable for its brevity and 
directness of purpose, has been read with interest, and I may add. with 
profit by an admiring public, and we now appeal to your Excellency’s 
Government to give effect to its leading recommendations with as little delay 
as practicable. I am entitled, my Lord, to make this appeal, because 
Mr. Swan’s report follows closely the lines of the policy of your Excellency’s 
Government in this matter. 

# The policy of your Excellency’s Government was laid down with 
clearness and emphasis by the Honble Mr. Beat son Bell on the occasion of 
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the Budget debate in April last. He said in substance, I need not quote 
the exact words, that whatevertheir personal convictions might be, whether 
they were free traders or heretics (I am inclined to think that the Hon’ble 
Member belongs to the class of heretics), as a Government they were bound 
to follow the policy laid down by the Government of India and the despatches 
of the Secretary of State. To them they looked for inspiration and guidance, 
like the cowboy who every evening turned to the prayer which he had 
framed and exclaimed * Them’s my sentiments.’ The Hon’ble Member 
added that within the limitations laid down by the Government, of India, 
they were, prepared to do all that was humanly possible for the encouragement 
of our industries. No assurance could be more sympathetic, or more hopeful 
or more encouraging. Now what are the limitations imposed by the 
Government of India ? We turn to them for guidance. The policy of the 
Government of India was laid down by t lie Hon’ble Sir William Clark, the 
Member for Commerce and Industries, in the course of a debate in the 
Imperial Legislative Council on this question which took place on the 24th 
February last. These are his words : — 

New jmluHtricH cannot, under the stimulus of a few months’ accidental shelter 
from competition, spring fully developed into existence. Such forced growths 
would he liable to wither like hot-house flowers at the fi-rst cold blast of 
adversity. But there is a practical field lor effort where Indian manufac- 
turers aie already pioducmg goods of a similar type to those now imported 
from countries with which we are at war. These industries hav e proved 
themselves hardy enough to weather the stress of competition, and for them 
the opportunity iB obvious. Thev^iave the chance now of pushing their 
goods ; of establishing connections which it is to be hoped they will be able to 
preserv •• after the war ; and of increasing their product on : thus becoming able 
to reduce tneir prices and so b»* much more formidable competitor-, should 
they again have to compete with cheap German and Austrian goods. Expan- 
sion of this kind does not necessarily require large x xpenditure of capital. 
Such a programme may sound dull and unambitious as compared with the 
larger visions, w hich the Hon'hle Mover has adumbrated, of new industries 
springing into life throughout India, but all she same it ih a very sure and 
useful line of development. It must be remembered that there is a very con- 
siderable number of articles now imported from German} and Austria, ‘which 
are also produced in this country, such as certain classes of woollens and 
cottons ; certain types of glassware, including such special Indian articles 
as bangles and personal ornaments, and fancy goods generally ; various kinds 
of earthenware and celluloid manufactures, pencils, matches, articles of 
a lu minium ami so on. To the producers of all these tin* present situation 
a Hords a very real opportunity. 

Now him* we have a clear enunciation of tile policy of the Government 
oi India which is to be tin* guiding principle oi the Go\ eminent of Bengal 
and ol all other Local Governments. The Hon’ble Member in charge of the 
Commerce department deprecated 1 he starting of new indust ries, which he 
thought would be crushed out of existence by a withering competition after 
tin' war ; but he added that, in regard to certain old industries, the time was 
opportune lor turther development : and here we are entitled according to the 
declared policy of the Government itself to seek from it every encouragement, 
both moral support, and active co-operation ; and, my Lord, it is in connection 
with these industries that Mr. Swan makes his recommendations. The 
situation, therefore, is this — the policy of the Government of India is the policy * 
of the Government of Bengal, and Mr. Swans recommendations impart a 
definite and concrete shape to that policy by indicating the line of work 
whioh should be followed. 

Mr. Swan starts with the proposition that ‘the encouragement of 
Government might take a more active form than it has hitherto done.’ 
That is the keynote of his report. My Lord, we who belong to the educated 
community are all protectionists ; we believe that the aid and encourage- 
ment. of Government necessary to foster and stimulate our infant indus- 
tries. W e have high authority on our side. Mr. Austen Chamberlain, the 
present Secretary of State for India, is a protectionist; and in his pre- 
face to Sir Roper Lethbridge's book he has emphatically declared his protec- 
tionist principles as regards Indian industrial. Starting withjt^e proposition 
that there should be more active encouragement of our industries on the part 
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of Government. Mr. Swan recommends that, the Government" ' of Bengal 
should follow the example of the Government of Madras and be^in with 
experiments in connection with some of our industries, such as, for instance, 
glass-making and tin* manufacture of matches. Mr. Swan is of opinion that 
facilities should be given in respect of some of tin* industries. For instance, 
he recommends that the Forest Department should make special arrange- 
ments for the supply of suitable wool on favourable terms to such industries 
as matches, pen and pencil making. 1 had a talk with the proprietor of one 
of the match factories, and he tol 1 me (and 1 think lie repeated his statement 
to Mr. Swan) that he had enormous difficulties in securing suitable wood 
from the Kurseong forests. 1 hope these difficulties are now over and the 
necessary facilities have been given to match manufacturers for the supply 
Of wood. In this connection it may not be out of place to refer to the 
question of railway freight. Mr. Swan says in his report 


Another difficulty is the coat of freight. It may not be possible to obtain a fulf 
waggon-loiul of suitable timber in one neighbourhood, but the railways charge 
freight not for the actual weight carried, but for the full capacity of the 
waggon. In one case* the actual load was 2,’U iuuuikIh and thechurge was 
for /).)! matinds. I should like to recomnniid that, in Hitch canes, State 
railways at least should only charge for the actual weight carried.. 


My Lord, when foreign Governments subsidize their industries and feed 
them with their bounties in order that they may comjiete in the Indian 
market, is it too much to ask the Government to reduce the railway freights 
for the transport of swadeshi articles or of the raw material needed for them, 
upon railways owned by the State ? My Lord, cheap German and Austrian 
manufactures have indeed disappeared ; hut tin* Indian market is being 
Hooded with .Japanese goods ; and behind the industrial enterprise of Japan 
an* the vast resources of the Japanese Government. What is our Govern- 
ment doing? Why should we not have our own articles, manufactured by 
our own people, so that tin* wealth of the country may remain in the country? 
Tin* Government must really make a departure from its past policy and 
actively participate in the encouragement of our industries, 

Mr. Swan recommends that hanking facilities should be afforded to out* 
industries. He does not indeed say so m so many words ; but no one reading 
tin* report can resist the impression that that is a recommendation which, if 
unfettered by official reserve, he would strongly urge. He mentions industry 
after industry which, he says, suffers through lack of capital, and he ^dda at 
tin* end of each paragraph tin* doleful remark : ‘ I was unable to assist. This, 
he says, in connection with tanning, tin* manufacture of glass and matches 
and combs. With regard to the last, I understand that your Excellency 
was pleased to visit the Comb Factory at Jessore and was highly pleased 
‘with what you saw. Your Excellency was pleased to observe : ‘ I feel sure. 

Government would wish to help any local industry if it could do so without 
departing from principles which it believes ought to underlie its policy. 
Now with regard to this lack of capital, is it not possible for the Presidency 
• banks, which receive large sums of money from the Government, to help our 
industries ? All such aid must undoubtedly proceed upon business principles. 
‘But there is a feeling that the banks are timid in advancing money to Indian 
concerns. An expression of the sympathy of the Government ami its desire 
that such advances should 1 m* made where reasonable* guarantees are forth- 
coming would ease the situation and help our struggling industries. 

My Lord, one of the most important recommendations made by Mr. Swan 
is the creation of (Jo-operative Credit Societies among cottage workers— such ae 
cotton-weavers, silk-weavers ami brass-workers. The officer in charge would 
assist in the purchase of raw materials and find markets for the finished 
material. Mr. Swan tells us that he has discussed this question with the 
Registrar of Co-operative Credit Societies, who has made a start in one or two 
centres and pas submitted ppwpisals to Government for extending his opera- 
tions. I may aod that your Excellency’s Government ha* already accepted 
a Resolution in favour of ft he establishment of Co-operative Credit Societies 

1 j 
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for cottage industries, at the meeting of the Council held on the 3rd March 
in connection with the Hon’ble Kaja of Kakina’s Resolution. 

My Lord, we are all solicitous of the industrial development of our 
country. Here the people and the Government may whole-hflirtedly co- 
operate. India is an agricultural country; and so it has always been. 
But in the past it was also a manufacturing country. Our agricultural 
produce helped our manufactures; our manufactures strengthened the 
resources of our agriculturists. They acted and reacted upon one another 
and by their mutual interaction added to the volume of national prospeiitv. 
It Was not our agricultural produce, not our rice or our ‘dal ’ or our wheat 
that brought the East India Company to our shores ; hut it was the muslins 
of Dacca, our silks, our brocades, our calicoes that appealed to the con^ 
mereial enterprise of European nations. If we had not been so utterly 
dependent upon the seasons, if the olden days of agriculture supplemented by 
manufactures had not wholly disappeared, if our community were partly 
agricultural and partly manufacturing, if agriculture and manufacture 
flourished side by side, half the anxieties of your Excellency’s Government 
in dealing with the famine in the Eastern districts would have been allayed. 

My Lord, there is a peculiar fitness in this discussion taking place at 
Dacca. There was a time when Dacca was the emporium of trade in 
Bengal, when its muslins were the admiration of the fashionable world in 
Europe. But its glories are now gone. It would be an honour to this city 
and to its past traditions, if. as the result of this dehate, a new policy were 
to be inaugurated — rich in the promises of an enduring stimulus t<> our indus- 
trial development. It is in this hope and confidence that I have ventured 
to move this resolution.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. BEATSON BELL said:— 

“My Lord. 1 understand that several Ilon'hlc Members desire to address 
the House, but I think it would be convenient, if 1 intervene at this stage in 
order to make it known to all concerned that Government are prepared to 
accept this resolution. We are asked to take measures ‘as soon as it may be 
convenient’ to carry out Mr. Swan’s recommendations. lYobahly we should 
have said ‘as soon as it may be practicable’ instead of ‘as soon as it may 
be convenient,’ but we are not going to quarrel over this phrase, and we are 
quite prepared to accept the resolution its it stands. We both mean very 
much the same tiling, though we express it differently. As Hon’ble Members 
know, 4 chant sad vijtra bahndha vadanti. 

For the last 20 or 30 days we have had a plethora of pamphlets and 
monographs and a plethora of discussions. To-day we are once more discuss- 
ing the old question. 1 freely confess that in all these discussions on the 
industrial development, of Bengal my feelings an* somewhat damped by tw<T 
waves ol thought and 1 am sure that these same waves have a similar effect 
upon the feelings of the members opposite. 

The first wave of thought is this — Do we really want to see beautiful 
Bengal turned into an ugly industrial country, with smoking chimneys every- 
where? We are proud to address Bengal in the words of the poet — ‘ Bande 
Mataram sujalam su/thalam , malayaja-sitalam sasyo-syamalam Afataram.' 
Do we really want to see the hands of the beautiful mother stained with toil? 
Do we want to see her fresh green raiments soiled with smoke and soot. ? Well, 
this is a very natural feeding, natural both to those who were born in Bengal 
and to those who have made Bengal their adopted country. However, we 
cannot let sentimental feelings stand in our way. We must mingle things 
useful with tilings beautiful. The fact is that it is too latetoturn back. We 
are like a man who has entered for a race. Before him, behind him and on 
both sides there are other competitors pressing towards the goal. To stop or 
to turn back is impossible. The man who does so will fall and be trampled 
on. * > , * 

The other wave of thought which damps us when we are discussing 
those things is a feeling that we are passing through a large graveyard m 
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the dusk. We see not only the graves of hundreds of past failures. Still 
more eerie, we see open graves waiting for the bodies of dying enterprises. 
When a small boy goes through a grave-yard in the dusk, he* whistles to keep 
up his c$S|p£ e - W\ x tlial Wt ‘ must also whistle. All of us have done sa 
No doubt? the Hon’ble Mover, when lie writes ariieles on this subject in the 
Bengalee , has often whistled to keep up his courage. I eon fens t hat when 
I signed the chapter in the report of the District Administration (\nnmiltee 
which deals with the industrial development of Bengal. I had to whistle 
loudly, and to tell you the truth 1 feel very much inclined to whistle at ’this 
moment and to ask you all to whistle with me in-chorus. Hut the tune which 
I would ask you to whistle would lit* this * If at first you don’t succeed, try 
try try again.’ We must freely admit that our failures have been many ; but 
^<when we look at other countries, we find that their initial failures were still 
more numerous. For example, take Australia. At onetime it was a purely 
agricultural country, but it has been turned into a great manufacturing 
country. The Australians have worked through countless failures to success, 
and there is no reason why we should not do tin* same. 

I new turn to Mr. Swan’s Report and to tin* recommendations which he' 
has made, and which, as I have said, this Government are prepared to 
carry out as soon as may be convenient. The first ol his main recommenda- 
tions relates to non-agricul fcural co-operative societies. This Council 
accepted a resolution moved by the Hon’ble Raja oF Kakina in favour of estab- 
lishing these societies upon a sound financial basi*. The Dou ble Mover 
is naturally anxious to know what we are doing in pursuance of this 
resolution. We have stmt a copy to Mr. J. X. Mitra, Registrar or Co- 
operativc Societies, and he has taken note of t In* unanimous opinion of this 
house. From his last Annual Report I find that several co-operative 
credit societies of this kind have already been established among weavers, 
and he proposes to extend his beneficent operations among other cottage 
workers. We had a most interesting discussion on this subject at the last. 
Cooperative Credit Conference. I can assure my llon’ble friend that through- 
out the country the members of the co-operative movement have taken up this 
problem with enthusiasm. They hope before many years are past to see * 
two or three hundred co-operative societies of weavers and other workers 
scattered throughout the country. One of tin* chief advantages of these 
societies will be that they will facilitate the working ol the < lovernment 
patronage 1 of Indian industries. 

This brings us to tin* second of Mr. Swan’s suggestions. lie lias 
pointed out that we might do something more in the way of Government 
patronage*. I do not know whether the House realizes Imw strong and how 
clear are the "orders ol the Government ol India upon this subject. The 
latest orders, those of July HH3. lay down as follows : — 
m Buie 1 . — All articles which are produced in India in tin* form of raw 
material, or art* manufactured in India from material produce* ! in India, should, 
by preference, be purchased locally, provided that the 'quality is sufficiently 
gool for the purpose, and tin* price* not unfavourable. 

« Buie 2 . — All articles manufacture*! in India from imported materials 
should, by preference, bo purchased in India, subject, however, to the 
following conditions : — 

(a) That a substantial part of the* process of manufacture of the 

articles purchased has been performed in India. 

(b) That the price is as low as t hat at which articles of similar 

quality can be obtained through the India Office. 

(c) That the materials employee 1 are subjected to such inspection 

and tests as may be prescibed by the Government of India. 

The House will therefore, see that the guiding principles of the Govern- 
ment of India are that when articles are manufactured in India from 
Indian material ^ there should be a strong preference in favour of purchasing 
them here anjtynot elsewhere. In the case of such articlei,* it is not 
necessary that the Indian price should be quite as low as the price in London ; 
all that is required is that* the price should * not be Unfavourable’. It is 
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only when "the articles are manufactured here but the materials are imported 
’ i4hat it is laid down that the price must be as low as the London price. In 
other words, the more purely Indian the article is the stronger is t lie injunc- 
tion to buy it in India, even at a slight, loss. These rules have beeujjjrculated 
to every department. We propose to invite the attention of all departments 
to these rules and to ask them to toll us what difficulties, if any, have been 
felt in carrying out these rules. We realize that the departments of Govern- 
ment are not always in a position to know where they can find Indian goods 
and at what price. In other words, we feel that we are not as fully in touch 
with the Indian market as we should like to be, and we want practical sugges- 
tions for getting ictto closer touch. To show that this is not an imaginary 
difficulty I shall hjfcr,two concrete instances ladnre the House. The House 
is aware that qmnine is sold by Government in glass tubes at all the mufassal* 
post offices. 'These glass tubes are required annually by the Inspector- 
General of Prisons to the extent of 10 lakhs of tubes. Before the war , he 
got t hem from an Austrian firm through the India Office*' at Bs. 9-l a 
thousand. When the war broke out. Colonel Buchanan saw that he could 
no longer get his supply from Austria. He was very anxious to place his 
order upon the Indian market. He* studied a copy of Thacker’s Directory and 
wrote to all the firms, European and Indian, manufacturing glass in India. 
Tilt' lowest offer that he could get was Rs. 62-rt a thousand against Its. 9-1 
which ho had previously been paying. He felt that he would not be justified 
iu paying this very large difference of price and he was therefore compelled 
to obtain his supply from England at Rs. 22-6 per thousand. The House 
will agree that Colonel Buchanan made a genuine effort to carry out/the orders 
of the Government of India in regard to the patronage of Indian industries. 

J was much impressed by the discouraging result of that effort. Therefore, 
when I was last in Calcutta, 1 made inquiries through a friend of mine, an 
honourable member of this Council, as to whether there was any place, not 
mentioned in the Directory, where these glass tubes could be made. As a 
result, my friend and I paid a visit to Harrison Road and there wo found a 
number of cottage- workers making glass tumblers. They had an earthen 
chula , a pair of tongs and a blow-pipe. They wen* working in batches of four 
and they wens making tumblers at the rati* of 100 per man per day. Each 
batch of four was turning out 400 tumblers per day, or in other words, rather 
more than a lakh in the year. 1 inquired from these men whether they 
would make an offer for the contract of quinine tubes and they said that 
they would be glad to consider it. Iam going to Calcutta to-morrow and 
one of the first things that I shall do will 1m* to show one of our quinine 
tubeR to these men in Harrison Road and to ascertain whether it will be 
possible to place the order with them. I have spoken to the Inspector- 
General of dads, and he is still most anxious to place his order with any 
Indian firm, large or small, which can supply tubes at a reasonable price. 
Let us hope that our negotiations will bear fruit. * 

The other concrete instance which I bring to the notice* of the House is 
embodied in a story which His Excellency has permitted me to recount. 
[The Hon’ble Member here displayed a coloured silk handkerchief]. This 
beautiful silk handkerchief belongs to His Excellency Lord Carmichael. * 
His Excellency and his father before him and many other Scotch gentlemen 
have always been fond of this type of handkerchief. They have been 
accustomed to buy them from a firm in Edinburgh. When His Excellency 
was about to leave for India, he told the firm that he would no longer have 
to buy his handkerchiefs from them as he would easily procure them in India. 
When His Excellency came to Madras he sent a specimen of the handker- 
chief to the principal dealers in Madras, but they said that these handker- 
chiefs were probably made in Bengal. When His Excellency came to Bengal 
he made similar inquiries of the dealers in and around Calcutta, including 
silk manufacturers. They all examined the specimen and Raid that they did 
* not know* where it came from but thought it was probably from Bombay. 
His Excellency then inquired in Bombay but the people there said that the 
handkerchiefs were probably made in Burma. His Excellency made 
inquiries in Burma and he was told that they were probably made in Japan. 
His Excellency then applied to the Department of Commerce and Industry 



IMS;] BtsotjuUion* — Mr. Beatson Bell: ^ 43$ 

and sent them a specimen and desired Co know whe^e it was made. After 
several months the reply came that the handkerchief was probably not a 
real Indian handkerchief but was made in the south of France. *Some 
people would have given up the quest in dispoir, hut this is not the habit of 
Lord Carmichaels Having failed in his inquiries in India, he wrote back to 
the firm fdWdinburgh, ordered half a dozen of the handkerchiefs and asked 
them as a favour to telldiiin where they were actually made. The handker- 
chiefs came in due course, ami along with them a letter saying that they 
made in a place called Murshidabad in the Presidency of Bengal. 
If His Excellency had not been persistent in this inquiry, none of us 
would have known that these handkerchiefs were made in Murshidabad. 
Now, if anybody desires to be patriotic and at the same time fashionable, 
I advise him to get a large su| ply of these * Carmichtl^ ’ handkerchiefs 
from the cot rage- workers in the' district of Murshidabad. This story is a 
good example of the difficulty which we all feel in getting intp close touch 
with the producers of Indian goods. 

As Hon’ble Members know, the Department of Commerce and Industry 
recently held an interesting exhibition in Calcutta an 1 published pamphlets 
with price-list a Of course there have been many other exhibitions of tins 
nature, but this was the most business-like. We want to see really business- 
like exhibitions in every distriet of Beiural an 1 we want the promoters to 
circulate business-like price-lists and to keep them up-to-date. This is the 
best way of preventing the orders of the Government of In lia irom becoming 
a dead letter. In t his mat ter our eo-operati ve credit societies will be most 
useful. Let them, wit h the* help of the Co-operative Depart meut. draw Up 
price-lists and send them out to large firms, including Government officers, 
so that all may have information. We have also recommended to the 
Government of India that there should he a trade correspondent in every 
province whose special duty will he to bring the consumers and the producers 
into touch with one another. Lastly, I may say that the Hon’ble Mover of 
this resolution and other publishers of newspapers can he most useful to us 
in this matter by advertising, at preferential rates, the sale of ho tut fide 
Indian goods. 

Another important recommendation of Mr. Swan is that we should start 
demonstration factories in the same way as has been done in Madras. 
We all recognize that in this, as in many other matters we ha\e much to 
learn from Madras. Long before the war Madras lias been active in the 
promotion of Indian industries. Since the war broke out they have 
increased their energies, givingVpeeial attention to ground-nut 'pressing, soap- 
making. glass-making and the manulact ure ol paper-pulp, mutches and 
pencils. We 1J. we are quite ready, we are more than anxious, to start 
similar demonstration factories in Bengal. II any one lias r< ad the report 
of the District Ad m. lustration Committee, he will s<*e that one of 
0 our strongest recommendations is in lavoiir of starting demonstration 
factories. Jn this matter, however. everyone must lecogmzo that tie* first 
essential is that we should have a Director of Industrie**. It i* because 
Madras has got a Director of Industries that it has hei n able to start these 
successful demonstration factories. We have written to the C overturn nt 
of India asking for a Director of Industries and we an* anxiously awaiting 
sanction. We do not care w ho is appointed so long as lie is a trained business- 
man, and a man who will deal sympathetically with the people of this 
country. He may he a Briton, a Colonial or an Indian; tin* only thing we 
st i | ulate is that he shall not he a German. Hie house may want to know' 
exactly what we shall do when we get this man. That will depend on tin* 
policy laid down by the Government of India. If I were asked in my 
personal capacity what I should like to see tin* Director doing, I would answer 
somewhat as follows, still in my personal capacity 1 want to have a 
Director with large funds and a free hand. I want to lay before him all 
the schemes which have been tried in other provinces, all the schemes which 
have been tried in Bengal, and all tie* suggestions which have been made for 
Bengal. I want the Director to travel round the country and to g^t into touch 
with the cot trifee- workers. I want him to start demonstration* wherever 



there is good prospect of success. After his demonstration has succeeded 

I would authorise him, where necessary, to give loans to reliable people who 

propose to follow his example, And if, while all this is going on, we can he 
protected Irom alien competition by a high wall of tariffs, so much the 
better! The Hon ’bio Mover has suggested that I am a fiscal heretic. If 
these opinions are heresy, I. plead guilty. Hut after all, they are ’only my 
personal opinions and 1 fully recognise that we may not be allowed to do 
nearly so much with our Director. Hut at least we have good hope that 

we shall be allowed to make real demonstrations, demonstrations which will 

be of real help to the workers of this province. At the same time I mdfct soifhd 
two notes of warning. The first is that we should not be too ambitious, 
w o should not confine our attention to large factories, but should look with 
a very kindly eye to the small manufacturers, for example, to the weavers 
of Carmichael handkerchiefs and the. tumbler-makers in Harrison Road.* 
Iho second note of warning is this. Do not persist in throwing good money 
after bad. So far the tendency has been to confine attention to the failures, 
and to try to put them on their legs again. I advised you just now to ‘try 
again . 1 hat is still my advice. Hut we must do everything like sane men - 

we must recognise the logic of hard facts. When it has been clearly demon- 
strated that, owm ' to natural causes, climatic influences or racial con- 
siderations. a particular industry has failed and must always fail in Hengal, 
then it is worse then useless to go on with experiments in this particular 
line. If we find that a particular article can be manufactured cheaper and 
tetter in another part of India, it is useless to persist, in manufacturing it 
in Hengal. However high our imaginary wall of protection may be against 
outside aliens, 1 do not suppose anyone in Hengal proposes to set up a wall 
of protection against Hollar or Hombay or Madras. With these two notes 
of warning. 1 turn briefly to the main recommendations which have been 
put before us by Mr. Swan and by the Hon'ble Mr. Runorji. 

First, as regards glass : This is an attractive demonstration 

and perhaps we may ultimately see success. Hut we must remember that 
as far ns we know at present in no part of Hengal can we yet the best kind 
of sand for making glass. The Hand lias to be i.n;or!ed from other part* 
of India. J hat being so, it may well be that after our Director has made 
his experiments lie will advise us that glass is not the best line for Hengal 
1 bo. we should reluctantly give up glass and try something which is better. 
ma.\ mention that my friends m Harrison Hoad were net. using sand as their 
raw material. They were using broken glass collected. I suppose, from the 
rubbish heaps. This would, of course, limit the production of these small 
workers, but, 1 am not yet convinced that they will be unable to supplv the 
demands of Colonel Huchanan, even if they have to use broken glass as their 
raw material. 

Then there is tlm question of hides and tanning. The hide question 
as we all know, is mixed up with the Hermans. We have now got a great, 
opportunity for taking the hide trade out of the hands of the Hermans and" 
putting it hi the hands of Indians. British traders, as I understand, avoid 
Indes. I diet think that tin* profit does not counterbalance the smell 
Hindus have religious objections' to the trade. It is therefore a matter 
between the Hermans and the Muhammadans. I am one of those who think * 
that the right way to make war is to knock your enemy down and then put 
your heel »n his faro and turn it round and round.' The last process is 
mamiy commercial. Me should place our commercial heel on the face of the 
prostrate Hermans and we should not hesitate to turn it round and round. 

\\ e should begin to do tin's while the Hermans are still in Ahmednagar. The 
Muhammadan hide merchants should now bestir themselves and get a firm 
hold of the trade. How this is to be done is somewhat apart from our 
present discussion, but in the eoui se of recent inquiries which had this end 
in view I came to learn certain facts about hides and tanning. In Madras 
they have a series of tanneries all the way from Berhampur to Tuticorin. 

1 he hides whi-h are exported from Madras are the ‘half tanned’ hides 
prepared in, these tanneries. The demand in England is for half-tanned 
aides, and not for the salted or arsenicated hides which are "in the Calcutta 
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market. I made inquiries about the small tanneries in Madras and T found 
that they have been doing well since the outbreak of war. The capital 

required for such a tannery is only about Ks. ^ l)0() W hv cannot W() / 

such tanneries in Bengal ? l am told that there are two reasons : first, that 
the best bark is available in Madras and not in Bengal ; and secondly, that, 
the neutral worker gives less return for his wages than the Madras worker 
These are matters which we must bring to the notice of our prospective 
Director of Industries. It may be that we shall get over the difficulties. 

ra*t l'dfv >el liam ’ ma ^ )av< ‘ to a tanning and confine ourselves to 


I he question of matches and pencils has been discussed by many gentle- 
men. J do not flunk that any one has so far referred to t wo interesting 
publications of the Forest Department. One <»r t hese is the 4 < 'oimnercial 
Guide to the Forest Economic Products of India’, and the other is a 
‘ Monograph on the Prospects of the Match In.lustiy in the Indian Empire 
with particulars of pro a wed Match Factory Sites and Wools suitable 
for Match Manufacture.’ I do not know whether the Hon’lde Mover 
has seen those books. 1 commend them to his study and the study of all 
interested in this question.” 

I h<? Hon bh* BABE SI KENDRA NAI’II BANER.II, interrupting, 
said : — 41 Are these Government publications?’’ 


The Hon’ble Mu. BEATSON BELL 

Yes, t hey are for sale to the public. The price of the first book is 
Re. 1-1- and that of tin* second book is Re. 1. If any one studies these 
books, lie begins to wonder whether after all we are wise in selecting 
matches or pencils as one of the most suitable objects for our experiments. 
We see from these books that if We want to have a really successful match 
or pencil factory, we must have three necessary factors. First, the right, 
kind of wood should la* available in a compact and homogeneous forest ; 
secondly, tin* factory should be mar the forest; and thirdly, the 
factory should be connected by rail or steamer with centres of commer- 
cial activity. 1 nless we have all these conditions co-existing, we are in 
great danger in throwing away our money. I do not want to throw cold 
water on this proposal, but it is quite possible that our Director may advise 
us that until we have a compact and homogeneous forest in a suitable place, 
we should not undertake this industry. At present t lice is a good deal of 
wool mo v or less suitable, but it is scattered through forests of other wool 
and the collection of it is a very expensive process. The Hon’blc Mover has 
refer. ed to tin* experience of Mr. Sailenlra Nath Milra. I have looked up 
his papers and- I find that we did all that we could for him. Ho was dealing, 
he had to deal, with contractors and not direct with the Forest Department! 
What he wanted was ilia 1 the forest Department should guarantee tin* 
* supply of a minimum quantity per annum of a particular kind of wood. This 
the font actors weie not in a position to do, and t|io Fo est Department 
was not in a position to force the contractors to give such a guarantee. 
But the Fo esi Department piomised to help .VI r. Mitra in his dealings with 
• the coni i actors, and the\ still hold out. t hat promise. It. is incorrect to 
suppose that the Forest Department is obstructive. I represent that depart- 
ment in this Council, and I can assure the Hon’ble Member that if any reason- 
able projiosai is put before us we shall meet it. in a reasonable spirit. 

I think I have dealt with the main industries which have been 
mentioned in the course of the debate. The Hon’ble Mover has not. men- 
tioned saltpetre. At present there is a great demand for saltpetre, as the 
world is now shut off from the German supply of potash. This is a glorious 
op|iortunity, but what are we doing ? There are two saltpetre factories in 
Calcutta, but one of them is about to fie closed because, the. owner* are 
quarrelling among themselves. If we want to make real headway in anv 
indust ry, the first essential is that we should trust one another. The fact 
tkat many of our promising enterprises have failed in the past Aus simply 
been due to vfant of business character. I am not hero to preach. My 



Hon’brt friends know the state of affairs only too well themselves. But let 
us not despair. We accept this resolution and we accept it heartily, for 
Government are as anxious as the Hon’ble Members opposite to give a helping 
hand to the industries of Bengal.” 

The Hon’ bio BABU SUREN DRA NATH RAY said 

u My Lord, we are very grateful to your Lordship's Government for 
accepting the resolution of mj Ilon'ble friend Babu Surendra Nath Banprji, 
which I have very groat pleasure in supporting. My Lord, we Benga^s 
must move on with the times if we want to live as a nation and have our 
necessaries supplied bv the manufactured products of our own country and 
not by those of other countries. In these days when we ask for bread and 
receive a stone in return we must give up all sentimentalism and even our* 

TOWftwit W'OTRI* ntm* will have to be converted into 

a place darkened with soot and smoke because the question of the hour is 
how the Bengalis will survive as a nation. 

I must say at the outset that the report qf Mr. Swan on the industrial 
development* ni Bengal not only contains many useful suggestions, but it con- 
tains some, outspoken criticisms on tin* policy of Government regarding the 
industries of the land. It appears that* Government have from time to time 
during tin* last quarter of a century made some effort**- to revive indigenous 
industries. 1 his will appear from the reports which have appeared under 
the auspices of Government. Mr. Collin was entrusted with the preparation 
of the industrial survey and his re »ort on i he existing arts and industries 
m Bengal vyas made 'at the en 1 of 181M). Mr. Gumming was entrusted in 
007-08 with the same duties when Swadeshi movement was at its height 
and now last, though not least, we have the report of Mr. Swan. 

My Lord, tin* history of the industries of India or of Bengal Has been 
for more than a century and a half a sad one. Whether it was the East 
India Company professedly acting as a body of tradespeople, or whether 
it was the Government of India under a Viceroy the policy pursued has been 
the same — hovy best to f »ster British manufacture even though it be at the 
expense of Indian manufactures. 

Mr. John Ranking, one of the merchants of Calcutta, examined before a 
Committee of the House of Commons in J813, testified To tin* prohibitive 
duties imposed ii| on piece-goods, calicoes, muslins and coloured goods 
imported into England and said that tie* real object of these prohibitive 
duties was to encourage British manufacture. 

Speaking of this very place where your Lordship is holding your Council 
to-day, Sir Charles 1 lvvelyan m his evidence before the said Committee said, 

‘ Barca, which was the Manehesti r of India, has fallen otr from a very 
flourishing town to a very poor and small one; the distress there lias been, 
very great indeed.’ 

The testimony of Mr. H. 11. Wilson is unoqui\ ooal. Speaking of the 
industries of India he said : * It is also a melancholy instance of the wrong 

done to India by the country on which he has become dependent. It was • 
stated in evidence (1813) that the cotton and silk gixxls of India up to the 
period could be sold for a profit in the British market at a price from 50 to 
fiO per cent, lower than those fabricated in England. It consequently 
became necessary to protect the latter by duties of 70 and 80 per cent, on 
their value, or by positive prohibition. Had this not been the case, had not 
such prohibitory duties and decrees existed, the mills of Paisley and 
Manchester would have been stopped in their outset, and could scarcely have 
ieen again sot in motion even by the power of steam. They are created by 
Jitfysaorifice of the Indian manufacture.” 

There are the testimonies of Englishmen about the treatment of Indian 
Manufactures when the Government was in the hands of the Company. 
Their treatment after the country had passed under the direct government *)f 
he Crown had been no less fortunate. On pressure being pirt; by Lancashire 

I 
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j^iU^wnerfi upon the then Secretary of State, Lord Salisbury, Lord Lytton 
exempted from duty all goods made from yarns not finer than SO S and all 
yarn# up to 26 S and 42 S mule, whereas comparatively heavy duties were 
impoeed upon fctye cotton fabrics of the Bombay Mills, The members of the 
Indian Civil Service, who then formed the members of the Viceroy’s Execu- 
tive Council, protested against the sacrifice of Indian Finance but to no 
purpose. But the indirect effect of all this exemption, of reduction of import 
duties*and imposition of duties upon cotton-made cloths had certainly been to 
disc^hrage Indian manufature. This is the simple story of how the people 
of India whose, unrivalled manufacturing skill had been testified to by so 
high an authority as Sir Thomas Munroe in his evidence before the Com- 
mittee of the House of Commons beiu x deprive! of their occupations had 
timed chiefly to agriculture. ' 

But cotton industry and silk industry were not the only industries of 
Bengal or of India. For various causes, the sugar, hide and other important 
industries gradually declined till India lias become the exporter of raw 
materials for "other countries to reap a rich havest. Even ships used to be 
built in Tndia* and we read that in 1795-96 six ships as well as large vessels 
were built in Calcutta. 

I have said that for the last quarter of a century Government have been 
taking some interest in the industries of the country, but that, interest has ho 
far been of an aca lernic character. Far from Government helping any indus- 
tries with subsidy as is done in some of the continental countries. Government 
have not thought it fit to extend their patronage to articles of local manu- 
facture by making purchases. We find from Mr. Swan’s report. * a partner 
in a large Engineering firm complained to me that they do not get a chance of 
tendering before indents are stmt to the Director-General of Store's. When 
they got am order, it is for a small quantity required to meet an unforeseen 
demand, or because the amount indented for has proved insufficient. In 
another case I found that certain articles of local manufacture had been 
brought to the notice of tin* head of a department by Mr. Gumming in 1908. 
When the factory asked for an order they received the reply — should 
occasion arise for ‘.he purchase of those* articles locally, your letter will then 
be considered.* Mr. Swan suggests that the fullest opportunity of tendering 
should Ik* given to local firms before indents are sent to the India Office. 
But I think this is not the first time that this suggestion has been made. If 
my memory serves me right.it is nearly a quarter of a century ago that 
tSi r Griffiths Evans from his place in the Imperial Oouneil thoroughly 
exposed these tenders and purchases of articles by the India Office, but his 
criticisms and suggestions fell upon deaf ears. 

Mr. Swan considers (I) insufficient capital, and (2) inefficient manage- 
ment to be t he causes of failure of in lust rial enterprises of this country, hut 
I would put it to another cause also. It is the ext rcirn* apathy and want of 
patronage by Government. 

My Lord, we all must admit that a great, impetus was given to the 
revival of industries by the Swadeshi movement which was synchronous with 
fhe partition agitation. Not only were some of the dying industries revived, 
but new industries were started. According to Mr. Swan, companies for the 
manufacture of pencils, matches and soap, for cotton-weaving, hosiery and 
tanning were floated and the middle classes showed considerable enthusiasm 
.and gave practical demonstration of their interest by subscribing largely 
to these concerns. But unfortunately young men who had absolutely no 
experience of manufactures and industries, or whose practical knowledge 
•consisted in serving as an apprentice in a factory for five or six months in 
Japan or America, thought that they could undertake or be put in charge of 
any industrial enterprise. The result has been that in many cases, machinfljp 
have been brought out, money has been spent in building factories, but men 
have been found to be wanting to carry on the work owing to insufficient 
knowledge, inefficient training and want of business capacity. But # there is 
another cause why the Swadeshi industries which were the outcome of 
of the Swadeshi movement c I 1905 prospered so little. Government were 



— J- 




'* 

in a temper. All movements to-hich savoured of Swadeshi were looked upon 
with suspicion and distrust by Government, and men who had anything at 
stake in the country could not openly take an active part in any of these 
industrial movements. That there were, however, in some instances sufficient 
jastifiction for the unsympathetic attitude of Government admits of no 
question. Hut if industrial enterprises — the outcome of the Swadeshi move- 
ment of 1905-r-had forfeited justly or unjustly the claims to Government 
patronage, other enterprises of pre-partition days, such as the Bengal 
Chemical and Pharmaceutical Works, met with no better treatment at * the 
hands of the Government. While the European druggists of Calcutta had 
orders from Government to supply tinctures and medicines, the Bengal 
Chemical and Pharmaceutical Works had no direct orders from Govern- 
ment except as regards some chemicals. It is a fact well known to many 
that Government issue instructions to the Inspector-General of Civil Hospitals. 
Bengal, now known as Surgeon-General to Government, and Municipal 
dispensaries and hospitals for the purchase of medicines, etc., from particular 
firms. Special arrangements are made for payment to these firms. Has it 
occurred to any official to indent medicines from this enterprising establishment ? 
Similar has been the fate of the Calcutta Pottery Works. Government in all 
countries, specially in India, are large consumers of many manufactured 
articles, and it is but natural that the people who undertake industrial 
enterprises should look upon Government to patronise them, if not by 
subsidising, at least by making purchases. 

The only patronage extended by Government so far has been to give 
a contract since 190# for the supply of pens to, Messrs. Goopta & Co. for the 
Controller of Stationery. I think it was during the Viceroyalty of Lord 
Ripon that Mr. P. M. Bagchi had orders to supply ink to all Government 
offices. The only active form in which the Bengal Government have shown 
Ilnur sympathy towards the industries of the land is by the establishment of 
a weaving school at Seram pore within the last few years. We are not aware 
if Government have given any other practical demonstration of their 
sympathy to improve or to foster the local industries. The Governments of 
Madras and the United Provinces have spent lar£e sums in improving tin* 
industries of their respective 1 provinces. 

My Lord, the recommendations and suggestions made by Mr. Swan to 
foster the industries of the land are not of a far-reaching character. They 
are very simple, and such as would or ought to commend themselves to every 
Government. They are as follows : — 

(1) Co-operative Credit Societies should be established among cottage- 

workers, such its cotton- weavers, silk- weavers and brass- 
workers, so that they may he free from the hands of the 
mahajan. The officer in charge of these societies should 
assist in the purchase of raw materials and in finding markets 
for t the finished articles. 

[2) Demonstrations in the use of improved processes and appliances 

should be giverf at suitable centres. Demonstrations might 
also be given in such matters as the use of the fly-shuttle fflr 
Tusser and silk-weaving and the use of an improved dye- 
stamping machine [or brass work. 

(ft) l«) The Forest Department should make special arrangements for 
the supply of suitable wocxl on favourable terms to such 
industries as matches, pen and pencil-making. 

(b) That State Railways should in certain cases only charge for 
the actual weight of timber carried and not for the full 
capacity of the waggon. 

(4) That Government patronage might be extended more freely than 
at present to articles of local manufactures. 

Soi#e of the above suggestions of Mr. Swan have the support of rccojtj- 
niacd authorities ou economics. Professor Bastabelle in+his book on Public 
Finance lays down almost similar expedients for encouraging industry. 
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There; is one, other suggestion which has not boon made by Mr. Swan, but 
•tt; 18 an important factor in the encouragement of industry. It is the 
encouragement by means of bounties on production, or premiums for the 
establishment of new industries. It is, however, beyond the scone of the 
present Resolution to speak with reference to this matter, and I refrain from 
doing so. s 


My Lord, it is a notorious fact that for a number of years continental 
goods had been displacing British goods in this country. Winter cloths of all 
sorts, matches, soap, glass, pencil, dye. hide which were being sold in the 
Indian market were practically all imported from German v and Wtria The 
British people are essentially tradespeople. One can very well understand 
the steps taken hy them to foster their own industry at the expense of 
Indian industry. But what shall we say when we see that the attitude of 
Government towards tho industries of the country has the effect or at least 
had the effect of indirectly fostering the growth of industries of y,»ur Teutonic 
relations. ihe time has come when the Government should assume a 
different attitude towards the development, of the industries of the country to 
that which they have done in times past— the hour has come when the 

Government should lay d iwn and pursue a settled policy with regard to the 

industrial development of this country. It needs no word of mine to impress 
upon your Lordship’s Government the present sad industrial state <!f the 
country. Ihe cloths that wo wear owrv day ami the nugur which we u»e 
the iron vessels with which we cook our food, the shoes, the soap and other 
articles of everyday use. oven the implements of husbandry, are generally 
of European manufacture. Under the influence of Swadeshi movement some 
of the industries have been partially revived and some fresh ones have boon 
statted, but. the progress made lias not been so far very encouraging. It is 
no doubt upon the honesty, the business capacity the perseverance of our 
own countrymen that the country must look up to for the revival of its dying 
and dead industries or for the starting of new ones. But, my Lord, we’ aro 
handicapped in many ways. What with the duties both here and in foreign 
countries upon the manufactured articles of this country, what with eompoti- 
taon with bounty-fed articles of other countries, tho prospect of our industries 
is not and cannot, be of an encouraging character. The outlook m anything 
but cheering. It, behoves therefore for the Government not t, i remain any- 
more ail idle spectator of the semie. Government themselves are partially 
responsible for the present state of things. If this ruinous war succeeds in 
bringing about the industrial development of this country, in at least displac- 
ini£, German, A u st i ..in and ..Japan goods from the markets of India, and in 
giving work, and b h x 1 to millions of Bengal s population by reviving the 
indigenous Industries, an incalculable go >d would then come out of evil 
and the people of Bengal will bless the days that are to come and bless your 
Lordships Government for having inaugurated an era of prosperity among 
• the teeming millions of a poor and law-abiding people.” 


The Honb’le Dk. NILRATAX SARKAK said: — • 

“My Lord, the present, in lustrial situation in India is one which calls for 
* great watchfulness as well as prompt action on tho part of both the Govern- 
ment. and the people. The disappearance of Germany from the Indian market 
implies a displacement of trade of enormous value, a widespread disturbance 
of the economic equilibrium, which, unless it is guided by far-seeing and 
provident stateinanship is bound to end in disaster. For .Japan's industrial 
conquest of India by mott.ols of peaceful penetration will not be restricted to 
those spheres of interest which have been vacated by Germany ; this invasion 
already a fait accompli , and proceeding by rapid strides, if unpercoived, will 
father an irresistible momentum as it goes forward, carrying everything 
before it,— not merely chemicals, soaps, toys, or other cornnio I i ties made in 
Germany and imported therefrom, but also cotton, siltc. glass, leather, match- 
es, etc., in fact the staple commodities of Indian Industry and of India’s 
•trade with Great Britain, and the real significance of the transfer of trade 
lies deep below the surface. In all the factors which go to build up the 
economic organization of a people, whether geographical or social, in cultural 



traditions as well as in the standard of living, Japan combines the hereditary 
virtues of the East with the scientific acquisition of the West, the fecundity, 
the tenacity, the subtlety of an Oriental stock, with the versatility, the 
progressiveness, the efficiency, the spurt and dash of the most go-ahead 
Occjdential type. And the Japanese will, therefore, penetrate in an Oriental 
country to spheres of interest which the Germans or other European people 
found effectually closed against them. 

And it must always be retnembered that the British economic connection 
* with India has this great advantage that Great Britain and India have in 
one sense been complementary economic units, one predominantly manufac- 
turing, and the other predominantly agricultural; and even as regards 
manufacturing industries the dividing line between large-scale machine 
products and small-scale machine-ctm-hand production is the line which 
will for some time keep Indian and British interests from wide or injurious 
overlapping as well as from irresistible conflict. Japan’s combination of 
haml-power with the power of machinery, of small scale as well as of large 
scale production, of cheap labour with hereditary skill, of low consumption 
with an increasing efficiency, of artistic craftsmanship with mechanical 
manipulative and inventive giftH, — all this has been rendered possible 
because her manufactures have an indigenous agricultural basis, such as 
Great Britain lacks. The unique combination of gifts and advantages gives 
her an irresistible power in the Indian market which she will not, be slow to 
employ,* is in fact even now employing, with marked or rather unmarked 
success. And it ought to he borne in mind in this connection that none of 
the Continental European countries (barring Russia, which does not yet 
count in the tale of economic expansion) has any political ambition possibi- 
lities or spheres of influence in Ibis country, while as much cannot be said of 
the power in the Far East. The question, therefore, of India keeping to 
herself the fields of trade which till recently were occupied by Germany is 
one which neither the Government nor the people can shelve, and it will 
require for its solution tin* prom) t and whole-hearted co-operation of both 
the vast resources of the Government, in organising, financing, ami if need 
be, legislating powei. being judiciously employed in helping and equipping 
the people to meet this new economic situation. 

The economic revolution in India in the last century was the displace- 
ment of the hereditary Indian artisan class by European machinery. In the 
present century a new revolution is threatened. — the fresh displacement 
of India’s hard-earned economic balance by a hardy and fecund race of 
Orientals gifted with Occidental efficiency and resourcefulness, and yet in 
the coming struggle most of the factors arc in India’s favour if only the fight 
is properly led. Indian labour is sufficient in quantity, cheap, teachable, and 
capable of becoming more and more efficient under economic pressure. The 
overseers and middlemen are available ; as also are, in some industries, even 
the trained scientific experts, who require only business experience and 
knowledge of local materials and conditions to become competent guides. 

The raw materials are also thore. lying unutilised, or utilised in a small 
part in the country ; and improvements in agriculture and mining will supply 
whatever finer staples or improved materials may be required for successful 
competition. Private capital, though insufficient, is not entirely wanting, but 
it. is shy and cannot be attracted towards fresh fields ” and new ventures 
without some degree of reasonable security. No doubt in Bengal we are 
Bfmewhat lacking in business ability and instinct, but it is only after many 
odtetly failures, ami much trial and error that we can expect to have in our 
dkfcidst captains of industry, entrepreneurs able to create favourable condition^ 
and command success. The crying evil in this field is that the peop||u* 
ate Without power of initiative and without power of joint action 
organization. It, therefore, behoves the Government, as being the ultimate 
directors in this great co-operative business and joint concern which con- 
stitutes the life of a nation, to supply the organising power, * ^ 

But what stand§ in otfr wayi^a theory or a ghost of a theory, conoam- 
in# the legitimate scope and functions of the Goyernmenfc, a theory which 
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|w ®b(tolete, dead even in E < ngland--iU Home. The theory of laittee 
3, laissez alUf % (rf Jiving things to tnecourse and drift of nature, the 
©8 of competition and of ind^kiuali^tfort, may bo, and no doubt, are a 
»<i ru * e fc» r the ordinary* co.iduot/ef administration, but in all intet 4 
national struggles where the problem is to equip the nation as a unit in the 
Va^rnational struggle, thi^ theory has hopelessly broken down and nowhere 
m6ro so in recent times than in Great Britain, whore the whole trend of 

recent legislative, financial, and administrative activity has been in the 

opposite direction. But Indian conservatism is a har ly perennial ; even in 
the hey-day of Lloyd Georgian finance with its gospel of State Aid and State 
Insurance, the Secretary of State ordered a retreat in India even from those 
spheres of State-aided industry into which a gradual, continuous and success- 
ful advance had been made under a paternal Government keenly conscious 
of its obligations of guardianship fo the millions of artisans. The experiment* 
of the Directors of Industries in Madras had given aluminium and chrome 
leather to the depressed classes of South Indian artisans and they promised to 
be the mothers of a hundred more fruitful industries, but these wore strangled 

in the womb. No doubt we can point to same beneficent Slate institutes 

in aid of industry; Agricultural Research Institutes and Tedm< logical 
Institutes doing research work — even an Advisory Board of Commerce and 
Industr.es with a minister presiding over it. — but only the big capitalists and 
capitalistic organizations can possibly avail themselves of their valuable 
advice and profit by the fruit of their valuable researches ; and the people who 
are most in need remain as helpless ami hopeless as Indore ; for thorn the 
one thing needful is not to be advised but to Go trained to practical work, 
to be shown the way by being led by the hand, and to be supported with 
capital and credit, the sinews of their economic war ; and it is certain they 
will in the threatened economic vicissitudes and revolution drift helplessly 
and aimlessly as before — a disorganized rabble — until and unless the Govern- 
ment give them the lead, the practical driving power, which is their one 
supreme need of the time. 


No distribution of blue-books and pamphlets, no model farming, breeding, 
or seed distributing, no a *ti\ r ities of bureaus or research institutes, no 
technical education in the count rv or provision for such education abroad, no 
labours of Labour Committees, Mining Committees or Conferences will save the 
situation creared by the present crisis. In fact what is now needed is a more 
active industrial policy of Government — the Government should take the 
initiative in organizing such industries as may have a hopeful outlook in the 
present contfrojon of the market and with the available resources at the 
disposal of the country. The methods of Government help and orga- 
nization will vary according to the varying needs of the industries so 
selected. 


S#mc* industries, as sugar and indigo, may require a great deal of preli- 
« miuary experimenting, both as regards the cultivation of crops ami the sub- 
sequent manipulation of the raw material ; and these important industries, for 
which India has special capabilities, can be rehabilitated only if Government 
were to carry the initial experime it al stages to completion so as to place them 
, on a market basis and the 1 make over the concerns to private parties or com- 
panies to fair and reasonable terms. In some industries Government may 
l.clpV^ho supply of the raw material as Mr. Swan points out in hi* Report/* 
The Forest Department may make a nuitable arrangement for the supply of 
suitable wood to industries such as matches, an d pen and pencil making. In 
othe|^ cases, the chief difficulty is to find an adequate market for the maml- 
f&ctured gommoiity which cannot be profitably pro luce 1 except on a U r g$ 
scale, and here Government may help by placing large orders and contract al 
fifing the initial stages, as for example at the Tata Steel and Jron Works!; 
<*Rplher industries, such as those of cotton- weavers, silk-weavers and^yasjL 
fepntders, improved /tools, for example, fly-shuttle loom*, lathes, hand 
machines, may t^s^^plie 1 on a system of lo^p and recovery by instalments* ’ 
. Local demonstrations may he given in the usc of these tools and processes, 
affcid qo-operative credit societies in iv also established an\png cottage- 
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As regards the supply of capital, it may be noted that there af$ important 
^ industries, for example, (lyes, glass-ware, etc., which under present coimitions 
V of competition require larger capital than private individuals in India ar& in a 
position to invest, and joint-stock companiefKas yet do not command sufficient 
credit to raise the money. 

For financing such industries a central bank advancing loans on 
/"adequate security, on cheap terms, should be among the first Concerns 
of the State in India. It is a matter of common knowledge that in France 
and in Japan State Banks such as tin* State Bank of France and the 
Bank of Japan wore originally founded with the object, among others, of 
assisting industry and agriculture by supplying the use of loanable capital 
at a moderate charge to farmers and manufacturers on reasonable securityg 
For some time here in India the project of a Central State Bank ban baCB 
the air ; hut in the various schemes proposed, while such necessary mat! 
the custody of the Government balances and the Government reserves 
adjustment of the currency, etc., have been properly kept in view, I da ]|0f 
notice that one of the primary 7 objects of mch banks in progressive 
countries, namely, the supply of loanable capital to support agriculture and 
industry, lias been at all mooted in the course of the discussion. It will be 
said Jthat this will be within the province of the Presidency Banks. But as a 
matter of fact the Presidency Banks do not serve the primary need of financ- 
ing the indigenous industries. They enjoy many of the advantages of State 
Banks as custodians of Government deposits and balance's and in many other 
ways, but they confine themselves to financing the carrying trade and the 
export and import business and some well-established mills, and their 
resources# though repleted by public funds, are not available for discharging 
some’ of the vital obligations and responsibilities of State Banks. Only tin' 
establishment of a State Bank in India with the object of not only carrying on 
the currency operations but also of supporting the agriculture and^inijastms 
of the country with the use of capital on reasonable security can meet the 
needs of the situation. fV*, *4 

. 

In the same way facilities for transport are necessary in a much larger 
degree than an' now granted by the existing Railway administrations. My 
friend Mr. S. C. (those points out in his note, ‘increased control on the part of 
the Government in the matter of fixing railway rates is required in tht^pubjic 
interest as well as tin* apj ointment of a permanent commissioner to hofif com- 
plaints from the trading interests concerned.’ There have been instances, 
as Sir V. Thackersay once remarked, where equal rates under* equal condi- 
tions have been refused to certain mills and traders. The followrag extract 
from Mr. Ghose’s report will show* the anomalous position in this regard : — 

* According to the East Indian Railway wcale the charge for flottg^or 550 
\%tilests As. 7-2 per maund and over the Great Indian ^enjjpulirtit^way 
As. 8-t. But if the traffic was carried fdr 27$ miles over the East Indian 
Railway and 275 miles over the (|reat Indian Peninsula, t he freight wou^ 

,As. 11 per maund. 1 t * * 

‘ Whatever may bat hough* Qfihe policy of the $tate waking dl railways 

lotifin there can be no dcuftit wj&fclhe control oyer rates should foe assamed 
V^bjT the. Government in the public^ merest. ^ ^ * **J|| 

Anothai impdrtant^ielp |jhi©b the Government ma^ tender fl the develjp- 
***^nent of indigenous Industrie^ would be by the 8ta?i*^jjk*g>f bureaus and 
agencies for the creation and eiroansion of markets in the poiihfcry and abroad. 
* abd in thig jointer we aftiiaot dp setter than follow the example set bar tlfe 
4apA|g?s* Govern m£$t* v w*j#g, 
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b# Hon’ble BAtiU WJRE^H'A "NAffr BAXEHJI said :- 


* T f° rd ’ 1 ( | ( r irt ‘ to n, y th'anks to the Government for accenting 

ryolution. and I am sure the country will be grateful to Vour Excellency* 
Gove^iment for the pronouncement which the Government have made that 
they will do all in their power to help on Indian industries in Bengal bv direct 
effortB. o Only one more comment I desire to make on my friend's db W rva- 
ttoile. The Hon ble Mr Beatson .Bell has, in the course of the debate, said 
that we do not know where we can got indigenous articles. It is perfectly 
true that we have often failed owing to this cause. But the remedy is in the 
hands of the Government ; all that we have to do is to establish a Museum 
for the permanent exhibition of indigenous industries. In suclr an 

exhibition was held in London. The Japanese Gevcrrunenl holds such an 
exhibition for the purpose of the exhibition of Japanese goods. Last year. I 
think. Japanese agents came over to this country and exhibited n lot of their 
00,1 «• This is, my Lord, a metier which the Government should take up. 
gjNy- , : bat , " t w Lou Id start a permanent museum for the exhibition of indigo* 
articles. People would then know where they are made. All that 
formation would also he available to the Government and to the public 
That is a sugagstion which I desire to throw out for the acceptance of mv 
Hon hie frienaT’ 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


reso- 


LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No. 7. 

7. The II on ’hie Babu Ppendra Lai Hay moved the followum 
lution 6 

This Council recommends, to the Governor in Council that t he Oovern- 
mertt-W India be approached with a request to provide funds for the purchase 
and maintenance of a second dredger for the Port of Chittagong. 

^ 

He said 
u Mir Lord, 

\ W l^n replying io an address from the Port Commissioners of Chittagong 
in the/*eara#04, HJs Excellency ttib Viceroy stated that Government would 
issmt them by supplying 1 a dredger to clear the bars for big steamers. 
In fulfilment of tin* promise the Government of India presented the Port 
mth its r»m^ft)t dredger Kamafuli No. 1. This has done good work and 
•hough one dredger was considered sufficient at tho beginning the time has 
some whjgp i* can hardly cope with the demand. ^ 

Excellency visited L’liittagong for the first time in August 

the members of the Chittagong Chamber of Commerce brought to Your 
M^eitency 8 notice the recommendations of a^su I, -committee of experts who- 
id^oopsd the necessity for a second dredger for the Port. Your Excellency 
n reply trfp please^to remark as follows * * j ** 

• . » 'A : 


* ™ me recent gram, oi ij laicas prom rrovincial flHsds. We 

pive you this gmn^tar your dredging and Revetment, allhough we have 
ecel ved nothing towards it from the Government of India * • • * 

*’”?! 4f our to represent your views td 4he UlWonunenfc oFThdja fchb 
all Ustfhe chief gainers by the develogpierit qfJjtofir port. Tf «ppir 

* '* • \ 



port. is to be kept in its present|itete of efficiency, dredging Operations tnust 
continue and the revetment stork ippst be maintained! t ‘ 

At that time Your Excellency was under ,t&e the 

Kama full No. 1 was sufficient for the needs ofthe fort uMtW%ph timers the- 
expansion of trade should attract steamers of a larger" draught. The 
necessity for a second dredger is being keenly felt not merely on acooOnt of 
the expansion of trade but. also in consequence of the rapid shoaling of the 
river at various places. The salt trade of the port has a cdhstant tendency 
to expand, and it will be a matter of surprise to many when I say that ighpite 
of a higher rate of freight for salt to Chittagong than to Calcutta frffip t*he 
manufacturing countries the price of all descriptions of salt has for the last 
few years been considerably less at Chittagong than at Calcutta. And.ypt 
Halt steamers have been the worst sufferers at the former port. The steamers 
Denlatben, Sutlrj and Heligoland , which came to Chittagong with salt 
within the last four months, and the Olive, which is now discharging her cargo 
of sal tat that poll, had all been detained outside the bar in some cases for over 
ten days lor lack of sufficient water at * he bars. Other steamers also had 
similar ’experience, and at nresent agents for sieimiship companies hesitate 
to consider Chittagong as .'import of discharge owing to this very cause. In 
his speech on the last budgerthe Hon’ble Mr. Bayley gave some instances, of _ 
Clan Line steamers being compelled to sail without full cargoes either tcravoi# 1 
being neaped or because of being neaped. Steamers with rice and paddy also 
had similar experience.’ Further evidence is not required to convince Your 
Excellency’s Government about the need of a second dredger for* the port of 
Chittagong. The Hon’ble Mr. Beatson Bell in clewing theOebate on the 
budget on the titli April last referred to the resolution 1 was permitted to 
move in this very hall last year and which Your Excellency’s Government so 
kindly accepted, and he also remarked that he could make no pronouncement 
beyond referring to the said resolution. The public are anxious to know 
what effect has been given to the resolution. The Hon’ble Member paid a 
visit to the port recently accompanied by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley, and both 
found out for themselves what are the things urgently needed. Both of them 
recognized that the present dredging arrangements are clearly defective and 
should be improved as soon as funds can be obtained. Your Excellency also 
during your recent visit to the port was convinced of the urgency of the 
scheme. Your Excellency’s Government are aware of the recommendations 
made by Sir Francis Spring in this connection, and when the necessity has 
been established beyond any doubt the ways and means -to meet it rest 
entirely with Your Excellency’s Government. There is an 'apprehension in 
certain quarters that, the repartition of Bengal has resulted i/f the brushing 
aside of the needs of this port in the interests of Calcutta ; whether it is true 
or not we have the assurance that Your Excellency’s Government ‘always 
have had and always will continue to have a very kindly eye on the nort of 
Chittagong.’ We are thankful for this sympathetic assurance and refring orj 
•it l venture to suggest that the Government of India be moved to come to the 
rescue by supplying the immediate requirements in the shape of a more 
powerful dredger with suitable appliances and hopper barges as asked for 
by the Port Commissioners of Chittagong al a total cost of about 14 lakhs 
of rupees which they would welcome to have as a grant and a£ a loan, 
and also by meeting the costs of maintenance of t lie same. , Ojdi^arise the 
enormous amounts of money already spent for revetment aijidjtpredging as 
w.'ll as the capital outlay for the railway and the terminal jetties will prove 
a sheer waste. 

The Port of Chittagong is yet a young one and wall take sotne time 
t to hecomq, financially strong- Government subsidies have been liberally 
granted fbr its improvements and will have to he continued for some years 
before substantial proofs of return Can be expected. The present income 
of the pbft is pot sufficient to bear the burden of interest charges a«d of 
repayment of instalments of a large loan. Facilities given to oee^n-going 
steamers of h erfv ler draughts will no doubt result in the expansion of trade, 
thereby Seen ring .gcxxS jetuOi in the near future - a reliable forecast cf which 
can not >be given fftjtcsetit by even the best experts in the mweantile Knaf 
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!#*&] lieml u i tons — Mr. fiayley and Mr.Jfrmtson Hell— 

> ' Adjournment. 

Apart from the bemflt derivable by t li*i Port ami the Kail wav, the 
present large adaiti^of about 15 lakhs of rupee* to the Imperial Revenue 
from customs mtfich s^lt alone at Chittagong will justify liberal contribu- 
tions from thq imperial Revenue for the improvement ol r h is port.” 

TJhe Hon’ble Mu. BAYLEY said : — 

‘ “My Lord I beg to associate inys»*lf with the remarks made by the 
Hob Babu Upend ra Lai Kay in moving Ins Resolution m which ho- 
recou^riionds that the liovcriiinrnl ol India he approached with the request 
to provide fund* for the purchase and yearly maintenance ol a second dredger 
for the Port of Chittagong. J n my remarks in thie Council in April of tins 
year I gave reasons to show t Hat a second dredger is urgently required. - 
There in no need for me to repeat what I then said. Also t he 'Port < 'em- 
missionors. Chittagong, have since then had t he advantage of a visit from 
the Hon’ble Mr. Bcatson Bell, who, after impiiring into t ho matter on the 
spot, intimated that necessary funds could onl\ be expected from the 
Government of India. Chittagong has also quite recently had tin* honour 
of a visit from Your Excellency, during which. I think. Your Excellency 
wat* able to inquire yourself as to whether the request for a second dret Iger 
lfc reasonable or not. It is agreed, I think, that the river requires 
immediate attention, and that dredging is the first requirement , and 1 trust, 
therefore, that Your Excellency’s Government will at a very early date 
urge the Government of India to afford the desired relief at t lie earliest 
possible momdltt. 

With these words, my Lord, 1 beg to support the Resolution.” 

The 1 1 on bio Mu. BEATSON BELL said 

“My Lord, I am glad to say that we accept this Resolution. Our letter 
to India on this subject, was under preparation before we received notice of 
this Resolution. \\ e are now in correspondence with tin 1 Port Commissioners 
in order to obtain some further information. 1 need hardly say that wo 
desire to make our reference to India as cogent and convincing as possible.” 

The motion was then put and agreed to 


ADJOURNMENT. 

Th e Council was then adjourned star d/e. 


Jauitta, 

• The (it h August HH~> m 


A. M. HUTCHISON. 

Secretary in the ( # neennuent nj Hen/fnl anti 
Secretary in the lie ay 1 1 Le/jis! at ice t’ouncil. <"/*•) 




I^ro* of the Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled 
V under the P r< ™**ons of the Indian Councils Act , 1861, 1892, and 1909, 
and the Government of India Act , 1912 . 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in Government House on 
Saturday, the 4th September, 1915, at 1 1 a.m. 

Present : 

Hie Excellency the Right Hon’ble Thomas David, Baron Carmichael 
of Skirling, g.c.i.e., k.c.m.g., Governor of the Presidency of Fort 
William in Bengal , presiding. 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Lyon,' c.h.l, Vice-President. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Syed Shams-ul-Huim. 

The Hon’ble Mr. N. i). Beatson Bell, c.s.l, c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Col. \V. R. Edwards, c.b.. c.m.u. 

The Hon’ble Mr. F. ,J. Monahan. 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. Lang. 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. II. Kerr, c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. C. Dk. c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Mr. .J. Donald. 

The Hon’blo Mr. L. Birley, c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Mr. F. A. A. Cowley. 

The Hun’ble Mr. C. H. Bombas. 

T^e Hon’ble Mr. B. C. Mitka. 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. W. Hornell. 

The Hon’ble Mu. C. F. Payne. 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. C. Twidell. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. J. Hilary. 

The Hon’ble the Nawab Bahadur of Murhhidabad, k.c.h.l, k.c.v.o., 
Amir-ul-Omkah. 

The Hon’ble Sir S. P. Sinha, Kt. 

The Hon’ble Raja Hrishikesh Laha, c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Byomkesh Ciiakravakti. 
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448 Oath or affirmation of Allegiance ; Questions and [4th 8$pt. 
. Ansrnrs . 

The Hon’ble Sir Bijay Chand Mahtab, k.c.s.i., k.c.i.e., i.o.m.* 
Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Bard wan. 

The Hon’ble Dr. Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari, c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Rai Radha Ciiaran Pal Bahadur. 

The Hon’ble Mr. E. H. Bray. 

The Hon’ble Mu. A. Birkmyre. 

The Hon’ble Mu. W. T. Grice. 

The Hon’ble Maulvi Mazhakul Anwar Chaudhuri. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi Musharraf Husain. 

The Hon’ble Maharaja Ranajit Sinha of Nashipur. 

The Hon’ble Rai Nai.inaksiia Bam: Bahadur. 

The Hon’ble Raja Mahendra Ranjan Ray Chaudhuri. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur. 

The llon’ble Babu Sijrendra Nath Banerji. 

Tlu‘ Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray. 

The llon’ble Babu Mahendra Nath Ray, c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Babu Uuendra Lai. Ray. 


LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No. I. 

OATH OR AFFIRMATION OF ALLEGIANCE. 

The Hon'ble Mr. l)e made an affirmation of his allegiance to the Crown 


LIST . OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. II. 

STARRED QUESTIONS. 

By the llon’ble RAI RADHA CIIARAN PAL BAHADUR : — 

of * 1 . \\ ill the Government be pleased to state what is the maximum 

pay at which Indians are at present employed on the permanent establishment 
of the Calcutta Improvement Trust, and how many Indians are serving on that 
pay ? 

The Hon hie Mr. DE replied : — 

“The maxium pay at which Indians are at present employed under 
the Calcutta Improvement Trust is Rs. 250 — 20 — 350, with a conveyance 
allowance of Rs. 75 per mensem. There is one Indian serving in this grade at 
present.” 
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By the Hon’ble RAI RADHA CHARAN PAL BAHADUR 

- • 2. Will the Government he pleased to lay on the table a statement B 
showing, department by department, the present monthly expenditure of the u *« 
Calcutta Improvement Trust on account of its Establishment Charges? P™, 

The Hon’ble Mr D£ replied : — 

“A statement embodying the information, for which the llon'ble 

Member asks, is laid upon the table.” 

Statement referred to in the Answer by the llon'ble Mk. Dk to Question No. 2 
{starred) asked by the llon'ble Rai Radiia Chakan Pal Bahai. lk, at the 
Council Meeting of the 4th September. 1915 , showing the p-esent monthly 
expenditure of the Calcutta Improvement Trust on account of its Establish- 
merit charges. 


Chairman’s Office — 

Clerical Establishment 
Menial „ 

Secretary and Chief Accountant 

Secretary’s Office — 

Clerical Establishment 
Menial „ 

Accounts Department — 

Clerical Establishment 
Menial „ 

Chief Valuer’s Department — 

Salary and Allowance of Chief Valuer* 
Salary and Allowance of Deputy 
Valuer 

Salary and Allowance of Deputy 
Valuer 

Valuation Establishment ... 

Survey M 

Drawing „ 

Clerical „ 

Tribunal Staff 
Temporary Establishment 
Menial „ 


Trust Engineer’s Department — 

Salary and Allowance of Trust 
Engineer 

Clerical Establishment 
Drawing „ 

Outdoor „ 

Menial „ 


Estates Manager’s Office — 
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Manager 

Clerical Establishment 
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450 Questions and Answers. [4th Sept. 

By the Hen’ble RAI RADHA CHARAN PAL BAHADUR 

* 3. (a) Will the Goverrffnent be pleased to state what was the pay 

originally fixed for the post of the Chief Valuer of the Calcutta Improvement 
Trust ? 

(b) When, and on what terms, did the present incumbent join the post ? 

(c) What increments did he obtain, and on what dates ? 

(d) What is the salary of the corresponding post in the Bombay Improve- 
ment Trust ? 

(i e ) What was the original motor allowance attached to the post in the 
Calcutta Improvement Trust ? 

( J ) When, and how many times, was it increased ? 

The Horbble Mk. 1)K replied : — 

u (a) (b) & U') In dune, 1912, Government sanctioned the creation, 
by the Calcutta Improvement Trust, of the appointment of a Land Valuer on 
a" salary of Rs. 1,250 a month rising bv annual increments of Rs. 50 to 
Rs. 1,500. Mr. Shrosbree joined this post in January, 1913, the appointment 
being terminable by six months' notice on either side. He was subordinate to 
the Chief Engineer, who was responsible for the preparation of schemes. On 
the abolition of the post of Chief Engineer in April, 1913, the Chief Valuer 
and the Trust Engineer were made jointly responsible for the preparation of 
schemes, and the salary of each was fixed at Rs. 1,500 a month rising by annual 
increments of Rs. 50 to Rs. 1,750. The Chief Valuer has since been made 
solely responsible for the preparation of schemes, and the Local Government 
have sanctioned, upon certain conditions, a proposal to raise Mr. Shrosbree’s 
pay to Rs. 2,000 a month rising by annual increments of Rs. 100 to Rs. 2,500. 

(d) There is no post under the Bombay Improvement Trust corresponding 
to the present post of Chief Valuer under the Calcutta Improvement Trust. 

(e) & (/) Mr. Shrosbree was first granted a conveyance allowance of 
Rs. 75 a month. An allowance of Rs. 100 a month for the upkeep of a motor* 
car was granted from the 25th February, 1913. This has been increased to 
Rs. 150 a month from the 1st April, 1913.” 

By the H nibble RAI RADHA CHARAN PAL BAHADUR — 

* \. (a) Will the Government, bo pleased to state vvliat is the present 
graded pay of tire I babble Mr. Bompas. i.e.s.. in the cadre of the Indian 
Civil Service? 

(/>) What permanent appointment, was he holding before he was appoint- 
ed Chaii man of the Calcutta Improvement. Trust; and what pay was he 
receiving in that appointment ? 

(r) What was the date of his appointment to the Calcutta Improvement^ 
Trust ? On what pay and allowances was he so appointed ? 

(d) What increment, has been so far granted to him since his appointment 
to the Trust, and what were the reasons for raising the salary ? 

(/*) What are the salary ami allowances of the Chairman of the Bombay 
Improvement Trust ? 

The Hoibble Mk. DE replied 

“ («) The H on ’l.lo Moml >er is ret erred to pages 10 and 11 of the Civil 
List for Bengal corrected up to 1st July, 1915. 

(b) Before his appointment as Chairman of the Calcutta Improvement 
Trust, Mr. Bompas was a substantive Magistrate and Collector of the first 
grade (pay Rs. 2,250 a month) and was posted to Howrah. 

(c) Mr. Bompas was appointed to be Chairman of the Calcutta Improve- 

ment Trust with effect from the 2nd January, 1912, on a salary of Rs. 3,000 per 
mensem ptys a monthly house rent and conveyance allowance of Rs. 500 for 
three years. * 
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(d) When Mr- Bompas was reappointed after his first term of three vears 
Government took mto account all the circumstances of the case and considered 
it detunibte to exercise its powers under the proviso to section 11 of the 
Calcutta Improvement Act. 


(e) It appears from the Bombay Civil List that the Chairman of the 
Bombay Improvement Trust draws a salary of Rs. and a conveyance 

allowance of Rs. 100 a month. 4 


By the Hon’ble RAI RADHA CH ARAN PAL BAHADUR 

* 5- («) \N 'ill tiie Government he pleased to state whether it is a fact 

that, in acquisition cases before the Land Acquisition Collector of the Calcutta °* 
Improvement Trust, the officers of tin* Trust send tu the Gollector their own l T ' t 
estimates of valuation ? f 

(b) Will the Government be pleased to state whether or not an inter- 
change of views takes plan** between tin* otlieers of tin* Trust and the Collector 
in respect of acquisition cases regarding valuation of which the claimants 
concerned have no notice, and whether or not such interchange of views, if 
any. is in accordance with the provisions of the law ? 

The Hon bh* Mi:. BJRLEY replied : — 

! a) “ Yes. 

(b) The procedure which is followed is described in tin* Special Land 
Acquisition Collector's letter No. 321 L.A.. dated <>th May, 11114, addressed to 
the Chairman of the Calcutta Improvement Trust, which letter has been 
reproduced on pages 97 and 9H, Appendix H of the Annual Report on the 
Operations of the Calcutta Improvement Trust for the* year 1914 LY The 
Governor in Council is advised that the procedure is legal," 

By t la* double MAHARAJA KAN A JIT SIXIIA or NASHIPPR 

* t». > o) I las t he at t en lion <»| I he ( Jnvrrnnieni lu*en drawn to the ease 

of t he abduct ion <>l a respectable Hindu gul by some Muhammadans m ,,n 
the village of Bhmval Darra ; ? 

i 1 Is it the ease that several similar outrages have recently been 
committed in Bengal ? 

* 

(/’) II so. will the Government be pleased to state wluu «■*! eps ( if any ) 
t hey have taken, or are taking, to put a stop to the occurrence of these 
out rages ? 

Tin* Hun’hlc Mi*. KKRR replied : — 

A case of abduction was reported at the end of July from a 
* village mimed Bhadun in the Dacca district. Thel’acts are disputed and tiie 
case is still under inquiry. Government are not aware that any similar ease 
has occurred in the village of Bhowal. 

(b) Cases of abduction have occurred within the last few months in the 
Jamalpur subdivision of the district of Mynieiisingh. In answer to a ques- 
tion asked by the Hon hie Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur a memorandum 
was laid on the table at the meeting of this Council held on the 2ffih July last, 
giving particulars of six cases in that subdivision. 

(r) As was stated in answer to the question of the I Ion hie Rai Radha 
Charan Pal Bahadur, the local officers are fully alive to the necessity of taking 
prompt and vigorous action for t he suppression of crime of this nature." 

By the Hon’ble BABU UPKXDKA LAL KAY:— 

* 7. (a) Will the Government he r^fehd to state the number of stations 

on the Assam-Bengal Railway lines and the names of the stations on that p,<i 
Rail way which have platforms for passenger? ? J** 
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(&) Are the Government aware of the representation* made from time to 
time to the Assairi-Bengal Railway authorities for providing Sitakund, Barab- 
fetind, Comilla, Chandptir, Noakbali and other important stations with plat- 
forms, and of the result of those representations ? 

(c) Is it a fact that every year during the Shivaratri mein and on other 
religious occasions pilgrims from various parts of India visit Sitakund and 
Barabkund and many of them also pass through Chandpur station ? 

((/) Will the Government be pleased to ntate whether it is in contempla- 
tion to construct platforms [or passengers at the important stations where 
they do not exist at present ? 

(e) II so, when is the work likely to he accomplished ? 


The Hon ’Me Mic. COWLEY replied : — 

" ( a) In Bengal I here are f>7 stations. Of these, two have raised 
platforms, viz., Chittagong and Lakshain. 

(b) Cntil the Hon’hle Member put this question, the Local Government 
were not aware of any such representations. They have since learned that 
Mich representations ha\e been made to the Railway authorities. 

(r) Idle answer is in the affirmative 

{d) & (r) The Railway authorities do not at present propose to construct 
raised platforms at any other station ” 

By Hie Hon’hle BA BC CPENDHA LAL KAY — 

* H. (a) Will the Government hr pleased to state whether the mnth 
(monument ) at Rajnbnri. in the district of Bacea. is included in tin* list o! 
monuments under the /V ncii-n t Monuments Preservation Art ? 

(h) Are tin* Go\ eminent,' aware that this monument has | , n* several 
generations been serving as an important landmark he* the loeality? 

Will tin 4 Government he pleased to state what net ion lias been taken 
to repair and maintain this monument ? 

The I Ion hlr Mr. HE replied 

“ ((f) The mnth at Kalahari, in the district of Barra, is not included 
in the list of monuments under the Ancient Monuments Preservation Act 

(b) The answer is in the affirmative. 

p*' Tilt* mnth has hitherto hern repaired by Baja Srinatb Boy.” 

By the Hon hie BAIR’, ITKNPBA LAL BAY | 

* 9. (<i) In view of the rejdy ol the Hon hh* Mr. Gumming to the 

question asked hy the Hon hit* Itai Prasanna Kumar Hay Bahadur on tin* 26th 
March, 1911. will the Government he pleased to state whether any recom- 
mendation has been made by the Inspector-General of Registration on 
behalf of any Sub-Registrar for promotion to the Provincial or Subordinate 
Civil Service ? 


(h) If so, wit li wbat result ? 


The Hon’ble Mu. KERR replied : — 

fc ’ (a) Last year the Inspec^General of Registration recommended 
two Sub-Registrars for appointment as Sub-Deputy Collectors. 

(ft) Tl\e claims of these two officers were considered, but it was not fouitd 
possible to appoint them.” 
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By the Hon’bie Dk. KILRATAK SARKAR 


* 10. (a) Are th# Govern mem aware that reports published in tlie Press 

from non-official sources describe the greater part of the Brahnmubana Sub- 
division and a considerable part of the Sadar Subdivision. in the district 
of Gomilla. to have lieen flooded in a very serious manner ? 


Fl<# 
Co mill 
NoakL 


( b ) W as the estimate of two hundred and fifty square utiles, as being 
the extent of the flooded area in Comilla. made by (invermiioni before or 
after the Iasi floods which occurred in those areas ? 


(r) What is the present state of the floods in ("bntilla and Noakhali ? 

(f/) Is it a fact that a portion of the ('huudpur Subdivision has since 
the date of the Hon’bie Mr. Bcatsou Bell’s statement, been flooded ? 


The Rouble Mi:. BIHLKV replied 

(a) 44 Yes. 

(b) Floods rose in the district of Tippera, particularly in the Brahman 
baria subdivision, on three distinct occasions — in the beginning of June, the 
beginning mf July and the beginning of August. The estimate of 2o0 square 
miles was made after the second rise The area now seriously flooded is about 
360 square miles. 

(r) Apart from comparatively small areas, which are recehing the atteii 
tion of the local officers, the condition of the whole of Noakhali, and of the 
Sadar arid Chandpur subdivisions of Tipjtera, is now normal. In Brahman- 
baria the condition is more serious. The area of this subdivision is 7;VJ square 
miles. It is physically similar to tin* adjoining district of Sylhet in Assam 
It is low lying and comprises many large brrls, locally known as haurs The 
main crops in the subdivision, taken in order of sequence, are as follows •- 
lioro rice, which is transplanted on the edges of the hours m February and is 
reaped in May; mis rice, which is sown in April and reaped in July, jute, 
which is sown in April and reaped in August and September, barsiu/I rice, 
which is sown broadcast in the haors in April and reaped in November and 
December; transplanted aman rice, which is transplanted m the higher lands 
in August and Septernlier and reaped in December and January, and rabi 
crops (mustard, pulse, etc.), which are sown soon after the rairts have subsided 
and reaped in the spring The first rise in the floods (June) occurred after the 
boro rice had l>een reaped and while the ans rice, jute and barshitl rice were 
standing. The second rise (.July) occurred when the at/s rice was alrllost ripe 
and the jute and harsh t/ 1 rice were still standing. The third rise (August) 
occurred at the time when, in normal years, the reaping of jute logins, the 
barshul rice is about half grown, and the seed beds are lieing prepared for the 
transplanted aman rice All the crops of the year, wdtb the exception of tin* 
boro rice (which had been reaped l>eforo the floods came) and the rabi crops 
(the time for which has not vet come), were therefore i/fTected to a greater or 
less extent. At present the estimate is as follows : — 

Boru rice — 


Good crop reaped l* r » 

Indifferent crop reaped 3 

Total ... 18 

Jute — 

Wholly destroyed .. ... . . 36 

Indifferent or poor crop being reaped ... ... ... 24 

Fair crop being reaped ... ... ... 31 

Total ... 91 
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Barthul rice — 

Wholly destroyed 

Indifferent or poor crop standing 

Fair crop standing 


Transplanted a man rice — 

Transplantation now hopeless 
Transplantation doubtful 
Transplantation certain 


[4ni 8m, 

Square 

mile*. 

'..7 ... 220 

... 50 

... 20 

Total ... 290 


80 

150 


50 


Total area normally transplanted ... 280 


(d) Yes. In the middle of August floods rose for about a week in the 
Matlab thana of Ohandpur subdivision. The area affected and the damage 
done were comparatively small. Floods also rose for a few days in the same 
subdivision towards the end of August, but no damage has yet been reported.” 


By the Hon’ble 1 )r. NILRATAN SAUK Ail 

Government *11. IVr) Have the Government ascertained the number of persons 
relief m tin w j ar( , j n actual need of agricultural loans and of gratuitous relief in the 

dwtrentieu nrean. , ,, ^ ^ 

distressed areas t 

(b) What is the number of persons who have been provided with loans 
and what is the average amount of loan given to each individual ? 

(r) What is the number of persons now in receipt of gratuitous relief 
given by Government, in each district and subdivision ? 

\d) What is the amount of money actually distributed by local authorities 
since the 2(>tli of duly last for the purpose of — 

(?) agricultural loans, and 
(a) gratuitous relief. 

in each subdivision of the t wo affected districts ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. 1 HR LEY replied 

(a) “ Apart from Brahman haria subdivision. then* are com- 
paratively few people still in need of agricultural loans or gratuitous relief. 
Their cases are all being attended to. In Brahmanbaria subdivision it is 
estimated at present that 30,000 households will ultimately requir? agricul- 
tural loans and 2,500 households gratuitous relief. The local officers anxi- 
ously considered the time at which loans and gratuitous relief could, with most 
benefit, be distributed by Government. Owing to the agricultural conditions 
already explained they came to the conclusion that the main distribution 
should begin in September. Lists of recipients are now complete and large 
distributions from Government sources will lx* made from now’ onwards. 
Meanwhile urgent cases have been dealt with by private charitable organiza- 
tions, assisted by Government officers. It will he convenient to state here that 
up to date the Commissioner of* Chittagong has received Rs. ft,00,000 from 
Government for agricultural loans and Rs. 50,000 for gratuitous relief.* 
Whatever further grants are necessary will be made. Apart from purely 
Government grants, Rs. 20,000 has been allotted from the Joy Govind Law 
Trust and Rs. 3,000 from the Ram Lai Mookerji Trust. Both these trusts 
are administered by the Revenue Secretary of this Government. 

(/•) The households which have already received agricultural loans are as 
follows : — 


DUt riii 


SuUlivihion. 

NmnWr of 
houMehoMK. 

loftu. 

Rs. AS. 

Tippera 

... 

Sadar 

Chandpar 
Brahmanbaria ... 

4,345 

4,108 

1,334 

7 4 

7 0 

6 1 

Noakhftli 

... 

Sadar 

6,732 

7 12 



Feni 

3,1*2 

<8 12 


v 
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Except in Brahmanbaria, the distress was of short duration. The future 
loans in Brahmanbaria will be on a larger scale. 

(c) In the Noakhali district and in the Chandpur subdivision of Tippcra 
no person is now receiving gratuitous relief from Government, though many 
received it while the distress lasted in those areas. In the Sadar subdivision 
of Tippera 702 persons are now in receipt of gratuitous relief from Govern- 
ment. In Brahmanbaria subdivision, as already explained,, the distribution 
of Government money in gratuitous relief is just beginning, but Government 
officers have been assisting in the distribution of rice and money subscribed 
from private sources. 

(d) Since 26th July the following sums have been distributed : — 


District. 

SulHii vision. 

Agricultural 

Orntuitouh 

• 


Iojiiik. 

n*luf 




R». 

Tippera 

Sadar 



Chandpur 


• 


Brahmanbaria 


473 

Noakhali 

Sadur 

V>;>0 

1,7.VJ 


Feni 

<; i 

71 " 


* FUtuna* uot n^-plnwl. 


By the Hon* bio l)u. NILRATAN SARKAR 

# 12. Have the Government taken any measures for the distribution of 
a man seedlings in those areas where crops have been destroyed b\ Hood ? 

The Hon’ble Mu. BI R LEV replied 

“ It has been ascertained by inquiries in the villages that aman seed- 
lings are available* locally in sufficient quantities. In the harsh a l area there 
is of course no question of seedlings. In the area normally under transplanted 
aman the difficulty does not lie in the availability of seedlings but in the doubt 
whether the floods will subside from the fields in time. Only a portion of 
the seed beds were flooded. Some cultivators have seedlings in their own 
homesteads, while those who have not will be able to purchase them from 
Kasha and Hill Tippera. The cultivators prefer this arrangement, and 
one of the main objects of the loans which arc now being distributed is the 
purchase of seedlings/’ 


By the Hon’ble Du. NILRATAN SARKAR 

* 13. (a) Js it a fact that some cases of suicide, owing to distress, have 

taken place within the district of Comilla ? 

(h) Have any deaths, which can be traced directly <>r indirectly to 
starvation, occurred in the month of August in this district ? 

The Hon’ble Mu. BIRLKY replied 

(a) “ Yes, three cases of suicide, duo directly or indirectly to 
^distress, unfortunately occurred in the district of Tippera. Two of the 

victims were married women and one was a boy of 12. 

(b) No, so far as Government can ascertain. 11 

By the Hon’ble Du. NILRATAN* SARKAR 

* 14. (a) Are the Government aware that the poorer hhadralok classes 
in Eastern Bengal are mainly dependent on agricultural rents, and that, 
owing to the low price of jute last year, they received no rents from their 
tenants ? 

(£) Are the .Government aware that the ordinary measures of relief 
organised by Government do not usually reach these classes ? 

• (c) What special, step* have been taken by Government to afford relief 
to them ? 


IHstriiui 
amnn ace 
tin* amt 

iTUpM lilt 
destroyed 


Alleged 
from hiiii 
hLio viil ion 
dinlrict of 


IteUef 
fw Hirer l 

in 
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The Hon’ble Mr. -BIRLEY replied : — 

(a) *' Taking the Hindu bhadralok classes as Brahmans, Baidyas 
and Kayasthas, the Hon’ble Member will see from the Census Tables that in 
the Chittagong Division about 14 per cent, are dependent on agricultural rents 
and 86 per cent, on other sources. Collections of rent were generally short 
in 1914-15, but it is not a fact that no rents were collected. 

(, b ) Government are aware that many members of the bhadralok classes 
are averse from applying for gratuitous relief from Government, though they 
have less hesitation in receiving agricultural loans. 

(c) As regards members of the bhadralok classes, who have land and who 
require agricultural loans, the local ollicers have been instructed to give them 
loans as readily as they would do in the case of cultivators of other classes. 
They have also been instructed to make special inquiries to ascertain the Cases 
of landless members of the bhadralok classes who are in real distress and who 
are prepared to receive gratuitous relief from Government.” 


By the Hon’hle Dr. NILRATAX SAR1CAR':- 


Qra.it of relief *15. Will the Government l.< 
v tlie Itiija of UiH given to their tenants bv the Raja 

• Ik. a . . . * 


pleased to# 8t«te whether relief has been 
of Hill Tippera, the Sarail Kstate in 


7- - r> ■ - - - ,■ ,i - • ii — - 

ippera aucljothor J5 ra | jlnail brifia, now under the (’ourt of Wards, and other zamiudars, both 
mmim urn. jg n»Hident and non-resident, in the districts of Tippera and Noakhali ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. HIKLKY replied 

44 The Uaja of Hill Tippera, the Sarail Wards’ Kstate. and some 
other zamindars of Tippera and Noakhali have given relief to their tenants.” 


Hy the Hon’ble Dr. NILKATAN S A K K A K 

Tout amount* * 16. Will the Government be pleased to state the total amounts of 
if money given in money given in agricultural loans and gratuitous relief on 1 lie occasion ol the 
griculturul Ioann |j ()(H j H j u p im l wail and Midnapur in 1913? 

lid grutuitoiiH rn- • 

lef on the omi- 
iou of the Hoodn 

r. Bur.lwu" nn.l T | Hon’ble Mr. B1ULKY replied:— 

lidnapur 111 1 ‘Jlo. 

*• On the occasion of the floods in 1913, Rs. 45,518 was spent by 
Government on gratuitous relief and Rs. 13,500 was distributed as agricul- 
tural loans in the district of Burdwan, while in the district of Midnaporc 
Rs. 20,165 was spent by Government on gratuitous relief and Rs. 2,13,662 was* 
distributed as agricultural loans.” 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS. 


^ By the Hon’ble MAULAI A. K. FAZL-LL-IIAQ : — 

Accommodation of 1. Will the Government be pleased to state the number of Muhammadan 
tuoMt£ “ “ * d * " students in the various colleges in Calcutta, class by class, and also to state 
how these students are accommodated in the matter of hostels? 


The following answer by the Hon’ble Mr. DE was laid on the table : — 

“ A statement showing the number of Muhapmadan students in the 
various colleges in Calcutta, class by class, asff|||fr §m|»r accommodated In 
hostels ip laid on the table.” 
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Statement referred to in the Answer by the Hon'bi.k Mu. De to Question 
No . I {unstarred) asked by the Hox'blk Matkvi A. K. FARi.-ri.-HAQ 
at the Council Meeting of the 4th September, 1915 . showing the number 
of Muhammadan students reading in the different classes of Calcutta 
colleges and giving jiarticulars regarding their residence. 


Name of Coi.i.eoe am> Clacks. 


1 NiuiiUt of Nmuln-r of 

v . , e 1 s! iuU*nt« stmlriit* rom«l 

NuiiiIht of . .. , . Nnmlu-r 

, , . iiij; in llm ilukri iiitr hi t lit* . 

1 1 ll Min Ml 111 111 IIM .if utm ,.nt. > 


.. i , nip in ib«- Bukn iii^t hi tli«‘ r . 

Mtihumuimiant* , .. • , of Hfmleiit# id 

, , ami Klliott iirw l« iuiM*rnr\ , , * , 

1(1 too Has*. ... ... • ( ullvm* llodto U. 

MmlraHJili Hos- <»o\«-rumcnt 

, tola ' 


1 

•> 



4 

Presidency College. I 

lrtt y»*ar r.A. 

21 

r» 



Jut „ I.Sc. 

17 

, r » 


1 

2nd I.A. ... . ,... ! ’ 

27 

11 



2nd ,, l.Sc. 

H , 

o 



3rd „ H A. ... ! 

IS 

10 



3rd H.Ne. .„ " ... f' 

2 

1 



4t li „ H.A. ... ... J 

21 

<1 

I 



4th „ H.bc. 

11 

2 I 


t 

,*>th ,, 

«> 



j 

f »t h 

r> 



i 

Bet hone ('o! lege 




j 

j 

David II are Training ('allege 

4 





St. A’aner's ('allege. 

lHt year I.A. 


12 


] 

1 ! 

Iat ,, I.Sc. 

r> 




2nd .. I.A. 

:.i 

10 


1 

2nd „ l.Sc. 

t*» 




3rd K.Sc. 




; 

1th „ H.Sc. 

1 

1 




Bishop's College ... 







St. Paul's Cathedral Mission 

( ' allege . 1 

2nd year cUu>b - 





4th „ „ 

# Scottish Churches C allege . 

i 




lat year I.Sc. 

4 





2nd „ I.A. 

1 





L.M.S. College , Bhowanipore 





City College. j 

1st year claa< 

49 ! 




2nd „ „ 

i\3 





bi 




4th „ 

42 






Bangabani College, 


Ut year claiw 
2nd t1 n 
3rd „ 

4tJ» .. 
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Name or Collkub and Clashes. 

Xutnlier of 
MulunnnmdanH 
in the class. 

Number of 
students resid- 
ing in the Baker 
aud EUiott 
Madrasah Hos- 
tels 

Number of 
students resid- 
ing in the 
new temporary 
; (Jovernmei.t 

1 Hostel. 

j 

Number 
of students in 
College Hostels. 

* 1 

2 

3 j 

4 

5 . 

University Law College. 

1st year class 

37 




2nd „ 

35 ! 

I 



3rd „ „ 

47 





119 



30 # 

Ilipon College. 


! 

i 

- i 

i 

1st year class 

! 41 

i 

* 8 

3 

2nd „ „ 

19 


4 j 

3rd „ „ 

i 16 

M 

1 

1 

4th „ „ 

i 31 

i 2 

3 

3 

Central College , Calcutta. 

| 

1 

* 

► . ^ 

♦ , 

1 


1st year class 

! 

1 

1 ...... 

j 


2nd „ 

IK 

i 

o 



Of tlin tIV MulmintUiuUn utiirtmiU, SO 
Ui«’tr iruunUftitii or in otlmr 


*ru ttft'otivniMl it-ml iu tin* I.iw Toll •!<•* *' No a. Mirxajmr tilrW and 


Hy i lie* IIoiThlo MADIA I A. K. PAZL-t L-11AQ: 


the rwt are It* I DR 


jlatsd a|>iMilutmpiii« II. Will till' (imwilIWMlt l)i' pleased to stati — 

rmanently tilled l>v . . 

amber* of \w f| |P number of li.sted appointment s temporarily or permanently 

•o vin cial^Hor v i(x> 1 " filled hy members of tilt* Judicial branch of the Provincial 

Service wince the 1st April 1912 ; 

(It) t.ht* names of the officers selected to till those posts ; and 
(r) how many of those officers wore residents of tin* Presidency and 
Hurd wan Divisions, and how many were residents of the Dacca, 
Chittagong and UajshalrtJJi visions^ * 

The following reply by tin* Hon’ble Mu. KKKU was laid on the table : — 

•* (a) (A) A statement containing the information is laid on the table. 

(c) The twelve officers resided or reside — 

3 in the Presidency Division, 

4 in the Burdwan faivision, 

3 in the Dacca Division, 

1 in Bihar and Orissa, 

1 in Assam. 


Statement referred to in the Answer by the Hox’ble Mr. Kkrr to Question 
So. II ( unstarred ) asked hy the Hox’ble Matlvi X. K. Fazl-ul-Haq 
at the Council Meeting of the 4th September , 79/5, showing the list of 
officers holding listed jmts of District and Sessions Judges . 


1. 

2 . 

3 

4. 

5 


Name. 


1918 (.81 nee April). 

Place of residence. 


Mr. Syed Nurnl Hada ... 

Barada Charan Mitra 
*tai Rajendra Nath Datta Bahadur 
Mr. Abdnl Majid 

Raj Krishna Banarji 


Patna (Bihar and Orissa). 
Presidency Division. 

Assam. * .. % $ 

Burdwan plvlsloii. 
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1913. 

^ an,e * Place of reaideucc. 

Mr. Barada Charan Mitra. 

Rai Rajenura Nath Datta Bahadur. 

Mr. Abdul Majid. 

Rai Sarada Prasad Sen Bahadur ... Dacca Division. 

*1 Pankaja Kumar Chatarji Presidency Division. 

Bahadur. 

Mr. Annada Charan Sen ... Dacca Division. 


1914 , 

Mr. Barada Charan Mitra. ' 

„ Abdul Majid. 

Rai. Sarada Prasad Sen Bahadur. 

„ Pankaja Kumar Chatarji Bahadar. 

Mr. Annada Charan Sen. 

„ Hari Prasa^ma Mukharji ... Burdwan Division. 


1916 . 


Mr. Abdul. Majid. 

Rai Sarada Prasad S^n Bahadur. 

„ Pankaja Kumar Chatarji Bahadur. 

Mr. Annada Churun Hen. 

10. ., Bhagahati Charan Mitra ... Burdwau Division. 

11. „ Chandra Kumar Cliaiarji ... Dacca Division. 

12. [„ Sarada Prasad Bakshi — Offg.],,. Burdwan Division. 

By the Hon’ble RAI NALIXAKSHA BAS J BAHADUR 

III. (aj Is it ii fact that persons whoso educational qualifications an* 
inferior to those of some of the Sub-Deputy Collectors already in service 
have been appointed to posts of Deputy (\>1 lectors ? 

(h) Will the G overnment l>e pleased to state why the claims of these Sub- 
Deputy Collectors have been overlooked ? 


The following reply by the Hon’blo Mu. KERR was laid on the table 

u (a) It is a fact that . Sub-Deputy Collectors have higher 

academical qualifications than some Deputy Collectors. 

( b ) The clajms of these Sub-Deputy Collectors have not been overlooked. 
Under rule 4 of the rules for the recruitment of the Provincial Civil Service, 
ordinarily 35 per cent, of the number of appointments made in any one year 
are filled by the promotion of officers who are already in Government service. 
The number of Sub- Deputy Collectors who can be promoted to be Deputy 
Collectors every year is thus limited. In dealing with the promot ion of officers 
already in Government service, more consideration is given to good work than 
bo academical qualifications.” 

By the Hon’ble RAI NALIXAKSHA BASU BAHADUR:— 

TV. AVill the Government be pleased to state whether the scheme for 
:he supply of filtered water to the town of Asansol has now been completed 
uid, if 80 , when the work is likely to be commenced ? 


The following reply by the Hon’ble Mu. DE was laid on the table : — 

* Two alternative detailed schemes have been submitted to Govern- 
ment and are under consideration. Work cannot be commenced until it has 
taen decided which scheme will be adopted. It is hoped that a beginning will 
i>e made duringftbg dSunrent financial year.” 


Ajipoii 
|»r>nt* of 
WtoiA 


Supply 
water to t 
A«*nitol. 
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By the Hon’ble RAI NALIXAKSHA BASU BAHADUR — 


Upkeep of road* 
vitnin tin* jnrisdic- 
ion of thf AaansoJ 
*ooal Board. 


V. (a) Will the Government be ] leased to state — 

(0 what was the annual cost of establishment maintained for the up- 
keep of the roads within the jurisdiction of the Asansol Local 
Board, calculated for a period of two years, before the Board was 
empowered to administer the income which it received from the 
road cess, and 

(ii) the yearly establishment costs for the upkeep of the said roads for 
a similar period after the Board was authorised to spend its 
revenue independently ? 


(b) Will the Government also be pleased to lay on the table a statement 
showing the names of the roads lying within the jurisdiction of the said Board 
and the expenditure incurred on each of them for the periods of two years 
before and after the Board was empowered to administer its own income ? 


The following reply by the Hon’ble Mu. DE was laid on the table : — 

u A statement giving the information asked for by the Hon’ble 
Member is laid on the table.” 


Statement referred to in the Answer bq the Hon’ble Mr. De to Question 
No. V (mist ar red) asked hi/ the Hon’ble Rat Nalinaksiia Basct 
BAHADUR at the Council Meetinq of the 1th September , 1915. 


Pebl’uivtion ok Charge. v 


Cost of c.itulduhmciit maintained 
for l ho upkeep of the* road* 
within the jurisdiction of tin* 
AhuiihoI Local B<»ard (hiring 
; I i* 1 1-11* ami 11)12-18 before 

the Boufd was empowered to 
ndmifiiatei the income received 
from the road eea*. 


Coat 0 of establishment main- 
tained for the upkeep of the* 
roads within the jurisdiction of 
the Aaanaol Local Board during 
1918-14 and 1914-15 after the 
Bonn! wan authorised to speud 
its revenue independently. 


' 

1911-12 j 

. 

1» 12-13 - 

1913-14 

1914-15 


Rs. 

R.s. 

its. 

Rs. 

Engineering Establish- 
ment. 

4.012 

t 9,097 

18,283 

1 

1 

19,623 


* This includes oost of supervision by District Engineer 

t Although the road-cess collected in the Asansol subdivision was handed over to the Asansol Local Board 
with effeot from pi* 1st April, 1918, the Assistant Engineer and Ins staff no w working under the Asansol Local Board 
were appointed iu November, 1912, in order that the engineering work of the subdivision might be property organised 
before the extra funds were banded over. This accounts for the increased charges in 1912*18. 

t 
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Names or roads 

WITHIN THE AfUNEOI, 

Local Board. 


Expkmoitor k ikci rrkd ok each or THE 

J'J 1 * W L TR,V THE Jt RIHIHCTtOK 09 

BA T iu»Vii L< * A 1 Board rkkohk the 
Board wa» empowered to administer its 

OWN INCOME Dl Hi N't; — 


1912-13. 


KXPKXDITI RE IXfl RRKI* OK EACH or THE 

, ,V,N ° wm,,N the jettummoN or 
n . , i H V - ’ ,i,H i, ‘ Board after thi 

B »RD W \B EMP ‘W KURD To ADMIN lit KH ITS 
OWN INCOME lURlXu — 


i 

‘3 

1 


t 

A 

1 


• Panafrar-KlAmbazar Road 
1C PanaKaf-Diimodar Road 
11 Rajhnudh-Oopalpur Road 

11 Rafftinnathchak Forr> 
Road 

13 It a i) I g a n j - Monjrolpur 

Hoad. 

14 Kanir»nj-Snri Road 

16 F l t a r ampur-Nlamntpui 

Hoad. 

17 Harakar Feodor Hoad ... 

18 Aaauaol-Domoliani Itoad 

19 Rauijraiij-lJntnohani Hoad 
10 Clod il- Bon ball il Hoad 

21 Durjrapni -Kuldlali Road 
*2 IbirEapiir.Damodar Rond 
23 HaibnndK-Danvi.lar Hoad 
47 Radhanairnr-Miu r t n r i » 
Road. 


lta. 

IU. 

lit. 

Ha. 

It*. Ha. 

8.07* 

833 

So* 

3.07* 

833 

Soft 

94 

2.747 

841 

66 9 

2.771 9.124 

«41 

569 

206 

206 


417 

417 

1.330 

1.830 


1.605 

1.505 

7.292 

810 

9.386 

*10 

13,076 

7.0*6 

890 

10.16? 6,804 
89o 


(Darla to Pimrapole 
Hoad (not Included In 
the ached tile of roadnD 
I’amhlfa* hla-Panurla 
Hoad (not included in 
the schedule of roads i 
— Jamii'la-Ninara Hoad (not 
Included In the schedule 
of road* i. 

Viu.AoE Hoads. 

Thann Asnntol. 

I IVunohanl Chilrulia Houd 

4 Tloniohani-I.altran i Hoad 

5 Hainan i-'-aindlh Hoad . . 
« Hupnaraupur-.Samdlh Hoad 

7 8 a I a n p u r • Itupnnranpur 

Itoad. 

8 (J. T. Rond Niamtitpur 

Hoad. 

10 Rthora-l,alr*nj Hoad 
1* Asauaol-Hadhanatrnr Hoad 

15 1* a n c h H a« hia-C’hw liuria 

Road 

16 Dhadka-Mauara JUrwd 

17 rihadkn-f'hlchurta Road 

18 Kali pa liar la- Darimdar Hoad 

19 Kfhorad. opal pur Road 

27 Baraka r-Hupnaranpur 
Road. 

35 Samdlh-Jamaheria Hoad 
Than* Iianigan) 

1 Janxiria-Nandl Road 

2 Kttrnarhaxaar.N upnr Hoad 

8 Ra k t a r natfar-Ma<Uupur 
Hoad. 

4 Oodal-Dakhinkhand Road 

5 Khandra-Ckbra Road 

6 R a n I r a ii j -Baktlarnaffar 

Road , 

8 K|tra*Bahib«rani Road 
18 Kkra-Jaruurla Hoad 
41 Chorulia to Hirer Ad;o' 
Road. 

Than* K aisa . 

1 Malandlghi Aiaj-Malandi- 
Ebl Kuldea Road 
8 Oopalpur Village Hoad ... 

8 Aralarora Babnahera 
8 Sham par Amlaiora viA 
Nawdla. 

Satkahooa Road (not 
scheduled h 

Nachan Rhlrlnet Road 
] (not arhadnled). 

Achra-PanuHa Road .(not 
. erhodoJed). 

• 1 Minor work* ~- 
f I ditto 

• * Villa** rmk (detail# not 

: available) maintained 
under the u p e r r to lbn of 
t the District Board. 


2.086 
4 7s 
462 


11.210 

4*8 

462 


IU. 

6,663 


2.129 2.129 


418 

6.2?i» 

6.826 

3.546 

591 

817 

1.5*6 

2.050 


4 I K 
6.229 
6.442 
3.646 
691 
HI7 
1.586 
2,050 


43? 
6.460 
6.706 
4.498 
69 j 
43s 
600 


43? 

6.6*4 

6.706 

4.49* 

696 

43s 

6oo 


8.171 

40 V 

313 

3.794 
6.766 
2. 129 
*90 
26* 
306 


13.976 

409 

813 
8 , 66 3 
6.766 
2.129 
890 
26 H 

805 


17.66* 

699 


48 

(Daria Finder Hoad 


652 

552 

49 

Kalipiharl Fender Hr»ad ... 

238 

689 

922 

61 

«1 

Domolianl-Gnut andi Ho id 
Durfraput-Dakhink h n u d 
Hoad 


8.716 

5.716 

64 

PandaroNwai Fis-der I'oad 


116 

115 

71 

lUulfMlij Leper Aav lutu 
Hood 


189 

189 

74 

Mt-irampur-Halanpur Hoad 

6,062 


6.062 

75 

FRarampur-Samdi Roar! ... 

9.530 

... 

9.683 

76 

Pita- amour- Kthora Hoad 

-3.849 


3.849 

77 

Ktlioia-Ilhadka Hoad 

9.269 

... 

9,269 

78 

A*-iiMOl*r>l>adka lload 

1,691 

... 

1,691 


... 

1, 162 

1.163 


1. 10* 

1.10* 



55* 

53* 


294 

294 


... 

292 

292 


1.064 

1.064 



2.019 

2,019 


923 

uvt 


... 

79 

79 






1 18 

11* 


646 

646 



♦97 

497 


602 

60V 


1.610 

58* 

2.048 


8.0*3 

2.0*6 

919 

7.626 

677 

H.8o; 

49* 

1.779 

2.277 


669 

... 

669 


466 

466 


7.530 

... 

7.530 

4.939 


4.939 

9.02? 

1,976 

... 

1.976 

1.23? 

253 

1.603 

1.141 

1,316 

" 

1,316 





2.727 

... 

3.727 

8.678 


8,67* 

10,279 

1,010 

... 

1.010 

2.6*9 


2,689 

4.648 


57* 

38* 

ir* 

44* 

1.376 

8.6 V* 

214 

341 

4.611 

I4.I7« 

2.666 

TV! 

191 

163 

6.434 

936 

19* 
1.3 V 3 


*36 

4?s 


1.773 8,449 

1.795 


6.129 

3*8 

171 


63 

232 

1.636 

2.146 

72* 


1.601 

1,219 


4.467 6,647 1 1.124 7J84S 7.919 14,774 


H. 91T 

934 

111 

22.179 

14.673 

I. 666 
791 
194 
161 

6,414 

936 

198 

1.323 


63 

231 

3.614 
2.146 
7f* 
9.021 
9.1 1H 


10,179 

4.649 


1 39 

139 


... 


66.1 

6*8 

1*4 


INI 

1*4 

184 

1,4?.' 


1.4?* 

409 

999 

.1. 19? 


8.19? 

3o(J 

H*o 

6.523 


6,323 

6o 

60 


60 

30 

263 

l.OVMi 

100 


100 


42* 




161 

151 





3.449 

1,829 

... 

1.8*9 

9* 

9* 

261 

... 

261 


1 , 7 96 

679 


579 

V34 

334 




97o 

3,844 

7.210 


7,210 

86 

86 




209 

*09 




? 1 9 

249 


,, 


174 

174 


76 

76 

49 

49 

... 

49 

49 

11 

It 


... 


706 

703 


174 

’*74 

265 

266 

1.204 


1,704 

656 

636 

3*7 


3*7 

86 

86 




»J» 

913 

6,737 


*.767 

76 

76 

60 

40 

100 

162 

162 




183 

966 

499 

139 

*3* 



1,221 


1.1*1 



106 

... 

*06 

Mil 

Ml* 

4,16* 

... 

4.16* 


OBAJRI Total 17,9*8 66.887 ; 84.760 47,104 47,481 94.786 41,019 46.646 97.4*1 94.107 ; 68,990 1.88,817 



'Alleged difttreuft in 
be district of Bakar- 
»nj. 


Filllng«up of the 
tcanciea in the post* 
1 Deputy Sanitary 
Dmmfmiionera in the 
urdwan and Proai* 
moy Division* 


Splitting up of 
te juriwlidion of 
* Muhammadan 
arriage Registrar 
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462 Question and Answers. [4th Sept. 

By the Hon’ble CHAUDHURI MUHAMMAD ISMAIL KHAN 

VI. (a) Are the Government aware that there is widespread distress 
amongst the mass of the population in the district of Bakarganj, especially 
in the Subdivision of Patuakhali and south of the Pirojpur Subdivision ? 

( b ) Will the Government be pleased to state what measures they are 
taking to alleviate this distress ? 

(c) Will the Government be pleased to state the amounts of loans, if 
any, sanctioned and advanced to the raiyats ? 

The following reply by the Hon’ble ^1 k. BIRLEY was laid on the table : — 

(a) 44 Government are not aware that there is widespread distress 
amongst the mass of the population in the district of Bakarganj. 

There was a partial failure of the winter rice crop in Bakarganj district 
in the year 19141 5, and this resulted in some distress during the first half of 
the year 1915, the most affected areas being the Sundarbans in Patuakhali 
and Pirojpur Subdivisions, and portions of thanas Mirzaganj and Bakar- 
ganj. A good crop of autumn rice is being harvested and the distress, which 
was at no time very severe, is now nearly over. 

(/;) While distress was prevalent, Government were informed of the 
situation and the following measures were taken to alleviate the distress : — 

(1) Government sanctioned the suspension of Rs. 1,70,000 of rent in 

the areas under direct Government management; 

(2) agricultural loans were distributed; 

(3) the Bakarganj District Board took up special work in the affected 

area with a view to providing employment; and 

(4) concessions in the shape of free passes for wood-cutting were 

granted to distressed raiyats in the Sundarbans Colonization 

area, and Rangoon rice was distributed as advances. 

( c ) Rupees 43,000 was sanctioned by Government for agricultural loans 
and Rs. 39,000 was distributed.” 

By the Hon’ble CHAUDHURI MUHAMMAD ISMAIL KHAN 

VII. (i a ) Is it a fact that, of the four Deputy Sanitary Commissionerships 
in Bengal, two posts, namely, those of the Burdwan and Presidency Divisions, 
have remained vacant since the departure of the permanent incumbents of 
those posts for the front ? 

(b) Are the Government considering the question of allotting the duties 
of the vacant posts to the two Deputy Sanitary Commissioners of the Dacca 
and Rajslnahi Divisions ? 


The following reply by the Hon’ble Mr. DE was laid on the table : — 

* 4 (a) The reply to the first part of the question is in the affirmative. 

(ft) Government are considering the question of appointing temporary 
officers as Deputy Sanitary Commissioners of the Presidency and Burdwan 
Divisions. It is not considered possible to allot the duties of these posts to 
the Deputy Sanitary Commissioners of Dacca and Rajshahi Divisions.” 

By the Hon’ble CHAUDHURI MUHAMMAD ISMAIL KHAN 

VIII. (a) Will the Government be pleased to state whether they have 
received any note from the Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Gaznavi regarding the 
advisability of dividing the present jurisdiction of the Muhammadan Marriage 
Registrar of Dacca into three separate and independent charges ? 

(6) If so, what action (if any) have Governnient taken in the matter ? 
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The following answer by the Hon’ble Mu. HI RLE V was laid on t he table 

44 Government have received no note from the Hon'hlc Mr. A. K. 
Gaznavi regarding the advisability of dividing the present jurisdiction of the 
Muhammadan Marriage Registrar of Dacca into three separate and 
independent charges. At a meeting of the Permanent Committee for the 
supervision of Muhammadan Marriage Registrars and Kazis in Bengal, held 
in Calcutta on the 8th April, 1914, a proposal to divide the present jurisdic- 
tion of the Marriage Registrar of Dacca and to open an additional Office at 
Keraniganj with jurisdiction over thana Keraniganj was approved. The 
District Registrar did not support the proposal and the question was again 
considered at a meeting of the Permanent Committee held at Dacca on the 
18th August, 191o, and it was resolved that no steps should l>e taken for divid- 
ing the jurisdiction of the present Marriage Registrar.” 


By the Iion’ble BAHT SCR EXP R A NATH RAY:— 


IX. (a) Arc the Government aware that, from want of definite 
instructions, the District Boards find it difficult to spend the amount derived 
from the Public Works Cess in improving the snpjdy of goo 1 drinking water 
in villages, and for other sanitary improvements ? 


Expem 
the Publ 

Ct«HH by 
Board* oi 
improved 


(J* ' Are t he Government considering t lie desirability of issuing instruc- 
tions to all District Hoards as to how the amount derived from Public Works 
Cess should be spent ? 


The following reply by tin' Hon’ble M it. DP was laid on the* table : — 

(a) 4 The answer is in the negative*. 

(b) District Boards have been informed that Government consider it a 
matter of importance that they should set apart a substantial sum from their 
increased resources for the sanitation of villages and small towns, for the 
improvement of water-supply and for anti-malarial measures. A copy of the 
Circular (No. 388-92 M., dated the 7th February, 1914) is laid on the table.” 


No. 488-9:* M., dated Calcutta, the 7th February, 1914. 

From — The Ho.n'hlk Mh. H. F. Samm an, i.< .s.. Secretary to the Government of 
Bengal, General Department, 

To — The Commissioner* of the Dacca, llajshahi, Chittagong, Presidency ami 
Burdwun Divisions. 

I am directed to refer to Government t Irdei No. 980 T. — M., dated the 4rd Novemhei , 
191 3, addressed to the Accountant-General, Bengal, copy ot which was forwuided to you 
with Memorandum No. 981 — 85 M. t dated the 4rd November I9J4. It was stated therein 
that Government had decided to surrender the Public Works cess to District Boards 
Unconditionally for the present year. In coining to this decision the Governoi in Council 
was influenced by the consideration that District Boards are in an exceptional position to 
gauge local requirements, and to determine accordingly to wjiat specific purpose this 
addition to their income can most profitably lie devoted. While leaving the District 
Boards a free hand in the expenditure of this income for the current year. His Excellence 
. in Council desires to impress upon them the importance of setting apart a substantial sum 
for the sanitation ot villages and small towns, lor the improvement of water-supply and 
for anti-malarial measures. 

2. Instructions have already issued regarding the measures to be taken foi provid- 
ing a pure water-supply in the interior. The question to which I am to invite special 
attention at the present time is the prevention of malaria. The value of quinine as a 
remedy for this disease has been abundantly proved, liut the efficacy of the drug is largely 
dependent on the adequacy of the quantities in which it is administered. The attention 
of Government has been directed to the fact that the average quantity of quinine 
administered to each patient in District Board dispensaries falls far short of the minimum 
necessary for effective treatment. The Inspector-General of Civil Hospitals has now 
issued instructions to all Civil Surgeons to see that in future adequate quantities of 
quinine are given in all cases of malaria. Compliance w ith these instructions will involve 
considerable additional expenditure. This is a legitimate charge upon District Boards 
and should be met without difficultv out of their increased resources. The w ide prevalence 
of .malaria in this Presidency ancl its baneful effects on the people have, long J><*en 
recognised, and th$ importance of taking adequate measures for the prevention and cure 
of this disease cannot be overestimated. The Governor in Council trusts that District 
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Boards will realize the pressing necessity of bringing within the reach of the people a 
mode of treatment pronounced to be effective after continued research by competent 

person s ^ ^ ^ request that you will communicate the wishes of Government in this 
matter to all District Boards within your division. A copy of the Circular ^o. 31, dated 
20th August 1913, issued by the Inspector-General of Civil Hospitals to all Civil Surgeons, 
is appended. 


Circular No. 31, dated Calcutta, the 20th August, 1913. 

From — L ieutenant-Colonel W. R. Edward^, c.m.g., m.d., i.M.e., Offg, 

Inspector-General of Civil Hospitals, Rengal, 

To — All Civil Surgeons. 

Thk. Malaria Committee liavc brought to the notice of Government that, 
according t,o the result of careful investigations made hy the two Malaua 
Research Officers employed in til's province, the amount of quinine given to 
patient* who apply for treatment, at Government dispensauas ih entirely 
inadequate to cure even mild case* of malarial fever. This statement is 
supported by figures for various districts. 

2. The Committee also stall- that the failure of the quinine given to 
relieve patients of their fever symptoms is one of the main reasons why 
quinine is looked upon with such disfavour by the people generally, and this 
is borne out by the fact that patent medicines, which contain large doses of 
quinine and are sold at a much higher price, find a ready market. 1 his 
attitude of the public in regard to the efficacy of quinine is a great drawback 
to attempts to improve the general health of certain tracts of the country, 
and in the opinion of Government, steps should be taken to remove it at 

° nW 3. Although there are many problems which have yet to be decided on 
the sullied of the treatment of malaria with quinine, there can be no doubt 
whatever that, no good results are likely to be obtained by the administration 
of inadequate doses of the drug. Kven mild cases require about HO grains and 
more malignant cases considerably larger ; quant itms before recovery can be 
expected While Government have no wish to interfere with the treatment 
of patients bv medical officers, they desire it to be distinctly understood tl.at 
all patients 'suffering from simple uncomplicated malaria should receive an 
adequate amount, of quinine sufficient, to cure them of the malady. In their 
ease the amount of quinine to be given should ordinarily be never ess than 
80 grains or one “ treatment ” of quinine. The " treatments which consist 
'of 20 tabloids each of 4 grains in test tubes will be supplied to dispensaries. 
These tubes should under no consideration be o icned. and at least a whole 
test tube should be given to each patient who requires treatment by quinine. 
In eases of children 80 grains of quinine are unnecessary, but even m these 
cases a full 11 treatment ’’ should be given with suitable instructions and the 
parents may be allowed to retain what is not require 1 of the treatment 
for future use. 1 am to add that these instructions do not in any w.ay inter- 
fere with the discretion of the medical officers to make use of a diaphoretic or 
a salim* purgative as well as quinine. Separate Register should be kept for 

malarial eases. 


reaching of the 
macular in 
ropean Sohool* 
• g^rl*. 


By the Hon’ble Mb. W. 1. GRICE : 

X (a) In view of paragraph 18 of the Resolution on Indian Educational 
PolieV issued by the Governor General of India in Council on the 21st 
February 1918, will the Government be pleased to state whether they are 
considering the desirability or making it possible for the girls of the 
domiciled community to serve in Indian vernacular girls schools in Bengal, 
provided they are conversant with the vernaculars of the country i 

(/,) Will the Government also be pleased to state— 

(,•) which European schools for girls in Bengal provide instruction in a 
vernacular ; and t 

> (»Y) ^iow many girls are studying the vernaculars in such schools ? 
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Mr. Beat son Bell. 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking snob steps 
may be necessarj* to raise the standard of the teaching of the vernaculars 
in European schools for girls in this Presidency ? 

The following reply by the Hon’ble Mk. DE was laid on the table : — 

fa) 44 Government have not considered the desirability of making it 
poesiole for the girls of the domiciled community to serve in Indian vernacular 
girls’ schools in Bengal. The supply of teachers for European schools is 
inadequate. 

(b) A statement giving the desired information is laid on the table. 

(c) The answer is in the negative.” 

Statement referred to in the Answer by the Hon’hle Mil. 1)K to Question 
No. X ( unstarred ) asked by the Hox'ble Mr. \V. T. (Juice at th* 
Council Meeting of the 4th September. 4915, showing the list of 
Schools for Europeans and Anglo-Indians which provide instruction 
for girls in an Indian Vernacular according to Manager s returns 
far 1914-15. 


School. 


| ClllHM of 
I Hcliool. 


< inuh*. 


Nmnlu'r of jjirl* 
taught no 1 ti«liaii 
\ oriitioulur 
iun^ua^r. 


1. Welland Memorial School, 
Calcutta. 

Mixed ... 

Secondary 

20 

2. St. Andrew's Colonial Homes. 
Kalimpong. 

Do. ... 

Higher Element- 
ary. 

;>o 

8. B.-N. Jiail way European 

School. Khargpur. 

Do. ... 

Ditto 

10 

4. St. James’s Parochial School, 
Calcutta. 

Dov 

Elementary 

2 

5. European Day School, Lil- 

Do. ... 

Ditto 

(i 


iooalj. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEMS Nos. 3 and 4. 

THE BENGAL DECENTRALIZATION BILL, 1915. 

The Hou’ble Mr. Beatson Bell presented the report of the Select Com- 
mittee on the Bengal Decentralization Bill, 1915, and moved that the said 
report be taken into consideration. 

He said : — 

44 My Lord, 

I present the report of the Select Committee on the Bengal Decentra- 
lization Bill, 1915. The House will be glad to see that our report is entirely 
unanimous. When I introduced this Bill at Dacca there were indications 
that the clauses relating to the Bengal Munici|>al Act would be somewhat 
contentious. In Select Committee we followed the wise adage that when 
you meet a difficulty you should look it straight in the face, and then pass 
on. In other words, we decided that, as the Bengal Municipal Act is 
shortly to come up for general revision, it would be better to postpone the 
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consideration of those amendments until that general revision is undertaken. 
We took the same lino regarding certain amendments of the Partition Act, 
that standing dish of ‘ Commissioners’ Conferences 

As 1 foreshadowed at Dacca, we have inserted some amendments of 
the Cess Act, which were not in tin* original Dill. These are of a non-con- 
tentious nature. 

u Lastly, 1 should explain, in accordance with a promise given in Select 
Committee, that I have re-examined the item which relates to the confirm- 
ation, under section .10 of Bengal Regulation VII of 1822, of settlements of 
land revenue. I find that the case stands as I thought. It has always been 
the practice that settlements of land revenue should bv confirmed by a higher 
or lower authority according to the amount of land revenue concerned. The 
existing rule is embodied in paragraph 707 of the Settlement Manual. The 
object of the present amendment is to enable (iovermnent to replace a non* 
statutory by a statutory rule. No new question of principle is involved. I 
again congratulate the House on the fact that our report is unanimous.” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Beatson Bell moved that tin* Bill be passed. 

He said : — 

‘‘As no amendments have been moved, I beg to move that the Bill as 
amended by the Select Committee be passed. ” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

LIST OF BUSINESS— -ITEM No. 5. 

THK BKNUAL SMOKE-NUISANCES (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1915. 

Tiik Hon’ble Mr. Beatson Bell moved for leave to introduce a Bill to 
•amend the Bengal Smoke-nuisanceft Act, 1905. 

He said : — 

My Lord, 

I move for leave to introduce a Bill to amend tin* Bengal Smoke- 
nuisances Act, 1905. 

To those who art* condemned to live in towns there is perhaps no 
greater misfortune than the absence of the pure air of the country. The 
ruler who does something to purify the air of a groat city is a real benefactor 
of his subjects. The city of Calcutta, the second city of the Empire, is under 
many obligations to Lord Curzon ; but one of the greatest of these obligations • 
lies in the fact that Lord Curzon took real steps to purify our air. * It is to 
him that we owe the establishment of the Bengal Smoke-nuisances Commis- 
sion, constituted under the Act of 1905. That Commission has been working 
for 10 years and has a record of g<xxl work of which any commission might 
be protfd. But these ten years have shown us that the Act is defective in 
several particulars. The present Bill is a practical attempt to remove these 
defects. The Bill is accompanied by a full statement of the 4 Objects and 
Reasons ’ of all our amendments. I need not go over them in detail, but I 
will briefly draw attention to a few of the main points. 

In the first place, the word 4 furnace ’ is so defined in the present Act 
that hotels, clubs and similar institutions are free from the attentions of the 
Commission. This is obviously a serious defect. We therefore propose, 
following the precedent of Bombay, to bring these institutions under the Act 
while still exempting fireplaces used in private houses for bona-fide domestic 
purposes. 
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In the next piace, we propose to empower xhe Commission to approve 
the plans of any furnace, flue or chimney ’ before it is erected or altered. It 
i* no real kindness to allow a man or a company to erect a furnace of 
defective construction and then fine him because the furnace is a public 
nuisance. It is better for all concerned that the defect should be pointed out 
at the earliest possddc stage. Prevention is better than curt*, and very much 
better than the Police Court. 

Another point in which the Act has been found to be defective relates 
to brick kilns an 1 lime kilns. The Commission lias already power to regulate 
their erection, but it has no power to regulate the use of kilns erected before 
the Act came into force. This defect we propose to remedy by the insertion 
of the word 4 use ’ in section 6. 

We also ask for increased powers in the matter of coke-making in open 
places, and we propose to declare (which seems to be quite reasonable) that 
the Inspectors who work under the Act are * public servants’ vested with 
the privileges and liable to the duties which attach to such servants. 

I have left to the end the one clause which may be, but which I trust 
will not ber controversial— namely, the clause which deals with the present, 
'close time’ for ocean-going steamers. Everyone who walks along the 
Strand Road must have been struck by the volume of smoke which is often 
pouring from the funnels of steamers about t. > leave the port. As the law 
now stands, ocean going steamers are altogether exempted from the operation 
of the Act for a period (to be fixed by Government) prior to their leaving the 
port. This period has actually been fixed at two hours. It has been found 
by careful observations that although the process of Htoking preparatory to 
departure lasts about 24 hours it is during the two hours of statutory ‘ close 
time' that the pollution of the atmosphere chiefly occurs. We have ascertained 
that in no port in Great Britain do steamers enjoy any statutory ‘close tini * ’. 
For the entire period of their preparatory stoking they are liable to the 
ordinary law. As a result., t lit" stokers practise careful and scientific stoking 
during the whole period. It is doubtless due to this fact, that the liners 
which ply between Calcutta and Groat Britain are seldom among the offenders 
in Calcutta. The stokers of these steamers have learned to be careful while 
in Great Britain, and in spite of the fact that they have a ‘ close time ’ in < Jalcutta 
fchev seldom take advantage of the fact. For this, they deserve and should 
receive the thanks of the citizens of Calcutta. Other ocean-going steamers 
have, I regret to say, been less considerate. For several years past the matter 
has attracted tin* anxious attention of the Smoke Commission. It was pro- 
posed in 1912 to amend the law by withdrawing the ‘close time.’ As a result 
the stokers became more careful and the percentage of bad offenders — those 
emitting what is technically known as ‘ scale 6 smoke ’ — dropped to U per 
cent. We were in hopes that legislation would not be necessary, but tin* 
E©ar of an amendment in the law apparently passed away and since then 
things ha\V gone from bad to worse. i In* table of bad otlenders is as 
follows : — 


June, 1912 ... 

September, 1913 
March, 1914 
September, 1914 
March, 191a 
September, 191a 


5*0 per cent. 
.VI 
UK! 

20 m; 4 
20*1 

222 7 „ 


If we take the average emission in minutes 
scales of smoke we fined similar results : — 

June, 1912 
September, 1913 
March, 1914 
September, 1914 
March, 1915 
September, 1915 


p -r hour of the three densest 


Mj* minuted per ho ir. 
1*47 
1*52 


... 2*5 

... 2*2 
... VI* „ 


r» 

*♦ 
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I shall not weary the House with further statistics, which are neces- 
sarily of a technical and smoky character. The figures which I have 
already quoted will show that we have not acted in a hurry. After anxious 
consideration we have come to the conclusion that the ‘close time * should be 
withdrawn and that steamers should be governed by the ordinary law during 
the two hours in question. That is to say, they will be-governed by rules 
framed under the Act just as factories are governed all the day, and just as 
steamers are now governed at all times with the exception of these two hours. 
We can assure the steamer companies that the rules which we propose to 
frame will not he harsh or unreasonable and they will be framed after con- 
sultation with the companies concerned. We are aware that in the course 
of the preliminary correspondence the Bengal Chamber of Commerce has 
opposed this amendment and has urged the retention of the ‘close time.’ This 
attitude of the Chamber is somewhat remarkable. They have two representa- 
tives on the Smoke Commission. These representatives have joined with 
the other members of the Commission in urging Government to abolish the 
* close time and yet the Chamber has taken the oj posite view. Be this as it 
may, we know that the purity of the air of Calcutta is as dear to the members 
of the Chamber as to any other citizens of Calcutta and we appeal to 
them in all confidence to assist us in doing whatever is right and reasonable. 
1 do not yet ask that this Bill should be sent to a Select Committee. It is 
desirable that i ll public bodies who are interested, including of course the 
Chamber of Commerce, should see the Bill in its final form and should 
consider it very carefully. The Bill will therefore be circulated for opinion 
and at a future mooting of tin' Council I shall ask that it he referred to a 
Select Committee.” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEMS Nos. 6, 7 AND 8. 

RESOLUTIONS 

{under the Rules for the discussion of matters of general public interest). 

The Hon’hle Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL-IIAQ was to have moved 
the following resolutions : — 

1. “This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that sieps 
be taken to provide* special travelling allowance rates for 
district sub-registrars and district joint sub-registrars in the 
districts of Bakarganj. Farid pur, Noakhali and Chittagong.” 

“ This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that steps 
he taken to provide floating dispensaries lor the Eastern Bengal 
districts of the Presidency.” 

“ This Coifncil recommends to the Governor in Council that all 
existing circulars, relating to the extension of the appointments 
of Muhammadans in certain branches of the public service, bew 
made a| plieahle to all departments in the public service ; 
and that all heads of departments he directed to submit 
quarterly reports on the working of such circulars, and that 
copies of such reports he circulated to all recognised Anjumans 
and Muhammadan public holies.” 

HIS EXCELLENCY, thk PRESIDENT, said 

“ Under Rule 10 of Bengal Legislative f Resolution) Rules, 1912, and at 
the request of the Hon'ble mover, I postpone tho moving of items Nos. 6, 7 
and 8 in the List of Business to a later meeting of the Council.” 

The discussion of the Resolutions was accordingly } oetponed. 
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1915.^ The President. 

THE PRESIDENT'8 ADDRES8. 

HIS EXCELLENCY, the PRESIDENT, said 

“ Our labours are now ended and in a few moments it will be my duty to 
dose this session by adjourning the Council. 

Iti lists been th 0 custom foi the 1 resident to snv rt few words be f ore 
declaring that the Council stand adjourned at the end of the September 
session. I do not propose to depart from the custom, but my words will be 
very few. 

NV c have since our last meeting — lost hy death one of our members— 
the Hon’ble Raja Dinendra Naravati Roy — who died on the 2fith August, exactly 
a year after the day — August 26th. 1914, when he was elected to represent, 
the Corporation of Calcutta in tin* Council. I feel sure I am doing what you 
would like me to do when I say we mourn his loss. 

A year ago I referred particularly to the war and I shall do so again now. 
We understand better now than we (lid then, what war means for ns, and for 
the Empire, and we probably look at things in a truer proportion. Our general 
feeling is,* I fancy, that while a year ago we hoped that we had every ground 
for 4 confidence — we even believed we had — it was a belief that was based 
rather on faith than on knowledge ; hut now we know from experience that 
we have a right to be confident. 

We realise now that the strength of the British Empire, whether by land, 
or by sea — or in the air — lias not faded us. We may, some of us, have looked 
a year ago for some striking display of naval force. Some of us may even be 
disappointed that from lack of opportunity there has not been such a display 
— but I think very few of us realised then how rapidly and completely the 
British Navy would control the whole of tin* seas and secure that the com- 
merce of this Empire should nowhere be destroyed. N<> pan of the Empire 
has gained more by this than Calcutta. The trade of Calcutta has been 
maintained as few could have expect 'd. As for our land forces — no one can 
deny that they have far exceeded anything we looked for 12 months ago : we 
here in India did not then know that India would play the part she lias done 
— a part of which we are so proud. 

There have been scares, there have been alarmist rumours during the last 
12 months. These have done some harm — we may not be quite free of them 
yet — but some of us are surer than we were then, that these rumours tiro 
groundless and do most harm to those who believe them. You have all, 1 hope, 
done your best to prevent the spread of such rumours, and for that you 
deserve thanks. When 1 turn to things of which we have more personal 
knowledge, I shall only refer to one — the distress at present in some parts of 
# the Presidency due to the flools. 1 hope you are all convinced that Govern- 
ment realise the situation and realise their duty. 

My colleague, the Hon’ble Mr. Beatson Bell, said to-day that in the 
treatment of smoke-nuisance no one could claim that the Government of 
Bengal have moved with undue haste. 1 fear some of you i\ho are quick 
thinkers are not satisfied *hat Government m some other matters act as 
rapidly as you would like. But I hope you feel that Government will act, and 
act according to their knowledge as s(x>n as they are convinced of the need for 
action. There has been need here, and I would like to take this opportunity of 
thanking those who, in their private capacity, have co-operate 1 with Govern- 
ment in bringing much needed relief to those who are suffering. I thank both 
those who have given help in the form of service and those who have given it 
in the form of m mey : an 1 l would take this opportunity of letting it be 
known that His Excellency the Viceroy has kindly promised Us. 1,000 to be 
used in the relief of this distress. For that I am sure not only will the 
sufferers themselves be grateful to His Excellency, but all those who 
sympathise wi^h them and who wish well to Bengal. 



470 


4th Sept, of 1015,] 


ADJOURNMENT. 


The Council was then adjourned sine die. 


A. M. HUTCHISON, 


Ojfg. Secretary to the Govt, of Bengal and 

Secretary to the Bengal Legislative Council. 


Calcutta ; 

The 11th September , 1915. 
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\stract of the Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled 
under the provisions qf the Indian Councils Act , 1861 . 1892 , and 
2909, and the Government qf India .let, 1912. 


The Council met in tlie Council Chamber in Government House on 
l|emday, the 13th December, 1915, at 11 a.m. 

Present : 

Hia Excellency the Right Hon’ble Thomas David, Baron Carmichael 
of Skirling, q.c.i.k., k.c.m.g.. Governor (if the Presidency of Fort 
William in Bengal , presiding. 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Lyon, c.k.i., Vice-President. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Sykd Shams-ci.-Hiida. 

The Hon’ble Mr. N. 1). Bkatson Bei.i., c.s.i., c.i.k. 

The Hon’ble Ooi.. W. R. Edwards, c.b., c.m.g. 

The Hon’ble Mr. F. .1. Monahan. 

The Hon’hle Mu. •!. Lang. 

The Hon’ble Mr. .1. H. Kkrr, c.i.k. 

The Hon’ble Mu. K. C. 1)k, c.i.k. 

The Hon’ble Mr. -I. Donald. 

The Hon’ble Mr. L. Biri.ky. c.i.k. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 11. Green. 

The Hon’ble Mr. C. H. Bompas. 

The Hon’ble Mr. B. C. Mitra. 


The Hon’ble Mr. W. W. Hornki.i.. 

The Hon’ble Mr. C. F. Paynk. 

The Hon’ble Mu. K. B. H. Panton. 

The Hon’ble Rai Priya Nath Mi kharji Bahadur. 

’J'he vj^pn’ble Mr H. J. Hilary. 

Therkou’ble the Nawab Bahadur ok Mcrhhidabad, k.c.s.i.. k.c.v.o.. 
Amir-ul-Omrah. 

The Hon’ble Sih S. P. Sinha, Kt. 

The Hon’bl^DR. Nilratan Sarkar. 

The Hon’ble Raja Hbishikkrh I.aha, c.i.k. 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. Glen. 

The Hon’ble Sir Buay Chand Mahtab, e.c.».l. e.c!.e m ml*., 
Maharajadliiraja Bahadur of Burdwan. 

The Hon’ble Dr. Deba Prasad Sakbadhikari, c.i.E. 



Bard Raijtarak 


Banrrjl 



Oath or affirmation cf Allegiance : Quettwns <ud Ansmr$. 

The Hon'bie Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur. 

The Hon’bie Mr. E. H. Brat. 

ft 

The Hon’bie Mr. A. Bikkmyhe. 

The Hon’bie Mr. W. T. Quick. 

The Hon’bie Mr. G. A. Bayi.ey. 

The Hon’bie Mr. Goi.am Hohbein Cabbim Ariff. 

The Hon’blo Maulvi Mazharui. Anwar Chaudhuri. 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur Maiu.vi Musharraf Hubbai 
The Hon’bie Maiu.vi A. K. Fazi.-ih.-Haq. 

The Hon’bie Nawah Saiyid Hossam Haidar Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur. 
The Hon’bie Maharaja Ranajit Ninha of Nashipur. 

The Hon’bie Raja Mahbndra Ranjan Ray Chaudhuri. 

The Hon’bie Rai Pkakakna Kumar Ray Bahadur. 

The Hon’bie Bard Surendra Natii Bankrji. 

The Hon’bie Baiiu Surendra Natii Ray. 

The Hon’bie Bahu Mahendra Nath Ray. u.i.A. 

Th«* Hon’ble Rai Hari Mohan Chandra Bahadur. 

The Hon’bie Chaudhuri Muhammad Ismail Khan. 

The Hon’bie Baiiu I'I'KNdra Lai. Ray. 


LIST OF BU8IN ESS-ITEM No. I. 

OATH OR AFFIRMATION OF ALLEGIANCE. 

* 

The Hon’bie Mr. Green, the Hoa’bhi Mr. Panton and the Hon’bie Babu 
Ramtaran Banerji made an oath or affirmation of their allegiance to the 
Grown. 


LI8T OF BU8INES8— ITEM No. 2. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

By the, Hon’bie RAI RADHA OHARAN PAL BAHADUR ' 

a* *1. Will the Government be pleased to state what measures have been 
' Jj MMM*** taken, or Are being taken,; with a view to establish, relations of greater oortf 
trust between the pohoe and the people and generally bring 
* ni a deter totnsh hetwe^ - ' ( ■ ■ ■ 
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[Mr. K«rr; liai R. 0. Pal Bahadur.] 

S Hoa’ble Mu. KERR replied 

The Hott’ble Member is referred to tbo last report (of the year 1914) on 
Administration of the Police Department*, and to the Government 
elation t on the report, copies of which are laid on the table. The matter 
also been investigated by Mr. Gourlay, who, as the Hon’ble Member is 
|rt||re, was lately placed on special duty to inquire into various questions 
connected with the police administration. It is expected that Mr. Gourlay 's 
report will be submitted shortly, and the whole question will then be con- 
sidered further by Government. 

By the Hon’ble RAI RADHA CHAR AN PAL BAHADUR 

* 2. (a) Are the Government aware that there is no proper police super- aiivvw. 
vision of the traffic in the area north of Bow bazar Street and Lall Bazar 
Street, especially in the numerous thoroughfares of the Indian commercial 
Area in that part of the city ? CCouttn. 

( b ). If So, are the Government considering the desirability of instructing 
the Commissioner of Police' to take the necessary steps to regulate this 
traffic ? 

The Hon’ble Mk. KERR replied 

*■ (a) Government have received no complaints on the subject. 

(b) The question of the regulation of traffic in the north of Calcutta and 
especially in the narrow thoroughfares of the Commercial area has been under 
the consideration of the Commissioner of Police and the Chairman of the 
Corporation for some time, and improvements are being introduced as funds 
and staff become available. At present in this area 25 beats and crossings 
are manned bv Sergeants and 07 by Traffic constables." 

By the Hon’ble RAI RADHA CHARAN PAL BAHADUR 

* 0. Will the Government lie pleased to state what special steps they i’rirtoo 
have taken or are taking to protect the life and property of the people of 
Calcutta and its suburbs from the attacks of armed dacoits? , rmw | da 


The Hon’ble Mu. KERR replied : — 

"The Commissioner of Police is taking certain measures which ho 
hopes may prove adequate to cope with the crimes of the nature of those to 
which the Hon’ble Member refers. Armed patrols are being sent round the 
more important thoroughfares, and armed men in motor-cars patrol various 
quarters of the city. Government have requested the Commissioner of Police 
to give facilities to merchants or others desirous of employing their own armed 
guards. . The work of such guards will be co-ordinated as far as possible with 
- that of the regular force, and instructions will be issued as to the action to be 
taken in case of emergency. 

The Commissioner of Police has, for some time past, contemplated the 
'erection in different quarters of the town of a large number of alarm-posts in 
.order to facilitate the prompt receipt bv the police of information as to the 
commission of crimes. These poets will be in direct telephonic communication 
with a central station, and the Commissioner of Police proposes that more 
than 100 of them should be erected immediately. Each post will be in charge 
of a constable on fixed point duty, but they will be so constructed that in the 
absence of a constable it will be possible for any member of the public to give 
the alarm . This project will be carried out at once. 

Arrangements will be made so that policemen in motor-cars may be 
^despatched at once from the central station to any points which may be 
lit advisable immediateiy after the receipt of an alarm; and the alarm 
! repeated {ram the central station tq all the pt her posts in the town, so 
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that the whole police force on beat duty may be informed erf the commission of 
a crime within a few minutes after receipt of information at the central 
station. 


Drop-gates will be erected at various points, by means of which it will be 
possible to stop traffic whenever it may be thought necessary. 

Other measures are under consideration or are already determined upon, 
but the Hon’ble Member will easily understand that it is probably not in the 
public interest to make all details "known. He may, however, rest assured 
that Government are fully alive to the importance of the matter, and win 
welcome and carefully consider all suggestions which may be made to the 
Commissioner of Police or the Chief Secretary.” 


By the Hon’ble RAJ RADHA CHARAN PAl. BAHADUR 

nUuetiou of * 4. (a) Are the Government aware that several of the firms and com- 
IrnM «nd panics in Calcutta, who, have the power to lay underground pipes and cables, 
«• who ‘ h*ve do so without the sanction of the Corporation ? 

crground° plp<« (b) Are the Government alsoaware that (with the exception of the Bengal 

mbld. Telephone Company) this privilege is enjoyed by these people without the 
payment of any fee or rent ? 

(c) Are the Government abo aware that the work of laying down these 
underground pipes and cables is frequently delayed and is also carried out 
regardless of obstruction to traffic ? 

{d) Are the Government also aware that it often happens that roads, 
after they have been thoroughly repaired by the Corporation, are again cut up 
by these people and the surface of the roads thereafter not satisfactorily 
restored ? 

\e) Will the Government be pleased to state what steps (if any) they are 
taking to bring such firms and companies under the control of the local 
authorities ? 


The ilon’hle M it. DK replied 

i (i i Two companies have statutory powers of opening the public 
streets in Calcutta to lay underground pipes and cables without the sanction 
of the Corporation. A third company enjoys these powers except in the case 
of new cables. But in all cases notice is required to be given except in cases 
of urgency. 

( b ) No fee is payable by companies which possess these powers. The 
Bengal Telephone Company does not possess them. 

(c) Government are aware that in some cases there has been delay, but are 
advised that the workns not carried' out regardless of obstruction to traffic. 

(d) Roads which have recently been repaired by the Corporation have io # 
some cases been cut up by public companies for pipe or cable laying and 
restoration has not always been thoroughly satisfactory. Conferences have 
been arranged recently by the Chairman of the Corporation with the companies, 
with a view to road repairs being carried out after, and not before, the laying 
of pipes and cables. 

(e) Government do not propose taking any action in the matter.” 

By the Hon’ble RAI RADHA CHARAN PAL BAHADUR 

* fi. (a) Are the Government aware that the Chairman of the Corporation 
of Calcutta is in the receipt of frequent complaints from the public of Calcutta 
on aocount of the inconvenience caused to them by the unsatisfactory Hail 
#tfory methods erapJoyed by the Calcutta Tnunway Compaqy, Lhnited. in 
>. **Mr*|*fr k tip ^a ryh repairs ? *- • * ' *•' ^ 
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B f the Hon’ble RAI HADHA OHARAX PAL BAHADUR — concid. 

( b ) Are the Government also aware that it is the practice of t he said 
[ tampan y to deposit repair materials along* the roads for interminable periods 
ipd that the (Corporation’s request for night and day labour by the said Com- 
pany on their repairs was refused by them ? 

(c) Will the Government be pleased to state what action vif any) they are 
taking in the matter ? 

The Hon’ble Mm DK replied 

k * (a) Complaints of this nature have been received by the Chairman 
the Corporation from members of the General Committee, but none recently 
from the general public. 

( b ) Government are aware that there is a certain amount of inconvenience 
indissociable from the repair of tram-lines in crowded thoroughfares, but are 
advised that the Tramways Company arc at present proceeding with all 
reasonable diligence. The Tramways Compam expressed their inability to 
arrange for night labour. 

(c) Government do not projKise to take any action in the matter.” 

By the Hon’ble UHAUDHURI MUHAMMAD ISMAIL KHAN 

* b. (a) An* the < Jownimcnt a wan* ol the grievances under which the 
junior assistants of the Bengal Secretariat, are alleged to be suffering at present 
in regard to their promotion to the higher grades ? 

(Jt) If so. what steps (if any, are tin Government taking to remedy 
these grievances ? 


The Double Mm DONALD replied : — 

In HHO the eleriral staff oj I he Bengal Seerelariat was reorganised, 
a Lower Division and an Upper Division being constituted. In Deceml)er, 
1913, the assistants in the Lower Division submitted a memorial to Govern- 
ment, complaining of their prospects and position. The memorial was 
carefully considered bv Government and it was found that the memorialists 
had a genuine grievance. Between 1910 and 1913 promotions from the Lower 
to the Upper Division had been less frequent than had lieen contemplated in 
the sanctioned scheme. Orders were passed by Government with a view to a 
removal of this grievance. These orders are now being carried out.” 

By the Hon’ble BABU 8URKXDRA NATH BAY :— • 

# 7. (a) Will the Government be pleased to state what steps have been 

taken to relieve (lie distress caused by famine in the district of Bankura ? 

(b) Is it a fact that a few persons have died of starvation in village 
Paktore, within the jurisdiction of the Gangajalghati ) dice-station, and in 
Hatgram, within the jurisdiction of the Itidptir police-station, and also in 
other places ? 

(c) Are the Government aware that the distress is very acute and is 
very general in the district ; and, if so. are they considering the desirability 
of notifying a state of famine in the district and of adopting all such measures 
as are necessary to cope with the situation ? 

(d) What amounts (if any) have been sanctioned by Government for 

relief work, taccavi loans and gratuitous relief in the district? 

• ♦ 

(e) Is jt a fast that the District Board of Bankura is spending Rs. 95 per 
week for gi atuitous relief in eilcli union, consisting of about 35 villages ? 


AHognl 
<»f ll 

BiMiirftl St*ci 
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The lion’ll- Mil BLKLKY replied 

*’(//) The measures undertaken For the relief of distress in the 
district of Baiikura are— 

(/) the distribution of loans under the Agriculturists' Loans Act 
and the Land Improvement Loans Act : 

(g) the grant of gratuitous relief. 

( /) the* opening of relief works by the Dmtrjct Board; and 

(' t ) the advance of money to weavers for the purchase of thread, and 
to women for paddy husking 

(b) The District Magistrate icports that no death from starvation has 
occurred in village Paktore, hut that three deaths which have occurred in this 
\ lllage since* September were all from natural causes. 

No death from starvation in Ilatgram village or elsewhere has been 
reported In October a beggar from another village came to Ilatgram and 
was fed there and died suddenly, on inquiry his death was attributed to 
natural causes and it was found that lie had had food shortly be fori* he arrived 
at Ilatgram 

{/•) ( lovernment aie aware that considerable and widespread distress 
prevails in ihe distnet of Bankura. (ioverument have adooted such measures 
as are necessary to meet the situation (iovornment do not propose to declare 
a state of famine in tin* district , ibis decision does not in any way limit the 
scope of the measures taken foi t he relief of distress. 

(d) (iovornment have sanctioned Rs :i,7A00<> for agricultural and land 
improvement loans, Rs »>0,0ti0 tor gratuitous relic! , and Rs 1,00,000 tor relict 
works in Bankura district 

( r ) No. The amounts distributed weekiv m each 1 nion vaiy according 
to the number of people requiring relit*! 

\U i In * 1 bubble NAWAB SAIVID l U)SS A M HAIDKIi r II AT Dll LRI. 
KHAN BA II A DP R - 

* S. a W ill the (io\ eminent be pleased to state whether there is any 
facility atforded i o Muhanmia bin prisoners to say tln*ir daily prayers in jails, 
and also their prayers on tin* occasions o| tin* ids t 

If not. aie the < iovenineuit considering tin* desirability of making 
arran yemenl s for t his ? 


The Hon hie Mi:. K HR U replied — 

“ Kaeilit.ies are given to the Mill, un.ua Ian pnsonris in all jails to 
siv then daiiv ora vers at convenient times No general demand has arisen 
tor special uppovi unit n*s for pravm’s on the oe asion of the ids In the 
\lipore dail. woik is stopped hai* an L ui r befoie llm usuai time on Id days 
and tin* Muhammadan pm oner-* are p» i nutted to assemble tor praver in a 
separate enclosure The Inspector General of Pi mons will he instructed to 
make similar arrangements in other jails it the prisoners desire it 

U V the 1 Ion bh* NAWAB SAIVID IIOSSAM II AIDKR < 1 1 A T I > 1 1 T HI . 
KHAN BAllADPR — 

♦ p ^ (f ) \\’j|| the (iovernment be pleased to state whetlier an Advisory 
Board has been formed to advise thu Local (iovernment with regard to the intro- 
duction of now industries, or for the development of the existing industries, in 
this Presidency? 

f/p If n ot„ are the Government taking any steps in thifc direction? 
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[Mr. Donald; A a /cab Smytd flossum Haider t'haudhuri ; Mr. De ; Ha l at 

•S'. A. Bauer ji . J 

The Ilon'Me Mk. DONALD replied : — 

" (a) No Advisory Hoard lias Loon formed. 

(b) Government do not propose taking into ooiisidorat ion tho qnostton of 
the formation of an Advisory Board until a Director of Industries lias keen 
appointed for the Presidency." 

Bv the Ilon'Me NAWAB SAIVID IIDsSAM llAlDF.it rllAI'DllPUI 
KHAN BAIIADPI! 

*10. hi) A re tho ( Jovornniont considering t lie desirahilitv of extending 
the powers of the Local Boards? 

{b) If so, on what linos is it proposed that such extension should take 
piano ? 

The Double Mi: l‘K ivplird — 

At present there are tin proposals heloie I he t » o\ t *r n li h at I | nr 
extending t ho powers of the Loral Hoards ” 

Hy the Ilon'Me MALI' sritKXDKA NATH MAN KIM I — 

* 1 1 . Will tin* ( i o\ » • r n n i e n t I m * plea set 1 i o si ate what act ion ill a n \ i he v 
liave t aken I o yi y < • t »tlert t o t lie lit 'sol u t ion < »n Mi. Swan s report on i nd igennii s 
industries, w liieh t he ( »o\ ei nmeiit am pied at t he meet ing of t he < tMim il held 
at Darca m .Inly this yeai ? 

The Ilon'Me Ml:. I ‘ON A LI) irplied — 

In accepting on bMiall oj du\ iMiiinetit the Resolution < m Mi. 
Swan's Report on Indigenous Industrie*. moved by the Ilon'Me Hahn Surendra 
Nath Hauer] i at t lie meet mg of ( ‘on in il . held on t lie h ,! ul\ last . t he I Ion 'Me 
Mr Heatson Hell explained that an essential measure in the development of 
ioral industries w as t he appoint ment of a Direetor of Imhistnes, and he 
informed the (douneil that the (iovernment of India had been addressed with 
reyard to the appointment of such an ollicer The orders of the (loverument 
of India are still aw aited 

The attention of all Departments has, as promised, been drawn to the 
rules regarding the purchase of goods m India h\ the departments of ( iovern 
ment 

A proposal fora home indust rie> exhibit ion lias been under eonsnJerat ion , 
but for unavoidable reasons lias been deferred The roinniercial Museum 
established by the Loverument of India, which consists largely of samples oj 
Indian manufactures will, however, he open to the public earlv next year 

U\ iId- Hun MMHAHl ' LRHMMJ A NATH MANKIMI — 

*12. m Wili * lit i>>\t*riiiiic it «c pleaded | , * y,\, |j H> .,j j,,|| 

mlonnalioii lvyaromy tin* duties- pj-.y ailing in the district of M.mkuia with 
special ivlercne** tot Id* i< »lb»w ing p> »mt s. namely : — 

[i } t lie (MlhrS o| t he dl"t I e^s ; 

jij tie* extent o! the «ir«*a alfech d and Mir uumbei and clashes oj 

persons atlecP'd ; 

uV/‘ the measures for ndirl adopted by the ( ■ovenmieiit. and i»v local 
and public bodies ; 

tv) the amount of money sanctioned and distributed by dmrrumrnl 
for loans and charitable re lief; 

iv) the prospect of the next winter and ruli ciopa* in the area 
’affected ; # 


K\ 

| M 1 W<*| 

Honnl 


In.l 
■ iioti i 


Ail. 

Ml III. 

l^nloi 
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[Baba S. X. Hanerji; Mr. Bit fry.] 

B> tiir Nun hie HAISI7 SL BKNDBA NATH BAN KIM \— murid. 

/?/ tin* nature of test works opened and tin* number ol persons 
employe I thereon and their average daily wages ; 

K nii) I he number of persons in receipt ol charitable relief in the said 
area ? 

f , , An the Uove.rnm *nt considering the desirability of extending the 
provision*. of the Kaimne ('ode to the dint riet o{ Hank lira/ 

The I lon'l.l.- Hi;. BIIILLY replied : — 

k * a i The distress m Bankiua district is due to short and 
ill dist ributed rainfall in dune, duly and August, resulting in damage to the 
winter nee crop and making transplantation impossible over a large area 

(//) The a Her ted area comprises 1,17 m square miles out of the total area 
of Bankura district, which is 2.b21 square miles The population affected is 
(estimated at 7>()2,sd7, the total population of the district being 1,ld*,b70. 
The classes principally finding distress an* cultivators, weavers, agricultural 
labourers and beggars Small tenure-holders are also affected 

(lit) The measures tor rebel adopted b\ (Jovernmeut are 

(/) tin* distribution oi loans under the Agriculturists and Land 
I in pn ivement I a >a iis Act s 
(j) tin* grant of gratuitous relief, 

( ;) the allotment of special grants to the District Board, and 
(A t he supply of thread to weavers 

Thi* District Board has opened db rebel works and has advanced money 
to women for husking pa ddv 

The Bankura (Allege, the Bengal Social League, the Sadharan Brahma 
Sa mu | and the Hamkrishna Mission are distributing alms and doles of rice. 

ir) 1 1 ov< * rn i neii t have -aiimmnrd I v ^ e,i .i.OOl) |mi loans and ID. otl.Utlti 
tor gratuitous relief Lp to doth November, MM 7), Ks 2.*b. 71b had been 
distributed as loans and ID 4d.4d7> as gratuitous relied' 

(/•) Tin* outturn of the w inter nee cro|) m the thanas alleeted is e\]>eeted 
to van from 2 to s annas of a normal crop Haiti crops art* normally grown 
on about lit />/'/ rent of the cultivated area, hut this area has been somewhat 
extended this year and an outturn of from s to 12 annas is expended 

(/*/) Idle relief works consist ot 
(/) construction of new roads. 

(J) repair of existing roads, 

(.;) collection of road metal 
(4) re excavation of tanks . 

(A construction of new hands, and 
( ti ) re-excavation of silted up channels. 

The number of persons employed daily at tin* end ot November was 
2,7bb, and the average daily wage is 2 annas f> pies. 

(rii) The number of persons receiving gratuitous relief at the end ot 
November was 7.43d. In addition. 1>00 weavers are in receipt of relief. 

(h) (iov eminent do not propose to declare a state ot famine in the 
district , thi^s decision does not in any way limit the scope ot the measure* 
taken for the relief of distress/' 1 ** 
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9|f|I Questions and Answers. 

’ [Babu S. N. Banerji ; Mr. Birley.] 

*y the Hon’ble BABU SUHENDRA NATH BANERJI 

* lft- W ill the Government be pleased to state tin* present condition of 
lie districts of Tippera and Noakhali which have recently been affected by 
oode ? 


’he Hon’ble Ml*. BIRLEY replied 

Tippera. 

Brah manbtiria Subdivision. 

* fc In 260 square miles scattered over the subdivision there is no 
inter rice crop; attempts are being made to grow rabi crops in this area and 
>ans have been advanced for the purchase of seed. Two lakhs have been kept 
i hand for loans to be advanced in February when the Bor sal paddy, which 
\ the staple crop of the subdivision, is to he sown. Provision has been made 
Dr relief works including a Government grant of Rs. 85,000 for excavating 
inks. In the remainder of the flooded area of Brahmanbaria subdivision 
r inter rice was transplanted and the outturn is expected to l>e 14 per rent, of 
le normal, and will probably suffice for the maintenance of the people until 
le harvest of the next autumn rice crop. In this subdivision Rs 5,59,6^2 have 
=*en distributed as loans and Rs. 69,105 as gratuitous relief 


Sad a r S a bd i r isi o n 

About 50 square miles were affected by the flood in the Goomti river in 
October; the cultivators are generally fairly well off and then* has been less 
istress than in Brahmanbaria Loans and gratuitous relief have been 
istributed to the extent of Rs. 78,250 and Rs 2,543. respectively. 

XOAKII \LI. 

Fen i Subdivision. 

An area of about 60 square miles was seriously affected by the flood in the 
lohari river in October, the winter rice being entirely destroyed in an area of 
0 square miles. Rabi crops are being grown on the higher lands and loans 
re being distributed to encouiage the extension of this cultivation. There 
s a good demand for labour. 

. The agricultural conditions in the remainder of Tippera and Xoakhali 
listricts hve reported to be satisfactory/’ 


\ y the Hon’ble BABU SUHENDRA NATH BAN KIM I : — 

* 14. (a) Will the Government be pleased 1o stale whether it is the 

iase — 

(i) that, on the 26th May last, Mr. Dunlop, Magistrate of Faridpur, 

presided at a meeting of the Education Committee of the 
District Board ; 

(ii) that the Chairman of the Committee protested against this, 

Mr. Dunlop not being a member of the Education Committee ; 

(lYt) that subsequently thereto, when Babu Ashutosh Ray (brother of 
Babu Krishna Das Ray), a member of the District Board, gave 
notice of a resolution to be moved at the District Board meeting, 
piptesting against Mr. Dunlop’s action referred *to above. 
Mr. Dunlop ruted the resolution to be out of order ? 


Conditi 
floodod di 
Tipper* 
khftli. 


Cancel 
gun licen 
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[Baku S. N. Banerji; Mr. Kerr.] 

Hy the Hon’bh? BAHIJ SURENDKA NATH BANERJI— concld. 

(i l ) Is it tlif case tliat Mr. Dunlop cancelled two gun licenses, one 
belonging to the said Balm Asliutosh Kay and the other belonging to 
Babu Huchi Natli Shah, merchant and zamindar in the district of Karidpur? 

(c) Is it the case that in the notice issued on Babu Asliutosh Ray it was 
stated that iho gun license was cancelled and withdrawn becauso he and 
others had instituted a cis'il suit against Government? 

(d) Is it a fact that Babu Saehi Nath Shall instituted a civil suit at the 
Chikandi Munsif’s Court against certain police officers of the Palong police- 
station? If so. will the Government be pleased testate how long after the 
institution of that suit the gun license was cancelled ? 

(e) Will the Government be pleased to state what action (if any) they 
have taken or are taking with regard to the cases referred to in clauses («) 
(b), (c) and (d) ? 

The Hon’ble Mit. KERR replied 

*(«) (i) The answer is in the affirmative. 

(») The Vice-Chairman of the District Board, who is a member of the 
Education Committee, objected to Mr. Dunlop’s presence at the meeting on the 
ground that Mr. Dunlop was not a member of that Committee. 

(Hi) Babu Krishna Das Ray (and not Babu Asliutosh Ray) gave notice of 
a resolution, but it was disallowed by the Chairman as inadmissible under the 
Rules of Business. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) In the notice it was stated that the gun license was cancelled because 
Babu Asliutosh Ray had served a notice upon tlie Collector intimating his 
intention to bring a suit against Government. 

(d) Babu Saehi Nath Shah instituted a civil suit it. the Court of the 2nd 
Munsif of Chikandi against Balm Annada Charan Chakravarti, Inspector of 
Police, Palong. The suit was instituted in dune and the gun licenes was 
cancelled in July. 

(r) After an inquiry into the facts, Government came to the conclusion 
that the District Magistrate’s action in these cases was irregular and improper. 
He has been informed accordingly, and the Commissioner has been instructed 
to deal with the cases under the Arms Act in the exercise of the revisionai 
powers vested in him.” 

By the Rouble BABC SURENDKA NATH BANERJI 

* 15. (a) Will the Government be pleased to state the constitution of 

the Provincial Malaria Committee in Bengal, the names of its members and 
its functions ? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of adding other 
members to the Committee from the ranks of non-official Indian medical 
practitioners ? 

(c) How many meetings did the Malaria Committee hold during the 
current year ? Is the report of this Committee published annually ? 

(</) What are the recommendations of this Committee for the prevention 
of malaria ? 

(e) Is ft a fact that malaria is spreading in the Province and that there 
is a marked increase in the death-rate from mala^ai fever this year . 


V 
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[.Vr. A>.] 

The Hon’ bio Mh. DK replied : 

“ («) A statement showing the const itut ion of the Provincial 
Malaria Committee and the names of its meml>ers is laid on the table. Its 
functions are those defined in paragraph 3 of* Resolution No. 204s San of 
19th December, 1910, a copy of which is laid on the table. 

(b) Government are not at present considering the question of further 
enlargement of the Committee. 

(c) The Committee has held no meetings during the current year. But 
the Committee has recently been reorganised and it is hoped that it will meet 
oftener in future. No annual report is published. 

(d) The Committee has made various specific recommendations in regard 


(7) extending the use of quinine by increase of the number of vendors 
and improving the form in which the drug is available; 

( 2 ) educating the public by means of advertisements almanacs and 

lectures ; 

( 3 ) the treatment of malarial patients at dispensaries, 

(4) the treatment of school children suffering from malaria. 

( 3 ) experiments in sub-soil drainage . 

(6) the drainage of the Arool Bhil. and 

(7) control of borrow-pits. 


(e) Malaria is observed to fluctuate from year to year in correlation with 
rainfall, Hoods, harvests and other factors. The figures available for 1915 
show that uj) to the end of October the fever death rate compared with 1914 
has shown an increase though there was a decline in ten districts.” 


Statement referred to tnj the Hnn'tde Mu. I)k nt his Ansteer to Question 
No. 1-j {star not) as tint fnj the l/nn'hh Ha nr Sru kxihia Nath Bankhjj 
at the Co a nr tt Me >3 no/ nf t ft e JdtJi December . IhJ/i. 

Th» list of Memberi of tha Provincial Malaria Commlttaa. 


1. The Hon ble Member of the Hoard of 
Revenue. Bengal 

*2. The Secretary to the Local Government 
in the Public Works Department. 

4. l’Jie Secretary to the Local Government 
in t lie Public Works Department 
(Irrigation Branch). 

4. Sir Leonard Rogers. c.i.K., m.u., i.m.s., 

F.K.r.r. (Lond.). F.R.c.s. (Eng.). Profes- 
sor of Pathology, Medical College, 

Calcutta. 

5. Major A. B. Fry. M.n., i.m.s.. Special 

Deputy Sanitary < 'onimisBioner 

6. Dr. C. A. Bentley, m.h., ij.imi., Special } Members 

Deputy Sanitary Commissioner 

7. Rai Upend ra Nath Brahamacliari 

Bahadur, m.a.. m.i>.. n.sc., ch.d. (Cal.), 

Teacher of Medicine, Campbell Medical 
School. 

Di*. Nil Ratan fy'rcar, m.a.. m.u. (Cal.) 

The Sanitary Commissiofu r, Bengal 


Kx-offieto President. 


Ex-officio Members. 


Member & Secretary . 



4g;> Questions and Answers. [13th December, 

[Mr. De.] 

No. 2018 San., datwi Calcutta, the 19th December 1910, 

RESOLUTION — By the Government of Bengal, Muni. (San.) Dept. 

Read— 

1. The proceedings of the Simla Malaria Conference, dated October 1909. 

2. Bengal Municipal Department letter to the address of the Government of India 

in the Home Department, No. 268T. — Medl., dated the # 12th May 1910. 

3. Letter from the Government of India in the Home Department, No. 1368, dated 

the 27th July 1910. 

With a view to tin* systematic examination of problems connected 
with the prevalence of malaria, the Government of India have appointed a 
Central Scientific Committee. in consultation with whom the Provincial 
organizations should in future work, and the recommendation on this 
point of the Conference which assembled at Simla in October 1909 to 
consider the whole subject of the prevention of malaria is quoted 
below • — 

“The Conference having learnt that the Government of India will appoint a 
Central Scientific Committee to direct and co-ordinate investigations, and that they will 
alwo appoint at the request of Local Governments, or on the recommendation of the 
Central Committee, officers to carry out investigations, recommends that a local organi- 
zation to work in consultation with this Central Committee he constituted in each 
province. The nature of such organization should he settled hy the Local Government 
and may take the form of the Sanitary Board. 

“ A Conference consisting of the members of the Central Committee and a delegate 
from each local organization should he held annually at such place as may be convenient 
for the purpose or reviewing tic work done and preparing a programme of future 
work.” 

2. With I lu* approval of tin*. Government of India, and with the* consent 
of t in* gentlemen mimed below, the Lieutenant-! lovernor m Council has 
decided to appoint a Provincial Malaria Committee in Bengal, which shall 
comprise the following members 

1. The Member nr the Executive Council of the 

(iovernmenl of Bengal in t he Municipal 
(Medical) Depaitment ... ... / 'remit cut . 

2. The Secretary to the Local Government in the" 

Public Works Department Loads and 
Buildings Branch'. 

3. The Secretary to the Local Gowrnment in tin 

Public Works Department (Irrigation 
Branch). 

1. Major L. Rogers, i.m.s., m.i>. (Lend.', F.n.e.r. 

(Loud.), F.u.c.s., (Kng.). Professor of ^ Members, 

Pathology, Medical College, Calcutta. 

f). Assistant Surgeon llpendra Nath Brahmaehari, 
m.a., M.r>., rii.i)., (Cal.), Teacher of 

Medicine. Campbell Medical School, 

Calcutta. 

fi. Dr. Nil Ratan Sircar, m.a., m.d. (Cal.) ...J 

7. The Sanitary Commissioner, Bengal ... Member & Secretary. 

Questions relating to’ the prevention of malaria frequently present 
problems which have both a medical and an engineering aspect, and expert 
knowledge in either branch will be represented upon the Committee thus 
constituted. 

3. The superior staff which will be placed, for the time lieing, at the dis- 
posal of the Committee will comprise one Deputy Sanitary Commissioner and 
one Assistant Surgeon. These officers will work under the direction of the 
Committee, whose duty it will be, subject to the control of the Local Govern- 
ment, to rfuper dse the direction ami method of the inquiries to Ue 
undertaken; to scrutinise the results ascertained t from time tb %imL and to 
assist with their advice all action taken to co| e with the problem df malaria 
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fjfifiiw 8 . iV. Banerji ; Unicoi* Shams-ul-Buda ; The President ; Baku 

: * 5. .V. Pm/.] 

Bengal. In other administrative matters connected with the subject, such 
t til© distribution of quinine, the Committee will he consulted by the Local 
ovarnment as occasion may arise, while the Sanitary Board will be directed 
Seek their assistance in the consideration of the bearing upon the question 
malaria prevention of any drainage projects which may be brought before 
iem. A delegate from the Provincial Committee will attend annually at. the 
pntnd Conference wliich the Government of India will convene. 

4. By the agency of the Committee, the Lieutenant-Governor in 
ouncil trusts that the inquiries connected with this most important question 
ill be conducted upon more systematic lines than has hitherto been the 
L8©, and in co-ordination with the action to be taken in other parts of India, 
hile as the result ol their labours it is hojx*d that knowledge may in time 
) accumulated which will permit of tin* adoption of remedial measures 
dculated to effect a substantial diminution in the mortality and suffering at 
•©sent caused by malaria in this province. 

ORDERED — That a copy of the above Resolution be published in the 
alcutta 1 iazette for general information, and that copies bo communicated 
> the members of the Malaria Committee and the Inspector-General of Civil 
ospitals. for information and guidance. Also that copies be forwarded to 
1 Commissioners of Divisions for information and communication to all 
istrict Officers subordinate to them. 

The following supplementarv questions were asked bv the Dou ble 

ABC SCRENDRA NATH BAN KIM I 

0) Will the Government be pleased to publish the substance of the 
commendations wliich have* been made by the Malaria Committee ? 

(2) Will tin* Government- insist upon the Malaria Committee meeting at 
ast once a quarter for the consideration of such question as they may 
ink fit ? 

be Dou ble NAWAB t>YKI) SHAMS-CL-HEDA said 

“May I rise to a point of order ? These are really requests for action, 
id not requests for information.” 

DIS EXCELLENCY : “Order ! Order ! There is no doubt that tin* 
lestions are requests for action and thereby offend against the rules.” 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

^ the Dou ble BABE SURENDBA NATD RAY 

I. [a)’ What is t lio amount of the recurring grant by tin* Gov< rninent of 
dia to the Government of Bengal in tin* years DU2-LL Iffl.EM and 
14-15 on primary and secondary education ? 

,/j) What is the amount rif any; which has been granted therefrom by 
r Government of Bengal to primary and sec ondary schools, year by year — 

u) in increasing grants-m-aid to privately-managed schools, division 
by division, 

<iVj in increasing tin* grants-in-aid ol Government schools. and 

(tit) in increasing the supervising staff*, buildings, etc., of Government 
schools ? 

(c) How have the sums granted by the Government of Iiftlia to the 
avernmet/t of Bengal as non-recurring grants on primary and secondary 
ucatioxi » the same three years been spent ? 

' T 


Oruntn : 
i nit y Mini 
iJhiv 
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[Mr. De . j 

The following answer bj fin- Hou’ble Mb. DK was laid on the table 

" Two statements (A ami B) relating to primary and secondary 
education, respectively, which give the information asked for in the question, 
are laid on the table." 

latement A referred to in the Answer by the Rouble Mr. !>K to Question No. I 
(unstarred) asked by the HanbU Habc SlJUE.VDHA Nath Kay at the Council 
Meeting of the 13tli December . 1915. 




Primary Education. 



lent ion 

No. 

Recurring Imperial Grunts. 

i 

11*12-13. j 

1 

1913-14. | 

1914-15. 

It EM All Kb. 



1 1 

Its. 

\U. 

it* 


1(a) 

special grant for Kantcm Bangui 

1 

(lisirictH 2,85.000 | 

2,85,000 

2,85,000 



Durbar grant 

... \ 5,77,0(1(1 | 

(>,00,000 

5.00,000 



Grant made in 1 G 1 ’5-14 

... i i 

i 

i 

3 l G5.0otHcil 

ij 3,55,000 

(ft) Thi" mOh not h|HM>t on 
i recurring object** in 

1913-14 bn t was 


Total 

; i 

... ! 8, 52,000 

12,50.000 

; 12 . 50,000 

distributed aloug 

with the non-roour 
ring grunt of 10 lakh* 

- received dining the. 

!(/-) 

(i) Grunt-m-uid to privutelx 
primary acliool** — 

managed i 

i 


! 

Sear. The distnbn- 
tion has l*oen shown 
under t|m*^tion l(r ) 


Premdenrx Divinion 

... i | 

(Hi, 408 

| 1,17,550 



Burdwan 

i 

1 ,40,795 

i 1,58,040 



Dacca 

... • :if),. r >04 | 

; | 

1,28.120 

1,21.055 



(Chittagong 

... 1 2 1, t'**, t7 I 

77.531 

78.288 

j 



Rajshuhi 

5^1 24,521 - 

1,10,522 

1,22,450 



Total 

82,722 

5,53,583 

1 5,97,504 

* 


(j») Maintenance of Board pritnarv 
hcIiooI* — 


Presidency Division 

... - 


10,244 

15,364 

Burdwan 

i 

... 1 

s 



15,240 

21,120 

Dacca 

1 

22.446 

45,522 

1,03,120 

Chittagong 

...1 

t7,410 r 

25.549 

49,340 

Hnjshahi 

! 

20,021 

56,420 

l 

1,04.740 

Total 

... 

59,877 

: 1,54,975 

2,94,684 

otlior objects — 





Presidency Divinion 

i 

89.031 

24,322 

10,634 

Burdwan ,, 

... ; 

1 ,5 1 ,255 

25.237 

12,619 

Dacca „ 

... 

1,70,842 

20.997 

1,04,164 

Chittagong „ 

— 

50,704 

8.440 

23,520 

Hajahahi 

... ( 

2,40.066 

13,954 

49,372 

1 Total 

! 

-I 

7,17,888 

j 92,950 

| 2,00,309 

UlUND Total 

... 

8,60,487 

1 8.01.508 

i 

f 10.98,497 
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(2) ( 'oiiKtrurtiou and repair* 
training schools — 

Presidency I >t v in ion 

Burdvvan 

Dacca 


»f giitti- 


ToUl 


24,249 

27,047 

b95 


1,50.000 


Non -rinnirring Imp, rial Grants. i 1912 13. 

^ , .. r . ... ^ .f, 

* 

1913-14. 

i 

1914-15. 

In 1913-14 a non-iecurriiig grunt of 

R*. 10,00,<MMJ was made l*v the Govern- • 

men t of India, which, together with the 

recurring grant of Us. 3,G5,<)00 for j 

1913-14, made up a consolidated grant 

of Ra. 13,65,000. This was devoted to ! 

the following objects — 

i 

i 

i 

I 

J 

( 

i 

i 

i 

(1) Construction of Board piitoarv ! * 

schools. 

0 , 90.000 

! 

(2) Construetion and icpau*of ^mu- 

training schools. 

3 , 95,000 | 

1 

j 

(.3) Construction of school- m hack 

ward areas. 

3ll.00U 

l 

i 

(4) Buildings for aided prnn.irv 

schools. 

1 ,0(1,000 

1 

1 

(o) hcpiipinent of piiniarv schools in 

Kasicrn Bengal 

l ,00.000 

i 

Total ... ...... 

1 3,05,O(N t 

■ 

Actual am nuttx fund under each item . 

dicieion hy dh hum. 1 


i 

i 

(1) Construction « * 1 Board primary 

schools — 


1 

i 

President \ 1 >i vision ... 

ft 1 ,000 

! 

Burdvvan .. ... * 

49.000 

i 

Duea .. I 

1.02,110 


Chittagong .. ... 

HO, 135 


Bajshahi .. ... 

C49.M20 ! 


Total ... 

4.92,065 

1 

i 


Chittagong , ... 1 

H,o40 | : 

Itajsludu ... 

9,013 j 

Total 

69,or>o | | 

(3) The allotment for provision of < 
schools in backward Areas has not 
hcen distributed. 

1 : 

t 

i 

. i 

( 4 ) Buildings for aided primary schools — 



Presidency Division ... 

| < 

33.000 

i 

! * 

Burdwun ,. ... 1 

67,000 

i 

Dacca ,. ... j 

1 4,H00 

j 

1 

Chittagong ,. ... , 

11. HOI) 

! 

Rajs) tahi ., ... | ...... ; 

23.400 

| 


Rr.mark*. 
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testion* and Answers. [ 13 th Deckmbkrt 

[Mr. De.] 


Question 

No. 


Non-recurring Imperial Grant*. 

(5) Equipment of primary school* m 
Eastern Bengal — 

Dacca Division 

Chittagong 

ttajahahi 

Total 

Guam* To'iai. 


1912 - 13 . * 1913 - 14 . | 1914 - 15 . 

1 

K*. 

40, HOI j 

! 20,403 ; 




30,602 1 


91,806 i 


j 8.02,921 


REMARKS. 


Statement li referred to in the A newer by the Hon hie M K. I >K to Question So. I < nnstarred , 
risked by the Hon'ble Babu Kurendra Nath Way at the Council Meeting of the l-3tl 

December, W15. 

Secondary Kducation. 


Question 

No. 


1912-18. 

1918-14 . 

1914 15. ■ 

_ 

" ‘ ~ ' " ” | 

Its. 


Us. 

k«) 

Improvement of aided acconduiy Anglo j 
VernttculHr hcIiuoIh. 

1,50.000 

1 ,50,0*10 

1 

1 ,50,000 

| 

j 

Seeondaiv education ••• ••• | 


2,26.000 

2,26,000 


Total 

1 .50,00 > 

3 76,000 1 

3,76,000 

m (o 

New ami additional grants in-aid to |" i vat** 
Reboot* in — 



$ 

i 


Presidency Division 


36,646 

39 990 ' 


Bnrdwau 


i 38.268 l 

1 

41,736 


Dacca 


1,765 

35,754 

! 1 


Uajahahi 

28 t »30 

1 *. 576 

16,992 


Chittagong 


22.913 

24.996 


Total 

Building and furniture grants to private > 

2 *,630 
1,04,546 

1,15,158 

18,485 

1,59,468 j 
1,01,983 ! 


hcIiooIh 

1,33,176 

1,33,643 

2,61.451 ! 


[ Nil — Government schools do not receive 
j any aid. 

» 



1(M»0 

j Improvement of Government school 
j buildings and furniture. 

In tin* Freni 
demy. 



1.02,306 | 


Allowances to head masters, assistant 

I Ht to 


5,520 ! 


head masters, head m wt reruns and j 
ttHHiatant head mistresses of Govern- j 



i 1,07,826 ! 

i | 


i ment high and middle schools wme- i 
j tioued from 1st Jnnuan, 1915. 

Improvement of school buildings and 
furniture (.Government and private). 


39.126 

1 

i 

78,361 

i 1 

; ! 



i 

i 


1 

i 




| 

i . 

'"K, 


Remarks. 


February. 1915. 


In 1913-14 Government 
I ndia gave a uou-recurri 
grant of 7 lakbs 
colleges, secondary spho 
atwi training inatitutio 
the unspent balance 
which wan regranted 
1914-15. Definite amo 
was not set apart 
aecom ary ©ducatkm 





I^R'] Questions and Answers. |S7 

[ L handiiun Muhammad Ismail Kh in : Mr. fitrln/ .J 
By the Dou ble rHAUDHLRI MUHAMMAD ISMAIL KHAN — 

II. (i M ill thr LuvcninitMil !>♦• pleased to lay mi the tabir a statement 
showing 1 t lit 1 names <>i ''flirt's i >1 Muhammadan Marriage Registrars 111 thr 
Dacca Division which registered over 90 ) eetmimnex during thr years 
1D08-0D to II* 1 I - 1 T> and tin* average receipts mr (vivumny, on account of* fees 
and gratuities, received hy the Registrars of each of those trices? 

(/*' Will the Government Is* pleased to state w lid her. in t he ease 
ipplicat ions for tlm opening ‘*1 new Registration others, thr Permanent 
Committee have a right to ivconmii'iid surli openings ? 

c Is it a fart that, their reconiinendat tons are, oceasionallv . con. side i- 
ibly nmdilicd hy tin 1 District t Olivers c< >nc«*r nc. I without f hr eases being 
•cferreil to hi »vernnn*nt ? 

id Since t he regist rat ion«d erremonies undei tin Bengal Muhammadan 
Marriages and Divorces Registration Art. I S 7 B Urn. Art I of l^Th , is 
optional, will the Government hr pleased t . » stat.- whcthei there is anv hard- 
and-fast rule that no new Registration ofLres should he opened within eertam 
Spreified arras, « >t whether It Is the policy of i m)\ ct liliient aI\\a\S to ronsidri 
favourahly hond-ddv applications foi the opening <>| new ojliees made I » \ the 
resident s < >1 any dist net ? 

r Will the Government he pleased to state whelhei the Dlstnet 
Regist i nr of Dacca has made any general remarks during the last two vears 
regarding t lie opening of new offices in each district, and. if so. will t lie 
Government 1 >< ■ pi eased t o lay a copy of t h use i r ina i ks on (he table? 

J Will t lie ( iov ermin lit he please I t o st at* w h- t he i then- is anv definite 
ordei oi rule direct in a Su 1 o Regist ra rs t o accept all /\ alnn-uu mos oi I'alalc- 
nanirs jot rogislraiion without iel»Fiing tii r pa 1 1 les 1 1 • tin M U 1 1 a 1 1 1 n i a d a n 
Marriage Registrnis of the aiois eone< i m*d ' 

tj W ill til (toVernmenl he pleased to stale whethel they are eolisidel- 
mg the de - 1 ra 1 u I it y oj aim ml . ng t In existing law with a view to abolishing 
idle sy s j , ni oj pay urn n t oj gi at u 1 1 les t o M n ha m mad an Mai i iaj* R* g»s| i ,, rs y 

Idle iollowinj answel 1 » V the I jt 'll hie Ml.*. B I R L i‘A Was laid "II tin 
table — 

** a, Idle statement resulted h\ the Mon hi* Meinhcl IS laid oil the 

able 

(h) dhe* answer is in the negative Resolut ion \<» 211 d I) . dated 
die 17th September, 1912, rest nets the functions of the Permanent 
Committee, as regards the opening of new ofhres, to giving advice in such 
natters a* may he {dared before it by t lie President . v i/ .the Inspector General 
>f Regist ration 

(r) Their recommendations at*e tiot ordinarily referred to District Officers 
drcasionallv it is necessary to obtain the views of tin* District Officer if the 
Permanent ( 'ommittee's resolut ion is at direct variance with Ins rccommenda 
:ion, and in such cases his views are again placed before tin* Permanent t orn 
nittee for consideration and the result is submitted t<» Government, if 
lecessarv 

(d) Tliere is no such hard and fast rule as is referred to by the Hon ble 
Member Applications for the opening of new offices fiave a) wavs received 
■a refill eonsideration from tlie authorities concerned 

(f) In connection with the opening oi new offices in his district, the 
Registrar of Dacca made the following general remarks in his report on the 
idininistration of the Act m Dacca for 19 PL 14 -- 

* If each than a or out post had an independent Muhammadan 
Marriage Registrar's office, the number of ceremonies u> likely to 
^increase, as the people in that case woubl get the offices within easy 
t reach- f 


> < 1 1 a 1 1 1 
to 

maiiiUi 

li* .«! 
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It is impracticable to have an-offiffc for each thana or police station hut 
the Registrar's considered proposals have already received due 

cnnsideranon and new ofth-os haw ocon opened.' 

(/) Yes, there is an order to this effect. 

(a) In Eastern Bengal and Assam the Inspector-General of Registration 
proposed to abolish the Kazi’s Act (XII of 1HK0) and amalgamate its provi- 
sions with those of the Bengal Muhammadan Marriage and Divorce Registra- 
tion Act of 1H70, with certain amendments, one of which was to abolish 
gratuities and to lay down a fixed scale of fees for the registration of 
ceremonies. The matter is still under the consideration of the Inspector 
General of Registration and the Permanent Committee and the draft of a 
Bill is under preparation 

Statement referred to in (In' Anstrer bt/ (hr Hun' hie M U. BlKCEY to (Question 
X n. II mustarred.) ashed hi/ the Hon'bte fHACininu MuiAMMM) ISMAIL 
KllW at the Conned Meeting of the loth December. Vdb’t. shoH'iiu/ the 
ndnn.s of o ffices of M n ho mnatdan Registrars and f\a;.i, s in the Dacca 
Din sunt irhich registered ora' MH) ceremonies during the pears IdOS-Oh 
to Ih I DlH (iu<l the a rerage receipts per reremoui/. on account of fe u s and 
i/raf a dies rereired hi/ the Registrars of each of these offices. 
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♦ 

[t'huudhuri Muhammad /small Khan: Mr. Hirlrt /. J 

By the Hon'hle ( 'll A V 1 >11 IH I MUHAMMAB ISMAIL KHAN — 

III. («) Will I he («o\ eminent h£ pleased io state the policy any) 
that is adopted in posting Suh-Regist rars of Assurance" to healthy ami 
unhealthy stations? 

(l > 1 Will t ho (Uovernmont ho pleased to ^tah whether it is oonsidered as 
a necessary qualification for the holder of the post ol Registrar of ( 'abut ta 
that ho should have first sor\ ed as Suh- UegiM ra i »>l ( 'aloutta J 

(c Will t ho Government be pleased to lay on tin* table t hi* average 
receipts ami expenditure m respect of regiM rat ion. per d"<*u m**nt . in each of 
the districts of the Presidency o\< ept ( ah utta f 

Fhe following answoi by t ho Hon’hle M i.\ I’d Id A Y w a- laid on the table * — 

"{a The poliex a loptol h\ ( i o\*c»nmio!ii :n po-ting Su h- Resist rars 
o healthy and unhealthy stations is to poM them in tin* manner which suits 
3est the exigencies of the public sen ice 

(b) It is not a necessan qualification 

(c) A statement is laid on the table 

Sfntmnent rcfcrvetl In m (hr Ansa'/ r tnj t hr 
linn til* MU. H 1 H L V. \ to (pnstton So f/l nn- 
stnrre/t asked fa/ th> llon'tde (’ll w mil Hi 
M ('MAMMA i) Ismail Khan at the ('ototnf 
Meet i/OJ of the 1 ‘It h I >eren/f/e/\ l^tn. shotrtn// 
the nrrraye receipts a ml cr/jend / 1 n re /// re.sp^ct 
nf ret/tsf ra t ton . per document * in each of fhr 
(ti<fri' % ts of fhr Prrsidrnci / except <' a/entfa . 


! * i - 1 it i - i 


Hu olwa n 
Hi r bh u m 
Ha ii k ii ra 
M id napoo* 

H< m to Id y 
llowr a It 
2 I - I *a rga lias 
Nadia 

M imh iiia 1 >ad 

.1 t SM t M ■ 
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I >,ietM 
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Malda 
Darjeeling 
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4D0 Questions and Ansiofrs. [13th Decemker. 

[/jW It. ( 1 Pal Bahadur ; J/r. Dp.] 

By t In* Hon’ble KAI KAPHA (HAINAN PAL BA HAP UK 

Mni u * I V, Will t he ( Jovenmii'iit be j iIoiih* m I to hit on t in* tabh* a statement 
• e» showing tin* measures taken bv tin* Provincial Malaria Committee in Bengal 
during tin* last three years, and to what extent these measures have been 
successful in reducing the ravages ol malaria ? 

The following answer by the Hon’ble Mi:. PK was laid on the table ; — 

“The Provincial Malaria Committee is an advisory, not an 
executive body. For the recoinnieiidations made by the Committee the 
Hon’ble Member is referred to the answer to a similar question asked by the 
Uon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Bauer | i . Particulars of certain anti-malarial 
works carried out during the last three years with the approval of the 
Provincial Malaria Committee art* given in three statements (A, B and C) 
appended. During the past year, five Sub- Assistant Surgeons were also 
employed on quinine distribution in Malda, and an Assistant Surgeon 
besides Sub-Assistant Surgeons was sent to Manikganj. Quinine has also 
been distributed to school children in Hooglily It is impossible to estimate 
the actual result of this work, but numerous petitions for its continuance 
show that it was highly appreciated The work done on the lines recom- 
mended by the Prn\ mein 1 Malaria Committee for the popularisation of 
quinine has shown excellent results, as may be seen by the rapid increase in 
sales during the last three years (her 73,000,000 grains ha\c been sold up 
to SOth November this year as against 4b, 301 ,000 sold m 1013 - See statement 
P appended ” 

Statement A referred to t>y the Hon tde Mr. Pi: m Ins Ansn'er to (Question 
So. IV ( tt //starred ) asked hi/ the Hoa'hte K.\l Kadha ClIAKAN Pal 
B\H\oru at the ('inmcil Meeting of the I.Vh December Ihh). 

1912-13, 
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492 Questions and Answers. [13th 1)kcem BE®, 

[ Mr. Oe.] 

Statement C referred to by the Hon' hie Mtt. I>K in his Answer to Question 
No. IV musLurreil) ashed by the Hou’ble Rai Hadha Cijaran Pa I. 
Baiiaim r at t lie Council Meeting of the 13th December. 1913. 

1914-15. 
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Statement I> referred to (>*/ tin tton'hie Mil |>i. tn bt\ Ansn-er tt> Question 
iVo. I\ ( nustormh nskni bn tie Ilnnhlr U\\ h\\OUA CllAKAN l*Ah 
BAHADt K at the Council Mctinf of tie 1 if h l>mnh>r. 1U /7, shmeimj 
sale* of Quinine /// fhi< f* re.se I n<ij nu'en in n\n, t ^ t r pnr/x>\r of 
east/ coni part sun. 
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(Juestinus a wi Antttwr* ■ President s Addres>. [IStii 1 >KCBAiltKi;. 
[//// //. Pul linhtnhir : Mr. Birlcjj ; The President .] 

By i he Hon hie l! A I II A DMA HI All AN PAL BAHABHi 

V. Will t In* dn\ eminent hi ph\m <1 to lay on the t ii l >1 * a st atriimiU 
*' ‘ V\ ln * Vii K l imN mg 1 he 1 -^mit ami scxentx <»i lamim oi scarcity r\ -st mg m tin- district 

.iintucu 1 1 f of 1 Jankura am I the '1 l-Biuganas ami what "i< ps limy have taken or an 
:u,a a " f| taking ioi t hr reln-l n| tlm pcoof m those ;itr;h i 

ar^itms 

Tim billowing aiiswei 1 1 \ : In lion hh* Mi:. BIBL1A was laid on the table : — 

Hniliitni — I Im Honhh \1< iiiIm'i ls lelenvd to tlm replies which 
have been given to day to tlm questions put bv the Double Bahu Suren dra 
\alh Bauerp arid t Im * lion hie Bahu Smvndrn Nath Ray 

A{ Pm (f a mis There is no famine or scarcity An unusually gtxid crop 
of winter' rice is being harvested, and the ei’ops of aiitmnn rice and jute were 
good barber in tlm year there 1 was some* distress among agricultural 
labourers audit was met adequately bv private charity and by t he* provision of 
extra work bv tlm District Board 

THE PRESIDENT S ADDRESS 

III s Ivxcrllcn. \ II'.' N; K>d M\N i said 

t 1 1 , \ 1 1 | , m i v — 'bn. un >i 1 I w < Ic. mu \ "U in i • . ^ on let \ • ■ uml pn 'pa i cd 

t,o < 1 1 sc barge d u nni: .moihci sewn >n the d at n s . ul i ust . - d 1 o \ . »i i as Members ol 

the beg is la 1 1\ • <« >u m 1 1 and i " a - - M . in • fa r as \ . >n can . in I In* good goo rn- 
iii, .ill o|' Bengal. A- l.o a- hgmlalnm m conceim.i. I hai them will be xa rx 

liltle in which tJ.weiiiiin nt will Im i i b I i t" ask ba \ * • u i In-Ip Legislation 

which is l" he e| any ime miM oil- n L» < out- ntnms I know tin x iew w inch 

pi e\ ails about coni cut ions h g'lslal ion at tin piesenl tunc, many o| \oti, I 
I >cl ie \ e, s l » a i e in that x a w , -o pel ha ps \ on -to not i . gi ct t ha! them will 

little lrgisl.it L»n. Still Home .4 \ nu 1 1 isi \ I" soi r\ heai, as I e. Handy am 

son \ to sax that I have x.ix little hop. .>1 being ahh to ask \ - >u in 
deal even m its earliest stage diiiin lliis session w it It a t aleiitta Municipal 
Bill. Sneli a Ball is I ilnnk at anx iat< xeix milch needed and I sine- mix 
•hope I I miLdii s< e it passed dining m\ Min' .4 olliee I I. r| I can haidlx Imp, 

foi that now I k..ow that “■•in. o| \t.ii ml n I l - » snap. \oii: eotirs* o| aeli >n 

oi aeeoolanet wHli who x.-n-vpeit t-.happ i al-niif thm Bill, and s<> I iak< 
t | |r tii m nppoi t mi l x ol n I bug \ on w lial I b n 

| >\ \our .pn st on- x on nave ulmadx helped t b w eratnent . You must. 

I expect, led. bn instance, that we an glad o! tin* opportunity wlimii 

questions atfordrd to Ml. I >i i lex of explaining w hat we are domain regard 
to famine and th»>d I h i oil .* In >ul tin* lVeM Pina a> a whole tin agricultural 

situation i s exeelhnt A u i until i me was go.>.| I lie emp n| winter •; ca- 

llow being leaped O e.jinllx good ! ll.Me IIIXs,-|! hern ill places where 
1 am told t lie \ level had betlel padilx el op" Im"" pile W as gMW'l, 

this yea i than has be. m t lie ease m *>tlmi meent x.ais, bin the cultivators 
have gol a pin*. which, I hope max . he. k Imllnn r< straetioii in aiea * 
But we all km>w th.it. sum. - 1 m; net n hax e Mitl-md. IT pp« im. specially in 
the Brahinanbana "iiLdix mion. tin* Kmlmrganj "iiLdix mion o| Mymen- 
smgh and the Fen) subdivision ol Noakhali all "UlL red li-un Hoods and tin 
district of Bankura had sutVeied from d i ought . 1 barn more clearly » very day 

that we ate olten api Inie. owing to mMitVmmimy ol in lormat ion. lo draw 
t incorrect conclusions to an extent which surprises one who conics from a 

country w here accurate knowledge ol matters m more pumkly disseminated 
than U is here, and 1 lee! that them is a distinct advantage aJI round in 
fioYenuneut s being called on t>*atiswei .jiiestions such as have hern put and 

answered to-da\ . It m Mghl i hat we sjiouJd all maiiM that though tin* 

* conditions m the atlc'ied aieas ar«‘ 1 1 1 n « * B improved, t Imre are stdl large 

tracts wlier** there is no winter rev, at^vl w her. you have every right to 
expect tbA'ermneu! toieabbeth.il mucl» must "till be don* •. We are glad 'to 
make d known that mu ->lheei" me working iiani and will continue to work 
hard, ami wvai- gl.sd t oiake u known that private indixduals and private 
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< harftal>l< oiyamsal inns an Huitmu liani ton m latlon witl, „ui otlic,<i> 

1 '? l oil*'' <hst i chs lictwcTii !* an. I 10 lakli> o! mpncs haw altva>i\ 1 ►een 
distributed m loans, and mom than a lakh m gratuitous relief In Hankura 
and m I >i uhnian ha 1 la special grants amounting in i ! i • • aggmgHf e to nearly - 
lakhs haw been given to hist net hoards to help tinm to omMniri ieM»rvoirI 
.aid dej tanks as relief works, an ! wc m iv hop * that these will piovc o! Lasting 
hntioHt. Tiicrc is one part irulai eo-mcet-d v\ it h t h is I o \v htcii I should like to 
rrlrr. ldamsav man) o| \ on know that m tin kanku t a dmt net tin 
ait* suffering along with I he agneiill iin^T - A local 
ovrr by the I>i"tiici Julge. Mr. Tindal j s d'lmo* ,k ] „ 

< J overmnent lia\< plant'd LV oO.OOt) i . . \1 ( In, dal s < 
l his work w Inch we Leliev e is L. inc ,w» II don. Theo 
\ oil i 1 noth U w h o a i • • i n I • ■ rest ei j n j< mm I i nd u *» t i ie*. pei 
i »pjn *rt unity ol helping Mi Tindal lo got mi I, jv and so 
to keep one mdilst r \ ai I- a si . 1 1 1 \ . and at l In* satin 
j >i h »r won \ * i s 


• < wnmit t 1 
"t loi tin* 
• immii to. 
a i o man \ 


w oa vo is 
< ‘ j • ms 1 d ed 
o weavers 
to help on 
•I v on • ,r « >1 


• ap"> y 'ii iim \ li ml s« une 
do si .jin thin ’ piaol toal 


tmn d- > 


. i 


ha ill \ i m 1 1 


n 


Again. in tin matt* 1 o| pile* \ . «u havi Miown \ « ,11 * ;ni- <. m and il the 
..uswers given L\ the ( 'iool S, on tan Inlpmanx wav lonuk. i .. 1 1 < < known 
what t io\ erninent I ia \ c d om and ,U'e doino to | r\ and In muf al">ut .1 liottei 
"lilte o| things, it w 1 I I" good 1 0! all oj is tioxoimm ut n*ci ionise that 
Hungs an* not pm loft an! an drti'i iiiiiml 1 o t rv and impi * - v < things Wo 
lot*l sure that si him o! the si 1'ps w « ha\o tak« n woo 1 i^jt! 1 1 st» ps I know 
that m;iii\ oi in \ inin-oHinal o »|jeague- in this < ’mined and of hois win* 

nro not in I hi" < ’oiitH il ni e sm» ol t his too I lm < [||c\ air mih* as I am 

that <i «v eminent an* going to tako im>r< snrlt steps ami an as hopeful as 

I a in 1 ha I 1 1 n | *11 1 >1 n* a re goi ng 1 o d < < t h«*i 1 lust to si»c that what t » o\ o 1 n nmn t 
do shall m**e! with in*lp 1 do not ioIoi tmielx to 1 In n'lviil outhmak 

ol a now 1 01 m o{ ciiinc m ( ah-ntta that sm t m| thing must h« met hero, 

ns it mm hot n in ol h< 1 pljnr-v |,\ special mnasiiros. and it m not easv 

in in .ni\ moo than ) 1 i" o, m| h » * ? plan *s 1 < > tin i at onne ctlcnt 1 vn roinnt 1 10s 
ioi m w I or ms • »! cimn A" l" that 1 • .in rndv s,i\ that wo shall do 0111 

i *> st W lint I i elm I" is I'm mm n m, in i al ipit'st i< his — t In* t piost imm as to 

w hr I Mi < 1 011 1 la v h.m ho. n j '*t t nil' 1 01 ni * dnji n it • • m 1 01 mat n»ii It m a 

1 1 11 1 sin 1 1 nit tin < f ticienc v o' a p *1 u*. hen -m p *i Imp- I mi ? hi 1 at In 1 to s.i\ of 

a t ml pohcn lore. depends on ifs n | os» * 1 loss ,.| imirli w.lh tin people and 

on t In extent t o w Ii n h 1 ; s* i;u 1 1 s I fn < on (id* 'in*. ■ m| t In peoph 1 1 is a I ruisiii 

that a police lone whose member" do not speak tin language of tin [»oop|o 

am )iu whom the\ am working nannot he as effective as om would like to 

see it ami it is a truism that if p« ople at. not wilhnj to give evidence 

about crimes. I lm detect ion ol o 1 11m hnnoni.*» *i xm\ difficult matter, or that 

ii people leai that b\ giving i* \ nicim t ln*\ mav Li mg e\il niiiHnjilciKVh on 

them fmni w h mil l In* po' in. cannot protect them, I In \ will hesitate to give 

that nviHmien \\h* know all that ami v\ « know. too. though perhaps not s.* 

dearly as some of \ mi do or as man\ outscl* ol t h is, ( *oii nnl know, what a 
hindrance to the willing g.xmg of »*\ idenee tln*te n m tin ah^enm* of 

limlitics. m elaborate pioeedum*. mi m delays-— ill of which involve 

loss of time, loss of mom \ . troiihhsome |oU!iin\s. and ot he meon \ en mnnes 

W(* know all that, hut wa have mr t.» tak« ilnn/s ; ,v find tlrm. 

and tr\ to altei them s«. tliat h<*lo»e lonj the\ may h« \m\ <hfletent 

We cannot do everythin.: at once it will iak<* tmn , l.ut I wele.oim 

.mythin^ vvl*ieh leads pi Mph* to realm. ni"i< nlearlv that * »o\ o ninmit, are 
domi r sometliintf We hax< no reason t.» h** hop. jess l ie propoition 

oi tie* police to tlie general populatiMn 01 Ilmural is stuallm than in an\ 
other ]ir«»vinee of India We have onl\ om pole*, man to about e\v,y two 
thousand people — in Ilomhav which is oltmi .pioted to us. the\ have one to 
.■very 77 'J. Our criminal statistics do not compart unfa voiiral.lv with those 
m other provinces. This shows | hof>»* t hat our people am la vv -abiding on 
the whole. I»ut it also shows I think that, co-operation between the police and 
1 Ite people is not quite so absolut'd^Won-existent as we are sonn-tynes hantilv 
’.nelinetl tl) fielinv. . <)ld t ra^it-mns tako loner t n d u*. and an isolated e\ imj»h‘ of 
an evil praetie.- w'hieh mm.* w;ts eoiiiinon m apt to h- lo »k.* ! <*u as proving 1 
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4<U; The lie infill Smoke- i/HiS'inces ( I niemTnent ' 

Hill : Resolution* ; 

[.)//•. lientsou Hell: Mnult'i I. /\ . / n-J-nl- Ihoj. ] 

I, hut that pi act ice is still common. Hut 1 am hopeful that Bengali* w ilj he no 
slowoi than otlmr people are to Mr improvement, ami to welcome it. ami 
to go onl to meet it. All reforms in administration, or nearly all reforms, 
it in often said, cost money ; hut the reform which is worth more than am 
other often costs nom — that iHorm is a change in the attitude of our mind- 
towards any particular question I shall not dwell on that; it is a matter 
in which non-ofiicials ean help ijmte as mueh as • »lli r*i;i Is. and I hope that all 
of us do help when we can. 

But there are main things which do cost niouev and winch we ail want. 
;ni(f winch I fear we cannot \ et get. Especially is this so here jus! now’ in 
matters concerning health and education. We all regret — no one regrets 
more than I ■ o\ ei imieiii — that man;, things cannot now U done w hich w< 
hoped to see done at once. We ha\c had toahandon projects on which We 
had set our imaits, wc have 1 o mu remlei uiomw that we feel we could spend 
well , wc have t > do this because of vital necessity. I fear we must continue 
doing it, loi rigid as mn eeonoim m the current ycai is. our economy next 
year must 1 foai he even more rigid This means to all of us delay which w. 
dislike ; to me if means that I must leave Bengal without seeing much done 
that. 1 should rejoice to see done : We e;m onl) take comfort 111 the hope that 
it also means t hat when those things are done they will he Lettei done , |oi 
we can use tbi- interxal o| pause m thinking our scheme-, out e\en hettei . 
ill d ise u sSi n l* difhcillties with i aeh other and seeing liow we can meet each 
othei. We ! i ; i \ i our different ideas a- L> what )- controversial. hut [ feel 
sine that to shirk dillicull\ is not the Best way of avoiding eontio\er-\ , and 
theieiiie maiiN ditlieiil ties which you can help < »o\ eminent to get round in 
then dealing with question- which all n! v**ii and tfovernmcnt alike wish 
to solve. 


LIST OF BUSINESS ITEM No. 3. 

TIIK BKM.AL S\|i)KKM ISAM AMENDMENT BILL iUJ 

I 1 1< I I oil hi e Mi Beat -< "I I >* II 111 o\ et | that I 1 1 e Bengal •' N l li ok e- 
nuiHanees Am* ndmeiii Kill HHh he lelencd !<> a N-leri ('ommitte* 
consisting ' •! the Ih'll hie Ml Lang lie lloll Me Ml. t i i roll ill* Hon hie 

Mr. Laid on lln Hon hie Mi La\ne tin* ll**n hie Mr ililarv, 1 1 1 < ■ Hon hi* 

Kaja llrishikesh Lalia, the ILuihle 1 La i Balha (’haran Lai Bahadur, tin 
1 1 on hl< ■ Mr Bra\. Hi*- Hon Me Mi <! II. L Anti and t lie mm er, with instruc- 

t it >in 1 1 » circulat e t h* ir report mtimefoi it- eon-ehu at joii in t’oinie.! at tin* 

meet mg to he held in danuai \ next 

The motion was put ami agreed n*.» 


RESOLUTIONS. 

LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEMS Nos. 4 to 6. 

Tim following lesolut lolls, which s t * >* k 1 m the name *)l the lhm hie Maul\i 
A. K. FAZL-F l.-H AQ. wme, i»\ leave of tile President. withdrawn : — 

I. This Conned recommends to the (imcinor m Council that steps he 
taken to provide special t ravelling allowance rates for district 
siih-regist rat s and district joint sub-registrars in the districts 
of Bakarganj, Farid pur. Noakhali and < 'hittagong. 
idiis Council recommends to the Covornor in Council that steps he 
■taken to provide floating dispensaries for the F. astern Bengal 
districts of the Presidency. 
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I 111 !- ( ouiK-il iv<-omm.-ii.l> In ilu- t Jovi'iiiui in ( '.>itti<'il that all 
.‘X.st.iifr croulao. ivlatin- ... i|„. „| .,pp, 

-I Mu liamma<laii> .vr.ain h, ,.| .!„• puhlir smv.m 
In' ilia. h- applicabli' In all il-pan n.,nt j„ , | l( pi,l,|i,- s,., vie* . 
ami f lint all Ima.U of -l.parl in.-nt s !„■ ,|ii,., t,.,| t . . .-.uhttHf 
ipiarterl v ivporl* <>n tin- wnrkins- --! Mi.-h nt.-iilai>. ; ,ii.| dial 
l-orm-s oi Midi ivp.illj. I r t-ll-flll.lt,-. I III all ivr. 1 £ r„iy,.,| A II pilU.llis 
.'uid M u hamma< l;m imblir bodies 
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LIST OF BUSINESS ITEM No. 7. 

MAI’I. VI \ K I' AZI 1’ I 1 1 An iiim-I ,!„ 


This ( ’ollm ll nri MIIHM 1 ) 1 1 
present system oi I ia vnii* lit- 1 
(Till res i >t * al ailishe. 1 . and t hat a 
located m one I mil I ini: m some 


1 ‘ ' 1 ll- * 1 1 \ el ll o i ill < b >11 nei | | i 1,1 1 1||. 
1 1 m 1 1 t '*' • >1 I * I'es id * lie) \\ aill^l ales al dltVcicni 
II v ' | l ,, h 1 Minis , Nl I j >i ■ i id la i \ and f ! « n i « » i'. i • \ Ia 
'■ eii! i al pine, • m i hi eit \ 


He said — 

“In lMO\ I1JLT t In- I esolllf 10,1. I \mHi l" a-k III \ ,, >n l,|e , . >i | , -a o , , t v I,, 

disabuse I 1 1 e i > minds o| aii_\ misapjiielif 1 1 -> i • u » rhat max pos^iblx -\isi 
i‘(‘^ra rd l nti* tiie rm>ti\*s "Inch !ia\. induct'd in. t < . In mu | ( >, V \ aid f his -ui.jrei 
loi- a > I i-mi --h >n ai this <’ouneil | am airaid tlieie - i linking suspicion n, 

J l‘ ( ‘ mill I > -I -oin • hon’Ue niemb.is that s,>m. when i*ehmd lie i csmIiji inn 
d' s( ‘ll- tlmre m pei naps tin obnoxious n ..on . >i i h- numb, i- »l tin h-^al 
proies-n in ^ ln> am* 1 1 vine* t,, indue.' < I <>\ . 1 unuiit i«> abolish i -\st-m >x|,ieh 
has adxeis. lx a tb •<’ 1 1 *d t'no pickets In otlnu vxoids alt In .ut*h tin m 

this ' v -o!nti'.i» ma\ be the \oie- , ,| K- m i ii hand m i.-alU tin hand . >1 

•Hteoh i can .i^un m\ ! n>n I.V in. nds that tin n o*uli\ in* bn au\ 

S,,s i 1 1 ‘ * i ' >n "I thi- kind i i i a \ . b. . n nidm.l |<> neve in 1. 1 1 • inaltaj in 
eonsequein >»i lets uhnii tax- n,iii. Uithin m\ • o\ n -.1 , \ a( n>n. ami f am 
nun'll’ I 'ih r< -■ <1 itt n»n ,n t’oimml - -n m; m\n i e* | >oie i In 1 1 1 \ and mu m\ -.\v n 
1 1 1 1 1 u 1 1 1 \ . I hope 1 -hall in ibl* to 1 • 1 1 n * 1 1 , , • ■ h >n bh niemhm- that the 

split tine up u| the I <i !<*. ( '"lo ini- bf. n im»i. "I an a.|\ant,i^ rail,, i liian u 

disad v,a nt aim t - > t ! n I* LCa I pi ob s- • oj , I h - 1 1 tax ->>t i nd -< >n n ■ I ia t p o ad ■ o - .-a I 

but like all pa I ad u e.»nt mi- an iin-n-p. m ,■ I 1 1 nth 

■* * 

< h Iinin nox\ i O - ll. I es, >1 ui n in i ! I i . I h ■ 11 "ill b« « , >, « < . |, j | M . n , 

bon ble j-olleae'lle^ liiai ll ill.' S\stem ol -pint 1 1IJ up I In- Police < Ml) ' 1 s in 

( a 1 c* it 1 1 a 1 1 a s l n ! 1 o I u e, . | a - • a I . ' t > | ! 1 1 1 u j s w . . i - 1 ! 1 1 a n I h » • \ s \ , • . , ! , , ( . , i , i J , , 

sysi etit ,st and- sell -condemned and -boiild !». ■ a bo| !s|,t‘d m lax. no ol i|. oh I 

system, ii not b>i o,n i » • * ; ! ♦ ■ * In »»■ !♦• I., pide. in>x\ be tin n* x\ -x'^i. n },.,*■ 

^ justified expem at tolls, i! is ii.n-sai) to t|j«' 'U ' eu jiml a m nude' 

which the imj.»\atn.n vx.is un ieitaken Ii nriih i«. m* that i b. id. -a •>! 
split! I IIL»* up the Police tour's t.iiemaled in an initial hhimh ' o> I ii > ~ not 
Hurprtsiue* that the measni.- ha^ pi oved a b >\\ ina^h ’ jailui'f 

My Lord, a LVniral Polie,- ( .,iirt in < aiciilla ha- b.-.-n a im.-M^nised 
institution since tin* mtioluciion ol Ib iUsb mh in tin- count. \ Ii had. on 
tin* whole, work e, | well, and there \xa- m*ve» aux <*omph,int at, out u - h, cation, 
uo cry I'roin any smuion oi t lie pat I *1 1«* oi tin; p'ess breal. u up into hlVeient 
courts locatiul in dificrcut parts o| t i j . ■ town. I In* ,jiie-t nm 'lieu arises Win. 
wailful till* partition ? Not certain!) tin* public (iovemment I In*, eb m*c must 
Imve niovcl on their own initial i \ e and it is 1 inuejoi,* novsnn v to < on^ide- 
whetln*r there was any real jitpt ificat ion b», ibis scheme M | partition. 

To be^iu *wtlh, tiiere Lis been piaeticailv no increase in tlteamoun* ol 
real judicial work perform#* I m Hie t'alemta Police bumis. \ careful -.tudx* 
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m| ihc fit'll i es placed < hi i he Council table in Maieli and April. 19] at the 
instance of the lion blc Hai Badha Charan Pal Bahadur and the HoiKble 
L)i. I)eha Prasad Sarhadhikari. would f-K;a rl\ show that if the pet ly cognizable 
eases i which practically take no time; arc excluded, the amount oi rant* work 
has hardly increased at all in recent years. In other words, there has been 
no appreciable increase in t he nuuibei oi serious eases which really indicate 
the criminal activity o| the people. The area ol t he town has also not 
meieased. The junsdiei ion ol the Presidency Magistrates remain** unaltered. 
The numbei ol police-stations has lemained as it has been since !8L r >. 

< lover iiinent t hcniseh es hav e recognise' I t best* laets by their recent decision to 
abolish the post ol one ol the stipendiary Presidency Maoist i at es. Pesides. tlie 
lacilil ies ol locomoi mn and eommunieat nm ! i a \ e praet ically anm hdat.ed t ime 
and space m Calcutta. and have made it smallei and nmeh mure emit ralised 
than it a i e v\ decades ago In slcr . Calcutta has not eerlamlv heeome 

too I iijj b»r one « mitral criminal court s u lai a* aiea is eem-mned. and I have 
just now shown that tin* amount of ease woik has also 1 emained ]naetieall\ 
the siinie as it was Leiuie tin* pint item ol the Poller Cnuit*- was undertaken 

I he only ullieia I e \ pi a nal n mi b >rl iieunniiLi bn a parti mn ol the Calcutta 
Police Courts is to lie I » »U 1 1 d III the Resolution o| the Loral (io\ eminent. 
No 1 ho3 P. H . « hit • *d the llh d u in ■ 1 9 1 •», a ip! pu bhs I ie I at page 709 o| tin* 
Sujij>((*nicnt lofltr (KlruUu (i da I e< I tie* I 1th .lime. I 9 IT It is 1 ln*re 

staled that ' st i-pendun y Presidency Magistrates have increased in recent 
years hom then original umnhei oi two to a*- many a^ live and it has heeti 
I on ml .d t ogel her i n i ( <emhle l o pi ov ide aceomniodat ion i n any way suit a IT* foi 
the juiiiot stipendiaiv Magistrates an I lot the Honorary Piesideiicy Magis- 
trates who might i elide i valuable a^Niinu' il such accommodation wen* 
avadahle. It is theieloie eleai that it s mi ihegioimd ol msiiilieietiev n| 
accommodation l hat t lie < iovemmeiit eondeimied the yvMrm o| Imldine the 
various courts m one and the same building and. we may take it. that the 
partition wasde\i>ed loielicvt what llun'iiiiiii'ii; thought was nnihing nion 
than a physical congestion owing to mMilViciniey ol accommodation h 
appears that heloic t he announcement ol l lie 1 1 ansler ol the Imperial capital 
from ('aleutta, lump-sum estimate** had been piepaivd bn adding two new 
court -i minis to i he Lai Bazai building where the Presidency Magistrates 
Oourts were at that time located When however the (raushi ol the 
(ioYctmnenl ol India olleied a icasonahle pi o<* peel o{ utilising various 
buildings which it was thought would he leiideied vacant. 1 lie idea o| adding- 
new moms to the Lai Bazar building vvas ahandoued, and it was at one time 
thought that the Local Covermnent might ohtatn possession of the big 
building where the Foi oign and Mill ary Seenviariat of 1 lie (iovemmenl o{ 
India was then located. It was even hoped that it would he iound possible' 
to convert No. .‘1. Charuork Place, into a centralised Presidency Magistrate’s 
Court and no idea of splitting up the courts i nt « • different buildings hhd (*ven 
t-hen entered into the counsels of (Jov eminent No definite decision was 
however arm od at , and. as we learn from the resolution itself, the present. ♦ 
system ol creating two new courts m tin 1 northern and southern portions oi 
the town respectively was introduced as an experimental measure in order to 
relieve the physical congestion then existing at the Lai Bazar Police 1 Courts. 

W hen, however, this decision became known to tin* public, the Hon hie 
l>r Heba Prasad Sai hadhikari fioni his place in tins very (mined and the 
Indian section of the press, notably, the [mrito Ba^tr PatrikaJfris and Iiayyet . 
the Benyalu. tin* the llitahudi and the Snik in one voice pointed 

out that it would be worse than useless to take away a slice to Jorabagan and 
another to Kvd Street, and they all suggested that, if the Fire Brigade could 
he removed from the low« i floor of the Lai Bazar building, the alleged 
congestion would he wholly relieved, and the courts could continue to be held 
at Lai BazaV until a new central court was built The (iovemmeiit, however, 
stated that the suggestion was not immediately practicable, a! Ui ought tlu* Fire 
Brigade were almost immediately removed from Lai Bazar and no reasons 
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from tilt* public and has been nil nn\\ i>nt* 
HiOns of tin* official world. What b>!h»\\ 


[Mttuln .1. A . /■Vir/-M/-//fiy. J 

werngui'iiiis tn why not I- 1 1 mil. oi ki t . -I \ nrarti- 

cabl e . Mr. .1 < . IVt«-i>on. i.< wa> j.l;,. .-1 on ^ , :a l *j.it v to oxamin,. this 

miggostion ami )<• initial'- <lotimt.‘ propo-aU. I.ut Ins ivp.ni |,:m Uvn w.thlicJtl 

h * hr 1 tof.o’iv <*. Mitidmt ml posses-'* 
*d |s Mgmfb-ant \ t i on eminent 
reaolutioi. gave out that all amilable space an I i.ini.iin > uitlim the 1‘oluv 
compound at Lai Lazar including the IVcsidmicN M,ig.>iii|. - <\ M it» won* 
urgently required I *y l In- < ’ommisshmei I l\»Ii,-,- rb/< >•//* , t Luted 

9th April. 19i:i . Ir is evident. i hmVfoi that th- .il ol the On of 

Presidency Magistrates ( oitrl to tin* Lank'diall building w;h int niu«*h 

due to phv steal congestion as I < » tin- urcessitv Ln ncri'iig thr uigcnt 
requirements ol the polire. The ph*a of physical conges! ion* was o{ only 
secondary import amr, and ihctc must have been « »t h» ■ t iMihi hoations w }i icii 
will remain a scaled hook t o t hr public 


J In* (*o\ eminent do not claim the paitition <•{ tin holier (hunts to he 
a permanent measure. It is at best an experiment, a makeshift imcdy to 
relieve the alleged physical congestion o| the courts at Lai Lazar. The 
experiment ha- necessarily involve 1 an enormous o\ pen I it u i .• ol pu bl ie money, 
and be{< *i e Wo proceed to ronsidei whether li'Sulls li,; \ e justified this 
expcndit tire, it will be heft o il wo t r \ to ha\ e a n id-\u of ali.it the actual 
expenditure has bcon In the fir-t place, theio has b.rn a considet u Lie 
increase m the recurring and non-recurring charge* I cannot piob-s- t * > be 
able t o gi\ e t hi- t’oiimul an i !e i of tin- actual • • \ p- *nd it it i e incurred under 

this head, but I ha\e .side to gather the follow m* figures which will 

speak for t hem-civ r- — 


1. ATiitiom ami alter.it ums, <*u . . . b.i.OOU 

J Klcrtnr fitting ... ... ... . \<MH) 

h. Furniture aid <• jiiijnii Mils nf tie* two new courts ... l,iU)0 

1 Kcpuirs. etc ... ... .. a t 000 

Tot it ... 77,:too 


'There must 1 7< * other items of expend’tmv unknown to tin* public, which, 
I am sure, will bring up I lie total well up to a lakh Secondly, a go.nl deal of 
recurring expenditure is being incurred uiuhr the present system. The 
ministerial and menial stall ha- been considerably increased ; the police 
establishment attached to the courts has Ic on highly augm *nted , the Public 
Prosecutor and his staff* have also been strengthened ; Its. bOO a uiont li is bejng 
paid as house-rent for tin* Kyd Street f’ourt lntilding alone, besides the 
*1inuse-rciit of officers displaced by the ejcation of dorabagan Police f'ourt ; 
the contingent expenses have increased enormously , the rates and taxes, hot- 
weather charges, initial expenses, liveries to peons, telephone charges, not 
to mention numerous other charges inseparable from the paraphernalia ol a 
court establishment, which have all increased to a degree almost appalling. 
The figures that f have been abb* to get on private inquiry alone work up to 
more than Rh. 36.000 a year. Tin* position therefore is this for the sake of 
an experiment which could not be more than a men* temporary measure. 
Government, have had to spend nearly a lakh as initial non-recurring 
expenditure^ and a recurring expenditure of Rs. .‘50,00 ) a year. Is it fair, is 
it just that all this money should be practically wasted for reasons which, in 
the fact* of them, appear to be wholly unsound and unjustifiable ? 

* .... * 

Then* could have been some justification for all this cuormous 

expenditure of public money if there could have been shown that some 
practical* benefits have resulted to the public by the removal of any 
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inconvenience or hardship which may have been due to the old system. Let 
us examine this aspect of the case carefully. The Ilon’ble Mr. Stevenson- 
Jrfoorc, t lie then Chief Secretary to the Covernmeiit, of Bengal, in reply to a 
question asked by the Ilon’ble Rai Radlia Charan Pal Bahadur at the Courcil 
meeting of the 2nd April. 1013, stated that ‘the partition would increase 
the efficiency of the 1 ’ourts and that t he public* concerned would be greatly 
benefited and convenienced.’ These then art? the official justifications for 
the partition. I will presently show that the promise! ‘efficiency’ of the 
courts has proved extremely illusory and that the public concerned have 
been deriving results utterly incompatible with either benefit or convenience. 


Let us first eonsidei tin 1 question of efficiency. Now, efficiency is a 
mysterious term v% Inch has always been hurled at us by the officials in order 
to silence unpleasant criticism. 1 1 is a word which, in the official dictionary, 
seems to possess various meanings, and it can be made to suit tie* requirements 
of any argument in support of actions winch are absolutely indefensible. It is 
difficult, however, to make out what the efficiency of a court really is. It, may 
mean prompt despatch of work, t he turning out of a la i ge quantity of manual 
work without regard to quality; it may mean t he despatch of vvoik at the 
sacrifice of all conformity to law and pmeeduie. or it may mean that the 
eases tiied by Magistrates should end in a parlictihu way quite nros|ective 
of what, the merits ol t he ease may really happen to It. However, we find 
that, so far as this efficiency is concerned, there have been t he following 
objectionable result s flowing frmnthe system of partition * — 


’There has been an uneven distribution of work between Jtlie 

Magistrates. At Lai Bazar, all the (’residency Magistrates sat m one 

building and the Chief Presidency Magistrate took cognizance of all eases and 
transferred them to other Magistrates, regard being had t<>the state <>l tlmii 
tiles, and there* was t hus a fair d ist nbut ion ol work Now the Magist rat es 
sit in different parts of t he t own. exercise limited jurisdiction, take practical 
cognizance ol eases within t lie areas allotted to them, and the distribution oi 
work amongst them is neither even nor unilorm. This is as it might have 

been expected to be. The three police divisions of i 'alcutta to w Inch the 

jurisdictions of the three now courts ha\e been made toconform aie based more 
on considerations of geojra] ideal ana than on the quantity of work actually 
arising wit hm t heir jurisdiet ions riile ('nlcu f t<t (inzette, iffith March. HMHV 
'The result, o{ tin* present arrangement has been that, while one Magistrate 
generally rises at 2 r.M., anot her goes on holding com l till 7 r.M., and while 
one Magistrate in one di\ lsion finds lime hanging heavy on his hands foi 
lack of sufficient work, another Magistrate finds himself overburdened wLli 
work. Another result of the arrangement has been that a senior Magistrate 
now I ries a large number of petty eases, while the bulk of the serious eases 
in vol\ ing important questions of law and fact are tried by junior Magistrates. 


’The next objection to the piesent system, and which in my opinion 
ought to knock the fetish of efficiency on tin* head is the delay which now 
arises m the despatch of business. It wjp thought at first that the partition 
Would (cad to a prompt despatch of business h\ all the courts But a 
careful observat ion of the working and effect ol tin* scheme will show that 
several eases have to t>o kept back daily and adp urned on account of 
prosecuting officers or material witnesses being engaged in one court while 
their other cast's are being called out in another. At Lai Bazar an index 
was preserved of old convicts, and the antecedents of accused persons sent 
up by the police for trial before Magistrates could in most eases be traced in 
the course of one day. But rinee the* partition, east's have got to be adjourned 
both iu the Jorahngan and K\d Street Courts and accused persons remanded 
to hajat IVr the verification of their antecedents, hi several matters (e.</..'ihc 
Press Act, the Extradition Act and so forth; the Chief Presidency 'Magistrate 
exercises exclusive jurisdiction. For some purj oses, , therefore, the public 
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Jorabagan. This double court arrangement leads ueitliei to t he »mii\ enience 
of the public nor to a prompt despatch o| l-UMiiess mu to the efficiency of the 
Court. In tin* matter ol correspondence with t he public .md t lie various 

Government departments or public bodies, an 1 m the m uim <>{ all order* 

of the High Court, or m the mattei of mtvuvs of piuvs^-s sent 1 i execution 
in Calcutta from Courts outside, as also m tin* matter of transfe? ol eases 
from tin* tile of one Magistrate to another, tin*!** e always eoisidernble dela\ 

inasmuch as tin* machinery ol tin* Police ( ' nit has gut to b< m*i m motion 

only throt gh the Chief Presidency Magi*li.tle w ho ult im.it d\ sends down 
his direct ions to Kyd Street or dotabagan. It is unieivs-an t > dilate on 
this aspect of the question, for il is «*\ ident t .at the location ol tie « 'hi**! 
Presidency Magist rat « in a building nubs awa\ t rom tin ot In t Povnhnev 

Magistrate's must neces^anlx lead t<> waste o! 1 1 1 1 1 * in consequem*,. <»l tie 

time which must neeessaul\ b, taken up botoje tht* t'hni P.-nb-ncx 

M a gist rate can po^iblv eomtnimieate w it h t In* < >t her Mag *q rat • s. 

1 claim also that w it i i tin* j »a rt 1 1 « on tin ir has been an iiirlbi t \ \ c * u p • i 
vision of Jfubnrdiuni « couits b\ the duel Pie-odeiic\ Magistrate \s a 
matti r of fart^snpoi v ision ol tin* < ’lnef l*rc#idene\ M a istiate has bec<»un 
now linuelv nominab Koimoily the Chiel I h * '•i.bma Mag'stiate be, I a 

dail \ w at i ii on t hr !i les o| t he cases pend in 1 in the < 'on i i ^ < d tin* ! 1 oin> i a t \ 
Pivsidem \ Magistrates, and c\etew<d a cet mi am-unl o| admmM i at i\ c 
control i »\ ei the Magistrates miIm.i din.ite to him . but now In has praeiiedly 
lost touch with llnun. In 1 he \ cry into: « sts <>1 eihen ne\ and administration 
ol just iv 1 1 is higijlv d • p a b i» • th.it lln*<>th«! !hes,d«iiey Magi ->1 i at < . who 

exercise \ as! slliniliar) poW» I s. si ollld be uinlel the e J i >S| * HI e] \ 1 h>i « »| a 
st roiig t ’ ! i icf Presidency Maos! rate 

So much tin'll lor the rffieii*lie\ 1 hope lion bh • M e n I be l will 
not be stirpiisoil to ln*ai that tin piestii! s\"l»m has h*d to go a’ 
inconvenience and r\rn hardship to tin- public It ma\ b< news t<* 
Hon bh* Members to heat that the ease <>{ one division is even now 
being tried in anothei. I nder sect ion 1? 1 {1 < »! tin- < nuuiial PioerdtiH 

(’ode. flu* ( liiel Presidency Magistrate. w th the sanction <»j lL Local 
(i overnment . I rained eerfain rubs t • > irgulnt* tin <*onduet an 1 disttilui- 
,-tion ol business in the three lie \vl\ -«*i oat - *d eniiti- Within a day oi two 
from this term orial division, it was loti mi that llnte von \e?\ b*w snious 
cases coni 1 ng up bclore the Kyd Sti»-<l Court It was t liei ebu e i j» rnjod 
(I am told without tin* sanction ol the Local (»o\ « * i nnn-nt , that all mi s*-s 
under the ( ’rtlelfy to Animals Act. all obstruction runes a i ismg within tin* 
^jurisdiction oi t i 1 1 * Pott ollic *, all motoi-ear eases, and all | »• 1 1 \ rav-s taken 
recognizance oi by the Traffic Police ansmg many paif oi t’ulenltu. would 
be heafti at the Kyd Street Police (’mot to the con vonnne. of tin* 

public brought about by t his arrangement , the hast said fin bettei A pool 
carter might be arrested l»y an S.P.C A. agent at Snnmhaz.it. a dmgi 
iiiajhi by the Poi t Police at Biehahghat . a th.een gharriwala by tin 
Traffic Police at Larabazar. or a motor-car dnvcj by a sergeant at Lrd Jia/.ar. 
but they would be hauled up all the way to Kyd >treet losufbi a sentence 
of lino — perhaps ol a rupee or t wo, although they would have to pan* 
through the jurisdiction oi one or the other or both tin* (Marts at «)t>rabngan 
and Bankshall Street. What. then, is the good of having a partition ol the 
Courts if cases arising within the ju r.sdiet ion oi one Magistrat e have got to 
be tried in another Court miles away ? But this is not all. 1 am told that 
the Chiefs Presidency Magistrate has passed a general order that ail 
complaints and cases arising m the thanas oi Muehipara and Poddopukur 
(which were in the jurisdiction of the Central (Joint) shall be heard at the 
Kyd Street Court. The result of this order is that a person i^nv living at 
Rajabazaft*. Pa*aldanga, Cl^iiqjfatala oi Xebutola has got to go tit Kyd 
Street with all his witnesses* to prosecute another or defend himself in a 
crinjin^l case, although the BanfcaliaU Street < Murt is very much nearer to 
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linn. Further. the Pivsideiiry Maoist rat** has pass** 1 another order that 
all rmiiphmit s and eases arising in lhviMons 1.2 and 3 of the t'aleuttu ] >rt 
Police shall he heaul at the t'entral Police Court. This again is a 
curious aiiangement ; although the Joiahagan Court is within a stone’s 
throw Ironi the first Ihvision Port Police, yet all cases arising within its 
jurisdiction an- being 1 ried al Piankshal I St reel Similarly the 3rd I ) i vision 
Poit Pol n e is far elosei to Kyd Street than t o 1 >an kshall St reel ; still all cases 
arising* w thin the jurisdiction of this IhviMnn aie hemi sent up lor trial to 
the ( entral Police Court It is ch*ai therelore that the experiment of 
hxaat ing 1 lie | (ilici* emu t - in ddVerent parts oi the town has led to various 
i >t!ici experiment s in ordei to keep ip, an even distribution of work in the 
three Courts. The repeated attempts o| the < 1 h ief Presidency Magistrate 
to regulate d ist 1 1 hut ion of business b\ constant changes m t lie territorial 
jurisdiction"* oi the Courts have produced the utmost mcon venience to the 
litigant public. It is tine that lliechaptei of experiments should now Ik* 
closed h\ giving up a system wlmli has got to be kept up by makeshift 
arrangement s leading mat Inn to coin * in nice to the public nor to ellie ency 

Hitherto 1 have dealt with the interference of the teintorial jurisdictions 
o| the \anoiis Magistrates by circular orders of t he Chief Magistrate. There 
areothei instances o| such inPuTei eiieo which are lai more objectionable, 
because they seem to imply an invidious distinction between Magistrates on 
(lie ground ol nationality. Asa matter o| lact the partition has set up a 
manifestly objectionable distinction between Indian and European Magis- 
trates The case ol Nnmal Kanla lloy, which so much exerciseil the public 
mind in 11 H I, occurred within tin* jurisdiction of Kummtuh \ liana, and should 
have been heard at the Jorabagan Police Court. The ease. however, was 
taken out of t lie jurisdict inn of Jornhagau and inquired into somewhere else 
This is no solitary instance. The murder ol Sub-Inspector Suiesh 
Chandra Mukerjee took place within the jurisdiction ol Sukea St ret t t liana 
and the case against the susjects should have been sent to t lie Jorabagan 
Magistrate ; but as a mattei ol lact the cast 1 was first, jmt up before the Chief 
Presidency Magistrate at the ( ’out ral Court and was t ransferred by him to 
the far distant Kyd Street Court A large number of political suspects were 
arrested of late within the jurisdiction of Sukea St reet tliana and sent up 
under section 101> of the Criminal Procedure Code before the (duel Presidency 
Magistrate at the Central Cmm instead ol the Jorabagan Court which 
possesses jurisdiction o\ei this thana. 1 have no objection to a particular 
class of cast's beinj. taken out ol the hands ol a particular class of 
Magist i at es. ap|»a rent l\ on no grounds whatsot vei ; but surely the public an* 
bound to put a smistet interj>rt‘l at uni on such an invidious distinction 
between Magist rate and Magistrate. II the Courts had been located in one 
iind the saint' buildiug^J .hey may not have had any cause foi commenl at all. 

1 1 w ill t Inis be seen that , alt hough then' has been a territorial division of 
inises coming up before the Courts, the mb' is honoured very often in tin* 
breach than in the observance 

1 hav e hitherto said not hing as regards t he unnecessary and extravagant 
expenses which parties have to incur m securing legal assistance. The 
parties cannot get t lie assistance of lawyers of their own choice. The field 
of selection m each court has been considerably narrowed. The lawyers who 
have established tlnur reputation have mostly stuck to the Central (’ourt 
ami now charge increased fees for their services in the other courts. The 
parties have to pay heavily for carnage and motor hire to meet tin* travelling 
expenses of lawyers who are taken from one court to another. The vast 
majority of pleaders have raised their fees, because they have got to earn 
their inconu* by doing a far leas number of cases at one place than formerly. 
Even the ehatge of the Public Prosecutors has jgone up. lt» is a iftistake to 
suppose that the partition of the Police Courts can aftcct the pleaders at all 
adversely, for tlie members of the legal profession know how to mal«e their 
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clients pay. You may cut off the jurisdiction of the Court# into n hundred 
slieefi if you like, but the pruning knife will touch everything else bu t the 
pocket* of lawyers. Tt is after all the poor litigants who have got to suffer 
and -pay for the upkeep of an experimental measure which experience 
ha« shown to he a downright failure. I hope 1 have been able to 
establish that the initial non-recurring expenditure of about a lakh of rupees 
and the recurring expenditure of more than Us. .'hi, 000 a year has proved 
beneficial neither to Government nor the general public. I hope 1 have 
shown that the two grounds of efficiency and benefit, to the public are them- 
selves the very tests by which the system stands condemned. There has 
been an uneven distribution of work ; there is delay in the despatch of 
business; there is the inefficient supervision of the various courts by the 
Thief Presidency Magistrate ; there is the arbitrary transfer ol cases arising 

in one division for trial by a Magistrate exercising another 

area. There is also the increase in the lees of lawyers, which are being paid 
by parties to secure legal assistance ; there is the increase in travelling 
expenses and even all this dot's not exhaust the whole list of inconveniences. 
What then is the remedy? I beg to suggest that this ill-starred experiment 
should cease and an attempt should be made to locate all the Courts in one 
and the same building in some central part 111 this city. I Ins su .rgwstion is 
not. at all too inconvenient to be taken up at once. The Ihuiksliall Street 
building is big enough to locate not only all the stipendiary Magistrates but 
all the Honorary Magistrates also. I have been to see t ie building myself 
and 1 say with confidence that the suggestion# I now put be I ore this t.ounoil 
can be very easily carried out. 

I do not wish to detain this Council any longer. My Lord, the word 
‘partition’ in Bengal seems to be doomed. There is something m t lie atmo- 
sphere of this Presidency which seems uncongenial to all schemes of partition. 
It is not surprising therefore that the idea or partitioning the 1 oiiec (emits 
was from the very beginning foredoomed to failure, ft i- not yet, however, 
too late to amend. I therefore hope that your Lxcelleiiey s bovnnimont will 
givethis matter a patient consideration and bring about a change m a 
system for which there was initially no justification and which has only led to 
an enormous waste of public money without bringing about any desirable 

results.” 


The dou ble ( ; H A l T 1 > 1 1 1 : ii I Ml IIAMMAd ISMAIL KIIAN #ai<l 

" My Lord, in supporting tins resolution. I pray that my remarks may 
not be misleading. I think (hat. owing to the pres, mi system ol holding 
Presidency Magistrates’ Courts in different parts of the city, tlmre has boon 
a constant flow of complaints. I do not Mon* to the legal profession, bn. 
I think that litigation lias increased under the pivseut sysi.mi and a gi eat 
deal of inconvenience has been caused to litigants. V nrthftw reasons I think 
that Presidency Magistrates should sit in one building m some central patt of 

the city. ” 

The Hon’ hi e Mu. LYON said 

“Mt Lord. I regret that, in tlm present state of affairs, u is not possible 
for Government to accept this resolution. I fully acknowledge that, as has 

lmen emphasised by the Hon’ble Mm. the change in the location of the 

court* in Calcutta was undertaken as an experimental measure and that we 
nmat abide by the final result of that experiment. It was, however, only 
earned out in the beginning of last year, and I think it is op™ *?. 
that it has been impossible as yet to gauge the actual resttlts of the expen- 
rnent, or to weigh ^1 the facts that have been ascertains! and plae^ Wore 
us bv the Hon’ble Member with such lucidity. The Hon ble Member in 
laying before off the reason* irhich induced Government to enter upon tfct* 
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change has amused himself by netting up gentlemen of straw for the 
pleasure of knocking thorn down. He has suggested that Government were 
influenced by various reasons when dealing with this matter which, I am 
afraid, wore altogether foreign to their views on the subject. We did not 
argue that in the immediate? past there has been a great increase of work for 
the Presidency Magistrates, and, indeed, we have given the best possible 
proof that we did not use that argument by dispensing with the services of 
the fifth Presidency Magistrate, and by thus reducing our establishment to 
four stipendiary Magistrates. I think the Hon’ble Member will acknowledge 
that we could not have given greater proof of our acceptance of the Hon’ble 
Member's argument. lie has also pointed out that the area of tin* town and 
the numlxu' of the police-stations have not changed. Of course it is not in 
any way our case to say that they have. He has, however, referred to our 
resolution and has correctly indicated that it was mainly the insufficiency of 
accommodation at the Lai Bazar Police Oourt which compelled us to make 
some change in the actual location of the Presidency Magistrates' Courts. 
The Ilon’ble Member has not. I believe, practised in the Lai Bazar Police 
Oourt, but he is doubtless acquainted with many gentlemen who have, and 
I think that he knows well, and other Hon’ble Members know equally well, 
what an entirely impossible building that was. It was a magnificent 
endeavour to accommodate a quart, of liquid in a pint pot. The site was 
entirely inadequate from t he very beginning, and 1 have even now a vivid 
recollection of my visit f to that enurt with His Honour the Lieutenant- 
Governor, Sir (diaries KUiott. when he inspected it immediately after its 
completion. The unanimous conclusion we came to then was that a grave 
error had been committed in attempting to accommodate the Presidency 
Magistrates’ Courts on such an inadequate site. It has always been a source 
of complaint In the public that the accommo lation provided for pleaders, 
witnesses, parties and the Magistrates themselves was hopelessly and entirely 
insufficient. There was no compound and no space outside where people 
could gather, and consequently everybody had to wait in the confined 
verandahs of the court. Tin* building itself was small, and the number of 
courts was insufficient, and the circumstances of the court were so bad that 
when a proposal was made to add to it t wo extra court-rooms, t here were 
many who considered that the suggest inn was self-condemned, as there 
was absolutely no more room lor any further buildings on this site, and 
because it was obvious to everybfxly concerned that the ('nurts must neces- 
sarily l>e removed from that place. That same criticism applies to the 
suggestion that the lower portion of the building might have been used 
when the fire brigade was moved out of it. 

I may say. therefore, t hat the records of the cast* and the string of 
complaints received from time to time during tin* last few years bear me out 
in stating that it was finally and rightly determined that we could not 
retain the Courts ol the Presidency Magistrates in their present position in 
Lai Bazar. Hie difficulty then arose as to where we should find sufficient 
accommodation for these Courts, and. as the Ilon’ble Member has rightly 
stated, it was supposed for a time that we should he able to obtain some 
other building previously occupied by the Government of India. This, 
however, was not feasible. We could not obtain tin* building for which we 
asked and consequently we could not free the ( ’ommissioner’s office in 
t liar nock Place, to which it was proposed to transfer these courts. We then 
sought for some other means for removing a source of complaint which was 
really intolerable, and it was suggested that the necessities of police work in 
Calcutta required that we should consult the convenience of litigants in the 
courts by bringing the courts, if possible, nearer to them, and by thus removing 
some of the hardships which are always inseparable from the establishment 
of a central court for the trial of petty cases. We found that in Bankshall 
Street, iij the old Board of Revenue office, we bad a building which could, 
with some alterations and modification, be m|de sufficient to accommodate 
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a certain portion oi our Presidency Magistrates* Courts, aiul it wan 
stated by those who are competent lo advise us that we eouhi also estahlisli a 
very excellent court in Jorahagan, in building which were available for the 
purpose. Incidentally 1 may remark that I have goo l reasons to differ 
entirely from the Hoifble Member in his statement that all the Presidency 
Courts eould be accommodated in Hankshall Street. I have been assured 
by the very best authorities that this is an entire impossibility, and that to 
attempt to put all the Magistrates' Courts into the Hankshall Street building 
would be to commit, even on a larger seah*. the error which was committed 
in 1890. It would he a grave mistake to attempt to do anything of tin* sort, 
and the consequence is that, if we accept the Hon'lde Member's motion, we 
shall have to acquire some area in tin* heart of tin* town and to erect 
large new courts for our Presidency Magistrates, and the figures of tin* expen- 
diture of our recent change, which have been quoted to us by tin* llou'blo 
Member, and described by him as appalling, would sink into insignificance in 
the face of the expenditure to which we should then be committed. 

In one sense we a**e not meeting this motion with an absolutely direct 
negative, because we acknowledge that this is an experimental measure. 
We are perfectly willing to hear what is said about the experiment, to abide 
by tin* experience gained, and to make any modification which is impressed 
upon ns as a really advantageous one by tin* litigant public. We have had 
it now represented to us that the Kyd Street Police Court has not been an 
entire success, in that there is not sufficient work to occupy the Magistrates 
there, and t hat, in consequence, undesirable changes have hail to he made in 
the jurisdiction of that Court, to which the Hon’hlc Member has. with good 
reason, called attention. We have this matter under consideration. We 
have not yet been able to consult everybody who is interested in the matter, 
and we want some further experience, but we shall consider everyt hing the 
Hon hie Member has said about the Kyd Street Police Court, and we shall 
he very glad indeed if other I lon’hle Members will give us further information 
on the subject. Hut that do*s not apply to the case of the Northern Police 
Court. We have every reason to suppose that the establishment of the 
Northern Police Cour* lias proved a surer***. We have, in the first plan*, 
evidence that no fewer than 21.000 to 25,000 petty cases have been tried in 
the year 1911 m that Court. We may perhaps calculate fairly that some 
four or five persons were concerned on an average in each of these potty cases. 
They were exclusively drawn from the jurisdiction of this Northern Police 
Court, and in by far tin*, greater number of those rases the court, wits much 
nearer to the h«*ises of t he litigants than the central court would have been. 
Thus, during 1914, we afforded by the change very great convenience to at 
least 100.000 persons, and that. 1 think, is not a small advantage*. 

The Hon’hlc Member in dealing with the question of efficiency has 
referred almost exclusively to the difficulties caused by the want of work 
in thc*Kyd Street Police Court.. I have met him to a certain extent on this 
point by saying that we are perfectly willing to consider all that he has urged 
and, if necessary, to make such modifications as will meet the case. 

With reference to the Hon’bh* Member's suggestion that these changes 
will cost a very large amount of money. 1 may say that the total which he 
mentions. Its. 77.000, does not appear to me. even in these days of financial 
stress, to be very enormous, when we remember that the move from Lai Bazar 
was an absolute necessity, and I believe that the expenditure to which ho 
refers includes what was required to make the Hankshall Street building 
suitable for a central court. I doubt, whether we could have made the change 
from LaL Bazar in any less expensive way. if we had maintained the form of a 
central court for all cases. As to the question of the delay in the despatch of 
business owing to the difficulty of referring to the Chief Presidency Magis- 
trate, it is of course obvious that a change in administration of this kind, 
by whi<?h one court is removed to some distance, involves a good many 
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administrative changes which require noun* time to set tar? uvku< wiiTiitvi 
authority must be given to tho officer in charge of the detached 
will take Home little time to flee what power* are inquired and^ 
in ruleft and customs are necessary before delayg fucjl di 
avoided. I have tio detailed in formal toft, nor definifc 

given to me, but I make this concession to the tfonme Momlw 
our ex} crience of administration, it is obvious these cjhangefl must 
Borne difficulty. We have only had one year if these 

difficulties are rcpresentedfl have 1.0 doubt every p<iss)bie'1(^k^^'^ liken 
by the Chief Presidency Magistrate to avoid them imfpiure. *'■ « - 

^ V» v * ' 

The Hon’ble Member haej^tated that hardship to public has been 
caused by the change, Most of the, cases cited 1>y him conc<*Vu^|j^ transfer 
of the jurisdiction of Magistrates, and 1 have alluded to them afruidy, but 
I would point < mi t to the Hon’ble Memlier that his complaint* ^erj|. is hot so 
much that decentralisation has been affected, but that, the diScfentralisation 
has not been more eomplelr. He would have been better satisfied if we had 
made our decentralisation complete* I hope wo shall be able do this 
in future. Incidentally, I may say that I prefer the word * decentralisation ’ 
to the word * partition. ’ as a description of the action taken by us. 


1 am sorry I bat the Hoii’hle Member should have made the suggestion 
that then* has been objectionable interference with Magistrates on racial 
grounds. I do not knov? if ihe Rou ble Member has had any hope of 
capturing votes by makipg a suggestion of this sort — I sincerely hope not — 
hut it really is entirely unjustified in the case he has put before <jis. 1 liave 
been reminded by the Uon’ble Mr. Kerr, the ('hief Secretary. that, in London, 
a far vaster city than Calcutta — all political cases of importance are taken 
up at the Bow Street Police Court, is it then very extraordinary that in 
Calcutta we should deal with special political oases in one special court? 
1 douht whether it is entirely consistent with the responsibility which the 
Hon’ble Member owes to this Council, that he should make this suggestion. 
He knows that even in a central court eases must he distributed by the 
Chief Presidency Magistrate according to what he considers the best means 
and the l est methods to adopt for fchoir trial.* Moreover, the Hon’ble Member 
says,, that, in the central police court, whatever the distri I mtiou might be. 
it would not be noticed, and Ids objection is that it is noticed in cases which 
are tried in different courts. I fhinfc that this suggestion demonstrates 
the flimsy c ha me tar of the argument used by the Hon’ble Member. 

,f ‘ *>, * 

W c come finally to the suggestion that parties suffer very grave 
inconvenience because they cannot get lawyers of their own choice. lank 
very glad, with reference to that argument, that the Hon’ble Mem l>et began 
his speech by disclaiming any desitfe to servo the intercuts of gentlemen 
of the legal profession. In the same way J do not "wish to suggest , that 
there is anything of the kind at the back of this motion. But l would 
submit to JioiPKJa s-Members, who have fa'r jfreater experience of \m Bar 
than l have, that $jho number of pleaders and lawyers in (Calcutta is not 
entirely inadequate, fid that it is not impossible that, with further opportuni- 
ty given to the^ members of the, Bfr may establish dam- 

sel ves at thott* diLarent courts in Calcutta, thus securing that the oendhot* 
ments of the Legal profession may be spread over a somewhat wider am 
than they are spread at the present moment. 1 thrhk we assert, 
without otbmoe, with reference to this profession, that! there are as good fish 
in the sea as ever aame out of it, Ind that we^hall fad, after we have had 
further experience, that there will be adequate Utigm aesistanoo available 
at each of such courts as may be finally restafcfcahed . I would point 
out again wit#Wference to tMs matter |bat the argument can only spgly 
to the more important cases, aud that out of 29^00 oases triad ia tfafc 
Northern Court. *24 to 35,000 have been found, at, the v^ry firt4claa«ftcatioa y 
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to Ik* ^obviously potty ruses. while of the rest a large number \rr» also 
of a pQtty~ nature in which legal assistance w;h not required. I cannot 
thinly, jJi$5efore, that tin* argument that large <»f suitor." arc fill 

to incoftvouumet? because tliev cannot obtain. exerj t at ^n-at cost. tin* 
serviced *ti£Lc& l 'U*bi moiabeLs of tin* legal pr« »les- ; . » n 1 1 a ^ necessarily very 



Wliilt* oppoeilQ^f resolution and leny mg the decision to tin 1 ouned, 

I would that wo shall bo vory glad indeed torec iye any advic* m t i n • 

inattet^^W^fiaV^dofiiuMy takoii tip this change of courts as an « \pmi 
tnoniaV ra^aSuro, iind we do not wislq to come to a final dot onninat n »n in loo 
gn*at. a htm\\\ Wo have vory good reason to fl*ippo-r that tin* eM abhshmeiit 
of a noriiuu‘n court tias met the wants and necessities of a gr. at numb. \ ol 
lit igantg, jand \ve foar t hat a return to t he old system oi a e-utral court 
would inevitably involve such a vast expenditure on tin- yrovixitm ol 
courts for the M‘:iu istrat.es that it would In* impossible ;it least in the present 
financial stringency . to face it. I w ould suggest . t heivlore, t hat thriesolu- 
tion bo nut ace pled by Hon ble Members until we ha\e gained Imt her 
experience which will (‘liable to arrive at a decision on mm .■ adequate 
grounds.” 

' J'VUv I Ion Mr VI All LV1 A. K. I'A/.l.-l l.-ll.W sui.1 — 


“My Lord, after what has fallen front?* Mr. Lyon I c,m 

f:eriy *■- r i mat ♦* what the fate of this rcsolitQfcft ^ vHL be, but wit h t h« end 

fairly in sight 1 shall not despair, The < 'oiltibil ^liatnbei has hern tin 
jrravool many a resolution before, and I will not he sorry il my resolution 
jr.M'S the way oi many of it^ predecessors. I vvould no* have risen just 
now t.o say anything in addition to what I ha ve al ready said in support ol 
my ics. »lnt ion mu- will I repeat mysell. but tinie .ire urn or two m.iiiH’s, 

which 1 think, at least in just itieat ion to mysell. I on ^h I to gi\e a reply to, 

in connection with what has fallen Irom tin- lloiTMe M* nd»ei. I will teb-r 
li rs t ..fall to the remark I made that, in soiu. rn-.s, an invidious distinction 
has I..-, n made L twemi Magistrate and Magi-t i at e. Th. I b.n’ble Member 
has referred to tins, but has not eontradiebal the -lat.iin-nt 1 made that 
m the rases I have quoted, as a mittei of faet, nlthou Ji the rasex niose 
within the ju risdiet ion of an Indian Mnge Irate, lie oatem wen* aetuall.y 
tried and inquired into by a European Magistrate I said m mv sp.-rdi 
that the pul.be in such circumstances .ne apt to comment ami comment 
adversely on the pi orrduiv which, to say the h-u-i. impliua that ( io\ enmieiit 
have not got confidence in ti^eir own oiticers, especially when tin* ollierr 
happens to be an Indian. It may be flint t.heie is no justification lor such a 
* charge -against t In* < iovernnient . but at t he same t line it -ceiiis t o me that the 
public are led to think adversely in such matters nin! there an many people 
amount the unsuspecting publi'* who are not I i k * - ! \ either by o<iu (, at, ion 
or ot Inn* wise to take a correct view of things. It is not. im rely. I he eases 
of Nirmal Kanta Kov and Suresh < -handra Mukharji which ga \ e mat erials 

for comment. A recent case ha- be.-n reported inutile columns of the 
Arnrita Boznr Bntriko . There w.i*- a ease which arosr*fc w'ithm the jurisdic- 
tion of tlie . I orabauan lliaua an«l came before* tlm Magistrate presiding there 
The pleadei for tin* defence was ready to goon with llvp ease and he 
asked the court to proceed with the case. I n reupon t he Magisti at e said 
that ho would not go on vvith the case, l*ut tuat heLhe pleadei hu tin- 
defence) would get a notice for the, transfer of the. carte. That, was e.-rtamh 
noanswgr to the question put by the pleader. I he pleader then asked. 

4 Why. sUould it bo transferred to another jurisdiction, when it arose within 
the Jorabagan jurisdiction, and was convenient to the accused and convenient 
to t he witnesses / ’ The Magistrate would give a direct answer. 

» * 

Th^se tilings may be^ quite justified, b it d tie- Magistrates load been 
located in tin* same building, and if those cases had b mi tak«*n cognisance of 
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by a European Magistrate, th**re would Or no ground for Such a charge. 

In the present c ire urn stances there may be reason* for justifying t»liO trying 
or unjuiiing into political cases by certain class of Magistrates aiflcEthis has 
its ail vantages. Tln\|*ublic however are bound. under the circumstances, to 
pul what, construction they lik* <>u these fa *ts. Tho v ilou’,hlc Member has 
referred to the practice* nt England in relied of cert aiff classes of'etytog being 
tried by certain Magisuales, but the ease ol England is different. There the 
government is by Englishmen of English men. - ’ Bui here it is the govern- 
merit <>( Indians by tpi alien nation and the analogy does not apply. Certainly 
I wish to say that where there is such a transfer, thtxftransfer h made 
apparently accbrdiu^ to no justification whatever, fclion the public will put 
their own construction on t hesu transfers. * 

i 

1 ' ^ 

*l'hen, a* regards bringing courts nearer home to litigants, \ hope 
the HohTle Member will agree,, with me that this only tends to foster 
litigation. It, ifl no doubt very much to the advantaged the le^al profession, 
uud so far as pleaders are concerned, I may l»c» permitted to put forward a 
plea on t tear behalf. Ido certainly wish that instead of one court or two 
courts, there ought to be a dozen, so that we can go about levying our legal 
taxes as much as wo can from poor unsuspecting litigants. 1 certainly do 
object to the assumption that has been made that bringing courts nearer 
home to tjie people really brings them any relief. I have already said that 
this only means that pleaders raise their fees — that tlu* parlies have got to 
pay their motor and gharry hire. As regards legal assistance, if it benefits 
anybody at all, J*t benefits t he pleaders and no one else. 

As regards t lie Kyd Street Court, 1 am glad to hear that /io\ eminent - 
recognise that, even this experiment of a little over a year has proved it to 
be a Failure. If the same test were applied (j> the Jornbagan Court. 1 think 
it, ;ilso will not be found to be very much a success ; but of course on this 
point, our opinions diffei and I do not wish to discuss this point further. If 
it. is necessary to abolish I lie Kyd Street, Court and to have a court at, 
Jorabagan and another central court, it is much better that tin' two should be 
amalgamated in one central court and located in one building in the city. I 
ha\ e suggested Bankshall Street because I have seen the building. I am 
not an expert, bill I asked some persons and I was shown certain rooms that 
were locked up and were not used by anybody, and I was told and told very 
..correctly that these rooms could be utilised for the purpose of courts and 
.Magistrates asked to sit there. If. however, the Bankshall Sired building 
be not iound in be suitable, there are other buildings in Calcutta which 
might aceomimxlate not only all, the Presidency Magistrates, but also the 
Honorary Magistrates. 1 agree with the Hon'hle Member that, under the 
present circumstances, we shjould not incur expenditure for new buildings, f 
would certainly be one of the first <0 object to such an expenditure at present. 

I have objected already It) an initial expenditure of one lakh. My own idea is 
that, hail dings can be found in Calcutta which Government <*an rent, or there 
may be Government, buildings whielmmght accamtwx.iate these M agist ratijfp. 

As regards hardshija to litigants, we disagree in detail. It would be 

II scions to argue furthei. 

I commend this resolution to tlig (’ou&eil.” 

The 1 bubble Balm Surefldra Nath ftanerji rose al this stage to "address 
the Council, but Ilia,. Excellency the IWident calfoddrim to order ^nd held 
that, as the Hon'hle Mover of the KesohltRtn had Sf oken by way of reply, the 
discussion on the resolution had concluded *nd dvew the Hon’hle Member’s 
attention in this connection tu rrffr 12 of the Bengal Legislative (Re&ohitionfi) 
Kules, 1912. f < 


The resolution was then put and tost. 
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LIST OP BUSINESS-ITEM No. 8. 


The Hon'l.le HA 111 * S,i'UKNl*l!A 
resolution : — - 

• j*' 


NAT i| li^ANKRjl In* following 


This Council ivn muiiein 
initteo. consist i n lt nf officials 
mendations for the further 
Presidency in accordance wit h 


Is id the Governor in (joun$i( tlmf a coni- 
aiul uuri-qfficials, be appointed jto make recoin- 
ad vumvincul, of local self-gOveruin«$ni in tins 


^ the Resolution of the ( roynrmneiit of India, dated the 28tk Abril, 
11)15: ’ J 


[ti) the earlier Resolution, of the < a-ovornmeui of India, dated the 1 8th 
May, 1882 : and * e 

[Hi) the Despatch of Lord Morlev, dated the 27th November, 1908.” 


He said : — * 

” I am sure, my Lord, that Your Kxcelloney’s .Govern incut and the Goutieib 
will strongly sympathize with the object ol the Resolution. Its aim and 
purpose i.s not to hamper bgt to help the Government. Both the Govern- 
ment and the representatives of the people are inspired by a common desire 
to promote the cause of local eelf-goveriinu nl in this province. Where 
there is a unity of aim and purpose, there can bo no room for conflict of views 
or diversity of methods. We take our stand upon t ic same common ground. 
The great Resolution of Lord Ripon of the 18th May, 1$S2, is our Magna 
Gharta in the matter of local self-government . It is also Him oraele of the 
Government , the fountain-head of official inspiration and guidance. To thin 
Resolution Lord Morlev refers in his Despatch of the 281 h November, 1908, 
in terms of approving eloquence. 

4 I do not know, 5 says he, where to look Fora hotter expression of the 
views that should govern our policy under this important hcAd.’ 

The Decentralization Commission in 1910, and the Government of i ndia 
in 1915 both rely upon it, tin* former to make their recommendations, the 
latter to record their Resolution. We an- thus united in a common accept- 
ance of the policy laid down by the Resolution of the 18th May, 1882. The 
situation i* simplified : (he ground is cleared. 

What arc the basal principles of the Resolut ion ? They are, firstly, that 
the non-olHcial members of Che local bodies should fool that they have real 
power mid real responsibility and obviously the^d&t*" vr&y to make them feol 
t hat tlc-yjiavo real power and responsibility is to give* them real power and 
responsibility ; and secondly, whatever official control has to !><• exercised 
must bevxerrisrl from without and not from within.* Have these funda- 
mental principles been carried out? The system lias now boot) in force for 
ever the lifetime of a generation. Them lias been ample time and ampler 
opportunities for giving effect to them. Is local self-government to-day in 
1915 what it was intended to he by Lord Ripon in 1882 ? The question must 
be answered in the negative Lord Morloy i* my anthoiity. He says in his 
Despatch to the Government of India, dated the 28th November 1908 : — 

* ^oc^l b el f-goy eminent so far ha$ not been a success, because the true 
principle laid down in the Resol utrorf^dl Lord Ripon has boon departed from. 
Non-official members have not been induced to such an extent as was hoped 
to take a real interest Tft focal btf#®aps ; because?; their powers a#d their 
responsibilities were not* real. If local self-government lias so far been no 
marked success as a traiiifUj* ground, it is mainly for the reason that the 
constitution of the local bodies departed from what was affirmed in the 
Resolution to be “the vital principle,” that “the control should bcbexerciaed 
from witboftt rather than from within ; the Government should revise and 
check the acts of local bodies nut not dictate them.”’ ■ 
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I low can mm-official tnembors of local bodies fed this sense of real 
power when they are, as in tin* District Boards, in a permanent minority or 
when, as in 1 In* municipalities, then* is very great interference on the part 
of the < xccuHvc authorities with the minutest details of municipal adminis- 
tration ? The Decentralization Commission reeom rounded that usually the 
District Boards should contain an elective majority chosen by the non-official 
members of the sub-districts or Local Boards. This recommendation was 
made in 1010; and here in tin* year of grace l‘UT>. we have not a rtitiglo 
District, Board in Bengal where then* is an elective majority. This is 
all the more regrettable? when we find that in other provinces, such as the 
United Provinces and the Central Provinces, there are District Boards 
which have an elective majority. My Lord, this is a slur upon our province. 
It, was 1 am sure, never intruded to he so; but it. is bound to be inter- 
pret el as such. We do not deserve it. For in point of enlightenment, 
culture and public spirit we are second to no other province in India. 1 hope 
ffiy 11 on’ble friend the Member in charge will be abb* to give us an assurance 
that this state of things will soon he mended or mded. 


As regards the municipalities, 1 t hnuktalJjT recognise the fact, that in tin- 
case of t he vast majority their enlist itutiou is popular in tin* sense ilia* t \vo- 
I, birds of the members ate elected. This state of things has however 
cout jutted ever since lHSo. that is to say, lor nearly .‘JO years. I ask m\ Lord, 
if the tiring has not come for a furl her advance in this* direction ? Are we 
always to haw partially elected municipalities? Are we to remain in this 
condition of arrested progress which must result m stagnation ? Then* an* 
municipalities in other parts of India win re three-fourths < *f tile memherh 
are elected. 


The objection probably would la* that f * oveni uieiit. must reserve in its 
hands the power of nominating a certain percentage n! the Municipal Ooiiiiiiis- 
siom-rs in order t n ]n nvide lor the interests of minorities. I am as anxious 
as the Government could lie for t he protection of t he interests of umiorit ies . 
but 1 contnu I t hat t ho resorvat urn of the powei ol nomination in tin* hands 
of Government for that end is not u-cessary. Where the population is 
exclusively or largclv Hindu or Muhammadan tin* question does not arise. 
Thu difficulty occurs where the population is mixed, consisting of Hindus 
and Muhammadans. For such areas 1 w >uhl recommend that there should he 
two roimnissioner^, out* Hindu and amttlirrMuhaimnadan.it being obhgat nry 
on the rate-pav ers to elect a Municj) til t 'ommissioner .belonging to the 
minority. I nder such an arrangement, the Government need not reserve to 
itself the power of appointing tin* representatives ot mmorit ues. But it might 
be said that it may sometimes be imrr.vsary to nominate experts. \ have hoi 
the smallest desire, to underestimate the value of expert knowledge; hut 
let us not exaggerate it, cither. Kxpevts are good foi purposes l)f advice, 
lhit are t.hev equally goo 1 for purposes of delibeiation and decision/ Is then* 
not a certain amount ol narrowness abotii exiert". a want of breadth of virvv 
in dealing with matters which need t * be looked at from tin* broad standpoint 
of eommoiisonse and knowledge of atlairs ? But I will, waive this argument. 
I will concede that the appointment of experts may Sometimes prove useful. 
But is it necessary to reserve one-third of the appointments for this purpose 
in the hands of Government / 1 think that with the exception of one or two 

of the bigger municipalities whi te the ] opulation may not be homogenous the 
nomination by Government of Municipal Commissioners may be altogether 
doin' away with or seriously curtailed. I venture to tnake this suggestion for 
the eiys id oration of Government. 

Thoyi then* are some municipalities when' all the members an* nomi- 
nated b\ f the Government. They arc principally the mill-municipalities. 
Hero oven an Advance is necessary. There are mill-munivipalities with a 
fringe area inhabited by a population who are in no way connected with the 












